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Full Citizenship Rights for All Immigrants!

Down With U.S. Rulers’

“Terrorism” Scare!
Y2K terror alert

The Terror Countdown i
A capture on die U.S.-Canadian border heightens

fears of a millennial attack against Americans

TERROR BUST PUTS
B,c APPLE ON ALERT

Manufactured “terrorism" hysteria served as pretext last month for witchhunt against Arab
immigrants and massive cop mobilizations in cities around the country, including New
Orleans (above).

American imperialism’s rulers

seized upon the approach of New
Year’s Day. 2000 to launch a con-

certed assault on the immigrant

population and on the rights of

everyone. Conjuring up a shadowy

international “terrorist" conspiracy,

the State Department for months

warned of threatened attacks on

Americans overseas, on millen-

nium celebrations, on computer

systems. U.S. client states from

Pakistan to Jordan detained and

arrested scores of alleged terror-

ists. From New York City to New
Orleans to Los Angeles, armies

of cops were mobilized on New
Year’s Eve, targeting anyone who
“fit the profile,” particularly immi-

grants and travelers from the Near

East and North Africa.

The terrorism-mongering cam-
paign took off following the De-

cember 14 arrest of Ahmed Res-

sam. An Algerian national living in

Canada. Ressam was seized by

U.S. customs agents as he tried to

enter Port Angeles. Washington by

ferry in a car allegedly packed

with explosives and timing devices.

U.S. officials immediately claimed

that he was linked to the Alge-

rian Armed Islamic Group (GIA).

Washington itself helped arm and

train the GIA forces who joined

the CIA-backed mujahedin cut-

throats fighting against the Soviet Army
and the left-nationalist regime in Afghan-

istan in the 1980s.

The capitalist media tried to churn up

anti-terrorist hysteria with screaming
headlines like “Everywhere at Risk”

(New York Post, 20 December 1999) and

“The Terror Countdown” (Time, 27
December 1999). In New York City,

Republican mayor Giuliani, fresh from

joining with Democratic state attorney

general Eliot Spitzer in union-busting

court injunctions and police-state meas-

ures against a threatened transit workers

strike last month, imposed a virtual state

of siege in various areas of the city.

Nearly all of the NYPD’s 40,000 cops

were placed on duty for New Year’s Eve,

complete with high-tech bomb dis-

posal trucks and rooftop surveil-

lance equipment Trucks going into

Manhattan were checked by bomb-

sniffing dogs. As manholes were

welded shut, trashcans removed

and mailboxes sealed. Midtown
was turned into an armed camp.

Workers going to their jobs had to

show special IDs.

Seizing on the Ressam incident

and the arrest of two people sup-

posedly linked to him who were

trying to cross into Vermont, a

U.S. official ranted, "We are see-

ing terrorists using Canada as a

staging area" (Toronto Globe and
Mail, 2 1 December 1999). In Mon-
treal. home to more than 15,000

Algerians, cops rounded up doz-

en^ of Arab residents. In a coordi-

nated sweep on December 30.

dozens more were hauled off by

U.S. and Canadian police in cities

from Vancouver to New York. One
Brooklyn resident victimized in

this racist dragnet said bitterly.

“This is a police state. Why are

they blaming Muslims?"

Alongside the anti-Arab witch-

hunt. the U.S. and Canadian gov-

ernments carried out mass arrests

of impoverished immigrants from

Asia and the Caribbean. On New
Year's Day, the U.S. Coast Guard
seized over 400 Haitians and

Dominicans who were packed into a

freighter that ran aground off the Florida

coast, while dozens of Chinese immi-
grants have since been arrested in Los

Angeles and Vancouver after spending

continued on page 8

Stage Set for Whitewash of NYPD Death Squad

Amadou Diallo

—

We Will Not Forget!
Sharpton/Democrats Seek to Defuse Anger Over Cop Terror

The death-squad-style cop execution

of young black African Amadou Diallo

in a hail of 41 bullets in the Bronx nearly

a year ago sparked the most sustained

level of social protest New York City

had seen in years. Hundreds, sometimes

thousands, demonstrated almost daily to

express their fury against the indignity,

humiliation and raw terror that they are

subjected to every day by the cops. Fear-

ful that this anger could ignite a social

explosion. Al Sharplon and other black

Democrats scrambled to get out in front

of the protests in a desperate bid to con-

fine them to electoral pressure politics,

to push illusions in the “justice" of the

capitalist courts and above all to preserve

the “integrity” of the police. Sharpton

has cynically boasted how the protests

were brought to a halt when the four

NYPD Street Crime Unit killers were

indicted for Diallo's murder.

Now the December 16 court decision

moving the cops’ trial from the largely

black and Hispanic Bronx to 85-percent-

white Albany in order to ensure the killer

cops go free threatens to uncork the

seething outrage the Democrats worked
so hard to contain. Expressing the con-

summate contempt of the racist ruling

class for the victims of its police thugs,

the court cited "a tidal wave of prejudi-

cial publicity” and ruled that “this case

cannot be tried in Bronx County or any-

where else in the city of New York, w ith-

oul an atmosphere in which jurors would
be under enormous pressure to reach the

verdict demanded by public opinion.”

In his New York Times (27 December)
column, "A Whitewash in Albany." Bob
Herbert observed: "The reality is this An
all-white panel of live judges, one of

whom is a crony of the lawyer for one of

the accused cops, took the case out of the

continued on page 9



Letters

On the Origins of Women’s Oppression
13 December 1999

Dear Comrades,

“For Women’s Liberation Through

Socialist Revolution!” ( Workers Van-

guard No. 725. 10 December 1999)

addresses the roots of the oppression of

women in the lirst division of society into

classes. This insight, fundamental to a

materialist worldview, is anathema to

both the feminists, who claim that the

“battle of the sexes” is eternal, and to

anti-woman bigots, who hail the subordi-

nation of women as blessed by god and

tradition. For us Marxists, in contrast, the

oppression of women is a social institu-

tion that rests on private property, a

human invention as subject to change as

any other.

In a hunter-gatherer society, the divi-

sion of labor between men and women
was based not on female dependency but

on the biological reality of childcare in

a subsistence world Women’s work had

to allow for pregnancy, breast-feeding

(there was no cow's milk or porridge sub-

stitute for human milk) and the care of

infants and small children. But the house-

hold was communal and the division of

labor between the sexes reciprocal; the

economy did not involve the dependency

of the wife and children on the husband.

The labor of both sexes was necessary to

livelihood.

This primitive social equality was

overthrown when inventions such as agri-

culture made possible the social surplus

which provoked the division of society

into classes; a ruling, leisured class could

live off the labor of others. With classes

came the development of the institution

of the monogamous family and patrilin-

eal descent. The biological fact of child-

bearing and child rearing was henceforth

tied to the social oppression of women.

Society split into antagonistic classes and

the ruling, or property-owning, class gov-

erned society through the armed state. As

a means of the consolidation of wealth in

the hands of a tiny minority, the patriar-

chal family decreed monogamy for

women to determine inheritance of prop-

erly. In the most backward class societies,

women are literally bought and sold

in marriage like cattle—the very word

TROTSKY LENIN

Honor Lenin, Liebknecht,

'f Luxemburg!

In upholding the revolutionary traditions

of the early Communist International, the

International Communist League commem-
orates the "Three Ls " this month, marking

the death of Bolshevik leader V.I. Lenin

in January 1924 and the murder of German
Spartakusbund and Communist Party found-

ers Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg in

January 1919. Liebknecht and Luxemburg

were assassinated by military reactionaries

amid the counterrevolutionary terror unleashed by the Social Democratic government

against the Spartakist workers uprising. Two months later, at its First Congress, the

Communist International adopted a resolution authored by Lenin saluting these heroic

leaders of the world proletariat and exposing the sham of bourgeois "democracy."

In Germany, the most developed capitalist country of continental Europe, the very

first months of full republican freedom, established as a result of imperialist Germany’s

defeat, have shown the German workers and the whole world the true class substance

of the bourgeois-democratic republic. The murder of Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Lux-

emburg is an event of epoch-making significance not only because of the tragic death

of these finest people and leaders of the truly proletarian. Communist International, but

also because the class nature of an advanced European state— it can be said without exag-

geration, of an advanced state on a world-wide scale

—

has been conclusively exposed.

If those arrested, i.e., those placed under state protection, could be assassinated by

officers and capitalists with impunity, and this under a government headed by social-

patriots, then the democratic republic where such a thing was possible is a bourgeois

dictatorship. Those who voice their indignation at the murder of Karl Liebknecht and

Rosa Luxemburg but fail to understand this fact are only demonstrating their stupidity,

or hypocrisy. “Freedom" in the German republic, one of the freest and advanced repub-

lics of the world, is freedom to murder arrested leaders of the proletariat with impunity.

Nor can it be otherwise as long as capitalism remains, for the development of democ-

racy sharpens rather than dampens the class struggle which, by virtue of all the results

and influences of the war and of its consequences, has been brought to boiling point....

In these circumstances, proletarian dictatorship is not only an absolutely legitimate

means of overthrowing the exploiters and suppressing their resistance, but also abso-

lutely necessary to the entire mass of working people, being their only defence against

the bourgeois dictatorship which led to the war and is preparing new wars.

—V I. Lenin, “Theses and Report on Bourgeois Democracy

and the Dictatorship of the Proletariat" (March 1919)
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“family” comes from the Latin for slave,

“familia.”

However, it is not true that "the new

social surplus happened to originate in

the traditionally male sphere of human

activity," as the article says. This histor-

ical inaccuracy appeared in some of our

earlier articles on the subject in both

Workers Vanguard and Women and Revo-

lution. for example. "Women and the

Permanent Revolution” ( WV No. 17.

March 1973). When “Women and the

Permanent Revolution" was reprinted in

W&R No. 40 (Winter 1991-92), we clari-

fied this in the introduction:

"Our knowledge of the development of

early human society has deepened in the

intervening period. We know far more
about these subjects than could Marx
and Engels when they were first formu-

lating the principles of historical materi-

alism in The Holy Family and The Ger-

man Ideology in the 1840s. It was not

until later into the 1 9th century that the

study of anthropology and archaeology

developed, in particular Lewis Henry
Morgan's Ancient Society (1877) had an

enormous impact on Marxist thought

The exciting discoveries of more recent

decades by no means negate the analysis

given in Frederick Engels’ The Origin of
die Family, Private Property, and the

State, the key Marxist text on the sub-

ject. Instead, they amplify and reinforce

the materialist understanding of the ori-

gins of women's oppression in the insti-

tution of the family

"It is now generally agreed—even by
those who agree on little else—that

agriculture was a fairly early discovery

in the development of a more advanced

technology. In the early, biologically

based division of labor between men and

women in the hunter-gatherer societies

women, as the gatherers, were likely to

have been key to the discovery that one

can cultivate plants, as well as to the

invention of other arts like weaving.”

That the husband, rather than the wife,

became the head of the family prob-

ably has more to do with the demands

of childbearing and childcare than the

"male sphere of activity." In early class

society production was still very much

household-based; primitive agriculture

revolved around the family farm, for

example. While women were socially

subordinate and dependent on their hus-

bands and fathers, their participation in

production was essential. With the

advent of industrial capitalism, produc-

tion moved to the factory, the household

became totally private and women as

household drudges became powerless

and wholly excluded from social produc-

tion. As members of the proletariat, how-

ever, working women, at the side of their

class brothers, now have the social power

necessary to light for their emancipation.

The overthrow of the capitalist order

through workers revolution will open the

way for the elimination of all oppression

and exploitation based on the abundance

of a worldwide planned economy. It's

only this that will enable us to replace

the oppressive institution of the family

with socialized domestic services, free-

ing women to fully participate in social

and political life.

Comradely,

Amy Rath

Spartacist/SYC Forum

1989-90— Revolution vs.

Counterrevolution in Germany
Saturday, January 29, 3 p.m.

322 W. 48th Street, 1st Floor

(Take E or C train to 50th St. stop, between 8th and 9th Avenues)

For more information; (212) 267-1025NEW YORK

Trotskyist League/Ligue trotskyste Forum

Against Nationalism and Protectionism

The Fight for World Socialist Revolution
Friday, January 21, 7 p.m.

Britannia Community Centre

1661 Napier St. (off Commercial Dr.)

For more information; (604) 687-0353

VANCOUVER

Saturday, January 29, 7:30 p.m.

Trinity-St. Paul's Centre

427 Bloor St. W. (west of Spadina station)

For more information: (416) 593-4138
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Letters

Mobilizing Labor Against

the Fascists—1939, 1999

Trotskyists mobilized 50,000 workers against 1939 Madison Square Garden

rally by German-American Bund and other Nazis.

18 December 1999

To the editor:

Workers Vanguard No. 724 (26 No-

vember 1999) reprinted a 1939 report

from Socialist Appeal, newspaper of the

then-Trotskyisl Socialist Workers Party

(SWP), about an anti-Nazi protest organ-

ized by the SWP that year in New York.

That rally had some striking parallels

with the October 23 anti-Klan action ini-

tiated by the Partisan Defense Committee

and heavily built by the revolutionary

Marxist Spartacist League. In both cases,

the demonstrations succeeded because

they escaped the usual mechanism for

social control.

In 1939. as Democratic Party president

Franklin D. Roosevelt prepared the coun-

try for imperialist war. the SWP was able

to mobilize 50,(XX) workers, heavily draw-

ing in the Communist Party (CP) ranks,

in a militant show ot strength against the

German-American Bund and other Nazi

and anti-Semitic outfits. At the lime, the

CP was channeling its considerable influ-

ence in the CIO industrial unions into

Roosevelt’s New Deal coalition in the

name of the '’People’s Front” against fas-

cism, In New York, the CP had backed

the election of pro-Roosevelt Republican

mayor Fiorello La Guardia—who pro-

tected the February 1939 Nazi rally as he

brutally deployed his cops against the

thousands of protesting workers. Although

the CP was in a position to have mounted

a powerful action against the Nazis, it

was straitjackcted politically. This left an

opening for the SWP, which in the after-

math of the anti-Nazi demonstration con-

tinued to recruit from the ranks of the CP.

In the case of October 23. with Repub-

lican mayor Giuliani trying to deny the

Klan rally a permit, Al Sharpton and the

rest of the liberal Democratic Parly

establishment came out in favor of the

Klan’s “rights." Sharpton filed a friend of

the court brief in defense of the Klan

rally, while the Democrats—with the ref-

ormist left in tow—called for a demon-

stration for "tolerance," going so far as to

offer to share a sound permit with the

fascist killers. This left an opening for

the PDC, whose call to "Stop the KKK!"
had galvanized a significant layer of

New York City’s working people and

the oppressed, tapping into widespread,

pent-up anger over the escalation of cop

repression and grinding exploitation.

In its October 14 call for the anti-

Klan mobilization, the PDC noted. "The

Klan is making a big mistake by thinking

they can get away with this racist provo-

cation. There is no way that working peo-

ple in this heavily black, Hispanic and

immigrant city arc going to allow these

hooded terrorists to organize here for

lynch mob terror.” Likewise, the massive

turnout in 1939 was fueled by outrage

that American Hitlerites would dare rally

in New York City six years after Hitler

came to power in Germany.

One difference should be noted In the

1930s. the workers who rallied behind the

SWP's mass anti-fascist rally were over-

whelmingly Jewish workers whose posi-

tion in society was akin to that of Puerto

Rican and other immigrant populations

today. Jewish workers, who were among
the more class-conscious (in the New
York region the CP membership was

largely Jewish), were keenly aware of the

deadly fascist threat. Today. Jews arc con-

centrated in the upper middle class.

Both the SWP-initiated 1939 anti-Nazi

rally and the PDC’s October 23 labor/

black mobilization against the KKK gave

a real taste of the social power of the

working class when it is mobilized inde-

pendently of all the parlies and agencies

of capitalist class rule. What was seen in

action at these demonstrations was the

nucleus of the kind of workers party that

is needed to genuinely realize the inter-

ests of the working class and oppressed

through the overthrow of capitalist class

rule and the establishment of proletarian

class rule, laying the basis for an egali-

tarian socialist society.

Comradely,

Helene Brosius

Letter to New York Times

Rehabilitating McCarthy, Eliminating Trotsky
The following letter to the New York

Times Magazine, not printed as of this

point, is in response to a Times (28

November 1999) piece on efforts to

vindicate 1950s anii-Communist witch-

hunter Joe McCarthy. Trumpeting the

“tradition of liberal anti-Communism,"

the Times article joins the chorus of those

aiming to rehabilitate the McCarthyite

witchhunt by trying to give it the gloss

of refinement and erudition as opposed to

the cruder, more primitive methods ol the

Senator from Wisconsin. In fact, the lib-

erals played a leading role in the witch-

hunts: as rabid McCarthyitcs lumped

them together with Communists, they

sought to exonerate themselves by show-

ing they were the best, most determined

anti-Communists.

True to its purpose, the article sym-

pathetically portrays a current crop of

anti-Communist academics, many of

Pathlinder

James P. Cannon

14 JANUARY 2000

them former "radicals," who have fur-

thered their fortunes in the service of

the bourgeoisie's "death of communism”
ideological crusade. These arc exempli-

fied by Ronald Radosh, who rose from

obscurity by penning various works

reprosecuting the heroic Julius and Ethel

Rosenberg, framed up and executed

as “A-bomb spies" in 1953 in an anti-

Communist. anti-Semitic witchhunt.

One might ask. if communism truly is

“dead," then why all the fuss? As we
wrote in “Celebrating McCarlhyism

—

Elia Kazan; Hollywood Salutes a Rat"

(WV No. 709, 19 March 1999): "By issu-

ing a whole spate of books and articles

‘re-examining’ the Cold War and honor-

ing the witchhunters while vilifying the

victims, the imperialist bourgeoisie and

its ideologues seek to ram home the mes-

sage to a new generation of workers and

youth that any interest in communism is

verboten." The current "death of commu-
nism" barrage is aimed at imposing the

idea that capitalist society is the only

world possible. But communism isn’t

dead— it is the program that expresses

the class interests of the workers and

oppressed, growing out of their aspira-

tions and struggles for a society of genu-

ine equality and social justice. Trot-

skyism remains the embodiment of those

aspirations, which can only be realized

in the fight for new October Revolutions.

* * *

15 December 1999

The article The Rehabilitation of Joe

McCarthy" by Jacob Weisberg (28 No-

vember) takes present-day proclamations

of the "death of communism” to rewrite

the history and impact of communism
in the United Slates. To this purpose.

Weisberg ’s retrospective on the Cold War

witchhunt has to eliminate and conceal

Leon Trotsky and the American Trotsky-

ists who op|H>scd Stalinism from the per-

spective of advancing the cause of prole-

tarian revolutionary internationalism.

Outside of the Staliniz.ed American

Communist Party, the only organizations

on the American left that are referred

to arc in a half-sentence mention of

“the anti-Stalinist splinter groups of the

I930’s and 40's, the Lovestoncites and

the Schachtmanites” (sic]. In the 1930s.

Shachtman was still a member of the

Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party led by

Jim Cannon. The Trotskyists' leadership

of the citywide class battles in Minneap-

olis in 1934 that organized the Teamsters

union doesn’t fit Weisberg's declarations

of the supposed irrelevance of commu-
nism in the United States. His misspelling

of Shachtman’s name is another small but

telling indication of his ignorance.

More a measure of the absence of

knowledge of the most elementary tenets

of Marxism is Weisberg’s assertion that

“Communism as a way of organizing a

nation-state is finished.” More than 150

years ago, in his draft of the Communist

Manifesto titled The Principles of Com-

munism (October 1847), Friedrich Engels

responded to the question. “Will it be

possible lor this revolution to lake place

in one country?" by slating: “No. Large

scale industry, already by creating the

world market, has so linked up all the

peoples of the earth, and especially the

civilised peoples, that each people is

dependent on what happens to another....

The communist revolution will therefore

be no national one.”

The material abundance necessary for

the construction of a socialist society

can only be achieved through an interna-

tional planned economy. The ignorant

idea o! communism as a means of organ-

izing a nation-state derives not from

Marxism but from the very Stalinists that

Weisberg’s article so reviles. "Social-

ism in one country" was proclaimed by

the consolidating Stalinist bureaucracy in

Max
Shachtman

1924, which recommended that the

workers of the world make peace with

their exploiters on behalf ol defending

"socialism” in the Soviet Union. The

Trotskyists fought for the unconditional

military defense of the Soviet Union

against the imperialist ruling classes

through lighting to advance the cause of

proletarian international class struggle

Len Meyers.

Editor, Workers Vanguard

SYC Class Series

CHICAGO
Saturday, January 15. 3 p.m

Fundamentals of Marxism—
The Working Class

and the Fight for Socialism

328 S. Jeflerson St.. Suite 904
(corner ot Jefferson and Van Buren

near Clinton stop on Blue Line)

Information and readings (312) 454-4930 or

spartacist@iname com
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Down With Fraud of “Human Rights” imperialism!

Australian/UN Imperialist

Troops Out of East Timor!

Independence Now for East Timor!

Hi’ reprint below, in abridged form, a

December 199V Australasian Spartacist

supplement, issued by our comrades of

the Spartacist League of Australia.

Under the guise of a “humanitarian"

mission, Australian imperialism now
rules over the desperately poor people of

East Timor in all but name, and they plan

to continue for at least the next three

years. In the largest Australian military

.Aui ilaslt

SPARTACIST
operation since its participation in the

dirty, losing war against the Vietnamese

workers and peasants three decades ago,

Australian troops sweep through the

streets as armoured vehicles rip up the

roads and F-l 1 1 warplanes scream over-

head. With brutal racist arrogance, the

Australian neocolonial occupiers enforce

misery and squalor—lack of food, medi-

cal care and education—for the suffering

people of East Timor while moving to

disarm the independence fighters of

Falintil

This is what virtually every ostensibly

socialist organisation in Australia called

for as they lined up behind the racist Aus-

tralian rulers. The International Socialist

Organisation (ISO), Socialist Alternative

(SA), Militant. Workers Power (WP) and

especially the Democratic Socialist Party

(DSP) leapt into hailing, attending, and in

some cases leading the September chau-

vinist demonstrations of "national unity”

which were screaming for “Peacekeepers

in!" The fake left wildly cheered the

racist anti-Indonesia actions [union bans

against Indonesian goods] led by the

Laborite union bureaucrats which were
explicitly designed to hurry Australian

military intervention and were promptly
called off as soon as the army went
in. Hostile to any independent mobilisa-

tion of the proletariat in its own class

interest and to the socialist principle of
“not one man. not one penny for the

imperialist military," these “socialist”

groups unashamedly subordinated them-
selves to the pro-imperialist Labor Parly

and trade-union bureaucracy who aggres-

sively campaigned for troops.

Against these drumbeaters for white

Australian imperialism, the Spartacist

League has from the beginning cam-
paigned in both word and deed against

Australian intervention into East Timor,

demanding that the Australian imperial-

ists, the U.S., the UN and all their lack-

Australasian Spartacist

eys and camp followers get out of East

Timor and stay out! The demand for

the immediate withdrawal of imperialist

troops is the precondition for the light

for East Timorese independence. As pro-

letarian internationalists, opposed above

all to our "own” ruling class, we call for

the Australian workers movement to

black ban (boycott] arms and supplies to

the Australian-led military forces. Inde-

pendence now for East Timor!

The idea that military intervention

by Australian and U S. imperialism can

bring independence and “freedom" for

the East Timorese is a horrible lie. These
same imperialists backed Indonesia’s

annexation in 1975 and for 30 years

supported and armed the bloody Indo-

nesian regime. These are the imperialists

who devastated tiny Serbia and who
slaughtered millions in their losing effort

to defeat the Vietnamese Revolution.

Whether under the fig leaf of the UN
(a den of imperialist thieves and their vic-

tims) or otherwise, the imperialists are

mass murderers who will stop at nothing

to preserve their system of plunder and

robbery.

As to the Australian rulers’ credentials

as opponents of genocide, one need only

look at the barbarity they have meted out

for the last 200 years to the Aboriginal

peoples who were nearly exterminated,

their lands and even children stolen from

them. During World War II, the Libyan

people knew the Australian troops as the

most brutal racist marauders to march
across that country What the Australian

capitalists have in mind for East Timor
can be seen in Papua New Guinea (PNG]
and Fiji, neocolonies where the racist

imperialist pigs lord it over the people

who they brutally exploit while robbing

the natural resources of these tiny coun-

tries. Australia out of PNG, Bougain-

ville, Irian Jaya, Fiji! The main enemy
is our “own" ruling class— for workers

revolution!

Revolutionary Marxists understand, as

Bolshevik leader V. 1 Lenin explained in

Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capi-

talism, that imperialism is not a "policy"

but the inevitable product of the capi-

talist system. The ruling class doesn’t

“choose" whether or not to be imperi-

alist—the pursuit of profit ultimately

compels the capitalists to wage war
against small, dependent countries and

against their imperialist rivals. The impe-

rialist system of brutal exploitation and

degradation cannot be reformed or pres-

UN imperialist dSBTT
“peacekeepers”:

Australian occupation z
forces impose reign of

terror in East Timorese
capital of Dili.

»

sured into serving the interests of the op-

pressed— it must be swept away through

international proletarian revolution.

Despite the best efforts of the Labor-

ite traitors and their left tails, the pro-

imperialist rallies were overwhelmingly

petty-bourgeois and white, and working-

class support to the Australian imperial-

ists’ occupation of East Timor is shallow.

Workers seething under union-busting

attacks, minorities subjected to racist

abuse, Aborigines denied even the most
basic necessities of life, all have good
reason to be distrustful of the Australian

ruling class. So now the fake lefts are des-

perately attempting to disappear their

treacherous cheerleading for Australian

imperialism. The ISO, for example, is

running articles about “Anger at UN arro-

gance" and “Labor and Militarism." while

WP says, if you look hard enough, “Aus-

tralian and UN troops out now.”

The fake lefts' current attempts to paint

themselves in “anti-imperialist" colours

is just whitewash. Every one of them
howled with the imperialist wolves,

cheering capitalist counterrevolution in

the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.

This historic defeat for the international

proletariat has meant horrific destitu-

tion for the working people, especially

women, unleashed murderous commu-
nalist bloodletting and intensified inter-

imperialist rivalries. While the fake left

rallied behind “democratic" imperialism,

we Trotskyists, revolutionary Marxists,

fought for the unconditional military

defence of the bureaucratically degener-

ated and deformed workers stales in the

USSR and East Europe against imperial-

ist attack and internal counterrevolution.

We fought for proletarian political revolu-

tion to oust the conservative, nationalist

Stalinist usurpers who undermined and
ultimately strangled the gains of the Rus-

sian Revolution of 1917, the first and to

date only successful workers revolution

in history.

Australasian Spartacist

H I

In leadup to military

occupation of East
Timor, Australian ISO
(far left) called for

imperialist economic
sanctions against
Indonesia in guise of
"union bans” and
DSP/Resistance (left)

openly called for

sending in troops.
Spartacist

League/Australia
forthrightly opposed
chauvinist mobilization.

Reuters

Having supported the anti-Soviet Cold

War drive of the imperialists and their

social-democratic front men, the fake-

left traitors in short order were openly

embracing the war aims of the NATO
imperialists in the Balkans. Fuelled by

and in turn fuelling murderous national-

ism, capitalist counterrevolution ripped

apart the deformed workers state of

Yugoslavia, leading to all-sided reaction-

ary “ethnic cleansing.” As the imperialist

powers manoeuvred to extend their influ-

ence, self-proclaimed “socialists" consis-

tently lined up behind whoever “their"

imperialist rulers were backing. In 1999,

most of the “left" took up the imperial-

ists’ war cry over “poor little Kosovo."

Workers Power, for a grotesque example,

marched in London alongside those call-

ing for NATO bombing of Serbia.

We in the SL along with our com-
rades throughout the International Com-
munist League fought against the NATO
imperialist attack, declaring: Defeat U.S./

Australian imperialism through workers
revolution! Defend Serbia! We gave not

a shred of support to Milosevic & Co., a

gang of capitalist, nationalist murder-
ers. While the left hailed NATO’s pawns
in the Kosovo Liberation Army (UCK),
we said that there was a just cause for

self-determination for Kosovo, but it

had become subordinated to the NATO
imperialists. Today, the imperialists and
the UCK are now reversing the terms
of oppression, beating, torturing and
driving out Serbs and Roma (Gyp-
sies). Against all the bloody nationalist

regimes, we fight for the proletarian

internationalist perspective of a social-

ist federation of the Balkans. We say:

U.S./UN/all imperialists out of the

Balkans!

‘Human Rights”The Fraud of

Imperialism

As we stated in our I October 1999

leaflet. “East Timor Independence Now!
All Indonesian and All UN Imperialist

Troops Out Now!":
“The UN intervention has nothing to do
with defending the Fast Timorese people
and everything to do with defending
the interests of the imperialist powers,
chiefly the U.S and its Australian jun-
ior partner The UN mission’s name

—

Operation Stabilise’—captures us true
intent: to enforce neocoloniul stability in

Australia's ‘backyard’ and prop up the
Indonesian police-stale regime in the
lace of massive social unrest."

We say that the real and only allies ol the

desperately poor people of Fast Timor
are the international working class, from
the multi-millioned proletariat ol Indone-
sia to the workers of the imperialist

countries in the region, Australia and
Japan.

In Indonesia, the road to overthrow the

blood-drenched regime requires that the

WORKERS VANGUARD
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Asian immigrants
imprisoned in Port

Hedland, Western
Australia, 1995.

proletariat struggle to transcend the dom-
inant Javanese chauvinism fostered by
the bourgeoisie, championing the right of
self-determination for all the oppressed
peoples in the archipelago. This means a

struggle against bourgeois forces like

Megawati Sukarnoputri, a vicious chau-
vinist who supported the annexation of
East Timor and to whom much of the

fake left has given backhanded support.

As the new government of Abdurrahman
Wahid, Megawati and Amien Rais dem-
onstrates, all wings of the bourgeoisie in

countries of belated capitalist develop-

ment are so tied to imperialism and fear-

ful of the proletariat that they are inca-

pable of fulfilling the tasks historically

associated with the bourgeois-democratic

revolution. Achieving these tasks and put-

ting an end to the brutal exploitation of
the masses requires the proletarian sei-

zure of power—the Trotskyist program of
permanent revolution. To this end, the

working class must forge a revolutionary

leadership—a Lcninist-Trotskyist parly.

If it is not to be strangled by economic
and social backwardness and imperialist

intervention, the struggle for proletarian

revolution in Indonesia must be linked to

the fight for workers rule in the advanced

capitalist countries, not least Australia,

Japan and the U.S.

The imperialist occupation of East Ti-

mor is also a dagger aimed at the bureau-

cratically deformed workers state in

China, where the Stalinist bureaucracy is

driving headlong toward capitalist resto-

ration. Their seeking to join the World
Trade Organisation is their latest move
in a series of attacks which threaten

the gains of the 1949 overthrow of capi-

talist barbarism. For the imperialists,

the “magic of the market” means driv-

ing fully one-third of all workers in

China’s state industries out into the

streets. We stand for the unconditional

military defence of China—as well as of

North Korea, Vietnam and Cuba—against

imperialist attack and internal counterrev-

olution. We light to mobilise the proletar-

iat of China and the other deformed
workers slates to prevent capitalist coun-

terrevolution through a political revolu-

tion which ousts the nationalist Stalinist

bureaucracies.

The Australian-led occupation of East

Timor underscores that Southeast Asfa

is a hotbed of intcrimperialist rivalries.

As our comrades in the Spartacisl Group
Japan wrote on 20 October 1999, “The
Japanese ruling class is bankrolling

this imperialist military operation while

simultaneously using it as a pretext to fur-

ther expand and strengthen its imperialist

military." There arc 200 Japanese soldiers

now in | the Indonesian city of] Surabaya

and West Timor. Meanwhile, the Austra-

lian imperialists’ armed forces are now
much closer to resource-rich Aceh, where
agitation for independence from Indone-

sia is growing. Reportedly, Indonesian

radar has detected Australian military

aircraft ‘intrusions" around Aceh—most
likely from the Butierworth airbase in

Malaysia. Aceh sits directly astride the

Straits of Malacca, a strategic waterway
through which most of Japan’s oil passes,

including its major operations in Aceh
itself. While having their own particular

interests in the region, the Australian

jackal imperialists very much act as

Washington’s “deputy sheriff’ in Asia.

Anti-Asian racism is the bedrock of

Australian capitalist imperialism. Even
as the Australian rulers posture as

“defenders” of the East Timorese, they

have launched a campaign of racist hys-

teria against refugees from Asia and

Iraq—victims of continued bombing
and a starvation blockade by “human
rights” imperialism. Screeching about “a

national emergency," immigration minis-

ter Philip Ruddock has tried to outdo the

fascistic One Nation party of Pauline

Hanson in targeting nonwhite people. The
government, fully supported by Kim Bea-

zley’s ALP [Australian Labor Party] has

all but abolished the right of asylum

while mandating Australian interception

of foreign ships in international waters!

Recently arrived East Timorese refugees

are being pressured to return—with only

a blanket and a sack of rice. Against this

bipartisan war on immigrants we say:

Down with the racist immigration laws!

No deportations! Immigrant workers, a

bridge to the toilers throughout Asia, are

a vital component of the forces capable of

destroying this racist capitalist system.

The multiracial working class, suffering

under the prollt-gouging bosses, has a

special duty to lake up the struggle to

defend refugees and to fight for full citi-

zenship rights for all immigrants!

Meanwhile, ALP/Libcral unity extends

to (right-wing prime minister] Howard’s

new tax—an increase in the Medicare

levy for those earning more than $50,000

to fund the imperialist oecupation of

East Timor and increase the size of the

armed forces. Raising money for imperi-

alist murder in the name of “health”

is truly Orwellian. But even this is not

enough for Bca/.ley: he wants the

bosses to grant leave for workers to join

the Army Reserve and stand alongside

the gun-toting Australian army thugs in

oppressing the East Timorese! Down
with Howard/Bcazlcy’s war tax!

From its very origins, the ALP has

been even more aggressive than the out-

right bourgeois Liberals in pushing Aus-
tralian imperialist military interventions

in the name of the "national interest.”

Preaching the lie that there is a “partner-

ship” between the working class, forced to

sell its labour power as its sole means of

existence, and the tiny minority of capi-

talist exploiters, the social democrats are

defenders of the capitalist order. Thor-

oughly bourgeois in its program, outlook

and leadership while based on the trade

unions, the ALP is a bourgeois workers

party, representing pot the class interests

of the proletariat but the material privi-

leges of an "aristocracy of labour," bribed

by crumbs from the profits the imperial-

ists reap from exploiting and oppressing

millions of people around the world.

Fully imbibing the “values" of the

capitalist rulers of this white imperialist

enclave in Asia, the ALP has been in the

forefront of racist anti-immigrant, anti-

Asian hysteria, from the founding “prin-

ciple" of "While Australia" to today tar-

geting desperate refugees. Ruling for the

bosses, the federal ALP in power oversaw
a hideous escalation of the murder of

Aboriginal people and laid the basis for

the Howard government’s vicious union-

busting and slashing of social services.

Opposing and demobilising any con-

certed fight against the capitalists’ one-

sided class war, the social-democratic

traitors found energy, purpose and drive

in whipping up support for the Australian

imperialist occupation of East Timor. And
right behind them came the pseudo-left.

Little Drummer People
for Imperialism

In the vanguard of the reactionary

chauvinist mobilisations demanding Aus-

tralian imperialist troops "liberate” East

Timor were the Democratic Socialist

Parly and its youth group. Resistance. A
hallmark of the DSP and its predecessors

has been to appeal to the racist Austra-

lian imperialists to adopt “a progressive

foreign policy” while welcoming Austra-

lian military adventures under the guise

of providing “humanitarian” assistance

from Somalia to Cambodia to Irian Jaya.

Sneering that opposition to their gro-

tesque support to Australian imperialism

was “‘left-wing’ dogmatism," the DSP
bragged that they “forced” the imperial-

ists to act, declaring the occupation of

Timor a “victory."

The International Socialist Organisa-

tion repeatedly joined the "Send in the

Troops" crowds, describing one such

rally as “fantastic," and endorsed two

"Peacekeepers In” demonstrations in

Melbourne on 8 and 10 September. Now
they want to cover their tracks over East

Timor. So Socialist Worker has had

numerous articles warning against any

“reliance" on the UN, detailing the

bloody nature of UN interventions over

the years, and even a few criticisms of

the ALP's “gung-ho support for Austra-

lian militarism” (22 October 1999).

It was the union bans against Indonesia

carried out by the pro-imperialist Labor-

itc union bureaucracy which the ISO
cheered most of all, as they marched in

the chauvinist rallies with “trade union

bans now” banners. To this day, the ISO
wants the bans not only reinstated but

increased. The very grotesqueness of the

"union bans” was shown by the fact that

the MUA [Maritime Union of Australia]

banned wheat shipments to Indonesia,

where workers are facing starvation due
to the Asian capitalist economic crisis.

In fact, not only does the ISO refuse to

call for the Australian/UN troops to get

out of East Timor, their actual position

was that there weren’t enough troops!

Under the headline “Troops no answer to

Timor’s agony" (Socialist Worker. 24
September), the ISO laments:

"The 7000 troops of the ‘pcace-kceping’
force are not a serious attempt to deal

with the East Timor's [sic] crisis.

“According to the government’s own
military analysts, it would take 4000 just

to monitor the border between East and
West Timor."

Just days earlier, a Socialist Workers
Party speaker (the ISO's British parent

group) at a “Freedom for East Timor”
meeting in London criticised Tony Blair’s

continued on page 10
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Australian troops set fire to peasant village in South Vietnam during U.S.-led
counterrevolutionary war against Indochinese workers and peasants in 1960s
and ’70s.
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Aborigines chained and treated as slaves by colonial settlers. White Australia
racism meant genocidal oppression of Aboriginal people.
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From the Archives of Marxism

Break with the Democrats!
Build a Workers Party

!

The capitulation of the Transport

Workers Union Local 100 bureaucracy

to the court injunctions leveled by Repub-

lican New York City mayor Rudolph

Giuliani and Democratic stale attorney

general Eliot Spit/.cr against the transit

workers on the eve of a potential walkout

last month, criminalizing not only the

right to strike but even advocacy of strike

action, was a stark demonstration of

how the class collaboration of the labor

misleaders is counterposed to a defense

of workers’ interests. As we wrote in a

December 14 leaflet in response to the

bipartisan union-busting assault, “Labor’s

power has been shackled by the union

misleaders who tie the unions to the cap-

italist class enemy, its government and

political parlies, particularly the Demo-
crats” (“Defend Labor’s Right to Strike!

Bust the Union-Busters! Break with the

Democrats—For a Workers Party!” re-

printed in WV No. 726, 31 December
1999).

Indeed, the chief political expression of

the labor bureaucracy’s all-sided program
of class collaboration is its support to the

capitalist Democratic Parly, going back to

the “New Deal" coalition under President

Franklin D. Roosevelt in the 1930s.

Elected president in 1932, Roosevelt, him-

self a millionaire scion of the moneyed
aristocracy, promised American working
people a "New Deal”—a return to full

employment and a future of permanent
and general prosperity, enacting limited

social welfare measures like the Works
Progress Administration (WPA). To this

day, the AFL-CIO bureaucracy and its left

tails continue to peddle the myth that

Roosevelt's New Deal marked the heyday
of "progressive” politics in the U S.

In fact, the aim of the New Deal coali-

tion was to co-opt the new industrial

unions through a series of government
laws and regulatory agencies and. more
broadly, to buy "class peace.” The impact

of the Great Depression, combined with
the victory of fascism in Germany, led to

a leftward radicali/ation of the American
working class. In 1934. there were three

citywide general strikes— in San Fran-
cisco, Minneapolis and Toledo, Ohio—all

led by “reds," respectively the Commu-
nist Parly (CP), the Trotskyists and A J.

Musie’s American Workers Party, which
soon thereafter fused with the Trotskyists.

The next few years saw the formation
o! the mass industrial unions, again in

many cases under the leadership of self-

described communists and socialists. The
strikes in this period, especially in the

auto industry, were virtual wars involving

Roosevelt’s
“New Deal” Coalition and

the “People’s Front 55

Veterans of Future Wars

1937 cartoon in

Trotskyist newspaper
exposed “People’s
Front Against
Fascism" as prop
for U.S. imperialism.

At bottom, CP head
Earl Browder crawls
behind pacifists

and liberals.

mass pickets, plant occupations and sec-

ondary labor boycotts of scab goods. The
CIO organizing drives broke down the

racist barriers which characterized the old

AFL craft unions, as hundreds of thou-

sands of black workers took their place as

a powerful new strategic component of

the industrial proletariat.

The burgeoning labor militancy ex-

pressed a broader political groundswcll

that could have led for the first time to a

workers party independent of the two
capitalist parlies. But this surge toward

independent political action was instead

channeled by the leaders of the new
industrial union movement into Roo-
sevelt's Democratic Party, not only by old-

line labor bureaucrats like John L. Lewis
and social democrats like Walter Reuther

hut also by the Stalinist CP, by far the

strongest force on the American left.

The CP’s support to Roosevelt was part

of an international policy—dubbed “the

people’s front against fascism"—promul-
gated in 1935 by the Stalini/ed Commu-
nist International. The Soviet bureauc-

racy under Stalin was then seeking an
alliance with the Western “democratic”

October 23 labor/black mobilization that drove KKK out of NYC was a
microcosm of a workers party in action. Democrats colluded with Republican
mayor Giuliani and capitalist courts in failed attempt to give Klan a free ride.

imperialist slates (Britain, France and the

U.S.) against Nazi Germany. To this end.

Communist parties were instructed to

support a supposedly “progressive” and
"anti-fascist” section of their own bour-

geoisie. Where Stalinist parties had a

mass base as in France, the popular front

meant a coalition with bourgeois parties

like the Radicals. As was seen most
clearly in the case of the Spanish Civil

War in the late 1 930s, the role of the pop-

ular front in power was to suppress prole-

tarian revolution.

We publish below excerpts from the

1937 pamphlet The Peoples’ From: The
New Betrayal by James Burnham, then

a leading Trotskyist publicist, expos-

ing the Stalinist program of class collab-

oration, particularly as applied in the

United States. Since the American CP
was relatively small, its popular-front

policy was manifested through elec-

toral support to the Democrats, begin-

ning with Roosevelt’s 1936 re-election

bid against Republican opponent Alf
Landon. A few years after writing this

pamphlet, Burnham broke with the then-

Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party, join-

ing with Max Shachtman in leading a

petty-bourgeois opposition which repudi-

ated the Marxist position of uncondi-
tional military defense of the Soviet

Union against imperialism and internal

counterrevolution. Burnham soon became
an anti-communist renegade and eventu-
ally an extreme rightist. However, this

1937 pamphlet remains an excellent

polemic, from a revolutionary standpoint,

against reformism and class collaboration

on the American terrain.

Three generations have now passed
since the newly formed industrial unions
came under the political sway of the

Democratic Party. What is the result?

Today, "new” Democrat Bill Clinton and
the Republican-dominated Congress are
moving to dismantle the limited social

reforms of the 1930s made as conces-
sions to labor militancy. Welfare has been
abolished. Social Security is under attack.

The level of unionization has steadily
declined in recent decades. A major rea-

son for this is the AFL-CIO's servile obe-

dience to harsh anti-labor laws such as

Tafi-Hartlcy, enforced by Republicans

and Democrats alike.

The allegiance of the labor bureauc-

racy, as well as the majority of the work-

ing class and also the oppressed black

and Latino minorities, to the Democratic

Party is the main obstacle to successful

class struggle in the U.S. It is necessary

to break with the Democratic Party and to

forge a workers party, one modelled on

the Bolshevik Party of Lenin and Trotsky,

which led the workers of Russia to pow-er

in the October Revolution of 1917, creat-

ing the first workers stale in history. We
strive for new October Revolutions— for

the overthrow of the capitalist system and

its replacement by an egalitarian socialist

society internationally.

“The Peoples’ Front: The New
Betrayal” by Janies Burnham

It would be a great mistake to imagine
that the Peoples’ Front is a new policy. It

is. it is true, a new slogan, but. in actual

content, it is simply an old policy in a new
disguise, an old strategy dressed up for

the new occasion.

The words of its defenders make
entirely clear what the real content of the

policy of the Peoples’ Front is; and it

is, therefore, not necessary to give elab-

orate external proof. The Peoples’ Front

is merely a re-wording of the theories

and practises of class collaboration and
coalition government, as these have been

advocated by reformists since the begin-

ning of the modern labor movement.
Class collaboration is what the Peoples’

Front specifically proposes: the union of

organizations and parlies representing

various classes and sections of classes on
the basis of a common program to defend
bourgeois democracy....

The united front, however, has nothing
at all in common with the Peoples’ Front.

Almeida/NY Times
Al Gore embraced by John Sweeney
as October AFL-CIO convention
endorsed his presidential bid. Class-
collaborationist labor bureaucrats
shackle workers to capitalist Demo-
cratic Party.

The united front consists in an agreement
reached between two or more parties and
organizations, which have different pro-
grams, lor joint action on specific issues.

In this agreement there is absolutely no
question of a common political program.
Each organization retains intact its entire

program; retains the right to put it for-

ward; retains the right to criticize the

Other organizations in the united front

agreement, either in general, or for fail-

ure to carry out properly the united front

agreement. Thus, in the united front each
organization guards its full independence;
while at the same time the widest pos-
sible unity can be achieved for carry-"
ing through some action accepted as

desirable by all of the constituent organi-

zations of the united front....

WORKERS VANGUARD



"Battle of Deputies Run,” May 1934.

Trotskyists led victorious

Minneapolis strikes which laid

basis for explosive growth of the

Teamsters and helped inspire the
militant struggles which formed CIO
industrial unions.

becoming apparent in a do/cn fields.

Up to the present, the best known and

most conspicuous result of the Peoples'

Front strategy emerged during the 1936

election campaign. From the point of

view both of the social composition of his

support and likewise of the political con-

tent of his program. Roosevelt was in

effect a Peoples' Front candidate. No one

could doubt that he was a staunch and

outstanding defender of capitalist democ-
racy. nor that the bulk of the proletariat,

the farmers, and the lower strata of the

rest of the middle classes, were solidly

behind him Thus the upholders of the

Peoples’ Front ideology found them-

selves, willingly or unwillingly, driven

into the Roosevelt camp: cither openly,

as was the case with many, or, like the

Communist Parly itself, through a back-

handed and ambiguous formula.

The Communist Party was compelled

to define the issue of the campaign

as "Progress vs. Reaction," "Democ-
racy vs. Fascism.” It had to discover the

forces of fascism in the "Landon-Hearst-

Liberty League” combination. It was then

required to raise as the central slogan.

“Defeat Landon at all costs!” And the

only realistic interpretation of this slo-

gan—the interpretation which the major-

ity of even its own sympathizers made

—

was to vole for Roosevelt. Browder
admits quite openly that this was the cen-

tral direction of the Stalinist campaign
In his post-election analysis of the elec-

tions. delivered to the Central Committee

of the party, he boasts as follows: "The

first objective was the defeat of Landon.

This was accomplished to a degree far

surpassing all expectations., this aim we
shared with the largest number of peo-

ple.... Without exaggerating our role in

bringing about this result, we can safely

say that the weight of each individual

Communist in the struggle was far higher,

many fold, than that of the members
of any other political group in America."

He apologizes at length for the nominally

independent Communist Parly ticket

that was in the field. If only "a national

Farmer-Labor parly..." had “decided to

continual on page 1

1

COMMUNISTS PLEDGE GOVERNMENT
THEIR ALL IN COUNTRY’S DEFENSE

Daily Worker

JAPAN OPENS WAR ON U.S.
Japanese Planes t s. IMunitionof II urQ. P. National Committee

.Srt'/I Mutter of Hour*Vows Support in Crisis

Revolutionary socialists do not merely

accept the united front passively. They arc

the most active and the only consistent

advocates of the united front; whereas

reformists always resist the united front

and must be forced into it—just as the

Stalinists now, in basing their policy on

the reformist Peoples’ Front, resist and

fight against the genuine united front of

action. How could it be otherwise? The
ideas and principles of the revolution-

ary Marxists represent the historical inter-

ests of the proletariat. Consequently, any

joint struggle by specific actions to the

advantage of the proletariat will be wel-

comed by the Marxists; and the broader

the basis, the better. At the same time

the Marxists arc anxious to have an ever

broader mass arena for the presentation of

their own ideas and a demonstration of

their own methods, confident that a true

understanding of them will turn the

masses away from the reformists toward

the revolutionists.

The Peoples' Front, on the other hand,

is not merely, not even primarily,

an agreement for joint action on spe-

cific issues. It first and foremost involves

the acceptance by all members of the

Peoples’ Front of a common program.

This difference is the key to the gulf

which separates the Peoples’ Front from

the united front.

What program? We have already seen

the answer. The program of the Peoples’

Front is a program for the defense of

bourgeois democracy: that is, for the

defense of one form of capitalism.

Whose program is this? It is obviously

nut the program of the proletariat. The
program of the proletariat, accepted by

revolutionists since the publication of the

Communist Manifesto , can be summed up

in two slogans: for workers’ power and

for socialism. Naturally the immediate

tactic of the proletariat is not on all occa-

sions the struggle for stale power: that is

possible only in a revolutionary crisis.

But at all times and on all occasions the

fundamental program remains the same
—for the overthrow of capitalism, for

workers' power and for socialism. This

program expresses the basic class conflict

in modern society; records the Marxist

understanding that the problems of soci-

ety can be solved only by socialism, and
that socialism can be achieved only

through the conquest of power by the pro-

letariat. The duty of the revolutionary

party, the conscious vanguard of the pro-

letariat, is to keep this full and fundamen-
tal program always to the fore and always

uncompromised. In its program, the rev-

olutionary party thus sums up the inde-

pendence of the proletariat as a class, and

asserts its independent historical destiny.

For the proletariat, through its parlies,

to give up its own independent pro-

gram means to give up its independent

functioning as a class. And this is pre-

cisely the meaning of the Peoples’ Front.

In the Peoples’ Front the proletariat

renounces its class independence, gives

up its class aims—the only aims, as

Marxism teaches, w'hich can serve its

interests By accepting the program of

the Peoples’ Front, it thereby accepts the

aims of another section of society; it

accepts the aim of the defense of capital-

ism when all history demonstrates that

the interests of the pioletarial can be

served only by the overthrow of capital-

ism. It subordinates itself to a middle-
class version of how best and most com-
fortably to preserve the capitalist order.

Minnesota Historical Society

The Peoples’ Front is thus thoroughly

and irrevocably non-proletarian, anti-

proletarian....

Marxism always approaches every

social, political, and historical question

from the point of view of the class strug-

gle. The basic conflict in modern soci-

ety—capitalist society— is, according

to Marxism, the contlict and struggle

between the bourgeoisie and the proletar-

iat. This conflict must continue, and pro-

gressively deepen, until capitalism, on a

world scale, is overthrown, and the bour-

geoisie defeated, and liquidated as a

class. Only the two basic classes of mod-
ern society—the bourgeoisie and the pro-

letariat—are capable of independent his-

torical action, and thus of formulating

Q AFL leaders
° William Green

and George
Meany with

Democratic
president
Roosevelt.
Stalinist

Communist Party

joined labor tops
in mobilizing the
working class
behind U.S.

imperialism in

World War II.

independent social and political pro-

grams. Reduced to simplest terms, the

program of the bourgeoisie is the defense

of the capitalist order; the program of the

proletariat, its overthrow. The intermedi-

ary classes, however they may try to

escape it, always in actuality support one
side or another in the basic conflict.

In the light of these elementary first

principles of Marxism, the Comintern

division of the world into "war makers”

and “peace lovers," its statement that the

two great hostile camps are "democracy”

and “fascism," its contention that the

issue is "between democracy and fas-

cism.” are seen to have nothing in com-
mon with Marxism. Its propagation of

a program for the defense of capitalist

democracy represents merely the exten-

sion of one type of bourgeois ideology

into the ranks of the working class....

Bourgeois democracy, Marxism leach-

es further, is a form of capitalism, one

of the political forms through which the

dictatorship of the bourgeoisie over the

proletariat is exercised. It is, in a sense,

the “normal” form of bourgeois dictator-

ship during the progressive phase of cap-

italism. But Marxism is as unalterably

opposed to bourgeois democracy as to any

other form of capitalist rule; it is opposed
because it is opposed in general to capi-

talism and to bourgeois rule, and aims at

the overthrow of capitalism and the defeat

of the bourgeoisie....

The Peoples’ Front has not, of course,

advanced as lar in the United Slates as

in France or Spain. In the formal sense,

there is not yet in the United States an

established "Peoples’ Front." The United

States is not faced with a developing rev-

a conscious mass revolutionary party of

struggle.

But just as the issue of state power can

be settled in favor of the proletariat only

by the independent revolutionary class

struggle of the workers, and is lost for

the proletariat through the reformist strat-

egy of the Peoples’ Front; in the same
way, at the more elementary stages, the

interests of the proletariat can be served

only by the appropriate methods of class

struggle, and arc fatally undermined by

the class collaborationist methods of the

Peoples’ Front. The Peoples’ Front in this

country, seeping into the labor movement
under the sponsorship of the Communist
Party, has made considerable headway;

and already its disastrous effects are

olutionary crisis, as is France, nor is it

in the midst of a Civil War, as is Spain.

Though the historical issue for the United

Stales, as is the case for every nation at

the present lime, is socialism vs. capital-

ism. though only the workers’ revolution

and socialism can solve even a single

one of the major problems facing United

States economy; nevertheless the issue is

not yet posed in terms of the immediate

struggle for state power. The American
proletariat is still faced primarily with

the more elementary immediate demands:

the struggle for the right to organize, for

industrial unionism, for the exercise of

democratic rights generally, for a power-

ful trade union and unemployed move-
ment, for relief and union conditions, for

1
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“Terrorism”...
(continuedfrom page I)

weeks aboard cargo ships literally packed

into shipping containers.

The campaign against “terrorism” and

the broader assault on immigrant rights

are part and parcel of the drive by both

the Democratic and Republican parties

to regiment the population and beef up

the repressive powers of the capitalist

state. This drive is a reflection of sharp

shifts in the profile of the American cap-

italist system, whose massive redistribu-

tion of wealth over the past two decades

has impoverished whole layers of the

population and made the filthy rich far

richer. Today the U.S. has the greatest

disparity of income and wealth of any

major industrial country, and correspond-

ingly the largest number of people

—

overwhelmingly black and Hispanic

—

behind bars anywhere.

Fearing explosions of discontent, the

capitalist rulers bring the iron heel of

repression down ever harder. That is

what’s behind the "war on drugs" which

targets ghetto and barrio youth and the

live Death Penalty Act" and the "Illegal

Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-

sponsibility Act" in particular have led to

an enormous increase in deportations,

reaching nearly 180,000 last year. In

addition, the bipartisan axing of welfare

deprived hundreds of thousands of im-

poverished immigrants—both "legal" and

"illegal"—of even the most meager social

benefits.

The immigration “reform" act created

the "expedited removal" process by

which asylum-seekers and others enter-

ing the country can be instantly expelled

without any legal recourse. A little-

known provision of that law. brought to

light by the December arrests, mandates

the "tracking of every foreigner entering

the United States" as of next year ( Wash-

ington Post. 26 December 1999).

More than 62,000 people, many of

whom had lived in the U.S. since child-

hood, were deported in the year ending

June 1999 for having been convicted

sometime in the past on charges as petty

as shoplifting or turnstile-jumping.

Among the 14,500 who are currently

imprisoned without bail is 37-year-old

Maria Wigent of Rochester. New York.

sie has long upheld the formal (and myth-

ical) separation of the military from

domestic repressive duties as a benefit of

bourgeois democracy," we warned that

the Oakland exercise represented “an

ominous display of the state forces to be

mobilized against the working class,

blacks and all of the oppressed in the

event of any perceived challenge to the

rule of racist American capitalism"

("Marines Invade Oakland." WV No. 7 1 0.

2 April 1999).

Recently, the head of the Senate Y2K
committee asked Deputy Defense Secre-

tary John Hamre if the armed forces

would be ready “in the event of a Y2K-
induced breakdown of community serv-

ices that might call for martial law" (Sol-

dier of Fortune. January 2000). Now the

New York Times (9 January) reports the

creation of a “sensitive new military

operation" to be deployed domestically

in response to a "terrorist" attack.

Unions Must Organize
Immigrant Workers

The tight against anti-immigrant

racism is critical to the defense of the

interests of the entire working class

mm
lauthftjri

In 1994 protest
against California
anti-immigrant
Prop. 187, Latino
truckers' sign reads,
“Long Live the
Immigrant Workers’
Struggle—United
Against Racism and
Discrimination.”
Teamsters tops’
anti-Mexican
protectionism is

poison to class
solidarity and
undermines union
power.

"war on terrorism” which is particularly

aimed at immigrants. The rulers calculate

that they can get away with going after

the most vulnerable layers of society, who
have little or no social power and often

few formal rights. But the intensifying

repression is ultimately aimed at the

workers movement, as seen not only in

the massive growth of professional strike-

breaking outfits but also in the draconian

measures wielded against NYC transit

workers last month.

Historically, the American ruling class

has exploited racial, national, ethnic and
religious differences to divide the work-
ing class, pitting one section against

another. Today, anti-black racism and
anti-immigrant chauvinism are used to

hold down the most oppressed, impover-

ished and exploited sections of the prole-

tariat. Immigrants, mainly from Latin

America, the Caribbean and East Asia,

make up a large pool of low-wage labor

whose intense exploitation depresses the

living standards of working people as a

whole. Thus it is vitally necessary for the

labor movement to take up the struggle

for immigrant rights. This in turn requires

a fight within the trade unions against

the racist and chauvinist policies of the

AFL-CIO bureaucracy. Moreover, immi-
grant workers are not simply powerless
victims of capitalist exploitation. They
often bring with them a tradition of class-

struggle militancy as well as far fewer
illusions in the “benevolence” of the cap-
italist state. No deportations! Full citizen-

ship rights for all immigrants!

Bipartisan War on Immigrants

Especially following the 1995 Okla-
homa City bombing—when the Feds
carried out a racist dragnet against Arab
Americans before two white, right-wing

"militia" types were finally arrested—the

Clinton White House used the spectre of
"international terrorism" to push through

laws vastly expanding the stale’s repres-

sive powers against immigrants and
the rest of the populace. The passage in

1996 of the “Anti-Terrorism and Effec-
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who. after several shoplifting convictions,

faces deportation to Italy, a country she

left when she was five. Another of the

numerous cases publicized by liberal New
York Times columnist Anthony Lewis is

that of Mary Anne Gehris of Georgia,

who has lived in the U.S. for 33 of her 34

years and is the mother of a child with

cerebral palsy. Gehris faces deportation

to Germany because she pleaded guilty in

1988 to pulling someone’s hair in a spat

over a boyfriend!

The 1 996 “anti-terrorism" law. in addi-

tion to vastly expanding the use of the

death penalty, sets up immigrants for

prosecution in special courts on charges

and "evidence" kept secret even from
their lawyers. The new law expands the

provisions of a witchhunting law adopted

during the 1950s Cold War. An example
of how such measures are used is the case

of the Los Angeles Eight—seven Pales-

tinians and a Kenyan woman who have

been threatened with deportation since

1987 simply for their alleged political

sympathies for the nationalist Popular

Front for the Liberation of Palestine.

Under the new law, the L A. Eight would
have been thrown onto a plane in 1987

without ever even knowing the charges

against them. We demand: No deporta-

tion of the L A. Eight!

A document leaked during one pro-

ceeding in this case revealed government
plans to herd Arab residents into concen-

tration camps in the event of a "national

emergency." Under the Reagan adminis-

tration. the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, originally charged with

disaster relief, was transformed into an

apparatus to put down urban insurrec-

tion. with the power to set up concentra-

tion camps for those the ruling class

deems "undesirable."

In addition, as seen in the Operation

"Urban Warrior" exercises carried out by

the Marines last year in Oakland and
other cities, there is growing evidence of
plans to deploy the armed forces for

domestic use. Noting that "this would be

a significant step since the U.S. bourgeoi-

against the capitalist exploiters. The cap-

italists manipulate the flow of immigra-

tion as economic need demands, allow-

ing large-scale immigration when they

require new sources of low-wage work-

ers. who have few rights and are deemed
more disposable in times of economic
contraction At the same time, the exploit-

ers foster anti-immigrant chauvinism to

pit native-born workers—black as well

as white—against immigrants. In racist

America, where black oppression is the

cornerstone of the capitalist system, such

chauvinist bigotry redounds heavily

against black workers and the ghetto

masses.

With low-paid immigrant workers
from Latin America and elsewhere mak-
ing up a growing sector of the unorgan-

ized workforce, any serious union organ-

izing drive immediately poses the need
to fight against deportations and for

full citizenship rights for all immigrants.

And that means taking on the chauvin-

ist policies of the pro-capitalist labor

bureaucracy, which has often been in the

forefront of promoting anti-immigrant

legislation.

A recent article in the Washington Post

(6 December 1999) reported on a union
organizing drive among miserably ex-

ploited maids in a Minneapolis hotel last

year. After the union won recognition,

the employer, invoking a 1986 law re-

quiring employers to verify the immigra
tion status of their workforce or face

penalties, called in the Immigration and
Naturalization Service which arrested

half the workers involved. The article

went on to note: "In 1986. the AFL-CIO
pushed Congress to pass the employer
sanctions law on the grounds that undoc-
umented workers steal jobs from Ameri-
can workers and undermine labor stan-

dards. But this summer, a series of local
labor councils passed resolutions calling
for a repeal of employer sanctions and an
amnesty for the nation’s estimated 5 mil-
lion illegal immigrants. In response, at

the AFL CIO’s annual convention in Los
Angeles in October, federation leaders

for the first time debated the issue.”

While AFL-CIO chief John Sweeney

and others now occasionally talk about

defending the rights of immigrant work-

ers. the union tops’ support for the 1986

law was no aberration but rather an

expression of the labor bureaucracy's pro-

gram of class collaboration. The labor

bureaucracy is the top layer of the unions

which long ago separated itself from its

working-class base, and which sees the

world through the same lens as the capi-

talists and their government. This layer is

beholden to the capitalist system because

it derives its privileged position from the

superprofits reaped by the U.S. imperial-

ists through their exploitation of workers

around the globe. The purpose of these

lop union officials is to ensure the subor-

dination of the workers to the “national

interests" of the enemy class. This collab-

oration with the capitalist rulers is cod-

ified in the labor bureaucrats' fealty to the

Democratic Party.

Exemplifying the AFL-CIO tops’ alle-

giance to corporate America are their

ongoing appeals for protectionist meas-

ures which pit workers in the U.S.

against their class brothers and sisters in

other countries. The flag-waving protec-

tionism expressed in calls for import

quotas and chauvinist tirades against

"foreign workers stealing American

jobs” is aimed at bolstering the interests

of U.S. imperialism against its rivals.

Such poison is directly counterposed to

the need for international class-struggle

solidarity.

Carrying on where his predecessor Ron
Carey left off. James Hoffa Jr.’s most con-

certed effort as Teamsters president has

been to demand that Washington keep

U.S. borders closed to Mexican truckers.

On January I, Hoffa issued a grotesque

statement hailing Clinton's ban on "un

safe" Mexican trucks from U.S. highways

as a "bold step" to "protect American
families." Last week, to the cheers of the

Hoffa bureaucracy, Clinton extended the

ban on Mexican trucks in a move to curry

support for Al Gore's candidacy.

The pro-imperialist chauvinism of the

trade-union bureaucracy was on full

display in the Seattle protests against

the World Trade Organization (WTO).
Encompassing everything from the CIA-
sponsored "Free Tibet” crowd to ecology
types and phony “socialists,” these pro-

tests were politically dominated by the

AFL-CIO lops, who mobilized thousands
of union members to promote "America
first" protectionism shot through with

anti-Communism directed against the

Chinese bureaucratically deformed work-
ers stale, including dumping Chinese-
made steel into the harbor (see “Seattle:

National Guard. Cops Attack WTO
Protesters—AFL-CIO Tops Push Anti-

Communism, Protectionist Poison." WV
No. 725, 10 December 1999).

The Spartacist League had nothing to

do with this chauvinist mobilization,

which served to renew the labor tops'

ties to Clinton’s Democratic Party while
tomenting counterrevolutionary agitation

against China. We call for the uncondi-
tional military defense of China against

imperialism and internal counterrevolu-
tion. The working class in China and
internationally must rally to the defense
ot the gains, however attenuated, of the

1949 Chinese Revolution which swept
away capitalist exploitation. As Trotsky-
ists, we fight for proletarian political rev-

olution to oust the Stalinist bureaucracy
in Beijing, w-hich pushes entry into the

WTO to further its drive for the restora-
tion of capitalism in China.

We seek to mobilize the American pro-

letariat against its “own" bourgeoisie.
What is needed is a new leadership of the
unions committed to the class independ-
ence ot the proletariat from the bosses'
government and from the capitalist Dem-
ocratic and Republican parlies. We fight
to forge a workers parly which would
combat every manifestation of racist dis-

crimination and chauvinist bigotry in the

course ot mobilizing the multiracial pro-
letariat for socialist revolution. Those
who labor must rule! Workers of the
world, unite!*

WORKERS VANGUARD
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Sign at October 23
NYC anti-Klan

mobilization. In wake
of Diallo killing,

SL fought for mass
labor-centered
protest against racist

cop terror.

Diallo...
(continuedfrom page I

)

Bronx (and out of the hands of a black

judge) and sent it to a place where all

the judges and nearly all of the potential

jurors are white.” The court ruling is a

replay of what happened following the

brutal videotaped beating of black Los

Angeles motorist Rodney King, when
the trial of his cop tormentors got moved
to lily-white Simi Valley. When those

cops were acquitted in 1992, L A. was

rocked by a huge, multiracial explosion

of anger, and cities across the country

were hit by massive protests.

Serving the interests of the racist rul-

ers, Sharpton and the other black Demo-
crats are working precisely to prevent

such an upheaval in the center of world

finance capitalism. Joined by Harlem

Congressman Charles Rangel. Sharpton

is pushing for Janet Reno's Justice

Department to take over jurisdiction of

the case. Meanwhile, the Amsterdam
News (23 December) reports that New
York State NAACP spokesman Hazel

Dukes argued “that if the public is to

give full faith to legal proceedings and

their outcome, the trial must be held in

Bronx County" While there would in

fact be no more fitting place to pick a

jury for this case than the Bronx, where

the vast majority have daily, firsthand

experience with the racist NYPD, the

capitalist courts exist not to mete out jus-

tice to the killer cops but to protect them.

It was a Bronx judge who last summer
acquitted off-duty cop Michael Meyer,

tried for pumping a bullet into the chest

of defenseless “squeegee man” Antoine

Reed when he tried to wash Meyer’s

windshield.

Democratic Senate hopeful Hillary

Clinton has also chimed in, saying it was

"unfortunate that the trial, apparently for

legal reasons, had to be moved." But the

“more important issue," Clinton stressed,

is “making sure we have good rela-

tions... with our police and law enforce-

ment” (New York Post , 22 December
1999). Indeed, what these capitalist poli-

ticians arc concerned about is any chal-

lenge to the institutions of racist “law

and order" which the Democrats, under

Bill Clinton’s White House, have done
more to augment and reinforce than even

their Republican predecessors. It is the

role of black Democratic politicos like

Sharpton to quell the anger of the ghetto

masses, while the labor bureaucrats act

as the capitalists’ political police within

the trade unions. The union misleaders’

allegiance to the Democratic Party is the

Join the Labor Black Leagues!

CHICAGO (312)454-4930

Labor Black Struggle League
Box 6938, Chicago, 1L 60680

NEW YORK (212) 267-1025

Labor Black League for Social Defense
Box 2502, Church St. Station

New York, NY 10008

OAKLAND (510) 839-0851

Labor Black League for Social Defense

Box 29497, Oakland. CA 94604

main instrument through which they

chain labor to the capitalist class enemy.

During the Diallo protests last spring,

SEIU Local 1 199 hospital workers union

head Dennis Rivera, himself a former co-

chairman of the state Democratic Party,

said baldly, “The terror that some of us

have is that if we don’t channel this into

a solution, this will fizzle, and there will

be a sense of frustration and an increased

polarization.” A polarization between the

working masses and the racist rulers is

the last thing the pro-capitalist labor tops

want. Their job is to preserve the capital-

ist status quo, and thus their “solution" is

to try to channel the outrage against the

cops into support for the Democrats and

the preservation of police-enforced “law

and order.”

Cops: Enforcers of Racist
Capitalist Rule

To this end, Rivera joined with Sharp-

ton last spring in pushing a ten-point pro-

gram for police “reform" which included

calls for more black and other minority

cops, for a stronger civilian review board

and for federal oversight of the NYPD.
But the whole purpose of this ten-point

program—as was clear from its demand
for a pay raise for the cops—was to pre-

serve the authority of the strikebreaking,

racist “law and order" system by makirig

it appear as if it is simply a matter of a

few “bad apples” in an otherwise fine

police force. Tailing the Democrats and

their labor lackeys, the International

Socialist Organization (ISO), operating

through the instrumentality of a “City-

wide Network Against Police Violence,"

put forward a virtually identical ten-point

program for reforming the police, minus
only the call for a pay raise.

Black or white, the cops are the armed
enforcers of racist capitalist rule; they

cannot be “reformed." From the federal

government on down, whether under

Democratic or Republican administra-

tion, the capitalist state—whose core is

the cops, courts, military and prison

system—is an instrument for organized

violence against the working class and

minorities. As we wrote at the time of

the Diallo protests last year, "There will

be no end to police brutality short of

the destruction of the system of capital-

ist exploitation and racist oppression

which the cops serve as armed guard

dogs" ("As New York Seethes Over

Diallo Killing: Beware Democratic Party

Hustlers—Enemies of Labor, Blacks,"

WV No. 710, 2 April 1999).

At the same time, we noted: "But a

massive mobilization of labor would give

the cops some pause.” Against the Demo-
crats and their reformist hangers-on, we
fought for mass labor protests against

racist cop terror:

“The mass outrage against the cops does

need an organized political expression.

Not one aimed at strengthening the hand
of the Democrats, the political tool of the

very capitalist rulers whose interests the

cops ‘serve and protect,’ but one which
provides a proletarian class axis that can
weld (he social power of the multiracial

working class to the anger of the inner

city through mass labor-centered protest

against cop terror.

"The ranks of powerful unions like the

Transport Workers Union in New York

include thousands of black workers who
know that it could just as easily have

been them as Amadou Diallo. Our call

for labor protest has found deep reso-

nance among the transit union member-
ship. They have the power to stop the

world center of finance capital dead in

its tracks."

That kind of organized political expres-

sion was seen a few months later in the

mass labor/black mobilization initiated

by the Partisan Defense Committee

—

endorsed by dozens of unions and union

officials and built by hundreds of work-

ers and others throughout the city

—

which rode the KKK out of New York

City on October 23. The PDC’s call to

stop the KKK galvanized wide layers of

NYC working people and minorities, who
know they are all in the gunsights of

the nightriding racist terrorists. It tapped

into the accumulated anger, particularly

among blacks and Hispanics, against the

marauding, racist cops and more gener-

ally among working people who are fed

up with being pushed around for years in

the one-sided war against workers and

the poor.

Working feverishly to try to prevent

this mobilization of the social power of

the working class against the KKK were

the very Democratic Party politicians

—

joined by labor bureaucrats like Rivera

—

who tried to quell the outrage over the

Diallo killing. Sharpton and the publish-

ers of the Amsterdam News filed a

“friend of the court” brief on behalf of

the Klan’s “right" to rally for genocide.

Eagerly assisted by the social-democratic

ISO, Sharpton joined hilherto-unknown

stale assemblyman Scott Stringer and the

rest of the stale Democratic Parly estab-

lishment in organizing an obscene dem-

onstration of "tolerance" for the nightrid-

ing KKK in a failed bid to deflect the

more than 8,000 people who turned out

with the aim of stopping the KKK. And
today, the man who served as lawyer

for the KKK, New York Civil Liber-

ties Union executive director Norman
Siegel, worries that moving the trial of

Diallo’s executioners to Albany under-

mines the authority of the capitalist “jus-

tice" system, warning that the move
"gives material to people who don't

believe in the legal system or want to

undermine the legal system.”

Fight for a Workers Party!

The Democrats’ role as the main force

against the anti-Klan mobilization was

simply an expression of the class interests

that they represent, those of the racist

capitalist rulers against the working class.

But they did not succeed, and what was

seen on the streets of New York that day

was the microcosm of the kind of work-

ers party needed to lead the struggles of

the working class and the oppressed

against the whole system of capitalist

exploitation and racist injustice. The forg-

ing of such a workers party will go hand

in hand with the fight for a class-struggle

leadership of the unions, one built in

opposition to the class-collaborationism

of the pro-capitalist union tops. Break

with the Democrats—Build a workers

party!

The bitter fruits of the union mis-

leaders’ class collaboration was seen

recently in the betrayal of the Transport

Workers Union (TWU) Local 100 mem-
bership in the face of union-busting court

injunctions brought by Giuliani and Dem-
ocratic state attorney general Eliot Spit-

zer. Both the TWU Local 100 leadership

under Willie James and the New Direc-

tions “opposition” caved in to the injunc-

tions, instructing transit workers not to

even utter the word “strike.” Both of these

wings of the TWU bureaucracy support

the presence of Transit Authority security

cops in the union. And while James

invited NYPD “union" spokesmen to

speak from the platform at transit work-

ers rallies before the contract expiration.

New Directions’ whole strategy has been

to drag the union into the bosses’ courts

to further its own bureaucratic aspira-

tions. The cops are not workers but racist,

strikebreaking thugs for the bosses. They

have no place in the labor movement.

Cops, courts out of the unions!

The union-busting court orders and the

army of cops unleashed against the TWU
expose what the capitalist state really is:

a machinery of repression for the defense

of capitalist profits and power. That state

cannot be pressured or reformed to serve

the interests of workers and the oppressed

but rather must be smashed through a

socialist revolution which sweeps away
the racist capitalist system and erects in

its place a workers government where

those who labor rule. Under a govern-

ment of workers councils, people’s courts

in the Bronx will surely be in the fore-

front of dispensing proletarian justice to

those who had served as hired killers for

the capitalist exploiters.
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East Timor...
(continuedfrom page 5)

Labour government for doing too little

too late in Last Timor and complained

that Britain had contributed only “a few

Gurkhas"!

Posturing to the left are the quirky ref-

ormists of the Communist League (CL),

affiliated with the U S. Socialist Workers

Party (SWP) of Jack Barnes. They con-

demned the pro-war mobilisations and

union bans and demand, "Australian, U.S.

troops out of East Timor now!" ( Militant .

4 October). But the CL is hardly a politi-

cal opponent of the pro-imperialist trade-

union bureaucracy. Only a year ago they,

with the rest of the left, hailed the sell-

out of the waterfront struggle as a victory,

alibiing the very same Maritime Union

leaders who organised the chauvinist

anti-Indonesian bans.

Long ago. the SWP/CL explicitly repu-

diated the Trotskyist program ot perma-

nent revolution in order better to tail all

manner of "progressive" forces (among

which they include the reactionary Ira-

nian ayatollahs!). Under headlines such

as "Deepening Struggles by Working

People Mark Discussion on Indonesian

Elections” (2 August), the Militant is full

of reportage uncritically featuring people

lauding "refomiasi," i.e., reforming Indo-

nesian capitalism. Opposed to the fight

for proletarian revolution, their be all and

end all is extolling the virtues of opening

up “political space.” It was under the ban-

ner of widening "political space" that

the Barnesites sided with imperialism in

cheering the capitalist counterrevolution

in the USSR and Eastern Europe. While

proclaiming themselves ‘'Fidel istas they

supported and pushed the very forces

intent on strangling the Cuban Revolu-

tion. Hailing Boris Yeltsin's American-

backed power grab, their front-page head-

line said. "Soviet Workers Win Giant

Victory by Defeating Coup" (6 Septem-

ber 1991).

Incredibly, the SWP/CL blandly de-

clared. “World capitalism has suffered an

historic defeat in Eastern Europe and the

Soviet Union " Even today in a world of

heightening interimperialist rivalries and

increased imperialist military attacks on

the peoples of the world, the Barnesites

AFP

assert "It was imperialism which lost the

Cold War” (6 December 1999). That

must certainly come as news to the peo-

ple of the former Soviet Union, where

capitalist counterrevolution brought mass

unemployment, hideous impoverishment

and plummeting life expectancy. One

does have to ask, what planet does the

SWP/CL live on? The SWP/CL's support

to capitalist counterrevolution and their

bizarre contortions ought to repel anyone

looking for a revolutionary Marxist pro-

gram of struggle to overthrow capitalism.

And then there is the Socialist Equality

Party (SEP) of David North and Nick

Beams. Sometimes capable of putting

some orthodox-sounding lines on paper,

the SEP are. to use Lenin’s term, "politi-

cal bandits”—that is, political pirates

who will say and do anything to serve

their grotesque opportunist appetites.

Their "World Socialist Web Site" (into

which they have liquidated all their

newspapers) carried an item dated 17

September which stales "its opposition

to a military intervention in East Timor.”

They even write that “the Australian

political and military elite owe a major

debt of gratitude to the protest leaders"

of the “troops in” demonstrations. At the

same time, they deliberately cover up the

anti-Indonesian racism that was the hall-

mark of the chauvinist mobilisations and

portray the participants as people who
merely wanted "to express outrage at the

Indonesian military-organised carnage in

East Timor.” The SEP knows full well

otherwise because they were there, hand-

ing out leaflets from tables to people

yelling, "Peacekeepers in now"!

Meanwhile, the SEP hid the fact

that they oppose independence for East

Timor. When the demand for national self-

determination served as a “democratic"

fig leaf for imperialist attacks on the

Soviet degenerated workers state, North/

Beams were unswerving in their support

to "national rights." But now that the

USSR is no more, they reject the right

of self-determination for nations. The

SEP denies the rights of East Timorese,

Tamils. Qu6b6cois, Chechens and other

oppressed nationalities. Thus they cover

for the chauvinism of the oppressor

nations.

Having for years demanded the trade-

union bureaucracy and “left" wing of

the ALP kick out the “right” and form a

"workers government," today the SEP
preaches that the unions are totally bour-

geois institutions and that union struggles

against the bosses’ attacks are useless.

The "politics" of these sewer "socialists"

are based on opposition to almost all

struggles of the oppressed.

For a Workers Republic of

Australia, Part of a Socialist Asia!

However much they would like to dis-

guise the fact, the Australian "left" today

openly embraces the "national interest"

of their “own” capitalist exploiters. Their

backing of the "human rights" creden-

tials of the Australian imperialist slate

has directly assisted the attempts of the

bourgeoisie to overcome Australia's own
"Vietnam syndrome": the bourgeoisie's

humiliating memory of Australia and the

U.S.’ defeat at the hands of the heroic

Vietnamese workers and peasants. The
result is increased racist reaction and

militarist buildup.

Yet the same capitalist class, whether

represented by the Liberals or ALP. that

yearns to enslave the East Timorese is

attacking the unions, women's rights.

Aboriginal peoples, immigrant workers

and youth. Many people want to fight

back, and there have been a series of

popular, defensive strikes. But under the

leadership of the Laborite, pro-imperialist

trade-union bureaucrats, these struggles

have been demobilised, channelled into

parliamentary lobbying, electoral cam-

paigns for the ALP and the bosses' arbi-

tration courts.

Our aim is to build a proletarian,

revolutionary internationalist party, a

tribune of the people, that seeks to trans-

form the consciousness of the working

class—to understand its social power and

unique historical interest— in order to

lead a socialist revolution to destroy the

entire system of capitalist imperialism.

This requires a tight to split the working-

class base of the ALP away from its pro-

capitalist tops, not least through forging a

class-struggle leadership in the unions

that opposes the ruling class all down
the line.

In this country, solidarity with the

Indonesian and East Timorese masses

means above all the struggle to overthrow

the Australian ruling class through work-

ers revolution. The complete social and

national liberation of the East Timorese

and myriad other oppressed peoples of

the region requires the smashing of impe-

rialism and the construction of a socialist

Asia, from Indonesia to Korea, from Aus-

tralia to Japan. It is to this task that the

International Communist League is dedi-

cated. Independence now for East Timor!

Australian imperialists get out! For a

workers republic of Australia, part of a

Australasian »
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South Africa...
(continuedfrom page 12)

by the state, harking back to apartheid-

era campaigns like Operation Khanyisa

(“light up") and Vulanianzi (“open the

tap"). There is also a call for the resigna-

tion of current township councillors who
preside over the rate increases. But noth-

ing will really change if these council-

lors are simply replaced by others less

compromised in the eyes of the masses.

Nor can the Pan African Congress

(PAC), which has been a component of

the leadership in the Ivory Park protests,

provide a programme of struggle against

the brutal attacks of the capitalist gov-

ernment. This is an anti-woman, anti-

immigrant, anti-working-class and anti-

communist nationalist formation seeking

to refurbish its badly tarnished creden-

tials in light of its dismal showing in last

year’s parliamentary elections. Politi-

cally. the PAC is substantially similar to

the ANC, from which it split in the

1950s. The main difference is that it

has relatively little popular support and

authority. Hence these petty-bourgeois

nationalists find it opportune to posture

as a “radical" opposition to the ANC’s
neo-apartheid regime. But if the PAC
leaders were offered a few government

ministries, they. loo. would quickly be-

come murderous agents of the white cap-

italist exploiters.

As communists, we defend the strug-

gles of township residents and squatters

against the capitalists and their state.

However, such struggles in themselves

offer no solution to the desperate need for

housing for the black populace. What is

heeded is to nationalise all urban land

while launching a massive construction

programme for racially and ethnically

integrated, quality housing. The bourgeois-

nationalist ANC is not merely incapable

of carrying out such a programme but is

fundamentally hostile to it.

But there does exist a force which has

both the social power and vital interest to

bring about the socialist reconstruction of

South Africa: the predominantly black

Archives...
(continuedfrom page 7)

place Roosevelt at the head of the ticket

nationally.... Would we have refrained

from putting forward our own inde-

pendent tickets and supported the Farmer-

Labor party ticket even with Roosevelt at

the head? I venture to say that under such

circumstances we would almost surely

have done so."

In point of fact, this was done in many
localities either by the Communist Party

officially, or by individual parly mem-
bers In Minnesota. Washington, Calilor-

nia, the Stalinists supported Farmer-
Labor and "progressive" coalitions with

no criticism of the fact that Roosevelt
headed their tickets. In New York, the

Stalinists gave full support to the Ameri-
can Labor Party, which entered the elec-

tion campaign— as its leaders openly
declared—only to gather labor votes for

Roosevelt Individual Communist Parly

members joined the American Labor
Party, and spoke from its platforms in

support of Roosevelt

The Peoples' Front policy dictates a

wholly anti-Marxist analysis of Roose-
velt. He can no longer be treated as

the chief executive for the dominant class.

Criticism of him can only suggest that he
is not responsive enough in carrying out

the “peoples’ mandate." that he cannot be
relied on to lake progressive steps unless

a certain amount of pressure against him
is generated. Even when, alter the elec-

tions were safely under his belt. Roose-
velt, at the bidding of his masters, ruth-

lessly cut the WPA rolls, even in the light

of Roosevelt’s attitude toward the auto

strikes, the Stalinist criticism must
remain mild and “loyal." The Communist
Party, having abandoned the revolution-

ary aim of the overthrow of capitalist

society, becomes the "party of Twentieth
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Immigrants from
neighboring
African states

await deportation
after being
imprisoned by
ANC government.
Spartacist South
Africa fights for

labor to defend
immigrant rights.

proletariat. Significantly, in a November
protest against privatisations, the munic-

ipal workers union SAMWU mobilised

10,000-strong alongside more plebeian

layers under attack, such as the Gauteng

hawkers. In the aftermath of last year’s

public workers strike, there is heightened

sentiment within COSATU to break with

the tripartite alliance. But what then? It is

certainly necessary for the unions to mob-
ilise their social power in strike action

against the attacks of the capitalists and

their government. But especially under

conditions in which 40 percent of the

black labour force is unemployed, the

working class cannot improve or even

defend its economic conditions simply at

the level of trade-union struggle. Class-

conscious workers must fight to oust

the pro-capitalist COSATU bureaucracy

which preaches the lie of a partnership of

capital and labour. It is necessary for the

workers movement to fight against all

forms of social oppression, such as the

murderous attacks on squatters. This is

key to the perspective of building a revo-

lutionary workers party in South Africa.

Defend the Rights of Immigrants!

Parallel to the brutal repression of the

squatters near Ivory Park was a vicious

clampdown in the same area, where the

cops rounded up "illegal” immigrants in

pickup trucks, ivory Park is a township

with a significant proportion of immi-

grants from Mozambique and Zimbabwe,
similar to squatter camps like Madela-
kufa, Phomolong and one named after

Winnie Mandela. Ivory Park is where

four immigrants were lynched last year

by vigilante scum! And ominously, this

year vigilante murders have been on the

increase with the recent arrival in Gau-
teng of the previously rural, 35.000-

strong Mapogo a Mathamaga. a vigilante

army led by black businessmen with ties

to hardline while racists.

To defend the interests of workers and

the dispossessed masses, it is necessary

to challenge and politically defeat the

anti-immigrant poison which has sur-

faced in the squatters' protest. Some
residents have reportedly complained

that the Gauteng government has allo-

cated land to “outsiders" who they

claim are neither homeless nor without

money. These “outsiders” are from the

neighbouring, predominantly “coloured”

(mixed-race) township of Rabbie Riche

and nearby Ebony Park, which includes

immigrants from Mozambique and
Zimbabwe.

In 1994. Tokyo Sexwale, then ANC
premier of Gauteng, denounced the

coloured protesters' request to wipe out

unpaid back rent, saying he wanted to

"vomit.” In 1997. the ANC government
unleashed police and troops against pro-

testers in the predominantly coloured

townships of El Dorado Park, Westbury

and Newclare in southern and west-

ern Johannesburg, killing four and injur-

ing several others. At the same time, the

anti-government protests, whose basic

demand was entirely justified, were also

marked by general hostility to blacks.

Like capitalist regimes everywhere,

the ANC consciously plays off different

Century Americanism”; its purpose as

defined by the Peoples' Front, is to func-

tion within the framework of demo-
cratic capitalism, as a reformist "pressure

group." It must strive to become "respect-

able,” to ingratiate itself with the class

enemy; to show that in return for vague

promises of friendship for the Soviet

Union and polite words against fascism, it

is willing to do its part in smothering the

class struggle and guaranteeing the pro-

tection of bourgeois democracy against

the threat of proletarian revolution. ..

The basis of the Peoples’ Front is class

collaboration; and we know from past

experience of reformism what (his means
on the trade union field.

Are the reactionary trade union bureau-

crats agents of the class enemy within the

working class? Do their policies act as the

major brake to militant class conscious-

ness within the unions? This is what

Marxism has always taught, but no one
could possibly learn this from the most

detailed study of recent Stalinist litera-

ture. Nowhere is there any explanation of,

or even reference to, the social function

of the trade union bureaucracy. At the

most, there is occasional personal criti-

cism of some action too gross to ignore;

but even this is kept to a minimum, in the

interests of currying favor with the maxi-

mum number of the bureaucrats.

The policy of class collaboration

forces the Stalinists to abandon more and

more the lighting struggle for economic

demands, and through that struggle the

raising of the level of class conscious-

ness for the attempt to come to agree-

ments with the bureaucrats, to settle dis-

putes through deals behind the scenes, to

rely on governmental arbitration boards

and mediators. The Stalinist work in

the unions must be subordinated to the

great aim of achieving in this country a

mass, classless Peoples’ Front. To secure

the adherence of a union to a Negro Con-

gress, or an American League Confer-

ence, or a Farmer-Labor-Progressive

what-not. or a Social Security Assembly
is far more important than to gel it to

prepare and win a militant strike....

In other fields of Peoples’ Front activ-

ities, the same general trend is observ-

able. For example, in youth work. Fol-

lowing the Seventh Congress of the

Comintern, and the subsequent Congress

of the Young Communist International,

proposals were made in this country

—

as elsewhere— for the liquidation of

the proletarian political youth organiza-

tions into broad, classless, "non-political"

(i.e.. Peoples' Frontist) youth movements.

When the position of the Young Peoples’

Socialist League made this impossible,

the Y C.L. tried to gain the same end by

the creation of the American Youth Con-
gress on the same Peoples’ Front basis.

The Y.C.L. now devotes a major part of

its efforts to conciliating Y.M.C.A. and

religious youth groups so as to maintain

a bloc with them against revolutionary

socialists. In the student field, the Y.C.L.

consistently attempts to manipulate the

American Student Union into a straight

Peoples’ Front program and organiza-

tional form.

Most significant of all is the applica-

tion of the Peoples’ Front policy to “anti-

war work." Through a multitude of paci-

fist organizations, and especially through

the directly controlled American League
against War and Fascism, the Stalinists

aim at the creation of a "broad, classless,

Peoples’ Front of all those opposed to

war." The class collaborationist character

of the Peoples’ Front policy is strikingly

revealed through the Stalinist attitude in

these organizations. They rule out in

advance the Marxist analysis of war as

necessarily resulting from the inner con-

flicts of capitalism and therefore genu-

inely opposed only by revolutionary class

struggle against the capitalist order; and,

sections of the oppressed against each

other— pitting blacks against coloureds

and Indians. South Africans against

immigrant workers— in order to divert

attention from the main enemy: neo-

apartheid capitalism, under which the

overwhelming majority of the population

is kept in desperate poverty and blacks

remain on the bottom. As Trotskyists, we
fight for the forging of a Leninist party

that acts as a tribune of the people,

defending all sectors of the oppressed as

part of the struggle for proletarian state

power. Only such a revolutionary party

can cut through the rising ethnic hatreds

born of the horrendous poverty produced

by capitalist superexploitation and the

divide-and-rule policies of the capitalist

class and its political front men. Under a

black-centred workers government, there

will be an important role and full demo-

cratic rights for coloureds, Indians and

other Asians, and those whites who
accept a government centrally based on

the black working people.

The SACP justifies its support to neo-

apartheid capitalism with the claim that

the ANC is carrying out a “national dem-
ocratic revolution" which is supposedly

the first stage of a reformist “two-stage"

schema for socialism. This stagist pro-

gramme undermines and paralyses the

struggles of the proletariat and has his-

torically led to bloody defeats.

South Africa, both under the former

white-supremacist government and now
under the bourgeois-nationalist ANC.
offers a clear example of Trotsky’s con-

cept of permanent revolution: that in

backward countries, economic and social

modernization and genuine national lib-

eration can be achieved only through

proletarian revolution and its extension

to the advanced capitalist (i.e., imperial-

ist) countries of North America. West
Europe and Japan. This underscores that

the fight to build a revolutionary workers

party must be waged as part of the strug-

gle to reforge the Fourth International as

a world party of socialist revolution. This

is the purpose of Spartacist South Africa,

section of the International Communist
League.*

in contrast, maintain that all persons,

from whatever social class or group,

whether or not opposed to capitalism, can

"unite" to stop war.

What this “anti-war work" means in

actuality is suggested by the fact that the

Stalinists have abandoned attacks on the

armament program of American imperi-

alism; greet the Buenos Aires Conference

(a mighty step forward in this country’s

preparations for the coming war) as a great

advance toward “world peace"; and criti-

cize revolutionary socialists as planning

to sell this country out to Japan, when
they call for non-support of the govern-

ment in the war. The truth is, of course,

that through the Peoples’ Front, the Sta-

linists are making ready to support the

government, and to recruit the masses for

such support, in the new imperialist war *
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ANC Regime Cracks Down on

South Africa

Debbie Yazbek

As murderous repression against squatters escalates, security cops demolish
"informal housing" settlement in Lawley, south of Johannesburg.

JOHANNESBURG—Following the

throttling of the public workers strike

last year— the largest strike since the

African National Congress (ANC)
replaced the white-supremacist apart-

heid regime in 1994—state repres-

sion is intensifying at an alarming

pace against all sections of the work-

ing class and nonwhite oppressed.

The war on labour waged by the gov-

ernment of Thabo Mbcki, Nelson

Mandela’s hand-picked successor as

South Africa's president, is com-

bined with all manner of attacks on

the black plebeian masses. Electricity

and water are cut off for non-

payment of rent or utility bills.

Squatters are set upon by police and

private security guards.

In early November, the ANC pro-

vincial government of Gauteng prov-

ince unleashed vicious slate terror

against a group of squatters near

Ivory Park, a settlement adjacent to

the Tembisa township near Johannes-

burg. A veteran black militant and

supporter of Spartacist South Africa

reported:

"Scores of people were seriously

wounded following the shooting by

police and security guards and an

estimated 120 were arrested alter ignor-

ing cops’ orders to slop erecting shacks

on the land. When the first order was
made earlier that day. community leaders

heading ihc squatter ‘invasion’ requested

an extension of tunc to allow them to

address the people in order to persuade

them to leave. When it was tune for them
to leave following a meeting of the com-
munity leaders and the cops, people

refused to leave. Cops and security

guards responded with brute force."

Why is this happening? The answer

was given by Thabo Mbcki in a recent

speech at a black management forum

in Johannesburg, where he underscored

the commitment of his government to

the expansion of a layer of black capital-

ists and their enrichment at the expense

of the toiling masses. The bourgeois-

nationalist ANC represents the junior

partners and black front men for the while

capitalist class. They are abetted in this

by the reformist South African Commu-

nist Party (SACP). Long a part of the

core leadership of (he ANC, the SACP
today encompasses everything from lead-

ing elements of the capitalist state appa-

ratus and outright bourgeois nationalists

to labour bureaucrats to militant workers

at the base looking for a revolutionary

perspective.

The "tripartite alliance" of the ANC,
SACP and Congress of South African

Trade Unions (COSATU)—a nationalist

popular front—binds the black working

class and toiling masses to the sys-

tem of neo-apartheid exploitation and

oppression, from strikebreaking to the

shooting down of squatters. As revolu-

tionary Marxists, we seek to break

the black working-class base of the

SACP from its reformist misleaders. We
say: Break with the tripartite alliance!

Build a Leninist-Trotskyist vanguard

party to fight for a black-centred workers

government!

ANC's War on Squatters

The economic basis of the apartheid

system was the supercxploitation of black

labour (including from neighbouring

African states) by the white owners of the

country’s factories, mines and agricultu-

ral land While the white neighbourhoods

of Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durban

resembled the most affluent suburbs

of North America and West Europe,

blacks were condemned to “Third

World” squalor, One out of every four

blacks lived in so-called "informal hous-

ing”—backyard shacks, garages and

shantytowns constructed of cardboard

and plastic. The figure was much higher

in the main urban areas: almost 70 per-

cent in Durban and almost half in the

region around Johannesburg.

During the 1980s, white-supremacist

rule was severely shaken by mass black

struggle. A powerful and combative trade-

union movement developed, exemplified

by the 1987 gold miners strike, which

was the biggest in South African history.

The residents in the black townships

refused to pay rent, property taxes,

electricity bills, garbage fees. etc. The
black revolt, organised through the South

African National Civic Organisation, ef-

fectively took control of the townships.

In the early 1990s, the South African

ruling class and its senior partners moved
to restore political stability by co-opting

the leaders of the ANC and SACP into

the government. Hence Mandela’s

election in 1994 as the country’s first

black president. The new government

promised as part of its much-touted

Reconstruction and Development

Plan to build a million housing units

in five years. But this was cynical

demagogy. A mere 1 1 .000 new

houses were built with government

funds in the first years of the ANC-
led regime. Moreover, these houses

were so shoddily built that they fall

apart in the heavy summer rain Con-

sisting of only one room, often with-

out electricity, they are derisively

called "Uno” houses after the tiny

Fiat car which is popular in South

Africa.

Mandela. Mbcki & Co., however,

did keep their promise to defend the

property rights of the white capital-

ists. Denouncing the "culture of non-

payment,” ANC/SACP cadre who
previously led the black township

revolt now became the chief rent col-

lectors for the Jo’burg banks. The

squatter camps have also been a

source of hard confrontation between

the new government and the impov-

erished black toilers. Believing that

Mandela’s election opened a new era of

freedom, blacks began constructing

"informal housing" at a furious pace,

extending far beyond the segregated

townships.

Significantly, the hot seal of housing

minister in the new government was
given to the principal leader of the Com-
munist Parly. Joe Slovo (since deceased),

for it was expected that here, along with

the labour front, the sharpest conflicts

between the ANC leaders and their mass

base would take place. Using language

identical to his white-supremacist prede-

cessors. Slovo declared that the govern-

ment was “committed to respect constitu-

tional rights in land against any unlawful

infringement and unlawful occupation.

Squalling cannot be condoned."

The recent period has seen increas-

ingly violent repression against squatters.

In squatter settlements such as Khayelit-

sha near Cape Town, the city has set up

a "land invasion" unit which patrols the

township on a daily basis, painting yel-

low numbers on shacks and tearing down
those that spring up overnight. In one
neighbourhood in Springs on the East

Rand, the government deployed not only

police but army units to quell protests

over the cutoff of electricity in October.

That month, the housing department in

Gauteng ordered the destruction of 400
shacks in Lawley, south of Johannesburg.

At a protest against the demolition of

these shacks, an 18-year-old youth, Mak-
hetla Maphika. was shot and killed by a

member of a private security outfit. In a

related action, the cops beat hawkers and
sei/ed their goods in the city centre of

Braamfontcin. Johannesburg, carrying

out government orders to remove poor

people to make downtown “attractive" for

businessmen.

Reacting to the heightened social mis-

ery and government repression, many
black township residents are engaged in

campaigns to reconnect services cut off

continued on page II
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Thousands of public

workers took to the
streets of

Johannesburg in

October to protest
government plans
for privatizations

and layoffs.

12

Down With Neo-Apartheid Capitalism!

For a Black-Centered Workers Government!
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Racist Democratic Party Hustles Black Vote

Down With the Confederate
Flag of Slavery!

Columbia, South Carolina, January 17: In largest protest in South since civil rights
movement, up to 50,000 marched to demand removal of banner of slavery and Klan terror
from statehouse.

Finish the Civil War! For Black Liberation

Through Socialist Revolution!

In the largest protest against

racism in the South since the civil

rights movement, up to 50,000

people marched in Columbia,

South Carolina on January 17 to

demand the removal of the Con-
federate flag from above the

statehouse. From throughout the

state and throughout the South,

protesters turned out on Martin

Luther King Day in numbers far

exceeding organizers’ predic-

tions. They came because they

know what the Confederate flag

stands for: black enslavement

and racist murder, KKK cross-

burnings and church bombings,
the lynching of any who would
fight for the rights of blacks and

labor. Everywhere it flies, from
Southern state capitols to KKK
and Nazi skinhead rallies, it is an

incitement to racist terror.

The Democratic Party, headed

by the Southerners Gore and
Clinton, has cynically seized on
the widespread revulsion toward

the Confederate flag to try

to boost its prospects in the

2000 elections. The Democratic

South Carolina state government
hoisted the Confederate flag in

1962 as a symbol of racist defi-

ance of the mass civil rights

struggles for black equality and
integration, in the same spirit as

the forces of slavery who fired

on the Union flag at Fort Sumter
a century before. Nine days

before the Columbia march, a rabble of
some 6,000 racists had turned out to

uphold this racist banner as a symbol
of Southern "heritage.” On January 17,

marchers carried signs reading, “Your

Heritage Is My Slavery" It is the “heri-

tage” of the slaveholders who lost the

Civil War, of the Dixiecrat Democrats
who presided over decades of Jim Crow
segregation in the South through naked

dictatorship abetted by the terror of the

KKK—a system to keep black people “in

their place” and trade unions out.

The inseparable connection between
the struggle for the rights of blacks and

labor in “open shop” South Car-

olina was brought home with a

vengeance on January 20 in

Charleston, as 600 state and local

police viciously attacked a mass
picket by the overwhelmingly

black International Longshore-

men’s Association (ILA) Local

1422 (see article below). Just

three days before, Local 1422

had sent a busload of its mem-
bers to the Columbia protest,

which was endorsed by the pres-

ident of the state AFL-CIO.
On the day of the march,

Democratic presidential contend-

ers A1 Gore and Bill Bradley

both called for the removal of

the flag from (he statehouse to

score points against Republi-

cans George W. Bush and John

McCain, who openly sided with

the racists in South Carolina.

Bill Clinton chimed in to

announce his opposition to the

flying of the Confederate flag.

Aiding Clinton & Co. in this

cynical hustle is the liberal

NAACP, whose national presi-

dent, Kweisi Mfume, is him-

self a former Democratic Con-
gressman and head of the

Congressional Black Caucus.

The NAACP, one of the organiz-

ers of the January 17 protest, has

initiated an economic boycott of

South Carolina until it removes
the racist flag from the state-

house. Likewise, Jesse Jackson’s

Rainbow/PUSH Coalition has called for a

boycott of Georgia, whose state flag

incorporates the Confederate emblem,
and is organizing a protest in front of the

continued on page 6

JANUARY 24—Early last Thursday
morning, 600 cops clad in riot gear
in Charleston, South Carolina brutally

attacked members of International

Longshoremen’s Association (ILA)
Local 1422 who were picketing scabs
working the Nordana Skodsborg. Hours
before the Danish container ship had
even docked, municipal, county and
state police forces, including prison

guards, had massed on the waterfront.

Brandishing plastic shields and long
wooden clubs, the cops lined the road to

the Columbus Street Terminal, where 19

employees of the non-union Winyah
Stevedoring were working the ship.

Members of the overwhelmingly
black ILA local poured out of the union
hall and hundreds marched up to

the police lines, chanting, “ILA! ILA!
ILA!” With armored personnel carriers

patrolling the area and a police helicop-

ter buzzing overhead, the racist cops

continued on page 5

_ Mlc Smlth/Post and Courier photos
Battle on the waterfront: ILA Local 1422 picket against scab labor attacked by state and local cops.

Charleston ILA Battles Racist

Union-Busting Assault

600 Cops Attack Mass Longshore Picket



Declaration of the International Communist League

Fourth Reich: Hands Off Leftist Demonstrators!

PDS Accepted State Ban

Against 2-L’s Demonstration

We reprint below ci January 14 declar-

ation of the International Communist

League (Fourth Internationalist) protest-

ing the banning and vicious police assault

by the Social Democratic (SPD) govern-

ment of Germany on the annual "2-L's"

demonstration in Berlin on January 9.

This demonstration commemorating com-

munist leaders Rosa Luxemburg and Karl

Liebknecht, murdered in January 1919, is

traditionally Germany's largest leftist

event. Thousands of copies of this state-

ment were distributed by the Spartakist

Workers Party (SpAD), German section of
the ICL, at a second 2-L’s demonstration

held on January 15 and elsewhere.

The ban came only a couple of months

after the German bourgeoisie's triumphal

celebration ofthe tenth anniversary ofthe

counterrevolutionary annexation of the

former East German (DDR) deformed

workers state and only days before the

imprisonment of Egon Krenz . Krenz was
a former leader of the DDR and the Sta-

linist SED (Socialist Unity Party), of
which Gregor Gysi’s Party of Democratic

Socialism (PDS) is the social-democratic

heir.

* * *

On January 9 in Berlin, the annual

demonstration commemorating the heroic

German communists Rosa Luxemburg
(who was of Polish-Jewish origin) and

Karl Liebknecht was banned this year

for the first time since Hitler’s Nazis

held power. Despite the ban, accepted by

the cringing PDS leaders, thousands of

leftists turned out to protest. They were

savagely beaten by the cops and hun-

dreds were arrested. We say: Immediate

release of all the imprisoned demonstra-

tors! Drop all the charges! Down with

Mobilize Labor to

Fight KKK Terror!

The Confederate flag of slavery is a sym-

bol both of KKK lynch mob terror and of the

anti-union "open shop" South. Shock troops

of racist reaction against black people, the

homegrown fascists of the KKK are held in

reserve by the ruling class to be deployed

against the working class when capitalist rule

is threatened. Writing in response to an
outbreak of lynchings in late 1933, during

the Great Depression, American Trotskyist

leader James P. Cannon stressed the needfor a revolutionary workers party to lead the

fight against fascist terror on the road to uprooting the capitalist system that breeds it.

Mob murder in itself is no novelty in the United States. In the South, as everybody
knows, it is an established institution for the repression of the Negroes, operating all

the time as an extralegal supplement to the regular court procedure. In the North,
also, lynching has been known before, but it is not “recognized" here as it is in the

South and, except in isolated instances, has appeared only in connection with social

disturbance.

The frenzied lynching bees of the recent days, however, had their scene in the north-
ern part of the country, or on its border; white men as well as Negroes were victims;
there was not one single lynching but three, and those in rapid succession ...

The material out of which fascist gangs, anti-Semitism, religious frenzies, and
moronic lynching mobs all may be set in motion is at hand in the social tension which
produced three lynchings within a week. The material for the rapid development of a

revolutionary labor movement is there also in the bitter discontent of the workers, but a
leading force capable of organizing it is so far lacking....

The movement of fascism does not come into existence at the command of the cap-
italists. It arises out of the conditions created by capitalism at a certain stage of its dis-

integration as a social and economic system. Its troops, for the greater part, are the
petty-bourgeois elements, ruined and driven to frenzy by the crisis. The movement is

aimed, at its inception, against big capital as well as against the labor movement. The
former take over the movement and hurl it against the workers if the latter do not show
sufficient strength to crush the movement of fascism and gain the support of the petty-
bourgeois masses for their revolutionary program.

— James P. Cannon, "The Lynching Wave and American Fascism” (Militant,
9 December 1933, reprinted in The Communist League ofAmerica 1932-34

| 1985))
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Lange/Neues Deutschland

January 9: Berlin cops attack protesters who defied ban against Luxemburg/
Liebknecht commemoration, arresting over 200.

stale terror against the left!

When the SPD delivered the German
proletariat as cannon fodder for imperi-

alist war in August 1914, Liebknecht

rightly declared: “The main enemy is at

home!" Opposing the Russian Revolution

and any other workers revolution, the

SPD sought for decades to overthrow

Soviet power. In Germany this meant act-

ing as counterrevolutionary bloodhounds
for the bourgeoisie against proletarian

revolution. Let's not forget that it was
the forebears of the present SPD who had

Luxemburg and Liebknecht murdered

by the Freikorps during the Spartakist

workers uprising in 1918-19. The current

SPD-led capitalist government is enforc-

ing austerity and anti-immigrant racism,

while conducting imperialist war in the

Balkans.

The PDS’ capitulation strengthened the

hand of the state to directly bloody the

demonstrators. This has triggered protests

in the ranks of the PDS and among left-

ist youth. While mildly rebuking Gysi for

his support to the state ban, fake leftists

like the Revolutionary Socialist League
(RSB) preach that the PDS “still repre-

sents a socialist perspective" (Avanti ,

December 1999) as opposed to the SPD.
This is a deception! The ex-Stalinist PDS
led the capitalist counterrevolution in the

DDR and are now simply the social dem-
ocrats of the East, posing as defenders of

those whose lives they helped destroy.

The Junge Welt (10 January) quoted one
Roland T. who hit the nail on the head:

"If you want to be able to govern like

the PDS, you obviously have to work
with the cops." The PDS is complicit with

the state ban against leftists, including

its own members, because it aspires to

administer the same capitalist state as

parliamentary partners with the SPD.
We Trotskyists of the ICL uniquely

opposed capitalist reunification. The East

German deformed workers stale issued

out of the smashing of Hitler’s Nazis

by the Soviet Army We uncondition-

ally defended the planned economy and
working-class property forms that were

the base of the former DDR, despite

the Stalinist bureaucratic caste that ille-

gitimately held political power. In 1989-

90 the ICL fought for the revolutionary

reunification of Germany, through social-

ist revolution in the West and proletarian

political revolution to oust the Stalinist

SED bureaucracy in the East. For its part,

the SED/PDS—given the green light by
Gorbachev—sold out the DDR, embrac-
ing the capitalist counterrevolution which
has devastated the former DDR and also

brought iminiseration to the proletariat

of the West. Following the counterrevolu-

tion, the German state launched a witch-

hunt against former DDR officials. We
say: Free Egon Krenz! The Stalinist mis-

leaders surely have much to account for to

the proletariat for their class betrayals,

but they are being tried by the wrong
class for the wrong crimes.

Historically, every January the commu-
nist movement commemorated the three

L’s—Lenin, Luxemburg and Liebknecht.

It is typical of chauvinist German social

democrats that they shun Lenin, who
along with Trotsky led the Bolshevik

Party which broke the working masses
of Russia from the Mensheviks—the

Russian counterparts of the German
Social Democracy—and led the prole-

tariat to power in 1917. The Menshe-
viks clung to capitalism and explicitly

defended the imperialist world war after

February 1917 We seek to forge a revo-

lutionary internationalist party like the

Bolsheviks. Such a party, which will

be built through political struggle against

the reformists of the SPD and PDS
and their fake-left apologists, will genu-
inely honor Luxemburg and Liebknecht’s

Spartacists by fighting to bring the prole-

tariat to power in new October Revolu-

tions. Reforge the Fourth International,

world party of socialist revolution!*

-
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Spartakist banner
at December 1989
Berlin protest
during incipient

political revolution
in East Germany
reads: “For the
Communism of
Lenin, Liebknecht
and Luxemburg!
For a Leninist-

Egalitarian Party!”

2 WORKERS VANGUARD



Northern Ireland

Labour Government's “Peace” Is a Lie!
The following article is slightly adapt-

edfrom Workers Hammer (No. 171, Win-

ter 1999-2000), newspaper of the Sparta-

cist League/Britain.

Eighteen months after the signing of

the Good Friday agreement, the Northern

Ireland Executive convened in December
amid much fanfare by the Westminster

Labour government. Under a headline

"Ulster Is a Battleground No Longer. It Is

a Land of Hope and Progress," the British

Labour government’s Northern Ireland

Secretary, Peter Mandelson, writes that

this is a "new era in politics in the British

WorkersHammer^
Isles" ((London] Independent , 17 Decem-
ber 1999). Meanwhile across Northern

Ireland Loyalist “ethnic cleansing,” driv-

ing Catholics from their homes, is rife. In

the town of Larne alone there were 14

pipe and petrol bombings in the first eight

months of 1999.

Labour is crowing about their “power-

sharing" Northern Ireland Executive at

Stormont, but it is far from certain that

they will be able to hold it together long

enough to entice the IRA (Irish Republi-

can Army) to hand in their weapons.

The IRA-allied Sinn F6in’s Martin

McGuinness took up his post as Educa-

tion Minister and was pelted with eggs

when he turned up at Protestant schools.

To their evident dismay, Sinn Fein found

a state-of-the-art electronic bug planted

by British Intelligence in a car used by

Gerry Adams and Martin McGuinness in

November. The British are keenly aware

that the army failed to defeat the IRA mil-

itarily, thus they are willing to tolerate

Sinn F6in in Stormont as a quid pro quo

for the IRA handing in their weapons,

which they have promised to do. Mean-
while David Trimble’s Ulster Unionists

threaten to boot Sinn F6in out of the

Executive because “power-sharing” with

them is splitting the Unionists’ ranks.

The fagade of "power-sharing” in Stor-

mont is designed to give the appearance

of “democracy” to the way Northern Ire-

land is governed. Labour also commis-

sioned the Patten report on the Royal

Ulster Constabulary (RUC). which pro-

poses to give them a makeover. The pack-

age is expected to lull the Catholics into

believing the murdering RUC thugs and

the state will become more "impartial,”

which ought to fool nobody. The Orange

statelet is and has been a sectarian police

state from its foundation. It has acquired

powers of repression and coercion which

were envied by rulers of apartheid South

Africa. Its core is the heavily armed RUC.
who since 1969 have been augmented by

a massive British Army presence. In addi-

tion there are Loyalist paramilitary kill-

ers, “unofficially" backed by the armed

forces. Together these "special bodies of

armed men” are the backbone of the
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British Troops Out Now!

AP

Catholic residents of Portadown, Northern Ireland under siege by British

forces called out on behalf of anti-Catholic Orange Order, July 1997.

Orange statelet and subjugation of the

Catholic minority is inherent within it.

Capitalist rule in Northern Ireland rests

on setting Protestant against Catholic and

maintaining a deep division in the work-

ing class.

We have consistently warned against

illusions in this imperialist deal brokered

by the governments in London, Dublin

and Washington. Opposing the Good
Friday agreement, a Spartacist League/

Britain and Dublin Spartacist Group joint

statement said:

“The ‘historic’ agreement signed in Bel-

fast's Stormont Castle on 1 1 April can-

not and will not bring peace to Northern

Ireland. This reactionary imperialist deal

will reinforce the subjugation of the

oppressed Catholic minority. It will be
enforced by the 1 8,000-slrong British

Army and the viciously sectarian Royal
Ulster Constabulary (RUC), who work
hand in glove with the fascistic Loyalist

death squads in the murder of Catholics."—“Northern Ireland: Imperialist

'Peace' Fraud," Workers

Hammer No. 162, May/June
1998 [See WF No. 689.

24 April 1999.]

Right from the start, the “deal” was

premised on the British Army staying in

place. Sinn F6in tries to deny this basic

fact, to prettify the reality of the agree-

ment they have signed. In December they

stated: "As a prelude to its total with-

drawal the British army should return to

its barracks and end its patrolling on the

streets and roads” (Irish News , 7 Decem-

ber 1999). The British government’s re-

buttal was sharp and swift: "Absolutely

not," said Peter Mandelson, "There will

be no major troop withdrawal or the

like—it’s been pure speculation" (Irish

Independent, 1 December 1999). As the

Executive was being convened, the army
was in fact fortifying its positions in

South Armagh. We tight for the immedi-

ate unconditional withdrawal of British

troops from Northern Ireland. No good
can come of the British military presence

there. This demand does not automati-

cally ensure any advance in a revolution-

ary direction, but it is a necessary starting

point and must be linked to a revolution-

ary. proletarian perspective.

We uphold the programme of Karl

Marx, who insisted that the struggle of

the British workers against their "own"
capitalist rulers can only go forward on

the basis of firm opposition to imperialist

oppression in Ireland. This requires in-

transigent opposition to Labour, the lieu-

tenants of imperialism. We seek to break

workers from all allegiance to Labour,

which has always loyally served racist,

chauvinist British imperialism and the

monarchy. Labour MPs (Members of Par-

liament) joined the Tories in cheering the

execution of Irish socialist James Con-
nolly for leading the heroic 1916 rising

against British rule. Labour sent in the

army in 1969 and British prime minister

Tony Blair’s New Labour today stands

by the army’s crimes. Last year Blair

appointed Sir Michael Jackson as com-
mander of NATO forces in Kosovo. Jack-

son was captain and adjutant to the para-

troop regiment which carried out the

Bloody Sunday massacre of 14 Catholics

in Derry in 1972.

While talking “peace" in Northern Ire-

land, Labour is increasing the repressive

powers of the state. In Britain a new Ter-

rorism Bill has been published under

which the right to a jury trial may be

denied for "terrorist" offences and this

category is being broadened to include

“domestic terrorists’’ as well as "inciting

terrorism abroad from within the UK”
( Financial Times , 3 December 1999).

This targets immigrants and minorities

and is designed to criminalise political

opponents of the racist capitalist state.

Not Orange Against Green,
But Class Against Class!

There can be no just solution to the

communal conflict in Northern Ireland

short of proletarian rule in all of Ireland

and in Britain. The Sinn F6in/[RA nation-

alist strategy (of which the “armalite”

lassault rifle
|
and “ballot box” are two

sides of the same coin) is a dead end.

which inevitably looks to capitalist pow-

ers, U.S. and British imperialism and the

Irish state, to secure a better deal for

Northern Catholics. Capitalist rulers are

hardly in the business of aiding the

oppressed and exploited. Since partition.

Catholics in the North have constituted an

oppressed minority, whereas in the South

they are an overwhelming majority. We
oppose all discrimination against the

Catholic minority. We also recognise that

the Protestants are a distinct community

defined in opposition to the Irish Catho-

lic nation. As Leninists we uphold the

right of self-determination for all nations,

which means the right to set up an inde-

pendent state. But where peoples are geo-

graphically interpenetrated, under capi-

talism “self-determination" for one can

only be achieved at the expense of the

other, leading to intercommunal slaugh-

ter. We oppose any call for an "inde-

pendent Ulster" which means supporting

the Orange statelet. We also oppose the

perspective of a capitalist “united Ire-

land" proffered by Sinn Fein nationalists,

which means reversing the terms of

oppression against Protestants. National-

ism is counterposed to the interests of the

working class. The prospect of being for-

cibly incorporated into the Catholic state

fuels legitimate fears among Protestants

and serves to compact Protestant workers

behind Loyalist bigots.

We fight for an Irish workers repub-

lic. part of a voluntary socialist federa-

tion of the British Isles. Our purpose is to

forge revolutionary internationalist par-

ties. sections of the International Com-
munist League, in Britain and Ireland. As
we said:

"The key to breaking the bloody cycle of

imperialist repression and communalist
(error is to unite the proletariat—Protes-

tant and Catholic; English, Scottish.

Welsh and Irish—across national and
religious lines in common struggle

against the capitalist class enemy. That

requires intransigent proletarian opposi-

tion not only to blood-soaked British

imperialism and Orange supremacy, to

anti-Catholic terror and discrimination,

but also lo Green nationalism and the

clericalist state in the South.”

—Workers Hammer No. 162,

May/June 1998

A look at the town of Portadown pro-

vides ample testimony that Labour’s

talk of "peace" in Northern Ireland is a

cynical hoax. Portadown is the flashpoint

for Loyalist violence every year when
the Orange Order clamour for the "right"

to march down the Catholic Garvaghy

Road. It was here that in April 1997 a

young Catholic. Robert Hamill, was
kicked to death by a Loyalist mob while

the RUC looked on In July of that year.

continued on page 9

Irish News

British imperialism’s Royal Irish Regiment poses with Loyalist banner
reading “Drumcree, Here We Stand," referring to site of siege of Catholics by
Orange reactionaries.
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Young Spartacus

Hundreds Rout Fascist Hale at Northwestern!
(continuedfrom page 12)

the capitalist bosses, whose exploitation

and plunder breed fascist scum like Mat-

thew Hale.

Capitalism Breeds Klan/Nazi Scum

Fascist Matthew Hale

Sent Packing at

Northwestern University

Two hundred demonstrators drove

Nazi Matthew Hale, leader of the fascist

“World Church of the Creator," off North-

western University on January 21. Hale

wanted to celebrate the murder of Ricky

Byrdsong. a black man and former NU
basketball coach. Hale came to North-

western to recruit more racist killers

like Benjamin Smith, a follower of Hale’s

fascist outfit, whose killing spree last

summer took the life of Byrdsong and a

young South Korean student named Won
Joon Yoon. Nine others were wounded

including several orthodox Jews.

Armed with metal poles Hale and

his two-bit teenage stormtroopers went

straight for black protesters who had

mobilized together with the Spartacist

League/Spartacus Youth Club in calling

to stop these fascist murderers. The fas-

cists were disarmed and their fiihrer,

Hale, was acquainted with the pavement.

The cops then moved in and arrested

three of the anti-Nazi protesters, includ-

ing a black Chicago transit worker. While

under the protection of a phalanx of riot-

equipped cops. Hale, his lip split and

swollen, was surrounded by outraged

protesters, pelted with snow balls and

forced to beat a hasty retreat under police

protection.

It is an object lesson in the role played

by the police in capitalist society that

they protected the fascists and arrested

anti-fascist militants who were defending

themselves and the demonstration against

violent assault. The SL/SYC demands:

Drop all the charges against the anti-

fascist protesters!

As the Chicago Sun-Times (22 January)

headlined: “Blizzard of Protest Drives

Hale from NU.” This was a victory for

labor, minorities and all opponents of

racist terror. While others preached “tol-

erance" for the fascists and looked to the

university administration to stop Hale

from coming on campus, the Spartacist

League and Spartacus Youth Club called

for a mobilization to stop Hale and his

junior band of Nazis. We said that those

who looked to the administration, which

has for decades harbored Nazi-apologist

Arthur Butz, were slitting their own
throats. Any administration “ban" would
first be visited on campus leftists who
already face a crackdown by the powers

that be at Northwestern. We also warned
that those treacherous fools who preached

SYC Class Series

NEW YORK
Tuesday. February 1, 7 p.m.
Marxism: A Guide to Action

New York University.

Thompson Center. Basement
238 Thompson St. (near W. 3rd St.)

Information and readings: (212) 267-1025
or nysl@compuserve.com

VANCOUVER
Tuesday, February 8, 7 p.m.

Thousands Come Out to Stop the
Klan in New York City—Fascism:
What It Is and How to Fight It

University of British Columbia
Student Union Building, Rm. 215

Information and readings (604) 687-0353

“tolerance" were only working to politi-

cally disarm and demobilize any opposi-

tion to the fascists while giving Hale free

rein. The NU administration went all-out

to intimidate students, urging them to

"stay away” from any protest against Hale.

According to some students, the adminis-

tration went so far to accommodate this

Nazi that they made the blatantly Jim Crow
"suggestion” that black students residing

in an integrated dorm Hale planned to visit

should use the “back door"!

The supposed campus radicals of the

Students for a Democratic Society (SDS)

While the SL/SYC gave an organized

expression to the over 200 protesters who
came out in opposition to the fascists and

against the administration’s diktats, the

ISO was distributing a pathetic unsigned

leaflet whining “What should we do if

Matt Hale comes here AGAIN?" What
about stopping him now? But that would

have alienated the liberals, not to mention

gel them in trouble with the administra-

tion. So while anti-fascist protesters were

busy confronting Hale’s murderous ver-

min, ISO supporters cowered behind lib-

eral placards bleating, "No Hate Here."

Soviet Union
smashed Nazi
Third Reich.
Victorious Red
Army raised red
flag over Berlin,

1945 .

obediently fell into line and worked for

the administration campaigning for stu-

dents to "boycott" protest against these

fascist killers. An equally despicable role

was played by the International Socialist

Organization (ISO) who sought to divert

any protest into a liberal “rally against

hate.” But when their liberal allies of SDS
rolled over for the administration and pro-

moted the boycott line, so went the ISO.

That sentiment certainly isn’t shared by

ourselves or most other intended victims

of fascist terror. We hate racist murder

and lynch-mob terror and seek to mobi-

lize the social power of the working class

to stop the fascists in their tracks!

The ISO’s hearts beat with the liberals

because they aren’t any kind of social-

ists at all. Rather their political posture is

dictated by what is acceptable to the pow-

ers that be in a society based on capitalist

exploitation and racist oppression which

breeds and needs fascist terror. This was

graphically demonstrated in the role that

the ISO played in opposing the 8.000-

strong labor/black mobilization initiated

by the Partisan Defense Committee

—

a legal and social defense organization

whose views are in accordance with those

of the Spartacist League—which drove

the Ku Klux Klan off the streets of New
York City on October 23 last year.

The Partisan Defense Committee’s call

“All Out to Stop the KKK!” brought to

bear the social power of organized labor

and welded it to the anger of the ghettos

and barrios in a powerful mobilization of

labor/black power. The ISO served as the

running dogs for the Democratic Party

establishment in New York—including

and especially for Al Sharpton who Filed

a "friend of court” brief in defense of

the Klan’s "right” to rally for racist geno-

cide— in trying to divert this anger into

a "demonstration of tolerance" for the

KKK. But they didn't succeed.

What was seen in New York City on

October 23 was exactly what we said

was needed to stop the fascists: the social

power of the multiracial working class

mobilized under revolutionary leadership

and standing at the head of blacks. His-

panics, Asians, immigrants. Jews, Catho-

lics. gays and all those the KKK has lined

up in its sights. This mass outpouring of

labor aqd the oppressed gave flesh and

blood to the program that we communists

fight for—that is to build the revolution-

ary workers party that is needed to get rid

of this entire system of capitalist exploi-

tation and racist oppression that breeds

killer scum like Matthew Hale. The
SL/SYC is building that party—join us\

Spartacist League/

Spartacus Youth Club

Full Democratic Rights for Homosexuals!

Orange County School District Bans

Gay Group from High School
LOS ANGELES—When two students at

El Modena High School in Orange

County, California, formed the Gay-
Straight Alliance (GSA) as a forum for

gay students to discuss the continuous

harassment they face in their everyday

lives, they were met by a ranting wave
of bigotry, from the head of the reaction-

ary Campaign for California Families

in Sacramento to the Orange Unified

School District (OUSD). On December

7. the OUSD—which includes a member
who campaigned for his seat in 1993 by

bragging about his arrest for blocking an

abortion clinic entrance—voted unani-

mously to ban the group from the high

school campus.

The two students, Anthony Colin and

Heather Zetin, are challenging the deci-

sion in court and are backed by the

majomy of the school's students and

many teachers, who are among the low-

est paid in Southern California. The
GSA, which has been holding its meet-

ings across the street from the campus,

has already attracted 15 members and

over 50 students have signed petitions

saying (hey want to join. We say stu-

dents of whatever age, gay or straight,

have every right to form cultural, social

or political groups and express their

views openly, and that very much
includes their views on sex.

The OUSD decision is no aberration,

nor is it simply the product of a partic-

ularly homophobic school board. The

racist U.S. ruling class offers black,

minority and working-class youth a

"future" of unemployment, prison and

being cannon fodder for war. The bipar-

tisan drive to bolster the “sanctity” of

the family, the main source of oppres-

sion for women, youth and gays in cap-

italist society, fuels the vilification of

homosexuals and leads to atrocities like

the 1998 murders of Matthew Shepard

and abortion provider Barnett Slepian.

The puritanical ideology of the

American ruling class targets youth,

who are often denied even an expres-

sion of their sexuality. “Statutory rape”

laws are used to criminalize consensual

sexual relations, especially targeting

gay groups like the North American
Man-Boy Love Association. Mean-
while, access to birth control and abor-

tion is increasingly curtailed, especially

for working-class and minority women.
The extension of the state’s tentacles

into people’s personal lives is a product

of decaying American capitalism. With

40 percent of the country's income con-

centrated in the hands of I percent of

the population, the bosses strengthen

the repressive apparatus of the state to

intimidate an increasingly discontented

working class by going after every

aspect of one’s life.

Isolated, youth do not have the social

power to defeat the predatory meddling

of the capitalist state machine and its

administrators and bureaucrats. That

power lies with the proletariat. Students

must ally themselves behind the social

power of the working class. The strug-

gle against the repression of homosexu-
als and the stifling of youth is inti-

mately tied to the fight for workers

revolution. The 23 October 1999 labor/

black mobilization that rode the KKK
out of New York City—which the Spar-

tacus Youth Clubs helped to build—
showed powerfully the revolutionary

potential of the multiracial working
class fighting on behalf of all the

oppressed. We are fighting to build the

revolutionary workers party committed

to the destruction of capitalism and the

construction of a socialist egalitarian

society. Hands off student organiza-

tions! Let the GSA meet at El Modena
High School! Full democratic rights

for homosexuals!
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Drop All Charges

Against Charleston Longshoremen!
The following letter by the Parti-

son Defense Committee was sent to

Charleston solicitor David P. Schwacke
and South Carolina attorney general

Charles Condon on January 20.

The Partisan Defense Committee
protests the brutal attack by 600 police

equipped in riot gear on members
of the International Longshoremen’s
Association Local 1422 early this

morning. Only days before, 50.000
people protested against the Confeder-

ate flag of slavery and Klan lynch

mobs flying over the state capitol

building in Columbia, South Carolina.

The cops who were mobilized from
across the state to enforce the Nordana
shipping bosses' efforts to bust the ILA
union brought home what this flag rep-

resents—the “open shop" enforced

through racist terror of the cops and
their KKK auxiliaries.

Longshoremen are fighting to de-

fend their jobs against the use of non-

union labor by the Nordana shipping

line. They were beaten, tear-gassed and

fired on with riot pellets by the cops,

who also unleashed police dogs and

drove into the labor protesters with

police cruisers. This union-busting

attack threatens the livelihoods of

longshore workers up and down the

Atlantic and Gulf Coast ports as well

as being a thrust against all unionized

workers in the South. Eight ILA mem-
bers were arrested and face charges for

the “crime” of defending their union.

We demand that all charges against

them be dropped!

For information on making a contri-

bution to the defense of the ILA mem-
bers facing charges, contact: Robert

Ford, Vice President, ILA Local 1422.

Telephone: (843) 723-2774.

Charleston...
(continuedfrom page I)

fired tear gas, shock grenades and sand-
filled projectiles at the unionists. Clubs
swinging, the cops then charged into the

mass picket. Eight union members were
arrested and face up to five years in prison

on trumped-up felony “riot" charges. All

of labor must defend Local 1422.

Only three days earlier, a Local 1422
contingent had joined in the huge protest

against the Confederate flag in Colum-
bia. In a protest letter immediately after

the cop rampage (see this page), the Par-

tisan Defense Committee stated: “The
cops who were mobilized from across

the state to enforce the Nordana shipping

bosses’ efforts to bust the ILA union
brought home what this flag repre-

sents—the ‘open shop’ enforced through

racist terror of the cops and their KKK
auxiliaries.” Drop all charges against the

ILA militants!

This vicious attack is part of a deter-

mined bid by the capitalists to break the

power of the Charleston ILA, a beach-

head of organized labor in this “open
shop" stale where almost 96 percent of

the workforce is non-union. The local

press screamed about a "labor riot." union

“violence" and "mob force." In reality,

the capitalists, their cops and their prop-

aganda mouthpieces weie enraged that

these longshoremen they view as slaves

refused to stay “in their place."

The union-busting cop rampage was
meant to deliver a message to all workers

that the bosses will use brute force to

enforce "right to work" laws aimed at

keeping unions out. Lieutenant Governor
Bob Peeler, a die-hard racist who wraps

himself in the Confederate flag of slavery

and Klan terror, declared: “These recent

developments are yet another reason why
we should move quickly to strengthen the

state’s right-to-work laws." State attorney

general Charles Condon threatened a

court injunction to prohibit pickets of

more than four workers at the Columbus
Street Terminal. Summarizing his “com-
prehensive plan for dealing with union

dockworker violence,” Condon ranted,

“Jail, jail, and more jail.”

The role of the police as the hired thugs

of the employers could not be clearer

than it was last week in Charleston. Some
longshoremen have illusions in liberal

black police chief Reuben Greenberg

as compared to the state troopers who
seemed to spearhead the cop assault.

But it was Greenberg who organized the

provocative cop mobilization. Accord-
ing to his boss. Mayor Joseph Riley: “He
thought it would be better to be over-

prepared than under-prepared, and it

proved to be the smart course.” Black or

white, the job of the cops is to repress

labor and minorities in order to safeguard

the profits and power of the capitalists.

Democratic Party—Enemy
of Labor, Blacks

The Nordana Skodsborg was the fourth

ship since early December to be loaded

by the scab outfit Winyah Stevedoring.

On January 2, Winyah found itself on the

losing end of a confrontation with ILA
picketers, who forced a ship to leave port

before loading all its cargo. ILA locals in

Houston, New Orleans, Baltimore and
other ports are also under attack from

scab operations. In 1989, some 600 black

longshoremen from Miami, Jacksonville,

Charleston and Savannah, joined by
members of the largely white ILA clerks

and checkers locals, converged on Wilm-
ington, North Carolina to protest an ear-

lier attempt to introduce scab labor in

Southern ports.

The obvious response should be that

the ILA mobilize its entire member-
ship—from the Northeast to the Gulf

ports—to shut down scab operations on

the Charleston waterfront and elsewhere.

A solid coastwise strike in defense of

the overwhelmingly black Southern ILA
locals, reaching out for support to other

workers and the oppressed black popu-

lace, could also be a clarion call for a

militant organizing effort to rip up reac-

tionary "right to work" laws and break

the open shop.

But so far the pro-capitalist ILA
bureaucracy has refused to back up local

struggles against scab operations, while

pushing through two-tier wage schemes
and other givebacks in South Atlantic

and Gulf ports The International leader-

ship did not even call those ports out dur-

ing the 1986 East Coast shipping strike.

Instead, the union tops buy into the

employers’ line that to compete with rival

ports they have to cut costs and improve

productivity. The labor misleaders’ serv-

ices have been duly acknowledged by

South Carolina’s State Ports Authority,

which has run ads in industry publica-

tions touting “Team Charleston” and the

ILA’s record of “class peace” to lure

shipping business.

From AFL-CIO president John Swee-
ney on down, the union bureaucracy's

class-collaborationist program is codified

in its role as an integral component of the

capitalist Democratic Party.

Being bound hand and foot to this

party of the class enemy acts only to

derail and scuttle struggle against the

employers. Just look at last year’s strike

by United Steelworkers (USWA) Local

8888 at Newport News Shipbuilding in

the Virginia Tidewater area. For 17

weeks, this integrated industrial union

held firm in the face of brazen company
attempts to foster a scab back-to-work

movement and of an anti-union barrage

by the local capitalist press. In the midst

of Clinton’s imperialist war of terror and

domination against Serbia, Local 8888
shut down production at this key facility

for nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and

submarines. But instead of building the

mass pickets needed for a solid victory,

the USWA bureaucracy pushed appeals to

Democratic Party politicians in Washing-

ton and to American “national interests."

The flag-waving jingoism of the AFL-
CIO bureaucracy serves to bind workers

in the U.S. to their "own" exploiters and

emboldens the racist, anti-union KKK
terrorists. As we wrote in our article “Vic-

tory to Newport News Shipyard Work-
ers!" (WV No. 711, 16 April 1 999): “The
'national interest’ is the class interest of

the bourgeoisie.... It is in the class inter-

ests of the U.S. proletariat to oppose
the imperialist military adventures of this

government and the capitalist ruling class

it represents."

Labor Must Champion the
Fight for Black Freedom!

Just as at the start of the Civil War
the Confederate slaveowners turned their

guns on Fort Sumter, a Union Army
stronghold in Charleston harbor, today

the capitalists aim their fire at the ILA

because it is a bulwark of black labor

power in the South. The ILA union hall

dominates the Charleston port, a symbol
of this union's position as a beacon
to working people and the black masses.

This holds true for other Southern ports

as well. In a special WV supplement
(2 October 1986) headlined “Let’s Win
This One!" on the 1986 ILA strike, we
stressed:

“You can't defend the unions without
fighting racism. Organizing unions in ihc

South means pitched battles with the

Klan and cracker sheriffs. Tidewater
longshoremen showed the way when they

endorsed and helped send a contingent to

the 5,000-strong labor/black mobilization
initiated by the Spartacist League that

stopped the KKK from marching in

Washington in November 1982."

The entire history of Southern long-

shore labor, going back to the first years

after the smashing of the slavocracy in the

Civil War. demonstrates that struggles for

black rights and union rights are insepa-

rable. In 1867, stevedores in Charleston

formed the First labor organization of

black workers, the Longshoremen’s Pro-

tective Union Association, and won a

strike for higher wages. Early black long-

shore unions were in the forefront of

the fight to defend the gains of Radical

Reconstruction. When Savannah, Geor-

gia imposed a poll tax on all workers

employed on the wharves, it was the

mainly black dock workers who launched

a strike which defeated the measure.

But the old racist, craft-union national

ILA leadership embraced the rigid segre-

gation which had been imposed after the

defeat of Reconstruction, forcing South-

ern black longshore unions which affili-

ated with the ILA around the turn of the

century into separate locals. To this day,

there are still some segregated ILA locals

and hiring halls in the South. The "right

to work" laws passed after World War II

were the outgrowth of an entrenched

apparatus of segregation and oppression,

from the post-Civil War “Black Codes"
and “anti-vagrancy" laws to the share-

cropping system and prison chain gangs.

Today, the segregationists hate unions

because they represent integrated labor

struggle. When black ILA militants in

New Orleans called a three-day protest

strike following the assassination of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. in 1968. white long-

shoremen announced they would not

work without their black brothers.

The defense of ILA Local 1 422 against

racist union-busting must be the cause

of all of labor. The fight to extend union

power throughout the "open shop" South
requires a class-struggle leadership whose
starting point is the understanding that the

interests of labor and capital are diamet-

rically counterposed Only when those

who labor rule will there be an end to

union-busting and racist oppression.

Break with the Democrats— Build a

workers party that fights for all the

exploited and oppressed 1 *

Longshoremen in Norfolk, Virginia marched against segregation, for school
busing in 1983.

WV Photo

Bastion of industrial unionism in racist “right to work" South: United Steel-
workers Local 8888 waged four-month strike last year against Newport News
Shipbuilding in Virginia.
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Giuliani . Democrats Strong-Arm NYC Transit Union

We Need a Workers Party!
Break with the Oemocrals! Defend Labor's Right to Strike!

WV Photo

Marxist-led labor/black
mobilization rode Klan
terrorists out of NYC on
October 23. Mobilizing
labor’s power in defense of

union and black rights

requires break from
capitalist Democratic Party.

Flag...
(continuedfrom page I

)

Super Bowl in Atlanta on January 30.

These black Democrats fear the indepen-

dent mobilization of working people and

therefore seek to channel outrage against

racism into the trap of Democratic Party

electoralism. as they did when many

thousands bravely fought during the civil

rights movement to tear down Jim Crow

With such stone racists as Republi-

can South Carolina State Senator Arthur

Ravenel denouncing the protesters and

railing against the NAACP as the

"National Association for Retarded Peo-

ple." it is scarcely surprising that Clinton

& Co. can. with the crucial aid of the

black Democrats, posture as defenders of

black people on this issue. But let us not

forget that it is the Clinton administration

which, even more than its Republican

predecessors, has from its first days in

office carried out a wholesale assault on

the lives and livelihoods of the black pop-

ulation Clinton entered the White House

with a vow to "end welfare as we know

it," and has carried through on that, con-

signing millions of white, black and im-

migrant women and children to starvation

and homelessness. In concert with the

Republicans, the Clinton White House

has vastly expanded the forces of racist

repression, from putting tens of thou-

sands more killer cops on the streets, to

throwing hundreds of thousands of black

people into prison, to continually speed-

ing up the nation's death rows through

measures like the 1996 “Anti-Terrorism

and Effective Death Penally Act."

White supremacy and the racist oppres-

sion of black people—symbolized by the

bloodsoaked Confederate flag—have

always been the bedrock of American
capitalism. The issue of slavery was set-

tled through blood and iron in the Civil

War. But the promise of black freedom

was betrayed by the victorious Northern

capitalists, who sealed an alliance with

the ex-slaveholders by withdrawing Union

troops from the South following the Com-
promise of 1877, marking the defeat of

Reconstruction. The emancipated slaves

were left defenseless against the land-

owners and the rising racist terror exem-

plified by the Ku Klux Klan. At the same
time, the smashing of slavery laid the

basis for the eventual integration of black

workers into the expanding industries in

the North, although forcibly segregated at

the bottom of capitalist society.

Today, black people make up a large

and strategic part of the multiracial

working class in the most powerful

industrial country in the world In fact, a

larger percentage of black workers are

unionized than white workers. Nowhere
is the strategic weight of black workers

more apparent than in the South, where a

unionization drive would mobilize the

entire black community against the white

ruling class, the police and KKK.
The struggle for black rights can only

go forward through the independent

mobilization of the social power of the

multiracial working class in a struggle

for workers power. The labor movement
must fight to overcome the racist divi-

sions which are fostered by America’s
rulers to obscure the fundamental class

divisions in society and to head off united

working-class struggle. The chief obsta-

cle to such struggle is the illusion in

"lesser evil" politics which binds working
people and the black masses to the capi-

talist Democratic Party. The AFL-CIO

labor bureaucracy reinforces these illu-

sions through its service as representa-

tives of the interests of the capitalist class

enemy within the organized labor move-

ment. As such, the labor tops routinely try

to prevent, derail and sell out trade-union

struggles.

At the political level, the AFL-CIO
bureaucracy has been a structural compo-
nent of the Democratic Party since Frank-

lin D. Roosevelt’s "New Deal” coalition

of the 1930s. Its program is class collab-

oration, and its policy is to present the

Democrats as more sympathetic than the

Republicans to the interests of workers

and blacks and to act as merely a pressure

group within this capitalist parly in order

to quell any outbreak of labor or black

unrest. But the Democrats serve only one

master, the bourgeoisie. It is because

of the Democrats' influence over trade

unionists and black people that it is the

preferred war party for U.S. imperialism.

The massive turnout on January 17 is

one of many recent indications, begin-

ning with the 1997 Teamsters strike

against UPS, that the widespread anger

at the base of this society is beginning to

break through the surface. But the first

and most important task in the resur-

gence of class struggle is to break from

the politics of “lesser evilism.” Only by

freeing itself from the grip of the capital-

ist class and its parties can the working

class go forward. The struggle for union-

ization, against police brutality and the

mass incarceration of young black men
must be linked to the fight for a workers

party, a party based on the independence

of the working class from all reliance on

the class enemy and fighting for the per-

spective of a workers government, where

those who labor rule.

Democrats Shield
KKK Lynchers

Seeking to court the black vote, the

Democrats try to posture as opponents of

the Confederate flag above the South Car-

olina statehouse. But only last October,

the Democratic Party pulled out all the

stops in an effort to ensure that the Amer-
ican Knights of the Ku Klux Klan would

be able to wield the Confederate flag in a

rally to inspire and organize racist terror

in the heart of New York City! From
racist “law and order" Senator Charles

Schumer to black Democrat A1 Sharpton.

the New York State Democratic Party

establishment acted as the main force

against the massive mobilization of inte-

grated working-class power that rode the

KKK and their Confederate flags out of

town on October 23. The Democrats
called for a demonstration of "tolerance”

for the hated KKK and offered to share

their sound permit to allow the fascists to

spew out their incitements to race war.

working behind the scenes with Republi-

can mayor Giuliani, the cops and the

courts. Sharpton and the black establish-

ment Amsterdam News went so far as to

file a “friend of the court" brief on behalf

of the Klan’s "right" to rally for genocide.

The labor/black mobilization against

the Klan was initiated by the Partisan

Defense Committee—a legal and social

defense organization associated with the

Spartacist League—and energetically

built by hundreds of trade unionists and

youth. It was a powerful demonstration of

the social power of the working class, as

up to 10,000 working people mobilized to

stop the KKK. against the efforts of the

Democrats to defend the "rights" of the

Klan. What was seen in the October 23

labor/black mobilization led by Marxists

was an example of a workers party in

action, with the working class mobilized

in its own interests and independently of

the government and parties of the capital-

ist class. The Democratic Party acted in

its class interests as a party of racist

American capitalism. Above all, these

capitalist politicians fear and oppose the

mobilization of labor power. The capital-

ists hold the homegrown Nazis of the

KKK in reserve, to be deployed to crush

the organizations of the working class in

the face of a proletarian challenge to cap-

italist class rule.

In 1984, on the eve of the Democratic

National Convention in San Francisco, it

was Democratic Party mayor and current

U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein who raised

the Confederate battle flag in Civic Cen-
ter to placate the Southern Democrats.

The Spartacist League and the Labor
Black League for Social Defense, which

is fraternally allied with the SL. repeat-

edly mobilized to tear down that racist

banner Wearing the uniform of a Union

soldier, a black SL supporter scaled the

50-foot flagpole in April 1984 and shred-

ded the Confederate flag, hurling it to the

ground where it was burned!

Feinstein. consciously playing the

racist card in her bid for the party’s vice

presidential nomination, repeatedly re-

placed this emblem of the KKK after it

was torn down. Only when the flagpole

itself was found cut down by an acetylene

torch was she finally forced to replace the

Confederate flag with that of the "Cali-

fornia Hundred." the first 100 volunteers

from the state to fight with the Union

Army. We wrote iq the midst of this cam-

paign. "It is a telling verdict on the capi-

talist system and the anti-progressive role

of the bourgeoisie today that it falls

squarely to the communists to uphold the

verdict of American history against slav-

ery, while Democrats like ‘Dixie Dianne’

uphold the banner of black oppression"

("Black Militant Puts Dixie Flag on

Trial," WV No. 357, 22 June 1984).

Dixiecrats Old and New
For the better part of a century, the

Democrats, who had earlier been the

main party of the Southern slavocracy,

ruled the Jim Crow South with an iron fist

supplemented by KKK terror. It was

under Democratic Party stale govern-

ments that Southern sheriffs savagely

attacked civil rights marchers in the

jonn Herman williams

Robert F. Williams (center) organized
armed self-defense against KKK ter-

ror in Monroe, North Carolina in late

1950s.

Atfaw flu Strikes Sthoali In Virginia.

I^°°-
1 Journal and ($urite

1950s and ’60s. It was a Democratic gov-

ernor who brought out the flag of slavery

in Georgia in 1956 to signal defiance of

the Supreme Court's 1954 Brown v.

Board of Education decision against seg-

regation in public schools. Alabama fol-

lowed suit, while Virginia simply closed

down all public education for two years

rather than see black and white children

together. As Malcolm X said at the time,

"A vote for a Democrat is a vote for a

Dixiecrat.”

The civil rights movement profoundly

altered the shape of bourgeois politics,

blowing apart the Democrats’ New Deal

alliance between organized labor. North-

ern liberals and Southern segregationists.

The 1964 Republican presidential candi-

date. Barry Goldwater. who voted against

From left: Klan
lynchers with liberal

lawyer Norman Siegel,
NYC, October 23;
Democrats Al
Sharpton and Scott
Stringer defended
racist terrorists’

“rights”; Senator
Charles Schumer at

Democrats’ rally for
"tolerance" for KKK.
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"We Tore

Down the

Flag of Slavery!
//

See the video documenting
the historic 1984 removal of

the Confederate flag of slavery

from San Francisco's Civic

Center! This bold campaign
by the Spartacist League and
the Labor Black League for

Social Defense embodied our

commitment to black liberation

through socialist revolution.

Video showings are planned.

Contact your nearest Spartacist

branch for locations and times.

WV Photo

the Civil Rights Act, authored the “South-

ern strategy," persuading Southern Dixier

crats to defect to the Republicans. In

every presidential election since then, the

Democrats have centered their campaigns

on getting back the white vote, desper-

ately seeking to reverse the perception

that they were beholden to blacks, labor

and other “special interests.”

The Democrats developed their own
Southern strategy, successfully running

Georgia governor Jimmy Carter for pres-

ident in 1976. During his campaign, this

“born again" racist publicly proclaimed

his allegiance to “ethnic purity," a code

word for racial segregation. Indelibly

marking the Carter years was the Novem-

ber 1979 Greensboro Massacre, when a

caravan of Klansmen and Nazis, including

a paid government “informant” opened

fire on an anti-Klan protest in North

Carolina, killing five leftists and union

organizers.

After 12 years of the Republican Rea-

gan and Bush administrations, Clinton

and his Democratic Leadership Council

got the White House back in 1992

through his efforts to win back "Reagan

Democrats.” To this end, he deliberately

attacked black rap artist Sister Souljah as

being “anti-white” in order to embarrass

Jesse Jackson, the leading black figure in

the Democratic Party, and took time dur-

ing his campaign to fly back to Arkansas

to personally oversee the execution of a

brain-damaged black man, Rickey Ray

Rector, posing with the cops at the prison

for a photo op. Recognizing that Clinton

was appealing to white racist voters far

more than his Democratic predecessors in

the 1980s had done, many blacks

responded by staying away from the

polls. After the Republicans won control

of Congress in 1994, Clinton cynically

turned for support to the Democratic

Party’s traditional constituencies of labor

and blacks, bringing Jesse Jackson back

into the inner circle. Jackson, of course,

eagerly embraced his role of bringing

back black voters to the Democrats.

It is the role of black Democrats like

Jackson, Mfume and Sharpton to keep the

black masses firmly in line behind the

Democratic Party despite years of unmit-

igated attacks under Democratic adminis-

trations. going back to the Kennedy years

when beleaguered civil rights field work-

ers who mistakenly sought help from the

FBI had the phone hung up on them by

Attorney General Robert Kennedy. The
black bourgeois politicians have also

served in the vanguard of the racist “war

on crime" and "war on drugs.” Continu-

ing where his Republican predecessors

left off, Clinton has presided over a qual-

itative rise in the prison population, par-

ticularly of black and Hispanic men,

who make up a majority of prisoners.

One-third of young black men are either

imprisoned or in some other way en-

snared in the racist injustice system; 35

years after the passage of the Voting

Rights Act, fully one in eight black men

do not have the right to vote because of a

felony conviction.

By next month, the number of those

entombed in “democratic" America’s

prisons is due to reach two million, fully

one-quarter of the world’s prison popula-

tion (Justice Policy Institute, "The Pun-

ishing Decade: Prison and Jail Estimates

at the Millennium"). By some estimates,

nearly half a million are behind bars for

drug offenses, many on charges as minor

as simple possession of marijuana. We
call for the decriminalization of drugs and

demand an end to all laws against consen-

sual "crimes without victims." Alongside

the astronomical growth of the prison

population has come a massive increase

in the rate of state murder by executions

and expansion of the death penalty, which

is a legacy of slavery and Southern lynch

law. Abolish the racist death penalty!

While Gore and Bradley mouth pious

statements against racism, both capital-

ist parties agree on pushing the racist

death penalty and beefing up the number

of racist cops terrorizing the ghettos.

Joining black Democratic politicians in

pushing the “anti-racist” credentials of

Bradley and Gore are "progressive" intel-

lectuals like Harvard’s Cornel West, a

member of the Democratic Socialists of

America, and Henry Louis Gates Jr. West

has been stumping for Bradley, while

Gates has come out for Gore. It was

Gore who played the "race card” by first

making an issue of Willie Horton, a fur-

loughed black prisoner who then alleg-

edly committed a murder, in the 1988

Democratic presidential race against

Massachusetts governor Michael Duka-

kis. Gore baited Dukakis for being “soft

on crime,” by which he meant soft on

black people. Horton then became the

focal point of a viciously racist campaign

by George Bush Senior on his way to

winning the election against the “liberal”

Dukakis.

For Revolutionary
Integrationism!

Jackson, Mfume and other black

Democrats are representative of the thin

layer of middle-class blacks who materi-

ally benefited from the civil rights move-

ment. With American society racked

by the fight for black equality and the

burgeoning protests against the imperial-

ist war against the workers and peasants

of Vietnam, the U.S. rulers moved to

restabilize society—and the credibility of

the Democratic Party—by co-opting a

layer of black liberals and nationalists

while unleashing murderous repression

against the Black Panther Party and other

radicals.

Today, Mfume’s NAACP joins with

city administrations throughout the coun-

try, and with many black politicians, to

push for stricter gun control measures and

for lawsuits against handgun manufactur-

ers. This is in the service of the racist

rulers’ attempt to disarm the victims of

racist attacks and the working class in

general by eliminating the already atten-

uated right to bear arms. The whole his-

tory of this racist society shows: gun con-

trol kills blacks!

We remember the very different

NAACP of Monroe. North Carolina,

which under the leadership of ex-Marine

Robert F. Williams successfully organ-

ized armed self-defense against KKK
nightriders in the late 1950s in defiance

of the liberal-pacifist civil rights leaders

like Martin Luther King Jr. and national

NAACP head Roy Wilkins (see “Robert

F. Williams, 1925-1996: Courageous

Fighter Against Racist Terror.” WV No.

655, 8 November 1996, reprinted in

Black History and the Class Struggle No.

14. January 1997) In his Negroes with

Guns (1962), Williams recounted how he

organized his chapter of the NAACP:
"Wc began a recruiting drive among
laborers, farmers, domestic workers, ihc

unemployed and any and all Negro peo-

ple in the area Wc ended up with a chap-

ter lhal was unique in ihc whole NAACP
because of working class composition

and a leadership that was not middle

class."

Williams’ policy ot organized armed

self-defense against KKK violence ran

counter to the passive resistance philoso-

phy and liberal perspective of King & Co
The liberals preached “nonviolence" to

black youth facing the deadly violence

of the Southern sheriffs and Klansmen

and sought to contain the civil rights

struggles within the framework of "respect-

able" bourgeois politics. They presented

the brutal beating and murder of civil

rights militants as a “moral example" to

pressure the liberal wing of the Demo-
crats against the Dixiecrats, promoting

reliance on the federal government under

the Kennedy and Johnson administra-

tions. In this way, a mass movement for

racial equality was derailed into bour-

geois electoral politics. Many of the black

activists of those years went on to become

elected Democratic Party officials.

This was the period when the Sparta-

cist League originated as the Revolution-

ary Tendency (RT)—a left opposition in

the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) fight-

ing to uphold the Trotskyist program of

revolutionary proletarian internationalism

against the rightward-moving party lead-

ership. A central component of the RT's

opposition to the SWP leadership was the

struggle for a revolutionary integrationist

perspective, linking the tumultuous strug-

gles for black equality to labor's fight

against capitalism. Counterposed to lib-

eral integrationism—the false view that

blacks could achieve social equality

within the confines of the American cap-

italist order by pressuring the Democratic

Party—revolutionary integrationism is

premised on the understanding that black

freedom requires smashing the capitalist

system and constructing an egalitarian

socialist society, where white supremacy

and racism, no longer serving the purpose

of dividing the working class, will be

things of the past. When the enormous
productive resources of this country are

used for the benefit of those who labor to

produce them, the foundation will be laid

for the full integration of blacks and the

eradication of all social inequalities.

Having abandoned a revolutionary per-

spective, the SWP refused to intervene

into the Southern civil rights struggles

while initially tailing the liberal-pacifist

King leadership and later advocating

black nationalist separatism. Expelled

from the SWP in 1963, the RT. within the

limits of its small numbers, sought to

intervene in these struggles in the North

and in the South. We counterposed our

proletarian program for black freedom to

the liberals’ reliance on the Democrats

and intersected a layer id' civil rights

continued on page S
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area union-free and greatly profitable for

the capitalist exploiters. Only North Car-

olina has a lower proportion of unionized

workers

—

4.2 percent—than South Caro-

lina. where a bare 4.5 percent of wage

and salary workers are in unions. What

this means for the bosses’ bottom line

can be seen in the fact that the average

manufacturing wage in South Carolina

—

Last summer also saw the organizing

victory of the UNITE textile workers in

the anti-union bastion of Kannapolis.

North Carolina. This victory for labor in

the South was a contributing factor to the

growth in union membership nationally

last year, which climbed by more than a

quarter million. Many of these newly

unionized workers, in Kannapolis and
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July 1993 protest in Atlanta was part of nationwide campaign organized by

SL and Labor Black Leagues to demand, “Down with Jim Crow at Denny's!"

Flag...
(continualfrom page 7)

militants fed up with King's liberalism.

In the South, we advocated organized

armed self-defense against the racist

nightriders. publicizing and materially

supporting such groups as the Deacons

for Defense in Louisiana under the slo-

gan. "Every Dime Buys a Bullet!" We
called for a "workers united front against

federal intervention.” opposing both the

use of federal troops to put down militant

black struggles and the imposition of

government anti-labor measures such as

wage controls and anti-strike bills. We

raised a series of transitional demands

such as the call for a "Southern organiz-

ing drive backed by organized labor." In

the 1966 document “Black and Red-
Class Struggle Road to Negro Freedom”

(reprinted in Marxist Bulletin No. 9). the

Spartacist League stated:

"The struggle for black freedom

demands the total break of the Negro

people from the Democratic Party.

"Only by the development of a working-

class program and by explicitly opening

the door to support by white workers can

real political independence be main-

tained. real gains won and the basis laid

for eventual working-class political

unity This unity will come about when

the exploited section of the white South

is driven into opposition and is com-

pelled to forego color prejudice in order

to struggle along class lines against its

real enemies—the owners of land and

industry.

"The creation of a South-wide Freedom

Labor Party would serve as a tremen-

dous impetus for similar action by

Northern workers. The struggle for such

a party would necessitate a rank-and-file

revolt within the organized labor move-

ment to overthrow the present labor

bureaucracy."

Organize the South!

This program is as vital today as it was

over 30 years ago. The crucial importance

of organizing the South is accentuated by

the continuing flight of industrial produc-

tion from the North and Midwest to the

South to escape unions. One measure of

changing demographics is that the major-

ity of the black population once again

lives in the South, with many returning

from Northern and Midwest states fol-

lowing jobs as industry shifted. By 1990,

North and South Carolina combined had

more manufacturing production workers

than any state except California, with

both U.S. corporations and foreign firms

like BMW flocking to take advantage of

low wages and anti-union “right to work"

laws. A factor behind opposition by some

South Carolina corporate leaders to the

Confederate flag is that the tumuli over

this bloody rag is bad for business.

Any struggle to organize unions in the

“right to work” South will run head-on

into the entrenched racism and extralegal

terror which has long served to keep this

$10.54 per hour— is almost 25 percent

lower than the national average.

The inseparable connection between

labor’s rights and black rights in the

South was brought home during a union

organizing drive at a Perdue chicken

plant in Alabama in 1995. when plant

supervisors burned a cross on company

property to intimidate workers into voting

against the union. But the bosses’ “labor

lieutenants” in the AFL-CIO bureaucracy,

because of their ties to the Democratic

Party, refuse to mobilize union power in

defense of black rights, thus reinforcing

the deep racist divisions which the capi-

talists have long used to poison workers’

consciousness and divide and weaken

their struggles.

There are important anchors of union

power in the South which can serve

as launching pads for organizing drives

throughout the region, including the

Charleston I LA local now under attack by

the government. Last year. United Steel-

workers Local 8888 at the Newport

News shipyard, a major military contrac-

tor. fought off management in a bitter

four-month strike waged in the heat of the

U.S./NATO war of imperialist aggression

against Serbia. Workers Vanguard teams

noted that you didn't see the Confeder-

ate flag anywhere near the picket lines

of this integrated union.

A

elsewhere, are recent immigrants from

Latin America, who are also in the cross

hairs of the KKK terrorists. This points to

the crucial need to combat anti-immigrant

chauvinism and to mobilize labor against

racist deportations and for full citizenship

rights for all immigrants.

Nevertheless, as we noted in “The

Fight to Unionize the ‘Open Shop'

South” (WV No. 720. 1 October 1999).

"Unions are built in struggle, not through

ballots. And this is particularly evident in

the South, with its panoply of anti-union

’right to work’ laws enforced by vicious

racist terror" In the main resolution of

the Spartacist League’s Ninth National

Conference in 1994, we wrote:

"The unioni/aiion of ihe South cannot

and will not have a narrowly economist

character, nor will it likely emanate from

the top echelons of the AFL-CIO On the

one side, ihe entire black community
will lend to rally behind racially inte-

grated workers fighting the local white

power structure. On the other side, the

Southern branch of the American ruling

class will resort not only to the police,

company goons and professional strike-

breakers but, if hard pressed, also to the

Klan and its ilk. while using racist dema-

gogy to turn backward white workers

against the labor movement In short, a

union organizing drive in the South will

become a major arena of political strug-

gle between the oppressed black masses

and the white ruling class."

This perspective requires a sharp strug-

gle inside the unions against the pre-

capitalist labor bureaucracy, which has

never undertaken a serious attempt to

organize the South. Here more than any-

where else in the U.S.. the support of the

union tops to the Democratic Party serves

to perpetuate violent racist oppression

and brutal exploitation. It is necessary to

fight for a new, class-struggle leadership

in the unions committed to the cause of

black freedom and the political indepen-

dence of labor from the Democrats and

the capitalist government. Break with the

Democrats—Forge a workers party! For

a workers government!

A revolutionary workers party must

act as a tribune of the people, fighting

against every manifestation of injustice

and oppression. Exemplifying this under-

standing was Ihe nationwide united-front

campaign organized by the Spartacist

League and Labor Black Leagues in

1993 to demand “Down With Jim Crow

at Denny’s!” We organized pickets of

restaurants of the Denny’s chain—head-

quartered in Spartanburg, South Caro-

lina—to protest their racist abuse of

black and other minority customers. In

contrast, the petty-bourgeois NAACP
and Urban League sought “empower-

ment” by demanding black representa-

tion on Denny’s board of directors,

which would do nothing to change the

restaurants' degrading treatment of thou-

sands of black customers.

One speaker at the January 17 Colum-

bia protest said that removing the Con-

federate flag from the statehouse would

"bring an end to the Civil War." Indeed,

everywhere that banner flies is a remin-

der that there is much unfinished business

from the Civil War—the second Ameri-

can Revolution— to take care of. While

the civil rights movement of the 1950s

and '60s led to an end to formal Jim Crow

segregation, it is an indication of how lit-

tle has fundamentally changed for the

black masses in the “New South" that the

hated banner of slavery continues to fly

throughout the region There is no road to

eliminating the special oppression of

black people other than the working-class

conquest of power, and there will be no

proletarian revolution unless the working

class actively takes up the fight for black

rights.

To achieve black freedom will require

a third American revolution, placing in

power a workers government committed

to building a socialist economy with gen-

uine equality. One of the first acts of

a revolutionary proletarian regime would

be to tear down every last Confederate

flag and monument and replace them

with the red flag of the working class and

monuments to our heroes: from Denmark

Vesey. an emancipated slave executed

in 1822 for organizing a slave insurrec-

tion in Charleston, to the radical aboli-

tionist Grimke sisters, to the black Union

troops of the Massachusetts 54th who
fell in heroic battle on the South Carolina

coast in 1863, to the countless working

men and women who gave their lives

in the fight to establish unions in the

South.
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Ireland...
(continuedfrom page 3)

the newly elected Labour government

sent hundreds of troops and RUC into

Garvaghy Road to clear the way for

the Orange march. We issued a leaflet de-

nouncing this atrocity headlined: “Labour

Government Has Blood on Its Hands!"

Although the Orangemen were banned

from marching down Garvaghy Road the

last two years, the Catholic residents have

been subjected to an annual siege by

the army, the RUC and thousands-strong

Loyalist mobs. The 1998 siege ended

only after the murder of three young chil-

dren. the Quinn brothers, in Ballymoney

when Loyalists petrol-bombed their home

in the dead of night. A book titled Gar-

vaghy—A Community Under Siege (by

Garvaghy Residents [1999]) describes

what happened next:

“A couple of days later the barricades

were removed from the Garvaghy Road

As far as the police and the British gov-

ernment were concerned, the siege was

over for another year But this is not true

We, the nationalist people arc under

siege every day of the year, confined to a

nationalist enclave, no amenities in our

area, no cash point machines, no medical

centre All amenities, like the swimming
pool, are in Loyalist areas. There is no

access to the town centre at night Chil-

dren are afraid to wear their school uni-

forms, because if someone recognises

ftiat they go to a Catholic school, they

will be beaten up.... The siege of nation-

alist Portadown goes on!"

In March 1999, Rosemary Nelson was

murdered by a bomb placed in her car.

A Catholic resident of Portadown and

prominent lawyer, she represented the

Hamill family and had begun to prose-

cute the RUC officers who watched Rob-

ert Hamill being killed. She represented

the Garvaghy Road residents in legal bat-

tles against Orange parades. She had

given evidence to a UN special reporter

that she had received several death

threats from the RUC via her clients. The
UN investigation covered RUC/Loyalist

death threats against lawyers, which

were first brought to light by the 1989

murder of another prominent Catholic

lawyer, Pat Finucane.

Portadown is a segregated town, close

to where the Orange Order was founded

at the end of the 1 8th century as a batter-

ing ram against any unity between Prot-

estants and Catholics. The young indus-

trial proletariat concentrated in Belfast

waged mighty battles at the beginning of

the 20th century, culminating in the engi-

neering strike in 1919. This strike was a

powerful illustration of the power of the

integrated working class, consisting of

mainly Protestant workers led by a Cath-

olic. It was defeated by a massive wave
of sectarian pogroms against Catholics

(and violent attacks on Protestant shop

stewards) which prepared the ground for

partition.

Pro-Labour “Socialists”
Toadying for Imperialism

British self-styled “socialist" groups

loyal to Labour are shameless touts for

imperialism and the “peace” fraud. The
Socialist Workers Party’s (SWP—co-

thinkers of the International Socialist

Organization in the U S.) support to

imperialism in Northern Ireland extends

back to 1969 when they supported the

introduction of British troops, asserting

that: ‘The breathing space provided by the

presence of British troops is short but

vital" (Socialist Worker, 1 1 September

1969). They rarely mention the army’s

presence today, much less call for troops

out in their British press, however their

paper in Ireland mentions it in the “where

we stand" column. For revolutionaries

in Britain this is an elementary act of

opposition to one’s “own" bourgeoisie,

which for the reformist SWP is reason

to drop it. Meanwhile they pay lip service

to it in Ireland where the troops are

unpopular.

The SWP in Britain and Ireland

greeted the Unionist-dominated Execu-

tive with a huge headline “It Is Time

Tor Class Politics” and enthused about

the possibility for "the rejection of sectar-

ianism" and the "re-emergence of class

politics" (Socialist Worker, 4 December

1999). A month before, their press

boasted (in Britain, but not in Ireland)

that SWP honcho Pat Stack took part in a

"debate" with Billy Hutchinson of the

fascistic Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF).

The event, “Socialism 2000" in Glasgow,

was organised by the Scottish Socialist

Party (SSP). Another speaker was...a

superintendent of Strathclyde Police. The

SSP are persistent champions of Hutchin-

son and, like the SWP, are wretched pro-

imperialist Labourites. The UVF’s sole

UPI

Early 20th century Irish revolution-

ary leader James Larkin opposed
British imperialism, fought for class

unity of Protestant and Catholic

workers.

purpose is murder of Catholics and grue-

some terror. The contemptible “social-

ists” who see fit to “debate" Loyalist kill-

ers illustrate where support to one’s

“own” bourgeoisie leads. They support

the imperialist “peace” which rests on the

RUC. the army and the Loyalist death

squads. This is reformism in its true

colours—promoting the “democratic”

credentials of imperialism, including its

fascistic auxiliaries.

This Loyalist-“socialist"-cop confab

took place a few weeks after tiles on more

than 300 Catholics were found in a

County Antrim Orange Hall, no doubt on

their way from the RUC/army to the likes

of Hutchinson’s gangs. We say: Smash
the UVF and fascistic Loyalist forces! We
call for an integrated workers militia to

defend both Catholics and Protestants

against sectarian attacks. Such a militia,

incorporating both Catholic and Protes-

tant workers, must combat sectarian ter-

ror, from Loyalist forces as well as Irish

nationalists, and must be led by cadres of

the revolutionary vanguard party.

When instances of integrated working-

class struggle do arise, intervention by

British Cliffites supported
introduction of imperialist

troops into Northern
Ireland by Labour
government in 1969.

Ttie bieallunt; space prov-
ided by Uie presence ol flrll-

ish troops is short but vital.

Those who call tor the Imm-
ediate withdrawal of the
troops before the men octnnd
the barricades can defend
themselves are InvitinK a

pogrom which will hit frrsl

and hardest at socialists.

Workers Hammer

Spartacist League/Britain fights for immediate, unconditional withdrawal of

British troops from Northern Ireland.

the communist vanguard will make a

decisive difference to the outcome. In

1993, 1,000 workers at Belfast’s Shorts

factory who are mainly Protestant walked

out in protest at the murder of a Catholic

co-worker by the UVF. This was a poten-

tial opening to intervene and transcend

the sectarian spiral. It was wrecked by the

IRA’s Shankill bomb a few weeks later,

an atrocity which killed nine Protestant

shoppers.

Workers Revolution Will

Overthrow Irish Capitalism!

Successive Dublin governments have

been key to the success of U.S. and Brit-

ish imperialism’s efforts to broker a deal

about the North. Irish taoiseach (prime

minister) Bertie Ahern eagerly played this

role, as did Labour when in government

prior to 1997. The Irish Labour Party rel-

ished sucking up to U.S. and British

imperialist politicians and to the Ulster

Loyalists. The Irish government has now
removed Articles 2 and 3 of the constitu-

tion. Marxists did not support this irre-

dentist claim that sovereignty over North-

ern Ireland rested with Dublin, which was

written into the 1937 Irish constitution

by Eamonn DeValera as a deliberate ploy

to whip up nationalist fervour. However,

we recognise that it was relinquished

to smooth the reactionary deal at the

expense of the Northern Catholics.

In 1998 Tony Blair became the First

British prime minister to address the

Dail | Irish parliament] and now the Dub-

lin government are to receive an official

visit by Queen Elizabeth, the first visit

to Ireland since independence by a reign-

ing British monarch. As Dublin politi-

cians bow and scrape before England’s

sacred cow. the point will not be lost on

Northern Catholics that she recently

awarded the RUC the George Cross, one

of British imperialism’s highest awards,

for “gallantry.”

Recent developments in Anglo-Irish

relations are a product of counterrevolu-

tion in the former Soviet Union. Rivalries

between imperialist powers have again

come to the fore and competition between

the U.S. and Germany is apparent over

the EU and NATO. U.S. imperialism has

a keen interest in cementing a deal

between London and Dublin, hence they

assigned former Senator George Mitchell

to oversee the Northern Ireland deal. The

Irish state is preparing for entry into

NATO, which means being in a common
military alliance with Britain In Decem-
ber Ireland joined the “Partnership for

Peace" <PtP), the anteroom for NATO.
Banging the nationalist drum, the Irish

government refused to join NATO in

1949 because “the continuance of parti-

tion precludes us from taking our rightful

place in the affairs of Europe" (quoted in

J J Lee. Ireland 1912-1985 (1989]). Sub-

sequent governments have maintained

that Ireland’s defence policy is “neutral
"

This is a nationalist myth There was

nothing neutral about Ireland’s attitude

towards NATO’s anti-Soviet Cold War
This was summed up as: "to preserve

Christian civilisation" and support “those

powers primarily charged with the

defence of ‘the free world’ against com-

munism" (F. S.L. Lyons, Ireland Since

the Famine 1 1971 ]). Today over 900 Irish

troops form part of imperialist “peace-

keeping" missions from Lebanon to the

Balkans to East Timor. We demand: Irish/

UN troops out of Lebanon! British/Irish

and all imperialist troops out of the Bal-

kans, the Near East and East Timor!

Smash NATO through workers revolu-

tion! The Irish stale’s entry into PIP

means it will increase its participation in

imperialist wars and will strengthen its

forces for repression against the working

class and oppressed at home.

The Irish Labour Party and the trade

union bureaucracy tie the working class

to the capitalist state. They are complicit

in maintaining Catholic church domina-

tion of everything from schools to hospi-

tals and are steeped in the hideous

oppression of women Their function is

to convince workers to accept wage
restraints in the “national interest," i.e., in

the interests of the bourgeoisie which is

making exorbitant profits at the expense

of the proletariat. Class-collaborationist

agreements like “Partnership 2000" are

instrumental in securing these fat prof-

its. Wages are low and unemployment

remains high despite economic expan-

sion. “Partnership" between the working

class and the capitalists is a lie: their

interests are irreconcilable.

There is simmering discontent among
the proletariat in the South where the

oppression of women remains potentially

explosive. There is opposition in the

society to the virulent racism directed

against refugees and Travellers. Abortion

is illegal in Northern Ireland as well as

in the South. We call for the right to free

abortion on demand! For the separation

of church and state! For women’s libera-

tion through socialist revolution! The

Dublin Spartacist Group raised these

demands, in a leaflet for last October’s

strike by 27,500 nurses, who are mainly

women, the largest strike since the state

was founded. We seek to transcend racial

and ethnic divisions of the working class

in the context of class struggle. The leaf-

let called for full citizenship rights for

immigrants and also noted: “Successful

class struggle against the clericalist state

in the South would also find great reso-

nance among both Catholic and Protes-

tant workers in the North.” While Catho-

lic workers in Northern Ireland earn 15

per cent less than Protestant workers and

are more likely to be unemployed, condi-

tions for Protestant workers are dire as

well. The overall industrial decline of

British imperialism has impacted heavily

on Northern Ireland.

Over twenty years ago in "Theses on

Ireland,” we noted:

“Wo struggle for an Irish workers repub-

lic as part of a socialist federation of

the Bnlish Isles While ihe establishment

of a united workers state of the whole
island may be preferable, the above
demand is algebraic, leaving open the

question of where the Protestants fall.
.

Placing ihe demand in ihe context of a

socialist federation has ihe additional

advantage of highlighting the essential

relationship of the proletarian revolution

in the whole area and ihe virtual impos-
sibility ol the resolution of the Irish

question on a working-class basis out-

side this framework."— Spartacist No. 24.

Autumn 1977

Down with the imperialist "peace" deal!

British troops out now ! For workers revo-

lution both sides of the border and both

sides of the Irish Sea 1 *
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Wide World

Harlem, 1964: Murderous cop occupation was aimed at

quelling ghetto unrest as residents were becoming
organized and politicized. Right: Progressive Labor leader
Bill Epton and radical attorney Conrad Lynn preparing to

march against cop terror in defiance of police ban.

Hurricane...
(continued from page 12)

favorable reviews. The Hurricane has

provoked tierce criticism by some bour-

geois mouthpieces who seize on minor

factual discrepancies in order to discredit

Carter's fight for freedom and with it the

notion that black people are framed up in

American courts. Liberal director Jewi

son feeds into this by conveying the mes-

sage in The Hurricane that justice will

ultimately prevail under this capitalist

system, which is racist to the core.

Carter himself has long been active in

the fight for Jamal’s freedom, endorsing

and speaking at defense rallies initiated

by the Partisan Defense Committee

beginning in March 1995. Carter also

endorsed the PDC-initiated labor/black

mobilization that rode the KKK out of

New York City on October 23. In a recent

statement on Mumia, Carter said: “Jail-

house stool pigeons, jury tampering, jury

fixing, paid criminals for perjured testi-

monies, the manufacturing of evidence by

police departments, the lies in the seat of

government itself. That's what Mumia
Abu-Jamal is in prison for. That’s what I

was in prison for." While various liberals

and fake leftists today focus on calls for

a new trial for Jamal, the frame-up of

Carter and Artis through two trials and

numerous court appeals underlines that

there is no justice in the capitalist courts!

Free Mumia now!

From Jersey to Johannesburg

The Hurricane claims to be based on

Carter’s autobiographical The Sixteenth

Round and on Lazarus and the Hurricane

(1991), written by Canadians Sam Chai-

ton and Terry Swinton Absent from the

movie, however, is any reference to the

turbulent social struggles of the 1960s

and Carter’s increasing involvement in

the black freedom struggle.

In the mid-1960s, ghettos across the

country erupted in response to cop terror

and grinding racist oppression, beginning

with Harlem in the summer of 1964.

By the time an off-duty cop gunned
down 15-year-old James Powell in cold

blood in July 1964, Harlem’s residents

were becoming politicized and organ-

ized, engaging in school boycotts pro-

testing segregation, staging demonstra-
tions against cop terror and rent strikes

against slumlords in which thousands

formed tenants councils. When people

look to the streets to protest Powell's

killing, the cops moved in to crush the

black masses.

The newly formed Spartacist group
sought to give organized expression to

the anger of the Harlem masses and to

rally working-class support to the side of
the besieged inner city. The Spartacist-

initiated Harlem Solidarity Committee
organized a rally of nearly one thousand
largely black and Hispanic workers in

the center of New York’s garment district

around the slogans "Remove the Rioting

Cops from Harlem" and “Support the

Right of the Citizens of the Ghetto to

Defend Themselves,”

Unlike the liberal Martin Luther King
Jr. who preached nonviolence to the

AP

suppression of ghetto upheavals as in

Watts in 1965, Rubin Carter did not

believe in “turning the other cheek”

against racist terror. In response to the

murderous cop occupation of Harlem,

Carter (as he recounts in The Sixteenth

Round) told a Saturday Evening Post

reporter: “When scores of children were

being trampled, stomped, and mutilated

by a legion of club-wielding police

—

while other cops held their guns to the

Spartacist

children’s heads—the black community
should have arisen right then and fought

to their death in the streets, if it was
necessary. Because self-protection is the

absolute right of every living being on the

face of the earth.”

From the moment the Saturday Eve-

ning Post ran Carter’s advocacy of armed
self-defense, painting it as a call for kill-

ing cops, he was a marked man. Hurri-

cane was repeatedly hauled in by the

Paterson cops on traffic citations and
other bogus charges and harassed by
police in just about every city where
he went to box. In his book. Carter

recalls being ordered down to police

headquarters as soon as he arrived in Los
Angeles, where he was told by the chief

of police, “We knew you were coming,
boy; the F.B I had you pegged every

fool of the way.”

Carter increasingly chose to box
abroad. In the weeks leading up to a

1965 fight in South Africa, his guide was

Steve Biko, an 18-year-old anti-apartheid

activist who went on to become a leader

of the Black Consciousness Movement
and was murdered by his apartheid jail-

ers in 1977. Carter was determined to aid

the black freedom struggle in South
Africa. At great personal risk, he bought

enough guns when he returned home to

fill four duffel bags, delivering them to

the outlawed African National Congress
when he returned to South Africa in Feb-

ruary 1966 for another bout—which he

won with an eighth-round knockout.

The police/FBI surveillance of Carter

was part of a massive program of

government spying and terror against

black activists which targeted even pro-

Democratic Party liberals like King. In

the 1960s, FBI director J Edgar Hoover
proclaimed: “The Negro youth and mod-
erate[s] must be made to understand that

if they succumb to revolutionary teach-

ings, they will be dead revolutionaries.”

The deadliest barrage of the FBI’s CO-
INTELPRO terror operation was leveled

against the Black Panther Party—38
were killed by the cops and FBI, count-

less others were framed up and impris-

oned. Among the latter was Mumia Abu-
Jamal. who was in the cross hairs of the

FBI from the time he was a teenage

spokesman for the Philadelphia Panthers

in 1969.

Two Trials, Two Travesties

A few months after Carter returned

from South Africa, the Paterson cops

seized on the fatal shooting of two
men and a woman at the Lafayette

Bar and Grill to go after him. As he
and Artis left a black nightclub nearby,

they were stopped by police "looking for

two Negroes in a white car" Denzel
Washington’s Carter quips in the movie,
“Will any two do?" When Carter and
Artis passed lie-detector tests and eye-

witnesses failed to identify them as

the alleged killers, the cops released

them, declaring that they had never been
suspects.

Four months later. Carter and Artis

were charged with the murders. The cops
had never dusted the murder scene for

fingerprints, nor found the murder weap-
ons, nor taken paraffin tests of alleged
suspects immediately after the killings to

determine if they had fired a gun. The

only “evidence” the cops had was a state-

ment four months after the fact by two

local criminals, Alfred Bello and Arthur

Bradley, “identifying” Carter and Artis as

the killers. Bello and Bradley, who were

supposedly carrying out a burglary near

the bar when the shootings took place and

had themselves been suspects in the kill-

ings, became the state’s chief "wit-

nesses.” In return, the burglary charges

against the two were dropped and they

were given a $10,500 reward.

The trial was a sham from beginning to

end. The state’s case rested on the bought

lies of Bello and Bradley. Most of the

defense witnesses were intimidated by

cops and prosecutors into silence, some
leaving town or going into hiding. In May
1967, Carter and Artis were convicted by
an all-white jury, in a city with a popula-

tion which is one-third black.

The movie gives a compelling portrait

of Carter’s determined fight to clear his

name and preserve his humanity inside

the prison hellholes. Carter resisted sub-

mitting to the prison regime, refusing to

wear prison clothes or shave his beard.

As a consequence, he was subjected to

the first of many trips to the “hole”—the

prison within the prison—solitary con-

finement in a bare concrete room devoid

of light or furniture, except for a slop

bucket for a toilet and a stone slab for

a “bed.” In one scene. Carter is shown
preparing to take on a gang of prison

guards to prevent them from searching

his cell and confiscating the manuscript

of his autobiography, The Sixteenth

Round, which would be critical to win-
ning public support. This calls to mind
efforts by prison officials to censor
Jamal’s prison commentaries, which have
been instrumental in publicizing his

cause and keeping him alive.

Seven years after the trial, Bello and
Bradley admitted to New York Times
reporter Raab and an investigator work-
ing for Carter that their testimony was a

lie. Just before going public with the

story, Raab was threatened by cop De
Simone, who warned him: “I have a bad
heart. It I go out, maybe you'll be going
with me.” In September 1974, Raab’s
expose appeared on the front page of the

Times and Carter’s autobiography hit the

bookstands.

Movie stars, popular sports figures and
prominent bourgeois politicians—from
Harry Belafonte and Johnny Cash to

Coretta Scott King and Jesse Jackson,
Newark mayor Kenneth Gibson and then-

Congressman Ed Koch, who went on to

preside over a reign of racist cop terror as

mayor of New York—flocked to Carter's
cause. Muhammad Ali became co-chair
of Carter’s defense committee, which
included future heavyweight champion
Joe Frazier. Bob Dylan’s song "The Hur-
ricane" brought the case to a whole gen-
eration of youth. In October 1975, the

New- Jersey Supreme Court ordered a

new trial.

The second trial was an even greater
travesty than the first. The prosecution
got Bello to repudiate his admission of
perjury, while suppressing a polygraph
test which showed this repudiation to be
a lie. Bradley was locked away on old
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Spanacist Canada
Carter at March 1995 PDC rally for Mumia Abu-Jamal in Toronto.

charges for the duration of the trial. Hav-

ing presented no motive for the triple

slaying in the first trial, the prosecution

"discovered" one nine years later by

pointing to the social unrest of the 1960s

and Carter’s militant views. Arguing that

"in 1966 there were many blacks with

legitimate grievances," the liberal Passaic

County prosecutor claimed that Carter

and Artis had been driven by "revenge”

for the killing of a black bartender earlier

the same night.

Carter and Artis were convicted a sec-

ond time and again sentenced to life

terms. It was only thanks to the commit-

ment of a handful of individuals that

Carter was finally exonerated and freed in

1985. The story of how Chaiton and

Swinton, authors of Lazarus and the Hur-

ricane, got involved in Carter’s defense is

a significant part of the movie. Working in

Brooklyn in the summer of 1979, the two

Canadians befriended a black ghetto teen-

ager. Lesra Martin. Chaiton and Swinton

took Lesra back to Toronto and taught

him how to read. Among the books the

black youth read was The Sixteenth

Round. Captivated by Hurricane’s story.

Lesra started a correspondence with him

and interested his Canadian “family" in

1
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Sprinters Tommie Smith and John
Carlos raise “black power” salute at

1968 Mexico City Olympics in defiant
protest of racist oppression in U.S.

Carter’s cause. Along with roommate
Lisa Peters, Chaiton and Swinton moved
to New Jersey to join with Carter’s law-

yers to fight for his freedom.

Carter’s conviction was finally over-

turned in 1985 by U.S. district court

judge H. Lee Sarokin in what we
described at the time as an “unusual and

courageous decision" ("Hurricane Carter

Must Not Go Back to Jail!”, WV No. 39 1

,

15 November 1985). Sarokin wrote: “The
extensive record clearly demonstrates
that petitioner’s convictions were predi-

cated upon an appeal to racism rather

than reason, and concealment rather than

disclosure.” Carter was released from
prison, but it was not until 1988 that the

prosecution ceased its vindictive effort to

put him back behind bars for the remain-
der of his life.

Long before Carter was freed, his lib-

eral and celebrity supporters had deserted

him in droves. Having gotten the new trial

they had demanded, they were satisfied

by Carter’s reconviction that justice had

been served. Few turned out for the trial

and there were no mass protests. This is

alluded to in the film when Carter's law-

yers question Chaiton and Swinlon's

commitment to the case, explaining that

all of the "famous and infamous" who
once attached themselves to Carter have

since abandoned him.

Even after Hurricane’s release, the

black liberal Amsterdam News (16

November 1985) peddled the line of the

cops and prosecutors, portraying Carter

as a "bad dude" who was “capable" of

committing the murders. In a protest let-

ter to the paper (which it refused to pub-

lish), the PDC wrote: "It is particularly

indecent for the Amsterdam News, a

newspaper which promotes itself as ‘the

new Black view,’ to join the vindictive

prosecution attempt to railroad Carter

back to that prison hellhole for life....

The Amsterdam News' ‘new Black view'

is just the tired old con game of binding

blacks to the Democratic Party of racist

pig Ed Koch” ("Hands Off Hurricane

Carter!”, WV No. 392, 29 November
1985). The same con game was evident

last October as Amsterdam News pub-

lisher Elinor Tatum joined black Demo-
crat Al Sharpton in going to court to

defend the KKK;s “right” to rally for

racist genocide in New York City.

Free Mumia Now!

Liberals like director Norman Jewison

seek to paint injustices like the frame-up

of Hurricane Carter as an aberration and

argue the lie that “the truth will set you

free" and that justice will ultimately pre-

vail. Similarly, the film features a prison

guard who befriends Carter, falsely por-

traying the role of these enforcers of cap-

italist rule who brutalize the prison popu-

lation. Thus the film’s closing sequence

shows Carter looking up from the court-

house steps to see the gray skies sud-

denly break as the sun (and god) shine

down. But if truth alone were sufficient.

Carter would never have spent a day in

stir, and Jamal would have been back on

the streets of Philadelphia nearly two

decades ago. What kind of “justice" is it

that steals nearly 20 years of a man’s life

on the basis of concocted "evidence” and

rigged juries? The truth is that Hurricane

Carter is a living condemnation of the

capitalist state and the racist mjustice of

its courts. As we wrote in 'The Frame-

Up of Mumia Abu-Jamal" (Black History

No. 15. August 1998):

"This sinister web of spying, intimida-

tion and frame-up is not an aberration

which can be cleansed from the system,

as liberals would have it. Rather it goes
to the very core of the capitalist state

which, with its cops and courts, its prose-

cutors and executioners, is an instrument

lor the repression of the working class

and the oppressed. This is part of the

Marxist understanding of the capitalist

state, and as Marxists we understand that

n will lake nothing less than a workers
revolution to sweep away this machinery
of state terror whose purpose is to keep
profits and interest payments flowing
into the coffers of Wall Street.”

Based on this Marxist understanding,

the PDC and Spartacist League place no
reliance on the capitalist courts and all

confidence in the working class. In the

13 years since the PDC took up Mumia’s
cause, we have publicized his case and
his writings internationally and initiated

numerous labor-centered united-front

rallies to demand his freedom and aboli-

tion of the racist death penalty, the lynch

rope made legal. While seeking to draw

in the broadest possible forces behind

Jamal’s fight, we have fought for a per-

spective centered on mobilizing the

social power of the multiracial working

class. But if labor's power is to be

brought to bear in a mighty blow on

behalf of Jamal, it must be mobilized

independently of the very forces of the

capitalist state and the capitalist political

parties—the Democrats and Republi-

cans— that have worked for years to

frame up and execute this innocent man.

Counterposed to a class-struggle fight

for Mumia’s freedom, an array of refor-

mist “socialists" have focused on the call

for a “new trial," among them the Inter-

national Socialist Organization, Workers
World Party, Socialist Action, the Revolu-

tionary Communist Party and Solidarity.

Behind this call is a political program

premised on the belief that the capitalist

state can be reformed and that the bour-

geois courts can be pressured to be "just."

Thus these fake socialists foster illusions

in the courts which kept Carter in jail for

two decades and have turned down Ja-

mal’s appeals on a number of occasions.

Watching The Hurricane and seeing

Carter dragged through a second frame-

up trial should give pause to many leftist

youth who might have been hoodwinked

by the call for a new trial for Jamal.

All these groups appeal to “main-

stream” bourgeois liberals— i.e., the

Democratic Party—whose concern is to

bolster the "integrity” of the capitalist

“justice" system in the face of evident

travesties like the kangaroo court which
railroaded Mumia to death row. Many of

these liberals would have no qualms
about seeing Mumia locked away for life

or even executed if only there could be an

appearance of “justice." Explicitly pan-

dering to this sentiment, Solidarity’s

Against the Current (February 1999) pub-

lished in its “What We Can Do to Build

the Struggle” column the grotesque call:

"Demand a new trial for Mumia Abu-

Jamal and that no execution take place

until after a new trial is held." So once

these reformists get the new trial they

want and Jamal is “justly” convicted, pre-

sumably they will be able to watch his

legal lynching with a free conscience!

This is what comes of looking to

pressure Clinton’s Democratic Party to

oppose racist injustice and oppression.

Commenting on Clinton’s invitation to

Carter to watch a screening of The Hur-

ricane at the White House. Carter

defense attorney Leon Friedman wrote

in an op-ed piece in the New York Times

(10 January):

"President Clinton called it an honor
to welcome him and praised him for

his courage and persistence in fighting

the unjust conviction. No one present

commented on the incongruity of these

words It was Mr. Clinton who signed a

bill in 1996 that may make it virtually

impossible for another unjustly con-
victed prisoner to find justice in the way
Hurricane Carter did."

Indeed, the 1996 “Anti-Terrorism and

Effective Death Penalty Act,” which
massively expands the federal death

penalty and guts the fundamental right

of habeas corpus appeals in the fed-

eral courts against unconstitutional state

court proceedings, was explicitly aimed
at ruling out any chance for freedom for

those like Rubin Carter. This point was

made explicitly in a 7 June 1995 debate

on the floor of Congress as recorded in

the Republican Policy Committee’s

"Record Vote Analysis":

"Cases such as the Rubin Carter case,

which our colleagues have mentioned,
hardly make the case for allowing Federal

review In that case, this man who had
been twice convicted of three murders
and whose convictions had been repeat-

edly upheld on appeal was released

by one of the most liberal judges on
the Federal bench.. Frankly, we want
courts that are concerned with justice not

compassion"

More than three decades after the

frame-up of Hurricane Carter and the

ghetto upheavals of the 1960s, the inner

cities of capitalist America remain hell-

holes of poverty, desperation and unbri-

dled racist cop terror. According to gov-

ernment statistics, in 1998 over a quarter

of the black population was living below
the official poverty line Under the Clin-

ton administration, the chasm between
rich and poor has widened even more
than during the Reagan/Bush years. To
suppress the seething discontent bred by

poverty and oppression, the bourgeoisie

has greatly augmented its apparatus of

brutal repression, placing tens of thou-

sands of additional racist killer cops on

the streets with ever more deadly high-

tech weaponry.

The fight to defend black rights and

defeat the frame-up system can only go
forward through breaking working people

and minorities from the capitalist Demo-
cratic Party and forging a multiracial rev-

olutionary workers party. Under revolu-

tionary leadership, the social power of

organized labor linked to the anger of the

ghettos can and will spell the end of the

rule of capital and its marauding cops

in America through victorious proletar-

ian socialist revolution. While seeking

to wield every legal weapon in defense

of class-war prisoners like Mumia Abu-

Jamal. we know that the fight for their

freedom must be linked to labor's

class war against the very system of

brutal exploitation and racist repression

these barbaric institutions serve. Free

Mumia now! Abolish the racist death

penalty!

i

NEW Trial —MUMIA!
NYC, October 23:
Workers World’s
International
Action Center and
other reformists
push illusions in

capitalist "justice”

with call for new
trial for Mumia. We
fight to mobilize
labor/black power
to free Mumia.

If II B tu.
” “ » 111 ;<:> "

FREE MUMIA
ABU-JAMAL!

Abolish the Racist Death PeaalpJ
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The Frame-Up of Hurricane Carter

There Is No Justice in the Capitalist Courts!

The Hurricane
A Review, by Reuben Samuels

The Hurricane brings to the screen the

dramatic story of Rubin ‘‘Hurricane”

Carter, the onetime middleweight box-

ing contender who was the victim of a

vicious racist frame-up that destroyed

his career, his health and his marriage.

Starring Denzel Washington as Carter

and directed by Norman Jewison (with

Carter’s participation), the movie depicts

Carter’s heroic 20-year light for freedom
from behind the stone walls and steel

bars of New Jersey prisons. Together

with his friend, John Artis, Carter was

railroaded to prison on charges of com-
mitting a triple murder in a Paterson,

New Jersey bar in 1966. Carter’s convic-

tion had nothing to do with the alleged

crime and everything to do with his

political views.

"The powers that be will only allow a ,

black man to be an entertainer or a crim-

inal,” Carter said in a 1975 Penthouse

interview from prison. “But when I didn’t

want to see people brutalized any longer—and when I’d speak out against that

brutality, no matter who committed the

brutality, black people or white people

—

I was harassed for my beliefs." The racist

rulers targeted Carter the minute he
stepped out of his role as a boxer in the

1960s to advocate black militancy, in par-

ticular the right to armed self-defense. As
with Muhammad Ali, stripped of his

heavyweight crown and banished from
boxing for three years at the prime of his

career because of his opposition to the

Vietnam War, Carter’s very prominence
in the sports world made him all the more
dangerous in the eyes of the racist rulers.

A Hollywood film depicting a blatant

racist frame-up is a rare and welcome
occurrence. However, the movie paints

the capitalist state’s vendetta against

Carter as the work of one rogue cop.

Lieutenant Vincent DeSimone (called

Vincent Della Pesca in the movie). This

has been noted even by bourgeois jour-

nalists like Selwyn Raab, who as an

investigative reporter for the New York

Times in the mid-1970s broke the story

about the state’s bribery of key witnesses

in the Carler/Arlis case. Commenting on
the movie in a contribution in the Times

(28 December 1999), Raab writes: “The
convictions were obtained not by a lone,

malevolent investigator but by a network
of detectives, prosecutors and judges who
countenanced the suppression and taint-

ing of evidence and the injection of racial

bias into the courtroom."

A movie about the case of Rubin Carter

and John Artis couldn’t be more timely.

The Hurricane hit the theaters at a time

when “racial profiling" of black motorists

is pervasive on the highways in New Jer-

sey and around the country, when an

'entire generation of young black men has

been criminalized, when more death row
inmates were sent to the execution cham-
bers in 1999 than in any year since 1951

It also comes as death row political pris-

oner Mumia Abu-Jamal enters a crucial

stage of his 18-year fight to win his free-

dom. Not surprisingly, amid generally

continued on page 10

..... Boenzi/NY Times
John Artis and Rubin Hurricane” Carter after sentencing in 1967. Muhammad Ali (in forefront) led 1975 protest for
Carter and Artis in Trenton, New Jersey.

Hundreds Rout Fascist Hale at Northwestern!

Evanston, Illinois

Young Spartacus
January 21: SL, SYC, Labor Black Struggle League gave organized expres-
sion to over 200 protesters against fascist Matthew Hale at Northwestern
University. Photo placard commemorates former NU basketball coach Ricky
Byrdsong, murdered by one of Hale’s Nazis last July.

We prim below a January 22 leaflet

issued by the Chicago Spartacist League
and Spartacus Youth Club following the

successful action that drove fascist Mat-
thew Hale of the “World Church of the

Creator” off Northwestern University
campus.

A person’s class position often plays a
big role in how that person views social

Young Spartacus

relations in society. Petty-bourgeois stu-

dents. particularly at elite universities like

Northwestern, often define fascism as
an extreme extension of racist ideology.

However, fascists like Matthew Hale arc

not about ideological debate, but are
organizers of paramilitary action groups
that target blacks, Jews, gays, and other
minorities for gcnocidal terror. They are
not to be ignored, boycotted and left to

recruit for their murderous program, but
stopped through the mobilization of the

multiracial working class at the head of
all the fascists’ intended victims.

Fascist terror is integral to the capital-

ist order. So long as the capitalists can
maintain some modicum of class peace,

they will keep their fascist dogs leashed.

However, when faced with a surge of
class struggle that threatens the rule of
capital, the ruling class will not flinch

from mobilizing the fascists to maintain

bourgeois order and smash all organiza-
tions of the proletariat, just as the Ger-
man bourgeoisie did in 1933.

Fascism in America, historically repre-

sented by the Klan, means race-terror

against blacks and minorities, and main-
taining entire areas as anti-union bas-
tions. The particular targeting by fascist

groups like the Klan of organizations of
the working class, like the trade unions,
stems Irom the fact that unions are multi-
racial formations with the potential to

challenge capitalist austerity. It is no acci-

dent that the American South, which still

Hies the Confederate flag of slavery and
Klan terror, has the lowest unionization
rate in the nation and some of the worst
working conditions for all workers. The
defense ot the rights of blacks and other
minorities and the fight against fascist

terror cannot be separated from the tight

tor the rights of labor What is necessary
to stop the race-terrorists like the Nazis
and the KKK tor good is a workers revo-
lution, led by a revolutionary workers
party that rips industry from the hands of

continued on page 4
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Mobilize Labor Power Against

State Repression, NAFTA Austerity

Mexico City. February 6: Cops drag off UNAM strike leader Alejandro Echevarria and over 700 others in early morning assault on student strike.
Tens of thousands of workers, students and parents have taken to the streets in protest.

Mexico: Outrage Over Cop
Attack on Student Strike

PRI/PRD: Nationalist Lackeys
for U.S. Imperialism

Forge a Revolutionary Workers Party!

FEBRUARY 8—As we go to press, the

central campus of Mexico City’s National

Autonomous University (UNAM) re-

mains under police occupation while hun-

dreds of striking students are in jail, some
on charges of “terrorism” which could

bring 40 years’ imprisonment. Early in

the morning of February 6, up to 2.500
thugs of the Policia Federal Preven-

tiva (PFP—Federal Preventive Police)

invaded the campus on the orders of
Mexican president Ernesto Zedillo. Over
700 people, among them leaders of the

General Strike Council (CGH), were
thrown behind bars. Five days earlier,

federal police working alongside the

“Auxilio UNAM" campus cops, “Cobra”

paramilitaries and hired thugs brutally

attacked the struck “Prepa 3" high school

affiliated with UNAM. arresting over

250.

The police occupation of UNAM has

helped shatter illusions in Mexico’s
wafer-thin bourgeois "democracy.” A
measure of the volatility of the situation

was given by the father of one of the

arrested students who told CNN News
yesterday, "Instead of giving Mexico edu-

cation, they are oppressing the country

and forcing it into revolution." The “dem-
ocratic" cover for the cop invasion of

UNAM was a phony “referendum" engi-

neered by UNAM rector Juan Ramdn De
la Fuente last month which he claimed as

a mandate to put an end to the strike.

Such attempts to mobilize public opinion

against the strikers now lie in tatters. As
one woman said at a protest march of
UNAM strikers’ parents on February 6.

"That plebiscite was pure deceit"

For over nine months, the strikers have

held firm in their struggle against the

Mexican bourgeoisie’s attempt to impose
tuition at UNAM—with 270,000 stu-

dents, the largest university in the West-

ern Hemisphere—which the U.S. imperi-

alists demanded as a condition for World
Bank loans. Last month, powerful sectors

of the Mexican ruling class, headed by

the Catholic church, stepped up agitation

to “re-establish law and order" and end

continued on page 5

Mass Arrests in Mexico Require Urgent International Protest!

Free All Arrested UNAM Strikers!

Defend Public Education!
Statement by the International Communist League

FEBRUARY 6—At dawn this morning,
an army of thousands of the notoriously

brutal Mexican federal police stormed
the Mexico City UNAM campus and
arrested up to 700 students and strike

supporters at a meeting of the General

Strike Council (CGH). The bourgeoisie’s

lying claims of the "autonomy" of the

largest university in the Americas have

been flattened under the iron heel of a

military occupation of the campus. Par-

ents and strike supporters bravely put

their bodies on the line to block the

buses hauling students away to danger-

ous police custody, but they were over-

whelmed by military force Many hun-
dreds are now in custody in the federal

police headquarters in Mexico City’s

Plaza de la Republica.

Our comrades in Mexico City in the

Grupo Espartaquista de Mexico (GEM)
and Juventud Espartaquista (JE) are

fighting now for an urgent mass labor-

centered demonstration to demand:
Drop all charges! Free the UNAM strik-

ers! Defend public education! Interna-

tionally, the workers movement and the

left must take action to demonstrate that

the victimized UNAM strikers do not

stand alone. The workers movement
everywhere has a stake in this fight

against class privilege and state terror in

Mexico. International protest and expo-
sure is urgently necessary to fight state

continued on page 5

WV Photo

PDC protest outside Mexican con-
sulate, New York City, February 7.



New York Times:

Pandering to Fascism
The New York Times, a principal

mouthpiece for the U.S. capitalist ruling

class, has taken to acting as press agents

for the racist killers of the Ku Klux Klan.

In a Times (16 January) piece headlined

"Community Finding Good in Presence

of a Klansman," columnist Matthew Purdy

serves up a warm and fuzzy portrait of

James W. Sheeley, a fascist lowlife from

upstate New York who heads the regional

American Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.

Purdy depicts the efforts of a local

preacher and friend of Sheeley. one Brian

Randazzo, who approves of the Klans-

man’s "good influence.” When the

preacher turned over his pulpit to Sheeley

last November, the Klansman railed

against the “mongrels" in the congrega-

tion. On the Martin Luther King Jr.

holiday. Randazzo preached a sermon

on behalf of Sheeley titled “Loving Your

Enemies,” prompting Purdy to report

that this "has given Dr. King’s birth-

day a meaning here that eludes many
communities”!

Sheeley ’s Klan outfit was run out of

New York City last October 23, when at

least 8,000 working people, minorities

and youth responded to the call by the

Partisan Defense Committee—the class-

struggle legal and social defense organi-

zation associated with the Spartacist

League—for a labor/black mobilization

to stop the KKK. In the lead-up to Octo-

ber 23, the Times ran numerous articles,

letters and opinion pieces depicting the

fascists as an irrelevant fringe group and

preaching that no one should interfere

with their “right" to rally. On the day of

the attempted Klan provocation, a Times

editorial alibied these racist terrorists

by arguing that "no testimony suggested

that Klan members were likely to engage

in violence.” Try telling that to the family

of James Byrd Jr., a black man dragged to

his death by KKK murderers in Texas in

1998. The Klan, America’s homegrown

Nazis, "speaks” with lynch ropes, guns

and bombs. Their "rallies" are recruit-

ment drives for racist murder.

This Times editorial was part of the

failed efforts of the Democratic Party to

derail the October 23 labor/black mobili-

zation. New York Civil Liberties Union

lawyer Norman Siegel and Democratic

state assemblyman Scott Stringer col-

luded with Republican mayor Giuliani

and the courts to give the Klan a free

TROTSKY

alist system, which

Imperialism and War

In promoting protectionist chauvinism, the

AFL-CIO labor bureaucracy acts to mobilize

the working class behind the interests of the

U.S. imperialist exploiters against their cap-

italist rivals overseas. As was seen in two cat-

aclysmic interimperialist world wars, trade

wars ultimately lead to shooting wars. Meet-

ing in revolutionary Moscow after the end of

World War I, the Communist International

stressed in the platform adopted at its First LENIN
Congress that war is inherent in the imperi-

can only be overthrown through socialist revolution internationally.

The contradictions of the world capitalist system, formerly hidden deep within it, have

erupted with colossal force in a gigantic explosion: the great imperialist World War.

Capitalism sought to overcome its own anarchy by organizing production. Mighty

capitalist associations formed, such as syndicates, cartels, and trusts, replacing the

numerous, competing entrepreneurs. Bank capital merged with industrial capital. The

finance capitalist oligarchy came to dominate all of economic life; it used its organiza-

tion, based on this power, to achieve exclusive supremacy. Monopoly took the place

of free competition. Capitalists in association replaced the individual capitalist; organ-

ization replaced insane anarchy.

However, the more that capitalist organization replaces anarchy within each country,

the more acute become the contradictions, competition, and anarchy in the world econ-

omy. The struggle among the largest, best-organized predator nations led with iron

necessity to the monstrous imperialist World War. Greed for profits drove world capital

to fight over new markets, new spheres for capital investment, new sources of raw

materials, and the cheap labor power of colonial slaves. Once the imperialist states had

divided up the whole world among themselves and transformed the many millions of

African, Asian, Australian, and American workers and farmers into beasts of burden,

sooner or later a violent collision was bound to occur, revealing the true, anarchic

nature of capital. Thus originated the greatest crime of all. the predatory World War....

The end result of the capitalist mode of production is chaos, which only the largest

productive class, the working class, can overcome. This class must establish a real

order, the communist order. It must break the domination of capital, make wars impos-

sible, destroy all national borders, transform the whole world into a community that

produces for itself, and make the brotherhood and liberation of the peoples a reality.

—"Platform of the Communist International" (March 1919), reprinted in

Founding the Communist International (1987)
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October 23 labor/black mobilization

rode KKK out of NYC. Democrats,
Times defended Klan’s "right” to sow
racist terror.

ride and to stop the anti-KKK protest.

Stringer, black Democrat A1 Sharpton and

Charles Schumer—point man in the Sen-

ate for racist “law and order" and gun

control—organized a “rally for tolerance”

for the KKK, even offering to share a

sound permit with the Klan. Meanwhile,

former FBI informant Sharpton joined the

black establishment Amsterdam News in

filing “friend of the court" briefs on

behalf of the KKK! But the multiracial

working class of New York City was

determined to drive the Klan killers out

—

and did, defying Giuliani, the Democratic

Party establishment, the cops and courts.

The Times (24 October 1999) itself head-

lined, “Unmasked and Overwhelmed, the

Klan Is Besieged at Rally.”

A recent Times (21 January) article on

black radio talk shows gives backhanded

acknowledgement of the impact of the

October 23 anti-Klan victory on the city.

The article, which features a photo of a

participant in the labor/black mobiliza-

tion holding a PDC "Slop the KKK!"
placard, quotes a radio listener telling a

talk show host, "When the Klan was

marching I didn’t see no responsible black

leadership speaking against the Klan.”

Indeed, the “responsible” black Demo-

crats, along with trade-union bureaucrats

like Dennis Rivera who is himself a

leader of the state Democratic Party,

were preaching "tolerance" for the Klan.

The Democrats were acting on behalf of

their class, the racist capitalist ruling

class, which keeps the fascist killers in

reserve, to be unleashed against the work-

ing class and minorities in times of sharp

social crisis. As revolutionary leader

Leon Trotsky explained in his 1934 work

Whither France ?:

“Finance capital is obliged to create spe-

cial armed bands, trained to fight the

workers. . The historic function of fas-

cism is to smash the working class,

destroy its organizations, and stifle polit-

ical liberties when the capitalists find

themselves unable to govern and dom-
inate with the help of democratic

machinery."

The New' York Times and the Demo-
cratic Party liberals seek to obscure the

Klan’s role as the historic American nati-

vist fascist group, which has terrorized

blacks, organized labor. Catholics, Jews

and other minorities since it was born

from the defeated Confederate slavocracy

following the Civil War. Today, with

Sheeley saying that he wants to try again

to appear in New York City, the Times

portrays the KKK fascists as some kind

of poor, “misguided” folk. Purdy's article

prints without comment Sheeley’s line

that “the Klan was not violent or hateful,

but was a white separatist group fighting

for white people in the face of intermar-

riage and civil rights for minorities.”

The Times article is part of the ongoing

campaign by the bourgeois liberals for

"tolerance" for the fascist lynchers. Its

purpose is to try to lull the working class

while preserving the fascists as the

reserve guard dogs to maintain the role of

capital.

On October 23, the power of the multi-

racial working class was mobilized in its

own self-interest and in defense of all

the exploited and oppressed against the

deadly KKK threat. The success of that

mobilization required the Marxist leader-

ship provided by the PDC and the Sparta-

cist League, which fights to build a

workers party which will smash the fas-

cist menace once and for all through

socialist revolution.

Spartacist/SYC Forums

1989-90—Revolution vs.

Counterrevolution in Germany
Saturday, February 12, 7 p.m.

UC Berkeley, 126 Barrows Hall

BAY AREA For more information: (510) 839-0851
or (415) 777-9367

Seattle WTO Protests Pushed
Anti-Communism, American Chauvinism

Defend China Against Imperialism

and Capitalist Counterrevolution!
Saturday, February 12, 3 p.m.

Harvard University, Science Center, Room 109

BOSTON For more information: (617) 666-9453
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From the Archives of Marxism

Black Freedom
and Proletarian Revolution

On the occasion of Black History

Month, we publish below excerpts from

two lectures on 'The Negro Struggle and

the Proletarian Revolution" given in 1953

by Richard Fraser as a spokesman for the

then-Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party

(SWP). These lectures were subsequently

reprinted by us in Prometheus Research

Series No. 3, "In Memoriam Richard S.

Fraser: An Appreciation and Selection of

His Work” (August 1990). In these lec-

tures comrade Fraser offers a Marxist,

materialist analysis of the oppression of

black people as a race-color caste in

American capitalist society.

A veteran of the revolutionary Trot-

skyist movement going back to the 1930s,

Fraser developed the program of revolu-

tionary integrationism. the fight against

every instance of discrimination under

capitalism and for the full integration of

black people into an egalitarian socialist

society. From our inception this program
has been the cornerstone of our struggle

for black liberation. Fraser was a theoret-

ical mentor of the SL’s precursor, the

Revolutionary Tendency (RT), which
fought the centrist degeneration of the

SWP in the early 1960s. In particular we
struggled for an active Trotskyist inter-

vention into the civil rights movement.
The RT was formed in opposition to

the SWP majority's uncritical embrace
of Cuba’s Castro and its tailing of the

pro-Democratic Party liberal civil rights

leaders, and subsequently black national-

ism. For this opposition, we were bureau-

cratically expelled in 1963-64. Dick
Fraser’s own political trajectory at the

time led him in a different direction. After

breaking with the SWP in 1966, Fraser

helped found and. before being cut off

by a split, briefly led the Freedom Social-

ist Party. Some years later he was a

member of the Democratic Socialists of

America (DSA). Toward the end of his

life, Dick distanced himself from the

DSA and joined the SL. His last political

act was to endorse the PDC-initiated

labor/black mobilization which stopped

the KKK from rallying in Philadelphia on

5 November 1988.

These lectures were given when Jim
Crow segregation was the law of the land

in the South, before the emergence of the

mass civil rights movement of the 1950s

and ’60s that led to its downfall. The
bourgeoisie eventually acquiesced to the

demand for legal equality in the South.

With the mass migration of black people

from the rural South into the Northern

cities and the increasing concentration of

blacks in the industrial labor force, Jim

Crow segregation had grown anachronis-

tic. Moreover, it was an embarrassment
overseas as American imperialism sought

to posture as the champion of "democ-
racy” in the Cold War, particularly in

competition with the Soviet Union in the

Third World.

The fight for black equality broke apart

the conservative Cold War consensus and
profoundly shook the American bour-

geois order. However, the liberal black

establishment represented by Martin
Luther King Jr. sought to contain these

heroic struggles within the framework
of "respectable" bourgeois politics, in

particular tying the movement to the

Democratic Party administrations of John

F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson. The
liberal-led civil rights movement could

not address the roots of black oppression

in the capitalist system. Today, aside from

a thin layer of the middle class, the mass

of the black population is materially

worse off than before the struggles of the

The Fraser Family

Richard S. Fraser. PRS No. 3,

containing a selection of his

works, is available for $7
(includes postage).
Order from/pay to: Spartacist
Publishing Co., Box 1377 GPO,
New York, NY 10116.

1960s by every measure—education,

housing, job prospects, wages. At the

same time black workers make up a sig-

nificant component of organized labor,

integrated into strategic sections of the

proletariat, in whose hands lies the power
to break the chains of capitalist exploita-

tion and racist oppression. There is no
road to eliminating the special oppression

of black people other than the working-

class conquest of power, and there will be

no proletarian revolution to end class

exploitation unless the working class

actively takes up the fight for black rights.

When the enormous productive resources

of this country are used for the benefit of

those who labor to produce them, the

material foundation will be laid for the

full equality of black people and the erad-

ication of all social inequalities.

* * *

How did the idea of race come into

being? There was no conception of race

before capitalism. Of all the antagonisms
between peoples of the ancient and med-
ieval world not a single one had as its

focal point the different appearance of

peoples. On the contrary, older civiliza-

tions were struck with the basic identity

of people as human beings independent

of the differences in skin color, hair

texture, etc.

To be sure, ever since the division of

society into classes, the owning classes

have held those that they exploited in

contempt. But in ancient times the claims

of superiority of ruling classes never took

on a racial character.

The first time in the known history of

human society that difference in skin

color was the subject of fierce antago-

nism between people was the direct prod-

uct of colonial and United States chattel

slavery created under the impulse of the

development of European capitalism.

It was a peculiar combination of his-

torical accident and necessity by which
the Negroes become the slave class of

this modern slave system.

The climate, soil and location of the

southern United States, the West Indies

and Central America were suitable for

the production of certain crops. These
crops could only be produced in market-

able proportions by the use of large scale

cultivation methods. With a wide abun-

dance of free land, however, available to

all, free labor could not be held on the

land of others. It was therefore necessary

to create a system of compulsory labor.

The system of chattel slavery is quite

inefficient and wasteful. But in this part

of the western hemisphere the low cost

continued on page 8
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Black History Month Forums

Racist Democratic Party Hustles Black Vote

Down With the Confederate Flag of Slavery!

Saturday, February 26, 4 p.m.
Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, Geneva Room

3300 Wilshire Blvd. (at Berendo)

LOS ANGELES For more information, call (213) 380-8239

Break with the Democratic Party of Racism and War—

We Need a Workers Party!
Thursday, February 24, 7:30 p.m.

322 W. 48th St.. 1st Floor

New York Labor Black League Forum

There Is No Justice in the Capitalist Courts

Tuesday, February 15, 7 p.m. and Saturday, February 19, 2 p.m.
Spartacist public office. 299 Broadway, Suite 318

With video showing: “From Death Row, This Is Mumia Abu-Jamal'

NEW YORK CITY For more information, call (212) 267-1025
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Black Soldiers Fight for Freedom
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Order copies of Black History and the Class Struggle
No. 2 $.75 (32 pages); No. 5 $1 (32 pages); No. 7 $1 (40 pages); No. 15 $1 (48 pages)

Make checks payable/mail to: Spartacist Pub. Co., Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116

Finish the Civil War! For Black Liberation Through Socialist Revolution!
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Young Spartacus
University of Toronto Teaching Assistants Strike

SYC Joins Picket Lines,

Fake Left Organizes Scabbing
Since January, campuses in Ontario,

British Columbia and elsewhere in Can-

ada have been hit by worker and stu-

dent protests against austerity attacks by

the federal and provincial governments

and university administrations. For three

weeks in January, more than 2,000 teach-

ing assistants struck the elite and filthy

rich University of Toronto (U of T). de-

manding better wages, a tuition waiver

and increased benefits. For the last sev-

eral weeks, B.C. campuses have seen

rotating strikes by campus workers. And

on February 2, lens of thousands of stu-

dents protested across the country against

high tuition fees, which have more than

doubled in several provinces over the last

ten years. The Spartacus Youth Clubs

in Vancouver and Toronto intervened in

these struggles, fighting to w'in students

and workers to our class-struggle per-

spective. At the February 2 demonstra-

tions, SYC members also mass distrib-

uted a leaflet in defense of the UNAM
strikers in Mexico.

SYC comrades walked the picket lines

with the U of TTAs, emphasizing that in

order to win, they needed the active soli-

darity of campus workers and students,

aiming to shut down the campus. But

instead, the university kept functioning

with little disruption. The national lead-

ership of the Canadian Union of Pub-

lic Employees (CUPE)— the TAs’ own
union—ordered other CUPE-organized

campus workers to work behind the TAs’

lines, and student leaders like student

Council president Matt Lemer denounced

the strike! The TAs’ local leadership

itself encouraged students to attend

classes, if only they’d walk the lines for a

few minutes. As a result of all this, the

TAs went back to work on January 31

with almost nothing gained.

At the root of these losing, divisive

strategics is the reformist, pro-capitalist

politics of the Canadian labor bureauc-

racy and its “political arm," the social-

democratic New Democratic Party (NDP).

The NDP is what Marxists call a bour-

geois workers parly—linked to the work-

ing class through the bureaucratic leaders

of the trade unions, but thoroughly com-
mitted to upholding racist capitalism.

Speakers for the NDP graced several

TA strike rallies at U of T, trying to prop

up their party's abysmal popularity rat-

ings. But when it is in power, the NDP
imposes the same austerity and repression

as its Tory and Liberal counterparts. The

Trotskyist SYC calls to break with the

NDP and to build a revolutionary work-

ers party.

As the SYC said in a widely distrib-

uted January 14 leaflet titled "Victory

to U of T Strikers!’’: “Capitalism can’t

be reformed— it must be overthrown by

workers revolution. The Spartacus Youth

Clubs fight to win students and young
workers to a lifetime of partisanship for

the struggle of the working class. Key to

this is actively championing the cause of

all those who arc oppressed by capital-

ism: youth and women, immigrants, gays,

Native people, the Qudb6cois." Address-

ing a TA strike support rally on January 7,

an SYC speaker motivated this point: “If

you hate the racism, exploitation and war

which are endemic to this capitalist sys-

tem, you belong on the picket lines,

because that’s where the power to do

something about it is.” Emphasizing that

capitalism means the oppression of the

only as a member of the SYC but as a

member of CUPE Local 3907 (Graduate

Assistants), where she played a key role

in her union’s decision to respect TA
picket lines. We call on TAs, strike sup-

porters and all who oppose racism and

they arc to the maintenance of the neces-

sarily racist, anti-woman profit system.

NDP speakers Rosario Marchese and

Howard Hampton have regularly graced

the platform at strike rallies, hypocriti-

cally pledging their support. While I.S.

members have literally acted as cheer-

leaders for them, a 14 January SYC leaf-

let pointed out: “As attorney-general in

Bob Rae’s NDP government, Hampton

jailed striking postal workers for defend-

ing their picket lines. It was the 1990-95

NDP regime that paved the road to Mike

Harris through austerity attacks like the

union-busting Social Contract and the

racist attempt to eliminate health care for

refugees and foreign students.”

Whyman's gross outburst therefore

accurately reflected the politics of the

eternally NDP-loyal I.S., refracted through

his own particular personal pathology.

Toronto SYC speaker
at U of T strike rally in

January. I.S. scab
“socialists” crossed
picket lines, spewed

racist filth at SYC
supporter.

many by the few, she concluded: “The

only way to end this is to get rid of the

profit system and the exploitation and

oppression it entails. Key to that is build-

ing a revolutionary workers party that

fights for all the oppressed. To students

who want an end to the endless cutbacks

we say: Victory to the campus workers!

Join the pickets! Shut it down to win!"

During the strike, the International

Socialists (I.S.—co-thinkers of the Amer-

ican ISO) sponsored "strike support”

actions that included crossing the TAs’

picket lines, i.e.. scabbing. As the SYC
denounced these scab "socialists," the I.S.

went into a frenzy, culminating in a racist,

male-chauvinist attack on an SYC mem-
ber and U of T trade unionist by I.S. hon-

cho Ritch Whyman. We reprint below a

January 30 Toronto SYC leaflet denounc-

ing this bigoted outburst.

Open Letter to U of T

TAs and Strike Supporters

Condemn International

Socialist’s Racist,

Anti-Woman Provocation!

On January 21 at a rally of striking U
of T leaching assistants at Simcoe Hall,

Spartacus Youth Club supporter Stepha-

nie Cheddie was the target of an ugly

anti-communist tirade. The perpetrator

was one Ritch Whyman. a leading mem-
ber of the International Socialists (I.S.).

who denounced Cheddie to a rally mar-

shal as a "Nazi" and screamed profanities

in her face. Not satisfied with slander and

male-chauvinist bullying. Whyman then

yelled at Cheddie, who is a non-white

daughter of Guyanese immigrants, "Why
don’t you go back to where you came

from"!

Such racist, male-chauvinist abuse has

no place on picket lines, at strike rallies

or anywhere else! Stephanie Cheddie is

well known as a strike supporter, not

sexism to vigorously protest Ritch Why-
man’s outrageous attack.

What drove Whyman berserk was

Cheddie’s denunciation of the Interna-

tional Socialists’ longstanding policy of

crossing picket lines, i.e.. scabbing. At a

“strike support meeting" on January 14,

in direct response to SYC interventions

calling to shut down U of T, Whyman
openly advocated crossing the TA picket

lines cn masse at Sid Smith to “organize

solidarity." The I.S. did exactly that five

days later. In contrast, from the begin-

ning of the strike, the SYC has joined TA
picket lines and called on other students

to do the same. Picket lines arc the fun-

damental battle lines of the workers’

class struggle against the capitalist rul-

ers: that’s why we fight for the elemen-

tary principle that picket lines mean
don’t cross.

This has not been the perspective of

the TA union leadership, who have bent

over backwards to maintain "business

as usual," refusing even to call lor a boy-

cott of classes by undergraduates, or for

other campus workers to respect their

picket lines. That recipe for defeat has

been backed by all manner of self-styled

"leftists,” who loudly oppose our Trot-

skyist insistence on the need for a class-

struggle policy to win this important

strike. Most frenzied of all have been the

pro-NDP social democrats of Whyman’s
I S., whose anti-communism is truly bred

in the bone.

Scratch a social democrat like Ritch

Whyman hard enough with a revolu-

tionary program of class struggle and

he oozes racism, misogyny and anti-

immigrant chauvinism. Why? Because

the reformist I.S. takes its lead from the

NDP and union bureaucracy, who funda-

mentally share the “values” of the capi-

talist ruling class. The pro-imperialist

social democracy is the transmission belt

for all manner of reactionary bourgeois

ideology into the workers movement. The
social democrats are the enemy of anti-

capitalist class struggle, committed as

For years, the I.S. championed all manner

of reactionary, anti-Communist outfits

which aimed at the destruction of the

Soviet Union and the deformed workers

slates of East Europe. Among their heroes

were the Vatican-inspired anti-abortion

bigots of Polish Solidarno&f, and the

murderous CIA-backed Afghan religious

fanatics who fought the Soviet army and

murdered schoolteachers for teaching

young girls to read.

The same politics played out at the

1998 International Women's Day fair in

Toronto, when the fair’s feminist organ-

izers authorized a booth staffed by propa-

gandists for the anti-woman Iranian

regime. The I.S. defended these mouth-

pieces for Islamic fundamentalism—who
lauded the practice of stoning women to

death for “adultery”—after they were

confronted by outraged Iranian and Kurd-

ish women supporters of the Worker-

Communist Party of Iran (WPI). The SYC
is proud to have participated in the WPI-

led action, which drove the mullah-lovers

from the fair. In revolting contrast, the I.S

denounced the protesters as "racists" and

“violent,” ugly slanders which amounted

to an invitation to the racist capitalist state

to send the Iranian leftist refugees "back

where they came from."

Once again, the I.S. has taken its place

on the wrong side of the class line, cross

ing picket lines at U of T and embracing

some of the worst excrescences of bour-

geois society— like Ritch Whyman. a

walking negation of proletarian morality.

Students and campus workers who want

to fight against the oppressive capitalist

system epitomized by the wealthy and

arrogant Bob Prichard (U of T president I

must reject with disgust any “socialist"

organization that harbors a creep like

Whyman in its leadership. They should

look instead to the SYC for a revolution-

ary proletarian-internationalist program
to sweep away capitalism and its mani-
fold injustices. Down with I.S. anti-

communist slanders and scabhcrding!
Picket lines mean don’t cross!
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Mexico City, February 4: At least 20,000 march to demand release of over 250
students arrested two days earlier when police and hired thugs attacked
Prepa 3 high school.

UNAM...
(continuedfrom page I)

the strike by whatever means necessary.
Now the government of Zedillo’s Institu-

tional Revolutionary Party (PRI), work-
ing in tandem with the Parly of the Dem-
ocratic Revolution (PRD) of Cuauhtemoc
Cardenas which runs Mexico City, has
moved to crush the strike on behalf of the

Mexican capitalists and their U.S. impe-
rialist overseers.

But while the police occupation of
UNAM continues, the city is not under
siege, and masses of working people con-
tinue to rally almost daily in defense of
the students. On February 4, at least

20,000 protesters gathered in Mexico
City’s main square, the Z6calo, in defense

of those arrested at Prepa 3. Two days
earlier, some 2,000 marched to the Reclu-

sorio Norte prison where those arrested

students are being held. As the crowd
yelled out. "Son, listen to me. your father

has joined the struggle!’’, hundreds of
voices from within the prison walls were
heard shouting "We are not alone!"

When the police stormed onto the

main UNAM campus on February 6,

students' parents bravely attempted to

block buses carting strikers off to prison,

shouting “Let our children go!" "They are

not criminals!" That evening, parents

organized a demonstration of 20,000 peo-
ple. including contingents of the STU-
NAM campus workers and other unions,

which marched to the Plaza de la Re-

publica to demand unconditional free-

dom for the arrested students. Protesters

chanted, "La UNAM no es cuartel—
Fuera Ejercito de el!" (UNAM is not a

barracks—Army out!).

At a STUNAM press conference ear-

lier that day, the union announced that it

would refuse to return to work as long as

the campus is under police occupation. A
representative of the Grupo Espartaquista

de Mexico, section of the International

Communist League, made an urgent

statement to the workers gathered there;

Because of its role as the motor force of
the capitalist economy, only the working
class has the social power to stay the

repressive hand of the bourgeoisie and its

state” (see article, page 6). Addressing the

presence of the Auxilio UNAM cops in

the STUNAM union, our comrade was
cheered when he raised the call, "Auxilio

UNAM out of STUNAM and UNAM!"
The GEM and its youth group, the Juven-

ICL Statement...
(continuedfrom page I)

repression of the left, the labor movement
and the students in Mexico!

This morning’s police raid was pre-

ceded last week by the cops and hired

thugs storming a striking high school

affiliated with UNAM High-school stu-

dents and UNAM strikers were savagely

beaten, hundreds were jailed and face

serious felony charges of "rioting” and
"terrorism" that could incarcerate them
for decades. From the beginning of the

UNAM strike, the GEM and JE have
insisted that the police, including the

campus police ("Auxilio UNAM”), are

the hired thugs of the capitalist class and
do not belong in the labor movement.
These bloody police attacks add urgency

to our call: Cops out of the unions! Mili-

tary/Police off campus!
The attempts to restrict access to higher

education for thousands of working-class

youth—and the unleashing of brutal state

repression, from the campus to the Zapa-
tistas and peasants in Chiapas—are

part of the intensification of the exploita-

tion of the Mexican working class and
oppressed by the Mexican bourgeoisie in

line with the dictates of its U.S. imperial-

ist masters through the International

Monetary Fund and North American
Free Trade Agreement. As the GEM/JE
wrote in a February 4 leaflet distributed

at a 20,000-strong protest march to the

Zdcalo: "Currently facing a wave of calls

for strikes, the bourgeois regime wants to

smash the UNAM strike so that it doesn’t

tud Espartaquista. have fought for this

elementary class principle from the

beginning of the strike as well as for

extending the student strike to the power-
ful Mexican proletariat, which faces a

barrage of privatizations and other attacks

on its jobs and livelihoods dictated by the

imperialist vultures of the International

Monetary Fund.

The actions of the thousands of Mexi-
can workers who have taken to the streets

to protest the police crackdown have
blown apart the lies of the capitalist

media that state authorities are commit-
ted to "peacefully" resolving the strike

and that the UNAM strikers are crazed

"ultras" with no support in the society.

This is the same Mexican ruling class

which unleashed the 1968 Tlatelolco

Massacre in which hundreds of students

were slaughtered and army troops occu-
pied UNAM. Cynically trying to defuse

intersect the struggles of the working
class, especially in this election year when
the different bourgeois parties (PRD
[Party of the Democratic Revolution],

PRI | Institutional Revolutionary Party],

PAN [National Action Party]) want to

prove to their imperialist masters that

they are capable of maintaining capitalist

‘law and order.’ even if the cost is the

blood of workers and students.... While
the popularity of [the PRD] has decreased

among sectors of workers and students as

a result of the continuous attacks that its

riot police have perpetrated against the

strikers, it is necessary to give this disil-

lusionment in the PRD a class character:

the PRD is a bourgeois party, and its

nationalism and democratic pretensions

reflect nothing other than its bourgeois
class interests. The fragile Mexican bour-
geois regime cannot offer workers and
the oppressed anything but hunger and
repression.”

The government has bloodied and
repressed the students because they think
they can get away with it. The student
strike has held out for many months and
the students have fought valiantly. But
student protest on its own is insufficient.

To go beyond verbal protest and change
society, students and all those seeking
social justice must be anchored in the

social and economic realities of the

country and must mobilize the tremen-
dous social power of the proletariat

against the Mexican rulers and their

imperialist overlords. We say: No new
1968 massacres! Mobilize the power of
the working class! Forge a revolutionary

lYotskyist party!

protest and anger by parents and others,

the Mexican government announced to-

day that several hundred of those arrested

have been released. The New York Times

(7 February), a mouthpiece of U.S. impe-
rialism, peddles a portrayal of the brutal

cop attack on UNAM as a school picnic,

talking of a “peaceful" end to the strike.

Nothing could be farther from the truth

The arrested students are in dire danger.

Meanwhile, the cops continue to roam the

streets rounding up militants oh their hit

list and any student strikers they can get

their hands on.

It is urgently necessary for the work-
ers movement and the left internationally

to show that the victimized UNAM strik-

ers do not stand alone! The ICL has
appealed to unions around the world for

solidarity with the UNAM strikers and
has organized emergency demonstrations
internationally, both last week after the

attack on Prepa 3 and this week follow-

ing the assault on the main UNAM cam-
pus. We demand: Free all the arrested

UNAM strikers! Drop all charges!

Defend public education! No new 1968
massacre!

The Mexican Volcano
Particularly with the approach of the

federal elections later this year. Mexico's
ruling parties had been reluctant to make
a decisive move to end the strike, fearing

it could touch off a social explosion.

Likewise, the regime has refrained so

far from unleashing a full-scale bloodbath

to drown the Zapatista (EZLN) peasant

rebellion in Chiapas. A crisis in Mexico
would be no less welcome to the Mexican
bourgeoisie's godfathers north of the bor-

der as the U.S. presidential election cam-
paign heals up.

The fact that the UNAM strike has

been able to last for nine and a half

months is fundamentally due to the bour-

geois regime’s worry that unleashing

massive repression could spark resistance

by the powerful Mexican working class.

The UNAM strike has taken place not in

a vacuum but on the volatile ground of
social unrest. A few months ago, 50,000
sugar cane workers went on strike while

the SUTERM electrical workers union,

threatened with privatization of the elec-

trical industry, began to raise its head
after years of inaction. This demonstrates
that the proletariat is beginning to break

its chains, even within the corporatist

unions controlled by the corrupt charros

(old-line bureaucrats) of the PRI. As the

GEM/JE wrote in a 4 February leaflet:

"Currently facing a wave of calls for

strikes, the bourgeois regime wants to

smash the UNAM strike so that it doesn’t
intersect the struggles of the working
class, especially in this election year
when the different bourgeois parties

(PRD. PRI, PAN [National Action Party])

want to prove to their imperialist masters
that they are capable of maintaining cap-
italist ‘law and order,' even if the cost is

the blood of workers and students."

As it attacks the student strikers at

UNAM. the Mexican government is mas-
sively escalating its bloody repression in

Chiapas, which has been under military

occupation since the New Year’s 1994
uprising launched by the Zapatista guer-

rillas when the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) was imposed.
Meanwhile, the government has been ex-

pelling most foreign visitors in Chiapas.
In this framework, the secretary of the

Mexican army is now coming to the U.S.,

which has been shipping massive quan-
tities of arms and military “advisers”

to the Mexican regime to help suppress
the insurgent peasants. While our com-
rades have defended the heroic EZLN
fighters against state repression, the petty-

bourgeois Zapatistas have been tied to

the PRD, hoping through this agency
to pressure the bourgeois state for con-
cessions through negotiations. The GEM/
JE demands: Stop state provocations
against the Zapatista rebels! Army out of
Chiapas!

Well before the police occupation of
UNAM. the regime made death threats

against strikers, kidnapped strike leaders

and supporters, including a supporter of
the GEM. and unleashed violent attacks

by strikebreakers. Throughout the strike,

the Mexican bourgeois media railed

against the “ultras" and “mega-ultras,”
helping to prepare the ground for bloody
repression. Outrageously, this was also
the stance taken by the American Social-
ist Action, which is associated with the

fake-Trotskyist United Secretariat. In its

continued on page 6

Spartacus Youth Club Class Series

BAY AREA TORONTO
Thursday, February 17, 7 p.m.

For Women's Liberation Through
Socialist Revolution!

UC Berkeley, Dwinelle, Room 179
Information and readings: (510) 839-0851

or (415) 395-9520

CHICAGO
Saturday, February 12. 3 p.m.

The Class Nature of the State

328 S. Jefferson St.. Suite 904
(near Clinton stop on Blue Line)

Information and readings (312) 454-4930
or spartacist@iname com

NEW YORK
Tuesday, February 15, 7 p.m.

Imperialism and War
New York University,

Student Events Center, Room 403
5 Washington PI. (at Mercer St.)

Information and readings: (212) 267-1025

Thursday, February 24, 7 p.m.

Free Mumia-Abu Jamal! The Fight for
Black Freedom in America

U of T, International Student Centre
33 St. George St. (north of College St.)

For room and information: (416) 593-4138

VANCOUVER
Tuesday, February 22, 7 p.m,

Angto-Chauvinism and Canadian
Capitalism: Why Marxists Advocate

Quebec Independence

University of British Columbia
Student Union Building, Rm. 215

Information and readings: (604) 687-0353

Visit the ICL

Web Site!

www.icl-fi.org
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UNAM...
(continuedfrom page 5)

January issue, this social-democratic

outfit retails stories of the “isolation of

the CGH before public opinion" and

shrieks that "the strike is swiftly losing a

sense of purpose and there is a danger it

will become merely the modus vivendi of

a shrinking group of ultralefts.”

Break with Bourgeois
Nationalism!

Now, as prominent personalities who

had earlier called on the students to

end the strike denounce the plebiscite

and subsequent crackdown, every party,

even the right-wing PAN, has criticized

Zedillo’s moves to end the strike. The

PRD in particular has cynically adopted a

posture of "support” for the CGH's “just"

demands. Trying to refurbish its creden-

tials as a populist, “anti-imperialist” alter-

native to the PRI and PAN, the PRD
has called a February 9 protest against

the cop seizure of UNAM, while Mexico

City PRD mayor Rosario Robles has

demanded the removal of the federal

police from the campus. But the party

showed its "support" to the students with

the truncheon blows of its granadero riot

police sent out to crush UNAM strikers,

as early as last August and as recently as

the assault on Prepa 3.

The 4 February GEM/JE leaflet

pointed out. “While the popularity of this

party has decreased among sectors of

workers and students as a result of the

continuous attacks that its riot police

have perpetrated against the strikers, it is

necessary to give this disillusionment in

the PRD a class character: the PRD is a

bourgeois party, and its nationalism and

democratic pretensions reflect nothing

other than its bourgeois class interests."

The GEM/JE has fought throughout the

strike to shatter illusions in the PRD
which are widespread among CGH activ-

ists and militant workers.

These illusions are a reflection of the

nationalist ideology which has served

historically to tie the Mexican proletariat

to its “own" exploiters. In an eyewitness

report on the strike at a Boston Spartacus

Youth Club forum last fall, a GEM
speaker noted, "The biggest obstacle we
have to combat in Mexico is bourgeois

nationalism ... Nationalism leads you to

supporting your own capitalist rulers

because they are Mexican, rather than

looking to solidarity with your class

brothers, for example, across the border

in the United States” (WV No. 721, 15

October 1999).

In a society so directly under the yoke

of U.S. domination, this ideology runs

very deep, reinforced by ceaseless propa-

ganda extolling the bourgeois Mexican
Revolution of 1910-20 and the waving of

the Mexican flag at student and worker

demonstrations. The real nature of Mexi-

can nationalism as false consciousness

GEM Speaker at STUNAM Press Conference

“It Is Up to the Working Class

to Take Up This Struggle”
We print below a speech by a sup-

porter of the Grupo Espartaquista de

Mexico at a February 6 press confer-

ence of the STUNAM campus workers

union executive committee. At the press

conference, held the same day as the

bloody police crackdown at UNAM. the

union announced its refusal to work as

long as the campus is under police

occupation.

In attacking the students, the bour-

geoisie and its state think that they can

get away with this given students’ lack

of social power. The attacks against

free, public education are in reality an

attack against the working class and all

the poor. It is up to the working class to

take up this struggle and show the bour-

geoisie that this brutal assault on the

students will not pass with impunity.

Because of its role as the motor force of

the capitalist economy, only the work-

ing class has the social power to stay the

repressive hand of the bourgeoisie and

its state. The Spartacists call on the

working class to carry out mass mobili-

zations in defense of the UNAM strike

and for the immediate freedom of all the

arrested activists. The working class

must use its muscle against bourgeois

repression. This attack must not pass

with impunity.

This shows, yet again, that the police

are the armed fist of the bourgeois state,

its guard dogs and bloodhounds. The

police are not part of the workers move-

ment and have no place in the unions.

The presence of Auxilio UNAM and

of any security agencies in STUNAM
is a threat to the very existence of the

union. Police out of the unions! Auxilio

UNAM out of STUNAM and UNAM!
All Federal Preventive Police and police

agencies out of UNAM!

To wield its social power in its own

interests, the working class must break

the shackles that chain them to the

bourgeoisie, especially the ideology of

bourgeois nationalism and the political

subordination to its principal exponent,

the bourgeois PRD, whose only interest

is to maintain the capitalist order of

exploitation and oppression. The work-

ing class needs a party of its own. We
Spartacists fight to build revolutionary

workers parties throughout the world

that are capable of leading the working

class to taking state power in the inter-

nationalist, revolutionary union of the

proletariat of the world. For workers

mobilizations against repression, pri-

vatizations and in defense of free edu-

cation! Free the arrested activists now!

Drop all the charges! For new Octo-

ber revolutions! Forge a revolutionary

workers party!

for the exploited and oppressed is cap-

tured in the fact that students' parents

have been massing in the Plaza de la

Republica, where hundreds of subjec-

tively revolutionary students are now
imprisoned for demanding access for the

children of workers and the poor to this

national institution.

Tied by a thousand threads to their

imperialist masters, the Mexican bour-

geoisie is incapable of achieving the fun-

damental democratic gains historically

associated with the bourgeois revolutions,

such as national emancipation, agrarian

revolution, political democracy and legal

equality for women. Instead, following

the dictates of their imperialist overlords

and fearing above all any challenge by the

proletariat and the oppressed, the Mexi-

can capitalist rulers seek to smash even

the smallest democratic gains won by the

masses through militant struggle.

The only road to the resolution of the

burning democratic tasks in Mexico is the

conquest of power by the Mexican pro-

letariat. which would place the tasks

of socialist construction on the agenda,

requiring a fight to extend workers rule to

the advanced capitalist countries. This is

the perspective of permanent revolution

developed by Leon Trotsky and embod-
ied in the Russian October Revolution of

1917. Key to this perspective in Mexico is

the political struggle to break workers

and radical youth from the bourgeois-

nationalist PRD and to build a Leninist

vanguard party as the champion of all the

oppressed.

The Spartacist League/U.S. fights to

bring down the American imperialist

behemoth through socialist revolution.

The anti-Mexican chauvinism pushed by

the AFL-CIO misleaders, the labor lieu-

tenants of U.S. imperialism, was evi-

dent at the Seattle WTO protest, where

the Teamsters tops tried to rally Ameri-

can workers against Mexican truckers.

Against this chauvinist poison which ties

U.S. workers to their “own" capitalist rul-

our comrades have insisted on the need

to extend the strike beyond the walls of

the university, so that the struggle for

free education is taken up by the indus-

trial working class which has the social

power to win this battle. Our call for

Auxilio UNAM cops out of the union and

off the campus has increasingly found

resonance among sections of the working

class. The Mexico City daily La Jornada

(4 February) ran a statement signed by

|
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Mexican workers
occupy Ford plant

in Nueva Laredo,
1995. Against
chauvinist poison
of AFL-CIO tops,

we fight for class-

struggle unity of

workers in U.S.

and Mexico.

ing class, we fight for internationalist

class-struggle unity between workers in

the U.S. and Mexico. In a 1991 joint dec-

laration of the SL/U.S., the GEM and the

Trotskyist League of Canada on NAFTA,
we said: “Stop U.S. ‘Free Trade’ Rape of

Mexico" (WV No. 530, 5 July 1991). We
wrote:

a grouping within the powerful teachers

union and other organizations which

called to “disband the police body Aux-
ilio UNAM'.’’ The statement was titled

"For Public and Free Higher Education!

Reject Police Repression Against the

Workers of Chapingo, the Prepa 3 and the

Student Teachers!”

Chicago SEIU Justice for Janitors declares: “The world is watching and
will not permit another massacre of innocent student protesters like

those that took place in Mexico in 1968.” Protests have also come from
West Coast letter carriers and longshore and French electrical workers.

“Yankee imperialism wants to turn Mex-
ico into a giant maquiladora, or free

trade zone— ’free' of unions, and ‘free’

for capital....

“The ‘free trade' assault on Mexico
poses pointblank the need for building

Trotskyist parties as part of a revolution-

ary Fourth International which can lead

the proletariat of the region to power."

The fight for workers revolution in

Mexico and (he U.S. is directly linked,

including by the human bridge of mil-

lions of Mexican and Central Ameri-
can workers who have “gone north"

Mexico’s proximity to the U.S., which
has cost it half its territory and subjected

it to repeated Yankee aggression, can be a

powerful lever for international socialist

revolution. With Latin America currently

in turmoil, as workers, peasants and stu-

dents fight IMF-dictated austerity meas-
ures, social upheaval in Mexico could

spark proletarian struggle throughout the

hemisphere.

Lessons of the UNAM Strike

The GEM/JE have actively participated

in the UNAM strike from the beginning,

helping occupy buildings and defending

picket lines against strikebreakers. In

strike meetings and in our propaganda,

It is crucial for every working-class

and left tendency to rally in defense of

all the arrested strikers, regardless of

political affiliation. The arrested include

supporters of many leftist tendencies,

including the Partido Obrero Socialista

(POS—Socialist Workers Party), En
Lucha, Liga de Trabajadores Socialista

(LTS)/Contracorriente, Militante and the

Internationalist Group (IG). But it is nec-

essary as well to draw a balance sheet of

this tumultuous battle, whose lessons

must inform the struggles to come.

After more than nine months of resis-

tance against the police and strikebreak-

ing thugs, the student strike went as far as

it could go on its own. Despite their

remarkable combativity, the students

could not achieve the power of a workers

strike that paralyzes production and stops

the flow of profits. This has demonstrated
in a raw way the limits of the CGH lead-

ership. which opposed linking the student

struggle to the power of the working
class. Serving up the myth of the student

“vanguard," CGH leaders pushed uto-

pian schemes to turn the university into

a "liberated zone." This notion buys

into the bourgeoisie’s myth of UNAM's

6 WORKERS VANGUARD
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ICL mounted emergency protests around the world
following cop attacks on Prepa 3 and main UNAM campus.

Clockwise from bottom left:

London, February 4; Chicago, February 2; NYC, February 7;
Berlin, February 7; San Francisco and NYC, February 3.

Protests were also held in Boston and Los Angeles and in

Milano, Paris, Toronto and Sydney, Australia.
WV Photos

"autonomous” status, a central compo-
nent of nationalist ideology in Mexico.

This illusory notion has been shattered

under the iron heel of military occupation.

What unites the reformist and centrist

left groups active in the strike is their

shared embrace of bourgeois nationalism

as purveyed by the PRD. This is overtly

the case with the Miliiante group, which
works within the bourgeois PRD of

Cardenas to make it “more militant."

When the PRD’s vicious strikebreaking

made it unpopular with students, as when
Cdrdenas, then mayor of Mexico City,

sent the riot police against the strikers in

August and again when his PRD succes-

sor unleashed the cops in December, the

Miliiante outfit could only rarely be seen

at strike support actions. But when the

PRD tried to distance itself from the

attack on Prepa 3. Miliiante took it upon
itself to reintroduce the PRD as a "sup-

porter" of the students.

Just as it embraces this party of bour-

geois nationalism, so does Miliiante

embrace the bourgeois cops as "workers"

in uniform, a line also sold by the POS.
Meanwhile, the STUNAM bureaucracy,

which admits that it sent seven Auxilio

UNAM cops to Prepa 3 at the request

of the rector, contrasts the "bad" Cobra
thugs with the “good" Auxilio police.

When the thugs of Auxilio UNAM
cracked students’ heads or spied on the

strike, they were doing their job as the

armed guardians of the capitalist state.

The cops have one and only one role: to

protect private property and the capitalist

order. The cops are not part of the work-

ers movement!

The POS was notorious for calling as

early as last July for ending the strike, just

when the powerful electrical workers were

showing support for the students. In its

newspaper El Socialista (January 2(X)0),

the POS welcomed the January plebi-

scite. writing, “Hundreds of thousands

demand it: The solution at UNAM should

arise from dialogue." These opportunists

are far behind the consciousness of the

militant Mexican workers who have come
to recognize in the sham plebiscite a

cover for bloody capitalist repression

No Student Vanguardist
Illusions

Responsibility also falls on the more
radical-sounding left groups such as

En Lucha and the LTS/Contracorriente.

which are hostile to a proletarian orienta-

tion and have dedicated themselves to

nourishing student messianism, dreaming

of a return to the “marvelous years" of

1968. Both En Lucha. which does not

even pretend to fight for a Leninist party

and acts instead as the aide-de-camp for

other reformists and nationalist organiza-

tions. and the self-proclaimed "Trotsky-

ists" of the LTS push student vanguard-

ism and a touching faith in the bourgeois

state. Disdaining working-class struggle,

the LTS/Contracorriente raises as its

maximum slogan that workers support

the students’ struggle, calling on the CGH
to "unify" the struggles of workers and
the oppressed.

In contrast, the GEM/JE called to

extend the strike to key sectors of the pro-

letariat and worked to win students to the

side of the working class in the struggle

for socialist revolution. Some students

told our comrades that the call for work-
ers strikes is utopian, given that the

unions are controlled by mafia-type clwr-

ros or by nationalist demagogues of the

"left." But this only underlines the neces-

sity of the fight to build a revolutionary

workers party to politically defeat these

misleaders, who do everything they can

to keep the workers in the straitjacket of

bourgeois nationalism and prevent them
from using their social power. In pushing

siudent-vanguardist politics, the LTS/
Contracorriente in fact serve as accesso-

ries to the union bureaucracy in isolating

the strike

The GEM/JE addressed illusions in

"student power” and university "auton-

omy" in a 5 July 1999 leaflet (reprinted

in WV No. 717, 6 August 1999) which
stated:

"As Marxists, wc understand that the

university is an important pillar of bour-

geois society and that its primary func-

tion is to train the future administrative,

technical and cultural personnel for the

capitalist system. ..

'The democratic demands we advance
for education are inextricably linked with
the understanding that only when the

system of capitalism is destroyed through
the seizure of state power by the working
class led by a revolutionary party will the

basis be laid for genuine equality in all

spheres of society We call for full open
admissions made economically meaning-
ful by providing all students with a living

stipend'
. Abolish the rectory' National-

ize all the private universities under
teacher-studcnt-campus worker control!

"The question for militant students is:

with whom will you ally—the working
class or the bourgeoisie in the form of
the nationalist PRO?"

Giving more of a left cover for tailing

the PRD is the centrist Internationalist

Group (IG). The IG is led by former
members of the ICL who left our Trotsky-

ist organization in order to freely tail var-

ious alien class forces, from trade-union

opportunists in Brazil and the U S. to

Third World nationalists and Stalinists.

The IG has raised the slogan "Auxilio

UNAM out of STUNAM!"—on paper,

especially internationally. But where it

counts, in addressing the STUNAM
workers (as at an assembly of students

and workers on 6 July 1999), this crucial

demand is dropped. For its entire exis-

tence. the IG has devoted considerable

effort to whitewashing an act of class

treason by its comrades in Brazil, who
sued a municipal workers union in Volta

Redonda at least three times in the bour-

geois courts in an effort to gain control of

that cop-infested union (see WV No. 67 1

.

11 July 1997).

Like the rest of the fake left, the IG
peddles its wares in the shadow of the

PRD of Cdrdenas. Obscuring the class

nature of the PRD, the IG invokes a

“Cardenista popular front," as the LTS
did for many years. The popular front is a

precise Marxist category characterizing a

bourgeois formation—a coalition of

bourgeois and reformist workers parties,

such as the Unidad Popular of Salvador

Allende in Chile in the early 1970s. But

in Mexico, there is no mass workers

party of even a reformist kind. Rather,

bourgeois-nationalist ideology is the fun-

damental instrument for politically sub-

ordinating the workers movement to its

exploiters. As the GEM/JE wrote in its 5

July 1999 leaflet:

"The IG concocts a supposed working-
class sector of the PRD. by which 'it

means a mass of discontented sectors like

bank debtors, peasant organizations, slum
inhabitants. Zapatistas, etc They do so in

order to prettify the PRD—which is noth-
ing more than a bourgeois-nationalist

party. In this way. the IG capitulates to

the current level of consciousness of the
working class and evades the necessary
fight for a revolutionary Trotskyist party

to combat nationalism and struggle for

the complete political independence of
the proletariat.”

The political struggle against bourgeois-

nationalist ideology is key to defeat-

ing the nationalist, class-collaborationist

union bureaucracies—both of the PRI-
aligned corporatist unions and the "inde-

pendent" labor formations—and mobiliz-

ing the Mexican proletariat in its own
class interests as the liberators of all the

millions of oppressed and dispossessed of

the country. The GEM/JE seeks to win
the best fighters among student youth and
in the working class to the task of forging

a revolutionary workers party to lead the

proletariat in the fight for state power in

Mexico. That fight can only be waged
with an internationalist perspective link-

ing the class struggle in Mexico to the

fight for proletarian revolution in the

belly of the U S. imperialist beast It is the

task of the SL/U.S. to forge the multira-

cial revolutionary workers party needed
to lead socialist revolution in this coun-
try. For new October Revolutions!

Reforge the Fourth International!m
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of maintenance of labor made it possible

to utilize slavery profitably in spite of its

wastefulness.

The native labor supply of the Ameri-

can, Caribbean and other West Indian

tribes was neither extensive enough nor

so easily adaptable to agriculture as to

provide an adequate working force of

plantation labor. European peasant labor

was inefficient in the sub-tropical zone

and expensive to maintain and replace.

Labor from Africa, on the other hand, was

plentiful, accustomed to agriculture and

efficient in the heat of the sub-tropical

zone.

Furthermore a slave trade had been

going on in Africa for years, organized

by (he Arabs. It was by no means an

extensive trade but it could serve as a

starting point.

Another advantage of African labor

was that as a chattel slave— i.e., a piece

of properly—a Negro could be identified

by his skin.

Chattel slavery was a system of pro-

duction which had been outgrown by

European society because it was a

system of low productivity and wasteful-

ness. Therefore, the very existence of a

mode of production based upon the abso-

lute ownership of one human being by

another, after it had been so long out-

grow-n, was repulsive to progressive peo-

ple. Particularly when the world was

bursting with revolutions proclaiming the

equality of all men. This slave system

became so repulsive in fact that only

weird and perverse social relations could

contain it. To despise the black skin as

the mark of the slave was the principal

and focal point of these social relations.

Thus, around the question of skin

color, society in the West Indies and
North America proper began to divide

itself, as social relations degenerated

under the slave system. First the black

skin was despised because it was the

mark of a despised mode of production

But this despised mode of production

was the creator of untold wealth and
prosperity, and capitalist society cannot

despise riches for long. So they turned

the whole matter on its head.

The slaves were in an inferior position

economically. Gradually, white slave-

owning society constructed a wall of
color: that it was not the mode of slave

production which was to be despised, but

the slave: that the reason the black skin

was the mark of the slave was that it was
first the mark of human inferiority.

In this manner the class problem of
slavery became complicated and con-
fused by the color question. The slaves,

besides being an exploited social class,

became, in the perverted thinking of the

dominant society, an inferior race as well

It was upon this foundation that the

"science” of physical anthropology built

its structure. In service to the American

planters, the international slave traders

and colonial exploiters, fake scientists

and politicians took a set of perverted

social relations based upon a discarded

social system and made them into the

foundation stones of a science. They jus-

tified slavery as natural and completely

desirable for those with a colored skin.

And they had great need for such a

justification. At the beginning of the

slave trade the idea of spreading Chris-

tianity to the heathen was sufficient jus-

tification for Negro slavery. Slave traders

were the missionaries and the slave-

owners the priests of a crusade to bring

the word of God to heathen “savages"

who would otherwise be doomed to eter-

nal torment in their awful ignorance.

But the revolutions in Britain, America
and France stripped away the veil of

religion from knowledge and initiated

the age of science and rationalism.

Social relations could no longer be

explained by reference to God. So a fake

“scientific” explanation of the social

relations of slavery grew up to justify

them. This is the actual foundation of the

science of physical anthropology.

Slavery itself was overthrown in the

Civil War and Reconstruction. But the

needs of the American capitalists for com-
pulsory agricultural labor in the South
remained. A new semi-capitalistic mode
of agriculture grew up in which the semi-

slave condition of the freed Negroes was
made permanent by the re-establishment

of the social relations of slavery: color

discrimination buttressed by segregation

and race prejudice.

Race thus became a fetish of Ameri-
can capitalism, a system of special ex-

ploitation based upon the social relations

and customs of a previous mode of
production, which had itself been an

abomination to society. Stripped of sci-

entific justification, what then remains of

race? Race is a relation between people

based upon the needs of capitalist exploi-

tation The race concept in anthropology

grew out of the social relations of slav-

ery. It was congealed by the adaptation

of these obsolete social relations to the

needs of capitalist production.

The concept of race has now been

overthrown in biological science. But

race as the keystone of exploitation

remains. Race is a social relation and has

only a social reality.

The basic form of race relations is

segregation. In the colonial countries

it is expressed by the voluntary self-

segregation of the white agents of em-
pire. But it would be an error to judge

race relations as a whole by their expres-

sions in colonial exploitation. Race rela-

tions in the colonies arc derived primar-

ily from the existence of the race

question in America and particularly in

the United States.

In the colonies the question of race is

dependent upon the specific needs of
colonial exploitation. In the United Slates

special exploitation is dependent upon
race relations. In the colonies race is

dependent upon exploitation, but here the

exploitation is dependent upon race....

The special colonial exploitation to

which the masses of Asia, Africa and

South America are subjected is depen-
dent primarily upon the financial, mili-

tary and political control which the

imperialists are able to maintain. The
establishment of race relations reflecting

the concept of white superiority is an

important instrument of this domination,

but not fundamental.

With or without segregation the spe-

cial exploitation of colonies would con-

tinue upon the basis of the economic,
military and political power which the

U.S., Great Britain, France, etc. wield

over the colonial world.

* * *

The Bourbon rule of the South today

is founded upon the destruction of the

glorious revolutionary movement of the

Reconstruction and the subsequent fail-

ure of the Populist revolt. The wealthy

whites could not possibly have subdued
these movements with their own small

numbers. A mass support in a significant

segment of the population was necessary

to organize the Ku Klux Klan and to ele-

vate the ruling classes to their present

position. This mass base of support was
to be found primarily in the white middle
classes of the southern cities and towns,

and the better-off section of the small

farmers.

One striking feature of the South
under slavery was the absence of the

commercial and industrial towns which
were so characteristic of the North. This
was quite normal in an agrarian society

dominated by huge plantations, which
provided no basis for a rich internal mar-
ket. Without towns it follows that there

was no sizable urban middle class.

Commercial towns arose during the

Reconstruction under (he impulse of cap-
italist economy in agriculture. The devel-

opment of these towns produced a

middle class.

Everybody knows something of the

SPARTACIST LEAGUE/U.S.
Local Directory and Public Offices

National Office: Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116 • (212) 732-7860
Web site: www.icl-fi.org • E-mail address: vanguard@tiac.net

Boston
Box 390840. Central Sta.

Cambridge, MA 02139
(617) 666-9453

Chicago
Box 6441, Main PO
Chicago, IL 60680
(312) 454-4930

Public Office:

Tues. 5-9 p.m
and Sat. 12-3 p.m.
328 S. Jefferson St.

Suite 904

Los Angeles
Box 29574, Los Feliz Sta.

Los Angeles, CA 90029
(213) 380-8239

Public Office:

Sat. 2-5 p.m.

3806 Beverly Blvd., Room 215

New York
Box 3381, Church St. Sta.

New York, NY 10008
(212) 267-1025

Public Office:

Tues. 5-8:30 p.m,
and Sat. 1-5 p.m.
299 Broadway, Suite 318

Oakland
Box 29497
Oakland, CA 94604
(510) 839-0851

Public Office:

Sat. 1-5 p.m.

1634 Telegraph, 3rd Floor

San Francisco
Box 77494
San Francisco, CA 94107
(415) 395-9520

Public Office:

Sat. 11 a.m.-l p.m.
564 Market St., Suite 718

TROTSKYIST LEAGUE OF CANAOA/LIGUE TROTSKYSTE DU CANADA

V
8

Toronto
Box 7198, Station A
Toronto, ON M5W 1X8

(416) 593-4138

Vancouver
Box 2717, Main PO.
Vancouver, BC V6B 3X2
(604) 687-0353

Washington Post

5,000-strong labor/black mobilization initiated by Spartacist League stopped
Klan provocation in Washington, D.C., November 1982. Finish the Civil War—
For black liberation through socialist revolution!

fierce competition which goes on among

the middle classes all the time. They

must compete not only against each

other, but also against big business

which has more efficient and cheaper

ways of doing things.

But the middle class of shopkeepers,

farmers, independent artisans, doctors

and lawyers—small businessmen of all

kinds—furnishes the only avenue of

escape from wage slavery into the ranks

of the capitalist class. Consequently, the

lower the middle class the more intense

and feverish is the competition for

survival.

It is not hard to see that a tremendous

advantage would be gained by a section

of the actual or potential middle class if it

could arbitrarily exclude half of the pop-

ulation from the right to compete with

them for these occupations.

Immediately after the Civil War privi-

leged poor whites established themselves

in middle class occupations. They made
of these positions a white monopoly

by the organized terrorism of the Ku
Klux Klan. One of the most important

achievements of terrorism during the

later days of the Reconstruction was the

complete exclusion of the Negroes from

the general middle class.

It was principally this movement of

the middle class organized into the Klan,

channelized and controlled by the capi-

talists and landowners, which gave to

these new rulers complete political con-

trol over the South.

The white monopoly of privileged

middle class positions tended to extend

down into the higher skilled sections of

the working class itself, gaining addi-

tional points of support for the rule of

the new Bourbons.

A further expression of the privileges

held by the while middle class of the

South is to be found in their traditional

exploitation of domestic servants.

It has been usual in the South that for a

couple of dollars a week, carfare and old

clothes a white family can have a maid.

And for slightly more, a gardener or a

cook.

In this way, due to the extreme degra-

dation of labor, it has been possible for

(he southern middle class to live in a

condition of luxury and freedom from
all domestic labor which is found only

among the ruling classes of other social

systems and the colonial agents of
imperialism.

Thus, the mass base of the naked rule

of the capitalists and landowners is

revealed as a privileged middle class and
labor aristocracy which owes its special

position to the racial division of Ameri-
can society.

Herein is revealed the sociological and
historical antecedent of German fascism.

The Nazi Party and the Storm Troopers
are almost the exact prototype of the

Bourbon Party and the Ku Klux Klan.
The Nazis, like the Klan, were essen-
tially of the middle class. They served
the basic interests of the large capitalists

while defeating and demoralizing the

working class and creating the basis for

the totalitarian dictatorship, just as the

Klan operated against the Negroes and
the while Populists. The principal ideo-

logical weapon of both was racism and
their principal organizational weapon,
terrorism,

It is well known that the Nazis sent
olficial and unofficial observers to the

United States to study and learn Ameri-
can methods of racial discrimination and
segregation to be applied to persecution
of the Jews.

But the comparison of the South with
Nazi Germany must take account of two
important differences. First, the white
middle class had a genuine advantage to
exploit in the southern states in maintain-
ing a racial monopoly of its privileges. In

Germany the "Aryan" middle class found
only complete destruction and humilia-
tion by the capitalists after the destruc-
tion of the labor movement and the Jew-
ish people was completed.

The second difference is that Negroes
are a lundamental part of the southern
working force. The object of terrorism is

WORKERS VANGUARD
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China...
(continuedfrom page 12)

1949 Chinese Revolution that smashed

capitalist class rule and marked a historic

defeat for U.S. imperialism. The Seattle

protests were marked by foam- flecked

speeches denouncing Chinese “slave

labor,” by signs promoting the CIA’s

“free Tibet” crusade and by the dumping

of Chinese steel into Puget Sound. As
proletarian internationalists fighting to

build a world party of socialist revolu-

tion, we call for unconditional military

defense of the Chinese deformed workers

state against imperialist attack and inter-

nal counterrevolution and are unalterably

opposed to the pro-imperialist chauvin-

ism which permeated the Seattle protest.

Defeat Capitalist

Counterrevolution in China!

The immediate backdrop to the Seattle

protest was the deal worked out weeks

earlier between the Clinton administra-

tion and the Stalinist regime in Beijing

for China’s entry into the WTO. The

ICL warns that this deal is a mortal dan-

ger to the Chinese deformed workers

state. China’s entry into the WTO would

pose a frontal assault on what remains of

the state monopoly of foreign trade,

allowing foreign firms to own up to 50

percent of strategic economic sectors

such as telecommunications and slashing

tariffs protecting state-owned industry

and agriculture, leading to millions more

unemployed.

These measures, which follow on the

Chinese Communist Party’s 1997 deci-

sion to sell off most state-owned industry,

are part of the Beijing regime’s year-

long march toward a full-scale market

economy. The Chinese Revolution was a

world-historic event, destroying the rule

of the rapacious landlords and wretched

bourgeoisie and replacing it with a cen-

trally planned, collectivized economy
which lifted the workers and peasants out

of entrenched poverty and degradation. A
nation which had been ravaged and

divided by foreign powers for a century

require first and foremost smashing the

resistance of the powerful and combative

Chinese proletariat.

As we wrote in “China: WTO Entry

Means Mass Unemployment. Imperialist

Plunder” (WV No. 725, 10 December

1 999), “What is urgently posed is struggle

by the Chinese proletariat to defend the

already greatly attenuated gains of the

1949 Revolution ” For nearly a decade

now, China has experienced an unprece-

dented level of strikes and other labor

protests, as desperate working people

struggle to maintain their jobs and liveli-

hoods in the face of the bureaucracy’s dis-

mantling of the planned economy. What is

necessary is the forging of an internation-

alist Leninist-Trotskyist vanguard party

which can direct the spontaneous, local-

ized protests and strikes toward a proletar-

ian political revolution which ousts the

Stalinist regime

—

replacing it with a gov-

ernment of democratically elected work-

ers, soldiers and peasants councils—and

fights for socialist revolution throughout

the region, particularly in the industrial

powerhouse of Japan.

Our opposition to the WTO deal is

premised on defense of the gains of the

1949 Revolution. The AFL-CIO labor

tops, in concert with liberal Democrats

and right-wing Republicans, denounce

the WTO deal in order to push a more

bellicose line for U.S. imperialism. In a

statement just before the Seattle protest.

Sweeney railed that "the fevered rush to

admit China to the WTO is a grave mis-

take" and criticized the White House for

“prostrating itself in pursuit of a trade

deal with a rogue nation.” He continued,

“The agreement reached this weekend

would deal away our democratic princi-

ples and most cherished values and we

will fight it.”

This is an anti-Communist war cry by

the labor lieutenants of Wall Street. In

Seattle, trade-union placards demanding

“People First Not China First” mingled

with banners like one screaming “For the

Basic Human Rights in Vietnam—Kill

the Red Evil.” From the podium, Team-

sters president Jimmy Hoffa Jr. railed

against “slave labor” in China and Viet-

nam. Shortly before the protest. Hoffa

had saluted incipient clerical-fascist Pal

Buchanan as “the only candidate that is

speaking out about the issues of world

trade, of China and the fact that China

is. ..almost a rogue state that is threaten-

ing Taiwan, that is persecuting people in

Tibet, that is persecuting Christians."

Hoffa’s anti-Communist tirades were

outdone only by the United Steelworkers

(USWA) bureaucracy, which organized

an obscene “Seattle W-Tea-O Party”

where Chinese and other foreign-made

steel was dumped into Puget Sound as

onlookers chanted, "USA! USA!"
Today the Clinton administration is

pursuing a policy of "engagement” with

the Beijing regime, aiming to encourage

it farther along the road of capitalist res-

toration while steadily increasing the eco-

nomic penetration of China by American

corporations. This is in no way counter-

posed to a more belligerent stance toward

China; rather these policies are comple-

mentary and share a common aim: bloody

capitalist counterrevolution. Indeed, while

the White House opposes the overwhelm-

ing vote in Congress recently to

strengthen military ties with capitalist

Taiwan, Clinton himself has repeatedly

brandished American military might

against the Chinese deformed workers

continued on page 10
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was unified and freed from imperialist

subjugation. However, that social revolu-

tion was deformed from its inception,

with political power held not by the pro-

letariat but by a nationalist bureaucracy

centered on Mao’s peasant-based Com-
munist Party/People’s Liberation Army
hierarchy. Today, Mao’s heirs are leading

the country toward capitalist restoration.

Among those hit hardest by the market

“reforms” are women, who are often the

first fired by state industries now forced

to compete in the market. In rural areas,

barbaric prerevolutionary practices like

the buying and selling of “wives" are

again in evidence, while peasant girls are

increasingly denied an education because

their families cannot afford tuition. Such

horrendous conditions would be vastly

magnified by full-fledged capitalist res-

toration, which is the aim of the imperial-

ists, the overseas Chinese bourgeoisie

and their allies in the Beijing bureauc-

racy. But to carry out that aim would

Teletubby toy
factory in

southern China.
As Beijing regime
opens China to

increased
imperialist

exploitation,

women workers
are among
hardest hit.

SEATTLE
wio PKort5r5

rusitcD

AMI I tOMhunJisfl,
Am RU AW

CHAUVJWISrt-
IHL

CM cttlNLH UfOfWLl
[NO fctfORKlft *TAft

UNA A6AHKT WmttH
-D-r. AWP C AHW IW

,,

mi $r****£3£i

SL denounced circus of pro-

imperialist protectionism and anti-

communism at Seattle WTO protest

which was hailed by fake lefts.

Below: contingent organized by
“progressive” ILWU bureaucracy at

anti-WTO protest.

Media cant bury <mpona/i<e of anti-WTO demonstration

Spread the spirit of Seattle

Socialist
Worker

Ulu
cu&ldCAl m;n ~.*£ni

Mcsmn

Atom °

Actionmm
SEATTLE!

to make them more profitable workers.

In the case of the Jews the object of the

Nazis was not to put the Jews “in their

place" but to exterminate them.

* * *

The police state of the South is admin-

istered by the Bourbons through the

Democratic Party machinery under the

protection of the national government.

But it must be remembered that if it was

the Democratic Party which created the

semi-fascist southern system, it was

the Republican Party which voluntarily

turned the South over to the Klan.

The Democrats, it is true, are the main

upholders of white supremacy. But it was

the Republican Party which, during its

purge of the Black Republicans during

the 1890’s, caused the coining of the epi-

thet “lily white.”

The so-called struggle between the

Republicans and Democrats in the South

is essentially a struggle between two

capitalist political cliques for the alle-

giance of the most reactionary section of

southern political society, the Dixiecrats.

Whatever the ups and downs of this

struggle, the basic political structure will

remain intact until the working class,

jointly with the Negro people, van-

quishes and destroys the Republican-

Democratic dictatorship.

One of the main struggles of the

Negro movement in the South since

World War II has been directed towards

achieving the right to vote. This has had

some success. However, it would be a

mistake to assume that the mere addition

of an increasingly larger number of

Negroes to the voters list will materially

change social conditions in the South.

Votes don’t determine or control any-

thing of great importance in the South.

The battle for the vote is an absolutely

necessary part of the Negro struggle in

the South But as long as it finds expres-

sion merely in the right to support one or

another wing of the ruling Bourbon dicta-

torship, its scope is extremely limited,

and it will change nothing essential.

There is no progressive tendency in

the reactionary southern dictatorship.

The Bourbons enjoy sending their “liber-

als" to Congress as a malicious joke on

the nation. But at home they are united

on the fundamental questions. To the

Negroes’ demand for equality they unan-

imously reply with the doctrine of “sepa-

rate but equal,” for they well know that

there is no equality with segregation.

The effectiveness of the struggle for

the right to vote in the South will remain

limited until it is coupled with the strug-

gle for the right of the southern workers

to establish their own independent party

of labor with no compromise on the

basic question of civil rights.

However, equality is not enough, either

in the North or South. The Negro has the

right to ask: “What is it to be equal to the

undernourished white sharecropper in

South Carolina? What is it to be equal in

the disease-infested slums of Detroit?”...

In the North and West, equality of Ne-

groes as wage workers can never become a

reality under capitalism. For capitalism is

a system of scarcity, and the Negroes, the

last to be hired by modern industry, will

continue to be the first victims of the peri-

odic spasms of unemployment which

characterize capitalist production.

What would equality bring to the

Negro middle class at a time monopoly
capital is squeezing out the white middle

class? A hundred years ago it would have

had meaning. But today equality, even if

possible under capitalism, which it is

not, would be only the equality of desti-

tution which is the future of the middle

class of the United States.

Each of these examples demonstrates

that discrimination against Negroes in the

United States is so ingrained in the social

structure that only complete destruction

of capitalism can lay the foundation for

the solution of the Negro question.

A hundred years ago Karl Marx, in

urging the American workers to support

the struggle of the slaves for emancipa-

tion and to support the northern cause in

the Civil War, proclaimed the following

truth: "Labor cannot emancipate itself in

the white skin where in the black it is

branded." This is just as true today in the

modern context of racial discrimination

as it was during the struggle against

slavery.*
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Victorious People’s Liberation Army enters Beijing, 1949. Chinese Revolution
overthrew capitalist/landlord rule, expelled rapacious imperialists.

China...
(continuedfrom page 9)

state, from the deployment of U S. war-

ships in the Taiwan Strait in 1996 to the

current plans for an East Asia "theater

missile defense.”

The greater the imperialist economic

penetration of China, the more this will

buttress calls for military intervention in

the event of a working-class upheaval, as

the American rulers and their labor lieu-

tenants call to "protect our economic

interests.” The American labor bureauc-

racy. known throughout the Third World

as the “AFL-CIA” for its role in helping

to smash militant and Communist-led

unions and setting up “labor" fronts for

U.S. imperialism, joined in fomenting

capitalist counterrevolution in the USSR
and the deformed workers states of East

Europe. Today these labor bureaucrats

are lining up behind their own ruling

class in the drive to bring full-scale

imperialist exploitation back to China.

Down With National
Chauvinism!

In the aftermath of the WTO protests,

the ISO’s Socialist Worker (7 January)

lauded the call for a "new internation-

alism” in an article in Foreign Affairs

(January/February 2000) by Jay Mazur,

the protectionist president of the UNITE
garment workers union. In a similar vein,

the fake-Trotskyist United Secretariat

(USec) saluted what it called an “interna-

tional dynamic" (International Viewpoint,

January 2000), while its Japanese group
claimed that the "AFL-CIO leadership

has changed due to working-class anima-
tion. .based on international grass-roots

solidarity.” (Kakehashi ,
1 January).

That avowed leftists in different parts

of the world could push this line reveals

only the degree to which they have them-
selves abandoned any pretense of inter-

nationalism in adapting to their own
respective chauvinist labor bureaucra-

cies. A supposed example of the AFL-
ClO’s “new internationalism” is the cam-
paign against sweatshops which was
highlighted in Seattle and has also been
prominent on university campuses. The
grinding supcrexploitalion of largely

female workforces in factories in Third

World countries generates billions in

profits for American and other imperialist

corporations. But the operational conclu-

sion of the AFL-CIO’s "anti-sweatshop”

campaign is a call to ban imports from

countries like Pakistan and Indonesia,

which would mean shutting down facto-

ries there and driving the workers into

utter destitution. Meanwhile, the UNITE
bureaucracy which is in the forefront of

the campaign against overseas sweat-

shops docs nothing to fight pervasive

sweatshop conditions in the U.S. gar-

ment industry.

The protectionist chauvinism of the

pro-capitalist labor tops was on full dis-

play in Seattle. One Teamster banner

read, “Keep the Borders Closed to Unsafe

NAFTA Trucks," alluding to the union

bureaucracy’s racist crusade against im-

plementing a provision of the 1994

NAFTA "free trade" deal allowing Mexi-

can truckers to operate on U.S. highways.

This campaign directly feeds the anti-

immigrant chauvinism being whipped up

by the American bourgeoisie as it mili-

tarizes the border with Mexico and car-

ries out roundups of immigrant workers

in order to bust union organizing drives.

We demand full citizenship rights

for all immigrants and fight for the inter-

nationalist class unity of the working
people throughout the hemisphere and

beyond. It is from that standpoint that

we oppose NAFTA, which has meant
impoverishment for millions of work-
ing people in Mexico. Against the pro-

imperialist chauvinism of the union tops,

we declared in a 1991 joint statement

with our comrades of the Trotskyist

League of Canada and the Grupo Espar-

laquista de Mexico against the then-

impending NAFTA deal: "Stop U.S. ‘free

trade’ rape of Mexico!”

Imperialism and
Social-Chauvinism

To be sure, not every protester who
went to Seattle had the explicit intention

of being mobilized for chauvinism and
anti-Communism—though that is in fact

what happened. For many youth who
joined the protests, the central issue was
“globalization”: the idea that the WTO.
like the International Monetary Fund

(IMF), is some kind of all-powerful

global agency through which a handful

of "transnational” corporations rule the

world. Thus a statement building for

Seattle by a coalition of student and
environmental groups in the U.S. and
Canada decried the WTO as "so mighty,

it could make the next vote you cast for

government meaningless."

The idea that today’s world is gov-

erned by bodies like the WTO and IMF
which trample on the "sovereignty” of

the most rapacious and powerful imperi-

alist countries is both reactionary and
absurd. As we explained in our pam-
phlet, Imperialism, the “Global Econ-

omy” and Labor Reformism (September

1999), “The current authority exercised

by the IMF, World Bank. World Trade

Organization et al. derives from the

power of the imperialist states for which
they function as agents." The union mis-

leaders and opportunist "socialists” who
aim all their fire at these agencies

thereby buttress support for the bour-

geoisies of their respective nation-states.

As far back as the Communist Mani-
festo of 1848, Karl Marx explained how
the productive forces of capitalism had
outgrown the nation-state system which
accompanied the rise of the bourgeoisie.

V. I. Lenin, the leader of the Russian

workers revolution of 1917, built on this

understanding in his book Imperialism,

the Highest Stage of Capitalism, explain-

ing that by the beginning of the 20th

century, world capitalism was dominated

by industrial monopolies and big banks
who are represented by different imperi-

alist states whose interests are in sharp

conflict These conflicting interests con-

stantly lead to trade wars, and ultimately

shooting wars.

The idea that conflicts among compet-
ing nation-states can somehow be sur-

mounted through multinational agencies

like the WTO denies the Marxist under-

standing that war is inherent to the

capitalist system. As Lenin wrote in

Imperialism in debunking the theory of
"ultra-imperialism” advanced by German
Social Democrat Karl Kautsky, interim-

perialist alliances "whether of one impe-
rialist coalition against another, or of a

general alliance embracing all the imperi-

alist powers, are inevitably nothing more
than a ‘truce' in periods between wars.

Peaceful alliances prepare the ground for

wars, and in their turn grow out of wars.”

In this book. Lenin showed how the

material basis for the opportunism and
chauvinism of the labor bureaucracy lies

in the fact that high monopoly profits

make it possible for the imperialist rulers

to "bribe certain sections of the workers,

and for a time a fairly considerable
minority of them, and win them to the

side of the bourgeoisie ” Lenin noted how
"The intensification of antagonisms be-
tween imperialist nations for the division

of the world increases this urge. And so,"

he concluded, "there is created that bond
between imperialism and opportunism."
The burgeoning social-chauvinism of

the opportunist left is no less evident

today in the face of intensifying inter-

imperialist antagonisms. The French

USec group, the Ligue Communiste
Rgvolutionnaire (LCR). complains that

“democratic sovereignty is put into ques-

tion by the WTO" (Rouge, 18 November
1999). This is a flagrant defense of the

"democratic" French imperialist state,

fully in keeping with the LCR’s role as a

“left” prop for the capitalist popular-

front government centered on the Social-

ist and Communist parties. Of late, the

LCR has 'been cheering peasant pro-

tests led by one Jos<§ Bovd against

McDonald’s, calling to defend French
agriculture against American "cultural

imperialism.” Bov£ himself was a promi-

nent player in the Seattle protest, where

he stood in front of a McDonald’s hand-

ing out Roquefort cheese!

In their defense of the particular inter-

ests of French imperialism vis-ii-vis the

U.S., the LCR has gone so far as to

support the war efforts of its own bour-

geoisie. Earlier last year, at the height of

the U.S. -led NATO war of domination
against Serbia, leading LCR spokesman
Daniel Bensaid explicitly supported a

French nationalist call for a European-
dominated imperialist military interven-

tion in Kosovo under the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(Rouge, 1 April 1999). More recently,

the USec openly supported another

imperialist military intervention carried

out in the name of “humanitarianism,”
backing the Australian/UN occupation
force in East Timor and calling on it to

"guarantee the immediate disarmament
of the civil militias created and backed
by the Indonesian army, and the arrest of
all its leaders” (International Viewpoint,

November 1999).

In contrast to such "socialist" drum-
mer boys for "human rights” imperial-
ism, we Trotskyists proclaimed in an
April 1999 ICL statement: "Defeat Impe-
rialism Through Workers Revolution

—

Defend Serbia!” (reprinted in Sparta-
cist | English-language edition

|
No. 55,

Autumn 1999). Today we call for the

immediate withdrawal of all U.S./NATO/
UN troops from the Balkans and an end
to all imperialist economic sanctions
against Serbia. Likewise, we oppose the

Australian-led UN occupation of East
Timor (see “East Timor Independence
Now! All Indonesian and All UN Impe-
rialist Troops Out Now!" WV No. 720,
1 October 1999).

Everywhere, the reformist left is

increasingly lining up behind its "own”
domestic ruling class. Thus it follows in

the bootsteps of the social democrats
wf o led the working class to the slaugh-
terhouse of World War 1.

Fake Lefts Push Imperialist
Anti-China Crusade
Many of the pseudo-socialists who

marched with the anti-Communist AFL-
CIO tops in Seattle last November joined
with these labor bureaucrats in egging on
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the counterrevolutions which destroyed

the Soviet Union and the deformed

workers states of East Europe a decade

ago. Today they line up behind the impe-

rialist crusade for capitalist counterrevo-

lution in China.

In its article on the AFL-CIO‘s "new

internationalism." the ISO says that

Sweeney & Co. "rightly argue that China

is run by a dictatorship that represses

labor and human rights" (Socialist Worker,

7 January). Trying to present a bit of a left

face, the ISO goes on to intone:

“The only political forces that will gain

from China-hashing arc right wingers

bent on starting a new Cold War
“II the labor movement plays into this

campaign, it will simply give a ‘progres-

sive' cover to the labor-hating Buchanans

and Helmses."

The ISO would be hard pul to explain

why “China-bashing" aids the Cold War

right wing, since this social-democratic

outfit has itself been bashing China for

years.

The ISO and its British mentor

Tony Cliff have been animated by anti-

Communist hatred for the degenerated

and deformed workers states since the

inception of Cliff’s political tendency,

when he and his followers refused to

defend China and North Korea against

the U S. and British imperialists during

the 1950-53 Korean War. When Boris

Yeltsin’s August 1991 coup opened the

floodgates for counterrevolution in the

Soviet Union, the Cliffites exulted:

"Communism has collapsed.... It is a

fact that should have every socialist

rejoicing" (Socialist Worker [Britain], 31

August 1991). When U.S. warships plied

the Taiwan Strait in 1996 in a provoca-

tion against Beijing, the Cliffites aimed

their guns in the same direction as the

Pentagon—against the Chinese workers

state—proclaiming: "We would oppose

any Chinese invasion of Taiwan as an act

of imperialist aggression" (Socialist

Review [Britain], April 1996)

Despite its nominal pretensions to

Trotskyism, the centrist British Workers

Power (WP) group sings much the same

anti-Communist tune as the Cliffites from

whom it split in the 1970s. In its “Spe-

cial Millennium Issue,” Workers Power

(December 1999-January 2000) hails the

chauvinist Seattle protests as "an interna-

tional symbol of deep discontent with

capitalism." In the same issue, WP warns

that the U.S./China WTO deal “spells

misery” for the Chinese masses, writing:

“Although (he attempt to force through

the decisive stages of capitalist resto-

ration will bring terrible threats to the

livelihoods of millions, it will also under-

mine that dictatorship and give workers

the opportunity to settle scores with the

old regime.

“Thus Zhu's chosen road to capitalist

restoration also opens the road to a revo-

lutionary struggle that can stop it."

Despite lip service to “revolutionary

struggle," WP declaimed in its interna-

tional journal, Trotskyist International

(July-December 1997), that "there are no

grounds for expecting workers to mobil-

ise in defence of what remains of post-
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capitalist property relations that were

created and imposed on them by an

essentially rural-based Stalinist bureauc-

racy" This logic leads WP to tail openly

counterrevolutionary forces against Sta-

linist "dictatorship" In Russia in 1991,

WP joined Yeltsin’s barricades of coun-

terrevolution. even as it acknowledged

the "socially counterrevolutionary nature

of Yeltsin’s programme" ( Workers

Power, September 1991). In his 1940

work In Defense of Marxism, Leon

Trotsky stressed that “the question of

overthrowing the Soviet bureaucracy is

for us subordinate to the question of pre-

serving state property in the means of

production.” For the Labourite Stalino-

phobes of WP, conversely, the preserva-

tion of the collectivized economy is

decidedly subordinate to the overthrow

of the Stalinist bureaucracy. This, in turn,

is simply an expression of their embrace

of the interests of their own ruling class.

It is a measure of how far to the right

the fake left has moved under the impact

of the bourgeoisie’s "death of commu-
nism" triumphalism that the thoroughly

reformist American Socialist Workers

Party (SWP) of Jack Barnes could pos-

ture as a left critic of the Seattle protest.

The SWP denounced the anti-China fer-

vor and “Buy American, America First,

defend-our-sovereignty politics of the

protest leaders" (Militant, 13 December

1999). The SWP calls to “stop economic

and military pressure against China” and

claims to stand in defense of the Chinese

deformed workers state against counter-

revolution. But when it came to capital-

ist counterrevolution in the Soviet Union,

the SWP hailed Yeltsin’s U.S.-backed

power grab against a pathetic "coup"

attempt by a handful of former lieuten-

ants of then-Soviet president Gorbachev,

proclaiming: “Soviet Workers Win Giant

Victory by Defeating Coup” (Militant,

6 September 1991).

In any case, the quirky reformists of

the SWP barely seem to know what world

they're living in. To this day, the SWP's
Militant (6 December 1999) blithely

asserts that "World capitalism has suf-

fered an historic defeat in Eastern Europe

and the Soviet Union” and that "It was

imperialism which lost the Cold War"!

Anti-Spartacist Renegades
Tail WTO Protests

The so-called International Bolshevik

Tendency (IBT), formed by renegades

who defected from our party during the

Cold War of the 1980s, stood way to the

right of the reformist SWP on the Seattle

protest. In a January 3 diatribe titled

“WTO Protests in Seattle and Anti-KKK
Protests in New York City: Spartacist

League Rationalizes Its Sectarianism and

Political Isolation," the IBT denounces

our principled opposition to joining the

chauvinist, anti-Communist mobilization

in Seattle (while finding evidence of our

"political isolation" in the mass labor/

black mobilization we initiated and led

against the KKK on October 23!).

With a straight face, the IBT claims

that “the Seattle protests were not, in any

case, centered on China’s WTO member-
ship." The IBT simply refuses to men-
tion the “free Tibet” crusaders, the anti-

Communist speeches, the dumping of

Chinese steel. Here is the totality of what

the IBT has to say about the USWA steel-

dumping rally: "At the Steelworkers'

rally, the largest banner was carried by

the IWW [Industrial Workers of the

World] reading ’Capitalism Cannot be

Reformed’."

The IBT singles out for particular

praise the ILWU leadership, which staged

a stop-work action at the West Coast ports

in support of the Seattle protests. But this

was only "America first" chauvinism with

a "militant" twist. The ILWU tops organ-

ized a contingent in Seattle under the slo-

gan "Fair Trade Not Free Trade," and in

his speech at the protest. ILWU president

Brian McWilliams repeatedly denounced

the WTO’s “takeover of the world econ-

omy” while not once mentioning, let

alone opposing, the American capitalist

ruling class. This is nothing new for the

ILWU bureaucracy; McWilliams regu-

larly boasts of the ILWU's support to (he

boycott of Japanese shipping in the late

1930s which was a direct prelude to the

1 94 1 -45 war between the U.S. and Japan.

All the IBT really cares about is that

the Seattle protest was supported by its

favorite “left” union bureaucrat. ILWU
Local 10 executive board member Jack

Heyman. Heyman also has a fan club

these days in Jan Norden’s International-

ist Group (IG). Where the IBT types

defected from our Trotskyist organization

in the direction of Stalinophobia, the

handful of former SL cadre who went on

to form the IG chase around nostalgically

looking for a few good Stalinist bureau-

crats. What they shared, under the differ-

ent pressures of Cold War II and the sub-

sequent "death of communism" crusade,

was an abandonment of a proletarian rev-

olutionary perspective. At the time of

their defection in 1996, we noted that the

Nordenites’ opportunist appetites could

lead them in any direction. And here they

are now, swimming with the fake-left

stream over the anti-Communist WTO
protests.

On December 1 1, cops in Mexico City

attacked a demonstration called by the

UNAM university General Strike Council

(CGH) to protest the police repression in

Seattle and in defense of death row polit-

ical prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal. In calling

the protest, the CGH passed a resolution

politically solidarizing with the Seattle

mobilization: "We hail with pleasure the

peaceful demonstrations repudiating neo-

liberalism and WTO directives which

took place in Seattle.” Our comrades of

the Grupo Espartaquista issued an urgent

statement vigorously defending the 98

students who had been arrested, while

making clear our political opposition to

the chauvinist mobilization in Seattle (see

"Down With Mexican State Repression

Against UNAM Strikers!" WV No. 726,

31 December 1999).

Not so the IG. which went out of its

way to avoid criticizing the Seattle mobi-

lization Its Mexican supporters partici-

pated in a December 13 Mexico City

defense rally with signs only denouncing

the cop repression in Mexico City and

Seattle. And an IG leaflet calling for a

protest outside the Mexican consulate in

New York that day had not one word in

its five paragraphs characterizing the

anti-WTO mobilization. Only when chal-

lenged by our comrades at the protest did

the IG finally produce a sign reading,

“Protest Police Repression in Seattle!

For International Labor Solidarity, Not

National Protectionism!" In a supple-

ment posted on their Web site at the end

of December, the IG fumed over our sup-

posed "smears" and “fabrications" for

writing in WV No. 726 that it “says not a

word of criticism" of the Seattle protest.

So, yes. their last-minute placard did

constitute "a word of criticism." Only in

that supplement did the IG finally note

that those mobilizations were “built on a

chauvinist program of protectionism and

proletarian internationalists would not

participate in them."

In an attempt to cover for its failure to

address illusions in the Seattle protest by

UNAM students, many of whom look to

the Zapatista rebels who were represented

in Seattle, the IG denied that the Decem-

ber 1 1 Mexico City protest was explicitly

motivated by political solidarity with

the Seattle protests. The IG cynically

asks: “Why would Mexican students be

solidarizing with U.S.-chauvinist protec-

tionism, which is often directed against

Mexico?” Why? Not least because an

array of opportunist “socialists" sold rad-

ical activists around the world a bill of

goods by painting the chauvinist, anti-

Communist frenzy in Seattle as a display

of "internationalism."

For World Socialist Revolution!

Just as they served as labor auxiliaries

for the imperialist rulers in earlier wars,

today the trade-union misleaders, who

long ago separated themselves from their

working-class base, seek to line workers

up behind their “own” bourgeoisie in the

face of a new intensification of competi-

tion among the imperialist powers. And
the opportunist “socialists” act as drum
majors, overtly joining or acquiescing to

these campaigns for economic national-

ism and to bring back capitalist exploita-

tion in China.

Our opposition to the chauvinist mobi-

lization in Seattle was an expression

of our revolutionary, internationalist and

proletarian program. Upholding the class

interests of the proletariat requires draw-

ing a sharp line between Marxism and

social-chauvinism, against what Lenin

called “the real agents of the bourgeoisie

in the working-class movement, the

labour lieutenants of the capitalist class."

In today’s post-Soviet world of height-

ened interimperialist rivalry, the road of

the labor bureaucracy leads inexorably

toward World War III. This only under-

lines the urgency of the fight for the polit-

ical independence of the unions from the

capitalist class enemy and the forging of

a class-struggle leadership of labor. We
fight to break the working class from the

Democratic Party and to build a workers

party based on the theory of the class

struggle, a party whose purpose is to give

conscious leadership to the struggle of the

workers, not only to improve their present

conditions, but to do away with the entire

system of capitalist wage slavery and

imperialist war through socialist revolu-

tion. This must be an international fight.

Our watchword is not the chauvinist call

to "defend American interests" but the

words which Karl Marx and Friedrich

Engels inscribed on their banner more

than 150 years ago: "Workers of the

world, unite!"*

w P | ler
Imperial War Museum, London

Written amid the slaughter of World War I, Bolshevik leader V.l. Lenin’s 1916 pamphlet explained how imperialism

breeds war and exposed role of social-chauvinist labor misleaders as servants of capitalist rulers.
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Defend China Against Imperialism. Counterrevolution!

Reuters

Clinton at WTO summit. Migrant workers
outside Shanghai railway station. Chinese
proletariat must defeat imperialist-backed

drive for capitalist restoration.

WV Photo

Imperialists Push “0|pen Dc»or”

for Counterrevolutioin in Cllina

AFL-CIO Tops, Fake Socialists

—

Running Dogs for U.S. Rulers

_ Giase/Seattle Post-Intelligencer
Seattle, November 30: AFL-CIO tops spearhead anti-Communist crusade
against China with chauvinist signs reading, "People First Not China First.”

Addressing the World Economic
Forum in Davos, Switzerland on January

29, Bill Clinton said: ‘Those who heard a

wake-up call in Seattle got the right mes-
sage." The wake-up call the U.S. presi-

dent spoke of was the protest by upwards
of 40,000 people against the World Trade
Organization (WTO) summit in Seattle

in late November. While drawing in

everything from right-wing supporters of
Pat Buchanan and eco-radical “greens"
to anarchoid youth and spokesmen for

the Mexican Zapatista peasant-guerrilla

movement, the anti-WTO protest was
politically and organizationally domi-
nated by the pro-capitalist AFL-CIO
labor bureaucracy. It was the labor face

of the capitalist Democratic Party, shot
through with strident calls for a more
belligerent U.S. imperialism. As the

headline of our article on Seattle said,
' AFL-CIO Tops Push Anti-Communism.
Protectionist Poison" (WV No. 725, 10
December 1999).

In warmly praising the "new forces
seeking to be heard in the global dia-

logue,” Clinton singled out AFL-CIO
president John Sweeney by name no less

than three times. In turn, Sweeney hailed
the Democratic Party president for being
‘firmly committed to making labor issues

a part of trade negotiations." Sweeney
himself addressed the political and corpo-
rate elite of the major capitalist powers
(and their neocolonial lackeys) assembled
in Davos, where he offered his own im-
passioned paean to the anti-WTO protest,

prominently featured as a column in the

Washington Post (30 January) under the

headline "Remember Seattle.”

In the two months since the anti-WTO
protests. “Remember Seattle" has be-
come a rallying call for the most seem-
ingly diverse forces, from imperialist

spokesmen to the labor statesmen of
the AFL-CIO officialdom to ;m array
of self-styled “socialists" around the

world. In the U.S., the Communist Party

enthused in a front-page headline, “Pro-
tests Sink WTO" ( People’s Weekly World

,

II December 1999). Socialist Action
(December 1999) avidly boosted the

protests as "entirely positive and highly

significant." The International Socialist

Organization (ISO) crowed, "Spread the

Spirit of Seattle" (Socialist Worker, 7 Jan-
uary), while its Canadian affiliate spoke
of “a victory against capitalism" which is

“radicalizing millions of students and
workers around the world" (Socialist

Worker
| Canada], 8 December 1999).

That the "message" of Seattle is in-

voked by none other than the commander
in chief of U.S. imperialism is evidence
enough that this was not a “victory

against capitalism." Far from it. The anti-

WTO protest was "a circus... dominated
by national chauvinism, racist protection-

ism and counterrevolutionary attacks

on the Chinese deformed workers state,”

just as we had predicted it would be in

a November 4 motion of the Political

Bureau of the Spartacist League, U.S.
section of the International Communist
League, resolving that we would "not
participate in, or sell at" these protests,

While defending the hundreds of pro-

testers arrested in Seattle and denouncing
the ominous mobilization of the National

Guard there, we wrote in our article,

"At bottom, the protests were nothing
more than a grotesque nationalist festival

which held up ‘democratic’ American
imperialism, the most rapacious exploiter

of labor on the planet, as the model for

the world." Rather than saying that the

enemy of the U.S working class is the

ruling class of Washington and Wall
Street, the anti-WTO protest blamed so-

called "global capitalism" and Third
World sweatshops for the attacks on labor

in America. One banner concisely cap-
tured it: “Clinton, Say No to the WTO "

In response, Clinton “sided with the cause
of many of the peaceful demonstrators”
(New York Times, 2 December 1999).

What was evident in Seattle, both in

the AFL-CIO protest and in the collapse
of the WTO talks, is the sharp escalation

of rivalries among the imperialist powers
in recent years. With the counterrevolu-
tionary destruction of the Soviet Union in

1991-92, the competing capitalist powers
are no longer bound by a U.S. -led anti-

Soviet consensus and their respective and
conflicting national interests have come
to the tore. They are engaged in a ruthless
struggle to improve their relative compet-
itive position by increasing the rate of
exploitation of their domestic working
class, by plundering the colonial and
semicolonial world and by seizing mar-
kets at the expense of their rivals. The
emergence of rival trade blocs dominated
by the U.S., Germany and Japan points
ultimately to new wars to redivide mar-
kets and spheres of exploitation—and the
golden fleece, they hope, is a .China
which has been returned to untrammeled
imperialist exploitation through capitalist

counterrevolution.

The aim of the labor bureaucracy in

Seattle was to further the interests of U.S.
imperialism. Front and center in all this

was anti-Communist hostility to China, a
bureaucratically deformed workers state
which, despite enormous capitalist in-

roads in the past 20 years, is based on the
collectivized economy ushered in by the

continued on page 9
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Illinois Moratorium and Capitalist Hypocrisy

Top: Texas execution chamber. Majority of death row inmates are black and Hispanic.
Dennis Williams (left), Verneal Jimerson and Anthony Porter, among the 13 released from
Illinois death row after proving their innocence.

On January 31, after the thir-

teenth case came to light of a

death row inmate in Illinois

who had been falsely convicted.

Republican governor George Ryan
announced a state moratorium on

executions pending a “review" of

death penalty procedures. In the

following two weeks, the Phila-

delphia City Council called for

a moratorium in Pennsylvania,

with hearings scheduled in the

state legislature, and the U.S.

Department of Justice announced
plans to review the federal death

penalty for racial bias.

It is a testament to how fla-

grantly unjust this system is that this

Republican governor, a supporter of the

death penalty, felt compelled to call a

temporary halt to executions. The siring

of innocent men condemned to death and

the repeated cop corruption and frame-up

scandals in Chicago, Philadelphia and
Los Angeles, the NYPD’s sadistic torture

of Haitian immigrant Abner Louima and
the street execution of Amadou Diallo

—

all this and more starkly reveal the racist

nature of capitalist injustice.

With a death count of 14 executions so

far this year and 98 last year, the assem-
bly line of death is moving at the fastest

pace in over half a century. In stepping

up the rate of executions and throwing
ever more people into prison, the capital-

ist rulers seek to contain and suppress

the explosive contradictions at the base

of this society produced by the growing
gap between the tiny handful of filthy

rich and the masses of workers and
oppressed.

To a man, the presidential contenders

of both capitalist parties, the Democrats
and Republicans, support the death pen-

alty. As governor of Texas, George W.
Bush has presided over 1 19 executions,

while an adviser to Florida governor Jeb

Bush last month exclaimed, “What I

hope is that we become more like Texas.

Bring in the witnesses, put them on a

gurney, and let’s rock and roll.” At a Feb-

ruary 16 press conference. President

Clinton intoned: “I think Governor Ryan
did the right thing, and it was probably a

courageous thing to do, because a major-

ity of the American people support capi-

tal punishment, as I do.” Clinton expli-

citly rejected a moratorium at the federal

level.

The Anti-Terrorism and Effective

Death Penalty Act enacted by Clinton

in 1996 gutted the habeas corpus right

of state prisoners to have federal courts

review their convictions and vastly

expanded the federal death penalty, giv-

ing a green light to the state’s execution

mills to go full speed ahead. Now, Attor-

ney General Janet Reno is using the fed-

eral laws to push for the first death pen-

alty case in Washington, D C. in nearly 30
years. Capital punishment was repealed

in that city in 1980, and residents deci-

sively rejected moves to have it reinstated

in a 1992 referendum. Meanwhile, the

Feds are demanding the death penalty for

Buford Furrow, the fascist who went on a

murderous rampage in Los Angeles last

summer. The rulers use the cases of such

despicable killers in order to build popu-
lar support for the death penalty, whose
targets are overwhelming minority and

poor people.

Less than a year ago, Ryan spurned

appeals for a moratorium following the

release of Anthony Porter, a black man
who had spent 16 years on death row—at

one point coming within two days of a

scheduled execution—until a Northwest-

ern University journalism class proved
his innocence. In 1998, a Northwestern

University conference on “wrongful con-

victions” featured thirty exonerated death

row inmates who told the story of their

ordeals. One was Ronaldo Cruz, who
endured three trials based on lying cop
testimony before he was finally released

after one of the cops admitted that Cruz’s

“confession" was a lie.

On top of the 13 already freed, Ryan
now faced the prospect that ten more
inmates sent to death row by the notori-

ous Chicago Police Department—whose
frame-up machine has been repeatedly

exposed in the past few years for

regularly extorting “confessions" under

torture—might have their convictions

overturned, Ryan’s decision to call a mor-

atorium also spared embarrassment to

Democratic Party kingpin and Chicago
mayor Richard Daley, who presided over

many of those frame-up convictions when
he served as state’s attorney.

More broadly, a section of the bour-

geoisie is worried that the high-profile

exposures of a series of bogus death

row convictions will undermine the

F. Carter Smith

"authority” of the state’s killing

machine; while opinion polls

continue to show a majority in

favor of the death penalty, that

support has declined since 1996

from 77 percent to 64 percent.

Moreover, in recent years the

case of Pennsylvania death row

political prisoner Mumia Abu-

Jamal—whose defense has been

taken up by trade unionists,

black people and youth in this

country and around the world—
has thrown a spotlight on the

racist death penalty.

Our rulers want to kill Jamal

because they see in this eloquent

journalist, MOVE supporter and former

Black Panther Party spokesman the spec-

tre of black revolution, defiant opposi-

tion to their system of racist capitalist

injustice. Jamal is the most prominent

death row inmate in America today, yet

the Philadelphia City Council resolution

for a moratorium conspicuously omitted

any reference to him. Mumia has demon-
strated his innocence beyond the shadow
of a doubt. But what does this matter to

the capitalist rulers? In the 1993 Herrera

decision, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled

that executing an innocent man was not

unconstitutional.

As Marxists, we stand for the abolition

of the death penalty on principle. We do
not accord the state the right to say who
shall live and who shall die. We look not

to the capitalist courts and politicians but

to the mobilization of the social power of

the working class to free Mumia and
abolish the racist death penalty. However
brief the Illinois moratorium may be, and
whatever reasons the Illinois state author-

ities had in imposing it, a curtailment

of state-sanctioned murder is something
Marxists welcome. But even in France
and other capitalist countries where there

is no death penalty, it does not change
the fundamentally racist and oppressive

nature of bourgeois class rule.

continued on page 8
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Young Spartacus

ISO Political Exclusion Backfires
The ostentatiously reformist Interna-

tional Socialist Organization (ISO) usu-

ally excludes us communists from their

public events and meetings. But open

political debate is vital among groups

claiming to represent the left. Those who
want to fight for socialism must hear the

political contention among leftists in

order to decide which strategy to follow.

This will serve to advance the fight for

socialist revolution. On the night of Feb-

ruary 8 at a public meeting at New York

University of the ISO’s group ‘‘Campaign

to End the Death Penalty," they got a les-

son in workers democracy. And it came

NYC Anti-Death Penalty Meeting

from members of the Campaign who
were disgusted at the ISO’s political

exclusion and censorship.

The event was billed as a discussion

on the fight against the death penalty. It

featured Lawrence Hayes, a former Black

Panther Party member and death row in-

mate who was recently freed after prov-

ing his innocence. When our comrades

approached the event, they were told by

ISO members that we were not allowed

Marxism and the State

In calling for cosmetic "reforms" in the

face of blatantly racist cop terror and court

frame-ups, bourgeois liberals seek to but-

k t|B -."TT tress the authority of the inherently racist

apparatus of capitalist state repression,

f Such calls are echoed by reformist “social -

isis," who sow illusions that justice can be

found in the capitalist courts and that the

capitalist state can be reformed to serve the

TROTSKY interests of workers and the oppressed. As LENIN
outlined in the platform adopted at the First

Congress of the Communist International in 1919, Marxists understand that the capital-

ist state must be smashed through a socialist revolution which erects in its place a

workers state.

The conquest of political power by the proletariat means destroying the political

power of the bourgeoisie. The bourgeoisie’s mightiest instrument of power is the bour-

geois state apparatus with its capitalist army led by officers of the bourgeoisie and

landed aristocracy, its police and security forces, its judges and jailers, preachers, gov-

ernment bureaucrats, and so forth. The conquest of political power does not mean
merely a change of personnel in the ministries. Instead, it means destroying the

enemy’s state apparatus; seizing real power; disarming the bourgeoisie, the counter-

revolutionary officers, and the White Guards. It means arming the proletariat, the revo-

lutionary soldiers, and the workers’ Red Guard; removing all bourgeois judges and
organizing proletarian justice; abolishing the rule of reactionary government officials;

and creating new organs of proletarian administration. The key to victory for the prole-

tariat lies in organizing its power and disorganizing that of the enemy; it entails smash-
ing the bourgeois state apparatus while constructing a proletarian one....

The proletarian state is an apparatus of repression like every other, but it is wielded
against the enemies of the working class. Its purpose is to break and eliminate the

resistance of the exploiters, who use every means in a desperate struggle to drown the

revolution in blood. The dictatorship of the proletariat, which openly gives the working
class the favored position in society, is at the same time a provisional institution. As the

bourgeoisie’s resistance is broken, and it is expropriated and gradually transformed

into a part of the work force, the proletarian dictatorship wanes, the state withers away,
and with it. social classes themselves.

So-called democracy, that is, bourgeois democracy, is nothing but a veiled dictator-

ship of the bourgeoisie. The highly touted general “will of the people” is no more real

than national unity. In reality, classes confront each other with antagonistic, irreconcil-

able wills. But since the bourgeoisie is a small minority, it needs this fiction, this illu-

sion of a national "will of the people," these high-sounding words, to consolidate its

rule over the working class and impose its own class will on the proletariat. By contrast

the proletariat, the overwhelming majority of the population, openly wields the class

power of its mass organizations, its councils, in order to abolish the privileges of the

bourgeoisie and to safeguard the transition to a classless, communist society.—"Platform of the Communist International" (March 1919), reprinted in

Founding the Communist International (1987)
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inside. We protested but, unable to enter,

we began distributing our literature out-

side the meeting hall and talking to peo-

ple. We met two members of the Cam-
paign who could not believe that we were

being excluded, but when we explained

that the ISO fears and loathes political

debate, the two members grew angry and

led us up to the event with the intention

of having us enter and speak.

When we entered the room, this time

totally unmolested, Lawrence Hayes was
already speaking. He was followed by

a speaker from the ISO. The contrast

between the two was quite graphic. Hayes
had enough clear-sightedness to say out-

right that what is necessary is a move-
ment for socialism. He was scathing in

his criticisms not only of right-wing pol-

iticians who push the death penalty, but

also of Democrat Bill Clinton who has

expanded the power of the state to kill to

unprecedented levels. On the other hand,

the ISO speaker simply enthused over the

Illinois moratorium on the death penally

(see article on page 1) and went on to

gush over how Clinton recently said that

he might just consider perhaps, maybe,
looking into the possibility of a similar

federal moratorium on the state’s machin-

ery of death. The word "socialism" was
not deemed fit to utter by this ISO mem-
ber. The ISO’s big shtick that night was

to pass around a petition demanding a

"Moratorium Now" to be sent to Clinton

!

When discussion began, one of the

Campaign members who thought we had

a right to speak stood.up and announced,

while ISO leaders looked on in dismay,

that we were there in opposition to the

death penalty and that people in the room
should listen to what we had to say. He
then ceded the floor to one of our sup-

porters, who explained that the racist

death penalty is a direct legacy of chattel

slavery in America and the defeat of Rad-

ical Reconstruction following the Civil

War. We saluted Lawrence Hayes’ strug-

gle for freedom and raised the necessity of

fighting to free death row political pris-

oner Mumia Abu-Jamal. The struggle

against the death penalty is part of the

broader fight against racist American cap-

italism; we emphasized that what is nec-

essary is not impotent petitions but a

mobilization of the multiracial proletar-

iat on behalf of Jamal and against the

racist death penalty. He brought up

the October 23 anti-Klan mobilization

—

which the Spartacus Youth Club helped to

build and organize—as an example of

what we mean when we talk about the

mobilization of the social power of the

working class on behalf of all the

oppressed. And, as ISO members cringed,

we described their role as stooges for the

Democratic Party’s defense of the Klan’s

"right” to "speech"—which amounts to

defending the Klan’s "right” to murder
and organize for murder. We explained

that the death penalty and the cops and

courts who enforce it are part of the cap-

italist state apparatus which cannot be

reformed, but must be smashed through

workers revolution. While the ISO
opposes the death penalty, it is on purely

liberal grounds. For example, they think

the cops, who are the armed defenders of

capitalist law and order, are part of the

working class, if only they would “rebel

collectively”!

The ISO has a problem. Fearing expo-

sure by revolutionaries, they think they

can seal us off from their membership.

But every once in a while, they also

attract the critical thinker who wonders

what is so dangerous about the excluded

Spartacists. It is precisely this critical

thinker, so essential for any genuine

socialist organization, that the ISO fears

and wants to drive away (or dumb down).

For our part, we would like the ISO mem-
bers to know that they are welcome to

come to our events. Of course, we will

scathingly polemicize against their polit-

ical program of warmed-over liberalism.

Polemics, which an ISO leader derided

to the Campaign member as “squabbles.”

are an essential pan of being a commu-
nist, if for nothing else than to justify a

group’s independent existence. Speaking

back in 1967 to students of the New Left,

the Marxist intellectual Isaac Deutscher
gave a piece of advice that we would like

to pass on to members of the ISO and the

Campaign to End the Death Penalty: “All

human thinking and all human organiza-

tion is subject to differentiation. Whether
you like it or not, ‘squabbling’ is the stuff

of life; do not be contemptuous of it.’’B

Defend Arrested Charleston ILA Members!

As we reported in "Charleston ILA
Battles Racist Union-Busting Assault"

(WV No. 728, 28 January), on January

20 an army of cops in Charleston,

South Carolina attacked hundreds

of members of International Long-
shoremen’s Association Local 1422 as

they were picketing a scab ship. Com-
ing only three days after Local 1422

had mobilized a contingent for the

huge protest in Columbia, the state

capital, against the Confederate flag of

slavery and Klan terror, the cop assault

underscores how racism and "open
shop" union-busting go hand in hand.

Following the police attack, four

ILA members face indictment on
trumped-up felony charges which
could mean years in prison. In a Feb-
ruary 17 letter to the Partisan Defense
Committee. Dockworkers Defense
Fund spokesman and Local 1422 pres-

ident Kenneth Riley stressed the

urgent need for funds for legal

defense: “1 believe strongly that the

arrested longshoremen are innocently

caught up in a political prosecution.

Smith/Post and Courier

January 20: ILA Local 1422 picket
attacked by state and local cops.

They need and deserve the best pos-

sible defense."

An injury to one is an injury to all!

The PDC has donated to the Dock-
workers Defense Fund, and we urge all

our readers to do likewise. Send contri-

butions to: Dockworkers Defense

Fund, c/o Robert J Ford, Treasurer of
the Fund. 910 Morrison Drive,

Charleston. SC 29403.
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California's Prop 2 7 Targets Black,

Latino and Immigrant Youth
OAKLAND—On ihc eve of ihc March 7

primaries in California, racist dema-

gogues backed by both parties of the rul-

ing class are pushing Proposition 21, the

so-called “Gang Violence and Juvenile

Crime Prevention Act,” whose purpose is

to unleash the brutal machinery of state

repression against poor, immigrant, black

and Latino youth. California state refer-

endums over the past decade have been a

spearhead for similar measures nation-

ally: from the systematic destruction of

affirmative action and the purge of minor-

ities from California universities (Prop.

209) to the deprivation of “illegal” immi-

grants from access to food stamps, school

lunches and health care (Prop. 187), to

the “Three Strikes Initiative” (Prop. 184)

which mandates, among other things, that

individuals with two convictions for spec-

ified “strike crimes" receive a sentence

of 25 years to life upon conviction of

any subsequent felony, regardless of its

seriousness.

The ruling class has again chosen the

“Golden Stale" as its laboratory of cop

terror and racist reaction. Prop. 21 would

extend the use of the racist death penally,

increase the scope of the “Three Strikes”

law, and condemn younger and younger

kids to rot in California’s vast and

expanding prison system for the rest of

their lives. Prop. 21 w'ould also allow

prosecutors to send minors to adult

courts without a hearing before a juve-

nile court judge, and require that youth

as young as 14 be tried as adults in spec-

ified cases. Vote no on Prop. 21

!

Prop. 21 continues the bipartisan racist

“war on drugs” carried out against the

workers and poor; its context is the sinis-

ter intensification of slate repression and

economic misery on all fronts. While the

capitalist rulers enjoy their vaunted eco-

nomic boom, poverty devastates the inner

cities. Working-class and minority youth

confront the prospects of either slave-

wage, dead-end jobs, unemployment, or

the concrete walls of a prison cell. The

slashing of affirmative action ripped away

the opportunity for higher education

offered to a few. Nationally, 2 million

people are behind bars. In Los Angeles

County, minority youth arrested for a vio-

lent felony are significantly more likely to

be transferred to an adult court and sen-

tenced to confinement than white youth

arrested for the same crimes. And black

youth are 18.4 times more likely than

whites to be sentenced by an adult court

Butow/SABA

Prop. 21 would intensify police reign of terror against ghetto and
barrio youth, extending use of death penalty and requiring children as
young as 14 to be tried as adults in specified cases.

Break with the Democrats—

Fight for a Multiracial Revolutionary

Workers Party!

to confinement. The juvenile detention

facilities are hellholes. At California's

largest facility in Chino, inmates were

routinely beaten, shot at close range with

riot guns, and forcibly injected with anti-

psychotic drugs.

While slashing funds for schools, bil-

lions arc poured into the prison system.

Police-slate terror reigns in the ghettos,

and the growing ranks of fascist scum

are emboldened to murder, like last

summer’s shootings at a Jewish day-care

center in L.A. Daily in the press come
more revelations of a massive conspir-

acy of evidence fabrication and racist

frame-ups by the star thugs in the

LAPD’s "anti-gang” division. What “jus-

tice" for black and Latino youth means

in America is exemplified by L.A. cops

shooting a “gang member” while he was

handcuffed.

Among the most sinister elements of

Prop. 21 is the further extension of crim-

inalizing “gang-related activity”—a racist

Spartacus Youth Club Class Series

BAY AREA
Thursday, March 2, 7 p.m.

Class-Struggle Fight for

Black Freedom

UC Berkeley, Dwinelle, Room 179

Information and readings. (510) 839-0851

or (415) 395-9520

CHICAGO
Saturday, February 26, 3 p.m.

Imperialism, War and
the Class Struggle

328 S. Jefferson St., Suite 904
(near Clinton stop on Blue Line)

Information and readings: (312) 454-4930

or spartacist@iname com

NEW YORK
Tuesday, February 29, 7 p.m.

Revolution vs. Reform:
The Russian Revolution—How the

Working Class Took Power

NYU. Thompson Center. Basement

238 Thompson St. (near W. 3rd St.)

Information and readings: (212) 267-1025

TORONTO
Thursday, March 9, 7 p.m.

How the Russian Revolution

Liberated Women
U of T, International Student Centre

33 St. George St. (north of College St.)

For room and information: (416) 593-4138

Email: spartcan@on.aibn.com

VANCOUVER
Tuesday, March 7, 7 p.m.

For Women’s Liberation Through
Socialist Revolution!

University of British Columbia
Student Union Building, Rm. 215

Information and readings: (604) 687-0353

Visit the ICL

Web Site!

www.icl-fi.org

code word for poor black. Latino, and

Asian youth. Police will be given carte

blanche to terrorize the barrios and ghet-

tos. Already under current state law. any

group of three or more kids who dress

"alike,” hang out together and do anything

the police choose to regard as "criminal"

is classified as a “gang.” Remember the

First Amendment promise of "freedom of

association”? Clearly this country's rulers

think it doesn’t apply to today’s youth,

especially if they’re working-class and

minorities.

The "gang member" database main-

tained by California police agencies

already has over 300,000 names! Prop. 21

would further broaden the definition of

"gangs," require extra jail time for “gang

affiliation," and add “gang-related" mur-

der to the already long list of “special

circumstances" mandating the death pen-

ally. And vandalism would become a fel-

ony for as little as $400 worth of property

damage (instead of $50,000), bringing

down the state’s machinery of human
destruction on youth who paint graffiti or

break a window.

Even middle-class high school stu-

dents in “good” neighborhoods are victi-

mized by the intensifying regimentation

of youth. From dress codes and curfews

to the anti-smoking, anti-booze, anti-

drug and anti-sex campaigns, the stale

increasingly intervenes in the lives of

all young people. Preventing access to

birth control and abortion and impos-

ing 1950s-style "family values,” the slate

callously assaults the rights of youth and

seeks to enforce submission to authority.

We say: Cops out of the schools! Gov-

ernment out of the bedrooms!

The liberal opposition to Prop. 21,

from the ACLU to the Third Eye Move-

ment and Critical Resistance Youth Force,

has worked overtime to paint it as "Pete

Wilson's Attack on Youth" in order to

build support for the Democratic Party,

which is equally a parly of racism and

war. Prop. 21. written by former Repub-

lican governor Wilson, is backed by the

current Democratic Party governor Gray

Davis, who recently signed a law leg-

islative insiders say was designed to

meet Prop. 21 halfway (Oakland Tribune,

19 December 1999). The liberals and the

so-called “leftists” who follow behind

them into the Democrats’ camp have

to close their eyes to reality when they

paint the Democrats as any less an enemy
of working people, minorities and youth.

In fact, the Democrats have been hand

in glove with the Republicans in beef-

ing up the forces of state repression,

pushing the anti-drug witchhunt, back-

ing “boot camps” supposedly to fight

"youth crime.” working to deflect popular

outrage over cops gunning down black

and Latino "suspects.” Clinton’s vow to

“end welfare as we know it” has led

straight to starvation and homelessness

for welfare mothers and their children.

Some "lesser evil”!

Liberals oppose Prop. 21 on the

grounds that "youth crime is already

lower,” accepting the legitimacy of Prop.

21’s racist terms of debate. They are

echoed by reformists like the Interna-

tional Socialist Organization, which op-

poses the death penally by arguing, “It

doesn’t stop crime” (from a flyer by the

ISO’s group Campaign to End the Death

Penalty issued at UC Berkeley). And
Socialist Action discovers cothinkers

amongst the professionals of capitalist

state repression: "Those who understand

what creates crime and what prevents it

understand that this initiative is not going

to lower crime; that's why the Chief Pro-

bation Officers of California are against

continued on page 11
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Forums

Racist Democratic Party Hustles Black Vote

Down With the Confederate Flag of Slavery!

Saturday, February 26, 4 p.m.

Emmanuel Presbyterian Church. Geneva Room
3300 Wilshire Blvd. (at Berendo)

LOS ANGELES For more information, call (213) 380-8239

Hear update on the fight to free Mumia Abu-Jamal

Seattle WTO Protests Pushed
Anti-Communism, American Chauvinism

Defend China Against Imperialism

and Capitalist Counterrevolution!
Thursday, March 2, 7 p.m.

University of Chicago, Cobb Hall. 581 1 S. Ellis Ave.

CHICAGO For more information: (312) 454-4930
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Revolution vs. Counterrevolution

in Germany

,

1989-90

Spartakist

January 1990, East Berlin—Spartacists initiated 250,000-strong rally against fascist desecration of Treptow memorial
to Red Army. Spartakist-Gruppen banner reads: "For a Red Germany of Workers Councils in a Socialist Europe!”

We publish below the first part of a

presentation given at Spurtacist League

public meetings in New York, Chicago

and the San Francisco Bay Area in late

January and early February. The speaker

was comrade Steffen Singer, editor of

Spartakist. publication of the Spartakist

Workers Party (SpAD), German section

of the International Communist League.

PART ONE
On November 8. 1999. on the tenth

anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall,

there was a talk show on German TV
with Mikhail Gorbachev, former head

of the Soviet Union; Helmut Kohl, ex-

chancellor of German imperialism; and

U.S. ex-president Bush. They were chat-

ting about how they organized the coun-

terrevolution in Hast Germany (DDR) in

1990 and Gorbachev said:

"We changed our point of view on the

process of unification of Germany under

the impact of events that unfolded in the

DDR. And an especially critical situa-

tion came about in January 1 1 990]. In

essence, a breakdown of structures took

place. A threat arose—a threat of disor-

ganization. of a big destabilization. This

began on January 3 and [went] further

almost every day.”

On January 3. 1990, 250,000 people

came to an anti-fascist, pro-Soviet, pro-

socialist mobilization at East Berlin’s

Treptow monument, which was built to

honor the Red Army soldiers who died in

the struggle to free Berlin from the fas-

cists. They came in protest against the

desecration of that monument by fas-

cists in late December 1989. And it was

we Trotskyists who initiated that united

front. We distributed 130,000 leaflets

to East Berlin factories, working-class

neighborhoods, city train stations and

especially to foreign workers. And we
said:

"The vile desecration of the Memorial to

the Fallen Soviet Heroes in Treptow on
December 28 provokes disgust and out-

rage among millions of workers and
broad layers of the population of the

DDR This provocation is directed as

well at our workers state, which was
built on the mins of Hitler fascism."

We warned: "Resurgent fascism is still an

extremist fringe phenomenon. It would
again threaten all mankind as soon as the

first crises in a reunified Grossdeutsch-

land [Greater Germany] appear. Today,

however, the SPD/SDP [the Social

Democracy in West and East Germany] is

the chief instrument to bring about such a

Greater Germany. Throttling the hydra-

headed fascist monster now is to blunt

this Social Democratic penetration." We
stressed that "Social Democracy is the

Trojan horse of counterrevolution!”

And we demanded: "For united work-

ers militias under the control of workers

and soldiers councils! Workers and Sol-

diers councils to power! For a Leninist-

egalitarian party!... Full citizenship

rights for foreign workers! For economic
revitalization through central planning

under workers councils! No sell-out of

the DDR ... For a red soviet Germany!”
It was the factory workers who were

the backbone of that mobilization. At first

the SED/PDS (Socialist Unity Party/Party

of Democratic Socialism), the East Ger-

man Stalinist ruling party, refused to join

the call for a demonstration. But when
they realized that the East Berlin factories

stood behind our call. Lothar Bisky, a

leader of the SED/PDS. told us. "You
have the workers," and they were forced

to take up the call for the demonstration.

So 250,000 heard Trotskyism vs. Sta-

linism. the ICL vs. the SED/PDS. It was
the first lime since Trotsky was banned
from the USSR and the Left Opposition

was destroyed there in the late 1920s that

Trotskyists were able to address a mass

audience in a deformed workers state. I

quote from our comrade’s speech:

“A political revolution has broken out

and is growing in our midst, and we
must defend it.

“Economic absorption and political

incorporation by stages—which West
German imperialism, aided by the SPD.
seeks—can turn this political revolu-

tion into a social counterrevolution This

must not happen! It is necessary to fight

against it!

"Thai’s right, slop the Nazis through a

workers united front! We have to think

further Our economy is suffering from
waste and obsolescence. The SED party

dictatorship has shown that it is incom-
petent to fight this....

“Lenin said, ‘Politics is concentrated eco-

nomics.’ The light for the power to make
these decisions and to run this country

must lie in the hands of workers councils

so that rational decisions satisfactory to

the majority can be arrived at...

"The Soviet Union will certainly take (he

same road, and that would also assist us

in jointly solving economic and political

problems and in the defense of our stales,

our workers stales, which are presently

transitional, broken from capitalism but

certainly not yet socialist. ..

"We fight to forge a new workers party

—of equal rights, equal duties—in the

spirit of Lenin, Liebknecht and Luxem-
burg. Stop the Nazis through united-front

action! Workers and soldiers soviets to

power! Workers of the world unite!"

Counterrevolution Devastates
Former DDR
The SED/PDS and Gorbachev were

scared by the spectre of proletarian polit-

ical revolution that Treptow represented.

The last thing they wanted to see was the

working class in political power in the

DDR. They changed gears and came out

openly for a capitalist Anschluss (annexa-

tion). As Gorbachev said on the TV talk

show, describing a discussion at the time

with DDR leader Hans .vlodrow:

"It was precisely at that moment when
Modrow told me that I must say on that

same day that if we had spoken up until

then about some sort of treaty alliance of
two states, Germans—the majority

—

today come out for unification of Ger-

many.... That was when I said to him
| Kohl] that we in the Soviet leadership

took as our point of departure that what-

ever form and whatever lime period by
which the unification of Germany took

place—this was the right of Germans
themselves."

As we had warned and fought against,

counterrevolution devastated the former

DDR: the whole of industry was leveled

down, with mass unemployment of 20

percent or more, even worse for the

youth. There are incessant, relentless

attacks on the living standards of the

working class in the West, a drive to break

the power of the trade unions and to

destroy industrial wage contract systems.

Women have been especially hard hit

—

60 percent of them lost their jobs in the

former DDR and there are attacks on

abortion rights. The bourgeoisie wants to

destroy the pension system, the education

system, health care.

At the same time, increased racist state

terror is used to split the working class.

There are countless deportations of immi-

grants and refugees, even of youth born

in Germany There is a dangerous growth

of the fascists, with day-to-day fascist

murder and terror. And such a huge rise of

anti-Semitism that the head of the Jewish

community, who died some months ago.

made sure he wouldn’t be buried in Ger-

many, because he didn’t want his grave to

be dynamited by fascists, as happened to

the grave of his predecessor three times

already.

In East Europe, the situation for the

working masses is even worse. At the

same time, throughout West Europe there

have been huge militant struggles of the

working class against these attacks by

the bourgeoisie. So for the bourgeoisie’s

celebration of the tenth anniversary of

the fall of the Berlin Wall, the capitalist

Social Democratic-led government hired

the most popular of the government-

friendly writers and artists to come to

the Brandenburg Gate, in the center of

the German capital. Berlin. Only 15,000
turned out. compared to 2 million for

the Millennium celebration, because the

majority of the workers in Germany and
Europe see nothing to celebrate.

On that TV talk show. Kohl wasn't
very happy with what Gorbachev said.

The bourgeoisie is pushing this big

“death of communism” campaign, claim-

ing that everybody supposedly yearned
for capitalism in 1989-90. and the Trep-

tow mobilization on January 3, 1990
doesn’t lit into that campaign at all Just

one example: A big book was published

Kohl, Gorbachev
and Bush:
Architects of

capitalist

reunification

celebrate ten years
of counterrevolution
which has
devastated eastern
Germany.
Unemployed and
homeless line up at

Berlin soup kitchen.

P Glaser
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with protocols of Kohl’s negotiations in

1989-90; it was one or two thousand
pages long. The protocols beginning
with our call at the end of December
1989 for the united-front protest at Trep-

tow up to the end of January 1990 were
marked “secret" and were not reprinted.

At the same time, there’s a sinister

campaign by the bourgeoisie of Ausch-
witz to equate the DDR with Hitler’s

Third Reich. So at the sites of the former
Nazi concentration camps, there are now
exhibits about “crimes of the Red Army"
and “for the victims of Stalinism,” mean-
ing mainly Nazis. And on the anniver-

sary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, the

bourgeoisie’s courts sent three former

leading bureaucrats of the DDR to jail on
yearlong sentences—because they were
representatives of the DDR workers

state—equating this to the Nuremberg
trials.

What the bourgeoisie wants to disap-

pear with this whole campaign is that

in 1989-90 the question was posed: Rev-

olution or counterrevolution. There was
a revolutionary situation in 1989. Lenin

defined a revolutionary situation as one
in which the rulers cannot rule in the old

way and the oppressed don't want to be

ruled the old way. In October 1989, the

ruling bureaucratic caste of the DDR col-

lapsed; you had growing demonstra-

tions and in late October SED leader

Erich Honecker fell from power with the

help of Gorbachev. And what developed

in the East German deformed workers

state was an incipient proletarian politi-

cal revolution. The question was posed:

Which class shall rule? The choices were

either proletarian political revolution—
i.e., the working class ousts the bureauc-

racy and takes political power into its

own hands—or capitalist counterrevolu-

tion, i.e., the West German bourgeoisie

takes over the DDR.

The October Revolution and
the Stalinist Thermidor
A proletarian political revolution is

what we fought for. This struggle must

be based on the principled defense of

proletarian property forms. To under-

stand what happened in 1989 and how
we fought for power, we have to go back

to the Russian Revolution in 1917.

In 1914 the First World War broke out.

This was an imperialist war over the re-

division of the world. With the outbreak

of the war, many of the parties of the Sec-

ond International went over to the side of

their own bourgeoisies. They were key in

sending the working class of each coun-

try to slaughter their class brothers in the

other countries. They became what Lenin

called bourgeois workers parties, having

a working-class base but a bourgeois pro-

gram—i.e., they defended the interests

and the rule of the bourgeoisie.

The horror of the First World War led

the workers of the Russian empire to

overthrow the tsar in the February Revo-

lution of 1917. They built soviets, work-

ers councils. The majority of the workers

and soldiers at that point trusted the Men-
sheviks, who were the Russian social

democrats. And the Mensheviks handed

power back to the bourgeoisie. They built

the Provisional Government in coalition

with outright bourgeois parties, a popular

front. The Mensheviks, who had the

majority in the soviets, subordinated the

soviets to the bourgeois government, with

the aim of finally dissolving the soviets

and creating a bourgeois parliamentary

republic.

That meant continuing the war, to

defend the property of the bourgeoisie,

defending the factories against the work-

ers and the big landowners against the

peasantry. The Bolsheviks, having split

from the Mensheviks much earlier, under-

stood that the social democrats cannot

be pressured to serve the interests of the

workers, and fought instead to break the

working-class base from their social-

democratic leadership. The Bolsheviks

called for the soviets to break with the

bourgeoisie and for “All power to the

soviets.” But that’s what the Mensheviks

and the Menshevik-led soviets wouldn't do.

Over the course of struggle between

February and October 1917, the workers

and soldiers became convinced that the

Mensheviks wouldn’t fight for their inter-

ests, wouldn’t break with the bourgeoisie,

no matter how much pressure you might

put on them. The workers and soldiers

broke with the Mensheviks and were won
to the Bolsheviks. In October 1917, the

Bolsheviks led the workers revolution;

the soviets took power in an insurrection

based on the armed working class and the

soldiers smashing the bourgeois state.

The world bourgeoisie did everything

to smash the revolution. A civil war of

unprecedented scale ensued, with 14 cap-

italist countries invading on the side of

the White Guards, the Russian counter-

revolutionary armies. The Red Army, led

by Trotsky, defeated them with the help

of the working class in the home coun-

tries of the invading capitalist armies.

The Bolsheviks understood very well

that backward Soviet Russia couldn't

survive if it remained isolated. They saw

October 1917 as the beginning of world

revolution. It was necessary to extend

the revolution to the advanced capital-

ist countries. That’s why Lenin and

Trotsky founded the Third International

as the party necessary to lead the world

revolution.

The Russian Revolution was an inspi-

ration to all the oppressed, all over the

world. At the end of the world war, a

wave of revolutionary upheavals swept

over Europe. Like their Russian counter-

parts, the social-democratic parties else-

where in Europe acted to save the rule of

the bourgeoisie from the working class.

The newly founded Communist parties

were too young and inexperienced to lead

these revolutions to victory. In Germany,

one of the most advanced capitalist coun-

tries, the revolutionary crisis was the

most acute. The SPD used the Freikorps,

a fascistic counterrevolutionary army,

to drown the 1918-1919 Revolution in

blood. They beheaded the young Com-
munist Party (KPD), killing Rosa Luxem-
burg and Karl Liebknecht, the two out-

standing revolutionary leaders of the

German proletariat.

In 1923, an extraordinary revolution-

ary crisis shook Germany. The German
workers looked to the KPD to lead them,

but the leadership of the KPD looked

to the left wing of the SPD to make the

revolution and even joined them in a par-

liamentary, that is bourgeois, coalition

government. When the KPD let this revo-

lutionary situation pass, the workers in

devastated Soviet Russia became demor-
alized, because it meant the continued

isolation of the Russian Revolution. At
the beginning of 1924, a conservative

bureaucratic caste headed by Stalin took

advantage of the situation and usurped

political power, ripping it out of the

hands of the proletariat. At this point, the

people who ruled the USSR, the way the

USSR was ruled and the aims the USSR
was ruled for all changed.

It was a political counterrevolution,

but not a social counterrevolution. The

bureaucracy was based on the planned,

collectivized economy; that’s where they

derived their privileges from. However,

they didn’t own the means of production,

which remained nationalized. Bureau-

crats would manage a factory but they

couldn’t own it; for example, they

couldn’t pass that factory on to their

children. It was not a ruling class but

rather an unstable bureaucratic caste.

This bureaucracy had a dual nature: it

was hostile to the working class, insofar

as it had to defend its privileges and

its rule against the workers. At the same
time their bureaucratic privileges derived

from the planned economy that issued

out of the victorious October Revolution.

Meanwhile, the world bourgeoisie was

hostile to the Soviet bureaucracy and

was uncompromisingly devoted to the

destruction of the Soviet Union

In 1924, Stalin came out with the

counterrevolutionary dogma of "building

socialism in one country,” which stood

1 80 degrees counterposed to the proletar-

ian internationalism that inspired the

October Revolution. The Third Interna-

tional was thus turned from a tool for

world revolution into an obstacle to it. Its

task was no longer to lead the workers

to power, but to appease the imperialist

bourgeoisies so that they would not

attack the Soviet Union, so that “social-

ism” could be built there, but nowhere

else. Trotsky led the Left Opposition in

an uncompromising struggle against the

degeneration of the Soviet Union and the

Third International and defended the

Bolshevik program against the Stalinists.

Soviet Union Crushed
Nazi Germany

In Germany, the failure of the 1923

revolution gave rise to the fascists. They
grew enormously in the late ’20s and

early ’30s, when Germany was rocked

by the Great Depression. Faced with a

huge class polarization, the German

bourgeoisie unleashed the fascists. The
working class wanted to fight. The SPD
leadership didn’t want to mobilize its

working-class base because once the

workers were set in motion against the

fascists, they wouldn’t stop at that, but

would go on to sweep away the whole

capitalist system that breeds the fascist

scum. At the same time, the Communist
Party refused to mobilize against the fas-

cists in a united front with the SPD. to

smash the fascists on the one hand and

to prove the superiority of the communist

program over the bourgeois program of

the SPD on the other. Such united-front

action would have enabled the Commu-
nists to rip the SPD’s working-class base

away from its treacherous leadership

in the course of the struggle and thus

open the road to a proletarian revolution.

That’s what the Trotskyist Left Opposi-

tion was fighting for.

In early 1933, Hitler came to power
without even a shot being fired. The fas-

cists smashed all working-class organi-

zations, the Communist Party, the SPD,

the trade unions. Then they started the

Holocaust, the killing of six million Jews

and millions of homosexuals, Roma
(Gypsies) and Communists. In 1941, the

Nazi regime invaded the Soviet Union,

trying to get one-sixth of the world back

under the yoke of capitalist exploitation.

We Trotskyists unconditionally militarily

defended the Soviet Union But we had

no side in the war between the imperialist

powers, instead struggling for their over-

throw through international proletarian

revolution. And it was the Red Army,
despite Stalin, that smashed the Nazi

regime. Nearly 30 million Soviet citizens

gave their lives.

After the victory of the Red Army, the

Stalinists expropriated capitalism—for

their own reasons and with their own
methods—in East Germany and East

Europe. Faced with imperialist Cold War
hostility, the Soviet bureaucracy abol-

ished private property in those countries

occupied by the Red Army in East

Europe—to bring the new regimes into

accordance with that of the USSR. So the

series of post-war social transformations

were not carried out as a conscious act of

the proletariat like the Russian Revolu-

tion of 1917, but from the top down with

military-bureaucratic means, after the

earlier capitalist states had been smashed
as a result of the war. The political

regimes of all the deformed workers

states in the post-war period were qualita-

tively the same as in the USSR after

decades of Stalinist degeneration. This

included Yugoslavia, China, North Korea,

Vietnam and Cuba, where the differences,

if any, were quantitative. The expropria-

tion of the means of production is a pro-

gressive measure which we defend. But,

as Trotsky argued when tlje Red Army
moved into eastern Poland in late 1939,

such expropriations are not the key polit-

ical criteria, unless a change in property

relations leads to a rise in the conscious-

ness and the organization of the proletar-

iat. From this decisive point, he wrote

in In Defense of Marxism , the “politics

continued on page 10

Yevgeni Khaldel

Victorious Red Army tramples Nazi swastika, Austria 1945.

Dietz Verlag Berlin photos

Demonstration of armed workers and
soldiers in 1918-19 Berlin uprising.

Heroic Spartacusbund leaders Karl

Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg,
murdered by counterrevolutionaries

in January 1919.

Willy Romer
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Beware European Union Social Democrats—

Forge Multiethnic Revolutionary Workers Parties!

Austria: Down With Racist Demagogue Haider!

For a United Socialist States of Europe!

Haider statements by German and French

leaders “reflected a growing determina-

tion to turn a union that was long essen-

tially a trade bloc into an ever closer

political community with some aspects of

a federal state." In imposing sanctions

against the FPO’s entry into the Austrian

government. German imperialism and its

less than three years ago in implement-

ing the Schengen accord aimed at keep-

ing Slavic and dark-skinned immigrants

out of racist "Fortress Europe.”

As rivalries among the major imperial-

ist powers—the U.S., Germany and

Japan—intensify, we Marxists, proletar-

ian internationalists, stand in steadfast

February 19, Vienna: 300,000 protest Haider's racist FPO. West European social

democrats have seized on FPO’s entry into Austrian government in drive to

strengthen European Union imperialist bloc.

partners are asserting a precedent to dic-

tate policy to other EU member states.

The Frankfurter Allgerneine Zeitnng

(1 I February) quoted in the leaflet gives

a hint of how the Social Democrats’

"anti-fascist” rhetoric is used to further

the ambitions of German imperialism:

"The Holocaust and 'never again’ are

becoming the code words for the found-

ing myth of a European nation ... Ger-
many has participated in a war for the

first time since 1945, led by a left gov-

ernment. The reason given was to sti-

fle a new fascism in the Balkans.... In

connection with the European left, he

(Schrhder) works toward the European-
ization of the Holocaust. This eases the

burden on the Germans, especially when
they, together with their European part-

ners. kick the Austrians in the shin."

While ordering the first German expedi-

tionary force into the Balkans since Hit-

ler’s Wehrmacht, at home the Schroder

regime which cynically intones “never

again” is perpetrating racist terror and

deportations against Turks. Kurds and

other “non-Germans.” Indeed, the same
EU governments which now hypocriti-

cally denounce the FPO for its pro-

nounced anti-immigrant racism joined

crats, imposed a hypocritical bilateral

boycott against the OVP/FPO govern-

ment of Austria at the ministerial level.

At the same lime. Nazis were marching

through the Brandenburg Gate in Ber-

lin. protected by the cops of the SPD/

Green government. These governments

are pursuing the same racist policies

against immigrants, refugees and Roma
and Sinti that the FPO intends to carry

out In an article on February 2, the

Frankfurter Rundschau put its finger

on it: “If it were a question only of

this, the EU would have to keep an

eye on German minister of the inter-

ior Otto Sehily." The current depor-

tations of 180,000 Balkan refugees

will be continued and intensified by

the SPD/Green government and also

the PDS (Party of Democratic

Socialism)-supported slate govern-

ments—in cooperation with the

“boycotted” FPO ministers.

For almost 50 years without inter-

ruption, the racist SPO has admin-

istered Austrian imperialism—the

other successor state to the Third

Reich—with which it is indissolubly

bound SPO president Adolf Scharf

ran his 1957 election campaign on

the slogan, “People who were once

for Adolf are voting Adolf again this

year" Today this SPO, behind the

scenes, is leading the demonstra-

tions against the OVP/FPO govern-

ment. for their capitalist Austria.

The vanguard for the SPO in this are

the "leftist” and pseudo-Trotskyist

groups such as the Communist Party

of Austria, Arbeiterlnnenstandpunkt

[ASt|, the [Cliffite] Linkswende and the

newly formed Socialist Left Party (SLP),

formerly the SOV (Taaffeites), all of

whom want to make the SPO-led OGB
(Austrian Trade Union Federation) fight

for the continuation of class collaboration

in an SPO-administered capitalism. That

means the interests of the workers are

subordinated to those of the capitalist

exploiters.

In contrast we fight to bring down
racist capitalism. For this, what is needed

is a class-struggle leadership of the trade

unions and the building of a new revolu-

tionary workers party, which mobilizes

the proletariat independently and in its

own class interests. The social demo-
cratic trade-union bureaucracy, which the

entire fake left supports, is a barrier to

this. While the fake lefts want to tie

youth and workers again to the social

democracy, we fight to split the working-

class base from these bourgeois workers

parties.

The truth is that the social democrats

see rightists such as Haider as a threat

to European economic unity, which the

European capitalist rulers know is nec-

essary for the EU to compete success-

fully as an imperialist trade bloc against

Japan and especially the United States.

This is the reason for the sharp reactions

especially of Belgium and France

—

which face strong fascist, extreme right-

ist, anti-Europe movements in their own
countries—dangerous diplomatic sanc-

tions which can lead to war.

The SPD’s Bundestag (parliamentary!

deputy fraction head. SPD “leftist" Ger-

not Erler, hit the nail on the head: “In

terms of foreign policy, it will be ‘seri-

ous’ if Haider tries to block the east-

ward expansion of the EU" ( Frankfurter

Rundschau, 27 January). An Austria

dominated by Haider could block the

expansion of the EU to eastern and

southern Europe, which was one of the

main reasons for the Balkan War led

by the governing Social Democrats. The

opposition to our "own" imperialist rul-

ers and declare: “The main enemy is at

home!"

* * *

Many leftists and workers are taking to

the streets to demonstrate against Haider

and the FPO, an extremely racist and

reactionary party. Haider and his cronies

demonstrate their fascistic views, for

example celebrating the “orderly employ-

ment policy” of the Nazis. Now, with

the FPO in the government, the SPO is

trying to portray itself as the defender of

“democracy,” while for decades itself

carrying out racist state terror against

immigrants and refugees and actively

preparing the way for the FPO. One only

has to think of the brutal murder of refu-

gee Marcus Omofuma in April 1999 by

the SPO cops and the massive deporta-

tions, often to certain death. Encouraged

by this SPO-led racist state terror, in the

mid-1990s Austrian Nazis began a wave

of terror against immigrants, refugees,

Roma and Sinti (Gypsies) and leftists.

The capitalist governments of Europe,

most of which are led by social demo-

German SPD
chancellor
Schroder with
French Socialist

Party prime
minister Jospin.
Social democrats
led European
imperialist powers
in U.S./NATO war
against Serbia.
German tank in

Macedonia, near
Kosovo border,
March 1999.

We publish below an edited translation

of a leaflet issued on February 18 by the

Spartakist Workers Party of Germany

(SpAD), section of the International

Communist League. The SpAD distrib-

uted this leaflet the next day at a protest

of nearly 300,000 people in Vienna against

Jorg Haider’s openly racist Freedom

Party (FPO). Following the FPO’s entry

into a coalition government with the

People’s Party (OVP) earlier this month,

mass protests have taken place not only in

Austria but throughout West Europe.

The presence of the FPO in the gov-

ernment poses a sinister threat to the

Austrian working class, immigrants

and other minorities. At the same
lime, the political thrust of these pro-

tests is to restore to power the Social-

ist Party (SPO) which long adminis-

tered the racist, capitalist Austrian

state. As for the SPO’s posture of rep-

resenting a bulwark against Haider,

the social-democratic ex-chancellor

of Austria, Viktor Klima, declared

last month that "he would not cate-

gorically exclude in the future form-

ing a coalition" with the FPO if that’s

what it takes to get back in power

(L'Humanitt?, 26 January).

As the leaflet details, various ref-

ormist and centrist groups have

seized on opposition to the FPO in

order to fall in behind the social-

democratic rulers of their own impe-

rialist countries, just as they backed

their own rulers in the U.S.-led

imperialist war of domination against

Serbia last year. While Tony Cliff’s

British Socialist Workers Party (rep-

resented in the U.S. by the International

Socialist Organization) calls for support

to the European Union (EU) in order to

tail the Blair Labour government, its

German sister group, Linksruck, expli-

citly backs German imperialism and the

government of Social Democratic (SPD)
chancellor Schroder. In a leaflet distrib-

uted at a February 19 protest in Berlin.

Linksruck argued: "Because Haider is a

fascist, he must be isolated—thus

Schroder is totally right to threaten Aus-
tria with sanctions.... The blockade of

the European Union is strengthening the

resistance movement against this racist

and anti-social government."

This is unabashed support to the aim of

the European imperialist powers, with

Germany at the head, to cohere the EU as

a military and political force following

the creation of a unified currency under

the terms of the 1992 Maastricht Treaty.

Following the Balkans War, Germany
and the other EU states moved rapidly

to establish a unified European mili-

tary force as a counterweight to the U.S.-

dominated NATO alliance. Now. as the

New York Times (20 February) notes, anti-
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Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung com-

mented on 1 1 February: “The anti-Haider

action was born at the Stockholm Holo-

caust Conference. It was conceived in the

Balkan War. From then on the lefts

—

above all the Germans—carried their

Europe under their hearts, no matter

where it beat " And Tony Cliff's fake-left

Socialist Workers Party, British parent

organization of Linkswende, appealed to

their imperialism: “There should be no

cooperation with the Freedom Party We
are supporting the European Union’s

position" ([London] Times, 3 February).

Meanwhile the social democrats all

over Europe are using their campaign

against Haider to wrap themselves in

the Hag of “anti-fascist" patriotism and

to build chauvinist mobilizations in order

to distract from their own attacks on

the living standards of the masses. For

instance, at a February 5 demonstration

in Berlin, social-democratic leftists like

Linksruck and the [anarchoidl Auto-

nomes chanted, “Austria. Shut Up!” in

front of the Austrian embassy and "U S. A.

Genocide Center!" in front of the U.S.

embassy, while they strolled through the

government district of the Fourth Reich

without saying a word against German
imperialism. And throughout Europe, the

fake Trotskyists, who all supported the

election of the social democrats, marched

in lockstep with them, drums beating,

just like in the war against Yugoslavia

last summer. So Workers Power, British

fraternal group of the ASt, which called

to “Vote Labour" in the elections, de-

manded “Independence for Kosovo” and

supported the UCK [Kosovo Liberation

Army], a transparent cover for their sup-

port for the goals of their own British
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The German-dominated EU is an un-

stable conglomerate of the European cap-

italists which is directed against the

workers of Europe. non-European immi-

grants and the main international compet-

itors of German imperialism, the U.S. A.

and Japan. Because capitalism is organ-

ized on the basis of independent nation-

states—which is the real cause of the

repeated imperialist wars to redivide the

world and also the real reason for the

war in the Balkans last year—the per-

spective of a progressive European state,

as preached by [French Socialist prime

minister) Jospin and Schroder, is nothing

other than a lying reactionary utopia.

Imperialism, marked by the domination

of finance capital, is the epoch of wars

imperialism in the war against Yugosla-

via. Now these social-chauvinists write

about the FPO/OVP coalition: "The new
coalition will launch massive attacks on

workers' rights and huge cuts in public

spending. First in line, of course, will be

Austria’s migrant workers and refugees."

They disappear Tony Blair’s Labour gov-

ernment at the precise time when its cam-

paign against refugees is fueling deadly

attacks.

Berlin police

manhandle
Kurdish
immigrant.
Capitalist

governments in

racist “Fortress
Europe” have
stepped up
persecution and
deportation of

immigrants.

and revolutions. With the world already

divided up among the major capitalist

powers, war is ultimately their only

means to redivide markets and spheres of

influence. As proletarian internationalists

we demand: Down with racist fortress

Europe! Down with the treaties of Maas-

tricht and Schengen! For the United

Socialist States of Europe!

Social-democratic regimes and popu-

lar fronts (a capitalist government in the
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form of a coalition between bourgeois

parlies and workers parties, where the

workers' interests are subordinated to the

interests of the capitalist ruling class)

have been brought into power since the

counterrevolution in East Europe and the

Soviet Union with the explicit aim of

destroying the "social welfare state." The

capitalist rulers no longer feel obliged to

guarantee workers in the West a higher

living standard in order to compete with

the social gains of the planned econo-

mies of the East European deformed

workers states that emerged from the

victory of the Red Army in the Second

World War. After the last election, the

OVP decided that the Austrian Social

Democracy hadn’t given them enough

concessions and opted for the FPC).

In all the European countries, bour-

geois nationalism is leading to a sharp

increase in racism against the dark-

skinned and East European immigrant

populations of Europe. They are con-

fronted with mass deportations and state

as well as fascist violence. Immigrants,

who as “guest workers” are no longer

needed to do the low-paid dirty work, are

being thrown out, while [immigrant)

youth of the second generation are treated

with contempt by the rulers. Without a

job and without a future, they are feared

by the ruling class as socially explosive.

Throughout Europe, capitalist regimes

governed by supposed “socialists" turn

their cops loose to terrorize these youth.

Racist oppression is inseparably linked

to capitalist exploitation. While the bour-

geoisie is trying to drive up the rate of

exploitation, the immigrants are not only

victims of deportations, but are also

used as a convenient scapegoat for unem-

ployment and impoverishment. Racism

against immigrants is the battering

ram for attacks on the whole working

class. The working class and minorities

must advance their interests together,

or they will be beaten back separately.

The workers movement must fight forfull

citizenship rights for all immigrants and
refugees.

The immigrant sections of the working

class in West Europe are not just vic-

tims, but an important component of the

forces that are capable of smashing this

racist capitalist system. But the mobiliza-

tion of the power of the integrated work-

ing class demands a political struggle

against the social-democratic leaderships

in the workers movement, which serve as

a transmission belt to channel racist poi-

son into the working class. Eor a revolu-

tionary, multiethnic workers party!

Haider and his followers are seen as

kindred spirits by fascistic types all over

Europe: Le Pen in France, the NPD in

Germany and the Lega Nord and Alli-

anza Nazionalc in Italy. Haider’s FPO is

purely an electoral machine and does not

correspond to what Marxists understand

by fascism. Reactionary views alone do

not define fascism. A number of Mar-

garet Thatcher’s advisers thought Britain

should have allied itself with Germany

against the Soviet Union in World War II

and otherwise had fascist views. As
Trotsky explained in "Whither France”:

"Finance capital is obliged to create spe-

cial armed bands, trained to fight the

workers.... The historic function of fas-

cism is to smash the working class, de-

stroy its organizations, and stifle political

liberties when the capitalists find them-

selves unable to govern and dominate

with the help of democratic machinery"

In a situation in which there are no fascist

mobilizations in the streets and the main

question is the participation of the FPO
in the government, the slogans “Stop

Haider," "Strike Now” can only be a call

for extraparliamentary action for a new

parliamentary coalition, that is, a “more

militant” call to replace the FPO with

the SPO.

That is how, in 1994, the conservative

Berlusconi government in Italy was

brought down by a general strike and

replaced with a capitalist popular-front

government, which continued and inten-

sified racist state terror and attacks on the

working class. Now in Austria, the fake

left is cynically urging on the working

class, doing the donkey work of pulling

the parliamentary ambitions of the social

democracy out of the mud. “Strike now!”

says the SLP, ASt calls for a general strike

and Linkswende says: "That is our per-

spective—the Berlusconi solution."

Imperialism is not a bad policy, as the

fake-Trotskyist groups want us to believe,

but the highest stage of capitalism, which

is based on the private ownership of the

means of production by the few who
exploit the proletariat and oppress the

majority of the population. That is why it

necessarily generates war. racism and

misery. The fascists are the extreme

expression of the interests of the bour-

geoisie and are their reserve army against

the proletariat. Therefore the fight against

fascism must be linked to the fight to top-

ple the capitalist system of exploitation.

We stand for workers revolution from

New York to London and Paris to Berlin

and Vienna. The social democrats and

their leftist hangers-on stand in the way.

If the fascists are the last reserve of capi-

talism in extremis, the social democrats

(including ex-Stalinists and associated

remnants) with their politics of class col-

laboration are the next to last reserve, a

safety valve for imperialism. Only the

destruction of capitalism through workers

revolution and the construction of the

United Socialist States of Europe as part

of a worldwide socialist society can lay

the basis for a development of the produc-

tive forces which will truly benefit man-
kind. For the reforging of the Fourth

International! For new October Revolu-

tions worldwide! Join us!
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Speedup on
death row is

part of broader
intensification

of capitalist

repression in U.S.

Kin
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Death Penalty...
(continuedfrom page I

)

We seek to infuse the proletariat with

the understanding that it will take noth-

ing short of a workers revolution to

sweep away tl.t barbaric institutions of

the capitalist state which—with the cops,

courts, prisons and military at its core

—

is nothing other than an apparatus of

organized violence for the repression of

workers and the oppressed in defense of

the profits and power of the property-

owning ruling class. And in racist capi-

talist America, the fight against the death

penalty and state repression necessarily

means championing the cause of black

freedom. Free Mumia now! Abolish the

racist death penalty!

From Lynch Law to

“Legal” Lynching

The promised study of racial bias

in federal death sentences by Clinton/

Reno's Justice Department should not

take more than five minutes—because

fully two-thirds of the 21 federal death

row inmates are either black or Hispanic!

This is an even higher proportion of

minorities than on state death rows

around the country, where 43 percent of

all inmates are black. In the notorious

1986 McCleskey decision, the Supreme

Terry/Gamma-Uaison

Mumia Abu-Jamal

Court acknowledged the massive amount
of evidence proving racism in death pen-

alty cases and then ruled that it is legally

"irrelevant," warning that any challenge

to this system would “throw into serious

question the principles that underlie our

entire criminal justice system." It is pre-

cisely because capital punishment in the

U.S. is so intertwined with black oppres-

sion—the bedrock of capitalism in this

country—that makes it highly unlikely,

though not inconceivable, that America’s
rulers would abandon the death penalty.

It is no accident that the states of the

former Confederacy lead the country in

the pace of legal lynching. The death pen-

alty in the U.S. is rooted in the legacy of

chattel slavery. Under the early Slave

Codes, "rebellious" slaves were killed

with impunity. It took a bloody Civil War
to smash the slave system, but the North-

ern capitalists betrayed the promise of

black freedom. The withdrawal of the last

Union troops in 1 877 ushered in the era of

lynch law, with over 5,000 black people

murdered by lynch mobs from the late

1 800s onward. As “legal" lynchings grad-

ually supplanted open mob terror, more
than two-thirds of the thousands executed

between 1930 and 1967 were black.

The speedup on death row is only the

tip of the iceberg of an all-sided inten-

sification of capitalist state repression

Behind it all is the deepening immis-

eration of the ghetto masses and sharp

attacks on the living standards of the

working class. As we wrote in "Lock-

down U.S. A." (WV No. 618, 10 March
1995):

“A couple of statistics sum it up Over a

million manufacturing jobs were lost in

the U.S in the 1980s, on top of the

wholesale destruction of whole swathes
of Midwest industry the decade before.

For every place lost on the assembly line,

one has been added in the prisons ...

"With nothing to offer the masses of

black poor and working people but ever-

deeper degradation and immiseraiion,

the capitalist ruling class is intent on
extinguishing any sign of protest with

brute force."

Conditions have only continued to

worsen under Democrat Clinton. De-

spite the vaunted “boom economy." real

income for the poorest 20 percent of the

population has gone down in recent years.

The American capitalist state is a killing

machine, from court-ordered executions

in the nation’s death chambers and sum-

mary executions by cops on the streets to

the murderous bombing of civilian popu-

lations overseas aimed at imposing U.S.

imperialist domination around the world.

Meanwhile, this capitalist system con-

demns millions in the U.S. to a slow death

through homelessness, starvation and

lack of medical care while American cor-

porations suck the lifeblood out of super-

exploited toilers in Third World countries.

In all this, the Clinton administration has

been even more vicious than its Republi-

can predecessors—axing welfare, flood-

ing the inner cities with more cops,

launching one imperialist military adven-

ture after another.

Under Clinton, the prison population

has grown by hundreds of thousands, this

month passing the two million mark.

America now houses one-fourth of the

world’s prisoners, and half of these

inmates are black. The U.S. has a higher

rate of black incarceration than even

South Africa did under apartheid rule,

and today that rate is over six times that

of South Africa. When a federal judge in

New York last month finally awarded a

miserly $8 million settlement to nearly

1,300 survivors of the 1971 Attica prison

massacre who were beaten and tortured in

the brutal cop assault which left 43 dead,

the New York Times commented: “Inevita-

bly, time dulled Attica’s shock effect. A
‘lock ’em up and throw away the key’

attitude has sent the prison population

skyrocketing.... The New York State

prison population today is approaching

72.000, compared wim 12.500 in 1971.”

The concern expressed by this liberal

mouthpiece reflects the view of a section

of the American capitalist class that the

cost of prison construction is spiraling out

of control.

The capitalist rulers view an entire

generation of ghetto and barrio youth as

permanently unemployable "outcasts." a

surplus population with no prospects of

work and no need for schooling, medical

care or decent housing. Instead, young
men and women are swept up from the

ghettos and barrios and thrown behind

bars. All 50 states now have laws allow-

ing prosecutors to try juveniles as adults,

like black 13-year-old Nathaniel Abra-

ham, tried for murder in Michigan last

fall.

While Jesse Jackson today decries the

"prison-industrial complex,” two-thirds

of all prisoners are doing time as a result

of the racist “war on drugs" which was
avidly promoted by Jackson with his

“Up with hope, down with dope" cru-

sade. One-third of all black males in

their 20s are either in prison, on parole

or on probation; one in seven black men
has lost the right to vote as a result of a
felony conviction. Underlining the bru-

tality of prison conditions is the tacit

condoning of rape of prisoners by other

inmates, which is often wielded as a

threat by cops and prison guards against

those in prison.

It is in labor’s direct interest to actively

take up the defense of the ghetto and bar-

rio masses. The same cops who rampage
through the inner cities are also deployed
to bust up strikers’ picket lines. "Work-
fare" slave labor schemes which victi-

mize the black poor are also wielded as a

battering ram against municipal workers

unions around the country. Prison labor is

also increasingly being used as a club

against unionized workers. From shrink-

wrapping Microsoft software to booking

TWA airline reservations, thousands of

prisoners are now toiling for private com-

panies at pay rates as low as 23 cents an

hour.

The volatility at the base of this society

is evident, from the solidity and wide-

spread popularity of the 1997 Teamsters

strike against UPS to the massive out-

pouring of anger in NYC last year over

the Diallo killing. But black Democrats

like Jackson and A1 Sharpton act to police

the ghetto masses on behalf of the capital-

ist rulers. And the pro-capitalist labor

lops seek to quell or contain any struggles

by the working people, chaining the

unions to the capitalist Democratic Party.

The AFL-CIO misleaders have already

pledged to spend record amounts of union

monies this year to get Democratic Party

enemies of labor elected. Meanwhile, the

labor tops devote considerable efforts to

"organizing” cops and prison guards into

the unions. Cops are not workers; they are

the racist, strikebreaking thugs of the cap-

italist class. Cops and prison guards out

of the unions!

It is necessary to forge a class-struggle

leadership which will lead struggles on

behalf of workers and the oppressed, not

bind labor hand and foot to the class

enemy. And that means a leadership

committed to the complete and uncondi-

tional independence of the unions from
the capitalist state and the capitalist

political parties. We fight to forge a mul-
tiracial revolutionary workers party

which will link the power of labor to the

anger of the ghettos. For black liberation

through socialist revolution!

Death Penalty Democrats and
Reformist Illusions

The Fraternal Order of Police (F.O.P.),

which has spearheaded the crusade to see

Jamal killed, ludicrously claims on its

Web site that no innocent person has ever

been executed in the U.S.! More level-

headed bourgeois spokesmen for the

death penalty acknowledge occasional

"tragic mistakes” in order to paint them
as “aberrations” from an otherwise “just”

system. Meanwhile, liberal opponents of
the death penalty like Jesse Jackson argue
that it is too costly and ineffective and
offer "alternatives" like life imprisonment
without parole

—

a living death.
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Chicago, 28 November 1998: PDC-initiated, labor-centered protest for Jamal.
Multiracial proletariat must be mobilized in fight to free Mumia, abolish the
death penalty.

A chief call of such "reformers'’ is the

demand for a better public defender

system for defendants in capital cases.

To be sure, the overwhelming majority

of capital defendants get only the most

minimal legal defense, an aspect of how
this system 'is rigged from top to bottom

against working people and minorities.

But in seeking to ensure that “justice is

seen to be done," the liberals hope to

bolster the authority and powers of the

apparatus of capitalist repression by

removing the most blatant excesses and

"restoring trust in the system."

In this, they arc assisted by the refor-

mist "socialists” Rejecting the struggle to

bring revolutionary consciousness to the

proletariat, these opportunists promote

the illusion that the capitalist state can he

pressured to dispense justice and other-

wise serve the interests of workers and

the oppressed. In practice, they embrace

the same conclusions as the bourgeois

liberals.

Thus the International Socialist Organ-

ization (ISO), which has been begging the

Illinois governor for a moratorium since

last March, now hails Ryan’s move as

proof that "organizing can force the poli-

ticians—even a Republican hack like

George Ryan—to act” (Socialist Worker .

4 February). The ISO's Campaign to End

the Death Penalty echoes the liberal argu-

ment that the death penally is not "effec-

tive"; a Chicago leaflet promoting a Feb-

ruary 3 meeting complains about "the

failure of the death penalty here"! Who
this is aimed at is made explicit m an

Internet announcement for a February 14

press conference by Chicago Campaign
organizer Alice Kim, who grotesquely

pleaded. "Have a heart this Valentine's

Day. President Clinton. Stop all federal

executions!" In New York City, a Cam-
paign leaflet likewise calls for a February

21 "rally aimed at pressuring Gore and

Bradley to heed the growing national tide

for a moratorium on executions."

There was a national moratorium on

executions in the 1970s. and its purpose

was precisely to address the "failure" of

the death penally in order to make it

more "effective." Seeking to defuse mas-

sive popular unrest, beginning with the

civil rights movement of the 1950s and

'60s and then the anti-Vietnam War
protests, in 1972 the Supreme Court

declared existing death penalty laws to

be "wanton and freakish” and ordered

the states to rewrite the statutes. The stat-

utes were rewritten, and four years later,

with the mass protests a thing of the past,

the Supreme Court quickly ended that

"moratorium" and gave a green light to

resume the killings.

Of a piece with the ISO's appeals to

the racist bourgeoisie for a moratorium is

the call for a “new trial" for Mumia
raised by the ISO, Socialist Action,

Workers World Party and a host of other

opportunist leftists. This call is the

reformists’ pledge of allegiance to keep

the fight for Jamal’s cause safely within

the confines of liberal bourgeois—i.e..

Democratic Party—politics, while sow-

ing illusions in the “justice” of the capi-

talist courts. In this way they seek to win

support from capitalist politicians who
would be all too happy to see Jamal

reconvicted in a less obviously rigged

proceeding than the travesty which sent

him to death row in 1982. A column by

Salim Muwakkil in In These Times (12

December 1999), mouthpiece of the

Democratic (Parly) Socialists of Amer-
ica. features the following statement in

large print in the middle of the page:

"We may never know whether Abu-

Jamal is innocent or guilty because he

was never given due process.”

The opportunists* clamor for a new

trial may well have succeeded in hood-

winking some youth who want to fight for

Mumia's freedom into thinking a second

trial is a necessary legal step to that end.

This is a lie. If a judge did grant Jamal's

habeas corpus appeal, that would auto-

matically overturn his conviction. If there

were then to be a new trial, it would only

come about because the prosecution

demanded one in order to reconvict

Jamal.

From the time we first took up Jamal's

defense, the Spartacist League and Parti-

san Defense Committee have fought for

a perspective centered on mobilizing the

social power of the working class inde-

pendent of the capitalist state and politi-

cians. As we wrote in a PDC statement

after the U S. Supreme Court refused to

hear Jamal’s appeal last October (WV
No. 721. 15 October 1999):

"Mobilizing labor’s power in a successful

light to win Jamal's freedom would strike

a blow against the capitalist rulers who
use the same frainc-up methods, spying

and terror wielded against Jamal and
other fighters for the oppressed to smash
picket lines and victimize militant union-

ists. Labor/black protest to free Mumia
and abolish the racist death penalty must

be infused with the understanding that to

end racist capitalist injustice once and for

all requires a socialist revolution which
smashes the .

.

pitalist state and places the

proletariat in power.’’*

Scottsboro
defendants, nine

black youth
framed up in

Alabama on bogus
charges of rape in

1931. International

defense campaign
saved them from

legal lynching.

Mexico...
(continuedfrom page 12)

schools, were arrested during a sit-in in

front of the governor’s mansion in the

regional capital of Pachuca. Over 800
students from other schools who had

joined the sit-in were summarily deported

to their states of origin, some as far away
as Guerrero and Chiapas. Facing the army
of police at El Mexe, the student strikers

appealed for help to the UNAM General

Strike Council (CGH), which sent a

delegation. The Grupo Espartaquista de

Mexico, section of the International Com-
munist League, demands the immediate,

unconditional release of all arrested mil-

itants throughout Mexico!

The “battle of El Mexe” was launched
when several thousand people (includ-

ing the town’s mayor!) surrounded the

school, demanding freedom for those

arrested in both attacks, as well as in ear-

lier incidents. When the cops refused, the

angry crowd took action, trapping the

granaderos inside by blocking the exits

with tree trunks and setting several police

cars ablaze. The terrified thugs attempted

to flee by diving into sewage canals, but

the villagers, armed mostly with only

sticks and stones, captured over sixty

cops, stripped them down to their under-

wear and marched them 5 kilometers into

the town square! Displaying their cap-

tives. the furious townspeople demanded:
"Free the arrested or we will set these

pinche cops on fire!” Meanwhile, parents

and students retook the school and

discovered a police arsenal including

grenade launchers. The government had

lyingly claimed the cops were unarmed.

Thrown into a panic by the humiliating

drubbing received by their thugs, the PRI

(Institutional Revolutionary Party) gov-

ernment of Mexico appealed to Cuau-
t6moc Clrdenas’ PRD (Party of the Demo-
cratic Revolution) to use its influence for

the cops’ release. The mayor of the town,

a PRD member, convinced the crowd not

to kill the cops, while the state PRD dis-

avowed any involvement. A negotiating

committee made up of the Hidalgo gov-

ernment secretary, the regional PRD
leader, the mayor and a student leader

was formed, and an agreement was
reached to free the nearly 400 student

prisoners in exchange for the captured

cops. Their arrested comrades freed, the

villagers sang the "Internationale"—but

then returned the captured arms arsenal to

the government which will surely seek

revenge for its humiliating defeat

While the overwhelming government
repression in Mexico City has reduced

the struggle there to embers of resistance,

the revolt in Hidalgo shows these have

the power to reignite, sparking upheavals

in other parts of the country. As an El

Mexe student declared at a February 19

UNAM assembly. “Everything indicates

that El Mexe has become an UNAM
on a small scale, where the students are

once again repressed." Hundreds of El

Mexe strikers still face charges such

as "rebellion" and grand theft. What is

urgently necessary now is labor-centered,

non-sectarian, class-struggle defense of

the arrested militants.

The PRI government wants to use the

UNAM crackdown to round up the left,

in order to behead upcoming broader

political struggles. Meanwhile, the PRD
seeks to turn the PRI’s unpopular attack

on the UNAM strike into a victory in the

upcoming elections. But the PRD, which

controls the Mexico City government, is

no less a bourgeois party than the PRI

—

it has sent its riot cops to attack the

UNAM strike just as viciously. Many of

the more radical students have seen the

treacherous role of the PRD, but turn

instead to the petty-bourgeois guerrilla-

ists of the EZLN (Zapatistas). This is not

an alternative, but simply a more radical

version of nationalism. Unlike the Zapa-

tistas. who as "liberals with guns" seek

to use the PRD to pressure the bourgeois

state for concessions through negotia-

tions. we Spartacists fight for the prole-

tariat to lead the oppressed and dispos-

sessed masses of Mexico to power.

The urgent demands and needs of

Mexico’s impoverished workers and

peasants—for agrarian revolution, educa-

tion, health care, etc.—cannot be ful-

filled by the corrupt and venal Mexican
capitalist class, beholden to U S. imperi-

alism. Even the most minimal reforms,

like those the students at El Mexe are

seeking, demand the Trotskyist program
of permanent revolution. The Trotskyists

of the GEM tight to build a Leninist van-

guard party that can lead the workers and

peasants of Mexico to power, smashing
the capitalist system of oppression and

opening the way to proletarian revolution

throughout the Americas.*
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Der Spiegel

Incipient proletarian political revolution in East Germany in June 1953 was
suppressed by Soviet tanks. East Berlin workers appealed to workers in the

West: "We’re cleaning house in Pankow, you sweep out the crap in Bonn.”

Germany...
(continuedfrom page 5)

of Moscow, taken as a whole, com-

pletely retains its reactionary character

and remains the chief obstacle on the road

to the world revolution"

Gorbachev’s “Market
Reforms”—Prelude to

Counterrevolution

We unconditionally militarily defended

the Soviet degenerated workers state and

the East European deformed workers

states against imperialism and internal

counterrevolution. Unlike under capital-

ism. the established planned economies

didn't seek to maximize profits but to

maximize the general output of products.

So there was a social system that workers

in capitalist countries could only dream

of. In the DDR. there was no unemploy-

ment or homelessness. And. for instance,

my mother who oversaw herds as a child

could study and became an electronics

engineer.

Ninety percent of women in the DDR
had jobs, and to make that possible there

was a large system of kindergartens; there

was a so-called "baby year.” i.e., you

would get a year off work, fully paid

when your child was born; there were

meals at school for all children, and so

on. At the same time, the Stalinists would

preach reactionary family values and

after work, women had to do the so-called

second shift of housework. The popula-

tion of the DDR was over 95 percent

atheistic

—

there was simply no material

basis for religion. Even today, as a lead-

ing bourgeois paper complained, the

church cannot gain ground in the former

DDR and is looked at with hostility.

At the same time, the Stalinist bureauc-

racy sought to suppress any independent

against factory, industry against industry

in the struggle for resources and custom-

ers. It pitted industry against consumers

in the drive to produce not what was

needed but what was profitable. It fueled

nationalism and the breakup of the USSR,
pitting the richer, more industrial regions

against the more backward, less industri-

alized ones. These “reforms" dramati-

cally exposed the appetites of a wing of

the bureaucracy to secure its uncertain

economic privileges by devouring the

workers state piecemeal and to try to

themselves become a property-owning

class.

At the same time, to appease the U.S.

imperialists, Gorbachev withdrew the

Red Army from Afghanistan in 1989,

delivering Afghan women to the cut-

throats of the CIA-backed mujahedin. We
called this a betrayal and made an offer to

the Afghan government to organize an

international brigade to fight against the

League of Germany, then the German
section of the ICL, in its intervention into

this incipient proletarian political revolu-

tion to give revolutionary leadership to

the East German working class. In the

course of this intervention, the biggest the

ICL had ever undertaken, we had one-

third of our membership on the ground

there. We threw in everything we had.

On December 8, we brought out the

first issue of Arprekorr, Workers Press

Correspondence, a daily newspaper to

serve as the collective organizer for the

vanguard of the working class and the

means to build the party necessary to lead

the proletarian political revolution. It got

a huge reception. In all cities, groups of

youth or workers sprang up. distributing

Arprekorr, whom we organized into the

Spartakist-Gruppen. Spartacist groups.

For a Red Germany of
Workers Councils!

ICL literature table at

May 1991 meeting of

Soviet officers and
soldiers in former
DDR to commemorate
anniversary of Red
Army victory over
Nazi Third Reich.

thinking and any independent political

expression of the working class, so the

working class was atomized and politi-

cally disarmed. There was an overgrown
secret service called the Stasi. spying on
the working class and those they per-

ceived to be opponents of the regime.

Despite the Stalinist bureaucracy,

because of the planned economy the

Soviet Union made huge strides forward,

which however were achieved at terrible

cost and sacrifice by the Soviet working
masses. But still the economy lagged

significantly behind those of the most
developed capitalist countries in produc-

tivity of labor. In the '70s and '80s it

became clear that the old bureaucratic

methods of extensive capital investment

and borrowing of technique, which in the

past had achieved great results, though
at great social and economic overhead,

had reached their limits. The USSR was
gripped by a relative economic stagna-

tion. As Trotsky observed in 1936 in

The Revolution Betrayed: “Under a na-

tionalized economy, quality demands a

democracy of producers and consumers,
freedom of criticism and initiative—con-

ditions incompatible with a totalitarian

regime of fear, lies and flattery”

So Gorbachev, then leader of the bu-

reaucracy of the Soviet Union, introduced

so-called “market socialism reforms."

"Market socialism" meant giving up cen-
tralized planning, and introducing capi-

talist market mechanisms into the

planned economy It meant pitting factory

mujahedin. They declined that offer, so

we instead collected money for the city of

Jalalabad, which was fighting against a

siege by the mujahedin. We said at the

time that it was better to fight imperial-

ism in Afghanistan than counterrevolu-

tion in Moscow.

Fall of the Berlin Wall

In the summer of 1989, there was a

big outflow of DDR citizens to the West,

ripping big holes out of the planned

economy. At that time, as part of his

“market socialism" reforms, Gorbachev
announced that the Soviet Union would
sell oil and raw materials only at world

market prices and currencies to the other

deformed workers states.

It became clear that the DDR could no
longer go on in the old way. At the begin-

ning of October 1989, demonstra-

tions started and grew week by week.

Honecker wanted to use the army
against the demonstrators, but Gorbachev
and the Soviet Army command in the

DDR said no. In late October, Honecker
fell. On November 4, 1989 there was
a million-strong demonstration in East

Berlin. There you saw many pro-socialist

banners and slogans like "For Commu-
nist Ideals," "Against Privileges,” "Found
Workers Councils," and so on. Five days

later the Berlin Wall came down,

The ICL’s International Executive

Committee immediately met and 24
hours later the first leading comrades Hew
into Germany, to support the Trotskyist

We intervened with our program for

a red Germany of workers councils, for

revolutionary reunification through prole-

tarian political revolution in the East

to oust the Stalinist bureaucracy and for

socialist revolution in the West to over-

throw the bourgeoisie. We understood

that Germany was divided by a class line,

and that the question was: Revolution-

ary or counterrevolutionary reunification.

So we made our opposition to the latter

clear by our slogan "No to the sell-out

of the DDR!” From that standpoint we
fought for one part in East and West
and were opposed to a two-party concep-

tion, one for East and one for West Ger-

many. We toured members of the East

German Spartakist-Gruppen through the

Ruhr area, the industrial heartland of Ger-

man capitalism.

In the DDR we encountered a con-

tradictory form of false conscious-

ness which was based on the lies and
deceptions of Stalinism. This popular-

frontist worldview substituted false cat-

egories like "peace-loving countries,"

“progressive peoples” or “wings" of

imperialism for a revolutionary world-

view based on a class-struggle perspec-

tive. People in the DDR thought we live

in this protected "socialism in half a

country" and out there is an essentially

unchangeable, hostile world without class

contradictions. Our program for a revolu-

tionary reunification cut against that, but

there was widespread skepticism about

the possibility of a socialist revolution in

West Germany.

During this same period in West Ger-
many the bourgeoisie, with the help of the

social-democratic trade-union bureau-
crats, averted a strike by the powerful

metal workers union by granting the

workers a huge wage increase. Such a
strike could have powerfully exploded
this false consciousness that a revolution

in West Germany is impossible and that

there are no class contradictions.

The possibility of political revolution

in the ex-DDR was posed decades ago.
In 1953, with the death of Stalin, the

East German workers saw revolution-

ary opportunities and started a proletar-

ian political revolution. East Berlin

metal workers demonstrated through
West Berlin demanding a metal workers

government and telling their class broth-

ers in the West: We’ll clean up East Ber-

lin. you clean up Bonn (then the capi-

tal of West Germany). Then Soviet

leader Khrushchev mobilized Soviet

Army tanks, which saved the East Ger-

man Stalinists at that time.

In the incipient proletarian political

revolution that began in the fall of 1989,

we called for the founding of workers

and soldiers councils, like those in Russia

in October 1917. Workers from factories

came to us. asking how to do that. Well,

in a factory you would elect delegates

who are recallable, who don't get paid

more than the average worker and who

are responsible to decide policy in the

workers councils, i.e., how to prevent the

sell-off of a factory, how to stop the fas-

cists and protect neighborhoods of for-

eign workers, and ultimately how to gov-

ern the whole society. These councils

would come to be the organs of the prole-

tarian dictatorship, deciding what to pro-

duce, how much to produce, etc.

In the DDR there were factory militias,

the Kampfgruppen (fighting groups).

They had been set up to prevent another

1953, but they saw themselves as defend-

ers of the workers slate on the factory

level. There were detachments in every

factory, with access even to heavy arma-

ments, like artillery and tanks. In Novem-
ber 1989, when the SED party organiza-

tions disappeared at the factory level, the

Kampfgruppen had the very real poten-

tial to become the crystallizing point for

a proletarian political revolution.

My father was in the Kampfgruppen
Around 1988, they didn’t only train how
to defend their factory against saboteurs

or to fight an invasion by NATO, but also

how to break up demonstrations. There

was great uneasiness about that. My
father told me his detachment didn't like

that at all. In early October 1989, when
I went to my first demonstration, you
would check out before you joined a

demo what the Kampfgruppen units were

discussing among each other, to check

out if they were ready to move against

the demonstration. They were not. So it

was a pretty conscious decision by the

Stalinists to dissolve these units in early

December 1989 and thus to disarm the

working class.

Because of our propaganda, units of

the East German Army, the National

People’s Army, founded soldiers commit-

tees. Some of these committees circulated

Arprekorr inside the army. It was those

units the panicky Stalinists dissolved

While at the Treptow demonstration,

a delegate of a soldiers committee heard

our speech and went up to the stage,

saying "You call for soldiers councils—
Well, here I am, I want to speak " But

the Stalinists would not let him speak.

We recruited a number of comrades
in East Germany out of such soldiers

committees.

[TO BE CONTINUED]
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Diallo Trial...
(continuedfrom page 12)

sentenced to poverty and misery by a

system that no longer has any use for

them as a reserve army of labor. But the

fundamental purpose of the machinery of

capitalist state repression—the cops, the

courts, the prisons— is to suppress the

social power of the one force in this soci-

ety that does have the power to prevail

against racist American capitalism—the

multiracial working class. The identity of

interests of labor and the ghetto and bar-

rio masses against capitalist state repres-

sion was brought home with a vengeance

last December with the massive assault

on the Transport Workers Union (TWU),
when both Giuliani and the Democratic

stale attorney general brought down court

injunctions outlawing even use of the

word "strike" while thousands of cops

surrounded transit locations.

Giuliani—who turned Harlem into an

armed camp occupied by thousands of

cops in response to a “Million Youth

March" by a couple of thousand people

two years ago—now has the entire New
York police force -on full alert to “re-

spond” to any outbreak of protest over the

Diallo verdict. The capitalist rulers are

dead set on preventing the sort of uphea-

val of multiracial plebeian outrage that

erupted in Los Angeles in 1992 following

the acquittal of the cops who beat Rodney

King. When the LAPD and National

Guard occupied South-Central L.A.,

leaving at least 58 dead in their wake, we
agitated among the unions for "work

stoppages and mass mobilizations to soli-

darize with and defend the black commu-
nity as the LAPD looks to spill more
blood to ‘celebrate’ their racist victory

over Rodney King" (WV No. 55
1 .

1 5 May
1992).

Bourgeois commentators noted at the

time that the L A. upheaval which

*
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CIVIL WAR!

liberation
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Spartacist League/Labor Black League at March 1999 New York City Hall

protest over Diallo killing.

enthused: “They’ve got more Bronx jur-

ors here in Albany than they would’ve

had in The Bronx" (New York Post, 2 Feb-

ruary). Liberal columnist Jimmy Brest in

had a much belter take than this supposed

"black community leader" when he wrote

in a Newsday (16 February) column:
"To have the trial go on without race as

the central issue is like having a sky

without stars.

"Yet that is what they are doing with this

case. They act as if it is only normal for

while cops to shoot a black like Amadou
Diallo...

"If Diallo were white and living at 215
East 68th Street, would he have been

shot for looking out the door?"

For his part, Sharpton pushes illusions

that whatever happens in Albany, justice

for Diallo’s killers will be dispensed by

President Bill Clinton’s Justice Depart-

ment and the federal courts. Even as the

travesty in Albany is taking place, Haitian

immigrant Abner Louima is being tor-

mented as (hough he were the criminal in

case of Diallo and countless victims of

racist cop terror before him illustrate,

there is no justice in the capitalist courts.

Z

ossmm- Dtc

R'-rAgi

it: for

LIST

'M

resounded around the country was as

much about class as it was about race,

reflecting the growing class divide. Today
the gap between rich and poor has grown
far wider. In a society where corporate

CEOs flaunt salaries 150 times greater

than that of the average industrial worker,

the ruling class is well aware of the seeth-

ing discontent that is building at the bot-

tom. This is what lies behind the augmen-
tation and increasing deployment of the

forces of state repression—to keep a lid

on any social struggle lest it spark a con-
flagration.

At the same time the capitalist rulers

are determined to maintain illusions in

the "democracy" of this system and in

the capitalist state as some kind of "neu-

tral" arbiter representing the interests of

all Preaching that message is the Rever-

end Al Sharpton. Far from opposing the

police, Sharpton seeks to refurbish the

image of the racist strikebreaking cops.

The 10-point program of “police reform"

he promoted during last year’s protests,

along with Local 1199 head Dennis
Rivera, was aimed at “cleaning up" the

most flagrantly racist excesses of the

NYPD in order to make the police a

more effective force of capitalist "law
and order.” This program even called for

a pay raise for the cops!

Now, when four black people were
selected for the Albany jury. Sharpton

January 17:

Al Sharpton hustles
black vote for

Democratic Party

Senate candidate
Hillary Clinton,

supporter of racist

death penalty, axing
of welfare.

a federal courtroom where his sadistic

cop torturers are supposedly on trial.

Last year, Sharpton sought to contain

the mass outrage over the Diallo killing

through daily protests at One Police Plaza

where various celebrities and Democratic

Party politicians were led off in carefully

stage-managed arrests that had all the

reality of theater of the absurd. But now
Sharpton is walking more of a tightrope as

he seeks to win his spurs as a Democratic
Party power broker, particularly in sup-

porting the Senate bid of Hillary Clinton,

a supporter of the racist death penalty and

the axing of welfare whose campaign is

also being promoted by the bulk of the

NYC labor bureaucracy. Even such tame

protests as those at One Police Plaza

could upset this electoral apple cart. Out-

side the Albany courthouse, Sharpton

declared. "We are coming to have prayer

meetings, not civil disobedience"
But as the ghettos and barrios seethe

with anger, even attempts to blow off

some steam could explode. The anger

was evident when over 200 people

turned out for a community meeting in

Manhattan on February 17 organized by

Sharpton's National Action Network and

other groups. But that anger was accom-
panied by demands for “a real police

review board" and calls to jail the killer

cops—i.e., appealing to the racist rulers

to punish their own lured guns. As the

Break with the Democrats!
Build a Workers Party!

This system of racist capitalist injustice

cannot be cleaned up The Diallo trial has

been permeated with the contempt of

the cops and their capitalist masters for

the inner-city masses. The largely black

and Hispanic working-class Soundview

neighborhood where Diallo lived and

died was portrayed as enemy territory, a

“no man's land." The cops could have

gone for a non-jury bench trial in the

Bronx. But the judge that had been

selected was a black woman. And the

cops and their masters knew that even as

a judge this black woman could easily

have been on the receiving end of police

harassment herself at some time. That's

when the trial was moved to Albany,

where prisons are a cottage industry and

the jury pool would come from a mostly

while population with connections to

cops and prison guards.

Every black person in New York City

knows it could just as easily have been

them as Amadou Diallo. That is why our

call for labor protest against racist cop

terror last year struck such a deep chord

particularly among the ranks of the pow-
erful Transport Workers Union, which

includes thousands of black and Hispanic

workers. But the union tops are so cra-

venly beholden to the capitalist rulers that

they agreed to help enforce a strikebreak-

ing injunction against their own union. If

they are unwilling even to confront the

capitalist state in defense of their own
union, they can hardly be relied on to lead

a labor mobilization against cop terror!

When 50,000 city workers turned out last

May 12 in the largest labor rally in NYC
in decades, the labor bureaucracy used

Prop 21...
(continuedfrom page 3)

this initiative" (Socialist Action, February

2000).

Unlike liberals who strive to conjure a

more "humane" facade for capitalist bar-

barism. we understand that brutal racial

oppression is a foundation stone of Amer-
ican capitalism. Racism is an essential

tool to keep black, white. Latino and

Asian working people and youth pitted

against each other so they won't unite

against the whole system.

As the rich get richer and the poor get

poorer in today’s America, explosive

pressures build at the bottom of society

and the capitalists build up the repressive

machinery of the slate, with the racist

death penalty at its pinnacle. The ultimate

target is the working class, which has the

social power, leading all the oppressed, to

smash capitalist rule. Following the L A.

rebellion of 1992, when the oppressed

multiracial urban population took to the

streets in outrage over acquittal of the

cops who beat Rodney King, the ruling

class intensified police-state terror in the

ghettos and strengthened the powers of
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that protest as a vehicle for promoting

Democratic Party politicians and embrac-

ing the police “unions," refurbishing the

image of the racist strikebreaking cops in

the wake of the Diallo killing. To unleash

labor’s power requires a break with the

capitalist Democrats and the fight for a

class-struggle leadership of the unions

committed to the forging of a workers

party.

Black people are in their overwhelm-
ing majority working people. Working

people need a party that fights for their

interests, against strikebreaking and racist

terror, against poverty and all-sided

oppression—not a party that makes
empty promises once every four years

come election time, but a party that mobi-

lizes labor/black power in the factories

and on the streets. We need a party that

understands that the fight against racist

oppression means a fight to get rid of the

capitalist ruling class which foments

racism to divide the working class and

maintain its profits and class rule. We
need a party based on the understanding

that the fundamental division in this racist

society is not by skin color but between

two counterposed classes—the small

handful who own all the means of pro-

duction and the vast majority who must

sell their labor power in order to survive.

WV Photo

14 December 1999: TWU Local 100
headquarters surrounded by cops
unleashed to enforce strikebreaking
injunctions imposed by Mayor Giuli-

ani and Democratic state attorney
general Eliot Spitzer.

We need a multiracial revolutionary

workers party with the understanding that

the capitalist state cannot be pressured or

reformed to serve the interests of the

workers and the oppressed but rather

must be smashed through a socialist rev-

olution that sweeps away the racist capi-

talist system and erects in its place a

workers government where those who
labor rule.

the INS to brutalize, imprison and deport

immigrants. With minorities, unions and
youth in their cross hairs, they are waging
war against the rights and lives of all of us.

The question is: how to fight back and
wage our own struggle for everything that

working people and youth need and
deserve? The capitalist slate is not a neu-

tral body that can be pressured to act in

the interest of the oppressed, as the liber-

als believe, but an instrument based on
special bodies of armed men—the cops,

the courts, the prisons—for the repression

of the working people in the interests of
the handful of capitalists who appropriate

the wealth created by workers’ labor.

Defenders of labor, minorities, and dem-
ocratic rights must oppose Prop. 21 and
all other extensions of the murderous,
racist, union-busting state apparatus. But

it will take a socialist revolution to make
possible what working-class and minor-

ity youth need: jobs for all. free quality

education and health care, the end to

exploitation and all forms of racial and
social oppression The Spartaeus Youth
Clubs fight to win students and young
workers to the program of building the

revolutionary, multiracial workers party

essential for this struggle. Join us!b
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There Is No Justice in the Capitalist Courts!

Diallo Trial: Whitewash of Racist

Capitalist Repression
FEBRUARY 22—A year after Amadou
Diallo was killed in a hail of 41 bullets,

the message from the Albany “trial" of

the cops who gunned him down was put

simply and bluntly: the cops were simply

“doing their job" as a racist occupying

army in the ghettos and barrios. Diallo

was black, and thus he was automatically

a suspect to the Street Crime Unit cops

who are trained to shoot first and ask

questions later and did just that to this

unarmed man, guilty of nothing more

than looking out his door. If Diallo had

been killed with one bullet, he would

simply have been another statistic in the

racist “war on crime.” The problem for

the rulers was that the volley of bullets

that cut him down was potentially dam-
aging to the authority of the forces of

“law and order” beyond the inner cities.

So they stage-managed a trial, moved it

from the Bronx to Albany and scripted it

to whitewash the cops. Whatever the ver-

dict, the message is clear—being black

in America means being branded a crim-

inal to be targeted for harassment, brutal-

ity and death at the hands of the cops.

An editorial in the Amsterdam News
by publisher emeritus William Tatum,

titled “The Diallo Trial, or Cops Crying

a River of Blood,” provides a measure of

the fear and loathing of the racist cops

among the black population as a whole.

This voice of the black middle-class

establishment, which only last October

January 31, Albany:
Outrage over

death-squad-style
NYPD execution of

Amadou Diallo at

protest outside trial

of killer cops.

AP photos

sought to keep black people in New York

City in line by filing an amicus brief on

behalf of the KKK’s “right" to organize

for racist terror, today declares:

"Usually it has been our view that some-
how justice would prevail, and we coun-
selled our readers to give justice a

chance. It was true in the murder of

Michael Stewart. Gavin Cato, Eleanor

Bumpers and Yusef Hawkins We hoped
against hope always that this criminal

justice system would work in the best

interest of everyone—at least once in a

while. That has not been the case at all.

We have found us, as a people, on the

business end of the kind of slick wielded

by Justin Volpe in the sodomizing of
Abner Louima."

Tatum opines: “We will not do any-

thing about it except yell, scream, shout,

march and pray.” Here is an expression of

the despair of the black middle class who
thought that maybe they could make it in

capitalist America and who have sought

to keep the peace by corralling black peo-

ple behind the Democratic Party. Last

year, the black Democrats headed by Al

Sharpton desperately tried to quell the

mass outrage over the killing of Diallo

and channel it into electoral pressure poli-

tics. The Spartacist League and the Labor

Black League affiliated with the SL
fought for labor-centered mass protest.

Warning “Beware Democratic Party Hus-

tlers—Enemies of Labor, Blacks" (WV
No. 710, 2 April 1999), we wrote:

"The mass outrage against the cops does

need an organized political expression.

Not one aimed at strengthening the hand

of the Democrats, the political tool of the

very capitalist rulers whose interests the

cops 'serve and protect,' but one which
provides a proletarian class axis that can
weld the social power of the multiracial

working class to the anger of the inner

city through mass labor-centered protest

against cop terror....

"There will be no end to police brutality

short of the destruction of the system of

capitalist exploitation and racist oppres-

sion which the cops serve as armed
guard dogs. But a massive mobilization

of labor would give the cops some pause....

Bringing that kind of social power to

bear in a mass protest against cop terror

would be a big step toward imbuing the

working class with the understanding

that its interests are inseparably linked to

the defense of the ghettos and barrios

and the fight for black freedom."

Sharpton Fronts for

Racist Rulers

Police terror in the inner cities is aimed

at a population which has already been

continued on page 1
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Hidalgo, Mexico Campus Strike

Villagers Seize Strikebreaking Cops

.

AFP El Sol de Mdxlco
Tepatepec, Mexico, February 19: Cops held in town square after villagers repulsed police attack on El Mexe student
strikers, disarming cops and setting their cars ablaze.

On February 19, the villagers of Fran-

cisco Madero, in the state of Hidalgo

north of Mexico City, erupted in just

outrage against the notoriously brutal and

corrupt Public Security riot police dramat-

ically seizing 68 cops who had violently

Free Jailed UNAM and

El Mexe Militants!

raided a rural teachers college occupied

by student strikers since January 5. The
strike at the El Mexe Rural Normal
School, against "reforms" which would
force more than two-thirds of the student

body out. was inspired by the months-
long strike at Mexico City’s National

Autonomous University (UNAM). The
UNAM strike has sparked upheavals
around the country despite intense gov-

ernment repression culminating in a full-

scale invasion of the campus by federal

police two weeks ago. But the student

struggle that propelled the villagers to

fight back was clearly just the tip of the

iceberg, galvanizing seething discontent

within Mexican society. As the father of

one of the arrested UNAM strikers told

CNN News. “Instead of giving Mexico
education, they are oppressing the coun-

try and forcing it into revolution."

In the dawn cop attack at HI Mexe. 1 76
students were arrested and hundreds of

people, including old women and chil-

dren, were beaten by an army of 1.000

cops, only three hours after 750 other stu

dents, from El Mexe as well as other

continued on page 9
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Amadou Diallo’s Killers Walk

Capitalist “Justice”

Means Racist Murder
The February 25 acquittal of the four

cops who cut down Amadou Diallo last

year was no more an aberration of the

capitalist "justice" system than was the

death-squad-style execution itself. A col-

umnist in the black New Jersey weekly

newspaper City News (I March) told the

harsh truth: "While many say that the

justice system did not work, it is patently

not true. It worked, as it always does, in

favor of four white cops who slaughtered

Diallo"

Front the Soundvievv section of the

Bronx the night the verdict came down
to Midtown Manhattan the next day and

into the following week, thousands have

taken to the streets to express their out-

rage and demand justice. But the Diallo

case starkly illuminates that there can be

no justice for black people and working

people under this capitalist system—for

the simple reason that it is organized

against them By the standards of bour-

geois legality, the cops were not guilty of

any crime when they gunned down the

22-year-old unarmed black man. They
were doing the job they are paid to do
under racist capitalism.

The sadistic police beating of Rodney
King in L.A. in l

l)9l and the depraved

sexual torture of Abner Louima in a

Brooklyn precinct house in 1997 ulti-

mately led to the conviction of some of

the cops involved (including a March 6
conviction of three of Louima's torturers

on federal "obstruction ofjustice" charges).

Police beatings and torture are standard

operating procedure. But those cops got

caught out perpetrating acts that couldn’t

be justified under the bourgeoisie’s “code
of conduct" for the police. The cops who
shot down Amadou Diallo were going by

the book, and walked.

The judge instructed the jury that the

cops had the right and duty to shoot

Diallo in “self-defense" if they thought

he was reaching for a gun when he
pulled out his wallet. But if anyone had
a right to use a gun in self-defense that

night it was Diallo, who saw four armed
white assailants rushing at him as he
stood in the vestibule of his own apart-

ment building. The prosecution did not

make this obvious point in its case

against Diallo’s killers because they all

agree that the capitalist state’s monopoly
Of armed violence is sacrosanct.

Among those arrested in Soundview
for protesting the night of the verdict

was 23-year-old Malcolm Ferguson. Five

days later, a cop shot Ferguson through

the head at pointblank range barely two
blocks from where Diallo had been exe-

cuted. Ferguson’s former employer bit-

terly declared, “This is the projects, but

that doesn’t make them animals." Mayor
Giuliani and the cops said Ferguson
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Break with the Democrats—
For a Workers Party to Fight for Socialist Revolution!
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WV Photo
Up to 8,000 people marched through Midtown Manhattan on February 26 to protest acquittal of four cops who gunned
down Amadou Diallo last year.

deserved to die because he had a rap

sheet. Diallo got killed because he

looked "suspicious." In the eyes of the

racist cops, a black man in the ghetto is

automatically on their hit list.

One Queens resident voiced a senti-

ment widely expressed in the wake of

the Diallo verdict when she wrote to the

New York Times (28 February), "As an

African-American woman. 1 have just

had my belief system shattered. 1 can

no longer believe that the institutions

that are in place are there to protect me
and mine." They aren’t The institutions

in place—the cops, the courts, the pris-

ons—are there to “protect and serve" the

tiny class of capitalists who derive their

wealth from the exploitation of the work-

ing people.

What is to be done? The preachers and

politicians who argue that the cops can

be “reformed.” that things would be dif-

ferent if there were more black and
Latino cops, that the Feds are going to

"clean up" the racist police are selling

you a bill of goods. Their purpose is to

try to preserve the authority of capitalist

"law and order."

The truth is that there will be no end
to police brutality until the capitalist

system it serves is uprooted through a

proletarian socialist revolution. The pur-

pose of the Spartacist League and the

Labor Black League for Social Defense
is to build a party that represents the

interests of the working class—cham-
pioning the cause of black freedom and
the rights of all those who have been

consigned to the bottom of this society

—

and that will lead the necessary hard-

fought struggle to establish the class rule

of the proletariat. As the SL speaker said

at a March 1 NYC forum on the lessons

to be drawn from the Diallo trial:

“The answer to racist cop terror is the

dictatorship of the millions of workers,
with black workers in leading positions,

over the few thousand capitalists, seizing

the forces of production and building a

socialist society—a society which will

wipe out poverty, exploitation, hunger,
homelessness, racial oppression and
racist terror The working class is the
force that can establish such a society.

continued on page 8

Gutlerrez/New York Times
March 1: Residents of Bronx Soundview neighborhood take to the streets in
anger over cop killing of Malcolm Ferguson five days after Diallo verdict.



Diallo Trial: Racist Killer Cops Acquitted

There Is No Justice in the Capitalist Courts!
FEBRUARY 25—They shot

down and killed Amadou
Diallo. an unarmed black

man, in a barrage of 41 bul-

lets. And today these four

cops, part of the Street

Crimes Unit which rampag-

es through the ghettos and

barrios under the slogan, "We Own the

Night," walked out of court free men.

The arguments by the attorneys for the

police, the role played by the prosecution

in whitewashing the cops, the judge's

four-hour instructions to the jury and

now the verdict itself are all blatant

statements of what we in the Labor

Black League for Social Defense have

been saying from the start: There is no

justice in the capitalist courts!

Written in the blood of Amadou Diallo.

the message is loud and clear. For the

capitalist rulers of this society, the cops

were simply “doing their job" as a racist

No Illusions in Feds, Democrats!

For Black Liberation Through Socialist Revolution!

Statement of the New York Labor Black League for Social Defense and the Spartacist League

occupying army in the inner cities. The

rights of citizenship that are supposed-

ly granted to all in this society under

the U S. constitution—the right to bear

arms, to free speech and assembly

—

have been redefined to apply only to the

cops whose purpose is to “serve and pro-

tect" the interests of the tiny rich, white

minority who own and control the enor-

mous wealth of this society against the

vast majority at the bottom. It’s the

21st century version of the Dred Scott

decision: the black population in the ghet-

tos have no rights that the cops are

bound to respect. And it’s one that vicious

* -m . Women’s Emancipation and

‘'V. Proletarian Power

On 8 March 1917, International Women's

y Day, a strike of women textile workers in

Petrograd set off the revolutionary upsurge

that culminated in the Bolshevik-led Octo-

ber Revolution and the creation of the first

workers state. The Bolsheviks established

full democratic rights for women and. un-

derstanding that the oppression of women is

TROTSKY rooted in the institution of the family, sought LENIN
to replace it through socialization of house-

work and childcare. Impoverished and isolated, the young Soviet stale was not able to

fully realize these aims, which require a planned socialist economy on an international

scale. The counterrevolutionary destruction of the Soviet Union in 1991-92, and the

misery this has meant for women and the working class as a whole, underscores again

that the fight for women 's liberation is an integral part of the struggle for new October

Revolutions around the world.

Bourgeois democracy proclaims in words a whole series of freedoms, but from the

oppressed these freedoms are safeguarded by five locks and seven seals. Among other

things, bourgeois democracy has often declared that people are equal irrespective of

sex, creed, race, and nationality. Proudly has the pledge been given that under the

bourgeois democratic system all are equals: women and men; whites, yellows, and

blacks; Europeans and Asiatics; Buddhists, Christians, and Jews. In reality, the bour-

geoisie has failed to carry out these pledges. During the imperialist epoch, there has

been all over the world a terrible increase in racial and national oppression. But even as

concerns women, bourgeois democracy is far from having realised equality....

The Soviet Power is the first to have realised such equality in all departments of life:

in marriage, in the family, in political affairs, etc. In all things, throughout Soviet Rus-

sia. women are the equals of men....

We have learned above that the really important matter is not the right that is written

on paper, but the possibility of realising a right in practice. How can a working woman
effectively realise her rights when she has to devote so much lime to housekeeping,

must go to the market and wait her turn there, must do the family washing, must look

after her children, must bear the heavy burden of all this domestic drudgery?

The aim of the Soviet Republic and of our parly must be, to deliver working women
from such slavery, to free the working woman from these obsolete and antediluvian

conditions. The organisation of house communes (not places in which people will

wrangle, but places in which they will live like human beings) with central wash-

houses; the organisation of communal kitchens; the organisation of communal nurser-

ies, kindergartens, playgrounds, summer colonies for children, schools with communal

dining rooms, etc.—such are the things which will enfranchise woman, and will make
it possible for her to interest herself in all those matters which now interest the proletar-

ian man.

—Nikolai Bukharin and Evgeny Preobrazhensky, The ABC of Communism (1922)
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racist mayor Giuliani is itching to enforce

as he mobilizes his cops on full alert.

Al Sharpton is preaching that the fed-

eral government will intervene and turn

this verdict around. Tell that to Abner

Louima who has been made to relive his

hideous torture at the hands of the cops

on the stand of a federal investigation.

The Democratic Party Clinton admin-

istration has poured thousands more cops

onto the streets while condemning hun-

dreds of thousands of women and chil-

dren to starvation by “ending welfare as

we know it." And if you want to see an

“investigation” by Janet Reno's Justice

Department look no further than the

incinerated corpses of 86 men, women
and children of the racially integrated

Branch Davidian religious sect in Waco,

Texas, who were sent to a Fiery death on

Reno’s order in 1993.

Sharpton's appeals for "justice" to the

agencies of capitalist injustice are

designed to try to stupefy black people,

the working class and all the opponents of

cop terror. That’s what he did last year too

when, together with other black Demo-
cratic Party officials and trade-union

bureaucrats, Sharpton sought to channel

the mass outrage over the

Diallo killing into electoral

pressure politics. Sharpton

and Dennis Rivera, presi-

dent of SEIU Local 1199,

came up with a ten-point

program to “reform" the

cops—including a demand

that the killer cops get a raise in pay!

No one heard Sharpton or Rivera raise

a peep in protest when New York transit

workers, who were Fighting to get their

pay raised, were met with strikebreaking

injunctions by Democratic Party state

attorney general Eliot Spitzer and Repub-

lican mayor Giuliani. At the same time,

the union tops are busy gladhanding

police “unions" and organizing cops,

prison guards and other armed servants of

the capitalist state. We say: cops and pris-

on guards out of the unions!

The cops can’t be reformed. Their job

is to operate as the armed enforcers for

the rule of racist American capitalism.

The Feds aren’t going to help you—they

are the central executive committee of

this whole system of cop terror. Nor are

the cops going to be “controlled by the

community" for the simple reason that

they are servants of a ruling class whose

profits are derived from the exploitation

of labor and the racist oppression of

blacks, immigrants and all minorities.

Against Sharpton and the labor mis-

leaders who seek to lie the working class,

Irlack people and all the oppressed to their

continued on page 9

S/MKPJOAf/AClO

tolU OEFTNO
^ T,

WKiANJuarrs! .

lABOKlB/ACKS Wd 1

STOP I
1,,r"

6® IHf K/AVf
SFAKr^r
L£Ae.ue

J,

ar r

WV Photo

23 October 1999: Labor/black mobilization rode KKK out of New York City,

gave organized expression to accumulated anger over Diallo killing and other

attacks on NYC workers and minorities.

Mexico UNAM Strike

Donate $ to

Free Student Militants!
MARCH 7—As we go to press, up

to two hundred student strikers

swept up last month in the Mexican

government’s repression of the hard-

fought UNAM strike still languish in

jail. Yesterday, up to 250 students and

parents occupied the main UNAM
administration (rectory) building to

dramatize the demand for the immedi-

ate release of the imprisoned strikers.

The government deployed a Federal

Police unit near the campus ready to

break the occupation, and UNAM rec-

tor De la Fuenle has threatened legal

charges against the students. The
International Communist League de-

mands: Hands off the student protest-

ers! Free all the UNAM strikers now'

The UNAM strikers, as well as

activists from El Mexe teachers col-

lege (where villagers seized 68 cops

after a police raid on the campus—see

WV No. 730. 25 February) and high

school students, have been impris-

oned on a variety of serious, trumped-

up charges for the “crime" of Fight-

ing to defend public education. Some
face long sentences, and 86 high

school students arrested at the UNAM-
affiliated Prepa 3 on February I still

have not been released. Many of these

students cannot make the exorbitant

bail demanded by the government.

Reports indicate that many of the pris-

oners are ill and are being denied med-

ical attention, and that there have been

incidents of torture.

The ten-month UNAM strike, pro-

voked by the administration’s attempt

to purge poor and working-class youth

through tuition hikes, grew into a

wider social struggle, spreading from
Mexico City around the country. The
lens of thousands of courageous stu-

dents and workers who participated in

the strike and in huge support rallies

were lighting for all those oppressed

and dispossessed by capitalism, and it

is our revolutionary internationalist

duty to raise funds to help get them

out of Mexico’s dungeons. Every dol-

lar you send could make a differ-

ence! Send contributions, earmarked

"UNAM strikers." to: Partisan De-
fense Committee. P.O. Box 99, Canal

Street Station, New York, NY 10013.
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Forge a Trotskyist Party! For Workers Revolution!

Indonesia at the Flashpoint
The following article is reprinted from

Australasian Spartacist No. 170 (Autumn
2000). newspaper ofthe Spartacist League

of Australia. Since this article appeared,

former military chief Wiranto has been
suspended from office.

SPARTACIST
FEBRUARY 10—Indonesia is a mine-

field on the verge of explosion Two years

ago the brutal 30-year military dictator-

ship of Suharto fell amid great social

turmoil. Desperate to stabilise their rule,

the bourgeoisie, under pressure from

the imperialists, stage-managed an elec-

tion last June. Five months later, after

much horse trading, Abdurrahman Wahid,

former leader of Indonesia’s largest

Islamic organisation, Nahdatul Ulama,
was installed as president. The Javanese

chauvinist Megawati Sukarnoputri and
Muslim leader Amien Rais, “opposition”

politicians who served as props for the

military dictatorship, are now vice presi-

dent and chairman of the “People’s Con-
sultative Assembly” respectively. Suharto

is gone, but imperialist subjugation, the

repressive bourgeoisie and their bloody

military thugs remain.

On January 31, with Wahid in Europe
drumming up foreign aid, an official

government inquiry announced its “dis-

covery” of what has been known to

all: the then-chief of the armed forces,

Wiranto. along with other high-ranking

officers, was responsible for "meticu-

lously. systematically and on a large

scale” terrorising the people of East Timor.

The Indonesian military and the capitalist

class they serve are indeed drenched in

the blood of countless victims, from the

torture and murder of students, leftists

and workers to repeated massacres in

East Timor. Aceh and elsewhere.

From afar Wahid responded to the

“finding” by demanding Wiranto resign

from his “civilian" cabinet post as Co-
ordinating Minister for Political Affairs

and Security—in return for a pardon and

"forgiveness.” Ignoring Wahid’s repeated

pleas, Wiranto has refused to step down.

With the possibility of a coup in the air,

the widespread belief that the military

was loosening its grip on society is

revealed for what it is, a fiction.

Indonesia is riven by national, religious

and class divisions. The devastating

1997-98 economic crisis and brutal Inter-

national Monetary Fund (IMF)-dictated

austerity catapulted 100 million people

into dire poverty. Under conditions of

extreme impoverishment enforced by the

yoke of imperialist exploitation, this

Reuters

Christian-owned buildings on island of Lombok burned down by Muslims
amid communalist atrocities on both sides. Two years after fall of dictator
Suharto, Indonesia continues to be rocked by ethnic bloodletting, national
struggles and clashes between cops and student protesters demanding
democratic reforms.

AFP

prison house of peoples, artificially held

together by military repression, threatens

to fracture on the faultlines created by

over three centuries of brutal Dutch colo-

nialism and upheld by the domestic ruling

class since independence. Fuelled by re-

sentment of the Javanese-centred bour-

geoisie, long-simmering struggles against

national oppression are boiling over. In

Aceh, at the northern tip of Sumatra,

where the army has killed thousands in

the last decade, one million demonstrated

for independence last November. At the

other end of the sprawling archipelago,

in West Papua (Irian Jaya)—annexed by

Indonesia in 1963—pro-independence

demonstrators who raise their flag have

been shot by the army. At the same time

Spartacist^ Forums

Diallo Trial: Racist Killer Cops Acquitted-—

There Is No Justice in the Capitalist Courts!

Thursday, March 9, 6:30 p.m.
Laney College, Room A140

OAKLAND For more information, call (510) 839-0851 or (415) 395-9520

Women and the French Revolution—
A Marxist Analysis

Thursday, March 23, 7:30 p.m.
NYU School of Law, Vanderbilt Hall

Rm. 218, 40 Washington Sq South

(near Sullivan St., take any train to W 4th St.)

Saturday, March 25, 3 p.m.
The New St. Clair Restaurant

93 Smith St., Brooklyn

(at Atlantic Ave . take any train to Borough Hall)

NEW YORK CITY For more information, call (212) 267-1025

savage communalist bloodletting has

broken out in Ambon and other parts of

the Moluccas.

The Australian-led military occupation

of East Timor has strengthened the grip

of imperialism in the region while greatly

intensifying Javanese nationalism. We of

the Spartacist League, Australian section

of the International Communist League,

say “Au^tralian/UN Imperialist Troops

Out of East Timor!” Opposing all imperi-

alist intervention in East Timor, above all

that of our “own" imperialist ruling class,

we fight for internationalist unity of the

proletarians of the region against the

capitalist rulers. In Indonesia this means
forging a Trotskyist party that com-
bats the dominant Javanese chauvinism

and the subjugation of all the national

and religious minorities while oppos-

ing imperialist intervention. Independ-

ence now for East Timor!

Indonesia and
Permanent Revolution

Student activists in Indonesia call for
"
reformasi i.e., for a parliamentary

bourgeois democracy. But in economi-

cally backward, dependent countries sad-

dled by imperialist exploitation and

grinding poverty, this is a pipedream. In

imperialist countries such as Australia or

America, bourgeois democracy is predi-

cated on some of the plunder extracted

from countries like Indonesia being used

to bribe sections of the population, pur-

chasing a degree of (temporary) class and

social peace. As Leon Trotsky, a leader

with V I. Lenin of the 1917 workers rev-

olution in Russia, explained in Marxism in

Our Time (1939): “In its expanded mani-

festation bourgeois democracy became,

and continues to remain, a form of gov-

ernment accessible only to the most aris-

tocratic and the most exploitive nations.

Ancient democracy was based on slavery,

imperialist democracy—on the spoliation

of colonies."

But capitalism has created its potential

gravedigger in the proletariat. The work-
ing class in Indonesia has grown explo-

sively in recent decades. Starting in the

mid-1980s, huge factory zones were

built—largely by foreign capital—trans-

forming rural towns and small cities in

East and West Java and northern Sumatra

into massive concentrations of industrial

production. In recent years these workers,

including a vital component of militant

women, have begun to flex their muscles.

Waves of strikes marked Suharto’s May
1998 ouster, as well as the June 1999

elections, often in the face of severe state

repression. In December 8,000 workers at

two Nike factories in Tangerang protested

for larger holiday bonuses and the right to

elect their own union leaders while 3,000

garment workers in Semarang, East Java,

demonstrated for higher wages.

The combative, young Indonesian pro-

letariat urgently needs a revolutionary

Trotskyist leadership, a party like the

Bolsheviks, which can point the way
continued on page 6

Spartacus Youth Club Class Series

BAY AREA
Thursday, March 16. 7 p.m.

Russia October 1917:
The Working Class Takes Power

UC Berkeley. Dwinelle, Room 179
Information and readings: (510) 839-0851

or (415) 395-9520

CHICAGO
Saturday, March 11,3 p.m,

The Russian Revolution:
The Working Class Comes to Power

328 S. Jefferson St., Suite 904
(near Clinton stop on Blue Line)

Information and readings. (312) 454-4930
or spartacist@iname.com

NEW YORK
Tuesday, March 21. 7 p.m.

Trotskyism vs. Stalinism:

The Revolution Betrayed

NYU, Thompson Center, Basement
238 Thompson St. (near W. 3rd St.)

Information and readings (212) 267-1025

TORONTO
Thursday, March 23, 7 p.m.

Anglo Chauvinism and Canadian
Capitalism: Why Marxists Advocate

Quebec Independence

U of T. International Student Centre
33 St. George St. (north of College St.)

For room and information: (416) 593-4138
or spartcan@on.aibn com

VANCOUVER
Tuesday, March 21, 7 p.m.

Pro-Capitalist NDP Rules
tor the Bosses—Leninism vs.

Social Democracy

University of British Columbia
Student Union Building. Rm. 215

Information and readings: (604) 687-0353

Visit the ICL

Web Site!

www.icl-fi.org
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Revolution vs. Counterrevolution

in Germany
,
1989-90

Spartakisl

250,000-strong protest in January 1990 at Soviet war memorial in

East Berlin’s Treptow Park was initiated by Spartakist’s call,

“Stop the Nazis Through United Front Action!” Below: German
nationalists in Dresden mobilized for capitalist reunification

under slogan “Germany One Fatherland.”

Der Spiegel

We publish below the concluding pari

of a presentation given at Spartucisi

League public meetings in New York.

Chicago and the San Francisco Day Area

in late January and early February. The

speaker was comrade Steffen Singer, edi-

tor of Spartakisl, publication of the Spar-

takist Workers Party (SpAD). German
section of the International Communist

League. Part One was published in WV
No. 730 (25 February).

PART TWO
In our intervention in East Germany

[DDR] in 1989-90, we called for a new
Leninist-egalitarian party. In early De-

cember 1989, there was a week-long

extraordinary party congress of the SED
[Socialist Unity Partyl, the Stalinist rul-

ing party. They threw out the old leader-

ship and added to their old name "Party

of Democratic Socialism” (PDS). This

strengthened the illusion of many pro-

communist workers and rank-and-file

SED members that the SED/PDS, as it

was now called, was refomiable. But it

wasn't. The new heroes of the new lead-

ership—Gregor Gysi, Lothar Bisky and

Hans Modrow—were the Social Demo-
crats Karl Kautsky and Eduard Bernstein,

who opposed and fought against the Rus-

sian Revolution and derailed the 1918-19

German Revolution. We called for a Len-

inist party to cut against that.

By the term “egalitarian," we made
clear that we were opposed to bureacratic

privileges, that we didn’t want to reform

the old SED, but that we meant a genu-

inely communist party of the working
class. You might wonder why we didn’t

simply call for a Trotskyist party. The
Stalinists had spread the lie for decades
that Trotsky was a social-democratic—or

even fascistic, and I don’t know what
else—counterrevolutionary. We got let-

ters from students and workers saying

“We agree totally with what you write

and also want to fight for that, but how
can you call yourselves Trotskyists?” To
combat and expose the lies spread by the

Stalinists, we put out an issue of Sparta-

cist | German-language edition No. 14,

Winter 1989-90) titled “Trotskyism:

What It Isn’t and What It Is."

Key to the light for revolutionary reu-

nification of Germany, to forge workers

and soldiers councils and a new Leninist-

egalitarian party, was the struggle for pro-

letarian internationalism against all forms

of nationalism and racism. There were
quite a number of foreign workers in the

DDR from Vietnam, Cuba, Mozambique.
Angola, Poland. But they had no citizen-

ship rights. They had to live separately

from the rest of the population, and
although they formally received the same
wages, these were not always paid. If a

Vietnamese woman worker in the DDR
became pregnant, she was sent back to

Vietnam. That was the antithesis of the

kind of workers state the Bolsheviks had
built and that we are fighting for. One of
the first laws enacted in Soviet Russia
after the revolution was that everybody
who lived there and did not exploit work-
ers or peasants had full citizenship rights.

We raised the call, “Full citizenship

rights for all immigrants!" This was key

to fighting against racist divisions within

the working class. In our daily paper

Arprekorr
, we published internationalist

greetings in several languages: Viet-

namese, Portuguese, Polish, Spanish and
also in Russian. These workers could also

provide a living bridge to build the party

and carry the revolution to their home
countries. For that very reason, the Cuban

4

Stalinists ordered all Cuban workers and

students in the DDR to return to Cuba, so

they would not become infected with pro-

letarian political revolution and the idea

of rule by workers councils. Also criti-

cally important was our unconditional

military defense of the Soviet Union.
There was deep pro-Soviet sentiment.

The Red Army had smashed the Nazi

regime and it was essential for defense

against NATO.
But the resonance of our program was

not restricted to East Germany. Immi-
grant workers from Turkey are a strate-

gic sector of the West German working
class, concentrated in strategic indus-

tries. And they are much more alienated

from the West German Social Democ-
racy (SPD], which strengthens the racist

divisions in the working class fomented

by the bourgeois society the SPD de-

fends. To give an example: our West Ber-

lin office was in the headquarters of a

Turkish immigrant group called Halkevi.

They gave us a big part of their office

because they understood that a reunified

German imperialism would mean greatly

increased German nationalism and racist

terror. A successful proletarian political

revolution in the East, to the contrary,

would have been a big blow against

racism and a big step and inspiration for

a social revolution in West Germany.

Another aspect of our proletarian inter-

nationalist struggle was our call for the

revolutionary unity of the German, Polish

and Russian proletariat. Our work toward

the Red Army was one part of that per-

spective. to carry the program of Lenin

and Trotsky back into the Soviet Union.

One has to understand that the DDR was
faced with West German imperialism, one
of the strongest imperialist powers in the

world, and its army, the second-strongest

in NATO. The Red Army and the DDR
army were on the front line facing NATO.
We had a really good reception at Red

Army barracks, where we were met with

great interest and openness. Although I

have to tell you the sales were not easy.

One of our sales teams went to one of the

barracks—they sneaked into it or made a

deal with the officers—and went from
room to room. The soldiers were very

interested and happy, so we easily sold

out of our literature. At the same time, in

every room they would dig out a bottle of

vodka and you would have a drink toast-

ing internationalism, and one for the

defense of the Soviet Union and so on. So
in the end, the team was not only sold out

but totally drunk and none of the com-

rades can remember anymore how they

made it home. We were later invited to

hold forums in Red Army barracks for

officers and soldiers. Our perspective of

bringing Trotskyism to Soviet workers

and soldiers turned into flesh and blood.

Very important was the struggle

against anti-Polish chauvinism, which

there was quite a lot of. You have to know
that the DDR was economically one of

the strongest of the East European de-

formed workers states. There was this

kind of really backward consciousness,

like "We are the best, the others just can't

work right, they cannot organize things,

they are lazy,” and all this kind of gar-

bage. Our internationalist greetings to

Polish workers was very important. In

May 1990 we also published a “Letter to

Polish Workers" which was distributed

in both East Germany and Poland. A
group coming out of the Polish Stalinist

party’s youth organization got a hold of

it. They wrote us back, we came into con-

tact with them, and out of that emerged
our Polish section, the Spartakusowska

Grupa Polski.

Key to our approach to Polish workers

was our uncompromising struggle against

the counterrevolutionary CIA- and Vatican-

sponsored SolidarnosY, which posed as a

union—by the way. the only "union” the

imperialists ever liked. They had just

come to power in the summer of 1 989 and

led a counterrevolution. Just imagine the

impact on East German workers of strikes

breaking out in Poland at that time

against the attacks on the working class

because of the counterrevolution. Or vice

versa, how a successful proletarian polit-

ical revolution would have inspired the

Polish working class to overthrow Soli-

damo.<(5. There was a tradition going back

to Rosa Luxemburg, one of the outstand-

ing revolutionary leaders of the German
working class, who was of Polish Jewish

origin and also a leader of the revolution-

ary Polish workers party.

The Revolutionary Newspaper
In his 1902 polemic What Is To Be

Done?, Lenin explained that the news-
paper is the collective organizer of the

revolutionary party. That’s what you
could see in real life with our daily

Arprekorr and biweekly Spartakisl. With
the first Arprekorr coming out in the

beginning of December, by late Decem-
ber a big part of our work was to send

bundles and bundles of each issue out to

all parts of the DDR. We sold 10,000 to

12,000 Arprekorr a day. Those were
average sales.

Around our mobilization for the Trep-

tow demonstration in January 1990, one
comrade arrived in the East German city

of Rostock, went into a hotel and gave a

speech on the necessity for united-front

actions against the fascists and for the

rule ot workers and soldiers councils The
comrade said that’s why the hotel work-
ers should give us access to a typewriter

and paper, and we need a printer. There
was a huge discussion pro and con. A
maintenance worker came over and told

us, "Room 300 something. There’s a type-

writer. And I know where to get paper for

the leaflet." That's the way our leaflet for

Treptow got printed in Rostock. When
going back to his car. our comrade found
an Arprekorr on the windshield. It be-
came clear: we have a Spartakisl Gruppe
in Rostock. What we had to do was to
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find them and organize (he organizers
of those distributing Arprekorr, as (he

core of the new I-eninisi-egali(arian. i.e.,

revolulionary Trotskyist party. We had
to train them to build and extend the

Spartakist Gruppen.

At the same time, as I mentioned
before, we also brought out a new issue of
Spartacist with the title "Trotskyism:
What It Isn't and What It Is." This
pamphlet was a polemic against the Sta-

linists and also against the fake Trotsky-

ists, some of whom intervened in the

DDR and all of whom supported counter

revolution. We call these groups centrist,

i.e., "revolutionary in words, opportunist

in deeds." In a pre-revolutionary situa-

tion, the importance of the struggle

against centrism is even greater than at

other times. As new layers of workers
and youth get politicized, it is especially

urgent to unmask the centrists, so

that nobody gets fooled by the pseudo-
revolutionary rhetoric with which they

sell their reformist program.

One such centrist group is Workers
Power, which split from Tony Cliff’s Brit-

ish Socialist Workers Party in the early

1980s. While Workers Power intervened

in February 1990 in the DDR, their Irish

group at that time had a headline, "Down
With Stalinism, Down With Imperial-

ism." This revealed a classic "third camp"
position—i.e., drawing an equal sign

between the capitalist states and the

deformed workers states—which meant
support for counterrevolution. They were

busy hailing attacks on Stasi headquar-

ters— the East German secret police—by

should overthrow them if not the prole-

tariat? Well, they bitterly attacked us for

not having invited the SPD, the Trojan

horse of counterrevolution, onto the plat-

form at Treptow! Of course we did not!

To give you one more point: the Social

Democracy at that lime was busy demon-
strating alongside the Nazis in the south

of the DDR, waving the German flag

and jointly screaming “Germany—united

fatherland!" That’s where the appetites

of the BT lay.

The Spartakist Gruppen
Within a week or two of the first issue

of Arprekorr coming out, it was distrib-

uted in all the major cities in East Ger-

many. Those who distributed it did so out

of agreement with what we fought for.

The role of the paper as the collective

organizer of the party was seen explo-

sively in 1989-90. What was most impor-

tant was to really organize these distrib-

utors. establish communications, train

them politically, because the Spartakist

Gruppen were the means to build the rev-

olutionary party necessary to lead the

political revolution. They were a means to

translate the power of our program via the

power of organization into state power,

into the working class ruling society. The
first Spartakist Gruppe was founded on

December 21, 1989 in Berlin

It always requires internal fights to

reorient the party in a new political situ-

ation. One of the slogans in this fight was
“Everything is possible in the DDR!"
This was the plain truth. In East Berlin,

we got our office by going to a cultural

Fearing proletarian political revolution, East German Stalinist

regime disbanded Kampfgruppen factory militias (above),
turning their machine guns into scrap.

the most right-wing elements including

outright fascists. That was in the middle

of January, after Treptow, when there

was the huge anti-Communist offensive

by the West German Social Democracy
and by the whole bourgeoisie. Workers

Power also demanded the immediate

withdrawal of the Red Army. All of the

fake Trotskyists ended up supporting the

counterrevolution.

Then there is a group called the Bol-

shevik Tendency (BT), a clot founded by

embittered ex-members who deserted

our organization in the heat of the sec-

ond Cold War in the early 1980s. They
said that there was no incipient proletar-

ian political revolution and declared the

Stalinists to be the main enemy. But who

center and speaking to the workers there.

They discussed the matter and gave us a

whole floor for only a symbolic rent.

They decided that a counterrevolution

would surely mean the end of that cultur-

al center. To prevent that, they would give

us rooms and telephones.

Another example. We came very close

to being at the Treptow demonstration

without our newspapers. There was a big

traffic jam at the border of West and East

Berlin, and our truck with the freshly

printed Arprekorr got stuck. So our com-
rade got out of the truck and walked up
to the East German border guards and
said, “We are the Spartakists. We have to

go to this Treptow demonstration and our

truck with our papers got stuck up there

Gysi would get up for the SED/PDS and

basically say: We are as scared about

Treptow as you are, we also didn’t like

what the Trotskyists said and what hap-

pened, it was a mistake to call for the

Treptow demonstration. Modrow of the

SED/PDS, then head of the DDR govern-

ment, announced plans to found a new
secret police. I'll let you figure out your-

self against whom that was to be directed.

Then, at the end of January, Modrow
openly proclaimed, “Germany—united

fatherland!"

The effect on the most advanced

workers was devastating, because they

still clung to the SED/PDS and hoped
that it would be kind of an obstacle to

counterrevolution. Trotsky had already

explained, regarding the Spanish Revolu-

tion, that workers do not easily break

with the party that brought them to polit-

ical life. The Stalinists knew that and

played for time. At the same time, the

SED/PDS opened all the gates to let the

German bourgeoisie in. Whole factories

were sold out. with the most advanced
workers being placed on a fully paid

"zero hour workweek," i.e., laid off. The
bourgeoisie pumped billions of deutsch-

marks into the DDR.
Our propaganda also shifted its empha-

sis to highlight the need for resistance

against the concerted drive to stampede
the East German working class into coun-

terrevolution. Again and again we ran the

headline. "No to Capitalist Anschluss'."

We said: No to counterrevolution! Orga-

nize against the sellout of our factories!

Who gives the directors and other Stalin-

ist bureaucrats the right to sell factories

that don’t belong to them but to us. the

working class?

Against the counterrevolutionary per-

spective of capitalist unification of Ger-

many, we provided a revolutionary per-

spective of the unity of the German and
Russian proletariat, which was also meant
to counter the deeply wrong belief among
many East German workers that the West
German working class lacked any revolu-

tionary capacity. They would tell us that

maybe a revolution in West Germany is

possible, but not today or tomorrow, and
we have to act today. If we rise up, we will

immediately be confronted with powerful

West German imperialism. NATO, the

fascists and so on.

The Soviet Union was anything but

stable. On the one hand, there were

continued on page 10
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Spartakists distributed internationalist

greetings in Russian to Soviet soldiers
and in Vietnamese, Polish and Spanish
to foreign-born workers. Above: A
Vietnamese and a Cuban worker in an
East German shoe factory.

in this traffic jam. We must get these

papers to the demo on time!" The Spar-

takists and Arprekorr were already well

known among the soldiers. They told us,

“Drive out of the lane. Over there is the

road for the diplomats; take that route

and we'll guide you.” So the paper did

arrive on time at the demo site. This

illustrates what a revolutionary situation

looks like: everything is upside down.
Everything is possible that yesterday

seemed out of the question. And con-

sciousness changes rapidly.

On January 21, 1990, we founded the

Spartakist Arbeiterpartei Deutschlands. a

fusion between the Spartakist Gruppen
and the Trotzkistische Liga Deulsch-

lands. The SpAD took up the struggle

against the counterrevolutionary cam-

paign which was unleashed after Trep-

tow to stampede the DDR into Anschluss

[annexation],

Treptow really was the turning point.

After that, the East German Stalinists

organized a stampede into counterrevolu-

tion. The German bourgeoisie went into a

frenzy and opened a blitzkrieg, which was
also directed against the Stalinists. There

was a meeting of the so-called Round
Table, a counterrevolutionary gathering

which included all the DDR oppositional

groups, along with the SED/PDS and the

East German SPD. The SPD would get up

and scream against the Stalinist SED/
PDS: How could you be on the same plat-

form with Trotskyists who called us the

Trojan horse of counterrevolution? And
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Daily Arprekorr agitated
for workers and
soldiers councils, was
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a Leninist-egalitarian
party. March 1990
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Indonesia...
( continuedfrom page 3)

forward to a victorious struggle lor

power. The International Communist

League seeks to forge such a party, based

on the Trotskyist program of permanent

revolution. In ex-colonial countries like

Indonesia, all wings of the bourgeoisie

are so totally dependent on imperialism

and fearful of the impoverished masses

that they can only maintain their rule by

upholding imperialist domination and

social reaction through sheer terror.

In countries of “combined and uneven

development”—the most modern indus-

try alongside a countryside stamped in

pre-capitalist limes—only the dictator-

ship of the proletariat leaning on the peas-

antry can achieve the tasks historically

associated with the bourgeois revolutions

of Europe—national liberation, agrarian

revolution, formal equality for women.
This is the program that was proven in

flesh and blood by the Russian Revolu-

tion of 1917. As Trotsky wrote:

"Not a single one of the tasks of the

'bourgeois' revolution can be solved

in these backward countries under the

leadership of the ‘national’ bourgeoisie,

because the latter emerges at once with

foreign support as a class alien or hostile

to the people.

"The regime of the proletarian dictator-

ship, by its very nature, however, could

not limit itself to the framework of bour-

geois property. The rule of the proletar-

iat automatically placed on the agenda

the socialist revolution."

— "Revolution and War in China"
(January 1938)

Further, if the revolution is not to be mil-

itarily or economically strangled it must

be extended internationally, above all to

the imperialist centres.

This internationalist, proletarian-cen-

tred program is counterposed to the per-

spective of all of the Indonesian “left,"

along with its cheerleaders in Australia,

who offer only political subordination to

one or another sector of the imperialist-

dependent bourgeoisie. In the absence

of a proletarian revolutionary party the

nationalists enlist the proletariat as the

horse to pull the can of one or another

reactionary bourgeois ideology. This is

the tragedy of 1965.

Preaching that the workers and op-

pressed must support a fictitious "pro-

gressive" wing of the domestic capital-

ist class (supposedly represented by the

president. Sukarno), the leadership of the

millions-strong Indonesian Communist
Party (PKI) suppressed worker strikes

and militant peasant struggles, and lulled

the masses with the illusion that Sukarno

would protect them. This fatal program

of "two-stage” revolution politically dis-

armed and demoralised the working

class, leading directly to their slaughter.

The army and fanatical Islamic gangs,

directly aided and abetted by the Ameri-

can CIA and the Australian ASIS secur-

ity forces, massacred over one million

Communists, workers, peasants, women’s
activists and ethnic Chinese (see “Lessons

of Indonesia 1965,” Spartacist (English-

language edition] No. 55, Autumn 1999).

All other experiences of "two-stage"

revolution, from China 1927 to Chile

1973, also prove that instead of the “first

stage” opening the road to socialism

Now Available in

Indonesian

Declaration of Principles and
Some Elements of Program
International Communist
League (Fourth Internationalist)

Adopted in 1998 at the

Third International Conference
of the ICL.

$1 (16 pages)

Make checks payable/mail to:

Spartacist Publishing Co.
Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116

Reuters

Reebok workers demonstrate on February 22 outside parliament building In

Jakarta to protest company's failure to pay wages for four months.

it means the massacre of communists.

There never is a “second" stage.

Imperialist Exploitation Fuels
National Oppression

Draconian IMF and World Bank dic-

tates, the imperialists’ loans to “stabilise”

Indonesia, the U.S.'s warnings to the gen-

erals against military coups, all under-

score the dependent nature of the Indone-

sian ruling class. The fine words about

“democracy" are meant to cover the fact

that the imperialists want political stabil-

ity so they can continue to rob the vast

natural resources of Indonesia.

The brutal oppression of national

minorities in Indonesia highlights the

impossibility of satisfying the deeply felt

needs of the masses within the frame-

work of capitalist rule and imperialist

subjugation. Out of the superprofits ex-

tracted by the imperialists, a pittance

remains in Indonesia and of that pittance

the Java-centred bourgeoisie has always

taken the lion’s share. Now, seeking to

stave off further unrest in the outer prov-

inces which produce great mineral

wealth, such as West Kalimantan, Aceh
and West Papua, Wahid & Co. are pro-

posing to let local governments keep a

slightly larger share, a policy opposed

by the IMF/World Bank bloodsuckers.

Under the rallying cry of “autonomy,"

local governments and chiefs also want

to get their hands on some of the booty.

The situation cries out for the revolution-

ary expropriation of the native bourgeoi-

sie and their imperialist masters who are

plundering Indonesia.

Resource-rich and strategic Aceh prov-

ince is a particularly lucrative prize both

for the imperialists and the domestic

bourgeoisie. It took a bloody 30-year war

before the Dutch managed to finally con-

quer Aceh, historically a Muslim strong-

hold. This was the one place in Indonesia

the Dutch utterly failed to reconquer even

for a short time after World War II. In the

early 1950s, shortly after the establish-

ment of the Indonesian republic, Aceh
went into a four-year armed rebellion

against the central government.

Between 1989 and 1992, at least 2,000

Acehnese were killed by the Indonesian

army with many more tortured, raped and

abducted in a bid to crush the Free Aceh
Movement (GAM). The U.S. corporation

Mobil Oil’s role in these atrocities is

well-documented. According to survivors

of a death camp and other investigators,

Mobil supplied the Indonesian army

with heavy earth-moving equipment to

dig mass graves (see “Mobil Oil and

the Indonesian Death Camp,” WV No.

705, 22 January 1999). As the grisly evi-

dence of the army’s barbarism started

to emerge in 1998 following Suharto’s

ouster, the drive to separation accelerated.

With 6,000 troops stationed in Aceh, the

army murders have continued while the

military is calling for martial law. Indo-

nesian army get out of Aceh!

The UN’s referendum in East Timor
has encouraged independence move-

ments in both Aceh and West Papua to

demand referendums too. Following the

huge November pro-independence pro-

tests in Aceh, Wahid announced there

might be such a vote but quickly back-

tracked in the face of vehement protest

from Javanese-chauvinist politicians, the

army and the police. Now his line is that

independence for Aceh and West Papua

is “non-negotiable."

A Trotskyist party in Indonesia must

intransigent^ struggle against the hold

of Javanese chauvinism which obstructs

and poisons proletarian unity. Concen-

trated in the factories and mines, the

multinational proletariat has both the

social power and a burning interest in

transcending national and communal ani-

mosities. Proletarian revolutionaries in

Indonesia must uphold the right of self-

determination for oppressed nations.

Only the perspective of proletarian revo-

lution can bring liberation to the myriad

oppressed nationalities of the Indonesian

archipelago. This was the program of the

Bolsheviks whose fight against Great

Russian chauvinism won to their banner

workers of all nationalities.

Religious Fundamentalism and
Communal Bloodletting

Now the government is proposing

a vote in Aceh on a proposal to give

Islamic law even greater official power

than it presently has. This is an attempt

to assuage the GAM and other Islamic

fundamentalists who already impose their

reactionary writ on the streets. Recent-

ly two men and two women, allegedly

thieves and prostitutes, were humiliated

and paraded through the province’s cap-

ital. Banda Aceh, by one of Aceh’s

increasingly powerful Islamic groups, the

“Student Movement Against Immorality"

Some of the pro- independence forces call

themselves "Taliban" after the savage

anti-woman fanatics that rule Afghanistan

with an iron hand.

The rise of religious fundamentalism

as a mass movement in countries like

Indonesia is a reactionary reflection of

both the absence of a communist alterna-

tive and the manifest bankruptcy of

nationalism. Feeding off despair and

frustration fuelled by the 1997-98 eco-

nomic crisis, a multitude of Islamic par-

ties have formed seeking to head off the

anger and struggles of the workers. The

nationalism pushed by the Java-centred

Indonesian bourgeoisie is heavily inter-

twined with Islamic reaction which par-

ticularly targets women and the largely

Christian Chinese minority. Two years

ago horrific anti-Chinese pogroms swept

the country, often instigated by the

bloody imperialist-trained armed forces

and fuelled by the rising tide of political

Islam. As we wrote then:

"The growth of political Islam, in all its

variants, poses a particularly deadly

threat to the multiethnic proletariat, to

the deeply oppressed women, to the

besieged Chinese minority and all the

national and religious minorities which

make up this prison house of peoples.

‘7/ is urgently necessary that the prole-

tariat as a class enter the arena of strug-

gle fighting for its own historic interests

and as champion of all the oppressed"
— VWNo. 692, 5 June 1998

Religious fundamentalism has also

been consciously promoted by the impe-

rialists as an anti-Communist bulwark.

The slaughter of the PKI in 1965-66 was

spearheaded by Islamic fanatics includ-

ing from Nahdatul Ulama (NU) and

Muhammadiyah in alliance with the

army and with the aid of the imperialists.

To this day, Megawati and Wahid, until

recently the head of NU. have staunchly

refused to criticise this horrific massacre.

Their silence underscores that above all

they fear the insurgent proletariat and
will use whatever means necessary to

suppress their struggle.

In Ambon and the other islands of

Maluku province, the bloody legacy of
Dutch colonialism is all too evident.

Communalist bloodshed between Chris-

tians and Muslims (each about one-half
the population) has seen several thousand
killed in the last year. The Moluccas
were the first part of the Indonesian archi-

pelago to be conquered by the Dutch,

who expelled the Portuguese in the early

1600s. Indigenous Ambonese became
nominally Christian, made members of

the Dutch Reformed Church by decree.

In the late 1800s the Dutch began recruit-

ing Ambonese to fight their colonial bat-

tles elsewhere in the Netherlands East

Indies. One of the most serious Dutch-
backed regional rebellions against the

new Indonesia republic was the procla-

mation of the "Republic of the South
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Moluccas’* in April 1950.

Today, the Indonesian army reportedly

sides with Muslims while the police

tend to take the part of the Christians.

Meanwhile Islamic clerics have kept the

conununalist flames at white heat, rant-

ing that the very existence ot Muslims

in Indonesia, who comprise 90 percent

of the population, is in danger. A huge

demonstration in Jakarta on January 7

heard foaming-at-the-mouth clerics vow-

ing to send shock troops into Ambon
while calling forjihad against Christians.

Amicn Rais, former leader of Muhamma-
diyah (Indonesia’s second-largest Is-

lamic organisation) and well-known for

his anti-Chinese, anti-Christian bigotry,

joined the frenzy, threatening, “Religious

law teaches a life for a life, an ear for an

ear, an eye for an eye.... Ethnic and relig-

ious cleansing by our Christian friends

will surely draw a reaction.” For their

part, Ambonese Christian groups are call-

ing for the imperialist powers, including

the former Dutch colonial masters, to

intervene!

No to Class Collaboration! For
Working-Class Independence!

In Indonesia, the militants of the

People's Democratic Party (PRD) have

fought with courage under conditions of

severe repression. However, the PRD are

petty-bourgeois nationalists whose pro-

gram begins and ends with
“
reformas

i

total.'' i.e., a “reformed” capitalism. Thus

they have always tailed sections of the

bourgeoisie while hoping to pressure

them to be more democratic. In the June

1999 elections the PRD sought

"a united front with other parlies against

the common enemies . .to generate the

strongest possible movement against the

regime and force the major opposition

parties—the National Mandate Party of

Amien Rais, the National Awakening
Party of Abdurrahman Wahid and
[Megawati's] PDI-Struggle—to take a

more consistent stand for reformasi

total''

— Greeti Left Weekly. 2 June 1999

Now that the very forces they backed

have formed the government, the PRD
hopes merely “to force Gus Dur [Wahid]

to prove himself to the people" (Green

Left Weekly, 8 December 1999).

The PRD has consistently supported

Megawati Sukarnoputri, even calling to

"distribute Mega’s pictures or writings"

( Free Indonesia No. 1, 1998). A vicious

Javanese chauvinist, Megawati upheld the

bloody 1975 annexation of East Timor,

calling for East Timor's incorporation

into Indonesia as the 27th province.

Today, like Wahid, she stands for the con-

tinued subjugation of Aceh and West
Papua.

The PRD, on the other hand, says they

support East Timor’s independence. But

this is false: they support the imperialist

occupation! For years they have de-

manded that the imperialist powers, the

brutal oppressors of billions the world

over, carry out "multinational peacekeep-

ing operations under the auspices of the

UN" in East Timor.

Javanese chauvinism and pro-imperial-

ism are death to any possibility of uniting

the proletariat in struggle against capital-

ism. Presenting Megawati as some kind

of "lesser evil" and hailing the imperial-

ists in East Timor as does the PRD, tailed

by virtually the entire Australian fake

left, proves that these forces are ene-

mies of the liberation of the masses from

the chauvinist, communalist Javanese-

centred Indonesian rulers and their impe-

rialist overlords.

Laborite Opponents of
Proletarian Revolution

Indeed, virtually all the Australian

fake left led, organised and cheered on
the chauvinist mobilisations and union

bans last September whose purpose was
to demand the racist Australian state

send troops to East Timor. In the tow of

the pro-imperialist Labor Party and

union bureaucracy, these "leftists" aid

the strengthening of imperialist domina-
tion in the region, above all in Indonesia.

Social-chauvinist pimps for the Austra-

lian imperialists, these people have the

Australian
soldier

terrorizes East
Timorese

civilian in Dill.

Imperialist

troops out of

East Timor!

ideological foot soldiers in the im-

perialists' drive to restore capitalism in

the Soviet Union and East Europe, and

hope to do the same in China today. We
Trotskyists oppose our "own" ruling class

and seek its overthrow through workers

socialist revolution, and we have always

defended those states where capitalism

has been overthrown. Unconditional mil-

itary defence of the Chinese bureaucrati-

cally deformed workers slate—as well as

North Korea, Vietnam and Cuba—against

imperialist attack and internal counterrev-

olution is a cornerstone of revolutionary

struggle Today China is on the brink as

the Stalinist bureaucracy is rushing head-

long to capitalist restoration. Proletarian

revolution in Indonesia would powerfully

aid the fight to mobilise the Chinese

workers in a proletarian political revolu-

tion to oust the Stalinist traitors. Defeat-

ing the drive to restore capitalism in

China is in turn vital to the proletariat

gall to claim they represent Marxism.

The Democratic Socialist Party (DSP)

ranted the loudest and longest for the

Australian imperialist occupation of East

Timor. Now their front group ASIET
(Action in Solidarity with Indonesia and

East Timor) is an official United Nations-

registered non-governmental organisa-

tion (NGO) there. The UN—a den of

imperialist thieves and their victims

—

has been deliberately fostering the growth

of NGOs as a hedge against socialist

revolution.

Putting on a “left" face as sucker bait,

the DSP has run a series of articles

in which they criticised the Indonesian

PKI for having “subordinated itself to

the bourgeois nationalists” (Green Left

Weekly, 3 November 1999). What chutz-

pah! The DSP subordinates itself to

White Australia imperialism Cheering

the Australian imperialists and pro-

moting the PRD’s petty-bourgeois class-

collaborationist nationalism in Indonesia

is precisely the logic of the DSP’s explicit

repudiation of the revolutionary Trot-

skyist program of permanent revolution

The International Socialist Organisa-

tion (ISO) endorsed “troops in" marches

and was especially ecstatic over the

social-democratic trade-union tops’ anti-

Indonesian actions. Whatever their occa-

sional rhetoric about “revolution”—usu-

ally directed to places far away—at home
they call for votes to the Labor Party,

subordinating themselves to the anti-

immigrant. pro-imperialist social democ-
racy whose fundamental loyalty to “dem-

ocratic" capitalism they share. When it

comes to Indonesia, however, they feel

the need to sound a bit more "leftist" so

they write about the need to “give the

democratic struggle the dynamic of ‘per-

manent revolution’" (Socialist Worker

Review, November 1999). Far from advo-

cating the dictatorship of the proletar-

iat, by this the ISO merely means adopt-

ing demands like "Cut the arms budget,

feed the starving” in order to "take lib-

eral slogans and give them a socialist

twist"

Like the PRD, the ISO promoted

deadly illusions in the "opposition"

forces, claiming that Rais and Megawati
could lead a "rank and file revolutionary

movement in the army, to split it from

below" (Socialist Worker, 6 March
1998). At the same time they retrospec-

tively embraced the anti-Communist

Islamic mobs that spearheaded the 1965

slaughter, lauding 1998 protests “at the

University of Indonesia in Jakarta, where

students once played a role in bringing

down the previous Sukarno regime”! The
ISO and their international cothinkers

have long portrayed Islamic reaction as

an “anti-imperialist" and "revolutionary"

alternative. As we warned years ago, the

ISO’s “policy is suicidal for themselves

and any workers, youth or women unfor-

tunate enough to be influenced by them"

("‘Third Camp’ Social Democrats Pander

to Islamic Fundamentalism," WV No.

613, 30 December 1994).

The right-centrist Workers Power (WP)
likes to keep a liny step to the left of the

ISO. They quote Trotsky on "permanent

revolution" and criticise the PRD for

advocating, in WP’s words, “first democ-

racy and then later the overthrow of

capitalism” ( Workers Power, November
1999-January 2000). Two years ago they

even said, “Only a revolutionary Workers

and Peasants government. ..could really

dismantle the New Order and guarantee

the masses both democratic and social

rights" ( Workers Power, February-April

1 998). But WP’s claim to uphold the anti-

imperialist program of permanent revo-

lution is repudiated in action by their

support to the chauvinist anti-Indonesia

union bans and their joining "troops in"

demonstrations.

Marching alongside pro-imperialist

forces in Australia (while claiming to

oppose them), for countries such as Indo-

nesia WP peddles the class-collaboration-

ist program of the “anti-imperialist united

front” (League for a Revolutionary Com-
munist International, Trotskyist Mani-

festo, 1989). Flatly counterposed to the

program of permanent revolution which

insists above all on the political inde-

pendence of the working class, the "anti-

imperialist united front" ties the workers

to their domestic capitalist class enemy.

This is exactly what led to the horrible

slaughter of 1965. Like the PRD. WP
aims to pressure the bourgeoisie, calling

“to turn Wahid’s words about raising

living standards into action " WP fatu-

ously writes that the Wahid regime

"needs to appear reformist to demobilise

the masses through parliamentary means"

and is "not a pre-cursor to another dic-

tatorship" ( Workers Power, November
1999-January 2000). Such faith in the

blood-drenched Indonesian capitalists

and the imperialists is criminal.

Towards the Indonesian
Revolution!

Support to “democratic” imperialism

has long been the hallmark of all these

pseudo-socialists. They worked as the

of Asia.

The necessity of a proletarian, interna-

tional program and party is highlighted

by the ever more intense rivalries of the

imperialist powers. No longer bound by

common anti-Soviet hostility, the U S..

Germany and Japan, along with Austra-

lia, Britain and others, are all striving

to assert their “interests,” including in

and around Indonesia. Twice in the last

100 years the imperialists have plunged

humanity into world wars, slaughtering

untold millions for the "right" to extract

fabulous profits in the dependent coun-

tries and for a redivision of the plunder

between them As Russian Bolshevik

leader V I. Lenin explained, imperialism

is the epoch of capitalism in its death

agony—intenmperialist war is inevitable

until and unless the proletariat seizes

power.

The fate of the Indonesian proletar-

iat—and of all humanity—hinges on one

overriding factor, the need for revolution-

ary leadership. The International Com-
munist League fights to build Leninist

vanguard parties around the world from

Indonesia, the Philippines and China to

the U.S., Germany, Japan and Australia as

part of a reforged Trotskyist Fourth Inter-

national. As we concluded in “Forge a

Trotskyist Party! For Workers Revolu-

tion! Lessons of Indonesia 1965”:

The Indonesian military and their impe-
rialist backers sought to bury commu-
nism in 1965. But the ineradicable con-

tradictions of imperialist capitalism draw
new generations of workers and youth

into struggle Out of these layers must be
cohered the nucleus of a Leninist van-

guard party, fusing declassed revolution-

ary intellectuals with class-conscious

workers. Such a party, based on an inter-

nationalist program and taking as its

starting point the historically based

understanding that the proletariat and the

bourgeoisie have no class interests in

common, must finally break the chains

of dependent capitalism by leading the

proletariat to power at the head of all the

oppressed."
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Diallo...
(continuedfrom page I

)

Bui in order lor it to do this, it must he

transformed from a class in itself into a

class for itself. This can happen only

by means of a revolutionary parly utiliz-

ing all available methods to raise the

class consciousness of the workers by

increasing their trust in their own forces,

by destroying their illusions, by rein-

forcing their revolutionary will and sclf-

confidcncc. and by organizing the over-

throw of all the forces standing in the

way of the conquest of power.”

If any justice is to come out of the killing

of Amadou Diallo. it would be that a new
layer of youth and black and working-

class militants is won to the program of

proletarian revolution.

Capitalist State:

Machinery of Violence

Cheering the Albany decision, Giu-

liani unleashed an army of cops against

protesters, arresting over 150 in the

course of the week following the Diallo

verdict. We demand that all charges

against arrested protesters be dropped

immediately. Giuliani revels in unleash-

ing police-state terror against the ghetto

and barrio masses. But this certified

racist pig was preceded in City Hall by a

whole string of Democratic Party may-
ors, from the no less racist Ed Koch to

black liberal David Dinkins, who pre-

sided over a reign of cop terror. Dinkins

assured his Wall Street masters that

the city’s minority and working people
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would “take it from me,” hiring thou-

sands more cops to carry out racist "law

and order" while slashing thousands of
unionized jobs from the city payroll. And
the Democratic Clinton White House has

done more even than its Republican

predecessors to build up the forces of

racist repression, from putting thousands

more cops in the inner cities to the vast

increase in the prison population and the

continuing speedup on death row.

Appearing alongside Jesse Jackson
and others on March 5 in Selma, Ala-

bama on the 35th anniversary of the

bloody attack on civil rights protest-

ers there, Bill Clinton declared, “As long
as African-Americans and Latinos any-
where in America believe they are un-
fairly targeted by police because of the
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color of their skin, and police believe

they are unfairly targeted by their com-
munities because of the color of their

uniforms, we have another bridge to

cross.” This theme was also played the

same day in a speech by Hillary Clinton

at New York’s Riverside Church. This

expression of bourgeois concern over

increasing popular mistrust of the police

points to why the Democrats are the pre-

ferred political tool of the capitalists for

keeping black and working people in

line—because they cloak their attacks on

the black population in the rhetoric of

"racial harmony.”

While black
liberals call on
Clinton/Reno
to “clean up"
NYPD,
reformists

demand that

capitalist rulers

punish their

hired killers,

promoting
illusion that the
bourgeois state

can serve
interests of the
oppressed.

It is precisely the role of Jackson, A1

Sharpton and other black Democrats,

who posture as opponents of police bru-

tality. to keep the ghetto masses chained

to the capitalist system through the capi-

talist Democratic Party. Sharpton placed

himself at the head of the protests over

Diallo’s killing last year in order to

contain the seething anger and channel

it into Democratic Party pressure politics.

Today, from Sharpton to nationalist dem-
agogue Sonny Carson, the self-styled

“black community leaders” are trading

in the blood of Amadou Diallo to gar-

ner black votes for Hillary Clinton’s Sen-

ate bid against Giuliani. Denouncing
the "reverends and leaders," one caller

to black NYC radio station WLIB
exclaimed, "We're being killed off day

after day and they talk about keeping

calm!"

Sharpton and Jackson plead for the

Clinton administration to bring civil

rights charges against Diallo’s killers and
to launch a federal investigation to "clean

up” the NYPD. From Los Angeles to

Philadelphia to New York, there have

been many such investigations and com-
missions which have recommended and

implemented police "reforms.” But as

shown by the burgeoning exposes of the

LAPD’s racist frame-up machine, these

"reform" schemes do not change any-

thing fundamental and are not intended

to; their purpose is to refurbish the

authority of the police and to make the

apparatus of repression more effective.

It is the role of the trade-union

bureaucracy to maintain illusions among
the ranks of labor that this is a “democ-

racy" with equal rights for all which
the cops and courts are duty-bound to

uphold. It is a telling indictment of these

labor lieutenants of capital that not a

peep of protest was heard from a single

Cops attack
protester at

February 26 NYC
demonstration.
Diallo verdict has
underscored that

there can be no
justice for black
people under
racist capitalism.

NYC trade-union leader in response to

the Diallo verdict. Particularly through

their position as a component of the Dem-
ocratic Party, the class-collaborationist

union tops subordinate the interests of the

working class to the capitalist class. Join-

ing with Sharpton in trying to quell the

outrage over Diallo's killing last year,

Local 1199 president Dennis Rivera

stated baldly, ‘The terror that some of us

have is that if we don’t channel this into

a solution, this will fizzle, and there will

be a sense of frustration and an increased

polarization." Rivera joined with Sharp-

ton in pushing a ten-point program for

Harrity/U.S News & World Report

police reform—including a pay raise for

the racist, strikebreaking cops the union

misleaders embrace as "union brothers.”

Whatever its "democratic" trappings,

the bourgeois state is in fact a dictator-

ship of the handful of capitalists who
own the means of production and amass
fabulous profits out of the blood and
sweat of the working people, the vast

majority of the population. The police,

military, courts and prisons form the core

of this state, an institution of organized

violence acting as the executive commit-
tee of the capitalist ruling class.

With the stock market hitting new
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heights, the gap between the rich and the

mass of the population continues to

widen at an ever greater pace. As the cap-

italists drive down the living standards of

the working class to maximize their prof-

its, they need a stronger state to try to

contain these explosive contradictions.

More than 100 years ago, Karl Marx’s

son-in-law Paul Lafargue exposed the

real workings of capitalist “democracy”

when he wrote: “In bourgeois society, the

more considerable becomes the amount
of social wealth, the smaller becomes

the number of individuals by whom it

is appropriated. The same takes place

with power: in proportion as the mass
of citizens who possess political rights

increases, and the number of elected rul-

ers increases, the actual power is concen-

trated and becomes the monopoly of a

smaller and smaller group of individuals.”

The Constitution of this country was
originally meant to apply to white, male.

Protestant freeholders—that was the

group accorded the rights of a “citizen
"

It took a bloody Civil War and bitter

social struggles to win the extension of

the rights of citizenship for black peo-

ple. working people and women. Corre-

spondingly, the capitalist state has sought

to curtail and diminish these rights.

The massive expansion of gun control

measures in recent years is aimed at dis-

arming the population and asserting the

state's monopoly of armed force. The
same ruling class which creates “elite”

cop squads like the Street Crime Unit that

killed Amadou Diallo and lets them ram-
page through the ghettos with 16-round

semiautomatics denies the right of self-

defense to the population, especially

black and working people. Increasingly,

the right to bear anus enshrined in the

Second Amendment is a right extended
only to the racist cops.

That the cops are uniquely granted a

license to kill points to the Marxist under-

standing that they are part of the "special

bodies of armed men" at the core of

San Francisco, Washington, O.C.

Drop All Charges Against
348 Arrested Jamal Defenders!
The Partisan Defense Committee

sent the following protest letter to

U.S. attorney general Janet Reno arul

San Francisco district attorney Ter-

ence Hallinan on March I.

We demand that all charges be
dropped immediately against the 185

people arrested in Washington, D C.

and the 163 arrested in San Francisco

in civil disobedience protests on
February 27 in defense of death row
political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal.
The mass arrests of opponents of

the death penalty are fully in keeping
with the policies of the Clinton

administration. The Clinton White
House has presided over a vast expan-
sion of the federal death penalty and
has encouraged the massive increase

in the rate of executions nationally.

The arrests of Jamal’s supporters
came as the Supreme Court hears an
appeal contesting the provision of the

Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death
Penalty Act. signed by President Clin-
ton in 1996, which guts the right of
habeas corpus. Meanwhile, the attor-

ney general’s office is today pushing
for the use of the federal death
penalty in the Carl Derek Cooper case
in the District of Columbia, which
would be the first capital case in the

city in 30 years.

We demand immediate freedom for

Mumia Abu-Jamal and abolition of
the racist death penalty. Drop all

charges against the 348 protesters
now!
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California: Down With Props 21 and 22!
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On March 4, some 100 youthful

demonstrators rallied in San Francisco

against California Propositions 21 and

22. Prop. 21 would extend use of the

death penalty and require children as

young as 14 to be tried as adults in

specified cases (see “California’s Prop

21 Targets Black. Latino and Immi-

grant Youth." WV No. 730, 25 Febru-

ary). Prop. 22. the focus of a sinister

anti-gay drive, states that "Only mar-

riage between a man and a woman is

valid or recognized in California."

We print below the speech given

at the rally by a Bay Area Sparta-

cus Youth Club member. When he

denounced Democratic Party mayor

Willie Brown and supervisor Tom Am-
miano, the rally organizers cut off

power to the microphone. The comrade

finished his remarks, however, to

cheers and applause from the crowd.

* * *

Down with reactionary Proposition

21' Down with reactionary Proposi-

tion 22! Down with the bourgeoisie's

“family values” anti-sex witchhunt!

Down with the racist war on drugs

—

really a racist war on blacks and immi-

grants! The ruling class in America is on

the offensive—and in capitalist society

the rich exploiters are always on the

offensive! They want to throw black and

minority kids in jail because they don’t

have jobs for them, because they don’t

want them and they’re afraid that they

can spark social protest. And despite

being a key part of the working class, as

last hired and first fired, blacks are

increasingly treated as an expendable

population in racist capitalist America,

and subject to the ruling class’s sinister

urge to genocide.

They’re going after women’s rights,

after abortion, after homosexuals. Prop-

osition 22 by its very existence is a big-

oted incitement to murder more Mat-

thew Shepards and more Billy Jack

Gaithers. The capitalists need "family

values" and religious reaction. They
need the family as a basis for social

reaction; they need the bourgeois fam-

ily as a basis for inheritance. And they

want to line us up so we’ll all salute

when they march us off to the next

imperialist war.

We need to break with the Demo-
crats and Republicans—they're both

parties of capitalism! It’s Bill Clinton

who created “don't ask. don’t tell." It’s

Bill Clinton who signed into legislation

the Effective Death Penally Act. Tom
Ammiano and Willie Brown here in

San Francisco did their best to attack

black workers with the "Rescue Muni”

( transit) plan. Black rights, gay rights,

workers rights—same struggle, same
fight! Workers of the world, unite!

the state, standing above society in order

to enforce the rule of the dominant cap-

italist class over the proletariat. Build-

ing on the work of Friedrich Engels,

Karl Marx’s comrade-in-arms. V. I. Lenin,

leader of the 1917 Russian workers revo-

lution. stressed in his book The Stale ami

Revolution: “If the state is the product of

the irreconcilability of class antagonisms,

if it is a power standing above society and

'alienating itself more and more from

it,' it is obvious that the liberation of the

oppressed class is impossible not only

without a violent revolution, hut also

without the destruction of the apparatus

of state power which was created by the

ruling class."

We Need a Workers Party!

At the February 26 protest in Midtown

Manhattan the day after the Diallo ver-

dict, the banner carried at the head of the

Spartacist League/Labor Black League

contingent read. “There Is No Justice in

the Capitalist Courts! Break with the

Democrats! Build a Workers Party to

Fight for Socialist Revolution!" In con-

trast, the reformist “socialists,” from the

Communist Party (CP) to the Workers

World Party (WWP) and the International

Socialist Organization (ISO), sow illu-

sions in capitalist justice and tail the

Democrats.

The CP's People's Weekly World

(4 March) champions Democratic Con-

gressman John Conyers’ proposed “Law

Enforcement Trust and Integrity Act"

—

which includes the usual litany of calls

for federal oversight of police and such-

like—and grotesquely pleads, "In Ama-
dou Diallo’s memory, register and vote

against Giuliani.” In the same vein, the

Committees of Correspondence explic-

itly appeals to Attorney General Janet

Reno to “condemn” the policies of the

NYPD while calling for a “vigorous

affirmative action program" to recruit

more minority cops—like the Latino cop

who killed Malcolm Ferguson!

The main slogan raised by the WWP
on February 26 was “Jail Killer Cops!”

while the ISO chimed in with the call.

“Jail the Racist Thugs in Blue." This

appeal to the capitalist rulers to chastise

their racist killers for doing their job

reflects the view of the ISO/WWP oppor-

tunists that the capitalist state can be pres-

sured to serve the interests of workers and

minorities. The Progressive Labor Party

(PL) presents a more radical face, rightly

saying that cop terror “will end only

when an armed and communist-led work-

No Justice...
(continued from page 2)

class enemies, particularly as represented

by the Democratic Party, the Labor Black

League has a fundamentally different per-

spective based on mobilizing the power
of our class, the multiracial labor move-
ment. Massive protest and strike action

by New York's powerful and integrated

working class—transit, hospital, city and

hotel workers—would give an organized

political expression and social power to

the outrage of the inner cities against cop
terror

There will be no end to police brutality

short of the destruction of the system of

capitalist exploitation and racist oppres-

sion which the cops serve as armed
guard dogs. But a protest based on the

organized muscle of the labor movement
would give the cops and their capitalist

masters some pause. More importantly it

would serve to imbue the working class

with the understanding that its interests

are inseparably linked to the defense of

the ghettos and barrios and the fight for

black freedom.

The Labor Black League for Social

Defense stands for mobilizing the masses

of black, minority and working people

for integrated struggle against the brutal

system of race and class oppression that

is capitalist America. We fight to build a

leadership that is based on a program of

class struggle—the understanding that

the interests of the working people are

ing class seizes state power” (Challenge,

16 February) while a March 1 Challenge

article denounces “Sharpton and the other

liberal mis-leaders.” Only three months

earlier, PL eagerly promoted a homeless

protest organized by Sharpton and other

“liberal misleaders” as an electoral rally

for the Democratic Party. The contradic-

tion between PL’s red rhetoric and its ref-

ormist practice is a measure of the despair

it shares with all opportunists over the

revolutionary capacity of the proletariat.

At bottom, all these groups reject the

necessary struggle to bring revolutionary

consciousness to the working class, either

openly tailing Democratic Party liberals

and pro-Democratic Party labor bureau-

irreconcilably counterposed to those of

their capitalist class exploiters and their

political parties, be they Democrats or

Republicans.

That kind of leadership was seen in

action last October 23 at the head of the

nearly 10,000-strong mobilization that

ran the Klan out of New York City. Initi-

ated by the Partisan Defense Committee
and heavily built by the Labor Black

League and the Spartacist League this

mobilization, centered on the power of

labor, standing at the head of blacks,

immigrants, gays and all the intended

victims of Klan terror, was an example
of a workers party in action. Standing on

the other side of the barricades, working

overtime to stop this independent mobi-

lization of the working class, was Al

Sharpton and the Democratic Party

establishment who preached "tolerance"

for the KKK lynchers. Now. Sharpton

and the black preachers counsel toler-

ance for cop brutality telling black peo-

ple to turn the other cheek and pray.

It is through the leadership of a work-
ers party that the power of labor will be

welded to the anger of (he inner cities to

uproot a system based on exploitation and

oppression enforced by racist cop brutal-

ity. When those who labor rule we will

begin to build an egalitarian socialist

society where racist terror and oppression

will be eliminated once and for all and the

tremendous wealth of this society will

be used to provide a decent life for the

working people, blacks, immigrants, the

poor, the young, the aged*

crats or writing off the unions as a whole

as “fascist" as does PL. We fight to forge

the revolutionary party needed to win the

proletariat to an understanding of its role

as the gravedigger of the capitalist system

and defender of the rights of black peo-

ple and all the oppressed. This program

was given concrete expression in the

mass labor/black mobilization led by the

Partisan Defense Committee and Sparta-

cist League to stop the Klan on October

23. Despite the efforts of the Democrats

and reformist leftists like the ISO to stop

that mobilization, up to 10,000 trade

unionists, blacks, immigrants and youth

turned out on October 23 and drove

out the KKK killers. As we wrote in

"Labor/Black Mobilization Rides KKK
Out of NYC" (WV No. 122, 29 October

1999):
"It galvanized the anger against the

marauding, racist cops which exploded

earlier this year over the killing of black

African Amadou Diallo by the NYPD It

gave expression to the hundreds of thou-

sands in this city—from unionized work-

ers to immigrant cab drivers and hot dog
vendors, CUNY students, artists, AIDS
victims—who have had it with Giuliani s

mini-police state It demonstrated an

alternative to the Democratic Party politi-

cians, their black front men and labor

flunkies, who worked as feverishly to try

to demobilize any independent outpour-

ing of the working people and all the

enemies of Klan terror as they had done

to contain the protests over the Diallo

killing within the confines of electoral

pressure politics...

"What was seen on the streets of New
York City on October 23 was a micro-

cosm of a workers party in action, i.e.,

the working class mobilized in its own
interests, acting independently of the

government and parties of the capitalist

class."

Central to the political battle to build

that successful mobilization was the

understanding that the bourgeois state is

not neutral but is an instrument to main-

tain the rule of one class—the capital-

ists—over another class, the proletariat.

What was demonstrated in action was

the social power of the working class. The
October 23 mobilization gave flesh and

blood to the understanding that the inter-

ests of labor are inseparably linked to the

defense of the ghettos and barrios and

the fight for black freedom. While the

racist rulers have deemed an entire gener-

ation of black and minority youth a “sur-

plus" population to be brutalized, terror-

ized and blown away by the rampaging

cops, black people in their overwhelming

majority form a strategic component of

the multiracial working class. As part of

the working class they will play a van-

guard role in the fight for the victori-

ous socialist revolution that will elimi-

nate the system of class exploitation and

racist oppression that the cops "serve and

protect.”*
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Rogner/Netzhaul

February 1997 march against threatened job cuts in Ruhr industrial region

came just before Social Democratic misleaders sold out huge miners strike.

Unchaining German proletariat’s power requires struggle to split workers
frrtrrt QDH

Germany...
(continuedfrom page 5)

increasing nationalist tensions and coun-

terrevolutionary movements, especially

in the Baltic states. On the other hand,

there had also been powerful strikes by

the Siberian miners which rocked the

bureaucracy, where soviets had been set

up spontaneously and so on. We raised

the slogan, “For a federation of the

USSR and the DDR based on workers

democracy!"

The March 1 990 elections were a ref-

erendum on Yes or No to capitalist unifi-

cation. i.e., yes or no to capitalist coun-

terrevolution. We made clear that every

organizationhad to take a clear position

in front of the working class on that vital

question. Our central point over and

over again was a clear, unambiguous and

loud "No!”

As a tactic to maximize the vote

against counterrevolution as well as to

break away pro-socialist workers from

fake-left organizations which supported

counterrevolution, and to split and re-

group those left organizations that polar-

ized under the impact of the upcoming

referendum, we proposed the following

no-contest agreement: if an organization

is prepared to say clearly, publicly, unam-

biguously and in writing that they oppose
capitalist reunification, we would call on

our supporters to vote for their candidates

in places where we don’t run, and the

other party would likewise call on its sup-

porters to vote for our candidates where it

doesn't run. As it turned out, we were the

only ones who fought against capitalist

counterrevolution!

Stalinism: Gravedigger
of Revolutions

Under the impact of the bourgeois

offensive, the vanguard layers of the

working class increasingly despaired. To
give an example, when we went to the

city cleaning workers in Halle, we saw

our election placard hanging beside that

of the conservative Christian Democrats,

who at that time led the government in

West Germany. We asked, what's that?

That’s not quite the party we like to be

put next to. They told us: We either go

for revolution, then we vote for you

guys, or we go for capitalism and vote

for the party that has the best connec-

tions and access to capital. This kind of

polarization really gives you an idea

about the desperation of the workers.

On March 18. 85 percent voted for

either the Christian Democratic or Social

Democratic-based coalitions, i.e., for

capitalist reunification. We told the bitter

truth to the working class internationally:

“Fourth Reich Wins in DDR Vote."

Counterrevolution had won. which was a

bitter defeat not only for the German
working class but internationally. What
followed—the introduction of the West

German D-mark, the dissolution of the

DDR army, police and so on—had basi-

cally been decided by that time. It was

the SED/PDS that led the counterrevolu-

tion, it was the Social Democracy which

was the Trojan horse of counterrevolu-

tion, and all the fake left supported coun-

terrevolution. It was only the ICL that

had fought against counterrevolution and

given revolutionary leadership to the

working class.

The counterrevolution led the bour-

geoisie to launch a triumphalist cam-
paign over the supposed “death of com-

munism.” One of their ideologues even

proclaimed the “end of history.” At the

same time, the counterrevolution has

thrown back the consciousness of the

proletariat worldwide. This is even more

so because the counterrevolution was led

from the inside, by the Stalinist bureauc-

racy. It was Gorbachev himself who pro-

claimed the superiority of capitalism

over socialism.

Our party is not immune from the

pressures of society. Jan Norden, a for-

mer leading member of the ICL. couldn’t

face the grim reality of counterrevolution

in Germany. He put forward the ignorant

and anti-Trotskyist perspective that there

would be mass resistance by the working

class, that the social-democratic, ex-

Stalinist PDS would split, etc. This led to

a series of adaptations and capitulations

to the PDS. basically denying our role as

the revolutionary leadership in 1989-90

as well as the PDS’ role as the counter-

revolutionary leadership in the struggle.

This adaptation came to a peak in a

January 1995 public forum in Berlin,

where Norden stretched out his hands to

the Stalinists in the PDS. ascribing to

them “attachments” to the DDR—the

DDR that was destroyed five years

before. He claimed that the Stalinists

couldn’t even “conceive of a proletarian

political revolution" at that time. Not

only could they, they had been haunted

by its possibility after Treptow Over and

over again. Norden asserted that there

was no revolutionary leadership in 1989-

90. What, then, was the whole purpose

of our intervention? Surely not to cozy

up to the Stalinist bureaucracy.

Basically, Norden was capitulating to

the “death of communism" campaign of

the bourgeoisie and searching for forces

other than the proletariat and programs

other than our revolutionary Trotskyist

program. The internal fight that subse-

quently took place against this revision-

ism was key to rearming our international

in the struggle for new October Revolu-

tions (see our International Bulletin No.

38, ‘The Norden ‘Group’— Shamefaced

Defectors from Trotskyism”). Too politi-

cally cowardly to build a faction and

carry on an open political fight for their

positions inside our party, the Norden

group organized their own expulsions in

1996 by breaking discipline. They then

formed the Internationalist Group (IG).

Soon thereafter, the IG confirmed its

grossly opportunist character. They trum-

peted a group of trade-union opportunists

in Brazil called Luta Metalurgica which

has repeatedly committed class treason

by dragging the Volta Redonda Municipal

Workers Union into the courts in order to

try to keep their supporter, an ex-cop. in

the union presidency.

Forward to New October
Revolutions!

In the summer of 1990, the ICL
initiated an internal discussion to assess

our intervention in the DDR and deepen

the lessons, as well as to understand the

events further unfolding in East Europe
and the Soviet Union. Events in the DDR
did not unfold exactly as Trotsky had
predicted. In 1933, in “The Class Nature

of the Soviet State," Trotsky wrote:

“The Marxist thesis relating to the cata-

strophic character of the transfer of
power from the hands of one class into

the hands of another applies not only
to revolutionary periods, when history

sweeps madly ahead, hut also to the peri-

ods of counterrevolution, when society
rolls backwards He who asserts that the
Soviet government has been gradually
changed from proletarian to bourgeois is

only, so to speak, running backwards the

film of reformism"

The transfer of power from the prole-

tariat to the bourgeoisie in 1990 was
surely catastrophic, and the German
bourgeoisie did destroy the East German

workers state However. Trotsky had also

advanced the prognosis that a civil war

would be required to restore capitalism in

the Soviet Union and undo the deepgoing

proletarian revolution. In the discussion,

we noted that Trotsky had overdrawn the

analogy between a social revolution in

capitalist society and social counter revo-

lution in a deformed workers state.

Whereas the capitalists exercise direct

ownership over the means of production

and are thus compelled to violently resist

the overthrow of their system in order to

defend their own property, the preserva-

tion of proletarian power depends princi-

pally on the consciousness and organiza-

tion of the working class. Trotsky himself

had stated this decisive factor in a num-

ber of writings. Two of the documents

from this discussion, those by Joseph

Seymour and Albert St. John, are pub-

lished in Spartacist (English-language

edition] No. 45-46 (Winter 1990-91).

This discussion prepared us to inter-

vene in the Soviet Union and fight there

to mobilize the working class against

counterrevolution, which had been fur-

ther strengthened by the Gorbachev-

supported counterrevolution in the DDR
When Yeltsin made his coup in August

1991, we called on the workers in the

USSR to mobilize to smash the Yeltsinite

counterrevolutionaries. This coup opened

the period of open counterrevolution; it

was an event of central importance, but

the question was not yet finally decided.

We did not write off the USSR immedi-

ately but fought tooth and nail against the

consolidation of the counterrevolution.

The multinational Soviet working class

got drowned by the counterrevolutionary

flood because it was politically atomized

as a result of the usurpation of political

power by the Stalinists in 1923-24, para-

lyzed by CIA-supported. Yeltsin-friendly

fake “free trade unions" as well as by the

nasty chauvinist poison of the many Sta-

linist remnants. Thus Yeltsin was able in

the coming months to consolidate a bour-

geois state, finally destroying the work-

ers state that issued out of the October

Revolution.

Despite the campaign of the bourgeoi-

sie. communism is not dead at all. It

lives in the class struggles that capitalism

itself inevitably creates and in the revo-

lutionary program of Trotskyism. It's the

consciousness of the proletariat which is

key in the struggle for revolution as well

as in the struggle against counterrevolu-

tion. This consciousness does not come
spontaneously but must be brought into

the working class by the revolutionary

party. As Trotsky explained in Lessons of
October, drawing the lessons from the

successful Russian Revolution in con-

trast to the failed German Revolution of

1923: "Without a party, apart from a

party, over the head of a party, or with a

substitute for a party, the proletarian rev-

olution cannot conquer." And our suc-

cessful October 23 lubor/black mobiliza-

tion that rode the KKK out of New York
City demonstrates the power of the prole-

tariat when led by a revolutionary ”an-

guard party and marching at the head of

all the oppressed. Forward to new Octo-
ber Revolutions! That's what the ICL is

fighting for.B

Just Out!

Spartacist
(German edition)

No. 21

Spring 2000

$2 (64 pages)

Make checks payable/mail to:

Spartacist Publishing Co.
Box 1377 GPO
New York. NY 10116

S533Sc|st]2
Oie Ruiiiichr Revolution und der rujimmenbruciTi

Der Bankrott der Theoi
uber eine „Neue Klass

" ,^*SC6 .

,

SSE.
_ MMfa

2?5 a" u"- °PP~«.on

•owl.S'i! Ba r°o
-R#,, » Fr»*<llon- In de

•a:
a“

!

0,e *-ehren von Indonesien i<

Spartakist

June 1992 East Berlin march against reactionary West German abortion law.

SpAD banner reads, “Capitalist Anschluss: Slavery for Women.”

10 WORKERS VANGUARD



South Africa...
(continuedfrom page 12)

and must mobilise their social power in

strikes against the capitalist government.

However, especially in a society where

organised labour represents only a frac-

tion of the oppressed black masses, the

working class cannot improve or even

defend its economic conditions simply

through trade-union struggle.

What’s urgently posed is the fight for a

party like the Bolshevik Party of Lenin

and Trotsky which led the workers of

Russia to power in the October Revolu-

tion of 1917, a Leninist vanguard party

representing the immediate and historical

interests of the proletariat in its struggle

against capitalist exploitation. Only a

party with a programme to overthrow

capitalism and smash the bourgeois state

can consistently tight for workers’ inter-

ests against the powerful forces of world

capitalism.

Like much of COSATU, the leader-

ship of NUMSA is dominated by the

SACP, which for decades has been

closely allied to the ANC and holds key

ministerial posts in the capitalist Mbeki

government. As the SACP hemorrhages

members and loses its grip at the base,

its treachery at the lop becomes all the

more stark. The VW strike look on not

only increased exploitation of the VW
workforce, but also the pro-capitalist

trade-union leadership dominated by the

SACP. The SACP—what Lenin called a

bourgeois workers party—has a working-

class base but a thoroughly pro-capitalist

leadership and programme and encom-

passes outright nationalists, government

ministers and labour reformists as well

as workers looking for a revolution-

ary perspective. As revolutionary Marx-

ists, Spartacist South Africa seeks to

break the working class from its reformist

SACP misleaders, building a multiracial

Leninist-Trolskyist vanguard party.

A serious struggle to confront and

defeat the ANC-led bourgeois-nationalist

regime requires the class independence of

the proletariat, meaning above all inde-

pendence from the capitalist state. The
state—its cops, courts and army

—

is not

neutral but rather is wielded by the bour-

geoisie to suppress the working class and

to protect the profit and property of the

capitalists. After the firing of the VW
strikers, the Uitenhage Crisis Committee,

which represents the victimised workers,

issued a statement on their demands and

origins, which included a call for "medi-

ation from an independent source that

they have confidence in.” Mediation has

become a standard code word for appeals

to the bourgeois courts and strikebreak-

ing “arbitrators." Indeed, the Uitenhage

Crisis Committee is reportedly consid-

ering a lawsuit against NUMSA. We
oppose moves to sue NUMSA in the

bosses’ courts for reinstatement of the

strikers. Dragging the workers organisa-

tions into the capitalist courts is a viola-

tion of the most elementary working-

class principles. It’s dangerous to presume
one can fight the COSATU bureaucracy’s

subordination of the unions to the state by

appealing to the courts of the capitalist

class enemy.

The WIVL, which has been aiding the

Committee, has a track record of spitting

on the fight for trade union independence

from the bourgeois slate. The case of for-

mer Chemical Workers Industrial Union
(CWIU) president Abraham Agulhas, a

WIVL supporter, is only one example.

Agulhas was suspended as a shop stew-

ard for a period of five years as a result

of a witchhunt “against members and

officials who rejected the ANC and

SACP as parties who have sold out the

working class," according to a statement

from WIVL supporters circulated to us.

Agulhas and his supporters then went on

to apply “for a declaratory order through

the courts to declare us members" after

the union kicked them out.

Agulhas has since spearheaded the

formation of a breakaway Oil, Chemical,

General and Allied Workers Union

(OCGAWU). Workers considering any

split away from COSATU into so-called

“independent” groupings should beware:

setting up such breakaway unions not

only weakens the workers movement in

its day-to-day struggle with the employ-

ers but also separates the more politically

advanced workers from those who still

have illusions in the ANC/SACP regime.

We stand for the principle of industrial

unionism—organising all workers in a

given industry in one union on an inter-

nally democratic basis—in opposition to

the formation of politically rival unions.

Furthermore, fake leftists like WIVL
have no compunction when it comes to

wielding the bourgeois state to intervene

in the labour movement, so long as they

can rule their own fiefdoms. While

defending Agulhas against victimisation,

we sharply oppose his resort to the courts

as a class betrayal. We in the International

Communist League have fought interna-

tionally to keep the bourgeoisie’s courts

out of the internal affairs of the labour

movement and oppose suing the unions as

a point of principle. Labour must clean its

own house!

The Workers International Vanguard

League urges workers to focus on "trade

union" issues alone. Their leaflet defend-

ing VW strikers mentions the ANC capi-

talist government only in passing, saving

all the fire for the NUMSA leadership. It

urges: "NUMSA workers.^ake control of

your union! Down with undemocratic

leadership! No holding-hands with the

bosses!" Class-struggle leadership in the

unions is not a question of “democracy”

in the abstract, or simply one of "worker

control.” At bottom, what is required is a

many-sided struggle against the South

African capitalist state now governed

by the bourgeois-nationalist ANC. The
working class, led by its vanguard party,

must place itself at the head of all

oppressed sections of society.

For a Leninist-Trotskyist Party!

It’s no accident that NUMSA, which

routinely debates a motion to leave the

"alliance" at its congresses, is at the heart

of a renewed semi-syndicalist mood. This

sentiment today draws on the earlier

“workerist” current, an amalgam of quasi-

syndicalist and left social-democratic pol-

itics emerging from the Federation of

South African Trade Unions (FOSATU),
from which NUMSA originated under

leaders like John Gomomo and Moses
Mayekiso in the late 1970s and early '80s.

While declaring their independence of

and distrust toward the ANC, the "work-

erists” had no programme or perspective

for leading the struggle against national

oppression embedded in the apartheid

system. And so they ended up by folding

at COSATU’s 1987 national congress

and accepting the ANC’s Freedom Char-

ter, subordinating the unions to the very

bourgeois-nationalist party they had pre-

viously criticised.

The inadequacy of the “workerist” cur-

rent—with its sole focus on building a

trade-union movement—has already been

underscored by the simple fact that while

union struggles have pushed industrial

wages up over the past 20 years, there’s

been no fundamental change in the struc-

ture of the South African economy, no

closure of the apartheid wage gap. no end

to the terrible impoverishment of the rural

masses.

COSATU has never organised broadly

the millions of agricultural labourers,

who are (along with the miners) the most

exploited and oppressed section of the

South African proletariat. More gener-

ally, the union movement has paid little

attention to the impoverished rural popu-

lation, both in the former bantustans and

on the white-owned farms where condi-

tions are scarcely different from those

under the old apartheid system. Unem-
ployment, widespread among all layers

of society, cannot be combatted through

trade-union action alone, but ultimately

requires expanding industrial production

at the highest levels, which will only

happen through the socialist reconstruc-

tion of society.

Only a planned socialist economy, pan

of an international socialist society

where capitalism has been swept away,

can rid South Africa of its deeply rooted

inequalities—raising up the township

poor, the women oppressed in polyga-

mous marriages and sold like chattel

under lobola (money paid as a “bride

price”) and the millions today eking out

an existence on the bantustans, and alle-

viating the suffering of the millions

dying from AIDS. The proletariat must

place itself at the head of the struggle for

the national liberation of black Africans,

a struggle culminating in a black-centred

workers government in which there will

be a place for coloureds, Indians and

those anti-racist whites who support the

democratic rule of the black majority.

Not only is simple trade-union strug-

gle inadequate to the task of improving

the conditions of the black masses, but

underlying this strategy is the assump-

tion that Mbeki’s regime has ushered in

a stable bourgeois democracy. Illusions

in the bourgeois state are clearly seen in

delegates’ welcoming the cop “union”

POPCRU at COSATU’s national con-

gress last August. From the ex-Stalinist

SACP to the left nationalists and labour

bureacrats, most of the left push the lie

that with more black cops, the police are

part of “our” struggle.

This was certainly not the understand-

ing in the late 1980s, when cops in the

townships and bantustans were singled

out for retribution by the outraged young

black “comrades.” To be sure, at that

time the cops, including black cops, were

carrying out the orders of the white-

supremacist government. Today, the cops

take their orders from ANC leaders who
claim to represent the oppressed black

majority. But in reality the ANC min-

isters are just the political front men for

the white capitalists, whether in Johan-

nesburg or Frankfurt, and the cops

—

black or white—remain the armed thugs

of the capitalist state. As the VW strike

showed, this government has no qualms

about mass firings and unleashing police

force to attack black workers. Mbeki

could just as soon imprison thousands of

workers’ leaders as Botha did in 1985,

borrowing the same tactics and using the

same state apparatus. Cops and security

guards out of the labour movement!

South Africa, both under the former

white-supremacist government and today

under the bourgeois-nationalist ANC,
confirms what Trotsky’s theory of perma-

nent revolution predicted: that in back-

ward countries, economic and social

modernisation and genuine national lib-

eration can be achieved only through

socialist revolution and its extension

especially to the advanced capitalist

countries of North America, West Europe

and Japan. A workers revolution in South

Africa would shake the capitalist world,

finding an echo not only among the

oppressed black masses in Brazil and the

U.S. but also among the millions of union

members, minorities and intellectuals

who actively solidarised with the struggle

against white-supremacist rule in the

apartheid state. For the perspective of

permanent revolution in South Africa to

become a reality requires the forging of a

proletarian, revolutionary, internationalist

Leninist-Trotskyist party. This is what

Spartacist South Africa, section of the

International Communist League, fights

for today.
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component of capitalist ANC-led government which breaks strikes, attacks

township and rural poor.
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ANC Government Escalates

War on South African Workers
Down With Neo-Apartheid Capitalism!

For a Black-Centered Workers Government!

JOHANNESBURG—At the opening of

Parliament in February, South African

president Thabo Mbeki declared open
war on the labour movement. His speech

marked an escalation of ongoing austerity

attacks against the overwhelmingly black

proletariat, signalled last .year by break-

ing the public sector workers strike. Sin-

gling out a recent wildcat strike at the

Volkswagen auto plant in Uitenhage,

Mbeki fumed: "Jobs, a belter life for our

people in the context of a growing econ-

omy and our standing in the eyes of the

investor community cannot be held hos-

tage by elements pursuing selfish and

anti-social purposes."

Despite Mbeki’s rhetoric about “black

economic empowerment,” the economic
basis of apartheid—the superexploita-

tion of black labour by the white capi-

talist class and its senior partners on

Wall Street and in the City of London

—

remains after six years of African

National Congress (ANC) government,

first under Nelson Mandela and now
under his successor Mbeki Not surpris-

ingly, Mbeki’s speech, denouncing the

VW strike as "illegal and unjustified,”

won kudos from international finance

capitalists. At the same time. South Afri-

can Communist Party (SACP) leader

Blade Nzimande called it a "very unify-

ing speech" This, too, is not surpris-

ing since the reformist SACP is united

with the bourgeois-nationalist ANC in

administering the neo-apartheid capital-

ist government.

Mbeki underscored the government’s
commitment to promoting "black capital-

ism" at the expense of the black proletar-

iat. Far from having redistributed wealth

from the white racist bourgeoisie to the

black masses, the ANC-led government
has spawned a black bourgeois layer

working in government, in the corporate

offices of Anglo American and other

Randlords, or pushing "black empower-
ment" schemes. While the black petty

bourgeoisie has become increasingly sat-

isfied by the “new” South Africa, at least

40 percent of the black labour force is

unemployed, a figure far higher in town-
ships like Soweto and Lamontville.

Mbeki personifies an aspiring black

bourgeoisie derisively dubbed “the gravy
train" by the black masses. These black
exploiters join their more powerful white
partners in sucking off the wealth of the

country produced by the black workers.
And the bourgeois-nationalist ANC is

aided in this by the SACP and the Con-

gress of South African Trade Unions
(COSATU), which join in administering

the capitalist government through the

"tripartite alliance," a nationalist popu-
lar front. From its inception, the “tri-

partite alliance” has sought to maintain

an “investor friendly” environment. We
warned at the time of the public sector

strike last fall that as a capitalist party

external to the workers movement, “the

ANC would not shrink from seeking to

smash the trade unions if necessary to

defend its class interests” (VW No. 718,3
September 1999). Since coming to power
in 1994, the ANC has made crystal clear

its fundamental hostility to the needs and
aspirations of the black masses.

Mbeki’s speech was meant to placate

foreign investors shaken by the wildcat at

Volkswagen SA—one of the largest ven-

tures by outside investors in the country

and a strategic job site in the impover-

ished Eastern Cape. The struggle at VW
was sparked by a split within the National

Union of Metalworkers of South Africa

(NUMSA) local after 1 3 shop stewards in

the Uitenhage plant were suspended by

the NUMSA leadership. On January 20,

more than 4,000 workers downed tools to

back the suspended shop stewards amid
simmering conflicts over renegotiated

holiday leaves, forced overtime and unre-

solved issues going back to 1996. The
company management, explaining that

"full production could not commence due
to high absenteeism as well as the refusal

by some employees to commence work-
ing," then shut down the plant, in effect

locking out the workers.

The NUMSA leadership openly backed
the VW management, with union presi-

dent Mtutuzeli Tom announcing that "the

company has the right to apply whatever

means it believes are justified to get peo-

ple back on the job” (Dispatch Online,

2 February). On February 4, VW fired

1 ,300 workers and suspended 1 50 others.

This was followed by “Operation Beetle.”

as 200 armed police occupied townships

around the plant to suppress resistance. A
police official declared: “The SA Police

Service will not tolerate any form of

intimidation in this type of situation."

To justify the suppression of the strike

and the mass firing, the bourgeois media
played up the supposed role in the Uiten-

hage events of the Workers International

Vanguard League (WIVL), a small Cape
Town-based leftist group, implying that

the workers action was instigated by
“reds.” Along the same lines, an SACP
Political Bureau statement branded the

strikers as “opportunist elements that

seek to divide organised workers with

pseudo-radical demagoguery.” The work-

ers movement must defend the WIVL,
other left-wing groups and union mili-

tants against red-baiting attacks by the

ANC-led government and its political

hatchet men.

The struggle to reinstate the 1 .300 fired

Volkswagen strikers is of vital concern
for the South African workers move-
ment and, indeed, for the international

proletariat. The German auto giant, with

its far-flung operations in production, dis-

tribution and marketing, is vulnerable to

international labour action. And it is, of

course, most vulnerable in Germany
itself, a country with one of the largest,

strongest and best-organised trade-union

movements in the world.

Break with the
“Tripartite Alliance”!

Workers are already voting with theii

feet against the ANC/SACP/COSATU
"tripartite alliance” by abandoning its

various structures. As black workers be-

come increasingly disillusioned not only
with the ANC but also the SACP. they

view the unions as the only possible

means of defence against the capitalist

state and the bosses. Shop stewards
now quit their posts rather than toe the

COSATU bureaucracy’s pro-ANC line.

Strikes break out without “official” say-

so. Unionists leave COSATU for rival

federations lacking ties to the “alliance.”

A parallel and overlapping movement
against the ANC/SACP leadership is

spinning out splits in the mass organisa-
tions in the black townships, the “civics.”

Advanced workers hostile to the pro-

capitalist leadership in the unions openly
debate in local branch meetings, she-
beens and pubs whether to fight within

COSATU to break it from the "alliance"
or whether to simply pull out ofCOSATU
in a move toward "independent" unions.
COSATU should quit the alliance and get

out of the government. The unions can

continued on page 11
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More than 4,000 workers at Volkswagen Uitenhage plant staged wildcat strike
in January in defense of suspended NUMSA shop stewards. Workers were
subjected to company lockout, cop attacks and mass firing.
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Mass Protest in Tallahassee to

Defend Affirmative Action
Break with the Democrats!

Build a Workers Party!

Less than two months after 50,000

people demonstrated against the Confed-

erate flag in Columbia. South Caro-

lina. as many as 50,000 came out in Tal-

lahassee, Florida on March 7 to protest

Republican governor Jeb Bush’s "One
Florida" plan, which would eliminate

affirmative action in university admis-

sions and state contracting jobs. From
the podium at the Tallahassee march, a

veteran of the black Tuskegee Airmen’s

squadron in World War II told the over-

whelmingly black protesters that he was
not going back to the days when he

could not set foot on a beach in the "sun-

shine state
"

It was to signal white racist defiance

of the Supreme Court's 1954 Brown v.

Board of Education decision against seg-

regation in public schools that the Con-
federate flag of slavery was first brought

out again by the Democratic governor of

Georgia in 1956. For the black popula-

tion in the South, the fight for integrated

education is deeply understood as crucial

to the historic struggle for black equality.

This is keenly felt in Florida, whose
racist notoriety even in the Deep South is

captured by references to the "Redneck
Riviera" along the Gulf Coast and the

“cracker belt" in the north.

Some 600 public school bus drivers

from Miami took off from their jobs to

(ravel 500 miles to Tallahassee for the

protest. There, they joined labor contin-

gents from across the state representing

ILA longshoremen. AFSCME govern-

ment workers, Laborers, Teamsters and
many other unions. Many of these work-

ers defied threats of being laid off or

fired in order to take the day off for the

march. Among the many students were
hundreds of high school students, includ-

ing some who had been threatened with

failing grades if they missed school to

attend. Veterans of the civil rights move-
ment recalled the bitter and bloody bat-

tles that were waged in the 1950s and

'60s to break Jim Crow segregation.

The mass protests in Columbia and

Tallahassee—the biggest demonstrations

in the South against racist reaction since

the civil rights movement—speak to

renewed volatility among the black pop-

ulation in the area. The union presence in

Tallahassee underlines the vanguard role

to be played by black labor in the coming
battles for black rights and to crack the

"open shop” South. But that was not the

purpose of the "Coalition of Conscience”
protest organisers, which included the

NAACP, black churches and the state

AFL-CIO. On the contrary, their aim was
to shackle the power of organized black

workers, and channel the militancy and
determination of the protesters behind the

Democratic Party.

This was put baldly by black Demo-
cratic Congresswoman Corrine Brown,
who told the crowd: "Don't be confused

about why we're here today. It's about

continued on page 10

Burk/Flonda Times-Umon
Tallahassee, March 7: As many as 50,000, including many black trade
unionists, turned out to protest racist rollback of affirmative action.

Racist Cop Terror and
the Legacy of Slavery

We publish below an edited talk to a
Workers Vanguard readers group in the

San Francisco Bay Area which discussed
the January 17 march in Columbia.
South Carolina against the Confederate
flag and the February 25 verdict in the

Amadou Diallo case. The talk was given
by Spcirtacist League and Labor Black
League spokesman Don Cane.

The pre-Civil War Supreme Court
declared in the 1857 Dred Scott case that

the black slave had no rights that were

bound to be respected. The stales of the

Jim Crow South, in response to the black
struggle against Jim Crow segregation in

the 1950s and '60s, raised the Confeder-
ate battle flag over their capitols. This
was their statement that the Dred Scott

verdict is still the law of the land.

The whitewash "not guilty” verdict of
the Albany. New York court of the four

cops who killed Amadou Diallo is just

the latest affirmation of the legacy of the

Dred Scott verdict. Now Al Sharpton and

other black Democrats are calling for a

federal “civil rights” prosecution of the

four cops. But were Amadou Diallo’s

civil rights violated? This is the polite

liberal way of explaining 41 bullets and
19 bullet wounds. This is the polite lib-

eral lie that maintains that we are all

Americans with rights. This is the polite

liberal apology for a state power that

kills without pause in the name of profits

and the "American way.”

Rev. Al Sharpton, former FBI fink and

charlatan hustler, proclaims, “Any man
has the right to expect the police to pro-

tect him and not shoot him " Karl Marx
spoke of religion as “the opium of the

people" easing the pain of the here-and-

now life of capitalist misery and cruelty.

The “opium of the people" pushed by
Sharpton is cut with baking soda. It

brings no relief. It is counterfeit.

Let us be clear on this: right stands no
higher than might. The highly class-

conscious US. capitalist ruling class

understands this well. Abroad they bully

and bomb weaker nations from Iraq to the

Balkans into submission, into acceptance

of their imperialist diktat. At home the

velvet glove of "democracy" is pulled off

to reveal the iron fist—outlawing the New
York Transport Workers Union's right to

strike and the Charleston International

Longshoremen's Association's right to

picket.

continued on page 4
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Finish the Civil War! Black Liberation

Through Socialist Revolution!7



In an outrageous attack on Transport

Workers Union (TWU) Local l(X), on

March 1 the Transit Authority (TA)

called in NYPD cops to bust up a shop-

gate union meeting at the 240th Street

transit barn in the Bronx, throwing 18

night-shift subway cleaners out on the

street. Leveling bogus charges of “gross

insubordination,” the TA fired all the

“provisional” workers outright and sus-

pended the “permanents," including the

union steward, without pay.

The cop attack on the union meeting

came only a few hours after a discrimi-

nation complaint had been made against

a shop foreman who has long been noto-

rious for racist harassment. Transit work-

ers told WV that no sooner had the union

meeting started than the foreman crashed

into the crew room, demanding that the

workers end the meeting. A supervisor

and another manager then appeared, fol-

lowed by the cops.

The union should have immediately

made clear to the arrogant TA bosses that

not a single train would pull in or out of

the station unless all 18 cleaners were

reinstated on the spot with full pay and no

disciplinary action. But far from mobiliz-

ing the union membership, the Local 100

leadership under President Willie James

did not even publicize the TA attack;

weeks after the victimizations, even many
workers at 240th Street were totally in the

dark about what had happened.

Three weeks after the event, the “pro-

visionals” remain fired and the “perma-

nents"—who are also threatened with

termination—are being dragged through

the TA's arbitration machinery. As for the

self-styled opposition to James within the

Local 100 bureaucracy. New Directions

(ND), on March 20 it issued a “207th St

Report" demanding "that all 18 be

returned to work with full back pay” and

urging James to “organize system-wide

protests” and “a massive publicity cam-

paign." To what end? To pursue "a special

effort at arbitration.”

Reliance on arbitration—or the Feds’

Equal Employment Opportunity investi-

gators, who have also been called in—is

Imperialism and War

Since the destruction of the Soviet Union

in 1991-92, rivalries among the major capi-

talist powers—centrally, the U.S., Japan and
Germany—have intensified and come to the

fore, pointing to the threat of a new inter-

imperialist world war. From promoting

the "human rights" cover for the U.S.-led

NATO war against Serbia last year to hail-

ing the chauvinist, anti-Communist WTO
protest in Seattle in December, the reformist LENIN
"socialists" line up behind their imperialist

rulers, following in the footsteps of the Social Democrats who mobilized the workers for

the slaughter of World War I. Attacking such class traitors in a speech to the First All-

Russia Congress of Soviets in June 1917, V.l. Lenin explained that the root cause of

World War I lay in the world imperialist system, which can be destroyed only through

proletarian revolution.

Imperialism is a definite stage in the development of world capital Capitalism,

which has been developing for decades, created a situation in which a small group of

immensely rich countries—there are no more than four; Britain, France, Germany and

the U.S.A.—amassed wealth amounting to hundreds of thousands of millions, and con-

centrated vast power in the hands of the big banks and big capitalists—there are only a

couple or half a dozen of them at most in each of these countries—immense power

encompassing the whole world, and literally divided the whole globe territorially by

setting up colonies....

What is the practical way out of this war as we see it? We say: the way out of this

war lies only through revolution. Support the revolution of the classes oppressed by

the capitalists, overthrow the capitalist class in your country and thereby set an exam-
ple to other countries. That alone is socialism. That alone means fighting the war.

Everything else is empty promises, phrase-mongering or pious wishes. Socialism has

been split all over the world. You continue to confuse things by associating with social-

ists who back their governments. You forget that in Britain and Germany, the true

socialists, who express the socialism of the masses, are isolated and have been thrown
into gaol. Yet they alone express the interests of the proletarian movement. But what if

in Russia the oppressed class found itself in power? When asked how we shall break

out of the war by ourselves, we answer: you cannot break out of it by yourself. All our

Party resolutions and all speakers at our public meetings call it absurd to say you can

break out of this war by yourself. This war involves hundreds of millions of people
and hundreds of thousands of millions in capital. The only way out is the transfer of
power to the revolutionary class which must really break imperialism, its financial,

banking and annexationist threads. Until this happens nothing will have been done.

— V.l. Lenin, “Speech on the War” (June 1917)
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the kiss of death. These are agencies of

management and the capitalist state.

Meanwhile. ND has repeatedly resorted

to court suits against the union ! ND’s

practice of dragging the TWU into the

capitalist courts opens the union to direct

intervention by the class enemy, serving

to subordinate the union to the capitalist

state.

The failure of the union leadership

—both James and ND—to fight man-

agement’s attack with the weapons of

class struggle can only embolden the

TA's union-busting campaign. The anti-

union assault at 240th Street comes less

than three months after the police-state-

style attack on the TWU on the eve of a

threatened strike in December. Republi-

can mayor Giuliani and Democratic

Party state attorney general Eliot Spitzer

brought down injunctions criminalizing

not only strike action but even use of the

word “strike," while an army of cops was

deployed against the union to enforce

these measures. This bipartisan union-

busting vendetta underscored yet again

that the capitalist Democratic Party pro-

moted by the trade-union bureaucracy as

a “friend of labor” is an enemy of labor

and minorities.

The TWU has the power to shut down
New York City, the center of world

finance capitalism. But instead of wield-

ing that power, the James bureaucracy

bowed to the government's strikebreak-

ing threats and enforced the injunctions

against the union membership. This was

to be expected, as James has not only

worked hand in glove with the city

administration and TA management but

literally invited cop spokesmen onto the

platform at the huge union rallies during

contract negotiations.

At a December 15 rally the day after

the injunctions were imposed. ND like-

wise urged the ranks to observe the court

order while an ND spokesman appealed

to the cops as "heroes” who also deserved

a pay raise. These are the same cops who

rampage through the inner cities and

serve as enforcers of capitalist strike-

breaking against the unions. And both

James and ND support the presence ofTA
“property protection” security cops in the

union. The cops and courts are direct

agents of the capitalist class enemy; they

have no place in the labor movement.

Cops out of the TWU!
The mostly black, Hispanic and

women cleaners, treated as lowest of the

low by the TA, have repeatedly gotten the

shaft. In 1996, James pushed through a

contract provision mandating the replace-

ment of hundreds of unionized cleaners’

jobs by “workfare” recipients. In recent

weeks, there has been a marked increase

in the number of "workfare” cleaners on

the platform at the 242nd Street station

next to the transit bam. The use of welfare

recipients to work as slave labor is a

union-busting measure against the TWU,
aimed at pitting the union against its

potential allies in the ghettos and barrios.

Down with “workfare”! The TWU must

organize these workers into the union

with full union wages, benefits and job

protections. Such action would be a

powerful statement by this heavily black

and Hispanic union that it stands in the

defense of the impoverished ghetto and

barrio masses.

Both wings of the TWU Local 100

bureaucracy act to shackle the union to

the capitalist state and the capitalist polit-

ical parties, chiefly the Democrats. As the

latest management/cop attack underlines,

defense of the union itself cries out for a

new, class-struggle leadership of the

TWU, a leadership forged in the struggle

for a workers party opposed to the capi-

talist parties and the whole capitalist

system. Emboldened by the capitulation

of the union tops last December, the TA
bosses hope to pick off sections of the

workforce in order to send a message of

intimidation to all transit workers. An
injury to one is an injury to all! Reinstate

all the cleaners with full back pay!«

Charges Dropped Against

Chicago Anti-Nazi Protesters
On March 8, the Cook County

State’s Attorney dropped all charges

against three Chicago trade unionists

—Bernard Branche, Daniel Smith and

Marc Vesecky—who were arrested on

January 21 when 200 demonstrators

drove Nazi Matthew Hale off North-

western University campus in Evans-

ton. Last summer, a member of Hale’s

“World Church of the Creator,” Benja-

min Smith, went on a shooting spree

targeting Jews, blacks and Asians, kill-

ing Ricky Byrdsong, a black man and

former NU basketball coach, and

Korean student Won Joon Yoon.

Hale’s appearance at Northwestern

was aimed at recruiting more fascist

killers like Smith. Armed with metal

poles. Hale and his stonmtroopers went

straight for black protesters who had

mobilized together with the Spartacist

League/Spartacus Youth Club and
Labor Black Struggle League in call-

ing to stop these fascist killers. When
protesters disarmed the Nazis, police

moved in and arrested the three anti-

Hale protesters. While under protec-

tion of a phalanx of riot-equipped

cops, Hale, his lip split and swollen,

was surrounded by 200 outraged pro-

testers. pelted with snowballs and

forced to beat a hasty retreat under

police protection.

In a February 23 protest letter to

the State's Attorney, Amalgamated
Transit Union Local 308, of which
Branche is a member, stated: “Far

from being a ’crime,’ this successful

defense against racist attacks, which
sent Hale packing, was a victory for

working people and minorities in the

Chicago area."
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NYPD Murder Machine Strikes Again

Latest victim of

NYPD terror:

Patrick Dorismond,
with girlfriend

Karen Sturkey and
their daughter.

Shortly after midnight on March 16.

Patrick Dorismond. a 26-year-old black

man and father ol two, was minding his

own business, talking on his cell phone
while trying to hail a cab in Midtown
Manhattan. Within minutes, he was
blown away by an undercover narc for the

crime of being black in racist America.
Dorismond had just emerged from the

Wakamba Cocktail Lounge in the gar-

ment district, where he went to have a

couple of beers after his shift as a secur-

ity guard for the 34th Street Business

Improvement District. Seeking to entrap

Dorismond, Detective Anderson Moran,
one of a three-member team of the

NYPD's “Operation Condor” narcotics

squad, approached him and his co-

worker Kevin Kaiser, asking where he

could buy “some smoke." When Doris-

mond told Moran to go away, the cop
punched him and signaled for his two
partners. Detective Anthony Vasquez

rushed in with his gun drawn, thrust the

weapon into Dorismond 's chest and

fired. The narc squad had already hauled

in eight people that night under their

"buy and bust” m.o. Now they gave the

racist “war on drugs" a grotesque twist

by killing Dorismond in cold blood

because he didn’t have any drugs.

Dorismond’s killing came just two

weeks after the police, celebrating the

acquittal of the four cops who killed

Amadou Diallo, put a bullet through 23-

year-old Malcolm Ferguson’s head at

pointblank range in the same Bronx

neighborhood where Diallo had been

shot down. Just as they did after Fergu-

son’s killing, top cop Howard Safir and

racist NYC mayor Giuliani immediately

jumped in front of news cameras to say

Dorismond deserved to die because he

had a criminal record—which turned out

to be a couple of “disorderly conducts"

for throwing a punch and getting in a

heated traffic dispute. Giuliani even had

the cops open a juvenile file on Doris-

mond, sealed by law, which allegedly

documented an offense at age 13! Vas-

quez, lauded by Giuliani as a “distin-

guished undercover officer,” had him-

self been arrested on disorderly conduct

charges for drawing his gun after starting

a barroom brawl in Pennsylvania in

1997. But Vasquez’ badge gave him a

license to kill Patrick Dorismond.

As we wrote in “Capitalist ‘Justice’

Means Racist Murder" (WV No. 731, 10

March):

"The Diallo case starkly illuminates that

there can be no justice for black people

and working people under this capitalist

system—for the simple reason that it is

organized against them By the standards

of bourgeois legality, the cops were not

guilty of any crime when they gunned
down the 22-year-old unarmed black

man. They were doing the job they are

paid to do under racist capitalism."

On March 1 8, hundreds rallied in Man-
hattan to protest the latest killing, chant-

ing “NYPD murderers!" The protesters

were assaulted by the cops, and eight

were arrested. We demand: Free all pro-

testers now! Drop the charges!

Ever since widespread anger broke out

over the killing of Amadou Diallo 13

months ago, Al Sharpton and other Dem-
ocratic politicians have worked to channel

this outrage into police "reform" schemes

and Democratic Party pressure politics,

particularly Hillary Clinton’s Senate

campaign against Giuliani. While criti-

cizing Giuliani’s “rush to judgment,”

Clinton rushed to spike outrage over the

Dorismond killing, telling New Yorkers

to wait for a "full investigation.” Sharp-

ton has called for a “spring offensive" of

civil disobedience to demand the federal

government “take over the Police Depart-

ment." as though the Feds who carried out

the 1993 Waco massacre would be any

less brutal. “Operation Condor" is itself

federally funded. Sharpton & Co. say that

things would be different if there were

more minority cops. But this didn't make
things different for Dorismond and Fer-

guson, killed by Hispanic cops, or for

LaTanya Haggerty and Robert Russ,

killed by black cops in Chicago last year.

A few years back, Sharpton and other

self-anointed “leaders of the black com-

munity" enrolled as foot soldiers in the

“war on drugs” which spawned outfits

like the Operation Condor assassins.

Today Sharpton trades in the blood of

the victims of the "war on drugs" to push

Hillary Clinton’s campaign and to pro-

mote "reform" schemes aimed at pre-

serving the authority of capitalist "law

and order" when the deadly workings of

that system have created escalating anger

in the ghettos, barrios and workplaces.

The cops can't be reformed; their job

is to be the armed enforcers of the rule of

the racist capitalist class. There will be

no end to police brutality until the capi-

talist system it serves is swept away
through proletarian socialist revolution.

It is the purpose of the Spartacist League

and Labor Black League to build a party

that represents the interests of the work-

ing class—championing the cause of

black freedom and of all those consigned

to the bottom of this society—and leads

the necessary hard-fought struggle to

establish proletarian class rule.B

Mexican Militants Added to

PDC Stipend Program

Dig Deep to Help

Jailed Student Strikers!
UNAM strikers do not stand alone. Hav-

ing released some of the arrested strikers,

the government hopes to lull the student

protesters into submission and isolate the

core of the strike leaders who remain

behind bars. But protests demanding the

release of all the student militants persist

and many women strikers have valiantly

refused to accept bail in solidarity with

their comrades who are being held with-

out bail, charged with being “dangers to

society.” This charge is infamous for its

use in 1968 as the Mexican bourgeoisie

carried out the Tlatelolco Massacre of

students.

The Partisan Defense Committee has

added Alejandro Echevarria Zarco ("El

Mosh”) and Alberto Pacheco Guizar

(“El Diablo”) to its class-war prisoners

stipend program. The monthly stipend of

US$25 alleviates some of the hardships

of imprisonment and represents a living

link between imprisoned activists and the

international workers movement which

champions the struggle for their release.

The UNAM strike, provoked by the

government's aim to deny poor and

working-class youth the basic right to an

education through tuition hikes and more
restrictive admissions, grew into a wider

social struggle, spreading from Mexico
City around the country. The tens of thou-

sands of courageous students and work-

ers who have taken up this struggle are

fighting on behalf of all those oppressed

and dispossessed by capitalism. It is our

revolutionary internationalist duty to

raise funds to help get the imprisoned

strike militants out of Mexico’s dun-

geons. Every dollar you send could make
a difference! Send contributions, ear-

marked “UNAM strikers," to: Partisan

Defense Committee, P.O. Box 99. Canal

Street Station, New York, NY 100 1 3.

The International Communist League

is raising funds for legal defense of

student militants who still languish in

Mexico’s prisons. These activists were

among the up to a thousand who were

arrested in the Mexican government’s

drive to crush the ten-month-long, hard-

fought strike at Mexico City’s UNAM
(National Autonomous University of

Mexico) and high schools around the

country.

After the mass arrests at Prepa 3 high

school on February 1 and at UNAM on

February 6, the ICL initiated international

protests demanding “Free all arrested

UNAM strikers! Defend public educa-

tion!” (see WV No. 729, 1 1 February).

These protests and the current fund drive

are the kind of concrete actions that the

workers movement and the left must take

to demonstrate that the victimized

FREE
all the
WRESTED
UNAM

STRIKERS'

WV Photo

February 7 NYC protest outside
Mexican consulate.
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Black Soldiers Fight for Freedom

Legacy of

Slavery...
(continuedfrom page I

)

On October 23 in New York, the ruling

class mobilized a legion of forces against

the right of the working people to keep

their city’s streets clean of fascist Klan

scum. On October 23, we saw with the

Partisan Defense Committee-initiated

labor/black anli-KIan mobilization a

multiracial workers parly in action. Act-

ing as the tribune of the people, this

parly gave voice to at least 8,000 New
Yorkers who proclaimed their right to

stop the fascists in defense of their

homes and families.

In Hidalgo, Mexico in February,

downtrodden villagers disarmed 68

strikebreaking cops in defense of striking

students of the local Rural Normal

School. We salute these brave villagers

who understood that (he only rights the

oppressed have are those they willingly

take as their own.

Amadou Diallo’s rights ended when

his life was taken by killer cops. It is too

late for justice, but his death will be

avenged. We Spartacists have a slogan,

“It’s time to finish the Civil War! Forward

to a workers slate!” This slogan encapsu-

lates the understanding that “there will be

one class by another class. This includes

the "American democracy" that the

reformists appeal to for justice and

threaten with “no peace." This democracy

is a two-party dictatorship of capital over

the multiracial working class. What jus-

tice this dictatorship offers the oppressed

is partial and conditional. Justice for the

rich is bought and paid for. The armed

bodies of men that compose the capitalist

slate—the cops, courts and prisons—
suppress the outrage of the workers and

oppressed and thus provide relative social

peace for the exploiters. For those that

they exploit they offer the peace of the

graveyard.

The Democratic Party has gone

through many transformations. The orig-

inal political party of the Southern slave-

masters and their Northern collaborators,

at the next stage it became the party of

posi-Reconstruction racist reaction—the

Dixiecrats. At the next stage, it became

(he party of the 1930s New Deal working

through the labor fakers to cripple the

new CIO unions, offering a few more

crumbs and a heavy dose of anti-

communism and racism. At the next

stage, it became the party of the 1960s

"War on Poverty" as America’s ghettos

exploded, recruiting a new generation of

black front men. At this current stage, it

is the New Democrats of Clinton/Gore,

waging war on the poor, blacks, immi-

Thomas Nast
cartoon depicts

victory of

racist reaction

as Northern
capitalists betray

post-Civil War
Reconstruction.

Library of Congress

Black soldiers were key to Union victory in Civil War. Company E, 4th U.S.
Colored Infantry standing in defense of Washington, D.C. against
Confederate threat.

E. Schaumann

Karl Marx (seated second from left), co-author with Friedrich Engels of

Communist Manllesto, at 1864 inaugural meeting of the First International,

which rallied European workers to support war against slavery in U.S.

grants, women and the labor movement.
Throughout this history, the Democrats

maintained continuity—they are still a

parly of the slavemasters, old and new.

The multiracial working class must mobi-

lize politically and independently of the

capitalists’ state and parlies in order to

break the social chains of racism and

chauvinism that bind it.

The charlatan Sharpton advises those

outraged about the Diallo verdict, “let not

one brick be thrown. Do not confuse us

with the violent ones.” This simple state-

ment reveals the true soul of American
capitalism’s black front men. An army of

New York cops is organized to violently

smash any and all mass protest. But “we.”

the oppressed, must not be the violent

ones. The pacifist M L. King supported

the National Guard being called out

against the ghetto rebellions of the ’60s.

The entire spectrum of black middle-class

opinion— from the sinister Louis Far-

rakhan (the man who wanted Malcolm X
dead) to Rainbow Coalition liberal Jesse

Jackson (the man who embraced arch-

segregationist George Wallace)—this

entire spectrum united around Farra-

khan’s 1995 "Million Man March” to

lead the long-suffering black masses in

dropping to their knees in “atonement’' at

the feel of their racist oppressor. Leon
Trotsky, a great workers’ leader, had this

to say to similar moralists of his day: “A
slave holder who through cunning and

violence shackles a slave in chains, and a

slave who through cunning and violence

breaks the chains—let not the contemptible

eunuchs tell us that they are equals before

a court of morality!” (‘Their Morals and

Ours’’[ 1938]).

Confederate Flag
—

“Heritage"
of Slavery, Klan Terror

The Communist Manifesto, written by

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels in 1848,

states:

"The history of all hitherto existing soci-

ety is the history of class struggles.

“Freeman and slave, patrician and ple-

beian, lord and serf, guildmaster and
journeyman, in a word, oppressor and
oppressed, stood in constant opposition

to one another, carried on an uninter-

rupted, now hidden, now open fight, a

fight that each time ended, either in a

revolutionary re-constitution of society

at large, or in the common ruin of the

contending classes"

This materialist interpretation of history

runs counter to the idealist interpreta-

tions of bourgeois scholars. The struggle

for material interest replaces concepts

such as “national unity,” “common wel-

fare" and every other “eternal moral

truth" as the driving force of history. The
conflict of classes based on particular

modes of production replaces the view of

history as disconnected events and indi-

vidual heroes and villains.

I would like to share with you two dif-

ferent songs of struggle that came from
opposite sides of the Atlantic Ocean.

One is the song “John Brown’s Body,"

the favored marching song of black Civil

War troops. The other is the "Interna-

tionale,” written in honor of the 1871

Paris Commune, the first workers revolu-

tion. Both songs give voice to oppressed

classes in struggle against an oppressor

class. In searching for the words of these

songs I also found a poem called "Those

Rebel Flags." Written in the period of

post-Reconstruction Jim Crow reaction,

the disenfranchisement of the freedmen

and the beginning of the Black Codes,

this poem lays bare why yesterday, today

and tomorrow, racists defend the blood-

soaked Confederate flag as “heritage,”

the Confederate army as "good ole boys”

fighting for independence and Robert E.

Lee as the most admired general in

American history.

The Northern Civil War victory over

the retrogressive slave system of the

South consolidated bourgeois class rule

on the North American continent. This in

turn led near the turn of the century to

heightened imperialist ambitions—tbe

drive to lop off chunks of the world mar-

kets at the expense of other imperialist

powers, at that time the principal target

being the holdings of a greatly weakened

Spain. Such ambitions demanded that

capitalist wage slavery and private prop-

erty at home were well protected against

insurgent labor.

The Communist Manifesto begins. “A
spectre is haunting Europe—the spectre

of Communism. All the Powers of old

Europe have entered into a holy alliance

to exorcise this spectre." On the North

American continent after the Civil War.

this holy alliance consisted of Northern

capitalists and chastised former slave-

masters (who were still master over the

land). This alliance was directed against

labor becoming self-aware, conscious of

its interests as a class in opposition to the

capitalist class. In the South black labor,

no longer chattel, was the main pro-

ducer; in the North it was largely

Catholic immigrants. The ideology of the

old slave system was pul to use—the old

Slave Code became the Black Code, the

old overseer/slavecatcher became the

Klan. The stench of the old South once

again began to creep across the land.

In “John Brown’s Body,” it says, “John

Brown died that the slaves might be free.”

Chattel slavery came to an inevitable end.

In the epoch of imperialist capitalism,

these words are transcended by those of

the “Internationale" (in its original form):

“Servile masses arise, arise! We’ll change
henceforth the old tradilion/And spurn

the dust to win the prize.”

Karl Marx on the Civil War
Recently one of our Spartacus Youth

Club members reported comments made
in a UC Berkeley political study group

no end to police brutality short of the

destruction of the system of capitalist

exploitation and racist oppression which
the cops serve as armed guard dogs,” as

we wrote in the current WV [No. 730, 25

February],

The reformist left chants, "No justice,

no peace." We live in a class society—the

questions must be asked, justice for

whom and peace on whose terms? The
answer is this: the slate, i.e., the gov-

ernment, is a tool of suppression of
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LABOR BLACK LEA6UE FOR SOCIAL DEFENSE
‘
Lab°f cannot emancipate itself in the wh,te skin wherem the black it Is branded —Karl Mar*

I support the slruggle for the liberation of the
working and black people in America.

NYC Labor Black League at

February 1999 protest against
Diallo killing. Marxists fight for

black liberation through
socialist revolution.

that postulated that Karl Marx, a Euro-

pean, could not have possibly “felt” what
it was like to be black. It follows from this

that Marx is irrelevant to American blacks

and American black history. I will show
that this is far from the truth. But first I

want to address those sensitive souls con-

cerned about feelings. Karl Marx, a Ger-

man Jew, denounced in colorful language

the “Negro-haters” of his day. As always,

he look the side of the oppressed against

the oppressor. He didn’t grow dreadlocks

or dye his hair circus colors to show his

anti-racist commitment. He did some-
thing much more important. He wrote

pages and pages of insightful analysis of

the events of his day, a legacy of scien-

tific method of value to future generations

of class fighters.

Based on a scientific approach to social

questions, Marx covered both the political

and military aspects of the American

Civil War. When the Confederate army
seemed undefcatable, Marx understood

and wrote that the slave system would

fall. When Lincoln and his advisers

sought out constitutional means of strug-

gle, Marx predicted that tomorrow they

would be forced to adopt revolutionary

means of struggle. When leading North-

ern generals advocated a strategy of con-

tainment, Marx denounced this as a strat-

egy of appeasement and pul forth the

elements of the strategy that did eventu-

ally lead to Northern military victory

under General Ulysses S. Grant: the

South must be sliced in half and sliced

again and again until its army has

nowhere to run and it is completely

destroyed as a fighting force.

Part of the “heritage” doubletalk is the

lie that the South just wanted to be inde-

pendent and the North would not allow

it. In other words, it was a case of a bad

divorce. Let me point out to you that the

war emanated from the South, with the

North originally and for some time there-

after on the defensive. It started with the

bombardment of Fort Sumter, a Union-

held fort under siege with only three

days’ provisions left at the lime the bom-

bardment began. The Confederates were

fully aware of this fact, that Fort Sumter

would fall soon of hunger.

The Confederate offensive was a last

desperate bid of the slaveowner class to

reorganize the Union itself and decide

who would be master: Will it be a

bourgeois-democratic republic or a slave

republic? Political systems are not sus-

pended in midair, but are propped up by

economic systems. The export-oriented

economic system of Southern slavery,

agriculturally based, had the land appe-

tite of a malignant cancer devouring

resources and labor and bringing progress

to no one. Many millions of “poor

whites” were dispossessed by the increas-

ing concentration of land. The interests of

the tiny slavcholding class of 300,000

could be satisfied only by the acquisition

and the prospect of acquisition of new
territories. Senator Toombs, a Southern

spokesman, summed up the economic

law of the slave system: “In 15 years

more, without a great increase in Slave

territory, either the slaves must be per-

mitted to lice from the whiles, or the

whites must flee from the slaves.”

Further slave territorial expansion was

meeting increasingly stiff and violent

resistance within the old Union. The
slave owners launched a war of con-

quest. If it was not answered fire with

fire, Marx wrote of the following results

(“The Civil War in the United States,”

November 1861):

“Were it to cede the contested temrority

peacefully to the Southern Confederacy,

the North would surrender to the slave

republic more than three-quarters of the

entire territory of the United States. The
North would lose the whole of the Gulf

of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean,
except the narrow strip from Penobscot

Bay to Delaware Bay. and would even

cut itself off from the Pacific Ocean.

Missouri, Kansas, New Mexico, Arkan-

sas and Texas would draw California

after them. Incapable of wresting the

mouth of the Mississippi from the hands

of the strong, hostile slave republic in

the South, the great agricultural states in

the basin between the Rocky Mountains

and the Alleghenies, in the valleys of the

Mississippi, the Missouri and the Ohio,

would be compelled by their economic
interest to secede from the North and
enter the Southern Confederacy. These
north-western states, in their turn, would
draw after them into the same whirlpool

of cessions all the Northern slates lying

further east, with perhaps the exception

of the states of New England.”

This huge land grab on the part of the

slavemaster class was the desperate act

of a dying class.

The Second American
Revolution

This war reveals another great histori-

cal event—the liberation of an oppressed

class of four million slaves. It could not

have been otherwise than that this act of

liberation would have a profound effect

on the development of American capital-

ism and its working class. It is here that

all the dimensions of the American Civil

War as the Second American Revolution

can be seen. The arming of the slaves

was the turning point from constitutional

means of struggle to revolutionary means

of struggle. No one understood this better

than the slavemasters who lived in dread

of slave insurrection.

Now I will talk to you about two docu-

ments: one is Confederate War Depart-

ment General Order No. 60, dated 21

August 1862, and the other is Union War
Department General Order No. 100,

dated 24 April 1 863. The blood-drenched

Confederate flag was awash with the

blood of former slaves who flocked to

the Union Army and were trained and

armed there as soldiers. The ovcrwhelm-

WV Photo

ing majority of these black troops, freed

slaves, were directly recruited and based

in the South. Confederate General Order

No. 60 was the official call for counter-

revolutionary terror. This order sanc-

tioned the Confederate army practice of

giving “no quarter” to black Union sol-

diers and their white officers. In other

words: No prisoners! Kill them all!

Some 200-300 mainly black soldiers'

were murdered at Fort Pillow when it

surrendered to Confederate forces. The

future founder of the KKK, Nathan Bed-

ford Forrest, was the Confederate gen-

eral who directed this massacre. If by

chance a captured black soldier survived

such murderous terror, he was sold back

into slavery.

Matching terror with terror, General

Grant was of the opinion that the Con-

federate government should be informed

that for every murdered black soldier a

Confederate officer prisoner of war

would be executed. Union General Order

No. 100 embodied Grant’s sentiment,

which was widely shared. In response to

the Confederate order allowing captured

black Union soldiers to be resold into

slavery, the Union order said: “The

United States cannot retaliate by enslave-

ment; therefore death must be the retalia-

tion for this crime against the laws of

nations.” General Sherman suggested that

the troops be left to their own devices to

settle scores with the Confederates.

To give one example of these devices,

many black regiments took oaths not to

surrender but to fight to the last man and

to give “no quarter” to the Confederates.

"Remember Fort Pillow!” was their battle

cry. Here is a description of black troops

in action at Brice’s Cross Roads, a Union

defeat: "Colored troops engaged there

kept firing until their ammunition was

expended, then fought with bayonet and

clubbed musket, and finally either picked

up new weapons and ammunition from

the road along which the rest of the Union

forces were fleeing, or died” (Dudley

Taylor Cornish, The Sable Ann: Black

Troops in the Union Army
[ 1990]). It was

determined black troops who broke

Robert E. Lee’s last line of defense, forc-

ing him to abandon Richmond and lead-

ing him to eventual surrender.

It is our task to carry out the third

American Revolution, the socialist revo-

lution ending the rule of the capitalist

class and beginning the rule of the work-

ing class. This will be the first step toward

a classless society, “an association, in

which the free development of each is the

condition for the free development of all,”

in Marx’s words. The short window of

promise of black freedom that was

Radical Reconstruction was closed by a

capitalist power entering the final stage of

capitalism, imperialist decay. Blacks

remained an integral part of the American

capitalist economy, but segregated at its

bottom rungs. Anti-black racism became

the lubricant greasing the wheels of

American capitalist society.

The American capitalists sit on a pow-

der keg of social contradictions. Riding

an economic boom after World War II,

they proclaimed the "American Century,”

promising white workers and the middle

class increasing prosperity. In response to

the ’60s ghetto rebellions, they funded the

expansion of the black middle class as a

buffer against the impoverished ghetto.

All has came to nought.

The black middle class, no matter how
much they grovel, are being turned away

from the capitalists' table. Liberal intc-

grationism, the idea that black people in

the U.S. can achieve full equality under

capitalism, is fully revealed as a fraud.

The ghetto masses as a whole faced

this reality plainly—cop terror, degrading

welfare (and now no welfare), poor edu-

cation and “the last hired, first fired”

remained their lot. As for white workers,

the union-hating employers have dropped

all pretense and treat them no better than

"poor white trash.”

Our program of revolutionary inlegra-

tionism is the only road forward. It is nec-

essary to mobilize the working class in

struggle against all manifestations of

racist oppression, based on the under-

standing that the struggle for black free-

dom and proletarian revolution arc insep-

arable in this country. The multiracial

working class, with its strategic black

component, must rule in a socialist egal-

itarian society or sink with the capitalists

in the racist cesspool called American

society.
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Young Spartacus

High School Students Protest

Against Racist Cop Terror

Why PL Doesn’t

“Fight for

Communism”

In the wake of the racist verdict acquit-

ting four white cops of the murder of

West African immigrant Amadou Diallo,

hundreds of high school protesters have

taken to the streets in New York and New
Jersey. On February 29, some 100 stu-

dents walked out of Lincoln High School

in Jersey City. On March 1, over 400

mostly black students walked out of

Snyder High School, also in Jersey City.

They marched to Lincoln High to call out

their classmates there, but were con-

fronted by security and cops who had bar-

ricaded the school shut. The 400 demon-

strators then marched to City Hall to

protest the cop killing of 15-year-old

Michael Anglin, a black student at Snyder

shot down by the cops this January.

In New York, a multiracial student

demonstration from Stuyvesant High

School marched across the Brooklyn

Bridge on March 3. They demonstrated

with students from La Guardia, Wingate,

Murrow and other high schools at the

federal courthouse—where a jury was

deliberating over the verdict of the cops

who sexually tortured Haitian immigrant

Abner Louima—then marched back

across the bridge to demonstrate at City

Hall. That same day, some 120 students

from Hunter High School marched to a

rally by Central Park. And on March 8.

students walked out of several Brooklyn

high schools to rally at Fulton Mall

in downtown Brooklyn, then marched

across the Brooklyn Bridge to protest at

City Hall. The Spartacus Youth Club
salutes the students who came out in the

face of the cops and the school adminis-

trators who threatened them with truancy

charges and worse.

The Diallo verdict has amply shown
what many already know: The cops are

the racist enemies of blacks, minorities

and workers! There is no justice in the

capitalist courts! The cops who killed

Diallo in cold blood were not convicted

because in the eyes of the bloated, filthy

rulers of this country they were only

"doing their job" as a racist occupation

force in the ghettos and barrios. Less than

five days after the verdict came down, the

NYPD struck again, killing young Mal-

colm Ferguson. And on March 16, they

blew away another unarmed black man,

Patrick Dorismond, in midtown Manhat-

tan under the guise of a "drug bust.”

The cops—as well as the courts and the

prisons—are part of the capitalist state.

They exist to enforce the rule of the cap-

italist masters who run this country. Their

brutality and terror cannot be eliminated

without eliminating the very system of

capitalism they work for. That means a

socialist revolution, where the multiracial

working class, the only class with the

power to challenge the capitalists and

their profit margins, leads all the

oppressed in destroying the capitalist

system and the entire capitalist state.

Jersey Journal

What is necessary is to link the social

power of the labor movement with the

anger and outrage of the ghettos. If, for

example, New York transit workers had

shut the entire city down in protest

against cop terror, it would have given the

racist cops some pause and shown the

workers how their enormous social power

could be mobilized on behalf of all the

oppressed. This is the kind of perspective

the Spartacus Youth Club fights for.

Active in the high school protests is a

group by the name of Progressive Labor

Party (PL). Compared to spineless "left-

ist” groups like Workers World and the

International Socialist Organization who
never tire of groveling at the feet of cap-

italist politicians, PL sounds plenty radi-

cal with its calls to "fight for commu-
nism" In their newspaper, Challenge (16

February), they write that cop terror "will

end only when an armed and communist-

led working class seizes state power.”

That’s right! But the question is, how do
you get there?

Revolutionary consciousness—the idea

that the working class must be imbued
with the understanding of its social power
and historic interest to combat and over-

throw the entire capitalist system—must
be brought to the working class through

the intervention of a revolutionary party

committed to that task. But PL appeals to

the most backward consciousness in the

American working class and population

in general. PL stands for the reinforce-

ment of one of the most oppressive insti-

tutions of capitalism, namely the family,

which is the main source of oppression

for youth, women and gays. For example,

you will never see an article by PL in

defense of abortion rights; nor will you

see one in defense of gay rights. In fact,

PL claims that homosexuals are “sick.”

While refusing to defend affirmative

action and sneering at education under

capitalism, PL has no qualms “building a

base” in the Parent-Teacher Associations.

But PL doesn’t stop there. A couple of

years ago, when the sinister, right-wing

Promise Keepers religious group held a

rally, PL was there distributing their paper

and “building a base" for communism!

PL has no confidence in the revolu-

tionary capacity of the working class,

and despairs of any movement of the

working class against the bosses. For

example, in an article titled “Victory

for Whom?” ( Challenge ,
10 September

1997), PL reduced the victorious 1997

UPS strike, which fought against the

multi-tier wage system that particularly

targets young and minority workers, to

“a war between factions of the ruling

class”! In the same article, they continue:

The unions have no intention of fighting

to end exploitation. Their goal is to

maintain capitalism.” Having no program

to mobilize the working class, PL flip-

flops between writing off the unions

completely to building "left-center”

coalitions with supposedly “progressive”

union bureaucrats who chain the working

class to the capitalist political parties,

especially the Democrats.

Coming in from a different angle is

another group called Refuse & Resist!

(R&R). They are no more revolutionary

than any of the liberals who have been

running around trying to pacify the pro-

testers and reinforce their illusions that

the police can be reformed. They say the

same thing; only they like to give a

street-fighting cover to it. For example,

an R&R leaflet distributed at the protests

following the verdict demands: “Jail

Amadou’s Murderers!” The protesters

might want to ask R&R, who is supposed

to put the cops in jail? The cops’ bosses?

In August 1 995, R&R went so far as to

offer to “debate" the racist killers of the

Philadelphia Fraternal Order of Police

(F.O.P.) over the case of death row polit-

ical prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal! The way
the F.O.P. “debates” can be seen in the

brutal murders of scores of Black Pan-

thers and other activists and radicals over

the years. It can be seen in the frame-up

of Mumia Abu-Jamal himself. R&R’s
militant posturing cloaks deadly danger-

ous illusions in the capitalist state.

Both PL and R&R appeal to “rage”

against the system. But rage is not

enough. To effect genuine change, you

must have social power on your side. The
working class has the numbers, organiza-

tion, discipline and interest to fight. And
by virtue of the fact that it makes capital-

ism run, the working class can also stop

it dead in its tracks. What is necessary is

a struggle to build a revolutionary work-

ers party that fights to render the working

class conscious of the necessity for

socialist revolution. If you want to fight

to fundamentally change society, check

out the Spartacus Youth Club. We were
the ones who helped to organize and build

the thousands-strong labor/black mobili-

zation last October 23 that stopped the

racist Klan killers in New York City. This

mobilization showed what a workers

party in action could do, unleashing

labor’s social power in defense of blacks,

immigrants, Jews, gays and all the

oppressed. The Spartacus Youth Club

goes to the campuses, the neighborhoods,

the trade unions distributing Workers

Vanguard and fighting to win a genera-

tion of young militants to struggle for the

socialist revolution that will forever put

an end to racial oppression, cop terror and

capitalist exploitation.
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Spartacus Youth Club Class Series

BAY AREA
Thursday, April 6, 7 p.m.

Stalinism, Gravedigger of Revolution:
The Trotskyist Fight for

Proletarian Internationalism

UC Berkeley, Dwinelle, Room 179
Information and readings: (510) 839-0851

or (415) 395-9520

CHICAGO
Saturday, March 25, 3 p.m.

The Revolution Betrayed—Trotskyists

Defend the Deformed Workers States!

328 S. Jefferson St., Suite 904
(near Clinton stop on Blue Line)

Information and readings: (312) 454-4930

NEW YORK
Tuesday, March 28, 7 p.m.

For Black Liberation

Through Socialist Revolution!

NYU, Thompson Center, Basement
238 Thompson St. (near W. 3rd St.)

Information and readings: (212) 267-1025

TORONTO
Thursday, April 6, 7 p.m.

Building a Party of the Bolshevik type

U of T, International Student Centre

33 St. George St. (north of College St.)

For room and information: (416) 593-4138

or spartcan@on.aibn.com

)



Young Spartacus

Paris: Campus Occupation at Saint-Denis

Full Citizenship Rights for

the Immigrant Students

!

Since January 20. immigrant students

enrolled at the University of Saint-Denis

in Paris have been occupying a campus
building as part of their fight to obtain

legal residency papers. With the prefec-

ture refusing to give them papers, they

will lose their right to be students and are

threatened with deportation by the capi-

talist government headed by the so-called

Socialists (SP).

The campus administration the stu-

dents confront is run by the Communist
Party (CP), which is pan of the SP-led

government along with a number of cap-

italist parties. Unlike the United States,

where there is no major pany claiming to

represent the workers as a class, in France

and throughout Europe large social-

democratic and ex-Stalinist parties have

the allegiance of most of the working

people. Revolutionaries seek to split the

working-class base of these parties away
from their pro-capitalist leaderships. In

France today and in most other European

countries, “popular fronts" (consisting of

pro-capitalist reformist workers parties in

bloc with smaller capitalist parties) are in

power and pose as “left" governments.

Saint-Denis is a plebeian university in

a working-class suburb of Paris. Last

October at Nanterre, another such subur-

ban university, sans-papiers students on a

hunger strike to obtain residency papers

were savagely repressed by private secu-

rity guards and three days later by the

CRS riot police. Among those defending

the rights of the sans-papiers students

at Nanterre was the AGEN (General

Assembly of Nanterre Students), who also

Pqpier.s jjg
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March 2: Demonstration in front of Saint-Denis mayor’s office. Banner reads:
“Committee of the Struggle of the Sans-Papiers Students of Paris VIII.

Student Card = Student Visa."

became a target of the campus adminis-

tration. Members of the Nanterre AGEN
have been active in the current struggle

at Saint-Denis. The Ligue Trotskyste de

France (LTF), French section of the

ICL, has also been participating actively

in support of the Saint-Denis immigrant

students.

As our French comrades wrote in a

February 18 leaflet:

“The Spartacist Youth [JS], youth group
of the LTF. supports the struggle of the

sans-papiers of Saint-Denis. We fight for

full citizenship rights for all immigrants,

for full access to free education without

social and racial discrimination and with

a living stipend and free housing for all.

But these just demands mean a struggle

against the capitalist system of produc-

tion as a whole. Socialist revolution will

sweep away capitalism and lay the basis

for an egalitarian society. We seek to

build the Leninist workers party, as

defender of all the oppressed, which will

lead the working class to power. .. We
have no confidence in the university

administration or the capitalist govern-

ment, our class enemies. We fight to

mobilize the workers and oppressed

independent of the bourgeoisie to defend
the sans-papiers."

At Saint-Denis there are officially 167

students without .papers, out of 6,000

students who are immigrants (there are

over 25,000 students on the campus).

Many other students are second-

generation youth of North African and

African descent. The “Committee of

Struggle of the Sans-Papiers Students"

has been occupying “Amphi X" for two

months. The daily general assemblies of

sans-papiers students and supporters

draw up to 300 participants. In late Feb-

ruary. the administration threatened to

continued on page 8

Drop All Charges Against

Madison Anti-Sweatshop Protesters I
CHICAGO—On February 20. 58 anti-

sweatshop protesters occupying the Bas-

com Hall administration building at the

University of Wisconsin-Madison were

arrested in a brutal predawn raid. Some
50 campus and city police in full riot

gear stormed Bascom Hall for the pur-

pose of squelching student protest and

political activity in general on campus.
We demand: Drop all the charges against

the 58 anti-sweatshop protesters!

College-based groups operating under

the aegis of United Students Against

Sweatshops (USAS) have entered into

negotiations with their administrations to

convince the universities to pull out of
the Clinton-backed Fair Labor Associa-

tion (FLA) and join the USAS-initiated

Worker Rights Consortium (WRC). both

sweatshop "monitoring" organizations.

This campaign involves many students

motivated by a felt solidarity with work-
ers around the world.

The organizers of USAS met at the

AFL-CIO’s Union Summer program,
which has brought together over 2,000
youth since 1996 who by and large view
the working class as an ally in the strug-

gle for a better society. But the pri-

mary lesson the pro-capitalist AFL-CIO
bureaucrats taught the Union Summer
youth was in class collaboration, the fan-

tasy that workers could win gains through

voting for and pressuring the Demo-
cratic Party, rather than through class

struggle. In reality, the Democrats, one of

the twin parties of American capital, are

for the spread of sweatshops, such as

the increase in maquiladoras that has

followed the passage of NAFTA. The

Krueger/Daily Cardinal

February 20: Cops made pre-dawn
raid on building occupation by anti-

sweatshop protesters, arresting 58
students.

WRC. would have university adminis-

trations, campus representatives of the

capitalist ruling class, define and enforce

“expected standards" for sweatshop
working conditions.

USAS’s strategy is premised on the

illusion that the university administration

can be something other than a representa-

tive of the capitalists. One small illustra-

tion of the danger of this faith is seen in

the violent breakup of the sit-in. which
the liberal student group Alliance for

Democracy initially planned in collabo-

ration with the chancellor! At a rally

on February 21. the day after the raid,

the sit-in organizers, including the refor-

mist International Socialist Organization

(ISO), had no answer other than begging

the chancellor to "come out and apolo-

gize" for reneging on his promises.

Lacking any confidence in the ability of

the working class to act in its own inter-

est, these "socialists” express surprise at

“betrayals" and entreat those in power to

change their ways. With its endorse-

ment of the WRC—used to make it

appear that the capitalists can be pres-

sured to be more “humanitarian"—the

ISO actively panders to and thus rein-

forces liberal illusions in U S. imperial-

ism. roping youth into the fold of the

Democratic Party and chauvinist trade-

union bureaucracy.

The WRC is premised upon the pos-

sibility of social harmony between oppos-

ing classes, all to uphold the "reputation”

of the university and assuage the guilt of

liberal students. As a veteran of the Mad-
ison anti-sweatshop movement enthused

in the midst of the sit-in, “When this

occupation is successful, hopefully we
can all finally be proud of our university

and wear its apparel without shame for its

labor abuses" (Badger Herald
, 1 8 Febru-

ary). The ISO joins the liberals in worry

ing about the image of the university in

"the fight to rid the university of sweated

clothes" (Socialist Worker, 3 March).
Along with students and members of

"human rights" groups in the governing

structure of the WRC are Democratic
Party politicians, university administra-

tors, and pro-capitalist bureaucrats of
the AFL-CIO and Union of Needle-
trades. Industrial and Textile Employees

(UNITE). While the FLA is a cynical cos-

metic measure engineered by the Demo-
cratic Party and factory owners, the

student-initiated WRC is no alternative. It

can’t ameliorate, much less end, the

vicious superexploitation of sweatshop

workers. In the candid words of one De-

Paul student WRC enthusiast, "The WRC
does not demand that corporations aban-

don the opportunity to exploit cheaper

labor" (The DePaulia, 24 February).

We Marxists in the Spartacus Youth

Club recognize there is no such harmony
in capitalist society, which is divided fun-

damentally between those who must sell

their labor power merely to survive and

those who exploit that labor Any serious

struggle to alleviate the sweatshop condi-

tions endemic to capitalism eventually

collides head-on with the entire imperial-

ist system, the "highest stage of capital-

ism" in which the drive for profits impels

competition for markets and spheres of

economic influence. To present the U.S.

rulers as defenders of poor oppressed

workers overseas is simply obscene. All

over the world, U.S. imperialism has

installed, trained and financed regimes of

bloody torturers (such as Chile's Pino-

chet. Nicaragua’s Somoza and Indo-

nesia's Suharto) to repress the working

people and keep them from organizing

unions and fighting for a better life.

While many of the students involved in

the anti-sweatshop protests are motivated

by a genuine solidarity with superex-

ploited workers around the world, there is

a great leap involved in moving from sim-

ply identifying with the working class

continued on page 8
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Young Spartacus

Madison...
(continuedfrom page 7)

as one of the victimized sections of the

population to seeing it as the key agency

for revolutionary change. The working

class, which wields an unparalleled social

power derived from its numbers, organi-

zation. and role in producing all wealth,

is the only agent that can end capitalist

exploitation. In smashing the rule of cap-

ital through socialist revolution, the

working class would liberate all from the

multiple forms of oppression rooted in

class society. It is the duty of revolution-

aries to make the working class conscious

of its historic tasks.

At the heart of the anti-sweatshop cam-

paign is a flagrant national chauvinism

fueled by the union misleaders that pro-

motes the interests of U.S. imperialism at

the expense of workers everywhere. The

Madison protest following the police raid

was riddled with such chauvinist signs

as This Is Not Indonesia, Mexico, or

Nigeria” and “Welcome to China.” The

main Madison sit-in flier, entitled "Why

We Occupied the Chancellor’s Offices,

"

blamed "competition from workers

abroad” for the loss of American jobs.

The AFL-CIO and UNITE bureaucrats

have chained the working class to the

capitalist class enemy and its parties, par-

ticularly the Democrats, subverting class

struggle here and abroad. They push a

deadly “Made in the U.S. A.” protection-

ism, on full display at the Seattle anti-

WTO protests, that only serves to pit

workers of different countries against

each other rather than against their true

enemy, the capitalists. UNITE is more
interested in peddling "Buy America”

poison in order to remain loyal to the

Democrats than in eliminating sweat-

shops. Many of the shops it has organized

are in violation of the "Codes of Con-

duct” it promotes for foreign sweatshops.

Its primary objection to the current Afri-

can Growth and Opportunity Act, which

would heighten the already enormous

neocolonial imperialist plundering of the

continent, is that this legislation would

eliminate all tariffs on imported African

textiles.

When directed at China, this protec-

tionism furthers the imperialist goal of

capitalist restoration in the Chinese

deformed workers state, which would

plunge one-fifth of the world population

into full-blown capitalist immiseration.

The 1949 Revolution expropriated the

capitalists and created a collectivized

economy that is under siege today; Trot-

skyists call for unconditional military

defense of China and the other remaining

deformed workers states—Cuba, North

Korea and Vietnam. We fight for a work-

ers political revolution to oust the para-

sitic Stalinist bureaucracy and put politi-

cal power into the hands of the working

class. So UNITE serves only the imperi-

alists in decrying Chinese "prison labor”

The AFL-CIO last month even began air-

ing television ads with footage of impris-

oned Chinese pro-capitalist dissidents

and Chinese garment workers to galva-

nize American public opinion against

China.. In fact, UNITE left the FLA last

year because UNITE wanted China to be

off-limits to collegiate-garment factories.

The WRC literally was forged from anti-

communist hostility to China.

At the Madison February 21 protest

Saint-Denis...
(continuedfrom page 7)

forcibly evict the occupying students. On
March 2. in the face of the threatened

cop intervention, 500 Saint-Denis stu-

dents and professors marched from cam-

pus to the mayor’s office to show their

support for the sans-papiers. But the

occupation still confronts the danger of a

crackdown and mass arrests which could

happen at any moment.

Saint-Denis is located in the old CP-
loyal “red bell” on the outskirts of Paris.

These municipalities, where working

people live, have been administered by

the CP for decades. Of course, the bour-

geoisie’s racist “law and order” is

enforced here the same as anywhere else,

with the cops rousting and attacking

immigrants. As part of the present Jospin

government, the big reformist parties

(CP and Socialists) are up to their necks

managing the apparatus of the bourgeois

French state on the national level as well.

In their newspaper, Le Bolchevik, the

LTF explained:

“The principle of opposition to class col-

laboration has always been the ICL's
position: the absolute necessity for the

independence of the working class from
its enemy, the bourgeoisie. Throughout
history, class-collaborationist formations
serve as an obstacle to workers revo-

lution, disarming, demobilizing and
demoralizing the working class. Indeed,
the whole history of Leninism and Trot-

skyism is the history of determined
struggle against class collaboration and
to build a revolutionary internationalist

workers party. That’s the meaning of
Lenin's bitter struggle against the Men-
sheviks who supported the bourgeois
provisional government in 1917....

“In France, the popular front is the his-

toric mechanism of capitalist domination
in the form of class collaboration.... The
pact with bourgeois elements is the guar-
antee to the ‘big’ bourgeoisie that the

Publication of the Ligue
Trotskyste de France
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popular front won’t threaten its domina-
tion; and it gives the reformists (both

those inside the coalition and their little

hangers-on outside) an alibi so that they

can claim they are on the side of the

workers. Of course their platform isn’t

just an electoral gimmick, they are truly

devoted to the preservation of capitalist

property forms. The reformists (includ-

ing those called the 'far left’ in France)

are opposed to the program of proletarian

revolution. Their fundamental role is to

support the decadent capitalist order by
administering the bourgeois state. In

France, class collaboration traditionally

takes place through the popular front—a

'power sharing’ with bourgeois parties.

In Britain, the Labour Party has held

power in its own name, alternating with

the Tories. One way or another, these are

mechanisms of class collaboration whose
purpose is to persuade the working class

that 'this is your government,’ and to get

them to swallow attacks which would
probably provoke fierce resistance if

imposed by open representatives of the

class enemy.”
— Le Bolchevik No. 151,

Winter 1999-2000

The present SP-led French government

took over after an open rightist regime

was stymied by a massive December
1995 strike wave which blocked its

efforts to impose “rationalization” of

employment by attacking such things as

retirement pensions. The new govern-

ment took over the dirty job of making
French capitalism more profitable. In the

fall of 1998, working-class high schools

erupted, demanding more teachers and

equipment in the context of austerity cut-

backs in every sphere. These protesters,

especially those of the second generation

(North African and black youth bom
in France to immigrant parents), were

viciously violence-baited, subjected to

racist dragnets and arrested for petty and

imaginary crimes; one youth was sen-

tenced to probation for picking up a pack

of cigarettes off the ground.

Now, working-class discontent with

the “left” government is being demon-
strated on an almost daily basis, with one
strike or work action after another

against implementation of the “35 hours”

Aubry Laws, which in the guise of

reducing the workweek actually consti-

tute a giant speedup.

The “Left,” the “Far Left” and
the Revolutionaries

Unlike in the U.S., sizable organiza-

tions to the left of the SP/CP exist in

France. These groups helped the “left”-

led government get elected. They are

now heavily represented in the trade-

union bureaucracy and receive large-

scale funding from the capitalist state.

Now such groups are in an excruciating

situation as the workers and oppressed

turn away in disgust from this govern-

ment of austerity and racism. They are

walking a tightrope, seeking to appear to

their base as opponents of the govern-

ment they support. So they seek to place

themselves at the head of anti-racist

youth in demonstrations for the sans-

papiers and pretend to oppose the Aubry
Laws. As always the “far left” works to

pressure the CP and SP while laying the

blame for all of capitalism’s reactionary

policies at the feet of the rightists.

The real “maximum program” of these

supposed socialists is not to build a fight

for socialism but to help run the capitalist

state while applying “pressure from the

base” to try to resurrect the “welfare

state.” But even this timid perspective of

a more “humane” system of capitalist

exploitation is a hopeless quest. The Feb-

ruary 18 JS leaflet explained that “the

origin of the social-democratic ‘welfare

state’ and the reason for its maintenance

was that European imperialism needed to

assure the support or at least the neutral-

ity of its working classes in the Cold War
against the Soviet Union. But today, the

European bourgeoisies cut back super-

fluous social services and try to maxi-

mize the rate of exploitation ... Dema-
gogy and anti-immigrant terror are used

to divide the working class and deflect it

from united struggle against the current

capitalist offensive.” While fighting

against these anti-working-class attacks,

our program is not a new “welfare state”

but a socialist society, which alone can

provide jobs and education for all.

Integral to the LTF’s defense of the

immigrant students is the task of combat-

ting the influence of the big reformist

parties and their smaller reformist and
centrist tails, who seek to keep militants

tied to illusions in the benevolence or at

least neutrality of the capitalist state and

its agents like the campus administration.

In our leaflet and interventions on cam-
pus, the JS has exposed the role of the

“far left” groups, including those who
call themselves Trotskyists, in drumming
up support for the popular front in the

last elections, with slogans for "fighting

the right” or by falsely claiming this was
a way to oppose the growth of Le Pen’s

fascist movement.

The JS leaflet polemicized also against

the AGEN, which defends the Saint-

Denis sans-papiers but seeks to combat
the open pro-capitalist sellout artists of

the CP by championing its own brand of

Maoist-Stalinist ideology. This is worse
than ironic. The CP which today attacks

immigrant students at Saint-Denis is the

decomposition product of three-quarters

of a century of Stalinist betrayal. While
able to play to a more militant con-
stituency than the social democrats of the

Second International thanks to its contin-

uing false association with the Russian

October Revolution, and with its loyal-

ties somewhat divided between follow-

ing the dictates of the Kremlin bureau-

cracy and directly serving the interests of

against the arrests, where the SYC was

denied a speaker, we carried signs such

as "Defend China Against Imperialism

and Domestic Counterrevolution! For

Proletarian Political Revolution!" In re-

sponse to this sign, the ISO joined a

"Free Tibet!" chorus. Today, the CIA-

backed “Free Tibet” cause is one lever

available to the imperialists to force cap-

italist restoration in China. The support-

ers of the Dalai Lama glorify a vicious

clerical aristocracy that enslaved large

swathes of the population prior to the

entry of the Chinese People’s Liberation

Army in 1959.

In contrast, the SYC looks to the Rus-

sian Revolution of Lenin and Trotsky

who led the Bolshevik Party to make the

first successful workers revolution, which

was based on the common interests of the

workers of the world. The SYC stands for

international working-class solidarity, for

organizing the unorganized workers and

for class struggle here in defense of work-

ers abroad, in the fight for workers revo-

lution throughout the world—the only

program for ending capitalist exploitation

and its sweatshops.*

its "own” bourgeoisie in France, the

French CP functioned as a prop for sta-

bilizing capitalist rule.

In the tumultuous working-class strug-

gles of the 1930s, the CP worked over-

time to head off a fight for workers

power and rope the proletariat into sup-

port for parliamentary popular fronts. In

1945, true to its policy of opposing

national liberation struggles in the

colonies of the “democratic” imperialist

powers during World War II, the French

CP was in the government when it mas-

sacred thousands of Algerians in S6tif.

At the end of the war, in France and Italy

especially, the Stalinists were instrumen-

tal in disarming the anti-fascist partisans

and helping U.S. imperialism restabilize

capitalist rule in Western Europe. In

1968 the CP again saved the French rul-

ing class by selling out a prerevolution-

ary situation when a student revolt

ignited a proletarian general strike.

These betrayals preserved the imperialist

encirclement of the USSR, until finally

Stalin's heirs in the Kremlin simply

handed over the Soviet Union to

imperialist-backed counterrevolution.

The AGEN at Nanterre is well known
for resorting to physical gangsterism to

protect its politics from exposure. The JS

leaflet noted that by assaulting a JS

speakout in defense of students facing

repression in Indonesia in May 1998, the

thuggery of the AGEN “served the inter-

ests of the administration [andj furnished

a pretext for the capitalist state and cam-
pus security to intervene. We demand:
Cops off campus and out of the unions!”
At Nanterre and Saint-Denis, the JS
defends the AGEN against bourgeois
repression: “An injury to one is an injury

to all.”

The defense of "illegal” and “legal”

immigrants against state violence and
deportations is incumbent on revolution-

aries as part of fighting for the unity and
integrity of the proletariat and its ability

to defend itself and to struggle for its his-

toric class interests. As the JS leaflet

notes, “immigrant workers form a strate-

gic part of the industrial proletariat of
France and a living bridge to the workers
of Africa and Asia."

The reformist “left,” following its

racist capitalist masters who make immi-
grants a scapegoat for the economic
crises inherent in the system, divides the

layers of the workers and oppressed
against each other as it pursues "unity"
with sections of the ruling class. The rev-

olutionaries of the LTF and JS fight for

the unity of the working people indepen-
dent of and in struggle against the bour-
geoisie. We must build a revolutionary
party to politically destroy the influence
of the reformist formations and their "far
left tails and lead the working class in

the fight for socialist revolution.*

WORKERS VANGUARD



Kosovo...
(continuedfrom page 12)

ihe Kosovo Albanians and calling tor

“solidarity” with NATO's UCK pawns,

was an expression of their support for the

war aims of their own imperialist rulers.

It did not take a crystal ball to discern that

NATO's professions of concern for the

plight of the Kosovo Albanians was a

cynical cover for a war of domination. In

an article in the Autumn 1999 Labour

Focus on Eastern Europe, British leftist

academic Peter Gowan writes:

“NATO said it was bombing Yugoslav/
Serbian forces to prevent them from
attacking the Kosovar Albanian popula-

tion. Yet the means NATO employed for

this supposed purpose

—

an alliance with

the KLA |UCK| combined with high

altitude bombing of Kosovo when
weather permitted—had an effect oppo-

site to the declaratory aim: Serbian

security forces launched a full scale

offensive against the KLA and forcibly

expelled hundreds of thousands of Alba-

nians from Kosovo. This was an outcome
which Pentagon chiefs had foreseen as

likely, before the war was launched."

Gowan concludes: ‘Thus the declaratory

aim of the air war could not have been

its operational aim ... The only certain

coherent link between evident NATO
means and goals is that between the

bombing campaign against the Yugoslav

state and the goal of gaining eventual

NATO occupation of Kosovo”
Gowan also underlines how the

Kosovo Liberation Army acted as NATO
auxiliaries during the bombardment,

writing: “The logic of the war, as NATO
experts acknowledge, gave an increas-

ingly important role to KLA ground

forces, whose task was to target Yugoslav

troop concentrations for NATO air

strikes and to draw Yugoslav military

forces into open combat thus making

them vulnerable to air strikes.”

Yet at the start of the war, the British

Workers Power (WP) group, in a state-

ment distributed at a 30 March 1999 pub-

lic meeting in London, demanded that the

U.S. and Britain “give the KLA the weap-

ons to drive out the Serbian troops.” In

short, WP appealed to the NATO imperial-

ists to arm NATO's Albanian auxiliaries!

While giving absolutely no political

support to the nationalist UCK, we have

defended the right of self-determination

for the Kosovo Albanians against the

Serb-chauvinist regime in Belgrade. But

when the imperialists began to gear up for

war against Serbia (while simultaneously

giving secret military training to the

UCK), we said" that the question of selfr

determination had become subordinated

to the military defense of Serbia against

the U.S./NATO imperialists.

War is always a decisive test for revo-

lutionaries. We opposed “our” rapacious

imperialist rulers and called for military

defense of Serbia, while giving not an

iota of political support to the capitalist

Milosevic regime. We gave concrete

expression to our proletarian internation-

alism by joining in the campaign initi-

ated by the syndicalist-influenced Italian

COBAS trade unions to provide financial

assistance to Yugoslav workers whose
factories had been bombed by NATO.
Above all, we stressed the need to forge

Leninist vanguard parties to lead the pro-

letariat in overthrowing the imperialist

rulers through socialist revolution.

“Socialist” Drummer Boys
for Imperialist War

Acting as an adjunct to NATO’s minis-

try of disinformation, the fake socialists

retailed outlandish accounts of Serbian

“genocide" of Albanians, serving to pro-

mote war fever among the working peo-

ple in the imperialist countries. The fact

is there was no genocide. While U.S./

NATO mouthpieces trumpeted claims

that 100,000 or more Albanians had been

slaughtered by Serbian forces, not long

after the war ended the UN’s Interna-

tional Criminal Tribunal on Yugoslavia

reported the total number of Albanian

dead as some 2,000, of which only 350
had been killed by Serb pogromists.

Meanwhile, as many as 2,600 Yugoslav

civilians were killed by U.S./NATO terror

bombing!

It is a sign of how far the opportunist

left has gone in embracing the imperialist

order that one of the panel discussions

featured at the annual “Socialist Scholars

Conference" to be held later this month in

New York City is titled, “Is U.S. Interven-

tion (Ever) Justified?” One of the speak-

ers is Democratic Socialists of America

(DSA) head Bogdan Denitch, who at the

height of the air war last year railed. "The

bombing should stop only when Belgrade

agrees to pull out or is pushed out of

Kosovo" (Nation , 26 April 1999). When
Denitch decreed at the start of last year’s

Socialist Scholars Conference that there

would be no discussion of the war, his fel-

low “socialist" panelists dutifully kept

silent, including self-styled “antiwar rad-

ical" Noam Chomsky. In this gathering of

a thousand supposed socialists, only the

Spartacist League rose in proletarian rev-

olutionary opposition to the U.S. -led

bombardment. Our comrades also raised

signs demanding “Defeat U.S. Imperial-

ism Through Workers Revolution!” and

“Defend Serbia Against U.S./NATO
Attack!"

Under the impact of a major war in

Europe involving the imperialist powers,

we were presented with the spectacle of

erstwhile "revolutionaries" and “anti-

imperialists" joining pro-imperialist war

rallies. In the U.S., the reformist Interna-

tional Socialist Organization (ISO) sold

among the handful of big powers which

inevitably produces wars to redivide the

world The only way to end the threat of

war is through international proletarian

revolution.

Reformism and opportunism is always

nationally defined. Thus the fake-left

groups in Europe capitulated to the inter-

ests of their respective national bourgeoi-

sies. The ISO's parent organization, the

British Socialist Workers Party (SWP),

promoted illusions in the “left wing" of

the very Labour Party which prosecuted

the war for British imperialism. They

built an “antiwar” coalition with Labour

left Tony Benn, a “little England" nation-

alist who complained that the U.S./NATO
bombing of Serbia hadn’t been author-

ized by the UN. Leading SWP spokesman

Alex Callinicos even signed onto a call in

the New Statesman (10 May 1 999) for the

UN or the OSCE to militarily intervene in

Kosovo—in effect, siding with the Euro-

pean imperialists who chafed under the

U.S. -dominated NATO alliance.

The French Ligue Communiste R6vo-

lutionnaire (LCR), flagship section of the

fake-Trotskyist “United Secretariat of the

Fourth International," endorsed a sim-

ilar call for "a multinational police force

...under the auspices of the OSCE to

enforce a transitional accord" {Rouge,

I April 1999). This was the nationalist,

anti-American line pushed by the French

and German governments, both domi-

nated by social democrats, in an attempt
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ICL fought for

proletarian revolutionary

opposition to imperialist

war against Serbia.

NATO “socialists” like

British Workers Power,
seen here at April 1999
London pro-war march,
pushed “human rights”

cover for U.S./NATO war
of domination.

its press at a Los Angeles demonstration

replete with signs reading, “NATO All

the Way." In Britain, Workers Power pro-

vided a platform for UCK spokesmen
who openly praised NATO’s war, and

participated in a 10 April 1999 London
demonstration featuring Albanian and

NATO Hags and slogans like “NATO
Good Luck!"

During the war, the ISO pleaded with

the bloodthirsty U.S. rulers to “stop the

bombing." After the bombing stopped,

the ISO bemoaned the "Cruel Aftermath

of NATO’s War" {Socialist Worker, 30
July 1999). Yet in article after article

before and after the air war, these fake

socialists didn't even call for NATO to

get out of the Balkans, let alone for the

military defense of Serbia! Even now.

nine months into the NATO occupation

of Kosovo, Socialist Worker (3 March)
refuses to call for the withdrawal of impe-

rialist forces, chastising the Western rul-

ers only for having "accepted the logic of

the nationalist leaders who went to war
against each other in the Balkans.”

These social democrats would have

you believe that by pressuring the imperi-

alist bourgeoisie, the capitalist system

can be reformed into a just and peaceful

order. During the war, the ISO lamented

that the "vast sums wasted on bombing
Serbia could be used to remove many of

the underlying causes of conflicts in the

world" (Socialist Worker, 9 April 1999).

But imperialism is not a “policy" that

can be made more humane. V. 1. Lenin,

the leader of the 1917 Russian Revolu-

tion, called it "the highest stage of capi-

talism": a system based on ruthless

plunder of the colonial and ex-colonial

world, grinding exploitation of the prole-

tariat at home, and a constant battle for

markets and spheres of exploitation

to minimize a direct U.S. role in the Bal-

kans. Again, after the war the LCR openly

lined up behind the European Union

(EU) imperialist powers, declaring that

"the ‘peace accords’ establishing a pro-

tectorate in Kosovo under UN man-
date allowed the EU governments to get

back in the saddle, avoiding the absolute

hegemony of the United States and

NATO. They represent a lesser evil, at

least assuring the massive return of

the Albano-Kosovar populations, which

would have been unthinkable without an

international interposition force" {Rouge,

2 September 1999).

Only Socialist Revolution
Can End Imperialist War
NATO leaders celebrated their unity in

the war against Serbia, but behind this

facade the war accentuated tensions

among the imperialist powers, which

have been intensifying since the counter-

revolutionary destruction of the Soviet

Union in 1991-92. Thus in the final days

of the war Germany and France maneu-
vered to undercut American domination

over the imperialist occupation forces,

insisting that these be under a UN impri-

matur. Faced with huge antiwar demon-
strations among the proletariat. Italy and

also Greece broke ranks during the war
to call for a bombing pause.

As soon as the bombing ended, Ger-

many and the other West European states

announced plans to build a military force

independent of Washington to match
their increasing economic rivalry with

the U.S. Next month the EU’s Eurocorps

is sending a 350-strong force to Kosovo.

By 2003, the Eurocorps is supposed to

be expanded into a 60,000-strong rapid-

reaction corps. Meanwhile, the U.S. has

charged its West European allies with

harboring a spy for Serbia at NATO’s
headquarters during the bombing. The

growing rivalry has also been evident on

other fronts, as seen in the recent wran-

gle between the U.S. and Germany over

who would head up the International

Monetary Fund.

For their part, the American rulers’

imperial arrogance is boundless. They
don’t want any American soldiers to

come home from Kosovo in body bags,

especially during an election year. More-

over, they expect their European imperi-

alist rivals to foot the bill for the Kosovo

occupation and to provide substantial

military manpower under U.S. control.

Since the retreat of U.S. soldiers from

stone-throwing Serbs in Mitrovica, the

Joint Chiefs of Staff have placed restric-

tions on how American soldiers in

Kosovo can be deployed, even though

they are supposed to be under joint (i.e.,

European) NATO command. Last month,

the Pentagon flatly rejected a demand by

NATO’s American supreme commander.

General Wesley Clark, for the dispatch

of thousands more soldiers, insisting that

reinforcements would have to come from

the West European powers.

Our proletarian-internationalist oppo-

sition to the U.S./NATO war against Ser-

bia was part of the fight to overthrow

capitalism around the world. The indis-

pensable instrument for this is a revolu-

tionary proletarian party. The blood-

stained American imperialists who tried

to bomb Vietnam back to the Stone Age,

who slaughtered tens of thousands of Ira-

qis in the 1991 "Desert Storm" and con-

tinue to bomb that country incessantly,

are the same racist rulers who carry out

a relentless war at home against workers,

blacks, immigrants and other minorities.

The fake-socialist drummer boys for

NATO who lined up with their imperialist

governments were in effect pledging that

they are no revolutionary threat on the

home terrain.

Just as the Balkans proved to be the

powder keg that ignited World War 1.

today the interimperialist rivalries which

are increasingly evident over Kosovo
could come to be the tripwire for a new
global conflagration. It was the October
Revolution of 1917, led by the Bolshevik

Party of Lenin and Trotsky, which ended
World War I for the Russian workers and

peasants and established the world’s first

workers state, a beacon of revolution-

ary internationalism for the proletariat

around the world In the U.S.. the most
powerful and rapacious imperialist power
today, we seek to forge a revolutionary

workers party to lead the struggles of the

multiracial working class to power and to

put an end to imperialist carnage once
and for all s

Visit
the ICL
Web Site!

www. icl-fi .org
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Tallahassee

Protest...
(continuedfrom page I)

the November election." This theme was

echoed by keynote speaker Jesse Jack-

son, who reached into his preacher’s

book of rhetoric to intone, as he has for

the past two decades. "Hands that picked

lettuce, hands that picked cotton, will

now pick presidents." The day before.

Jackson had joined hands in prayer with

President Clinton to commemorate the

35th anniversary of "Bloody Sunday" in

Selma, Alabama, when state troopers and

sheriff's deputies brutally attacked vot-

ing rights activists. Clinton declaimed

that without the 1965 Voting Rights Act.

“Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton would

never have been elected president of the

Jesse Jackson (at right) with Democratic Alabama governor George “Segregation Forever” Wallace on 20th

anniversary of bloody 1965 police attack on Selma march, and with Clinton on 35th anniversary this month. Then and
now, capitalist Democratic Party is enemy of black and working people.

United States."

It took heroic and hard-fought battles

for black people in the South to win the

right to vote. But both Carter and Clinton

were elected through overt appeals to the

Southern white racist vote in the years

following the defection of former Demo-
cratic Party Dixiecrats to the Republican

Party in opposition to the Voting Rights

Act.

Carter openly proclaimed the virtues of

“ethnic purity," a message that was

brought home in blood and fire in the

murder of five leftist anti-racists and

union organizers in Greensboro, North

Carolina by the KKK in 1979. Then, after

being trounced by Reagan and Bush in

the 1980s. the Democrats fielded a ticket

of Clinton and Gore—two Southerners

—

to win back the White House through

a campaign of outright racism. This

effort was symbolized by Clinton’s flying

back to Arkansas during the election cam-
paign to oversee the execution of a brain-

damaged black man, Ricky Ray Rector.

Now the Democrats are cynically trying to

ride the protests against Republican pres-

idential candidate George W. Bush’s

brother in Florida to win the state in the

November elections.

The shell game through which the

Democrats—once the party of the slavoc-

racy—are portrayed as the "friends” of

blacks and labor has been an essential

component in preserving the rule of racist

American capitalism. It is. and has long

been, used to keep the lid on any outbreak

of labor or black unrest. It is the labor

bureaucrats in the unions and the black

Democratic Party politicians in the ghet-

tos who forge the chains that have tied

labor and black people to this party of

capitalist exploitation, racism and imperi-

alist war. As we wrote in “Down With
the Confederate Flag of Slavery!" (WV
No. 728, 28 January):

"The struggle for black rights can only
go forward through the independent
mobilization of the social power of the

multiracial working class in a struggle
for workers power....

"Only by freeing itself from the grip of
the capitalist class and its parties can the
working class go forward. The struggle
for unionization, against police brutality

and the mass incarceration of young
black men must be linked to the fight for

a workers party, a party based on the

independence of the working class from
all reliance on the class enemy and fight-

ing for the perspective of a workers gov-
ernment, where those who labor rule."

For Revolutionary
Integrationism

The mass protests in South Caro-

lina and Florida have given rise to talk

of a "new civil rights movement."
What the NAACP liberals, black preach-

ers and Democratic Party politicians

are talking about are not the battles

by tens of thousands of black and other

civil rights fighters which profoundly

shook the American bourgeois order.

On the contrary, their talk of a “new
civil rights movement" is a code word
for the same old bourgeois electoral poli-

tics employed by Martin Luther King’s

liberal-pacifist leadership, which pro-

moted the federal government as the

agency for winning black equality and

which tied the movement to the Demo-
cratic Party of John F. Kennedy and Lyn-

don Johnson.

From the inception of the Spartacist

tendency in the early 1960s, we fought

to win a new generation of young black

militants to a proletarian, revolutionary

perspective. In 1966. we pointed to the

limits and growing contradictions of the

liberal-led civil rights movement:

“The goal was formal, legal, equality;

civil rights; or the norihemizing of the

south. The beneficiaries of this campaign
were to be that narrow segment of the

black population which is middle class

or close to it and is commonly called

'the black bourgeoisie.' The political

strategy was to seek the support of, and
to avoid antagonizing, the liberal estab-

lishment and. logically enough, to seek

to bring to bear the powers of the federal

government which is controlled by this

establishment. The tactics to be used
were characterized by a heavy reliance on
non-violence and moral confrontation....

"In contrast to the reform program of
the civil rights movement, the demands
of the black masses are necessarily and
inherently class demands, and demands
which the ruling class cannot meet. Die
call for jobs, for housing, and for emanci-
pation from police brutalization (attack-

ing the very basis of the state)—these

cannot be answered by another civil

rights bill from Washington. Their pur-

suit leads inevitably to a sharper and

Miami cops terrorize

ghetto youth protesting
police killing of two
black men in 1989.
Electric chair in Florida,

which trails only Texas
and Virginia in legal
lynching.

sharper confrontation with the ruling

class."—"Black Power—Class Power,"

reprinted in Marxist Bulletin

No. 5R, "What Strategy for

Black Liberation? Trotskyism

vs. Black Nationalism"

The civil rights movement fought against

the legal segregation of black people in

the South under the viciously racist

system of Jim Crow. But it did not. and

could not, fundamentally address the de

facto segregation of black people in the

North. The miserable conditions in the

ghettos, the segregated housing and

schools, massive unemployment and ram-

pant violence at the hands of the racist

cops occupying the inner cities are rooted

Counterposed to the program of lib-

eral integrationism purveyed by the pro-

Democratic Party civil rights leader-

ship—the false view that black people

can achieve social equality within the

confines of racist American capitalism

—

we fight for a revolutionary integration-

ist perspective premised on the under-

standing that black freedom requires

smashing the capitalist system and con-

structing an egalitarian socialist society.

We seek to build a workers party to fight

for a workers government which will

expropriate the capitalist class and use

the enormous productive resources of

this society for the benefit of those who
labor to produce them. A planned, col-

Selma, 1965: Wallace unleashed cops with tear gas and whips against
thousands of voting rights marchers.

in American capitalism, which is predi-

cated on the forcible segregation of the

majority of the black population at the

bottom of society. While a small minority

of black people have made their way into

a precarious existence in the middle class

as a result of affirmative action programs
and other measures that were won by the

civil rights movement, conditions for the

mass of the black population are by any
measure worse now than they were in the

1960s.

lectivized economy would provide jobs

for all and use a large part of the surplus

value that is now pocketed by the capi-

talists to rebuild the infrastructure of
society, providing jobs and quality, inte-

grated housing, schools and hospitals for

all. Thus will the material foundations be

laid for black freedom, through the full

integration of black people and the eradi-

cation of all social inequalities.

For Labor/Black Struggle to
Organize the South!

For some years now, attacks on affir-

mative action programs have been the

focus of the drive to roll back the mini-

mal gains that came out of the civil

rights movement. Racist reactionaries

cynically use the language of “civil

rights" to denounce affirmative action as

“reverse discrimination." Those who
make it out of the ghetto are portrayed as

unfairly getting jobs or college admis-

sions at the expense of whites. Mean-
while. Clinton’s Democrats led the bipar-

tisan destruction of welfare, painting

black people in the inner cities as an

indolent population living off the lar-

gesse of "hard-working people” and their

tax dollars. The purpose is to further the

exploitation and impoverishment of the

entire working class.

As part of our fight for full equality

for women and minorities, the Spartacist

League opposes the reactionary assault
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From Death Row,
This Is Mumia Abu-Jamal

What Diallo Really Means

The doorway execution of Amadou Diallo, and the

subsequent acquittal of the four killer cops by a dis-

tant jury in Albany, New York in late February, 2000

is contributing to a firestorm of controversy and com-

munity outrage in New York, and in other parts of the

country.

Perhaps the most interesting responses have been

the political ones, which seem to suggest that the

tragedy could somehow have been averted, if only the

city had been led by a Democrat. While it is undeni-

able that the repressive regime of Torquemada Giu-

liani has contributed to the aura of police aggression

against the people, that is not a distinctive feature of

Republicanism, as it is of statism, for the two faces of

the State wear Republican and/or Democratic garb.

The interests of the state are power, and conserva-

tion of the status quo, no matter how unjust that status

quo happens to be.

When one considers the behavior of the police

under the Democratic Dinkins administration, one

finds the same kind of brutality, of racist anti-Black

police terror, and indeed, as the infamous Police Riot

in front of New York’s City Hall demonstrated, where

the target of cop ire was the Mayor himself!

There, memory recalls, hundreds, if not thousands

of cops likened their “commander-in-chief” (the

Mayor) to a washroom attendant! No mayor can

claim an administration where there was a true dearth

of police violence against the poor, and the power-

less, and against the Black and Latino communities.

The dangers presented by the Diallo killing are

twofold; I) It is a harbinger of greater violence

against unarmed Black and nonwhite life by the cops;

and 2) It will be used to mobilize Democratic political

campaigns for mayor, the Senate, or the Presidency.

The first, of course, is self-explanatory, but as to

the second, the danger lies in the illusion, that per-

haps black life will somehow be safer in the city with

Democrats in political control.

The depth of that illusion is illustrated by the tepid

and weak comments that are uttered by many major

white candidates for political office on the Democratic

side.

The Democratic senatorial candidate, Hillary Clin-

ton, in the aftermath of the Diallo killers’ acquittal,

issued a statement to the effect that “police officers

should work to understand the community, and the

community should understand the risks faced by

police officers.” This, in the afterglow of a whitewash

quasi-prosecution and acquittal of four cops who
glocked Diallo to death in his doorway, for commit-

ting the capital crime of “standing while black”

(SWB)! This, in studied political reflection of a case

where cops fired 41 shots at an unarmed man!

Do you really think that this is a promise of safety

if and when she gets elected? If this is what she says

when she wants and presumably needs Black and

Puerto Rican votes, what will be said after the elec-

tion? This then, is the voice of the “New Democrat."

One that sounds suspiciously like the Dixie Democ-
rats, the voice that protects the status quo, changing

nothing, and promising to change even less.

The legendary R & B singers, the Temptations,

used to sing, in "Ball of Confusion,” about the politi-

cians who say “vote for me, and I’ll set you free!"

"New” politicians don’t even promise freedom. They

promise tolerance. As if the poor are beings of pesti-

lence, who are to be “tolerated.” They can’t even

promise “freedom” in this, the Prisonhouse of

Nations, where 2 million souls groan in the American

Gulag. Indeed, they cannot begin to promise this, for

they have been pivotal in the very construction, and

consolidation, of the Prison Industrial Complex.

They are not the solution, for their only claim to

fame is to bring in some black management of this

Menagerie of Pain. A few high appointees. Some cab-

inet members. A new diversity over the same system

of repression.

It’s time for us to look further for our political

solutions.

We need to think in terms of new political configu-

rations. that speak to our deeper social, racial, ethnic

and class identities. For, clearly, this has not, and

does not promise to work. The objective of all poli-

tics is power.

No major political party in America can even begin

to promise black folks in America the power to stand

on their own doorstep, or ride their own car, or walk

the streets of the urban center, without the very real

threat of being “accidentally” blasted into eternity. A
politics that cannot, or will not control the agents of

that polity (that is, the police) is unworthy of our

tiupport.

2 February 2000

©2000 Mumia Abu-Jamal

Join the fight to free Mumia Ahu-Jamal! Con-
tact the Partisan Defense Committee. In New
York: PDC, P.O. Box 99, Canal Street Station,

New York, NY 10013-0099; phone (212) 406-4252;

e-mail: 75057.3201@compuserve.com. In Chicago:

PDC, P.O. Box 802867, Chicago, IL 60680-2867;

phone (312) 454-4931. In the Bay Area: PDC, P.O.

Box 77462, San Francisco, CA 94107-0462; phone

(510) 839-0852.

Urgently needed contributions for Mumia’s
legal defense, which are tax-deductible, should be

made payable to the Bill of Rights Foundation,

earmarked “Mumia Abu-Jamal Legal Defense,”

and sent to the Committee to Save Mumia Abu-
Jamal, 163 Amsterdam Ave., No. 115, New York,

NY 10023-5001. If you wish to correspond with

Jamal, you can write to: Mumia Abu-Jamal,

AM8335, SCI Greene, 175 Progress Drive,

Waynesburg, PA 15370.

on affirmative action. However, unlike

the liberals and reformist leftists who
uncritically hail these tokenistic meas-

ures, our starting point is not how to

divide up the ever-shrinking resources

allocated by the capitalist rulers for pub-

lic education and other social programs.

We seek to mobilize the working class in

a fight for free, quality, integrated educa-

tion for all and jobs for all. To combat
discrimination in hiring and promotion,

we call for special union-run recruitment

and training programs to reach out to the

masses of unemployed black and minor-

ity youth.

The crucial link between the fight for

black rights and labor rights is nowhere

more apparent than in the “open shop”

South, where entrenched racist discrimi-

nation enforced by police and Klan terror

has long served to crush efforts to build

integrated unions. Florida is a bastion of

racist reaction and a stronghold of the

KKK. In Miami, the brutality of the

racist cops has provoked repeated uphea-

vals by the ghetto masses. The terror of

the KKK and the vicious racism of the

cops is encouraged by Florida’s rulers,

who fondly refer to the state’s electric

chair—in which overwhelmingly black

prisoners meet a barbarous death—as

“Old Sparky.” It is this terror, legal and

extralegal, which is used to enforce a

panoply of anti-union “right to work”

laws. The power to prevail against this

racist reaction could be seen in the con-

tingents of black workers at the Tallahas-

see march. But that power must be

unshackled from the chains that bind it

to the oppressors.

A Workers Vanguard sales team at the

Tallahassee march found great interest

among these workers for our supplement

on the Partisan Defense Committee-

initiated labor/black mobilization of at

least 8,000 which drove the Klan night-

Steelworkers Local 8888, bulwark of integrated industrial unionism in “open
shop" South, waged four-month strike last year against Newport News
Shipbuilding in Virginia.

riders off the streets of New York City

last October 23. The fight to build that

successful mobilization contains key

lessons for the labor/black struggle that

is needed for the interlinked tasks of

unionizing the South and defending

black rights. The central lesson is that to

bring labor’s power to bear in defense of

its interests and the interests of all the

oppressed it must be mobilized inde-

pendently from and in opposition to

the Democratic Party and all the agen-

cies of capitalist class rule.

Black people are in their overwhelm-

ing majority working people. The work-

ing class needs its own party, one that

fights for its interests against strikebreak-

ing, racist terror and the all-sided attacks

on the gains that were won in the course

of hard-fought battles. That means a

multiracial revolutionary workers party

which will bury the racist capitalist

system and create a society run by and

for the whole of the working people.

SPARTACIST LEAGUE/U.S.

Local Directory and Public Offices

r\

National Office: Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116 • (212) 732-7860

Web site: www.icl-fi.org • E-mail address: vanguard@tiac.net

Boston
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Cambridge, MA 02139
(61 7) 666-9453

Chicago
Box 6441

,
Main PO
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(312) 454-4930
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and Sat. 12-3 p.m.

328 S. Jefferson St.

Suite 904

Los Angeles
Box 29574, Los Feliz Sta.

Los Angeles, CA 90029

(213) 380-8239

Public Office:

Sat. 2-5 p.m.

3806 Beverly Blvd., Room 215

New York
Box 3381

,
Church St. Sta.
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(212) 267-1025

Oakland
Box 29497
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Public Office:
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San Francisco, CA 94107
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Public Office:

Sat. 11 a.m.-l p.m.
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NOTICE
The New York Spartacist League public office at 299 Broadway is presently

closed in solidarity with a labor action by cleaners seeking unionization as mem-
bers of SEIU Local 32B-32J. For information regarding upcoming Spartacist

League/Spartacus Youth Club events and activities, call (212) 267-1025.
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Imperialist Overlords in Kosovo

NATO Occupation Means

Oppression of Serbs, Albanians

Mitrovica, Kosovo: Serbs protest against NATO’s KFOR occupation
force, Albanians face off against imperialist “peacekeepers.”

U.S./UN/NATO Troops Out of the Balkans!

For 78 days Iasi spring. Ihe NATO mil-

itary machine led by American imperial-

ism waged a massive bombing campaign

against Serbia, a dependent country about

the size of Ohio. Systematically destroy-

ing the infrastructure necessary for the

civilian population to survive, the U S./

NATO imperialists wreaked more devas-

tation than Hiller’s Germany did in Serbia

in World War II. Having brought the

country to its knees, the NATO powers

have occupied Kosovo with close to

50.000 troops, turning it into an imperial-

ist protectorate.

While most of the reformist and cen-

trist left internationally beat the drums
for imperialist military intervention, the

Spartacist League/U.S. and other sections

of the International Communist League
exposed the lie that the U.S./NATO war

had anything to do with “humanitarian”

defense of the Kosovo Albanians. Forth-

rightly opposing our "own” imperialist

rulers, we called to “Defeat Imperialism

Through Workers Revolution—Defend

Serbia!” As the NATO troops began

entering Kosovo, we warned:

“This imperialist conquest is a blow not

only lo the people of Serbia and through-

out the Balkans but lo working people

and the oppressed the world over. It will

place the Kosovars—Serbs. Gypsies and
Albanians alike—under the direct thumb
of the imperialists, exacerbating national

hatreds in the region"

—"All U.S./UN/NATO Forces

Out of the Balkans Now!”
WV No. 715, 11 June 1999

This is precisely what has occurred.

Within a month of the arrival of the first

NATO troops, the vast majority of the

Serb and Roma (Gypsy) residents—more
than 200,000 people—were driven from
Kosovo. The imperialist “peacekeepers”

stood by as armed units of the Kosovo
Liberation Army (UCK) led pogromist
attacks, looting and burning Serb and

Roma homes and shops and massacring

whole families.

Having emboldened the Albanian po-

gromists and forced the remaining Serbs
into liny isolated enclaves, the imperialist

forces are now attacking both Serbs and
Albanians. The flashpoint in all this is

the industrial town of Mitrovica, which
is effectively partitioned with about

9.000 Serbs on the north bank of the lbar

River and 90,000 Albanians on the south.

After months of escalating confrontation

between French NATO troops and dem-
onstrators on both sides of the ethnic-

divide, Mitrovica erupted in early Febru-

ary after an attack on a busload of Serbs
which left two dead. French troops have

shot Serbs and Albanians alike in a series

of deadly armed clashes.

Occupying troops have gone house to

house smashing down doors and terroriz-

ing the Serbian population in an osten-

sible search for weapons. When U.S.

troops rampaged through the Serbian

enclave in late February, they were met
with a barrage of stones from Serb resi-

dents defending their homes. Speaking of
the arrogance of the American occupation

forces, one Serb said, “Their attitude is:

We are here; we have power; we arc in

charge’" On March 15, U.S. soldiers also

swept through Albanian homes in the

eastern part of Kosovo, seizing arms,

ammunition and UCK uniforms and

imprisoning nine men at the huge Amer-
ican military base there, Camp Bondsteel.

In recent weeks, forces calling them-

selves the UCPMB—Albanian initials for

the “Liberation Army of Presevo, Med-
vcdje and Bujanovac”—have attacked

these districts in southern Serbia—

a

region dubbed "eastern Kosovo" by Alba-

nian nationalists—where Albanians out-

number ethnic Serbs. Posters in Kosovo

reportedly urge Albanians to join the fight

for “eastern Kosovo.” Last week, the

UCPMB staged a firelight with Serbian

policemen in the village of Dobrosin,

which was subsequently emptied of Alba-

nians. The White House is openly worried

that the UCK/UCPMB will provoke a

wider war. The London Daily Telegraph

(3 March) reports that “American peace-

keeping troops are rapidly building a base

on the other side of the border near Dob-
rosin and gun turrets now face towards

the village. Nato knows that Dobrosin has

the potential to drag it into further war."

The terms of oppression have been

reversed for the peoples inhabiting Ko-
sovo. While the Albanians were victim-

ized under the Serb-chauvinist regime

of Slobodan Milosevic, now most Serbs

have been driven out and the UCK is the

de facto civil power in most of Kosovo.

At the same time, the imperialists—who
arc currently hostile to an independent

Kosovo and any talk of a Greater Alba-

nia—have made it clear that they will be

calling the shots. The imperialists have

set up detention camps to hold Serb and

Albanian Kosovars seized by NATO
forces, and more than 1,000 additional

troops—largely French and Italian—are

now being sent in. Meanwhile, some
30,000 occupation troops remain in Bos-

nia, with thousands more in Albania and

Macedonia. As proletarian international-

ists, the ICL demands an end to the impe-

rialist economic sanctions against Serbia

and that all U.S./UN/NATO forces get out

of the Balkans now! Down with the impe-

rialist occupation! For a socialist federa-

tion of the Balkans!

The Lie of “Human Rights”
Imperialism

From the outset, we asserted that

NATO’s bombardment of Serbia was a

war of domination aimed at realizing

longstanding American plans to insert a

substantial U.S./NATO military presence

in the region. More broadly, the U.S
sought to assert its ‘Tight" to run rough-

shod over small, dependent countries,

and to demonstrate particularly to its

West European imperialist rivals that the

enormous American military arsenal con-

tinues to make it top dog. To drive home
this point, the U.S. rulers refused to even

countenance the fig leaf of a United

Nations authorization—or West Euro-
pean calls that the military operation be

carried out under the Organization for

Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE)—instead running the war solely

under the banner of the U.S.-dominated
NATO alliance.

That most self-proclaimed “socialist"

organizations in the U.S. and Europe par-

roted the imperialists’ war propaganda ,

saying the central issue was defense of

continued on page 9

U.S. occupation
force lords it

over residents
of Kosovo
village of Vitina.
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Taiwan: Stepping Stone for Counterrevolution

Down With U.S.

Anti-China Crusade!
For Unconditional Military Defense of China Against

Imperialist Attack and Internal Counterrevolution!

For Proletarian Political Revolution to Oust Stalinist Bureacracy!

Reuters AP
Two prongs of imperialist strategy for counterrevolution: Clinton pushes China's entry into WTO, while U.S. threatens
Beijing over Taiwan. Guomindang supporters protest after election defeat in Taiwan with portraits of anti-Communist
butcher Chiang Kai-shek, March 20.

The fate of the People’s Republic of

China is a question of immense impor-

tance for the Chinese worker and peasant

masses and for the proletariat of the

world. Since the 1949 Chinese Revolu-

tion, when the peasant-based People’s

Liberation Army (PLA) led by Mao
Zedong marched into Beijing, creating a

bureaucratically deformed workers state,

the U.S. rulers have pursued one over-

riding goal: the restoration of capitalist

exploitation and neocolonial subjugation

in the most populous nation on earth.

Yet to many it must seem that the

U.S. ruling class is dazed and confused

over its current relations with China.

One day, Clinton argues that China's

entry into the World Trade Organization

(WTO) would be a decisive step toward

‘free market’’ capitalism and would bring

about the demise of the “Communist
Party’s power." The next day. Pentagon

spokesmen warn Beijing of “incalculable

consequences” if it takes any military

action against Taiwan, the U.S. client

state a hundred miles off the Chinese

coast. While it may appear that the U.S.

bourgeoisie is torn between one section

favoring "engagement” with Beijing and

the other standing for a belligerent policy

of “containment," these are not contradic-

tory policies but rather are complemen-
tary, both aimed at imperialist reconquest

of China.

The strategy and tactics employed in

attaining (hat goal have shifted over the

decades. In the 1950s and ’60s, Wash-
ington waged an all-out Cold War
(and in Korea a hot war) against "Red
China”: economic sanctions, diplomatic

isolation, military confrontation and nu-

clear threats. In the early 1 970s, the U.S.,

weakened by its losing imperialist war
in Vietnam, shifted to a “softer" strategy.

Washington struck an alliance with Mao’s
China against the Soviet Union which
was continued and deepened under Mao’s
successor, Deng Xiaoping. The U.S. en-

couraged Deng’s "market-oriented re-

forms” in order to promote capitalist res-

toration^ forces inside China. At the

same time, Washington never abandoned
its policy of military encirclement, pres-

sure and provocation against China.

Throughout the past half century. Tai-

wan has been a stepping stone for coun-

terrevolution in China, serving as both

a staging area for military attacks and

a platform for capitalist penetration of

the mainland. As the PLA drove out the

despised, corrupt U.S. puppet regime

of Chiang Kai-shek in the late 1940s,

Chiang and his Guomindang (Nationalist)

cronies fled to Taiwan, where he imposed

a brutal capitalist military dictatorship.

On the mainland, the victory of Mao’s
forces ushered in a planned, collectivized

continued on page 6

Return Elian Now!

Frenzy in MiamiGusano
APRIL 4—Elitin Gonzalez’s kidnap-

ping by anti-Castro gusano fanatics is

now in its fifth month. The ransom
demanded is no less than the overthrow

of the 1959 Cuban Revolution which
gave birth to the bureaucratically de-

formed workers state and its gains

—

free health care, housing, racial equality

and universal literacy. Abetted by the

increasingly feeble efforts of the U.S.

Immigration and Naturalization Service

(INS) to return EliSn to his father

in Cuba, the gusanoAed "Democracy

14

Movement” to save Elidn from the "hor-

rors” of communism has reached the

point of threatened insurrection against

any attempt by the Justice Department
to send the 6-year-old boy home. The
mayor of Miami-Dade County, Alex
Penelas, has warned that his cops will

refuse to cooperate with the Feds: “If

their continued provocation... leads to

civil unrest and violence, we are holding

the federal government responsible."

This is the INS, la migra—led by

Attorney General Janet Reno, architect

of the Waco massacre—infamous for

raiding factories and rounding up and
deporting whole immigrant workforces

without the least concern for the rights

or families of those abducted. And this

is the U.S. imperialist state that is still

attempting to strangle the Cuban econ-

omy with a four-decade-long embargo
and has demonstrated its willingness to

spare no terror—from the Bay of Pigs

invasion to CIA plots to poison Cas-
tro—to overturn the Cuban Revolution.

Eli^n must be returned to his father!

Down with the imperialist starvation

embargo! For the unconditional mili-

tary defense of the Cuban deformed
workers state against imperialist attack

and capitalist counterrevolution!

Predictably. Elidn’s abductors have

made accusations of "child abuse”
against his father and even his two
grandmothers during their visit to (he

U.S. in February. The gusanos rant

that the boy would be immediately

subjected to electro-shock "therapy” if

returned to Cuba. Democratic presi-

dential candidate A1 Gore has recently

joined the gusano reactionaries in

this cause, throwing support to a pend-

ing U.S. Senate bill which would accord

Elidn and his immediate family mem-
bers in Cuba permanent residency

status. Behind this transparently venal

vote-grubbing is a sinister attempt

to offer the “wonders” of American
residency—not available to those flee-

ing right-wing political repression in

Latin America—to Elion’s family in

Cuba as a reward for joining U.S.

continued on page 5

Defend Cuba Against U.S. Imperialism!



Defeated Counterrevolutionaries

Besiege Ho Chi Minh Art Exhibit

. u>

Ng/Oakland Tribune Atkms/SF Examiner

Oakland, March 18: Art exhibit by C. David Thomas (left) targeted by mob of

anti-Communist Vietnamese shown beating effigy of Ho Chi Minh.

OAKLAND—A ranting mob of as many

as 2,000 anti-Communists has converged

on a small art gallery here Waving U.S.

and South Vietnamese flags and carrying

signs screaming “Free Vietnam and

Throw Out Communism” and “Ho Chi

Minh Lewd Monster and Mass Mur-

derer." these Vietnamese gusanos are pro-

testing the exhibition at Pacific Bridge

Gallery of artist C. David Thomas' litho-

graphs of Vietnamese Stalinist leader Ho
Chi Minh Mobilizing primarily from San

Jose with support from Orange County,

the two largest centers of Vietnamese

Americans in the U.S., this reactionary

throng encompasses the same political

forces and many of the same people who
last year spat at, punched and beat Viet-

namese shopkeeper Truong Van Tran for

displaying a portrait of Ho Chi Minh

in his shop in Orange County's "Little

Saigon."

The Vietnamese exile communities in

California are the home of the virulent

anti-Communists who tied Vietnam in

the wake of the defeat of their U.S.

imperialist masters 25 years ago this

month, when Saigon fell to the troops of

the North Vietnamese deformed workers

state and the South Vietnamese National

Liberation Front (NLF). Ho Chi Minh

died in 1969, but this historic leader of

Vietnamese Communism remains the

symbol of the social revolution which

began in the North following the expul-

sion of the French colonialists in the

1950s and was completed in the South

with the defeat of the South Vietnamese

puppet ruling class and American mili-

tary. Among these right-wing Vietnamese

exiles are CIA-trained torturers and war

criminals who thirst to be restored to

power in Vietnam where they can wreak

their revenge on the workers and peas-

ants. From these forces have come the

right-wing political gangs who, among
other crimes, in 1984 murdered Dr. Ed-

ward Cooperman in Southern California

for his courageous efforts to use his sci-

entific knowledge to aid in reconstruct-

ing war-ravaged Vietnam.

On March 18, up to 2,000 right-

wingers mobbed the opening of the exhi-

bition. where the artist had to be smug-

gled in the back way under police guard.

According to gallery co-owner Geoff

Dorn, the expected attendance of 200 at

the opening dwindled to 50. The reac-

tionary mob set up three lifesize bronze

statues of American and South Viet-

namese soldiers, beat Ho Chi Minh in

effigy and trampled on his picture. The
following day, the Vietnamese gusanos

besieged a panel discussion on “Ho Chi

Minh: The Forbidden Icon" held at

the Oakland Museum. One speaker, a

Vietnamese teacher, had already been

pressured into withdrawing from the

panel, and the right-wingers turned it

into a festival of anti-Communism. On
March 27, someone entered the gal-

lery and tore a lithograph from the wall.

The anti-Communists have threatened

daily demonstrations at the gallery until

the exhibit ends on April 22, and have

mobilized an international campaign of

e-mails, letters and faxes demanding that

the Oakland city government close down
the exhibit.

The bourgeois press has joined in the

anti-Communist frenzy, featuring lurid

horror stories from the defeated counter-

revolutionaries. Certainly the U.S. ruling

class wants to disappear the real atrocities

committed by U.S. imperialism in Viet-

nam—the My Lai massacre, the napaim-

ing of villages, massive B-52 bombing,

Agent Orange, the “Operation Phoenix"

assassination program—as more than

three million Vietnamese were slaugh-

tered and the countryside devastated.

Artist David Thomas is himself a Viet-

nam War vet who “toasted [Ho's] death"

in 1969. Later, he “began to re-examine

that whole period of my life” (San Fran-

cisco Examiner, 19 March). In 1993,

Thomas organized an art show on the

Vietnam War at the San Jose Museum of

Art which was canceled by officials after

protests from Vietnamese reactionaries.

In 1996, another show organized by

Thomas showcasing Vietnamese artists

was picketed. He sees his artwork as

an attempt to "bring dialogue about Ho
Chi Minh. ..and why he chose the path

he chose.” One lithograph pairs Ho
with George Washington because, says

Thomas, "he threw out the French the

same way that Washington threw out the

British." According to the gallery owners,

the artist may add more works pairing Ho
with Lenin and Marx.

The Vietnam War marked a decisive

turning point in U.S. history. The so-

called "American Century” died in

the rice paddies and jungles of Vietnam.

For many young soldiers, their anti-

Communist prejudices were shattered as

they discovered they had been sent to

fight an entire people armed and united in

a revolutionary war. While the reformist

left cries “No more Vietnams”—echoing

the title of imperialist war criminal Rich-

ard Nixon’s memoirs—the Spartacist

League proclaims that for the working

class and oppressed the world over, “Viet-

nam was a victory! Two, three, many
defeats for U.S. imperialism!"

The anti-Communist bigots trying to

censor this art show share the racist out-

look of their U.S. imperialist masters: one
sign read “G—k Ho" over a viciously

racist anti-Asian caricature. As a candi-

date for the imperial presidency. Repub-

lican John McCain, a fighter pilot in Viet-

nam, spouted this racist epithet which

sums up all the hatred of the American
ruling class for the enemy that defeated

them. This racist slur also harks back to

the first American imperialist adventure

in Asia, the conquest of the Philippines in

1898. One gusano leader tried to claim

that Ho Chi Minh’s portrait is the Viet-

namese equivalent of the Confederate

Bag—what a filthy lie! It's the South

continued on page 5

TROTSKY LENIN

China and the

World Socialist Revolution

The 1949 Chinese Revolution which

smashed landlord/capitalist rule was de-

formedfrom its inception under a nationalist

Stalinist bureaucracy which excluded the

proletariat from political power. A key factor

conditioning this outcome was the bloody

defeat of the Chinese proletariat in the

1925-27 Revolution, prepared by the liqui-

dation of the Chinese Communist Party

under Stalin’s orders into the bourgeois-

nationalist Guomindang (Kuomintang). Fighting against the Stalinist betrayal, Leon

Trotsky insisted that national and social emancipation could only be achieved through

the dictatorship ofthe proletariat, standing at the head of the peasant masses, and the

extension of socialist revolution internationally. This is the perspective of permanent

revolution, which was confirmed by the Russian October Revolution of 1917.

For centuries the history of China has been one of formidable uprisings of a destitute

and hungry peasantry. Not less than five times in the last two thousand years the Chi-

nese peasants succeeded in effecting a complete redivision of landed property. Each

time the process of concentration began anew and continued until the growth of the

population again produced a partial or general explosion. This vicious cycle was an

expression of economic and social stagnation

Only the inclusion of China in the world economy opened up new possibilities. Cap-

italism invaded China from abroad. The backward Chinese bourgeoisie became the

intermediary between foreign capital and the mercilessly exploited masses of their own
country. The foreign imperialists and the Chinese bourgeoisie combine the methods of

capitalist exploitation with the methods of feudal oppression and enslavement through

usury.

The fundamental idea of the Stalinists was to transform the Chinese bourgeoisie into

a leader of the national revolution against feudalism and imperialism. The results of

this political strategy ruined the revolution. The Chinese proletariat paid a heavy price

for knowledge of the truth that their bourgeoisie cannot, does not want to, and never

will fight either against so-called feudalism, which constitutes the most important part

of its own system of exploitation, or against imperialism, whose agent it is and under

whose military protection it operates....

From the beginning, we, the representatives of the International Left Opposition, the

Bolshevik-Leninists, were against entering the Kuomintang and for an independent

proletarian policy. From the very beginning of the revolutionary upsurge, we urged that

the organization of workers’, soldiers’, and peasants’ soviets be initialed; we urged that

the workers take their place at the head of the peasant insurrection and carry through

the agrarian revolution to its conclusion....

The fate of China, like that of the USSR, is bound up with the fate of the revolution-

ary movement of the world proletariat. This is the source of greatest hope and the jus-

tification of highest revolutionary courage.

—Leon Trotsky, "Manifesto on China of the International Left Opposition"

(September 1930)
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In late 1996, four Los Angeles
cops cornered 21 -year-old Juan

Saldana in the hallway of a Mid-
city apartment building and shot

him. As the unarmed young
Latino man lay bleeding to death,

the cops planted a gun next to him
and conferred with their super-

visor—nicknamed '‘Quarterback”

for orchestrating so many cover-

ups. Not long after, 19-year-old

Javier Francisco Ovando was shot

by L.A. cops, who planted a gun
next to him and sent him to prison

for 23 years on “attempted mur-
der.” Permanently crippled, the

wheelchair-bound Ovando was

finally released last September

after three years behind bars.

These are but two among the

countless killings, maimings, tor-

tures and frame-up convictions

which have come to light since

early last September, when a for-

mer member of the LAPD Ram-
part Division CRASH Unit (Com-
munity Resources Against Street

Hoodlums) agreed to "tell all"

after he was caught stealing

cocaine from a police locker. The
cop, Rafael Perez, admitted to

having been personally involved

in framing up 99 people, including

Ovando, over a three-year period.

Perez got five years on a plea bar-

gain. Since then, more than 20

cops have been discharged, 70
more are under investigation and 50 con-

victions have already been overturned.

With estimates of the number of

"tainted” prosecutions running into the

thousands, Republican mayor Richard

Riordan plans to allocate over $300 mil-

lion to pay off the expected mountain of

legal suits against the LAPD. Meanwhile,

the capitalist press and politicians pre-

dictably talk of "rogue" cops and feign

shock over the extent of the exposures.

But in the ghettos and barrios of this

deeply segregated city, the “news” that

the LAPD is a racist killing machine is no

news at all. One black woman in Holly-

wood said bluntly, "The people who arc

shocked by this have been living in the

dark” (Los Angeles Times, 19 March).

The LAPD operation emerged amid a

whole series of exposures of cop brutal-

ity and frame-ups in major cities around

the country. A few years ago, the spotlight

was on systematic police frame-ups

and D A. jury-rigging in Philadelphia.

Then came Chicago, where a cascade of

exposures of police torture and forced

"confessions”—many in death penalty

cases

—

ultimately led the Illinois gov-

ernor to declare a moratorium on execu-

tions in the state in January. And New
York City has been seething with anger

since the sadistic sexual torture of Haitian

immigrant Abner Louima in 1997 and a

Killing Machine
series of cold-blooded killings exempli-

fied by the dealh-squad-style execution of

black African Amadou Diallo a year ago

and, most recently, Patrick Dorismond.

In every case, the liberals and fake left-

ists scream for police “reform” and fed-

eral investigations. But if ever there was

a city that exposed the bankruptcy of such

appeals, L.A. is it. Los Angeles has been

a veritable laboratory for police "reform”

schemes, beginning after the ghetto rebel-

lion in Watts in 1965 and again in the

wake of the multiracial plebeian upheaval

in South-Central in 1992 following the

acquittal of the cops who beat black

motorist Rodney King. The 1992 federal

Christopher Commission was specifically

devoted to the question of reforming

the LAPD. Black and Latino cops were

added to the force, a black man was

installed as police chief, “community
policing" was instituted Now the U.S.

Attorney’s office has announced yet

another federal investigation into the

LAPD. But from the FBI and the Bureau

of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (BATF)
to the Immigration and Naturalization

Service (INS), the Feds are up to their

necks in the LAPD's Murder, Inc.

The LAPD openly revels in its blood-

lust. The Rampart cops, who police a

heavily Latino and immigrant area, sport

as their insignia a skull on top of the

Victory to L.A. Janitors Strike!
LOS ANGELES. April 3—In a nearly

unanimous vote, a mass meeting of

over a thousand janitors this afternoon

launched rolling strikes against clean-

ing contractors throughout Los Ange-

les County. The strikers are members

of Service Employees International

Union (SEIU) Local 1 877—formerly

Local 399 "Justice for Janitors"—
which represents more than 8,000

overwhelmingly Latino janitors who
labor on poverty wages cleaning high-

rises of big business. Chanting "Huel-

ga! Huelga!” the janitors booed down

the bosses’ latest contract offer, which

would have raised the pay of some

workers by a miserly 50 cents an hour

while freezing the wages of others

with the aim of pitting one section ol

the union against another.

An official from Teamsters Local

396, representing downtown garbage

collectors and some UPS workers,

pledged at the meeting to honor the

janitors’ picket lines. It is necessary

for all of L.A. labor to rally in support

of SEIU Local 1877. An all-out strike

and a resounding victory By the jani-

tors would be a big boost to all work-

ers in the city, many of whom are now
facing their own contract battles, in-

cluding teachers, county government

and public transit workers. And it

would be a blow against the city rulers

whose cops have been carrying out a

rampage of killings and frame-ups in

the ghettos and barrios.

The janitors know only too well the

realities of racist cop terror. In the

midst of the murderous 1992 LAPD/
National Guard occupation which

suppressed the upheaval over the

acquittal of the cops who beat Rodney

King, hundreds of these janitors cou-

rageously marched through the heav-

ily immigrant Pico/Union area to

protest mass deportations. Victory to

SEIU Local 1H77!

Skalij/Daily

"dead man’s hand” of aces and eights.

The "Shootin’ Newton” and 77th Street

Divisions, which cover black and Latino

South-Central, have as their emblems a

cigar-smoking skull in an army helmet

and a skull and crossbones with the

motto, "77th Street Eat Their Dead.”

When Perez crippled Ovando, he was
awarded a plaque by his fellow CRASH
thugs at one of the “shooting parties”

they traditionally held after such killing

operations. The plaque was in the form

of a red playing card with a heart and

two bullets in it. When the victim was
killed, the playing card would be black.

Capturing a sense of how the LAPD
marauders operate, a television report on

British ITN News (21 March) concluded.

"You wonder whether one of the most
dangerous gangs in a modern American
city could be riding around in police cars

in uniform.”

This street gang with state power is

one of the more blatant examples of the

police Bonapartism which is increasingly

the trend throughout the U.S. As the gap

between haves and have-nots increas-

ingly widens, more cops are poured onto

the streets to keep the lid on the seething

cauldron of discontent and given increas-

ing power to act as a law unto them-

selves. That is what is behind the biparti-

san “war on drugs" and, particularly in

the case of L.A., on "street gangs.” In

Louisville, Kentucky recently, the cops

staged a virtual mutiny against the mayor

when he fired the police chief for giving

awards to two white cops who had killed

an unarmed black teenager.

From top to bottom, the American "jus-

tice” system is predicated on frame-up.

Deployed on the streets of the inner cities

as a racist occupying army, the cops treat

everyone as a criminal. Defending the

LAPD frame-up operation, one former

L.A. cop said: "We’re talking

about people who belonged in

prison, just not for those reasons."

LAPD/Feds’ Murder, Inc.

In 1991, millions of television

viewers around the world got a

glimpse of the racist sadism of the

L.A. cops in the videotaped beat-

ing of Rodney King. As we wrote

then: “Videotape Shows.. .What

Happens All the Time." When
South-Central exploded the fol-

lowing year over the acquittal of

King’s cop tormentors by an all-

white Si mi Valley jury, an army of

cops and National Guardsmen

poured into the ghetto to bloodily

suppress the upheaval, killing 45

people. The mayor who presided

over this police reign of terror

was black Democrat Tom Brad-

ley, an ex-cop. Bradley’s police

chief was the notorious Daryl

I Gates, a stone racist who “ex-

plained" a wave of LAPD choke-

hold killings by saying that black

people were more prone to die

from the chokchold because their

circulatory system was not the

same as that of “normal people.”

For his part, Bradley owed his

election in 1973 as L.A.’s first

black mayor to the reaction of

L.A.’s rulers to the 1965 Watts

greeze upheaval, when the black popula-

tion in that South-Central ghetto

erupted in outrage against their system-

atic brutalization by the police, temporar-

ily driving the cops out. It took a murder-

ous invasion by 15,000 National Guard

troops to pul down that rebellion. In its

wake, the moneyed liberal establishment

decided it was lime for a black face in

City Hall to more effectively quell the

discontent of the ghetto masses. But

while Democrat Bradley’s election was

hailed by a host of reformists, most

notably the Communist Party, one black

resident of South-Central summed up bit-

terly during the 1992 upheaval, “Having

a black mayor didn't make any differ-

ence. Everything was the same.”

Among the “reforms" implemented

after ’92 was the naming of a black

police chief, Willie Williams. Williams,

in turn, was succeeded by Bernard Parks.

This black proldgd of Gates was honored

at the NAACP's Freedom Fund Dinner

last November for doing "a lot to clean

up the police department” and for his

“remarkable record of integrating the

force with women and minorities” (Los

Angeles Sentinel, II November 1999).

Indeed, of the 21 Rampart cops against

whom some action has been taken, 12

are Latino, black or Asian—a real "equal

opportunity" for participating in racist

terror!

Seeking to defuse the anger of the

inner-city population over cop terror,

black liberals like Jesse Jackson and
NYC Democrat Al Sharpton push the call

for "federal oversight” of the police. The
LAPD has had plenty of “federal over-

sight”—not least working hand in glove

with the FBI in its COINTELPRO terror

operation in the 1960s. Hundreds of

Black Panther Party militants were assas-

sinated or framed up, including L.A. Pan-

ther spokesman Geronimo ji Jaga (Pratt).

continued on page 10

LAPD arrested
dozens of
workers at

1995 Justice
for Janitors"
mass labor

protest.
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Reinstate Expelled Bay Area Carpenter John Reimann!

No to Court Intervention into the Unions!
SAN FRANCISCO—Last May. hundreds

of angry carpenters staged a wildcat

strike in the Bay Area, shutting down the

biggest construction job in California, at

the San Francisco airport, for two days as

thousands honored their picket lines.

Some six months later, officials of the

United Brotherhood of Carpenters (UBC)

announced that they had expelled from

the union one of the strike's leaders, John

Reimann. The retaliatory expulsion of this

30-year union member for the "crime" of

not being "obedient to authority”—i.e.,

the UBC bureaucracy’s no-strike agree-

ments with the employers—has been car-

ried out by a trade-union bureaucracy

whose conscious role is to act as police

for the capitalists within the labor move-

ment. Expelling a union member for par-

ticipating in a strike is an outrage and

must be fought. Reinstate Reimann!

At the same time, in opposing the

entrenched UBC International officers,

Reimann is pushing a strategy which

itself seriously threatens both the Carpen-

ters union and the entire labor movement:

dragging the unions into the courts,

which opens the unions up to control by

the agents of the capitalists, the class

enemy of the workers. Suing the union is

an act of class betrayal, no less than the

class-collaborationist deals imposed by

the current union tops. No court interven-

tion—Labor must clean its own house!

Reimann, until his expulsion the

recording secretary of UBC Local 713 in

Hayward, California and a leader of

Working Carpenters for a Stronger Union

(WCSU), an oppositional grouping in the

union, is also a well-known supporter of

Labor's Militant Voice, published by a

small pseudo-Trotskyisl group around

Reimann and Richard Mellor, an official

of AFSCME Local 444 in Oakland In

their Winter I 999 issue, these social dem-
ocrats published an article titled "Taking

Your Union to Court." advising how to

carry out this act of class betrayal in a

"militant” fashion.

Reimann and the WCSU were centrally

involved in leading the wildcat strike

after the incumbent bureaucracy under

UBC International general president

Doug McCarron engineered an especially

rotten regional contract and denied car-

penters the opportunity to vote it down.

The strike's main demand—the right to

vote on the contract—was completely

legitimate. The wildcat brought howls

from the UBC tops because it threatened

the crippling no-strike pledges in the gen-

eral contract and in the so-called Project

Labor Agreements. In these treacherous

deals, the union bureaucracy guarantees

no strikes in exchange for the bosses hir-

ing only unionized labor,

However, the strike’s leaders wanted

only to pressure the union tops, never tak-

ing on the larger issue of smashing these

anti-labor provisions. Had they done so.

the strike would have confronted the

forces of the state—the courts and cops

—

mobilized to break it. Workers have taken

on the state and won— in fact, that’s how
the unions were built. But that means
mobilizing labor’s social power in mas-
sive shows of strength, in defiance of and

against the capitalist state. Instead, Rei-

mann and the WCSU turned to that same
strikebreaking state. When the bosses

threatened to dump the Project Labor
Agreement at the airport, the WCSU
pulled down the picket lines. At the meet-

ing which ended the strike, Reimann
announced plans to hire a lawyer to take

the union to court.

And hire one they did, although plans

for court action were dropped after

McCarron ordered a July 31 re-vote on
the contract by the UBC’s Northern Cali-

fornia Regional Council, which approved

the sellout a second time. Labor’s Mili-

tant Voice (Spring/Summer 1999) crowed

that the re-vote "came about as a result of

the uprising among the membership,

which, among other things, led to three

different locals jointly hiring a lawyer to

challenge the voting in court.”

Now Reimann and Labor’s Militant

Voice have made clear their plans to fight

his expulsion not by mobilizing carpen-

ters in a political struggle against the

class collaboration of McCarron et al..

but through some class collaboration of

their own. In an Internet posting. WCSU
declares that “if John’s expulsion is up-

held then we will be launching a court

battle with Doug McCarron," and Labor’s

Militant Voice (Winter 1999) chimes in

“We will launch a campaign to defend

John Reimann to help him with any legal

challenge that may arise from | the expul-

sion) and to help him retain membership

in his union
"

Capitalist Courts:
Enemy of the Workers
Reimann and Labor's Militant Voice

are not just catering opportunistically

to widespread illusions among the work-

ers, but are actively promoting illusions

in the courts. Suing the unions flows

directly from their program these social

democrats view the existing state as

something that can be put to use for the

benefit of the workers. This is completely

false: the capitalist state is and can only

be a machine for suppressing the workers

and oppressed. The American capitalist

state has historically used the most

bloody and vicious means—Red Squads,

anti-syndicalist laws, deportation of for-

eign workers, bloody massacres of strik-

ers, etc.—to repress even the most rudi-

mentary union organization.

Throughout the history of class society,

the state has always been "the state of

the most powerful economic class that

by force of its economic supremacy

becomes also the ruling political class

and thus acquires new means of subdu-

ing and exploiting the oppressed masses,”

as Friedrich Engels wrote in his Origin

of the Family, Private Property and the

Stale in the late 19th century. Drawing

on Engels. Bolshevik leader V I. Lenin

wrote in his 1917 work The State and
Revolution: "If the state is the product of

the irreconcilability of class antagonisms,

if it is a power standing above society

and alienating itself more and more from

it.' it is obvious that the liberation of

the oppressed class is impossible not only

without a violent revolution, but also

without the destruction of the apparatus

of state power which is the embodiment

of this ‘alienation’.”

In this society, the state enforces the

rule of the capitalist class against the

working class. The purpose of state inter-

vention into the unions is not to "democ-

ratize" the unions, but to destroy their

potential to fight in the workers’ interests

against their exploiters. When the New
York City Transport Workers Union

threatened to strike last December, the

government pushed through injunctions

criminalizing not only strike action but

even advocacy of a strike, threatening to

destroy the union and bankrupt the mem-
bers with crippling fines. The working

class can go forward only through the

s.ruggle for the complete and uncondi-

tional independence of the unions from

the capitalists and their state.

A prime example of what state inter-

vention means can be seen in the case of

the government’s decades-long vendetta

against the Teamsters, a union the ruling

class rightly feared as having the power

to shut down the country. In large part

thanks to the services of the Teamsters for

a Democratic Union (TDU), which brain-

trusted the Justice Department's inter-

vention. the Teamsters union has been

under the direct thumb of the Feds for

over a decade. Following the 1997 UPS
strike, the government went after TDU-
supported president Ron Carey (who had

been installed under government sponsor-

ship), ousting him from the Teamsters in

an attack on the union as a whole.

On the picket lines and at rallies during

the carpenters wildcat, Workers Vanguard

supporters warned against appealing to

the state to enforce union democracy,

pointing to the glaring example of what

happened to the Teamsters. Now Labor's

Militant Voice (Winter 1999) explains

that unlike the TDU they are not going to

"depend mainly" on the courts:

"We must recognize that the courts, as a

wing of the government, do represent the

employers, they are not ’neutral.' How-
ever, the judges arc subject to political

pressure like any other politicians. In

considering whether or not to support the

legal challenge, we feel the most impor-

tant question to keep in mind was this

‘Will this step increase the members'
willingness to fight, to be active in the

union or will it lower it?’

“From this point of view, the answer was
clear: There is no way that McCarron
would have thrown the vote out if he had
not known they would probably have lost

in court."

Inviting the strikebreaking courts to dic-

tate the internal affairs of the union does

not inspire the workers to fight. Rather, it

demobilizes any kind of class struggle

—

and that is the whole point of Reimann’s

threatened lawsuit. Their “recognition"

that the courts are not "neutral" is only a

lying fig leaf.

Reimann and Labor's Militant Voice

typify a new breed of counterrevolution-

ary “socialists” who aspire to take lead-

ership of the unions by using the capital-

ist state to oust the current bureaucrats.

The WCSU is part and parcel of the

slimy crowd of “sue the unions” types,

including the Bay Area Workers Democ-

racy Network, Laborers for Justice and

Democracy and the TDU cheerleaders of

the International Socialist Organization.

The national Workers Democracy Net-

work's Statement of Agreement says:

"We will confront union corruption by

whatever means necessary." “Union cor-

ruption" has long been the pretext for

government union-busting, especially as

carried out by the capitalist Democratic

Party. It was liberal icon Robert F. Ken-

nedy. fresh from serving as an aide to the

McCarthyite witchhunt which aimed to

purge the unions of reds and other mili-

tants. who acted as the attack dog for the

anti-labor Kefauver Committee against

the Teamsters in the late 1950s.

That self-proclaimed socialists could

fall all over themselves to openly em-

brace the vicious enemies of the workers

speaks volumes about the sharp shift to

the right of these "death of communism"
pseudo-socialists, who embraced the cap-

italist rulers’ Cold War II against the

Soviet Union, cheered the destruction of

the gains of the Russian Revolution and

have long since given up any pretense of

being for workers revolution.

Leon Trotsky wrote in 1940 that “The

trade unions of our time can either serve

as secondary instruments of imperialist

capitalism for the subordination and dis-

ciplining of workers and for obstruct-

ing the revolution, or, on the contrary,

the trade unions can become the instru-

ments of the revolutionary movement
of the proletariat” (‘Trade Unions in the

Epoch of Imperialist P:cay"). The UBC
tops’ expulsion of John Reimann starkly

illustrates the union bureaucracy's role as

the capitalists' labor lieutenants. But far

from opposing their class collaboration,

fake socialists like Reimann, Labor's

Militant Voice and the rest are class trai-

tors who act as instruments for the inter-

vention of the class enemy into the labor

movement. Labor must clean its own
house through political struggle inside

the unions, part of the fight for a revolu-

tionary workers party that can lead the

workers to power.

$2 (32 pages)

Make checks payable/mail to:

Spartacist Publishing Company
Box 1377 GPO, New York. NY 10116

WV Photo

Carpenters rally in San Jose as union delegates hold second vote approving
sellout contract, 31 July 1999.
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Reuters

10 December 1999: Protest in Havana as over two million Cubans demon-
strated around the island for the return of Elidn Gonzalez.

Cuba...
(continuedfrom page 1)

imperialism’s drive to overthrow the

gains of the 1959 Revolution. Meanwhile,
the INS deports desperate black Haitians

by the thousands, tearing parents away
from their U.S.-born children as a matter

of routine.

Pandering to the “save our children”

hysteria has become the polestar of

America’s bourgeois media. Elidn re-

cently appeared in a three-part series on
ABC's Good Morning America, speaking

through a cousin from Miami. Co-host

Diane Sawyer motivated this spectacular

by noting that “the U.S. government is

now increasing a drumbeat of talk about

his immediate feturn and yet no one in the

U.S. government has met with the child”

(New York Times, 28 March). Elidn has

been showered with a mountain of good-

ies by his gusano “guardians" and their

financial backers to convince him of the

evils of returning to Cuba; they’ve even

enlisted the Virgin Mary, who they claim

has appeared in Elidn’s bedroom mirror!

A visa has now been granted for his

father. Juan Miguel Gonzdlez, to come to

the U.S., but not yet for some of Elion’s

schoolmates as well as psychiatric and

medical personnel he wishes to accom-

pany him. The gusanos, who have for

months brayed about the father’s under-

standable reluctance to visit Batistaville

U.S. A., now promise to block any reun-

ion with the father, absurdly claiming

that the Cuban medical team will drug

and bundle the kid back to Cuba. Let

them enter! Certainly Cuban psychi-

atrists and psychologists are to be pre-

ferred over their U.S. counterparts, who
are prone to find “child molesters”—usu-

ally working in concert with aliens from

outer space—in every day-care center

and school they investigate.

Elidn's abduction has rekindled fer-

vor against U.S. imperialism and sup-

port for the Revolution among mil-

lions of Cubans. Over a quarter of the

island’s population of eleven million

have been involved in demonstrations,

forums and meetings to demand the

child’s return. Even the anti-communist

social democrats of In These Times

(3 April) are forced to acknowledge

that the movement's “explosive growth,

breadth and fervent nature belie the

attempt of some foreign critics to dis-

miss it as a product of official manipula-

tion and coercion.”

The Revolution must be defended

against the rapacious U.S. imperialists

and against the forces in Cuba, such as

the Catholic church, seeking to over-

throw it. But the program of the Castro-

led bureaucratic caste has placed the

Revolution in mortal danger. Based on
the nationalist perversion of Marx-
ism, the dogma of “socialism in one

country.” Cuba’s regime has consistently

worked to block the spread of revolu-

tions that could have ended Cuba’s iso-

lation as the only workers state in the

Americas. The defense of the Cuban
Revolution requires the struggle for

socialist revolution throughout the Amer-
icas, especially in the U.S., and a prole-

tarian political revolution in Cuba to oust

the nationalist Castroite bureaucracy.

With the overthrow of the Octo-

ber Revolution in the USSR in 1991-92,

the Castroite bureaucracy has fostered

increasing imperialist penetration of

Cuba. The legalization of the dollar in

1993 opened up a huge gap in Cuban
society, with greenbacks available to only

Free Mexican Militants!

Donate Now to Help Jailed

Student Strikers!
April 20 marks the one-year anni-

versary of the massive student strike at

Mexico City's National Autonomous
University (UNAM) and high schools

around the country, which was brutally

suppressed in the government’s crack-

down in February when up to a thou-

sand students and others were arrested.

A mass protest is to be held in Mexico
City on April 1 1 to demand the release

of the student strikers who are still

imprisoned and the hundreds who face

serious, trumped-up charges for the

“crime” of fighting to defend public

education. The International Commu-
nist League demands: Free all the

UNAM strikers now!

The workers movement and the left

internationally must demonstrate that

the victimized UNAM strikers do not

stand alone. The ICL is raising funds

for legal defense of the imprisoned

student militants. As well, the Partisan

Defense Committee has added impris-

oned strike leaders Alejandro Eche-

varria Zarco (“El Mosh") and Alberto

Pacheco Guizar ("El Diablo”) to its

class-war prisoners stipend program.

The monthly stipend of US$25 allevi-

ates some of the hardships of impris-

onment and represents a living link

between imprisoned activists and the

international workers movement which

champions the struggle for their

release.

The ten-month UNAM strike, pro-

voked by the administration's attempt

to purge poor and working-class youth

through tuition hikes, grew into a

wider social struggle, spreading from

Mexico City around the country. The
tens of thousands of courageous stu-

dents and workers who participated in

the strike and in huge support rallies

were fighting for all those oppressed

and dispossessed by capitalism, and it

is our revolutionary internationalist

duty to raise funds to help get them out

of Mexico’s dungeons. Every dollar

you send could make a difference!

Send contributions, earmarked “UNAM
strikers," to: Partisan Defense Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 99, Canal Street Sta-

tion, New York, NY 10013.
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Lecciones de la huelga

de la UNAM

Grupo Espartaquista de Mexico
issued special Espartaco
supplement on lessons of the

UNAM student strike. Available
for 250. Order from/pay to:

Spartacist Publishing Co., Box
1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116.

the few while the masses of the popula-

tion scrape by on pitiful rations. While

Clinton's current policy is that of a wing

of America’s rulers who favor a less bel-

ligerent road to capitalist restoration.

Elidn’s abduction underscores the power-

ful support that the gusano scum still

have among sections of the U.S. ruling

class. But fake socialists like the Workers

World Party, which has organized demon-
strations in Miami and elsewhere for

Elidn’s return, portray this tactical differ-

ence over how best to overthrow the

Cuban Revolution as a conflict between

“good” Democrats and “bad” gusanos.

Grotesquely appealing to the “family val-

ues" of Janet Reno, they call on her to "do

the right thing,” chanting “Bill Clinton/

Janet Reno—You know better!"

In contrast, the Spartacist League, as

the U.S. section of the International Com-
munist League, is committed to building

the Leninist vanguard party needed to

lead the multiracial U.S. proletariat in the

overthrow of the world’s most power-

ful and blood-soaked imperialist power
through socialist revolution. This is the

only way to end imperialist domination

and replace hunger and oppression with

equality, opportunity and justice for all.

International Communist League
(Fourth Internationalist)

International Center: Box 7429 GPO, New York, NY 10116, USA

Spartacist League of Australia

Spartacist League/Britain

Trotskyist League of Canada/
Ligue trotskyste du Canada .
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10127 Berlin, Germany

Dublin Spartacist Group PO Box 2944, Dublin 1

Republic of Ireland

Ligue trotskyste de France Le Bolchevik, B.P 135-10
75463 Paris Cedex 10, France

Spartacist Group India/Lanka .

.

Lega trotskista d'ltalia

Spartacist Group Japan

Grupo Espartaquista de Mexico

write to ICL, New York, USA
Walter Fidacaro
C.P 1591, 20101 Milano, Italy

Spartacist Group Japan
PO Box 49, Akabane Yubinkyoku
Kita-ku, Tokyo 115, Japan
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C.P 06002, Mexico D.F, Mexico
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Spartacist, PostNet Suite 248
Private Bag X2226
Johannesburg 2000, South Africa

Spartacist League, Box 1377 GPO
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Art Exhibit...
(continuedfrom page 2)

Vietnamese flag that parallels the Confed-

erate rag—both are the banners of a reac-

tionary ruling class defeated in a social

revolution. Many black GIs in particular,

hating the racist treatment they received in

the U.S. military and impressed by the

fighting spirit of the NLF, were radical-

ized by the war and came back sympa-
thetic to the cause of the Vietnamese

workers and peasants.

The social revolution which began in

North Vietnam was extended to the South

with the defeat of the U.S. and South

Vietnamese forces, and a planned, collec-

tivized economy was established in a uni-

fied country. Although a great gain for

the oppressed Vietnamese masses and
an inspiration for anti-imperialists every-

where, the revolution was deformed
from its inception, with the workers

and peasants ruled by a bureaucratic

caste following the Stalinist dogma of

“socialism in one country." The Sparta-

cist League stands for the unconditional

military defense of the Vietnamese de-

formed workers stale against imperialist

attack and internal counterrevolution. We
call for proletarian political revolution to

oust the nationalist bureaucracy which
opens the door to the threat of capitalist

counterrevolution.

From 1975 on, Vietnam faced a U.S.

embargo on trade and travel designed to

economically strangle the already impov-
erished country. But since the counter-

revolutionary destruction of the Soviet

degenerated workers state in 1991-92, the

imperialists have sought to foment coun-
terrevolution through economic penetra-

tion. The Vietnamese Stalinist regime has
increasingly opened the economy to for-

eign capitalist exploitation. Today, impe-
rialist economic penetration threatens to

win back for the United States what it lost

on the battlefield.

In Vietnam today, protests by peasants

and unemployed workers displaced by the

regime’s market “reforms" show that the

masses will not lightly give up the revolu-

tion they won through so much blood.

What’s needed is the forging of an inter-

nationalist Leninist-Trotskyist party to

link this struggle for political revolution

to the parallel struggle against capitalist

restoration in China as well as to the fight

for socialist revolution in the capitalist

countries. The American workers revolu-

tion will finally settle accounts with the

imperialist butchers of the Vietnamese
people, and will liberate the needed indus-

trial resources on behalf of those who
have long suffered under the yoke of
backwardness and poverty, the legacy of
imperialist world domination.

7 APRIL 2000 5



China...

U.S.-made missiles being tested off Taiwan’s northwest coast. U.S. client

state is a platform for imperialist military provocations against China.

(continuedfrom page I

)

economy—albeit under the rule of a

nationalist bureaucracy which deprived

the working class of political power

—

which meant enormous gains for the Chi-

nese masses.

Intent on reversing this social rev-

olution, Washington proclaimed the

Guomindang regime to be the sole legiti-

mate government of all China—the diplo-

matic stance of a state of war with China.

The Seventh Fleet occupied the Taiwan

Strait in 1950 shortly after the U.S.

launched its imperialist war against North

Korea, which aimed to smash social rev-

olution there and to target Mao’s regime

as well. Since (hen, Taiwan has served as

America’s “unsinkable aircraft carrier.”

In the late 1970s, the U.S. finally rec-

ognized the Beijing regime as the sole

government of China. Nevertheless, the

1979 Taiwan Relations Act pledged that

the U.S. would provide the country with

“such defense articles and defense serv-

ices in such quantity as may be neces-

sary" When the Beijing regime held mil-

itary exercises in the Taiwan Strait in

1996 to show its opposition to Taiwanese

president Lee Teng-hui during his elec-

tion campaign, the Pentagon sent two air-

moves by Washington to further shore up

Taiwan’s military. The Clinton adminis-

tration is now considering the sale of

large numbers of Patriot missiles; four

sophisticated Aegis destroyers and long-

range radar. Taiwan is also important in

Clinton’s plans for an East Asian “theater

missile defense" system, which would in

the first instance target North Korea and

China.

Against U.S. imperialism and its Tai-

wanese client regime, the international

massive inroads into the Chinese econ-

omy. Western and Japanese industrialists

and financiers, along with Chinese capi-

talists in Hong Kong, Taiwan and else-

where, have poured hundreds of billions

of dollars into the country. The Chinese

executives of such foreign subsidiaries

and joint ventures are typically the sons of

high-level government and Communist
Party (CCP) officials.

If China enters the WTO, foreign firms

would be permitted to own up to 50 per-

AFL-CIO tops spearhead
anti-Communist crusade
against China at Seattle

WTO protests with

chauvinist signs reading
“People First Not China
First.” SL denounced
pro-imperialist

mobilization.

St A1 III

Mia w io i'kok '>f
<

,SHp FONW r>

amm i

AfURtfAN

pnfM
’ ( HAuvm.su

EDUCM cminfu tHfwntD
DEFEND' mob ittft SM/t

UNA *6Ai*sf mnavm
I r-TUT I A*P

.

rCLEFlf

craft carrier groups into the Strait, the

biggest show of U.S. military force there

since the 1950s. Another element in the

imperialists’ pincer operation against

China is the “Free Tibet" crusade. The
CIA inspired, armed and financed the

1959 Tibet rebellion, and the imperialists

have kept the reactionary “Free Tibet"

cause alive to this day, aided by assorted

“radicals" and dim Hollywood luminaries

like Richard Gere.

The “Taiwan issue" was again brought

to the fore with the presidential elec-

tions last month, as Chen Shui-bian of

the pro-independence Democratic Pro-

gressive Party (DPP) unseated the long-

ruling Guomindang. In the run-up to the

election, Beijing waged a strident cam-
paign against Chen, warning that if the

Taiwan government refuses the “peaceful

settlement of cross-straits reunification

through negotiations, then the Chinese
government will only be forced to adopt

all drastic measures possible, including

the use of force"

This bellicose posture has helped spur

working class must stand for the uncon-

ditional military defense of China and for

the defense of all the remaining deformed

workers states—Vietnam, North Korea

and Cuba—against imperialist attack

and internal counterrevolution. There

must be a proletarian political revolution

in China to sweep away the Stalinist

bureaucracy which is leading the drive

toward capitalist restoration. The Interna-

tional Communist League seeks to build

a Chinese Trotskyist party to lead the

combative working class in this fight. The
Spartacist League/U.S. fights to forge

an American workers party which will

sweep away bloody U.S. imperialism

through proletarian revolution.

Divisions Over WTO Entry
in Washington and Beijing

At present, dominant sections of the

American ruling class, represented by the

Clinton White House, want to avoid a

military confrontation with China as this

would derail its entry into the WTO. Over
the past two decades, capitalism has made

cent of such strategic sectors as tele-

communications, while tariffs now pro-

tecting state-owned enterprises would
be drastically cut. Millions of workers

have already been thrown out of (heir jobs

as state-owned factories and other enter-

prises shut down or retrench. Lower agri-

cultural prices would drive even more
peasants into the huge destitute and des-

perate army of migrant laborers, adding

to the tens of millions who have already

flooded into cities and towns looking

for work.

WTO entry would mean eliminating

what remains of the state monopoly of

foreign trade, further subjecting the econ-

omy to the pressures of the world capital-

ist market. It would thus act as a battering

ram to force through the CCP’s 1997

decision to privatize the bulk of state-

owned industry. Presaging what awaits

other state workers, the main Chinese

stale oil company, China National Petro-

leum, recently set up a separate company,
PetroChina, which “went public” on the

Hong Kong slock exchange on March 30.

The new capitalist enterprise was given

the most valuable company assets, while

most of the one million workers remain-

ing in the state company are faced with

layoffs.

But the attempt to implement such pri-

vatizations would further fuel struggle

by the Chinese proletariat against the

immiseration brought on by 20-plus years

of “market reforms.” Eleven years ago,

mounting anger over inflation and cor-

ruption helped spur the entry of the Chi-

nese working class into the Tiananmen

student protests. This marked the begin-

ning of a political revolution against the

hated Deng regime, until the workers

were brutally suppressed by the bureauc-

racy. In the years since, workers have

fought to defend their livelihoods through

strikes, sit-ins and marches, while local-

ized rebellions against tax collectors and

other officials have taken place in the

countryside. Workers’ protests have

increased every year over the past decade,

even by Beijing’s own admission. In

February, 20.000 laid-off miners staged

an angry protest in the economically

depressed northeast.

The fear of social unrest has fed

into sharp differences within the Stalin-

ist bureaucracy over entry into the WTO
The Washington Post ( 1 3 March) reports:

“China’s security services, its military

and certain ministries and economic

interests, such as the Information Min-

istry, China Telecom, steel conglomerates

and some agricultural firms, oppose the

agreement." While some enterprise direc-

tors and ministry officials worry about

protecting their bailiwicks from foreign

competition, the bureaucracy’s greatest

problem is how to maintain social stabil-

ity as it tries to ram through further

attacks on the worker and peasant masses.

The so-called "hardliners” in the Chinese

leadership like Li Peng are not funda-

mentally opposed to the restoration of

capitalism, but want simply to ensure

terms more favorable to different sections

of the bureaucracy and less subject to the

vagaries of the world market and interna-

tional financial manipulations.

There exists one and only one social

force in China capable of halting the

accelerated drive toward capitalist coun-

terrevolution: the proletariat. As we wrote

in WV No. 725 (10 December 1999)

when the agreement opening the way
for China’s entry into the WTO was
announced late last year:

"The choices arc increasingly stark: pro-

letarian political revolution or capitalist

counterrevolution The raw social mate-
rial for a proletarian political revolution

certainly exists. What does not exist and
must be built is a Lcninist-Trotskyist

vanguard party to direct spontaneous and
localized labor struggles and protests

toward the overthrow of the Stalinist

regime and its replacement by a govern-

ment of democratically elected workers,

soldiers and peasant councils."

A political revolution in China would
come to the aid of the beleaguered North

Korean and Vietnamese deformed work-

ers states against the imperialist vul-

tures and would inspire the workers of

those countries to overthrow their Stalin-

ist bureaucracies. Above all, a Chinese
workers political revolution must be

linked to the class struggles of the militant

South Korean workers and beyond—to

Japan and the U.S.—to end the threat of

Defeated in

1949 Revolution,
Chiang Kai-shek
(left) and his

Nationalist

butchers fled

to Taiwan.
Communist
executed by
Chiang’s troops
in Shanghai,
March 1949.
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Mao’s People’s Liberation Army enters Beijing, January 1949. Revolution
which smashed landlord/capitalist rule was deformed from inception by
nationalist Stalinist bureaucracy.

capitalist re-enslavement and imperialist

subjugation once and for all

Workers and minorities in the U S.

have a direct interest in opposing the

imperialist depredations of the Ameri-

can capitalist exploiters. But the class-

collaborationist AFL-CIO bureaucracy

seeks to chain U.S. workers to the class

enemy, particularly through the Demo-
cratic Party, while acting abroad as labor

lieutenants of U.S. imperialism. The U.S.

labor tops launched protests against

PetroChina’s stock offering, advising

capitalist moneybags that this would be a

bad investment in a company that vio-

lates “human rights.”

This was just the latest installment in

the pro-capitalist Al l. -CIO tops’ cam-

paign against China’s entry into the

WTO. in which they have joined up with

liberal Democrats and right-wing Repub-

licans. denouncing Clinton for "appeas-

ing" Beijing and demanding an all-out

offensive against China AFL-CIO chief

John Sweeney lashed out at the Clinton

administration, saying that it "prostrates

itself tor a deal with China that treats

human rights as a disposable nusiance."

Teamsters president James Hoffa Jr. has

praised incipient clerical-fascist Pal

Buchanan as “the only candidate that is

speaking out about the issues of world

trade, of China . .almost a rogue state that

is threatening Taiwan." The labor tops’

next C'hina-bashing venture is the April

12 march in Washington, D C., aiming

to pressure Congress to vote against

the “normalization" of U.S. -China trade

relations.

The “AFL-CIA” campaign against

China follows naturally from the labor

tops' decades of work on behalf of U.S.

imperialism against the Soviet Union,

which included smashing Communist-led

and other militant unions in Europe and

Latin America and supporting the imperi-

alist wars in Korea and Vietnam. Despite

the often fevered rhetoric in the debate

over China’s admission to the WTO.
the differences between Sweeney and

Clinton/Gore, or between Pat Buchanan

and George W Bush, are over means not

ends. All share the same goals of capital-

ist counterrevolution in China and Amer-
ican imperialist dominance in the Far

East, and indeed throughout the world.

Today, much of the so-called left,

which previously enlisted in the anti-

Soviet "human rights" crusade, has lined

up behind the AFL-CIO tops against

China, as witnessed by their participation

in and enthusing over the anti-WTO
protests in Seattle late last year. These
protests were an orgy of flag-waving

American chauvinism—directed above

all against China—which upheld the most

rapacious capitalist power in the world as

the standard-bearer for labor rights.

Chiang Kai-shek’s Taiwan and
American Imperialism

The 1949 Revolution unified a China

which in the 19th century was divided

into colonies and “spheres of influence"

by the Western imperialist powers and.

later, Japan. Following a war of conquest

against China in 1895, Japan took Tai-

wan—then known as Formosa—as part

of the spoils. In Taiwan, as elsewhere,

colonial rule sharpened the internal class

divisions in that society. The mass of toil-

ers opposed Japanese colonial subjuga-

tion while the propertied classes gener-

ally collaborated with the colonizers.

Wealthy Taiwanese landowners, mer-

chants and moneylenders became fluent

in Japanese; most spoke Mandarin Chi-

nese (the principal language of the main-

land) poorly or not at all. In the 1930s,

the native Taiwanese elite were inte-

grated into Japan's "Greater East Asian

Co-Prosperity Sphere” even as Japan car-

ried out its brutal occupation of much of

China.

The Second World War in the Pacific

between the United States and Japan

was fought primarily to determine which

imperialist power would exploit and

subjugate China. When Japan surrendered

in August 1945 after the A-bombing of

Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the American

rulers believed they had at last "won"
China under the U S. puppet Chiang Kai-

shek. The U.S. turned Taiwan over to

the tender mercies of the Guomindang
regime, which treated it like a conquered

province, acting with even greater brutal-

ity and rapacity than the Japanese colo-

nialists. To this day, many older Tai-

wanese regard the Japanese occupation

as having been more benign than the

Guomindang’s blood-drenched rule.

When a Guomindang policeman killed

an old woman street vendor, this triggered

an island-wide uprising on 28 February

1947. As a thousand people marched on

a police station and occupied it. Chiang

dispatched troops from the mainland to

quell the revolt, slaughtering an esti-

mated 20,000 Taiwanese in the course of

the “2-28 incident." What happened when
Chiang’s forces entered Taipei was viv-

idly described by the American left-wing

publicist Jack Bclden in his account ol

the Chinese Revolution, China Shakes the

World (1949);

"They immediately dragged many For-

mosan youths into the street and shot

ihem. Soldiers threw stones through win-

dows. climbed inside and ransacked

houses before ihc eyes of terrified occu-

pants. They went into the house of a

woman primary school teacher, raped

her. shot her father, who was a school

principal, and her brother . ..

"On March II. 12 and 13. the killings

became more systematic as soldiers and

gendarmes, acting on grudge lists sup-

plied by mainland Chinese, searched out

personal enemies, particularly newspa-

permen, schoolteachers, committeemen
and businessmen. Often such men were

shot on the spot Others were taken away
and never heard of again."

Thus was inaugurated the Guomindang

rule which a few years later was to

become a bastion of the "free world" in

the Cold War against Communism In

the late 1940s, in flight from Mao’s peas-

ant army. Chiang’s forces, numbering

with their families some two million,

moved en masse to Taiwan, which then

had a population of six million (over-

whelmingly the descendants of mainland

Han Chinese who had moved there in

the 17th century, along with a small rem-

nant of the original indigenous Ausiro-

nesian people). Martial law was imposed

and remained in force for the next four

decades. Even advocating independence

for Taiwan was enough to get you jailed,

tortured and/or executed by Chiang's

regime, which brooked no opposition

to its vow to "reconquer the mainland.”

Chiang was fully encouraged by U.S.

imperialism, and a whole slew of Ameri-

can politicians—the "China lobby"—got

fat off Taiwan’s generous payroll.

In 1958, tensions over Taiwan led to

a major military confrontation between

the U.S. and China. The Guomindang
domain extended to a few small islands

right off the Chinese coast which were

well within Chinese artillery range. In a

move to expel Chiang’s forces, the PLA
bombarded the largest of the islands.

Quemoy. The Pentagon then moved
seven aircraft carriers and accompanying

warships into the Taiwan Strait, while

the U.S. Seventh Fleet ferried weapons

and supplies to Guomindang troops on

Quemoy. The Eisenhower administration

threatened to use nuclear weapons
against China unless the shelling was
stopped.

Mao, Deng and the
Anti-Soviet Alliance

In the 1960s. the hot spot of the Cold

War in Asia shifted to Vietnam. The
continued on page 8

Spartacist4%^ Forums

25th Anniversary of the Defeat of U.S. Imperialism

by Heroic Vietnamese Workers and Peasants

Defeat U.S. Imperialism! For Workers Revolution!

Saturday, May 6, 3 p.m.
The St. Clair Restaurant

93 Smith St.
,
Brooklyn

(at Atlantic Ave., lake A, C, or F to Borough Hall)

Wednesday, April 26, 7:30 p.m.
Columbia University. Hamilton Hall,

Rm. 602, 116th and Broadway
(take 1 or 9 to 116th St.)

NEW YORK CITY For more information (212) 267-1025

Trotskyist League/Ligue trotskyste Forum

The Fight Against Capitalism

in Racist North America
Saturday, April 15, 7:30 p.m.

Trinity St. Paul's Centre

427 Bloor St W
(west ot Spadina station)

For more information (416) 593-4138

Friday, April 7, 7 p.m.
Britannia Community Centre, Room L4

1661 Napier Street

(off Commercial Drive)

For more information: (604) 687-0353

TORONTO II VANCOUVER

Down With Neo-Apartheid Capitalism!

ANC Government Escalates
War on South African Workers

Saturday, April 8, 7 p.m.

CHICAGO

University of Illinois at Chicago
CCC Building, Room 613

750 S. Halsted

For more information: (312) 454-4930

Defend China Against Imperialism

and Capitalist Counterrevolution!

Friday, April 7, 7 p.m.
City College of San Francisco

Science Building Room 200

50 Phelan Avenue
(510) 839-0851 or (415) 395-9520

Saturday, April 8, 4 p.m.
Mt. Hollywood Congregational Church

4607 Prospect Avenue. Hollywood
(one block east of Vermont)
For more intormation (213) 380-8239

BAY AREA LOS ANGELES

Break with the Democratic Party of Racism and War—

We Need a Workers Party!

Saturday, April 29, 3 p.m.

BOSTON

Harvard University

Science Center. Room 109
For more intormation (617)666-9453

Evonl nol sponsored by Ihe Scionco Center ol Harvard University

7 APRIL 2000 7



China...
(continuedfrom page 7)

heroic resistance of the Vietnamese work-

ers and peasants led to the defeat of U.S.

imperialism on the battlefield and the

reunification of Vietnam as a deformed
workers state. The American ruling class

then adopted a more oblique Cold War
strategy by exploiting the intense antago-

nisms between the nationalist Stalinist

bureaucracies in the Soviet Union and

China, which fought a brief border war

in 1969.

Many Chinese leftists today uphold

Maoism as an alternative to the current,

openly pro-capitalist bureaucracy in Bei-

jing. But Deng, Zhu Rongji & Co. are the

direct descendants of Mao’s regime,

which was based on the nationalist Stal-

inist dogma of “socialism in one country.”

Years before his reactionary embrace of

U.S. imperialism, Mao sought alliances

with a number of bourgeois-nationalist

“Third World" regimes and opposed pro-

letarian revolutions internationally. In

1965, the Mao bureaucracy instructed the

Indonesian Communist Party to maintain

a political bloc with the nationalist

Sukarno, an ally of Beijing, directly

paving the way for Suharto’s coup which

ushered in a horrific slaughter of well

over half a million Communists, ethnic

Chinese and others.

At the height of the “Cultural Revolu-

tion,” when radical leftists around the

world were hailing Mao as an alternative

to the stodgy Kremlin bureaucrats, the

Spartacist League insisted that given his

regime's hostility toward the Soviet

Union, “the danger of an imperialist

alliance with China against the Russians

cannot be dismissed” (“Chinese Menshe-
vism,” Spartacist No. 15-16, April/May
1970). This prediction was borne out

with the official rapprochement between

the U.S. and China signaled by war
criminal Nixon’s visit to China in 1972

while American bombs were raining on
Indochina.

By the late 1970s, the American bour-

geois order had been restabilized after

the humiliating defeat in Vietnam and the

mass antiwar and black struggles of the

1960s. The U.S. ruling class launched
a new offensive against the Soviet Union
combining military, political and eco-

nomic pressure. Cold War II involved

a deepening of the Washington-Beijing
alliance, which acquired a direct military

character.

In early 1979, Mao’s successor, Deng
Xiaoping, became the first leader of the

People’s Republic to make a state visit to

the U.S. A few weeks later, the PLA
invaded Vietnam, the USSR’s principal

ally in the region, on the pretext of "pun-
ishing” Vietnam for its military interven-

tion in Cambodia, which ousted the mur-

Peler Turnley AP

Tiananmen Square, 1989: Proletariat's entry into student protests signaled incipient political revolution in China (left).

"Market reforms" have thrown millions into desperate poverty: rural migrants pour into Beijing looking for work.

derous Chinese client regime of Pol Pot.

As it turned out, it was the Vietnamese
army which punished the Chinese invad-

ers. Some months later, China joined with

the U.S. in supplying arms and funds

to the Islamic fundamentalist mujahedin
fighting the Soviet Army in Afghanistan

and provided the CIA with listening posts

in China’s far western Xinjiang province.

In the mid-1980s, the Beijing regime

adopted a “softer" approach toward Tai-

wan, now under the command of Chiang
Kai-shek’s son. Chiang Ching-kuo. Deng
proposed reunification under the for-

mula “one country, two systems”—sub-

sequently implemented in Hong Kong
when the British colonialists finally left

in 1997 and in the former Portuguese

colony of Macao last year. Deng guaran-

teed the continued existence of capital-

ism on Taiwan as well as the continued

rule of the Guomindang. Taiwanese capi-

talists were invited to invest in the main-

land and given advantages (such as guar-

anteed profits) not available to Western

and Japanese interests.

Increased economic ties between main-

land China and Taiwan served only to

strengthen the offshore bourgeois state.

Lucrative profits from business dealings

in China were used to purchase modern
weaponry for the Taiwanese army and to

buy political support within Western and

Japanese ruling circles.

Rise of a Taiwanese Bourgeois
Nationalist Opposition

At the same time, by the 1980s the

Guomindang regime had become a his-

torical anachronism. Its pretension to be

the government of China was not taken

seriously by anyone, including its Ameri-
can protectors. The surviving elements of

the Guomindang old guard were in an

advanced state of physical and mental

decay. A majority of the members of

Taiwan’s "parliament” were in their 80s

and spent most of the time in "napping

Available in Chinese
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rooms" Among the populace, they were

derisively called the "delegates of ten

thousand years" and the “old thieves.”

Even in its decrepitude, the Guomin-
dang police state was able to suppress the

emergence of an independent workers

movement and left-wing organizations.

But it was not able to suppress the deep

divisions within the island’s bourgeoisie,

centrally between the "mainlanders"

—

the Guomindang gang which invaded the

island after 1945 and their progeny—and

the “Taiwanese." The "mainlanders” con-

trolled the state apparatus, making up the

senior officers in Taiwan’s armed forces

and the top echelons of the ruling party.

ington and Beijing has also strengthened

the pro-independence wing of Taiwan’s

bourgeoisie. A leading member of the

DPP argued in 1995:

"As mainland China's economy and mili-

tary modernize over the next 10 years,

this will ihreaten U.S. interests. So the

U.S. will have to protect itself and check

these threats. One way is to use Taiwan.

So U.S. policy towards Taiwan will

absolutely have to be adjusted.”

— quoted in Xiaobing Li et al..

eds.. Interpreting U.S.-China-

Taiwan Relations (1998)

In fact, U.S. policy toward Taiwan was

already being adjusted. In 1992, President

George Bush approved the sale of 150

Taiwanese-owned
electronics factory
in Guangdong
province, part of

massive capitalist

incursions into

China over last

two decades.

Among the “Taiwanese" an opposition

emerged demanding formal and complete

independence from China, coalescing in

1987 into the Democratic Progressive

Party.

The call for independence was no less

anathema to the Guomindang old guard
than it was to the Beijing Stalinist regime,

for both parties are deeply committed
to Chinese "great power” nationalism.

Beijing has always manifestly favored

the Guomindang over the Taiwanese
nationalist opposition. Even Mao Zedong
said he preferred Chiang Kai-shek to

those who would sever Taiwan from
China permanently.

When Chiang Ching-kuo died in 1988,

he was succeeded by his vice president,

Lee Teng-hui, whose father had been a

wealthy landowner and active collabora-

tor with the Japanese colonial administra-

tion. The first Taiwan-born president of

the island, Lee speaks Japanese better

than Mandarin. As president, Lee sought

to balance between the old guard and the

Taiwanese nationalist opposition under
the slogan of "no reunification and no
independence.” But developments in the

post-Soviet world have increasingly tilted

the balance in favor of the forces of Tai-

wanese independence.

The destruction of the Soviet Union in

1991-92 through capitalist counterrevo-

lution destroyed the basis for the strate-

gic alliance between American imperial-

ism and Stalinist-ruled China and greatly

intensified imperialist pressures against

the remaining gains of the Chinese Revo-
lution. Increasing tension between Wash-

high-performance F-16 warplanes to Tai-

pei, the first major move to beef up Tai-

wan’s military capacity in over a decade.
As part of its elaborate diplomatic

dance with Beijing, Washington agreed
not to allow officials from the self-styled

"Republic of China"— i.e., Taiwan—into

the U.S. Yet in 1995. the Clinton White
House provocatively broke that agree-
ment by issuing a visa to Lee Teng-hui
tor a “private" visit to his alma mater.
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Ming Pao

Telecommunications workers in Taiwan demonstrate recently against

privatization plans.

Cornell University. I ec reportedly bought

the visa for 5*

1

0 million—distributed in

strictly bipartisan fashion, with half going

to Republican Congressional leaders and

half to Clinton's re-election campaign

(Willem van Kemenade, China, Hong

Kong, Taiwan, Inc. 11997)).

China/Taiwan: For
Revolutionary Reunification!

Such calculated humiliations have fed

the deep wellsprings of national senti-

ment in the mainland population The

Stalinist regime extols the most retro-

grade nationalism as the highest of polit-

ical virtues, as in a recent CCP statement

that “the renaissance of the Chinese race

can only be accomplished under the

Communist Party’s leadership” (South

China Morning Post (Hong Kong), 30

March). Wielding such bourgeois nation-

alism. the Stalinist bureaucracy is invit-

ing the Chinese bourgeoisie back into the

country they were tossed out of in 1949

in the name of forging a "greater China."

Beijing’s recent verbal belligerence

over Taiwan is designed in large part to

divert the working class from struggling

against increased exploitation by West-

ern and Japanese imperialism and by the

offshore Chinese bourgeoisie. The Chi-

nese government projects that five mil-

lion workers will be laid off from state-

owned firms this year. But according to

the World Bank, as the London Financial

Times (8 March) reports, WTO entry

would mean “that up to 35 per cent of

140m workers in the state-owned and

collective sectors may be surplus"

—

that’s nearly 50 million workers.

Well aware that it is sitting atop a time

bomb, the Stalinist bureaucracy can ill

afford to allow any kind of social protest,

even in support of its own initiatives. The

South China Morning Post (29 March)

reported that after students from dozens

of universities in Beijing and other cities

applied to hold street demonstrations

against the election of Taiwan indepen-

dence candidate Chen Shui-bian. the CCP
Politburo took immediate action to rein in

the students. One Beijing insider said.

"The leadership fears things will gel out

of control if the protests were to spread to

the workers and become a nationwide

movement." While the Beijing Stalinists

acted to promote the Guomindang and

independent candidates running against

Chen, all three of these capitalist politi-

cians represent the bloody Taiwan rulers

who are the class enemy of both the Chi-

nese workers stale and the proletariat on

Taiwan.

In opposition to the Stalinist program

of "one country, two systems,” we stand

for the revolutionary reunification of

China: for a collectivized economy, under

a government based on workers democ-

racy and revolutionary internationalism,

which can open the road to socialism.

What distinguishes Taiwan from China is

not a national divide but a class divide. We
fight for a proletarian socialist revolution

on Taiwan to overthrow and expropriate

the bourgeoisie and a proletarian political

revolution on the mainland to oust the

Beijing Stalinist regime which is thrust-

ing China headlong toward capitalist

restoration The International Communist

League fights to forge a Leninisl-

Trotskyist party in China, extending to the

relatively large and technically advanced

working class of Taiwan, where deep fis-

sures in the capitalist ruling class have

resulted in a certain political openness.

Those who call themselves or are

viewed as Trotskyists in China—the

Hong Kong-based groups which publish

October Review and Pioneer—are in fact

supporters of imperialist world domina-

tion under the banner of "democracy” and

"human rights.” These were battle cries

in the counterrevolutions which swept

East Europe and the former Soviet Union,

and they were trumpeted at the time by

the associates of October Review and Pio-

neer in the fake-Trotskyist United Secre-

tariat. Today such calls are directed at

fomenting counterrevolution in China.

An article on Taiwan in October

Review (5 August 1 999) reads like a posi-

tion paper by the U.S. State Depart-

ment or the former Guomindang regime

in Taipei:

"If the Beijing leadership wants to facili-

tate the reunification of the two sides and

make the Taiwanese people willingly

want to become a part of China, [Beijing)

must first stop all military threats and
high-pressure talk and behavior, and.

more fundamentally, implement thorough

democratic reform on the mainland, lift

the ban on other parties, open the press,

let the mainland compatriots enjoy real

democratic rights and freedom.”

An article in Pioneer (November 1999)

on the possibility of war between Taiwan

and China argues with evident approval

that the Taiwanese would "defend their

democracy and freedom.” Should China

take over the island, Pioneer calls for

resistance in the name of Taiwanese bour-

geois nationalism: ’Taiwanese people are

rich in the tradition of rebellion. They've

waged long-lasting and fierce resistance

against both the Japanese government

and the Guomindang.... They will never

tamely accept the new violent conqueror.”

The Chinese deformed workers state is

here equated with Japanese imperialism

and the reactionary Chinese bourgeois

puppets of American imperialism!

The American International Socialist

Organization (ISO) and its British parent

group. Tony Clift’s Socialist Workers

Party, have long been marked by virulent

hatred of the degenerated and deformed

workers states. When U.S. warships

plied the Taiwan Strait in 1996, the Cliff-

ites stood with the imperialists, pro-

claiming: "We would oppose any Chi-

nese invasion of Taiwan as an act of

imperialist aggression" (Socialist Review

1
Britain ). April 1996). In contrast, the

Spartacist League upheld the defense of

the Chinese workers state and denounced

U.S. moves as “classic gunboat diplo-

macy intended to show China—as well

as America's imperialist rivals—that the

U.S. is the cop of the world” (WV No.

642, 29 March 1996).

Capitalist counterrevolution will not

bring freedom and democracy (even

bourgeois democracy) to China but

bloody terror, economic immiseration

and imperialist subjugation. To get a

sense of what this would mean, it is

enough to recall the horrendous 1947 Tai-

wan massacre or the Guomindang's

slaughter of the Shanghai proletariat 20

years earlier, which drowned in blood the

Chinese Revolution of 1925-27. The

1927 defeat was prepared by the liquida-

tion^ policy of Stalin, who ordered the

CCP to subordinate itself to the nation-

al bourgeoisie represented by Chiang,

politically and physically disarming the

cream of the Chinese proletariat.

The spoils of capitalist restoration

would become a focus of conflict among
the major capitalist powers. In fact,

access to the Chinese market is already a

major factor in increasing interimperial-

ist rivalries. Clinton argues that if the U.S.

Congress votes down China’s admittance

to the WTO. this "will cost America jobs

as our competitors in Europe, Asia

and elsewhere capture Chinese markets
"

Meanwhile, the European Union is press-

ing Beijing to accede to its terms for entry

into the WTO. Capitalist counterrevolu-

tion in China would greatly intensify such

economic conflicts, increasing the danger

of World War III.

The Chinese proletariat has the power

to defeat those who would subject it to

capitalist re-enslavement. To utilize that

power, it is necessary not only to see

through illusions of bourgeois "democ-

racy” but also to reject the Chinese

nationalism preached by the Stalinists. In

"China on the Brink: Workers Political

Revolution or Capitalist Enslavement?"

(Spartacist [English-language edition)

No. 53, Summer 1997), we wrote:

"To smash the threat of capitalist re-

cnslavement and open the road to a

socialist future. Chinese workers must

look to the international class struggle It

is by linking their fight for political revo-

lution with the struggle to smash capital-

ist rule from Indonesia and South Korea,

to Japan and the U.S., that the Chinese

proletariat will form the bridge to a

socialist future. Above all. China's work-

ers must be won to the authentic com-
munism of Lenin and Trotsky and of the

early Chinese Communist Party led by

Chen Duxiu. which for decades has been

trampled on by Stalinism. For a Trot-

skyist Party in China, section of a reborn

Fourth lntemational!"B
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Downs/L.A. Times

L.A. mayor Tom Bradley at 1993 press
conference with LAPD chief Willie Williams,
installed amid police “reforms” after 1992
South-Central upheaval was suppressed by
murderous cop occupation.

LAPD...
(continuedfrom page 3)

who was imprisoned tor 27 years for a

crime the government knew he did not

commit, until the courts finally released

him three years ago.

The FBI has played an integral part in

the LAPD “anti-gang" offensive centered

on CRASH. The L.A. Metropolitan Task

Force on Violent Crime includes the

U S. Marshals Service, the BATF and

the Drug Enforcement Administration,

among other agencies. The Rampart

Division, which covers one of the state’s

highest concentrations of Latino immi-

grants, has a database of 15,000 people

supposedly "claiming gang member-
ship," while an additional 8,000 “known
and suspected gang members” are listed

on an INS index. Meanwhile, the state

government lists 250,000 “gang mem-
bers” in its database.

Those non-citizens not killed outright

or framed up and imprisoned in this oper-

ation are fingered to the INS for deporta-

tion, in violation of the city’s own laws.

Tony Alvarado, a 28-year-old worker who
has lived in the U.S. since he was 18

months old. was arrested last August and

pumped for “information" about gang

activity. Alvarado was thrown into jail

for four months when he told the cops

he knew nothing. Released on bail in

December, he was immediately nabbed

by la migra and remains in an INS deten-

tion center, threatened with deportation.

Reformists Push Bogus
Police “Reform”

The bourgeoisie in L.A. is wringing its

hands, worrying about how the burgeon-

ing exposures of its rotten and corrupt

forces of repression could obstruct their

efforts to maintain racist “law and order”

and secure convictions in the courts. An
emergency meeting of the Police Com-
mission ordered Parks to cooperate with

the U.S. Attorney’s office. Parks has

lashed out at L.A. District Attorney Gil

Garcetti for failing thus far to prosecute

any of the “rogue” cops. Meanwhile,

Garcetti has denounced Parks for deny-

ing county prosecutors access to infor-

mation on the Rampart investigation,

screaming, “We have a department out of

control.” Even the L.A. cop "union” is

calling for an “independent citizens’

panel” to investigate the department.

Faced with the prospect of shelling out

several hundred million dollars to settle

lawsuits, the bourgeois establishment

talks of "cleaning up” the LAPD in hopes

of cutting future losses. More fundamen-

tally, the capitalist rulers fear the erosion

of public confidence in the cops. Demo-
cratic Party mayoral hopeful and state

assembly speaker Antonio Villaraigosa

said: “Only an independent, outside

investigator will restore the public’s con-

fidence in our law enforcement.” And
Democratic City Council member Jackie

Goldberg complains: “15 years of people

convincing immigrants that they can
call the police will be destroyed over-

night. And if that happens, part of the city

will become unpoliceable” (Los Angeles

Times, 3 March).

Joining the liberal Democrats in seek-

ing to “restore public confidence” in

the cops are black nationalist Michael

Zinzun’s Coalition Against Police Abuse
(CAPA) and the social democrats of

the International Socialist Organization

(ISO). A CAPA leaflet for a March 15

protest, signed by the ISO, echoed Villa-

raigosa in one of its two main de-

mands: “Independent Investigation of all

CRASH Arrests!” The second demand

—

“Dismantle All LAPD CRASH Units

City-Wide!"—has been adopted by top

cop Parks himself, who vows to disband

all CRASH units by mid-April.

The CAPA/ISO leaflet insists: "There

can't be any effective community-based

policing until there is some real commu-
nity control of the police!” Effective

community-based policing is what you

saw when “community” cops last May
shot dead Margaret Mitchell, a 55-year-

old black homeless woman, for the

“crime" of having a shopping cart!

Demands for police “reform” and

“accountability" are a fraud through and

through. The cops are accountable only to

the bourgeoisie whom they serve and pro-

tect as hired thugs. It is their job to terror-

ize the ghettos and barrios, to bust up
picket lines, to keep the working people in

line. As V. I. Lenin, leader of the 1917

workers revolution in Russia, wrote in

The State and Revolution, “The state is an

organ of class rule, an organ for the

oppression of one class by another " And
the cops, like the prisons and prosecutors,

are at the core of that organ of capitalist
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class domination. There will be no end to

racist cop terror short of a socialist revo-

lution that smashes the capitalist state and

places the working class in power.

Cop Terror and the
“Open Shop”

With an arsenal of tanks and other

advanced weaponry, the LAPD is one

of the best-armed police forces in the

country. Police helicopters armed with

machine guns thunder over the inner-city

areas as a nightly fact of life, shining high-

intensity spotlights down on the popula-

tion. That the LAPD rivals the military in

some Third World dictatorship is because

they have never felt the mobilized power

of an organized labor movement.

“Open shop" L.A. was built up at the

turn of the century as a haven of "eco-

nomic freedom” from organized labor, as

the city’s rulers waged a war of savage

terror against union organizers. Although

the waterfront had been unionized, the

first years of the stormy CIO organ-

izing drives, which established industrial

unions in the Midwest auto, steel and rub-

ber centers in the 1930s, passed L.A. by.

Unions were finally organized in the auto

and aircraft plants, particularly around

World War II when many black workers

were hired on. At the same time, the city

Join the
Labor Black Leagues!
The first Labor Black Leagues were

formed as a result of the Spartacist League-
initiated, 5,000-strong labor/black mobi-
lization that stopped the Ku Klux Klan
from marching in Washington, D.C. in

November 1982. We stand for mobilizing
the masses of minority and working peo-
ple in militant integrated struggle against

SOC1AI 1ST PFVOLUTION I

Labor Stack k"aou' »«f Social Detente'"

the brutal system of racist oppression

that is capitalist America. Initiated by

and fraternally allied with the Spartacist

League, a multiracial revolutionary Marx-
ist organization, the Labor Black Leagues

are part of the revolutionary movement
of the workers and oppressed against the

bosses and for socialism.
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If You Stand For—
1 Full rights for black people and for

everyone else in jobs, housing and
schools! Defeat the racist assault on
attirmative action! For union-run minor-
ity job recruitment and training pro-
grams! For union hiring halls! Open up
the universities to all—for open admis-
sions, tree tuition and a full living sti-

pend for all students. Free, quality, inte-

grated public education for all!

2 fighting labor movement—picket
lines mean don’t cross! Defeat police
scabherding and strikebreaking through
mass pickets and union defense guards!
For sit-down strikes against mass lay-

offs! Fight union-busting, keep the capi-
talist courts out of the unions! Organize
the unorganized, unionize the South!
Jobs for all—for a shorter workweek at

no loss in pay with full cost-of-living

escalator clause! Cops and prison guards
out of the unions!

3 Fight for women’s rights! Defend
abortion clinics! Free abortion on

demand; free, quality 24-hour childcare!

Equal pay for equal work! For free, qual-

ity health care for all!

4 Full citizenship rights for all immi-
grants; everyone who made it into this

country has the right to stay and live

decently! Stop deportations! No to racist

“English only" laws! Down with anti-

Hispanic, anti-Semitic, anti-Arab and

anti-Asian bigotry!

5 Down with anti-gay laws! Full demo-
cratic rights for homosexuals! Govern-
ment out of the bedroom!

6 Mass labor/black/Hispanic mobiliza-

tions drawing on the power of the unions

against the racist terrorists. Stop the

Nazis! Stop the KKK!

7 Abolish the racist death penalty! Free

Mumia Abu-Jamal! Free all victims of

racist capitalist repression! No faith in

the capitalist courts! No to gun control!

Defend victims of cop terror and racist

police frame-up! For class-struggle, non-
sectarian legal and social defense; sup-

port the work of the Partisan Defense
Committee!

O Unconditional opposition to every
attempt to abolish welfare! Down with
slave-labor, union-busting “workfare”
schemes! Fight any and every attempt
of the government to take away or cut
back even more social programs such as
Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid,
public health and aid to education and
housing! For a massive program of pub-
lic works—high-quality integrated hous-
ing, schools, libraries, hospitals for the
working people and the poor!

9 Down with the chauvinist poison of
protectionism! For international working-
class solidarity! Support revolutionary
struggles of working people abroad!
Defend Cuba, Vietnam. China and North
Korea against capitalist restoration and
imperialist attack! For labor action against
U.S. imperialist war moves and military
adventures! For the right of independ-
ence for Puerto Rico! U.S. troops out of
Puerto Rico and the Caribbean!

10 Down with the Democrats and
Republicans! For a revolutionary work-
ers party that champions the cause of all

WV Photo

the oppressed! Finish the Civil War!
Those who labor must rule! For a work-
ers government to take industry away
from its racist, incompetent and corrupt

owners! Rebuild America on a socialist

planned economy!

—Join the

Labor Black Leagues!
Membership pledge is

$3/year unemployed; $ 10/year employed.
For more information, write:

CHICAGO (3i2) 454-4930

Labor Black Struggle League
Box 6938. Chicago, IL 60680

NEW YORK (212) 267-1025

Labor Black League for Social Defense
Box 2502, Church St. Station
New York. NY 10008

OAKLAND (510) 839-0851

Labor Black League for Social Defense
Box 29497
Oakland, CA 94604

10
WORKERS VANGUARD



Spartacist Speaker at Haitian Protest Meeting

“We Need a Party That Fights in
We print below a translation of a speech made in

French by a supporter of the Spartacist League at a

community meeting on the police killing of Patrick

Dorismond held March 26 at Bethany Baptist Church

in the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn.

The coldblooded killing of Patrick Dorismond. the

cop provocation and siege of the funeral and the

arrests yesterday reveal the true face of racist capital-

ist America.

Giuliani paints the victim as the criminal and the

NYPD killer as a hero But this despicable lie shows

that in the eyes of the capitalist rulers, black people.

Hispanic people and immigrants are criminals to be shot

down or imprisoned by the capitalists’ cops in order to

keep all working people “in their place," to keep them

from rising up against this system of wage slavery.

Hillary Clinton too comes to the defense of the

NYPD killer cops, arguing against a "rush to judg-

ment." The judgment is clear: the cops killed Pat-

rick Dorismond the way they killed Amadou Diallo,

the way they killed Malcolm Ferguson, the way they

killed Gidone Busch and countless others. Not to men-

tion the horrible torture inflicted on Abner Louima.

Al Sharpton calls for the federal government to step

in. This federal government which imprisons thou-

sands of Haitian immigrants in concentration camps
while carrying out provocations against Cuba, which

has sent murderous occupation forces to repress the

people of Haiti itself and long propped up the bloody

Tontons Macoutes there, and which unleashes the

blue-suited Tontons Macoutes here.

The Democrats and Republicans are both enemies

of black and working people—they are both parties of

the exploiters! Both are busy reinforcing cops, prison

guards, and other servants of the capitalist state as

part of the machinery of repression and terror that

includes the prisons and death rows; forbidding transit

workers even to say the word "strike" in order to

defend the interests of Wall Street (when they are not

busy bombing the houses of workers around the world

like they did in Serbia last year).

We need a workers party that tights for our interests,

for the interests of the working class, for the interests

of blacks, immigrants and all minorities. Not the kind

of party that collaborates with the capitalists to pre-

serve their system—for example, those who limit

themselves to asking only for Giuliani’s head and do
not say a word about the Democrats—but the kind

of party that was seen in the powerful labor/black

mobilization, initialed by the Partisan Defense Com-
mittee. that stopped the KKK last October 23. This

march here today gives us a taste of the power that

needs to be mobilized. The Haitian people are working

people. As part of the multiracial working class here

and around the country they have the power to do away
with this system which kills our young men in the

streets. We need a party of socialist revolution. We say:

Drop the charges—Free all the arrested! Those who
labor must rule!

The only way to make sure there will be no more
Patrick Dorismonds killed is for the workers to take

power Then and only then will justice be served.

Our Interests!”
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Protesters outside Patrick Dorismond's funeral
in Flatbush, March 25, recall other victims of
NYPD terror. SL placard in French reads: “There
Is No Justice in the Capitalist Courts!"

was—and is— rigidly segregated. And
with the destruction of large-scale manu-
facturing in L A. during the 1970s and

’80s, black people were mostly driven out

of unionized jobs.

In the 25 years following the 1965

Watts rebellion, the city’s population

went from 85 percent white to 37 percent

white, swelling the surrounding suburbs.

Meanwhile, Latinos became 40 percent

of the population, as hundreds of thou-

sands of Mexican and Central Ameri-
can immigrants, many of them refugees

from U S.-sponsored death squad terror,

moved into South-Central and other

minority neighborhoods. Forced into low-

wage sweatshop jobs, immigrants are tar-

geted for racist repression and attacks like

California Prop. 187 denying undocu-
mented immigrants access to education or

health care, which was overturned by the

courts. At the same time, many of these

workers bring with them the experience

of militant class battles. This underscores

the need for labor to demand: Full citi-

zenship rights for all immigrants!

Over the past decade. Latino workers

have been at the center of a series of

labor struggles in L.A., including by jan-

itors. truckers, building workers, hotel

workers and others. A recent organizing

drive, mainly among home health care

workers, recruited 91.000 new union

members, largely immigrants and blacks.

On March 28. some 8,000 workers

joined in the largest labor rally in the

city in recent memory, in preparation for

upcoming contract battles by janitors,

hotel workers, county government work-

ers and teachers. Yet while the city is

rocked by the exposure of systematic

killings and frame-ups by the racist L.A.

cops, the labor bureaucrats invited a con-

tingent of sheriff’s deputies into this

labor rally! These thugs have no business

in a labor rally. Cops out of the unions!

The pro-capitalist union tops’ all-sided

program of class collaboration is ex-

pressed chiefly through their support to

the racist capitalist Democratic Party.

With L.A. the site of the Democratic

Party convention this summer, the labor

bureaucrats are scrambling to ensure the

class peace demanded by the Democrats.

An SE1U Local 660 bureaucrat declared:

“We have an interest in helping to elect

Al Gore and we would be careful not to

take actions that would hurt his candi-

dacy." This only underlines that the work-

ing class must be broken from the capi-

talist Democratic Party if it is to fight for

its own class interests.

It is necessary to tight for a new, class-

struggle leadership of the labor move-
ment as part of the fight for a workers

party which will champion the cause of

black freedom and the rights of all the

oppressed. In a WV supplement (4 May
1992) issued amid the upheaval in

South-Central L.A., which called on the

L.A. unions to organize work stoppages

and mass mobilizations to defend the

black community against the murderous

cop occupation, we wrote:

"The Rodney King verdict has illumi-

nated the whole system of American cap-

italism. built on a bedrock of racist

oppression It cannot be reformed, it must
be smashed The question is how. The sit-

uation cries out for revolutionary leader-

ship, to organize the social power of labor

and unite behind it all the oppressed in a

struggle for state power that gets rid of
the whole rotten racist capitalist system
and opens the road for genuine emanci-
pation for all."*

NYPD...
(continuedfrom page 12)

drugs" which was initiated by the Feds!

And Haitian immigrants in particular

have plenty of their own experience with

“federal oversight" The Feds run the

concentration camps in which Haitians

are locked up by the thousands before

being deported back to misery and death

squad terror. As Florida attorney general.

Reno personally presided over mass
deportations of Haitians after locking

them up in Miami’s notorious Krome
Avenue detention center. For genera-

tions, the U.S. has armed and trained the

sadistic Haitian army and police, includ-

ing former dictator Duvalier’s Tontons
Macoutes killers, and the imperialist

occupation of Haiti for the past six years

has only deepened the misery of that

country’s impoverished masses.

As noted in the 25 February statement

issued by the New York Labor Black

League and the Spartacist League in

response to the acquittal of the cops who
killed Diallo (see IVY No. 731. 10 March):

‘The cops can’t be reformed. Their job is

to operate as the armed enforcers for the

rule of racist American capitalism. The
Feds aren't going to help you—they are

the central executive committee of this

whole system of cop terror. Nor are the

cops going to be 'controlled by the com-
munity' for the simple reason that they

arc servants of a ruling class whose prof-

its are derived from the exploitation of

labor and the racist oppression of blacks,

immigrants and all minorities."

Sharpton's appeals for "justice" from

the agencies of capitalist injustice are

designed to stupefy black people, the

working class and all opponents of cop
terror. Like the trade-union bureaucrats,

his intent is to prevent any social strug-

gle. Thus, those like Sharpton and the

Civil Liberties Union’s Norm Siegel who
today appeal for federal intervention to

“control” the NYPD were in the fore-

front of trying to stop the October 23
labor/black mobilization that rode the

Klan out of New York City. Working on
behalf of the entire Democratic Party

establishment in New York, Siegel was
the Klan’s lawyer while Sharpton filed a

“friend of the court" brief in defense of
the Klan’s "rights." Why? Because their

biggest concern was to prevent a mobi-
lization based on labor which would give

the working class a sense of its social

power as well as the consciousness that

this power must be mobilized in the fight

for black freedom and the defense of all

the oppressed.

At the Dorismond funeral march, many
protesters sang songs and chanted slogans

from the mass plebeian upsurge that in

1986 brought down the hated Duvalier

dictatorship—one slogan ("rache man-
yok") called for driving Giuliani from
office. To be sure, Giuliani has all the

attributes of an out-of-control tinpot dic-

tator who revels in cop terror. But he is

simply a representative of the class dicta-

torship of capital in America. Although

cloaked in “democracy," that dictatorship

is far more powerful and brutal than

Duvalier’s could have ever hoped to be

and it is represented equally by both

the Democratic and Republican parties of

American capitalism.

As the Spartacist League speaker said

at our March 1 New York forum on the

lessons of the Diallo trial:

"The answer to racist cop terror is the

dictatorship of the millions of workers,

with black workers in leading positions.

over the few thousand capitalists, seizing

the forces of production and building a

socialist society—a society which will

wipe out poverty, exploitation, hunger,
homelessness, racial oppression and
racist terror. The working class is the

force that can establish such a society.

But in order for it to do this, it must be
transformed from a class in itself to a

class for itself. This can happen only
by means of a revolutionary party utiliz-

ing all available methods to raise the

class consciousness of the workers by
increasing their trust in their own forces,

by destroying their illusions, by reinforc-

ing their revolutionary will and self-

confidence. and by organizing the over-
throw of all the forces standing in the

way of the conquest of power"

Spartacus Youth Club Class Series

CHICAGO
Saturday, April 15, 3 p.m.

The Trotskyist Program lor

Black Liberation Through
Socialist Revolution versus

Reformism and Black Nationalism

328 S. Jefferson St., Suite 904
(near Clinton stop on Blue Line)

Information and readings: (312) 454-4930

Visit the ICL Web Sitel

www. Icl-fi.org

NEW YORK
Tuesday, April 11,7 p.m.

For Women's Liberation

Through Socialist Revolution!

NYU, Thompson Center, Basement
238 Thompson St. (near W. 3rd St.)

Information and readings (212) 267-1025

BAY AREA
Thursday, April 20, 7 p.m.

For a Leninist Party to Fight for

New October Revolutions!

UC Berkeley, Dwinelle, Room 179
Information and readings:

(510) 839-0851 or (415) 395-9520
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At Funeral of Victim of NYPD Racist Terror

Cops Riot Against

Haitian Community

Roca/NY Daily News

Two More Killed by

“Operation Condor”
Death Squad

Nine days after an “Operation Con-

dor” undercover narc squad gunned

down Patrick Dorismond in cold blood,

their fellow NYPD killers launched a

savage attack on those who had come out

to honor the 26-year-old black man and

protest his execution. As the funeral

service for Dorismond came to an end on

March 25. hundreds of riot cops charged

into the largely Haitian crowd of over

5.000 people gathered outside the Holy

Cross Roman Catholic Church in Brook-

lyn's Flatbush neighborhood, clubbing

anyone within reach and arresting 27

people. Among them was a black radio

reporter who was beaten to the ground

by cops screaming "f— him up” and an

80-year-old Jamaican man who was

dragged off when he stepped out of his

apartment building.

In a protest letter sent that night to

Mayor Giuliani and D A. Robert Morgen-

thau demanding the immediate release of

all those arrested and the dropping of all

charges, the Partisan Defense Committee
denounced this latest cop atrocity: “The
message is clear. In the 21st century ana-

log to the Dred Scott decision, the black

population in the occupied ghettos has no
rights that the state is bound to respect.”

That message was again written in blood

five days later when another "Operation

Condor" death squad in Brooklyn's Bush-
wick area tired close to two dozen slugs

at pointblank range at 17-year-old Andre
Fields and 19-year-old Tysheen Bourne.

The two young black men were killed

for allegedly threatening the plainclothes

cops with toy guns.

The cop rampage on March 25 came
after an entire day of racist provocations,

beginning when a wall of cops moved in

Iront of the funeral cortege well before it

even arrived at the church. As the infuri-

ated mourners shouted, “Police out!" the

cops were forced to back off. When the

cortege arrived at the church, demonstra-

tor pushed away the steel police barri-

cades blocking their way. An American
Hag draping the coffin was ripped away
and burned. Later, as riot cops waded in.

the crowd fought back with rocks and
bottles.

What was seen on the streets of Flat-

bush gave a taste of the pent-up outrage

against the daily humiliation, depreda-
tions and terror meted out by the racist

cops, particularly targeting the black and
Hispanic population of New York. Since
January. "Operation Condor" units alone

have made over 21,000 arrests. An article

in the New York limes (I April) inter-

viewed people from a Brooklyn neigh-

borhood that has been targeted by these

"war on drugs" hit squads:

t hey describe officers swooping into

the neighborhood like urban warriors,
watching residents from rooftops, cir-
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cling in unmarked cars and surveillance

vans.... Almost every black or Hispanic

teenager on the street has a story of

being stopped and frisked, often several

times a monih. sometimes in the lobbies

of their own apartment buildings."

As one white woman who lives in the

neighborhood noted, “I’m glad I'm not

a 20-year-old African American." Polls

taken in the aftermath of the killing of

Patrick Dorismond show that three out of

four New Yorkers think that the cops are

"out of control.

Acknowledging a "tinder-box atmos-

phere" in New York City, Central Labor

Council (CLC) head Brian McLaughlin

announced plans to form a special com-
mission to “diminish the fear and skepti-

cism that working families have toward

police policy" {Newsday, 30 March).

Flexing the muscle of organized labor in

protest against racist cop terror could do

something to address the fear of working

people and minorities—by striking some
fear into the hearts of the cops and their

capitalist masters.

A couple of years ago. the cops were

constrained when confronted with a

demonstration of 40.000 construction

workers who faced down riot police and

took over Midtown Manhattan, chanting

"Whose city? Our city!" Last October 23.

the cops didn't dare wade into the crowd

of some 10,000 protesters who rode the

Klan off the streets of New York because

at the core of that action were organized

contingents of trade unionists who came
out in response to the Partisan Defense

Committee’s call for a mass labor/black

mobilization to stop the KKK nightriders.

Many of the Haitians on the streets of

Flatbush on March 25 were undoubtedly

members of the city's hospital, garment

and construction unions. Their social

weight was evident a decade ago when
over 70.000 staged what was effectively a

general strike of Haitian workers in New
York City, marching to protest the U.S.

government's racist policy preventing

Haitians from donating blood because

they were possible "AIDS carriers." It is

as part of the multiracial labor movement
that Haitian workers have the power to

fight against racist discrimination and
state repression.

While cop brutality and terror will not

be stopped short of eliminating this

entire system of capitalist exploitation

and racist oppression that they “serve

and protect," a powerful mobilization

which linked the social power of labor to

the rage of the masses in the ghettos and
barrios could make them think twice
before they randomly engage in more
street executions. But such a mobiliza-

tion is hardly what McLaughlin and the

CLC tops have in mind.

The purpose of the trade-union bureau-
crats is not to unleash the power of labor

but to keep it chained to the capitalist

order. In his statement warning of “fear"

of the police. McLaughlin, who himsell

is a Democratic Party state assemblyman,
made clear his support for the racist,

strikebreaking cops, while the president

of the carpenters union declared "The
carpenters union— the biggest in the con-
struction trade— is for Hillary." And
that's the name of the game, trying to

contain the outrage over the cops and

channel it into the electoral shell game
which portrays the Democrats as the

“friend" of labor and black people.

An article in the British Guardian
Weekly (2 March) headlined "Cold Rage
Engulfs Black New Yorkers" had some
insight in addressing why the acquittal of

the cops who killed Amadou Diallo had

not provoked the kind of upheaval that the

1992 acquittal of the L.A. cops who were

videotaped brutally beating black motor-

ist Rodney King did: “The reason was

simple: this anger has been carefully

channeled throughout the year since

Diallo's death, and remains so." At the

forefront in seeking to divert the wrath ol

the inner-city masses has been Al Sharp-

ton and his fellow Democrats. Last year

it was a ten -point program calling to

"reform" the cops. Now Sharpton et al

are calling on the Clinton White House
and Janet Reno’s Justice Department to

exercise "federal oversight" ol the NYPD
The federal government already "over-

sees" and funds the NYPD’s “Operation
Condor" squads as part of the “war on

continued on page 1
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The Elian Case and the U.S. Imperialist Drive for Counterrevolution

Defend the Gains of the

Cuban Revolution!
Ever since the government of Fidel

Castro expropriated the capitalist class in

Cuba in 1960-61, establishing a bureau-

cratically deformed workers state, the

U.S. ruling class has worked relentlessly

to undermine and overthrow the Cuban

Revolution. From the 1961 Playa Girdn

(Bay of Pigs) invasion to repeated attempts

to assassinate Castro, from funding coun-

terrevolutionary terrorists in Miami to the

ongoing economic embargo, the Ameri-

can bourgeoisie has been determined to

bring back the days when Cuba was a

brutally exploited, viciously racist neo-

colony of U.S. imperialism.

CIA dirty tricks and mili-

tary plots were repeatedly

stymied, epitomized by the

crushing of the mercenary

invasion force at the Bay of

Pigs by Cuban soldiers and

workers. For more than three

decades, the biggest obsta-

cle to Washington’s drive

for capitalist counterrevolu-

tion in Cuba was the exis-

tence of the Soviet Union,

which supported Cuba with

some $4 billion a year in

aid and provided a crucial

military shield against im-

perialism. In the wake of the

capitalist counterrevolution

which destroyed the Soviet

degenerated workers state in

1991-92, the imperialist rul-

ers see their big chance to

bury the Cuban Revolution once and for

all. Indeed, without the Soviet lifeline,

the social gains of the revolution based on

Cuba’s planned, collectivized economy
are today in great peril. This underscores

the necessity for the international working

class to rally to the defense of Cuba
against U.S. imperialism and internal

counterrevolution.

divisions within the American bourgeoi-

sie over Cuba. Spearheading the efforts to

keep Elidn in the U.S. are the counterrev-

olutionary gusanos (worms)—the former

bourgeoisie and its henchmen from the

brutal regime of Fulgencio Batista—who
fled the Cuban Revolution and have ever

since waged a campaign of terrorism

supported by their CIA masters. The
gusanos' aim is the reconquest of power

in Cuba, wreaking bloody vengeance on

the workers and peasants, and especially

Communist Party members. While the

Immigration and Naturalization Service

(INS), on orders from Clin-

ton and Attorney General

Janet Reno, has declared

that the boy must be re-

turned to his Cuban father,

INS authorities in Miami

handed Elidn over to the

family of his rabid gusano

great-uncle, who brandishes

him as an anti-Communist

trophy.

The gusanos have won
support in the Republican-

controlled Congress and also

from Democratic Party pres-

idential aspirant Al Gore.

Trawling for votes in Flor-

ida, a key electoral state.

Gore signed on to a call for

Elidn and his immediate

family to be given perma-

nent residency status in the

U.S. Amid the frenzy over

Elidn this winter, the government charged

a Cuban diplomat and a senior INS
official with spying for Cuba and had

the diplomat deported. Meanwhile, Clin-

ton and Reno, whose racist immigra-

tion cops routinely expel black Hai-

tians and other "undesirables,” have bent

over backward to appease Elidn ’s Miami
continued on page 9

For Unconditional Military Defense of

Cuba Against Imperialism!

At the same time, the collapse of the

Soviet Union has enabled the American

bourgeoisie to pursue different means of

promoting counterrevolution in Cuba. In

turn, this has led to increasing divi-

sions among U.S. capitalists. After the

U.S. twice tightened the embargo in the

mid-’90s in an attempt to squeeze Cuba

ment has opened up to foreign capital

over the past decade. Consequently,

many within the Clinton administra-

tion now advocate policies of “construc-

tive engagement" with Cuba, aiming to

strengthen the forces of counterrevolu-

tion from within, while maintaining mil-

itary pressure against Cuba. This type of

Return
Elian now

!

Left: Counter-
revolutionary
gusano mob
outside Miami
home of

Eli£n Gonzalez’
kidnappers.
Millions have
rallied in Havana
(right) and
throughout Cuba
to demand
Elion’s return.

into submission, growing sections of the

ruling class have concluded that such

moves have only served to rally the pop-

ulation around the Castro regime in the

name of national solidarity against U.S.

imperialism.

Moreover, American corporations have

found themselves cut off from access to

the markets which the Cuban govern-

policy has been employed against the

Chinese deformed workers state, where

more than two decades of increasing

imperialist economic penetration under

Deng Xiaoping and his heirs have encour-

aged capitalist-restorationist forces.

The kidnapping of Elidn Gonzdlez, the

six-year-old Cuban boy rescued off the

coast of Florida last fall, has highlighted

IMF Protests

Beware Fraud of “Human Rights” Imperialism!

D.C. Cops Arrest Hundreds, Seize Protest Headquarters

APRIL 17—When some 15,000 dem-
onstrators from around the country

gathered in Washington, DC. last

weekend in protests against the Inter-

national Monetary Fund (IMF) and
World Bank, they were faced with a

massive police mobilization. A good
50 blocks of the nation’s capital

became an armed camp: police heli-

copters patrolled overhead; armored
vehicles rolled through city streets;

police snipers sat atop buildings;

baton-wielding riot cops in full body
armor lined street intersections. On
April 15, the cops staged a pre-emptive

strike by seizing the protest headquar-

ters. Later that day, over 600 people,

including supporters of the Spartacist

League/Spartacus Youth Clubs, who
were protesting against the “prison-

industrial complex” were penned in by

riot cops for hours and then arrested

and forced to sit, handcuffed, in police

buses for up to 18 hours before being

released. Some 700 more protesters

were arrested over the next two days;

many remain in jail. We demand: Free

all the protesters! Drop the charges

now!

From all points of the geographic

and political compass, the youthful

demonstrators came to Washington
looking to join a movement against

“globalization"—sweatshops, poverty

in the “Global South," child labor and
other evils inherent in the system of

continued on page 4



Mexico: Free Jailed UNAM Student

Strikers and Leftists!

Protest Police Siege of UNAM!
Cops Off Campus!

APRIL 16—Before dawn yesterday,

some 5.000 cops of the Federal Preven-

tive Police (PFP) re-occupied Mexico

City's National Autonomous University

(UNAM), site of a ten-month-long stu-

dent strike until it was brutally sup-

pressed in the government’s February

crackdown. This cop attack provoked

anew widespread anger and indignation

among both students and workers. In

response, the STUNAM campus work-

ers union has called a mass protest dem-

onstration for April 19, which is also

supported by the UNAM students’ Gen-

eral Strike Council (Consejo General de

Huelga—CGH). The STUNAM union

also called a campus workers strike for

May 3 and announced that it would

refuse to work at any sites where the fed-

eral police were present.

The police occupation of UNAM
underscores the pernicious effect of the

Auxilio UNAM campus cops, who have

attacked student strikers, being part of the

STUNAM union. The STUNAM leader-

ship has demanded, as a condition for its

support to the student strikers, that the

CGH drop its demand for abolishing the

Auxilio UNAM cops and other repressive

forces on the campuses. The STUNAM
tops even gave as a reason for calling the

May 3 strike the fact that the federal

police were “doing the job" of Auxilio

UNAM cops! A heated debate took place

at yesterday’s CGH general assembly,

held at the STUNAM offices, where

comrades of the Grupo Espartaquista de

Mexico (GEM), section of the Interna-

tional Communist League, intervened to

denounce Auxilio UNAM and call for

cops out of the unions.

The day before the April 15 cop raid,

some 8,000 students and workers had

demonstrated to protest the UNAM
administration’s threat to send the PFP

cops onto the campus. Since the crack-

down and mass arrests in February, the

Mexican government has cynically tried

to defuse the ongoing protests in sup-

port of student strikers who are still im-

prisoned by releasing most of those

arrested—who still face serious, trumped-

up charges—while keeping eight strike

leaders in jail. On April 12, up to a third

of the UNAM campus and several prepar-

atory high schools were temporarily re-

occupied by students demanding the

release of the jailed strike leaders, follow-

ing a 5.000-strong march to the jail

the day before. Cops off campus! Free all

(he UNAM strikers now—Drop all the

charges!

In the February crackdown on the

UNAM strike, up to a thousand students

and others were arrested. On March 20,

the Partisan Defense Committee and ICL

launched an international fundraising

campaign for legal defense and to help

pay bail for the UNAM strikers. We are

pleased to announce that this campaign

has collected US$4,830.83 plus 2,304.60

Mexican pesos (approximately US$246)

for the imprisoned militants and the hun-

dreds still facing charges for fighting to

defend public education. Last week, these

funds were transmitted to the CGH’s
Finance Commission for Political Prison-

ers. This money—donated by union

members, students and others from the

United States. Britain, Ireland, France.

Italy, Poland, Germany, Canada. Japan,

Mexico, Australia and South Africa—is a

concrete expression of international soli-

darity with the courageous struggle of the

Mexican students and workers. More

funds have been collected since that

transmittal and will be forwarded to the

CGH’s Finance Commission.

Collecting funds for the strikers’ legal

defense is pan of the ICL’s active partic-

ipation in the UNAM strike. As noted in

our fund drive call, “The tens of thou-

sands of students and workers who par-

ticipated in the strike and in huge sup-

port rallies were Fighting for all those

oppressed and dispossessed by capital-

ism, and it is our revolutionary interna-

tionalist duty to raise funds to help get

them out of Mexico’s dungeons.”

The UNAM strike, provoked by the

ruling class’ attempt to purge poor and

working-class youth through tuition

hikes, sparked wider social struggle

throughout Mexico Thousands of cam-
pus workers took part in demonstrations

and defense of the occupied university,

and after the PFP raid in February,

refused to return to work until the cops

vacated the campus. In the state of

Reuters

Mexico City, February 14: Parents
and supporters of jailed UNAM
strikers demand their release.

Hidalgo, student activists occupied the

campus of the El Mexe teachers college,

and after the campus was raided by

police, the villagers of El Mexe captured

68 cops, who were then traded for the

release of the arrested students (see WV
No. 730, 25 February).

This campaign clearly struck a chord

among workers and leftists in the places

where the ICL does political work. In the

San Francisco Bay Area, $300 was con-

tributed by International Longshore and

Warehouse Union Local 10. Los Angeles

NALC letter carriers Local 2200 gave

$200. In Chicago, transit workers contrib-

uted approximately $175 In one instance,

as a Chicago Spartacist supporter was

soliciting donations from a group of work-

ers, a transit worker from Guatemala in-

tervened to insist on the importance of the

UNAM strike, recalling the 1968 massa-

cre of Mexican student protesters. When
he finished, everyone in the group made

a contribution. New York City transit

workers, city workers and UPS workers

also made donations. On March 25. the

day of Patrick Dorismond’s funeral, pre-

dominantly Haitian marchers mourning

this recent victim of the NYPD’s terror

donated $15.50. In Los Angeles, with its

large Mexican population, contributions

were received at a downtown labor rally

on March 28, at a celebration in memory

of Cesar Chavez, at a movie about the

Zapatistas of Chiapas, and among Chi-

cano college students. Chinese immigrant

workers in Vancouver expressed their sol-

idarity and made donations.

On many campuses where students

face cutbacks and attacks upon education,

the campaign found a real resonance. At

New York City’s Borough of Manhattan

continued on page 1
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For International

Workers Revolution!

As seen in the protests against the World

Trade Organization and the Internation-

al Monetary Fund, the AFL-CIO labor

bureaucracy promotes flag-waving protec-

tionism in the name offighting "globaliza-

tion." In reality, "globalization" is a funda-

mental feature of the imperialist epoch,

marked by relentless competition among the

capitalist powers for markets and sources of

raw materials and cheap labor. Against the

purveyors of bourgeois nationalism. Bolshevik leader Leon Trotsky advanced the pro-

gram of revolutionary proletarian internationalism: uniting the workers and oppressed

of the imperialist countries with those of the impoverished " Third World" in the strug-

gle to overthrow capitalist rule and create a world socialist economy.

The bourgeois revolutions were directed in similar degree against feudal property

relations and against the particularism of the provinces. Nationalism stood beside lib-

eralism on their liberating banners. Western humanity long ago wore out such baby-

shoes The productive forces of our time have outgrown not only the bourgeois forms of

property, but also the boundaries of national states. Liberalism and nationalism have

become in like degree fetters upon world economy. The proletarian revolution is

directed both against private property in the means of production and against the

national splitting-up of world economy. The struggle of the eastern peoples for inde-

pendence is included in this world process and will subsequently merge with it. The

creation of a national socialist society, if such a goal were in a general way attainable,

would mean an extreme reduction of the economic power of men. But for that very

reason it is unattainable. Internationalism is not an abstract principle but the expression

of an economic fact. Just as liberalism was national, so socialism is international.

Starting from the world-wide division of labor, the task of socialism is to carry the

international exchange of goods and services to its highest development.

—Leon Trotsky, The History of the Russian Revolution, Vol. 3, Appendix II (1932)
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Support for Mexican students
Protestors rally

against public

school tuition hike

By Allan Yu
Staff Reporter

Prnoion > tilted wukJc the Mexican
Consulate In downtown San Franctaco
Monday night against Ihe irrciti of
o>rr 700 students who are on strike

against the Increase of lullkxt fee* ai

Nafhmal
Autonomous UnlsemiyfUNAM) In

Mciico Clly, ihe laigeii public
unlvenity In ihe Wruern Hemisphere

•ilh a student population of 270.000
student a

Drop the charge* free the uudrncs.

cop. out of UNAMI" and From Wall

Slice! to Mesrco. capitalism’s got to

go!" were slogans demonstrators
thouled as they paced lo front of ihe

consulate for an hour in u/ppun of the

student strike snd the downfall ol

capitalism

f
"? JOINT

h't MWli-
,V»D SWOB
IN .MEXICO/

“V 1 •'

* *

MendozayGolden Gater

Front page of San Francisco State campus newspaper highlights speakout by
Bay Area SYC in defense of UNAM strikers.
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A Small Town in Texas

Americana Image Gallery

All-German artillery unit in Union Army. Many veterans of 1848 German Revolution played leading roles in Civil War which smashed black
chattel slavery.

The “Red ’48ers” and
the Fight for Black Freedom

Even as 50.000 men, women and chil-

dren took to the streets of Columbia,

South Carolina in January to protest the

Confederate flag of slavery flying from

Southern state capitols, a small but no

less telling battle is raging over a pro-

posed monument to anti-slavery fighters

in the town of Comfort, Texas. The Com-
fort abolitionists were among the many
“Red ’48ers” who had fled to the Unit-

no credit

“Red 48er” Joseph Weydemeyer, a
collaborator of Karl Marx, was a
colonel in Union Army.

ed States to escape counterrevolutionary

repression in Germany following the

failed 1848 Revolution. Following the

outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, this

Texas community of German immigrants

refused to take the state’s oath of alle-

giance to the Confederacy. Confederate

thugs retaliated by pillaging and burning

their farms.

In August 1862, nearly 100 of the Ger-

man immigrants fled south, hoping to

make their way to Mexico in order to

head back toward the North to join (he

Union forces or to wail out the war south

of the border. A Confederate cavalry unit

ambushed the group at their camp near

the Nueces River. Nineteen were killed

in the raid, 15 more were captured and

executed. After the war. friends and rela-

tives gathered their bones, buried them in

a common grave, and in 1866 erected a

marker at the gravesite, believed to be

the only monument to pro-Union forces

(outside of national cemeteries) in for-

mer Confederate states.

Now, plans to commemorate them with

a new monument have run aground.

When proponents of the memorial want-

ed the monument’s inscription to note

that the settlement was made up of "free-

thinkers’’—atheists or agnostics—the

religious bigots went running for their

pitchforks. Hundreds signed a petition

headlined, “No Monument to Atheism in

Comfort.” Getting to the heart of the mat-

ter, one racist ranted, “I don't see what we
need a monument for in the First place.

Those people were turncoats and got

massacred, which was just what they

deserved” (New York Times , 27 February).

The German settlers in Comfort, like

their fellow Red ’48ers, were inspired by

the rationalist ideals of the Enlighten-

ment. More than a few Red ’48ers were

Communists, including collaborators of

Karl Marx. These revolutionaries upheld

the fundamentals of science and rational-

ism against religious obscurantism. They

naturally allied themselves with the

Union side in the Civil War which

smashed the Southern slavocracy. As one

’48er and former member of Karl Marx’s

Communist League, Fritz Anneke, titled

his memoirs, it was “The Second Fight

for Freedom.”

From the German Revolution
to the Second
American Revolution

The year 1848 ushered in a wave of

revolutions across Europe, seeking to

topple the autocracies and consolidate

modern bourgeois nation-states, particu-

larly in East Europe and Germany, which

was then divided among a number of dis-

parate principalities. In anticipation of

this revolutionary upheaval, and with the

expectation that the German bourgeois

revolution would be the immediate pre-

cursor of a proletarian revolution, Marx
and Engels authored the Communist
Manifesto as the platform of the Com-
munist League. But the revolutions went

down to defeat, as fear of the emerging

proletariat led the bourgeoisie in Ger-

many and other countries into a compro-

mise with monarchical reaction. In the

reactionary terror that followed the

defeat of the revolution, the radical and

socialist Fighters of 1848 faced severe

repression.

Upon reaching the U.S., the '48ers

threw themselves into the social struggles

of the day, including the cause of

women’s suffrage as well as the fight

against slavery. As Eitel Dobert described

in his essay "The Radicals” (The Forty-

Eighters [1967]):

“They found a federal government in the

hands of slaveholders, election frauds in

many of the states, and a growing xeno-
phobia in a country where, after all,

everyone was a newcomer To their

horror they saw at every fifth street cor-

ner a church, and that an ugly one
"

The ’48ers’ anticlericalism was part

and parcel of their hostility to bigotry

and oppression, having experienced

religion as the intellectual weapon of a

clergy closely allied with the reactionary

forces of the state bureaucracy, the army

and vested landed interests at home.

For the radical ’48ers, as Dobert writes,

“Their atheism was not based solely on

philosophic materialism, but on the firm

conviction that all churches. Catholic as

well as Protestant, were in league with

reaction and narrow nationalism and

consequently were barriers to progress.

They had observed this phenomenon in

Germany and the attitude of American

clergymen strengthened their belief.”

The German radicals brought with

them their militant traditions and organi-

zations, in the form of the Tumverein,

or simply Turner. These "athletic clubs"

with political, social and military func-

tions were often simply direct transplants

of the Schiitzverein (rifle clubs) of 1848.

Anneke and another ’48er, Eduard

Schultz, founded the first Tumverein in

1850; a second was organized in 1852.

The ’48ers soon gained leadership of

these clubs, as was clear from the plat-

form adopted at a national convention of

representatives of the 47 societies of the

Turner held in Buffalo in 1855;

“The Turner are opposed to slavery; par-

ticularly they are against extension of

slavery to the free territories, and regard

this institution as definitely unworthy of

a republic and contrary to all concepts of

freedom.”

In 1857, Marx’s collaborator Friedrich

Sorge co-founded the New York Com-
munist Club. Its members rallied to the

antislavery movement, and most of them

joined the radical wing of the Republican

Wednesday, April 26, 7:30 p.m.
Columbia University, Hamilton Hall

Rm. 602, 116th and Broadway
(take 1 or 9 to 116th St.)

Party. Among the Communist Club’s

principles were that members "recognize

the complete equality of all human
beings irrespective of color or sex. They

therefore strive, before all else, to do

away with so-called bourgeois properly,

whether inherited or acquired, so that

each may have a reasonable share in the

national and spiritual riches of the earth,

a share answering as far as possible to

his needs."

When the war broke out in 1861,

the Turner became mass recruiting agen-

cies—often instant regiments—for the

Union Army at a critical time when the

North was desperately short of expe-

rienced soldiers. Three-fourths of the

Turner signed up for the army of

the North, and in the end over 176,000

German-born Americans fought for the

Union cause. There were some 500 Ger-

man officers from major to general in the

Union Army. Three of the very few major

generals under Ulysses S. Grant were

’48ers—Franz Sigel. Carl Schurz, and

Peter Joseph Osterhaus, as were a major-

ity of the nine Germans who were briga-

dier generals. Osterhaus participated in

the Atlanta campaign and the march to

Savannah with General William Tecum-
seh Sherman.

The revolutionary German fighters

played an important role in the Civil War
from the opening days of the war to

Sherman's march to the sea (see “German
Red '48ers in the U.S. Civil War,” WV
No. 494, 26 January 1990). Their role

was acknowledged by no less an author-

ity than Confederate army commander
Robert E. Lee, who exclaimed. “Take the

continued on page 8

Saturday, May 6, 3 p.m.
The St. Clair Restaurant

93 Smith St.
.
Brooklyn

(at Atlantic Ave
,
take A, C, or F to Borough Hall)

NEW YORK CITY For more information: (212) 267-1025

Break with the Democratic Party of Racism and War—

We Need a Workers Party!

Saturday, April 29, 3 p.m.

BOSTON

Harvard University

Science Center, Room 109
For more information (617) 666-9453

Event not sponsored by tbe Science Center ol Harvard University

Spartacist^ Forums

25th Anniversary of the Defeat of U.S. Imperialism

by Heroic Vietnamese Workers and Peasants

Defeat U.S. Imperialism! For Workers Revolution!

21 APRIL 2000 3



IMF Protests...
(continuedfrom page I)

imperialism. But the protest was organ-

ized by the Mobilization for Global

Justice, aided by the AFL-CIO labor

bureaucracy and supported by most self-

styled "socialist” organizations, to corral

these youth behind the interests of U.S.

imperialism, the main exploiter of labor

on the planet. Among the speakers at the

main rally on April 16 were Democratic

Party politicians and officials of the

United Steelworkers. UNITE garment

workers, the AFL-CIO and other union

bodies pushing economic protectionism

and the anti-Communist crusade against

China.

The D.C. demonstrations were con-

sciously built in the “Spirit of Seattle”—
the protests last fall against the World

Trade Organization (WTO) which we

characterized as a circus “dominated by

national chauvinism, racist protectionism

and counterrevolutionary attacks on the

Chinese deformed workers state.” An

April 12 rally organized by Teamsters

and AFL-CIO officials seeking to pres-

sure Congress into voting down normal

trade relations with China featured the

racist rantings of Pat Buchanan, who
announced that if he were president and

the “Communist Chinese came to my
office, I'd tell them to stop threatening

my country" or “you have sold your last

pair of chopsticks.” Buchanan is the clos-

est thing the U.S. has to a clerical-fascist:

a racist. anti-Semitic, anti-abortion bigot

who champions the defense of Nazi

war criminals while railing against dark-

skinned immigrants from Africa, Asia

and Latin America. Joining the “yellow

peril" festival was liberal Democratic

Senator Paul Wellstone and Michigan

Democratic Congressman David Bonior,

who denounced how American jobs are

“ripped off, boxed up and shipped away to

a factory in China."

The student youth who converged

on Washington over the weekend did

not share this flag-waving enthusiasm

for trade protectionism and belligerence

toward China. Most hadn't even heard of

the April 12 China-bashing rally, which

was organized by many of the same union

officials who provided organizational

backbone for the anti-IMF/World Bank

protests. SL/SYC comrades encountered

little overt anti-Communism except for a

few pockets of right-wingers like the

"Free Tibet" crowd and sold hundreds of

copies of Workers Vanguard with front-

page articles headlined "Defend Cuba
Against U.S. Imperialism!" and “Down
With U.S. Anti-China Crusade!" As pro-

letarian internationalists fighting to build

a world party of socialist revolution, we
call for unconditional military defense of

the Chinese deformed workers state

against imperialist attack and internal

counterrevolution.

Demonstrators were organized into

"affinity groups” based on the particular

cause they supported or campus they

came from. For many, this was their first

foray into political protest of any kind.

For their efforts, they were assaulted by

cops with tear gas and potentially lethal

pepper spray for being in the wrong
place at the wrong time. Many were

clubbed before being dragged off into

police vehicles. Several were intention-

ally hit by speeding police motorcycles.

Here was an object lesson in the work-

ings of the capitalist state

—

a machinery

of repression to defend the profits and

rule of the capitalist class.

Protesters were looking for solutions to

the brutal exploitation and oppression

which are rooted in the capitalist system.

The pro-capitalist labor tops, liberals and

fake leftists all try to sell them a bill of

goods: that capitalism can be made more
“humane" and that its state can be pres-

sured to serve the interests of working

people and the oppressed. This is a lie.

Depredations like the war against Serbia

and continuing U.S. bombing of Iraq,

miserable wages and sweatshop condi-

tions. racism, hunger and the despoliation

of the planet are all inevitable products of

this system of capitalist imperialism. And

they will persist until socialist revolution

sweeps away the capitalist state and

places the wealth of society in the hands

of the workers who created it.

The Liberals and
“Globalization"

The labor bureaucrats and liberal left

present “globalization" as a new devel-

opment in which a handful of multina-

tional corporations, represented above

all by organizations like the WTO,
IMF and World Bank, are responsible

for the impoverishment of the masses in

the “Global South”—Africa, Asia and

Latin America. As far back as the Com-
munist Manifesto of 1848, Karl Marx

explained how the productive forces of

capitalism had outgrown the nation-state

system which accompanied the rise of

the bourgeoisie.

V. I. Lenin, leader of the Russian

workers revolution of 1917, built on this

understanding in his book Imperialism,

the Highest Stage of Capitalism. Lenin

explained that by the beginning of

the 20th century, world capitalism had

become dominated by industrial monopo-

lies and big banks represented by differ-

ent imperialist states whose interests are

in sharp conflict. Against Social Demo-
crat Karl Kautsky, who prefigured the

“globalization" theorists with his idea

of “ultra-imperialism" (see the Sparta-

cist pamphlet, Imperialism, the "Global

Economy" and Labor Reformism), Lenin

wrote:

“Therefore, in the realities of the capi-

talist system, and not in the banal philis-

tine fantasies of English parsons, or of

the German ‘Marxist’, Kautsky, ’inter-

imperialist’ or 'ultra-imperialist' alli-

ances, no matter what form they may
assume, whether of one imperialist coali-

tion against another, or of a general alli-

ance embracing all the imperialist pow-

ers, are inevitably nothing more than a

‘truce’ in periods between wars. Peaceful

alliances prepare the ground for wars,

and in their turn grow out of wars."

The small number of imperialist pow-

ers are engaged in a ruthless struggle to

improve their relative competitive posi-

tion by increasing the rate of exploitation

of their domestic working class, by

plundering the colonial and semicolonial

world and by seizing markets at the

expense of their rivals. Particularly since

the destruction of the Soviet Union

through capitalist counterrevolution in

1991-92, there has been a sharp escala-

tion of interimperialist rivalries, as evi-

denced in the breakup of the Seattle talks

and the growth of bourgeois militarism

in the U.S., Europe and Japan.

It is significant that many young “glo-

balization” protesters are looking to the

trade unions—the basic defense organi-

zations of the working class—as allies in

the fight against exploitation. But the

power of the labor movement to wage

class struggle against the capitalist

exploiters is chained by the pro-capitalist

union tops. Both in the Seattle anti-WTO

protests and in Washington last week, the

AFL-CIO bureaucracy manipulated lib-

eral student youth, whose concern for

global poverty is mixed with illusions in

the “democratic” nature of the American

state, for their own reactionary ends:

chauvinist trade protectionism and anti-

Communist China bashing.

What the organizers of the Seattle and

D C. protests share with labor bureau-

crats like John Sweeney and ultra-right-

ists like Pat Buchanan is the notion that

supranational institutions like the WTO
and IMF now dominate the world,

thereby stripping the American nation of

its "sovereignty." Thus a statement build-

ing for Seattle by a coalition of student

and environmental groups in the U.S.

and Canada decried the WTO as “so

mighty, it could make the next vote you

cast for government meaningless.” One
of the main chants of the Seattle protests

was. "Clinton, say no to the WTO!”
The idea that the world is governed by

bodies like the WTO and IMF which

trample on the "sovereignty" of the most

powerful imperialist countries is both

reactionary and absurd. The authority

exercised by these bodies derives from

the power of the imperialist states for

which they function as agents. Formed at

the end of World War II to help finance

the reconstruction of Europe as a bul-

wark against the spread of Communism,

the World Bank and IMF later shitted

their attentions to Asia, Africa and Latin

America. The U.S. has armed countless

death-squad regimes, provided econo-

mists to draft austerity plans and sent its

advisers and troops to squeeze debt

repayments out of the blood and over the

corpses of workers throughout the Third

World.

American Imperialism: Biggest
Exploiter on the Planet

The union misleaders and opportunist

“socialists” who aim all their fire at

agencies like the IMF and WTO promote

the illusions that these institutions can be

reformed and the U.S. imperialists pres-

sured to serve the oppressed around the

world. It is grotesque to call upon the

American stale—the biggest exploiter of

labor on the planet—to eliminate sweat-

shop labor abroad, cancel the Third

World debt and impose “fair labor stan-

dards” globally. The official anti-IMF

protests virtually buried the questions of

poverty, sweatshop labor and racial

oppression in the United States itself.

Not surprisingly the demonstrators were

overwhelmingly white and middle-class,

although it is black and Latino youth

who are most alienated from and hostile

to the American ruling elite in Wall

Street and Washington.

For all the talk about the concern for

the poor abroad, the organizers of the

Seattle protest and April 16-17 D.C.

protest had nothing to say about the

nearly daily bombings of Iraq ordered by

the Democratic Party Clinton administra-

tion, following the massive bombing dur-

ing the 1991 Gulf War, which is accom-

panied by the ongoing United Nations

starvation blockade. Ten years ago, the

literacy rate in Iraq was 95 percent, and 93

percent of the population had access to

modern health facilities. The child mor-

tality rate, once one of the lowest in the

world, is now the highest. Likewise, the

anti-IMF protest made no mention of last

year’s NATO terror bombing of Serbia. In

fact, most liberals and ostensible leftists

fully supported U.S. imperialism’s war

against Serbia in the name of “humanitar-

ian” concern for the Kosovar Albanians.

Prominent among the left apologists

for “human rights" imperialism are the

International Socialist Organization (ISO)

and Workers World Party (WWP), both

of which hailed the Seattle protest and

helped build the Washington demonstra-

tions. Recently these groups have sought

to distance themselves from the AFL-CIO

tops’ rabid anti-China crusade. Thus the

ISO’s Socialist Worker (3 March) article

headlined "Why China-Bashing Hurts

U.S. Labor.” In fact, the ISO has always

refused to defend the Chinese deformed

workers state against imperialism and

supported every counterrevolutionary

movement arrayed against the former

Soviet Union and East European de-

formed workers states. The ISO social

democrats alibi China-bashing when

it comes out of the mouths of the pro-

imperialist labor bureaucrats, writing

“Sweeney's call for keeping China out of

the WTO is tied to an effort to promote

labor rights around the world." The ISO’s

virulent anti-Communist hostility to

China puts it in the same bed as ultra-

rightists like Jesse Helms and Pat

Buchanan. This is hardly the first time

they have found themselves in such com-

pany. But now they’re trying to cover

their tracks, evidently feeling the pressure

of youth who are understandably revolted

by the ISO’s political companions.

The Marcyites of the WWP are simul-

taneously slavish supporters of the Bei-

jing Stalinist bureaucracy which is trying

to sell China out to the imperialists and

tails upon the Democratic Party donkey

at home. Differences over China’s entry

into the WTO have sharply divided the

Democrats, making it more difficult to

mobilize the labor vote for A1 Gore in

November. At the same time. Sweeney’s

anti-China crusade has bolstered the cre-

dentials of right-wing demagogues like

Pat Buchanan. The Progressive Labor

Party (PL) provides some left-sounding

criticisms of the national chauvinism and

anti-Communism of the liberals and

labor tops. But PL joins with the rest of

the fake left in tailing these forces by

denouncing “fascist” China.

The reformists act as waterboys for the

union bureaucracy—the labor lieutenants

of the capitalist class

—

which aims to line

up American workers behind their “own”

exploiters. We fight to instill in the work-

ing class the consciousness that its inter-

ests are diametrically opposed to those of

the capitalists. The eradication of the pov-

erty, racism and war endemic to capital-

ism can only be accomplished by the one

revolutionary class in this society, the

working class. Because of its central role

in capitalist production, the proletariat as

a class has the power to sweep away the

capitalist system and lay the foundations

of a socialist society—based on an inter-

national planned economy providing

material abundance for all. This requires

the instrumentality of a revolutionary

workers party to render the proletariat

conscious of its historic tasks and lead it

in revolutionary struggle against the

exploiters. That is the purpose of the

Spartacist League and Spartacus Youth

Clubs. Join us!H

SPARTACIST LEAGUE/U.S.

Local Directory and Public Offices

National Office: Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116 • (212) 732-7860

Web site: www.icl-fi.org • E-mail address: vanguard@tiac.net

Boston
Box 390840, Central Sta.

Cambridge, MA 02139

(617) 666-9453

Chicago
Box 6441, Main PO
Chicago, IL 60680

(312) 454-4930

Public Office:

Tues 5-9 p.m.

and Sat. 12-3 p.m.

328 S. Jefferson St.

Suite 904

Los Angeles
Box 29574, Los Feliz Sta.

Los Angeles, CA 90029
(21 3) 380-8239

Public Office:

Sat. 2-5 p.m.

3806 Beverly Blvd., Room 215

New York
Box 3381, Church St. Sta.

New York. NY 10008

(212) 267-1025

Public Office:

Tues 6 30-8:30 p.m.
and Sat. 1-5 p.m
299 Broadway, Suite 318

Oakland
Box 29497
Oakland, CA 94604

(510) 839-0851

Public Office:

Sat. 1-5 p.m.

1634 Telegraph, 3rd Floor

San Francisco
Box 77494
San Francisco, CA 94107

(415) 395-9520

Public Office:

Sat. 11 a.m.-l p.m.

564 Market St., Suite 718

TROTSKYIST LEAGUE OF CANADA/LIGUE TROTSKYSTE DU CANADA

Toronto
Box 7198, Station A
Toronto, ON M5W 1X8

(416) 593-4138

Vancouver
Box 2717, Main PO
Vancouver, BC V6B 3X2
(604) 687-0353
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Young Spartacus
The “Spirit of Seattle” Is Protectionist Poison,

American Chauvinism and Anti-Communism!

Scholars Conference. It puts forth our

Marxist program, the revolutionary alter-

native to heightened global capitalist

plunder.

* * *

For Workers Revolution to

Smash US Imperialism!

WV Photo

Spartacist contingent counterposed proletarian internationalism to pro-
imperialist pacifist appeals at 5 June 1999 antiwar protest in San Francisco.

SYC at Socialist

Scholars Conference

The rotten, pro-imperialist politics

at the center of Seattle’s backward,

national-chauvinist anti-World Trade

Organization protests pervaded the dry

academic panels and discussion at the

recent Socialist Scholars Conference

2000 in New York, an annual confab

sponsored by the Democratic (Party)

Socialists of America. At the confer-

ence, entitled "Rockin’ the Boat: Build-

ing Coalitions for the New Century.” the

Spartacist League and Spartacus Youth

Club interjected the fight for interna-

tional workers revolution into discus-

sions awash in the consensus reformism

of ostensibly Marxist organizations and

the "socialist scholars." Wrapped in the

“spirit” of the WTO protests, this entire

lot of fake socialists entrusts rapacious

U.S. imperialism with the “human rights”

mission of bringing the rest of the world

under its heel, in particular the Chinese

deformed workers state.

Two panels focused on China. One
featured Chinese academic apologists

for Mao’s heirs, openly heralding the

attempts of the Communist Party bu-

reaucrats to dismantle the collectivized

economy, legacy of the 1949 Revolution.

At the other panel, 6migr6 speakers who
think China is already capitalist (since

1979) expressed their nostalgia for Mao
by denying both his alliance with U.S.

imperialism against the USSR and the

famine that followed his “Great Leap For-

ward” Both groupings stand on the ter-

rain of nationalism and at bottom, the

acceptance of the “death of communism."
Meanwhile. American “socialists" such

as the International Socialist Organiza-

tion. who effusively cheered every coun-

terrevolutionary movement aimed at the

Soviet Union and ultimately hailed its

collapse, are now lined up in support of a

similar fate for the Chinese proletariat

—

the wholesale destitution accompanying

capitalist restoration. The SL/SYC inter-

vened at these panels in defense of China

against imperialism and counterrevolu-

tion. Chinese workers must overthrow the

bureaucracy through a proletarian politi-

cal revolution with an internationalist

program—a perspective that includes

saving the gains of the 1949 Revolu-

tion which the reformists and “socialist"

scholars reject outright.

A main point of “contention” at the

Socialist Scholars Conference was the

degree to which the murderous U.S. mil-

itary should intervene to protect “human
rights” around the world. One panel

wholeheartedly supporting intervention

called on U.S. imperialism to expand its

profit-grabbing and spheres of intluence

in the name of “democracy.” A panel of

European academics, more concerned

with the prospects of their own respec-
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tive ruling classes, called on NATO and

the United Nations to do the same
bloody work in lieu of the U.S. military.

With their “humanitarian" rhetoric, these

“socialist" scholars echo the premise of

imperialist ideologues from the turn of

the last century and their cry to take up

the “white man’s burden.” In both cases,

pro-imperialist paternalistic moralism

provides the pretext for the ruling classes

of America. Western Europe and Japan

to rip off the wealth of the entire world

while the masses of the Third World are

consigned to permanent impoverishment.

What follows is a leaflet put out by the

Spartacus Youth Club for the Socialist

The call for this year’s Socialist Schol-

ars Conference lauds the Seattle anti-

WTO protests as a “glimmer of the

future." The kind of future these “social-

ist scholars" are trying to sell you is one

of American chauvinism, protectionist

poison, anti-Communism and dressing

up the bloodiest ruling class in the world

as potential allies of working people and

the oppressed. Though some youth might

view throwing rocks through the win-

dows of Starbucks as a major statement

against exploitation, this merely was the

streetfighting veneer for the grotesque

nationalist festival that was the Seattle

protests. What was seen in Seattle was
the labor face of the capitalist Democra-
tic Party, shot through with strident calls

for a more belligerent U.S. imperialism.

From the anti-China ravings of the

AFL-CIO tops to the banners reading

"People First Not China First" and the

dumping of Chinese steel into the harbor,

the “spirit of Seattle" courtesy of the

AFL-CIO tops and their reformist left

tails was anti-Communism and poisonous

protectionism ever so thinly veiled as a

campaign for “human rights.” For exam-
ple. Teamsters president Jimmy Hoffa,

who has never displayed any concern for

the "human rights” of the Mexican truck-

ers he wants banned from the U.S.. railed

against “slave labor” in “undemocratic

regimes" like China and Vietnam. It is

no coincidence that both countries hap-

pen to be places where revolutions led

to the overthrow of the capitalist system.

The American capitalist class would very

much like to destroy the remaining gains

of these revolutions so that they can

secure rights to exploit Chinese and Viet-

namese workers in the same way the

U.S. imperialists already exploit workers

throughout the rest of the world and in the

U.S.: through “slave labor" and by prop-

ping up “undemocratic regimes.”

continued on page 8

“The Main Enemy Is at Home!”

Robert Sennecke

We reprint below Karl Liebknecht's

1916 May Day Manifesto, a speech

upholding proletarian international-

ism at a time when the reformist

Social Democrats were supporting the

imperialist war efforts of the German
bourgeoisie and thereby acting as an

obstacle to revolutionary workers'

struggles. For their role in leading the

Spartakist uprising of 1919, Karl

Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg were

murdered in the white terror un-

leashed in its wake by the Social

Democrats.

Poverty and misery, need and star-

vation, are ruling in Germany, Bel-

gium. Poland and Serbia, whose blood

the vampire of imperialism is sucking

and which resemble vast cemeteries.

The entire world, the much-praised

European civilization, is falling into

ruins through the anarchy which has

been let loose by the world war.

Those who profit from the war want

war with the United Stales. Tomorrow,
perhaps, they may order us to aim
lethal weapons against new groups of

brethren, against our fellow-workers

in the United States, and fight America,

too. Consider well this fact: As long as

the German people does not arise and

use force directed by its own will, the

assassination of the people will con-

tinue. Let thousands of voices shout

“Down with the shameless extermina-

tion of nations! Down with those

responsible for these crimes!" Our
enemy is not the English, French, nor

Russian people, but the great German
landed proprietors, the German capi-

talists and their executive committee.

Forward, let us fight the govern-

ment; let us fight these mortal ene-

mies of all freedom. Let us fight for

everything which means the future tri-

umph of the working-classes, the

future of humanity and civilization.

Workers, comrades, and you,

women of the people, let not this fes-

tival of May, the second during the

war, pass without protest against the

Imperialist Slaughter. On the first of

May let millions of voices cry. “Down
with the shameful crime of the exter-

mination of peoples!" "Down with

those responsible for the War!"



Young Spartacus

Chicago Cybercops Entrap Priest

Government Sex Snoops

Target Everyone

March for abortion rights,

San Francisco, 1992.
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They are lurking in chat rooms in

ever-greater numbers, dangling tempta-

tions hoping to lure their prey out for a

sexual tryst and when they succeed

—

you're busted! 'They," of course, are the

growing number of cops engaged in a

vicious national campaign of Internet

entrapment aimed at those wishing to

engage in consensual, intergenerational

sex. The scenario is becoming a regular

spot on the evening news: two people

meet on the Internet and set up a date;

one is of age, the other allegedly under-

age—except when the fellow shows up,

he finds out that his “date” is a cop and

he is now branded a pedophile, a sexual

deviant, and dragged off to prison. The
spate of arrests has netted a wide variety

of victims, including a vice president

of the Bank of America, a roadie

for Engelbert Humperdinck, the U.S.

Senate’s top Y2K expert and, most
recently, a Chicago priest named John

Furdek. What these men have in com-
mon is that they were set up and arrested

for a “crime" that never happened. One
can now be charged with “endangering a

child" without the existence of a child

anywhere! Taking their cue from the

Christian doctrine that includes thoughts

under the category of sin, Illinois law-

makers have passed a law that allows a

suspect to be charged with “solicitation

of a child” merely for believing that it is

a child with whom he is chatting.

Defense attorney Warren Breslin com-
mented, “I think it’s outrageous we’re

really aggressively looking for people on

the Internet who engage in fantasy con-

versations. They’re looking for crimes

that have not yet developed” (Chicago

Sun-Times, 27 February). Indeed. Father

Furdek of Villa Park, Illinois was nabbed
when he showed up at a Racine, Wiscon-
sin McDonald’s allegedly to meet a 14-

year-old boy he met online. Furdek was
charged with attempted second-degree

sexual assault and two counts of child

enticement involving sexual contact. The
fact that the “child” was an undercover

agent and no sexual relations ever took

place is deemed irrelevant! He was also

charged with possession of anabolic ster-

oids with intent to deliver and possession

of marijuana and drug paraphernalia.

We say drop the charges against John
Furdek! We are opposed to all laws

against victimless crimes (such as carry-

ing or using drugs). There was no child

and there was no crime.

The cops and the media whip up a

frenzied depiction of an Internet crawl-

ing with Chester the Molester and his

ilk. But make no mistake: the real stalk-

ers are the hundreds of cops and under-

cover agents infesting the chat rooms.

The Chicago Sun-Times (27 February)

noted that in Illinois alone the number of

law enforcement agencies that have spe-

cial officers or units assigned to investi-

gate "computer sex crimes” has jumped
from six to 50 in the last two years.

Cases handled by the FBI and convic-

tions nationally have nearly doubled in

the same period, climbing to 209 and

1 30 respectively. The mere act of send-

ing "pornographic pictures" accounted

for one-third of the 24 “computer sex”

arrests of late in Wisconsin.

We condemn governmental entrapment

and are opposed to reactionary age of

consent laws. Age of consent laws are

designed to repress youth sexuality. They

have about as much to do with "protect-

ing youth” as the death penalty has to

do with preventing crime. Both are

repressive tools in the bourgeoisie's

arsenal to maintain its grip on a disgrun-

tled population. In this society, where

the small minority that owns the means of

production relies on state repression to

maintain its class rule, you can bet that

their obsession with snooping on the pop-

ulation flows from their need to keep a

tight rein on “acceptable behavior.” Sex

is a particularly effective target as it raises

explosive fears and prejudices, and it

doesn't get much more dicey than the

combination of minors, adults and sex.

Witness the incessant persecution and

prosecution of the North American Man-
Boy Love Association (NAMBLA), which

advocates the right of consensual sexual

relations with young men under the age

of consent. We find it particularly repul-

sive that the state that regularly perpe-

trates atrocities in the name of human
rights—condemning millions of Iraqis to

a slow death through sanctions, incinerat-

ing over 80 men, women and children in

Waco. Texas, executing juveniles and the

mentally disabled—tries to dictate what

is socially acceptable behavior.

For tens of thousands of years the

onset of puberty signaled the entry into

adulthood. Sex among the very young
(often with the not so young) was the

norm and not viewed as taboo. In mod-
em society, stultifying moral codes have

pushed biology aside and an arbitrary

age, generally 17 or 18, is set to establish

the legality of "doing it.” And sex educa-

tion, birth control and abortion are often

withheld in an attempt to enforce absti-

nence among the young, along with mor-

alistic “safe sex is no sex” campaigns in

many public school systems centered

around youth pledging to remain chaste

until marriage. Decreeing that all youth

"under age" are incapable of consenting

to having sex with an older person and
labeling all such sexual relations as child

molestation is not only absurd, it instills

guilt and shame in those youth who do
partake, or would like to. This guilt and
shame is particularly intense for gay
youth whose only outlet may be Internet

chat rooms or anonymous meetings.

They know too well the fate of Matthew
Shepard and the misery and dangers that

may come with being “out" at school.

We oppose attempts to fit human sexual-

ity into legislated “norms."

These laws are little more than religion

transcribed into legal code. Their aim is to

enforce social conformity and reactionary

social mores, primarily by bolstering the

institution of the family, which histori-

cally came into existence with property

ownership and is thus crucial for capital-

ism which is based on such ownership.

The family is the key institution for the

oppression of women under capitalism.

Gays are persecuted and held in contempt

in bourgeois society because homosexu-

ality is perceived as a threat to the “holy”

family. One of the roles of organized

religion is to shore up the family and its

"values,” i.e.. it operates to perpetuate

women’s oppression, coyly described as

the "special status” of women. Countless

poor and working-class women have been

driven to despair and, at times, to death

by religious prohibitions against birth

control and abortion. The apparent irony

when a member of the clergy "does it"

outside the boundaries of the moral code

only speaks to the utterly normal charac-

ter of sexual activity of all types. To par-

aphrase Cole Porter, birds do it, bees do

it, evangelicals and priests do it.

The casualties of the escalating entrap-

ment campaign go far beyond the lives

and livelihoods of those arrested. It feeds

directly into the climate of fear and intol-

erance and endangers the democratic

rights of all, beginning with those most

vulnerable. Branding these men as mon-
sters is a conscious effort to intensify the

sexual hysteria and further ostracize those

who do not fit into the narrow sexual,

social confines prescribed by this rotting

capitalist society. By the authorities’ own
admission these cases are generally not

about coercion. A New York Times (14

October 1999) article detailing a police

sting pointed out that "none of the men
charged today were accused of forcing

the teenagers to have sex, but because

the boys were minors, the law does not

recognize any consent they may give."

Small wonder that in the same article Dis-

trict Attorney Jeanine F. Pirro bemoans
the fact that “several victims" in the

entrapment arrests were unwilling to tes-

tify against those arrested.

The capitalist state can only promise

to continue to mete out more punishment

as it continues to cling to a decaying

social system. It is our job as revolution-

ary Trotskyists of the International Com-
munist League, acting as the tribune of

the people, to fight against all manifesta-

tions of oppression and backwardness.

As Marxists, we maintain that the guid-

ing principle of sexual relations should

be that of effective consent, nothing

more than mutual agreement and under-

standing. Determining effective consent

requires assessment of the particular

relationship, especially when young peo-

ple are involved with older ones; but

such relationships are not prima facie

evidence of abuse or coercion. Only
when the working class sweeps away
this capitalist system and takes power in

its own name, can we begin to lay the

groundwork for a society in which sex-

ual relationships can be truly free from
coercion, economic or otherwise.
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Young Spartacus

On Winning the New Generation

to Revolutionary Trotskyism
*° tor 21/
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Demonstration in March against Prop 21 and 22 in San Francisco (left). 23 October 1999 labor/black mobilization against KKK in New York City; SYCs helped

organize successful action against racist terror.

We print below in edited form a pres-

entation by comrade Don Cane to the

Bay Area Spartacist League local on I

April 2000.

This presentation will narrowly focus

on the party question and will be centered

on our own local and therefore limited

experience. I was recently reading some

of the prison letters of [founding Ameri-

can Trotskyist leader] James P. Cannon;

in one, I believe, he was proposing the

transfer to New York of a valuable com-

rade who had spent too much time in Cal-

ifornia and was growing soft. So the

problem of the laid-back California life-

style has a history. The California life-

style problem is nothing more than the

pressures of bourgeois society on a revo-

lutionary party as they manifest them-

selves within this western state with its

own unique but very American history.

I grew up in California as a post-World

War 11 baby boomer; here is a slice of

my experience. My parents arrived here

in the early '50s as Southern migrants,

semi-illiterate small-farm people, prod-

ucts of the Jim Crow South. For them

this stale was the land of milk and honey

because black people lived well here.

There was factory work and wages, no

field work and sharecropper income.

Blacks lived in stucco and brick houses

and apartments, not whitewashed wooden

shacks; their children attended good
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schools with white kids, not unheated,

rickety one-room schoolhouses where it

was common practice to pull kids out

to work the fields. They could boast that

their children will never work a field. The

expectation of their generation of escape

from the degradation of the Jim Crow
South was in many ways met in this state.

The expectations of their children’s

generation—who knew of, but had not

lived in the Jim Crow South, and desired

much more—could not be so easily satis-

fied. These expectations collided with

the constant threat of violence of the all-

white LAPD, collided with the contempt

of the all-white school administration

(I was a very good, hard-working student

but the San Pedro schools kept me off

the all-white honor rolls every semester;

I’m still mad about this) and they col-

lided with the booming job market that

kept blacks in the dirty, backbreaking

jobs while the clean, easy and good jobs

remained all white. Official bourgeois

society said that all was well in this land

of milk and honey, even the colored peo-

ple were happy, making progress and

treated fairly. As we know these lies

exploded and burned in the '60s ghetto

rebellions. This opened up a huge win-

dow on American society: blacks weren’t

the only ones that were pissed off in the

land of milk and honey; the Mexicans

were pissed off and a wide layer of white

youth and workers were too. Asian youth

expressed their displeasure as well.

Now here we are in California in the

year 2000. There is no talk of milk and

honey, only the clamor of Silicon Val-

ley dot-com millionaires congratulating

themselves as they add up their profits.

After a series of state propositions target-

ing every segment of the population in

general and the working class in par-

ticular, we face the youth generation of

Prop. 21. We are familiar with the out-

line of their experience: liberal integra-

tionism’s crowning achievement was the

integration of the repressive capitalist

state. So there are the Diallo and Rodney

King cases, but increasingly the murder-

ous cops are black and brown, grade-

school kids are mobilized for Martin

Luther King Day while their older broth-

ers and sisters are mobilized for the Bal-

kan War and Desert Slaughter.

The black middle class and their white

counterparts have gotten fat at the gov-

ernment’s pork barrel, while a new
term is coined to describe workers, black

and white and mainly youth—it is the

“working poor” Bourgeois propagandists

preach to them about the death of com-

munism and that tobacco is a drug—
drugs fry your brain, commies are amoral

dreamers because there is nothing wrong

with robbing your neighbor if you can

get away with it. What are the expecta-

tions of this new generation? How do

they see the world? The party must be

able to open up a line of communication

with the best, most conscious layer of

this generation in order to act on a pro-

gram of revolutionary Marxism.

Cannon refers to "men of common
clay” to explain that Marx. Lenin and

Trotsky were rare men of genius that we

should not expect to encounter again in

our lifetime. What we "men of common
clay" can and should expect to encoun-

ter are great leaders of revolutionary

action. In other words, good party peo-

ple who. having learned the art of pol-

itics of what to do next, actually do it

—

take the programs and principles laid

out by the greater men of our move-

ment and achieve final victory over

the capitalist enemy. This concept dis-

tinguishes Leninist organizational meth-

ods from all others in the workers

movement.

The Leninist organization is a combat

organization, not a debating or mutual

aid society. The Leninist organization is

designed to conduct a relentless struggle

against the capitalists and their agents

in the workers movement. The reformist

workers organizations see this as a rigid-

ness and a commandist organization that

threatens their individual stardom. Can-

non points out that the Leninist organi-

zation is in reality not this at all; it is

flexible and varied. For the Leninist,

organizational questions are subordinate

to political aims. In other words, in order

to advance the program of revolution-

ary Marxism the Leninist will adapt and

improvise his organizational means. The

program and principles of revolutionary

Marxism are the only sacred weapons

that cannot and will not be tampered with.

The revolutionary party must bend

over backwards to provide a political edu-

cation on the party and Trotskyist history

to our youth. Cannon made the point that

the history of the Bolshevik Party is not

confined to Russia, buried under a foreign

language; after October 1917 this party

became international, it has a living his-

tory in many languages. Youth must learn

that our party does not just study the his-

tory of the Russian Revolution, we are the

party of the Russian Revolution. The
class war goes on. the Bolshevik com-

rades of Lenin and Trotsky remain at

their post.B
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Red ’48ers...
(continuedfrom page 3)

Dutch (Deutsche) out of the Union Army
and we’ll whip the Yankees easily.”

In the first few days of the war. Wash-

ington was in danger of being isolated,

as secessionist mobs in Baltimore cut the

rail lines and prevented reinforcements

from reaching the nation’s capital. Just

about the only reliable troops in the area

were two German companies, who
cleared the Confederate rabble out of

Annapolis Junction and secured the rail-

road lines until troops from Massachu-

setts and New York arrived.

Similarly in Missouri, German units

were crucial in the grim early days, man-

aging to save the state for the Union

despite strong secessionist sentiment. At

the war’s onset, the pro-secessionist gov-

ernor massed troops in a plot to seize

the vast federal arsenal in St. Louis,

guarded by only 200 Union soldiers.

In May, Turner regiments seized the

secessionists’ encampment at Camp Jack-

son in a surprise raid, saving St. Louis

and its arsenal. Serving as a Union officer

in the St. Louis military district was

Joseph Weydemeyer, a comrade of Karl

Marx. Weydemeyer supervised the build-

ing of ten forts around St. Louis, and then

became the colonel of a volunteer artil-

lery regiment tracking down Confederate

guerrillas.

In July 1863, New York City was the

scene of anti-draft riots by Irish immi-

grants, who feared their precarious living

standards would be threatened by an

influx of black freedmen. The rampaging
mob. including Irish cops, lynched

blacks and burned down a black orphan-

age. It was the Turner who moved in to

put a stop to the riot.

The hefty weight of the German pres-

ence in the Union forces could be seen in

the eastern Army of the Potomac, whose
XI Corps was composed of three largely

German divisions led by Sigel. “I fights

mit Sigel" was the proud boast of the

ranks of the XI Corps, expressing admi-
ration for the man who had led insurrec-

tionary forces in the German state of
Baden in 1848-49 against the Prussian

Army.

The XI Corps saw bloody action at

Chancellorsville and engaged Confeder-
ate troops in the battle for Cemetery

Ridge at Gettysburg. Perhaps their most
memorable battle came in the fall of

1 863 when they were sent to help

Grant’s Army of the Tennessee relieve

the besieged Army of the Cumberland
at Chattanooga. The breakthrough came
after Schurz’s and Steinwehr’s divisions

attacked the Confederate stronghold on
Lookout Mountain at dawn. This “battle

above the clouds" opened the way for the

assault on Missionary Ridge by mostly

German regiments from Illinois, Indiana,

Kansas, Ohio and Wisconsin, led by
Brigadier General August Willich (who
in 1848 had also been a commander
in the Baden campaign, with Friedrich

Engels serving as his adjutant). Under
intense fire, Willich ordered his nine reg-

iments up the ridge without waiting for

orders, leading to a quick victory which

made it possible for the Union armies to

begin their march to Atlanta and the sea.

The ’48ers drew strength from the

influential pen of Marx and Engels,

whose articles in the New York Herald
Tribune and elsewhere provided detailed

political and military analysis of, in their

words, the “first grand war of contempo-
raneous history.” Under Marx’s leader-

ship, the First International rallied the

European working class behind the Union
cause, most significantly in England,

where workers’ opposition was instru-

mental in preventing a British interven-

tion on the side of the Confederacy.

In his 1861 article “The Civil War in

the United Stales,” Marx made special

note of the German immigrants in Texas

in opposing the designs of the slavocracy.

Noting that Texas was entitled to form

five separate slave slates out of its terri-

tory when it was admitted into the Union

in 1845, thereby greatly enhancing the

political power of the slaveholders in the

federal government, Marx continued:

“However, the slaveholders found it

impracticable to cut up Texas, where the

German population plays an important
part, into even two states without giving

the party of free labor the upper hand
over the party of slavery in the second
state. This furnishes the best proof of the

strength of the opposition to the slave-

holding oligarchy in Texas itself.”

Finish the Civil War!

The German Red ’48ers thus partici-

pated in two of the greatest revolution-

ary upheavals of the 19th century. The
bourgeoisie’s role in sealing the defeat of

the German Revolution made clear that

the era during which the capitalist class

could play a historically progressive role

was drawing to a close. Drawing a bal-

ance sheet of the events two years later.

Marx insisted on the need for working-

class independence from the parties of the

liberal bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie,

denouncing those who sought to entangle

the workers in a party in which “their spe-

cial interests are concealed and in which

the particular demands of the proletariat

may not be brought for the sake of

beloved peace.”

The Civil War was the Second Ameri-

can Revolution, exemplified by the

200,000 black troops who flocked into

the Union Army and were crucial to the

North’s victory over the slavocracy. How-
ever, after the Civil War, the victori-

ous Northern capitalists saw their class

interests best served in betraying the

promise of black freedom ushered in

by the smashing of the slave system.

Breaking up the plantations and distribut-

ing the land to the freedmen was inimi-

cal to the capitalists’ worship of "pri-

vate property" and counterposed to the

bourgeoisie’s need for large-scale farm-

ing. So they sealed an alliance with the

ex-slaveholders by withdrawing Union

troops from the South in the infamous

Compromise of 1877, marking the de-

feat of Reconstruction. Left defenseless

against the landowners and the rising

racist terror of the Ku Klux Klan, the

emancipated slaves were forced back

onto the plantations as tenant fanners and

sharecroppers:

Since then, the racist ideology devel-

oped by the slaveholders to justify chattel

slavery has been adopted by the bour-

geoisie in order to maintain their class

rule through keeping the workers divided

along racial and ethnic lines. What Marx
wrote at the time of the Civil War is no

less true today: “Labor cannot emanci-

pate itself in the white skin where in the

black it is branded.”

In a society where racial oppression is

the bedrock of American capitalism and

where religious obscurantism is increas-

ingly used to prop up capitalist rule, the

controversy in Comfort, Texas illumi-

nates both the unfinished business of the

Civil War and the vast regression from
the Enlightenment principles which ani-

mated the bourgeois-democratic revolu-

tions of the past. We honor the Red
’48ers in our struggle to build the multi-

racial revolutionary workers party which
will lead the working class to power
through a socialist revolution which will

finish the Civil War.B

Harper's Weekly

August 1865 funeral ceremony in Comfort, Texas honors German immigrants
killed in fight against Southern slavocracy.

Socialist

Scholars...
(continuedfrom page 5)

The Spartacus Youth Club (SYC),
youth group of the revolutionary Marxist
Spartacist League, stands for the uncon-
ditional military defense of the Chinese,
Vietnamese, North Korean and Cuban
deformed workers states against imperi-

alism and attempts at internal counter-

revolution. We call for a workers politi-

cal revolution to oust the Stalinist

bureaucrats who have grievously under-
mined the gains of these revolutions.

While the rest of the left celebrates the

pro-imperialist "battle of Seattle," the

SYC will be celebrating the 25th anniver-

sary of the humiliating defeat of U.S.
imperialism by the heroic workers and
peasants of Vietnam—a true victory for

working people around the world.

The bloody U S. imperialist rulers

who spend billions on busting unions
in the U.S. are not in the business
of defending workers rights anywhere.
They are engaged in a ruthless struggle

to improve their competitive position by
increasing the rate of exploitation of
“their" domestic working class, by plun-

dering the colonial and semicolonial
world and by seizing markets at the

expense of their rivals. This struggle is

the natural outgrowth of the capitalist

system and its need for ever-increasing

profits gained through the conquest of
new markets. Far from being an all-

powerful transnational grouping, as V. I.

Lenin noted in his book Imperialism, the

Highest Stage of Capitalism, bodies like

the WTO "are inevitably nothing more
than a ‘truce’ in periods between wars.”

In the pursuit of its interests, the ruthless

American ruling class has driven down
wages at home, spearheaded the brutal

terror bombing of Serbia, and regularly

unleashes its cops to mete out its “jus-

tice" to blacks, immigrants and workers,

such as the execution of Amadou Diallo

in a hail of 41 bullets. Imperialist war,

racist repression and cop terror are en-

demic to the capitalist system and cannot

be eradicated short of sweeping the

whole rotten system away through a

workers revolution.

During last year's Socialist Scholars

Conference, Bogdan Denitch. honorary

chairman of the Democratic Socialists

of America (DSA), chicken-baited the

U.S. imperialists and NATO for only rain-

ing bombs on Serbia, screaming for impe-

rialist ground troops to go in to wage all-

out war. This was the day after armchair

liberal "anarchist” Noam Chomsky and
other “socialist scholars” decided to

squelch any discussion about the U.S. ter-

ror bombing of Serbia during the opening
plenary of the conference. The Spartacist

League (SL) and SYC rained on this lit-

tle parade of fake-socialist warmongers,
interjecting from the floor and raising

signs demanding "Defeat U.S. Imperial-

ism Through Workers Revolution'” and
“Defend Serbia Against U.S./NATO
Attack!"

Denitch’s backing of U.S. imperialism

in the Balkans is hardly surprising. The
DSA has a long and sordid history of

service to U.S. imperialism from DSA
founder Michael Harrington's support

to the Vietnam War to their backing of

counterrevolutionary movements like the

bloody mujahedin Islamic fundamental-

ists in Afghanistan. But the DSA hardly

stands alone. The rest of the so-called left

are just as firmly in the camp of their

“own” imperialist rulers. The Interna-

tional Socialist Organization, Socialist

Action and others were well prepared

to embrace the chauvinism and anti-

Communism of the WTO protests by their

years of standing with the imperialists in

backing every and any counterrevolution-

ary movement aimed at destroying the

former Soviet degenerated workers state.

Groups like the tiny Bolshevik Ten-
dency, who tried to give something of
a “left" gloss to these same politics dur-

ing Cold War II. openly hail the WTO
protests, denying that these had anything
to do with the counterrevolutionary drive

against the Chinese deformed workers
state. Then there’s the Internationalist

Group (IG) whose first statement on the

WTO protests said not a word in opposi-
tion to the Seattle mobilization. Only
after being challenged by members of the

Spartacist League and Spartacus Youth
Club did the IG come out in cyberspace
with a statement opposing the chauvinism
of the WTO protests. But these are mere
words to cover for the IG’s opportunist
politics which are defined by despair in

the revolutionary capacity of the work-
ing class and corresponding capitulation

before other class forces.

The call for this conference of rene-

gade “socialist" scholars agonizes over
whether to “organize to our right or

consolidate the Left.” That was already

answered in Seattle where the “left”

was allied with the likes of the Reform
Party and incipient clerical fascist Pat

Buchanan who saluted the “economic and
political patriotism of those who rallied

in Seattle
”

The SL/SYC is the only organization
around that fights uncompromisingly in

opposition to the bloody U.S. imperialist

rulers. We fight to build the revolutionary

multiracial workers party committed to

the struggle for socialist revolution, much
like the Bolshevik Party of Lenin and
Trotsky which led the working people
of Russia to power in October 1917. The
microcosm of such a party in action was
seen in New York City on October 23 in

the 8,000-strong mobilization—initiated

by the Partisan Defense Committee and
actively built by the SL/SYC—which
ran the KKK off the streets. In contrast

to Seattle where the working people and
youth were lined up behind the aims of
their “own” imperialist rulers, the Octo-
ber 23 anii-Klan mobilization was built

in opposition to the Democratic Party and
all the agencies of capitalist class rule.

If you’re interested in an organization
of socialist revolutionaries rather than
being sold some pro-imperialist, pro-
Democratic Party snake oil by a gaggle of
“socialist" scholars, check us out.

—New York Spartacus Youth Club
31 March 2000

8
WORKERS VANGUARD



Cuban militiaman

guards U S. oil

refinery expropriated
in 1960. Democratic
president John F.

Kennedy received
gusano flag from
survivor of 1961
Bay of Pigs invasion

which was routed

by Cuban soldiers

and workers.

Defend Cuba...
(continuedfrom page I)

kidnappers. As we go to press, the case is

still tied up in the courts, while Elidn’s

father is forced to extend his stay in

the U.S., where he has been targeted by

anti-Communist mobs. As counterrevo-

lutionary exiles continue to stage anti-

Conimunist rallies in Miami, up to two

million people have demonstrated in

Havana and other cities in Cuba, demand-

ing that Elidn be reunited with his father.

We say: Return Eli£n now!

The Spartacist League has always

opposed U.S. imperialism’s four-decade-

long embargo against Cuba, a blatant act

of war. We demand that the U.S. Navy get

out of Guant&namo Bay, the military base

on Cuba’s eastern tip where over 2,000

U.S. troops are stationed. This is part of

our unconditional military defense of

Cuba against imperialism and internal

counterrevolution. In other words, our

military defense of Cuba with its collec-

tivized economy does not have as a prior

condition the overthrow of the Stalinist

bureaucracy.

At the same time, we emphasize that

the Cuban workers state has been bureau-

cratically deformed from its inception,

when pervasive nationalizations of capi-

talist property in the summer and fall of

I960 liquidated the Cuban bourgeoisie as

a class. The rebel army under Castro—

a

former supporter of the liberal bourgeois

Ortodoxo party—which occupied Havana

on 1 January 1959 was a politically het-

erogeneous petty-bourgeois formation.

The guerrilla war it had waged was mili-

tarily marginal but it was the last straw

for the Batista regime, which was hated

by the masses, increasingly isolated from

the upper layers of Cuban society and

finally abandoned by its U.S. imperialist

patrons. Explaining how Castro's petty-

bourgeois government presided over the

expropriation of the Cuban bourgeoisie,

the Spartacist League wrote in the 1973

preface to “Cuba and Marxist Theory"

(Marxist Bulletin No. 8):

"Its initial coalition government with

authentic liberal-bourgeois politicians

took place in the context of a shattered

old bourgeois stale apparatus. In the

course of the earlier guerrilla struggle

—

a species of civil war

—

the commanders
of that rebel army had had their previous

direct connections with oppositional

bourgeois-liberal elements broken and

had become episodically autonomous
from their class (and in many cases bio-

logical) fathers, the Cuban bourgeoisie.

After taking power, they were confronted

by U.S. imperialism's clumsy and mount-

ing attempts to bring them to heel through

brute economic pressure upon Cuba with-

out corresponding attempts by the con-

temptuous Eisenhower administration to

create the conditions and connections to

reknit the new rulers to the old social fab-

ric in order to facilitate accommodation
to the brutal demands of the imperialists.

"No less crucial than the estrange-

ment created by the civil war conditions

between the petty-bourgeois guerrilla

fighters and the bourgeois order was the

absence of a class-conscious combative

proletariat which would invariably have

polarized these petty-bourgeois militants,

drawing some to the workers' side and

repelling others back into the arms of the

bourgeois order. Hence the exceptional

latitude available to this petty-bourgeois

government in the face of the escalating

tit-for-tat economic struggle with the

American government in that period and

under the enormous popular, patriotic

upsurge of the undifferentiated Cuban
masses."

AP

The seizure and nationalization of all

U.S. property and finally the eco-

nomic liquidation of the Cuban bourgeoi-

sie by this petty-bourgeois government

demonstrated that even under these most

favorable conditions it was unable to

find a third way between labor and capi-

tal to organize society. By virtue of its

newly acquired social position—hold-

ing a monopoly of political power at the

head of a nationalized economy—the

Castro regime was compelled to embrace

that ersatz Marxism which is the neces-

sary ideological reflection of a Stalin-

ist bureaucracy, centrally the nationalist

dogma of “socialism in one country.” The

decisive section of the Castroites could

make the transition to the leadership of

a deformed workers state because in

the absence of the egalitarianism and

proletarian democracy of a state directly

won by the working people, they never

had to transcend or fundamentally alter

their own radical petty-bourgeois social

appetites, but only to transform and redi-

rect them.

The Cuban Stalinist bureaucracy, as a

petty-bourgeois stratum, is necessarily

hostile to the perspective of proletarian

revolutionary internationalism as well as

to workers democracy, i.e., the rule of the

proletariat through workers councils (so-

viets). To place the proletariat in power

and open the road to extending the revo-

lution internationally requires a subse-

quent political revolution. To this end, it

is necessary to forge an internationalist,

Leninist-Trotskyist vanguard party in

Cuba. This is inextricably tied to our fight

for a workers party in the imperialist

“belly of the beast” which can sweep

away bloody U.S. capitalism through pro-

letarian revolution.

Defend Cuba Against
U.S. Imperialism!

With the destruction of the Soviet

Union, and with the Castro regime hav-

ing long abandoned its early pretense of

promoting national liberation struggles

and peasant-based guerrilla war, saber

rattling against tiny Cuba isn’t quite the

cause it used to be. Recent polls show

that 67 percent of the U.S. population

opposes the embargo.

American capitalists are also increas-

ingly voicing opposition to the embargo,

with an eye toward their bottom line.

Time magazine (17 January) noted how
“at the Stale Department, in the business

community and even in Congress, senti-

ment is growing to abandon the 40-year-

old embargo that has failed to dislodge

Castro. Farmers, businessmen and tour-

ists are clamoring for greater access to the

island, as other countries usurp a natural

U.S. market." Prominent politicians such

as Republican Illinois governor George

Ryan have made highly publicized trips

to Cuba, while right-wing Missouri Sen-

ator John Ashcroft swung the vote in the

Senate to end the embargo on food ship-

ments last year. When Elidn’s two grand-

mothers came to Washington in January

to demand their grandson’s return, 77

Congressmen met with them.

Despite the current ambivalence of a

section of the ruling class toward them,

the gusanos still have a powerful and

well-connected political machine, as

demonstrated by the months-long stand-

off in Miami. In addition to funneling

millions to American politicians, the

CIA-connected Cuban American Nation-

al Foundation (CANF) funds terrorist

attacks like the murderous bombings of

several Cuban hotels by a Salvadoran hit-

man in 1997. Yet even among the Cuban

population of Miami, a growing segment

regards the CANF types as dinosaurs and

thinks the best way to overthrow Castro

is not through invasion or terrorism but

through the Yankee dollar.

Enraged by the threat to their status as

the Cuban ruling class in exile, the gusa-

nos have fought back with hysterical

accusations of Cuban spying and drug

trafficking, even outrageously accusing

Elidn’s grandmothers of abusing him sex-

ually while they were in the U.S. Four

years ago, in a provocation aimed at fore-

stalling talk of ending the embargo, the

paramilitary gusano outfit “Brothers to

the Rescue” sent two planes into Cuban

airspace in a brazen challenge to the

country’s air defenses. After the planes

were shot down just outside Havana,

Washington passed the Helms-Burton

Act. which tightened the embargo by

mandating retaliation against other coun-

tries profiting from trade or investment in

Cuba. This was after the embargo had

already been strengthened under legisla-

tion pushed through by Democratic New
Jersey Senator Robert Torricelli.

For more than 30 years. Washington

kept the borders open to Cuban "refu-

gees," according them privileged treat-

ment and automatic asylum in an effort to

destabilize Cuba by encouraging a mass

exodus. But in 1994, Clinton enacted the

so-called “wet feet, dry feet” law under

which Cubans have to make it to shore

before getting asylum. Of course, impov-

erished black immigrants from U.S.

neocolonies like Haiti have never been

welcome on U.S. shores. In early Janu-

ary, while Elidn’s case was being hotly

debated, the U.S. quietly deported 437

Haitian refugees who came to Florida on

rafts. We demand: Full citizenship rights

for all immigrants! Stop the deportations!

Castro Bureaucracy
Undermines Gains of

Cuban Revolution

The elimination of capitalist class

rule in Cuba in 1960 meant enormous

gains for its working people which, even

while increasingly attenuated, remain

tangible today. Prior to the revolution,

the immensely corrupt and brutal U.S.

puppet Batista and his cronies ruled over

a society marked by mass unemploy-

ment and illiteracy, with sprawling, mis-

erable urban slums and a destitute rural

population squeaking by through sea-

sonal employment. On top of this was

the systematic and brutal oppression of

black people—indeed, heavily black

Santiago province was a center of guer-

rilla struggle against Batista. Such was

the Cuban “democracy" upheld by the

anti-Communist rabble in Miami—in-

cluding singer and gusano darling Glo-

ria Estefan, whose father was one of

Batista’s bodyguards and a veteran of the

Bay of Pigs.

Following the overthrow of capitalism,

the resources of Cuban society, with

heavy Soviet aid, were invested in a cen-

tralized. planned economy, with every-

one guaranteed a job. decent housing,

food and education. The free health care

system, despite the crippling effects of

the U.S. blockade, is still far and away

the best among “Third World” countries,

and Cuban medical schools train doctors

from countries like Honduras, Nicaragua

and El Salvador. Cubans now enjoy one

of the highest literacy rates in the world,

and nearly one in eleven hold university

degrees. The island has more doctors and

teachers per capita than just about any

country in the world.

The revolution especially benefited

women. The domination of the Catholic

church was broken. Abortion is a free

health service, and the birthrate is only 1 .5

per woman, more typical of rich coun-

tries. Prenatal care is a high priority, which

has contributed to an infant mortality rate

lower than in parts of the “First World."

One of the first acts of the Castro regime

was to outlaw racist discrimination—one

reason why black Cubans are especially

hostile to the predominantly white gusa-

nos in Miami, who since fleeing Cuba
have been a bulwark of racist bourgeois

politics in South Florida. And black peo-

ple in South Florida know this, too!

These gains are all results of a planned

economy based on the elimination of pri-

vate ownership and of production for

profit. But as Karl Marx pointed out over

150 years ago. the attainment of social-

ism— a society of such material abun-

dance for all that classes no longer exist

—requires the victory of proletarian rev-

olution in at least several advanced capi-

talist countries in order to create an inter-

national planned economy based on the

highest material and technological devel-

opment. As the experience of the former

continued on page W

"Dollar store" in Havana for those holding greenbacks;

state pharmacy with empty shelves as result of imperialist

trade embargo. Castro bureaucracy’s introduction of trade

in dollars has sharply increased social inequality in Cuba.
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USSR vividly showed, an isolated work-

ers slate cannot last indefinitely under

the relentless pressures of continued cap-

italist rule in the imperialist heartlands of

North America, West Europe and Japan.

Whether through military threats or the

influx of cheap commodities undermin-

ing the planned economy, the pressures

of world imperialism will work ulti-

mately to overthrow the gains of a revo-

lution confined to a single country.

The Stalinist bureaucracy which seized

political power in the Soviet Union

in 1923-24 represented a conservative,

nationalist reaction to the failure to ex-

tend the 1917 workers revolution in Rus-

sia through socialist revolution in Ger-

many and other advanced capitalist

countries. The outlook of the bureaucracy

was captured in the Stalinist dogma of

“socialism in one country,” which meant

in practice conciliating the imperialist

powers. But if this nationalist dogma was

a lie in the Soviet Union—a vast country

covering one-sixth of the globe
—

“social-

ism” on one small, impoverished Carib-

bean island is far more so. Facing eco-

nomic disaster following the Soviet aid

cutoff initiated by the Gorbachev regime

in 1989-90, the Cuban bureaucracy has

instituted a series of "market reforms,"

leading to a sharp increase in inequality

among the population. In 1990, Castro

announced a "Special Period in Time of

Peace,” a harsh economic restructuring

which slowed the pace of industrializa-

tion, put an emphasis on agriculture and

tourism, and decreed mass layoffs of

workers. Foreshadowing the current dif-

ferences in the U.S. bourgeoisie, a series

of reports issued by the U.S. Army War
College, the RAND Institute and others

around that time advocated ending the

blockade and negotiating with Castro.

In 1994, the regime introduced further

market measures including joint ventures

with foreign companies, introduction of

cooperatives in the agricultural sector

and legalization of markets for agricultu-

ral products and in service sectors. It

also legalized the holding and exchange
of U.S. currency, a “dollarization” of the

economy which has led to sharp and

growing income differentials hitting

women and black Cubans the hardest.

According to NACLA Report on the

Americas (March/April 1999), by last

year sales in U.S. dollars accounted for

about 54 percent of Cuba’s total domestic

retail sales. Over $800 million a year

flows into Cuba from the U.S., but black

Cubans, whose relatives are not rich

Miamians, are far less likely to receive

these greenbacks.

The growth of inequality and the dan-
ger of the growing free market to the

planned economy can be seen in the tour-

ist industry, which has surpassed sugar

exports as the primary source of foreign

exchange. In 1998, the Cuban govern-
ment invested over $500 million in tour-

ism as opposed to $49 million for the

foodstuffs industry and $37 million in the

steel and metals sector. Though paid in

pesos, those who work in tourism (as did

both F.liSn Gonzalez* parents) get most of
their income in dollars through tips, giv-

ing them access to luxuries and even
basic necessities which most Cubans

can’t get. Many doctors, unable to live on

their $20 monthly salaries, have aban-

doned the hospitals and clinics to work as

waiters and cab drivers. Other Cubans
have joined the scramble for dollars via

the black market.

The toll of the U.S. embargo, particu-

larly after the destruction of the USSR,
was captured in a report by a comrade of

the Trotskyist League of Canada who
visited Havana in 1997 (see "Eyewitness

Report from Havana Youth Festival,” WV
No. 674, 19 September 1997). He noted

that the fuel shortage has led to the col-

lapse of the public transit system and

caused daily power outages lasting two
to three hours. Most meat and fruit are

only available at expensive private mar-

kets, while those without access to dol-

lars have to subsist on meager rations.

Describing the burgeoning income dis-

parity. our comrade added:

"My host was a computer programmer
who delighted in telling me about the

latest edition of Microsoft Windows and
lived in Playa Miramar, a ritzy neighbor-

hood with many foreign embassies.

Cubans living there have access to dol-

lars—through private dealings or other-

wise. Their homes often have air condi-

tioning, VCRs, computers. Some even
have maids. When supplies are available,

they buy fish, pork, good fruit. In other

parts of town, however, I saw people liv-

ing in cramped quarters and houses fall-

ing apart. On a state salary of 200 pesos

(US$9) a month or less, daily life for

Cuban workers is a struggle, while those

who have access to the newly legalized

dollar economy—entrepreneurs, black

marketeers or those with relatives abroad
—can live more comfortably."

Meanwhile, desperate women trying to

feed their families have been forced into

prostitution at the edges of the booming
tourist industry, and increasing poverty

has led to a rise in crime.

The Cuban Stalinist bureaucracy, like

the Chinese Stalinists, claims it can avoid

the disasters that befell the former de-

formed workers states of East Europe by

introducing its “market reforms” slowly.

But the impact of these “reforms" is

sharply undermining support for the rev-

olution among the population. While Cas-

tro boasts, “We have reserves to keep on

going for another ten years” (New Yorker,

21 February), the fundamental truth is

that the anti-working-class policies of

the bureaucracy are progressively unrav-

eling the gains of the revolution. Cuba
cannot indefinitely survive as an isolated

deformed workers state. The fate of its

revolution hangs in the balance of class

struggle outside the Caribbean island,

underlining the urgent necessity of the

fight for proletarian socialist revolution in

the U.S. and throughout the Americas.

Trotskyism and the
Cuban Revolution

Shifts in American imperialism's pol-

icy toward the Cuban Revolution are not

unprecedented. In fact, it was precisely

such a shift 40 years ago which led

Castro's petty-bourgeois government to

expropriate the Cuban capitalist class and

consolidate a deformed workers state. Far

from being a Marxist, Castro had run for

office as a candidate of the liberal bour-

geois Ortodoxo party in 1952, and the

political program of his 26th of July

Movement simply called for a return to

the 1940 constitution, which the dictator

Batista had suspended. Months after

seizing power, Castro was feted by the

imperialist press corps when he visited

the U.S.

In its first few months, the new Cuban
government implemented a series of

reforms culled straight from the program

of the bourgeois Ortodoxo party, such as

limited land reform and cuts in rent for

the poor. But the land redistribution and

the revolutionary justice meted out to

Batista’s former police torturers scared

Castro's own bourgeois supporters and

the American imperialists—Eisenhower’s

CIA director, Allen Dulles, and his

brother, Secretary of State John Foster

Dulles, were both major United Fruit

stockholders.

When Eisenhower asked Congress in

January 1960 for authorization to cut the

Cuban sugar quota, Castro signed an

agreement with Soviet deputy prime
minister Mikoyan for the USSR to pur-

chase a million tons of sugar yearly from

Cuba. When Cuba’s imperialist-owned

oil refineries refused to handle Russian

crude in June, Cuban authorities inter-

vened to prevent this. Eisenhower then

eliminated the sugar quota, and Castro

responded by nationalizing U.S.-owned
properties in Cuba: 36 sugar mills, three

oil companies, the power company and
the telephone company.

Faced with an escalating imperialist

offensive, the Cuban government struck

a decisive blow against the economic
base of domestic reaction: on 13 October

1960, it nationalized all banks and busi-

nesses amounting to 80 percent of the

country’s industry. On 16 April 1961.

Castro declared that the Cuban Revolu-

tion was “socialist" during his speech
mobilizing the working people to fight

against the U.S.-sponsored invasion at

the Bay of Pigs.

The liberal Democratic Party admin-
istration of John F. Kennedy surpassed

even Eisenhower/Dulles in its virulence

toward Cuba. One of Kennedy’s first acts

as president was to authorize the Bay of
Pigs invasion. A year later, Kennedy
brought the world to the brink of thermo-
nuclear war by threatening to interdict

Soviet ships—an act of war—to search
for missile parts intended for Cuba.

While relentlessly besieged by U.S.
imperialism, the Stalinist bureaucracy led

by Castro has itself been an impediment
to the defense of the Cuban deformed
workers state through the spread of
socialist revolution throughout the Amer-
icas. In the Spartacist League’s Declara-
tion of Principles adopted in 1966, we
emphasized our political opposition to the

then-popular doctrine of peasant-based

guerrilla warfare, writing that this was

"rooted in Menshevism and Stalinist ref-

ormism, which rejects the vanguard role

of the working class.” We continued:

"Movements of this sort can under cer-

tain conditions, i.e., the extreme dis-

organization of the capitalist class in

the colonial country and the absence of

the working class contending in its own
right for social power, smash capital-

ist property relations; however, they can-

not bring the working class to political

power. Rather, they create bureaucratic

anti-working-class regimes which sup-

press any further development of these

revolutions towards socialism."

In the wake of the Cuban Revolution,

much of the American and international

left was swept up by illusions in Castro

and his dashing Argentinean lieutenant,

Ernesto “Che" Guevara. The Socialist

Workers Party (SWP), which had been

the party of revolutionary Trotskyism

in the United States, equated the Cas-

tro bureaucracy with the revolutionary

internationalist Bolshevik government of

Lenin and Trotsky. In so doing, the SWP
leaders explicitly rejected both the neces-

sity of a Leninist-Trotskyist party to pro-

vide revolutionary leadership and the

centrality of the proletariat in the fight for

socialism.

This galloping revisionism on funda-

mental tenets of Marxism was fought by

the Revolutionary Tendency (RT) within

the SWP. The RT, precursor of the Spar-

tacist League, characterized Cuba as a

bureaucratically deformed workers state

and showed how the fidelista guerrillas

in power had embraced the nationalist

Stalinist model of the USSR after its

degeneration and of the deformed work-

ers states of China and East Europe, sup-

pressing any semblance of independent

working-class politics. The RT’s resolu-

tion for the 1963 SWP Convention, titled

"Toward Rebirth of the Fourth Interna-

tional,” stated:

“The record of the regime's opposition to

the democratic rights of the Cuban work-
ers and peasants is clear: bureaucratic

ouster of the democratically-elected lead-

ers of the labor movement and their

replacement by Stalinist hacks; suppres-

sion of the Trotskyist press; proclamation
of the single-party system; and much
else. This record stands side by side w ith

enormous initial social and economic
accomplishments of the Cuban Revolu-
tion. Thus Trotskyists are at once the

most militant and unconditional defenders
against imperialism of both the Cuban
Revolution and of the deformed workers'
state which has issued therefrom But
Trotskyists cannot give confidence and
political support, however critical, to a

governing regime hostile to the most ele-

mentary principles and practices of
workers' democracy, even if our tactical

approach is not as toward a hardened
bureaucratic caste."

But the bureaucracy soon hardened,

necessitating the call for a political

revolution.

The SWP's embrace of Castroism was
a decisive step in its centrist political

degeneration, passing over into outright

reformism in 1965. Applied on the home
front, the SWP’s abandonment of a pro-

letarian revolutionary perspective and
denial of the need for revolutionary

Marxist leadership led it to criminally

abstain from the early 1960s civil rights

struggles in the South, instead tailing

after pro-Democratic Party liberals and
later black nationalists. For our opposi-
tion to these betrayals, the RT was
expelled in 1963-64.

While the Cuban bureaucracy availed

itself of more militant rhetoric than

the stodgy Kremlin Stalinists, Castro’s

regime in practice emulated the Krem-
lin’s policy of selling out revolutionary

opportunities internationally to jockey
for diplomatic advantage. Addressing the

UN General Assembly in 1964. Che
Guevara stated that for Cuba the most
important problem was “peaceful co-

existence between states with different

economic and social systems.” This
meant support to some of the bloodiest

capitalist regimes in the Americas, like

Brazil under President Janio Quadros,
who repressed unions, sent troops to

crush hunger protesters and imprisoned
students.

In the early 1970s, Castro called on
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In 1971 visit to Chile,

Castro stood with
“constitutionalist"

general Augusto
Pinochet, armed
forces chief in

Allende’s popular-
front government.
Pinochet was
architect of bloody
1973 coup which led

to deaths of tens of

thousands of

workers and leftists.
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the workers of Chile to give political sup-

port to the Unidad Popular regime led

by the Socialist Party’s Salvador Allende.

This capitalist popular-front government
—a coalition including the reformist

Socialist. Communist and bourgeois par-

ties—politically disarmed the proletariat

by preaching faith in the “constitutional-

ist” officer corps and “democratic” bour-

geoisie. It thereby paved the way for the

bloody 1973 coup led by the officer

corps under Pinochet, ushering in the

massacre of more than 30,000 work-

ers and leftists. Six years later, when the

radical-nationalist Sandinista guerrillas

took power in Nicaragua and established

a petty-bourgeois government similar to

Cuba’s in 1959-60, the Castro bureauc-

racy explicitly counseled them not to take

“the Cuban road” of expropriating the

bourgeoisie. This policy culminated in

the drawn-out defeat of the Nicaraguan

Revolution in the 1980s, as the Sandinis-

tas eventually handed power back to the

capitalist contras.

For Socialist Revolution
Throughout the Americas!

Genuine defense of the Cuban Revolu-

tion against imperialism requires a pro-

gram for workers revolution throughout

the Americas—and above all here in the

United States, the most powerful and

rapacious capitalist country on earth. In

sharp contrast, the various reformist

pseudo-socialists who call for “solidarity

with Cuba" seek at most to pressure the

imperialists to “end the embargo." In

seeking a lash-up with liberal Democrats

and “progressive" capitalists—who today

oppose the embargo as counterproductive

and prefer to undermine the deformed

workers state through greater economic

penetration—these reformists objec-

tively lend themselves to the service of

capitalist counterrevolution. Aside from

their occasional enthusing over Castro’s

"socialist” credentials, the fake leftists

raise demands which are indistinguish-

able from those raised by mainstream

sections of the U S. bourgeoisie. Thus the

reformists sow illusions in U.S. imperial-

ism and in particular the capitalist Dem-
ocratic Party—the class enemy of the

Cuban workers state and of the American

proletariat.

A perfect example is the Workers

World Party (WWP) and its affiliated

groups, the International Action Center

(IAC) and the “National Committee to

Send Elidn Home to His Father." The

WWP has organized demonstrations de-

manding Clinton and Reno “do the right

thing”—i.e., “stop stalling and send Elitin

home without delay" ( Workers World.

17 February). The WWP grotesquely

appeals to the “family values” of Janet

Reno, who burned babies alive in the

1993 Waco massacre. At its January 20

demonstration in New York City, the

WWP chanted, “Bill Clinton/Janet Reno/

Jesse Helms: You know better!" A New
York Times (30 January) report on these

protests described the IAC as “a liberal

organization founded by former Attorney

General Ramsey Clark.” Clark, a long-

time WWP/IAC favorite, certainly knows

about U.S. policy toward Cuba: as U.S.

Attorney General under Lyndon Johnson,

he used to personally enforce the em-

bargo on trade with Cuba. Now he works

with Pastors for Peace, which wants to

end the blockade so they can flood Cuba
with Bibles!

Today’s eccentrically reformist SWP
under Jack Barnes still seeks to attract

radical-minded youth by proclaiming

itself the most consistent defender of the

Cuban Revolution. Yet when defense of

the Soviet Union. Cuba’s main economic

lifeline, was posed pointblank in 1991,

the SWP backed the forces of counter-

revolution led by Boris Yeltsin, exclaim-

ing “Soviet Workers Win Giant Victory

by Defeating Coup” (Militant , 6 Septem-

ber 1991). In contrast, we called for pro-

letarian political revolution to sweep

away Yeltsin and his counterrevolution-

ary rabble.

As its support to Yeltsin’s counterrevo-

lution makes clear, the SWP’s politics

are counterposed to genuine defense of

the Cuban deformed workers state. When
Pope John Paul II visited Cuba in 1998

explicitly for the purpose of fomenting

counterrevolution, the Militant (9 Febru-

ary 1998) fatuously headlined, “Confi-

dent Revolutionary Gov’t Hosts Pope in

Cuba." This is the Pope Wojtyla who was

the godfather of the Solidarno&f move-

ment which oversaw the restoration of

capitalism in Poland. Indeed, the few

limes the SWP has differed with Castro

was when they stood to his right, capitu-

lating to the U.S. ruling class by cham-

pioning anti-Soviet counterrevolutionar-

ies like Solidarno&f and Yeltsin.

For its part, the social-democratic

International Socialist Organization (ISO)

opposes the Castro regime from the stand-

point of virulent anti-communist hostility

to Cuba. But because of Cuba’s continued

popularity among leftists and youth—and

especially now that Clinton is leaning

toward “constructive engagement”

—

these opportunists today denounce politi-

cians who “only want to meddle in

[Elidn’s] life to whip up more hysteria

against Cuba” (Socialist Worker, 4 Febru-

ary). This “hysteria” is the rage of the im-

perialist masters over having Cuba ripped

out of their grasp through social revolu-

tion. Yet the ISO has scabbed on the

Cuban Revolution from day one, refusing

to defend this deformed workers state

against imperialism and calling Cuba a

"state capitalist” regime not qualitatively

different from impoverished Haiti!

The ISO’s British mentor Tony Cliff

(who just died) broke from Trotskyism at

the outbreak of the Korean War in 1 950 by

refusing to defend the North Korean and

Chinese deformed workers states against

imperialist attack. The ISO’s American

historical forebear, Max Shachtman,

repudiated the Trotskyist position of un-

conditional military defense of the Soviet

Union at the start of World War II and

later went on to support the 1961 Bay of

Pigs invasion, earning himself the epithet

“State Department socialist." With regard

to Cuba, the ISO has openly allied with

forces who seek to destroy the revolution

from within. Several years ago, the ISO’s

Canadian cothinkers hailed a counterrev-

olutionary riot in Havana as a sign that

"Cuban workers and peasants have begun

to break the hold of a repressive regime”

(Socialist Worker [Canada], September

1994). In practice, the Cliffites’ “third

camp" position equating the workers

states with capitalist imperialism always

leads them into bed with the “demo-

cratic" imperialists.

With the destruction of the Soviet

degenerated workers state, there has been

a qualitative increase in imperialist ex-

ploitation of the Third World. Faced with

intensifying interimperialist rivalries over

natural resources and cheap labor, the

U.S. has tightened its hold on its “back-

yard”—the Caribbean, Central and South

America. This is reflected in trade agree-

ments like NAFTA, which has meant the

imperialist rape of Mexico, and the link-

ing of currencies in Argentina and

Ecuador (and maybe El Salvador soon)

directly to the U.S. dollar. As the U.S.-

dominated IMF and World Bank tighten

the screws on Latin American govern-

ments to implement austerity measures,

the working class and peasantry face

increasing immiseration. There have been

and will be opportunities for proletar-

ian revolution in the Caribbean, Mex-
ico, Central and South America. The key

requirement for victory in the struggles

that lie ahead is the forging of Leninist-

Trotskyist parties built in irreconcil-

able opposition to all variants of petty-

bourgeois nationalism. Fighting for a

proletarian, revolutionary, internationalist

perspective.

In the backward and impoverished

countries of the Third World, even the

achievement of basic democratic rights

like health care, education, housing and

land redistribution requires a revolution-

ary struggle to overthrow the bloody

bourgeoisies, who act as junior partners

to the rapacious imperialists. In the neo-

colonial countries, the only road to the

resolution of the burning democratic

tasks is the conquest of power by the

working class, at the head of the peas-

antry and all the oppressed, and the exten-

sion of the revolution to the imperial-

ist heartlands of North America and

beyond. This is the Trotskyist perspective

of permanent revolution. The Interna-

tional Communist League is dedicated to

reforging Trotsky’s Fourth International

in order to lead these struggles to victory.

As the U.S. section of the ICL, the Spar-

tacist League is fighting to build a multi-

racial workers party which will smash

U.S. imperialism from within, through

proletarian revolution *

WV Photo

Spartacist contingent at 1994 NYC demonstration calls for defense of Cuba
against internal counterrevolution and imperialist attack.

Los Angeles...
(continuedfrom page 12)

other in order to prevent integrated class

struggle. SE1U Local 399, from which

Local 1877 was formed in a 1995 split,

has made some real efforts to take up the

defense of black rights. In 1992, the

local marched against police repression

in the aftermath of the L.A. upheaval. In

1994, Locals 399 and 347 organized a

demonstration in front of the L.A. dis-

trict attorney’s office demanding free-

dom for black political prisoner Geron-

imo ji Jaga (Pratt), a former Black

Panther Party leader in L.A.

Strikes are a test of strength, persis-

tence and endurance. Against the vast

resources and power of the capitalists, the

SEIU strikers must draw on their own
powerful forces—the capacity of the

workers for struggle, the solidarity of the

entire labor movement, the popularity of

the strike among the working people.

This requires a fight inside the unions

against the misleaders who chain that

power to the parties and agencies of the

capitalist class enemy. The working peo-

ple need a party that fights for their inter-

ests—a workers party committed to the

fight for a workers government which

overturns this whole system of capitalist

exploitation and racist oppression *

UNAM...
(continuedfrom page 2)

Community College, the primarily work-

ing-class students contributed almost

$60. A student co-op in Berkeley donated

$50. In Australia, generous contributions

were made by students and striking uni-

versity teachers at the March 22
“National Day of Action" calling for

“Public Education NOT Privatisation"

held in both Sydney and Canberra.

In France, comrades of the Ligue

Trotskyste de France collected funds at

demonstrations defending
“
sans-papiers

’’

(undocumented immigrants) against gov-

ernment deportation threats and at a

rally for Mumia Abu-Jamal. In Japan,

more than $500 was collected at, among
other events, a meeting of striking air-

line pilots, a gathering of the oppressed

Korean minority, sit-down protests by

fired railway workers in front of the Diet

(parliament) building, and a mass labor

rally. The largest amount was collected at

a protest demonstration against U.S. mil-

itary bases in Okinawa.

The funds collected for the defense of

the UNAM strikers by the sections of the

ICL are a modest expression of our prin-

cipled defense of all whose struggles are

in the interest of the international work-

ing class. The PDC has added imprisoned

strike leaders Alejandro Echevarria Zarco

(“El Mosh") and Alberto Pacheco Guizar

(“El Diablo”) to its class-war prisoners

stipend program. The monthly stipend of

US$25 alleviates some of the hardships

of imprisonment and represents a living

link between the activists behind bars

and the international workers movement
which champions the struggle for their

release.

In struggling for such basic democratic

rights as the right to education, the mili-

tants of the UNAM strike have faced bru-

tal repression from the police thugs sent

by both the PRD (Party of the Democratic

Revolution) administration of Mexico
City and the PRI (Institutional Revolu-

tionary Party) national government. Now,

lagging in the polls, the PRD’s candidate

Cuauhtemoc Cdrdenas claims to oppose

the federal police siege of the campus.

This is nothing but a crass maneuver for

votes based on the hope that strikers will

forget the attacks by the PRD’s riot police

earlier in the strike. The GEM says: “The
PRD is a capitalist party—no illusions!”

The urgent demands and needs of

Mexico’s impoverished workers and

peasants—for agrarian revolution, educa-

tion, health care, etc.—cannot be fulfilled

by the corrupt and venal Mexican capital-

ist class, beholden to U.S. imperialism.

Even the most minimal reforms, like the

ones the UNAM students are seeking.

demand the Trotskyist program of perma-

nent revolution. The Trotskyists of the

GEM fight to build a Leninist vanguard

party that can lead the workers and peas-

ants of Mexico to power, smashing the

capitalist system of oppression and pov-

erty and opening the way to proletarian

revolution throughout the Americas *
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WORKERS VANGUARD

Victory to the Janitors Strike!

Los Angeles

APRIL 17—Ever since an April 3 mass

meeting of 3,000 janitors voted virtually

unanimously to strike. Service Employ-

ees International Union (SEIU) Local

1877 has been waging a hugely popular

strike against maintenance contractors in

Los Angeles. On April 9, janitors in

SEIU Local 2028 in San Diego also went

on strike. Significantly for Los Angeles,

an "open shop" city with a history of

vicious anti-labor repression. Teamsters

Local 396, representing garbage collec-

tors and UPS drivers, has called for its

members to honor the SEIU picket lines.

The Los Angeles Building Trades Coun-
cil and Operating Engineers Local 501

have said they would defend their mem-
bers who honor the picket lines. On April

14, 700 janitors at L.A. International Air-

port held a one-day sympathy strike.

Local 1877 has led regular marches of

thousands throughout the city, with strik-

ers chanting “We're on strike! Let the

rich do the cleaning!” The union has

staged a "rolling strike," pulling out jani-

tors one building after another. Describ-

ing the strike's impact, the big-business

Los Angeles Times (13 April) has called

the red-shirted strikers a "nagging pres-

ence, inserting themselves into the con-

sciousness of workaday Los Angeles.”

Republican mayor Richard Riordan has

set the notorious LAPD—currently in

the spotlight for the murder and torture

practiced by its Rampart Division in the

cops' relentless war against the ghetto

and barrio poor—against the striking

janitors, arresting at least 50. All labor

must demand: Drop all the charges!

The janitors—98 percent of whom
are Latino immigrants, over half of them
women

—

make a paltry $6.80 to $7.90

an hour, less than it costs to park a car

in many of the skyscrapers they clean.

With another 250,000 Southern Califor-

nia workers—including teachers, county

government workers and transit work-

ers—facing their own contract battles in

the next months, a victory for the janitors

could set the stage for a hot summer of

class struggle in L.A. Support from the

entire L.A. labor movement is critical for

the strike’s success. In some cases, the

contractors have been able to bring scabs

in, a grave danger to the strike. Backed
by the other unions, the SEIU must
enforce the basic labor principle: Picket

lines mean don’t cross! This underscores

the need for one industrial union of all

building maintenance workers, from sta-

tionary engineers to cleaners.

As the L.A. strike heads into its third

week, the contracts of tens of thousands

of other SEIU maintenance workers

across the country are also expiring. In

New York City, the contract for the

30.000 SEIU Local 32B-32J doormen
and apartment maintenance workers,

whose ranks include many immigrants
from Latin America, the Caribbean and
East Europe, is set to expire on April 20.

More than 10,000 turned out for a rally

on April 12 in support of Local 32B-32J.

The ABM Corporation, one of the chief

contractors for maintenance workers in

L.A.. also employs 15,000 janitors in

New York City, including 1,500 at the

World Trade Center. One Local 1 877 offi-

cial told the L.A Weekly (7 April). "If one
of our members shows up outside with

a sign ‘Local 1877 On Strike Against

ABM’ none of those 1,500 will cross

the line.”

Union Tops Push Democratic
Party Electoral Con Game

Democratic Party politicians like may-

oral candidate Antonio Villaraigosa are

trying to sucker workers’ votes by cyni-

cally "supporting" the janitors strike.

They see this strike as part of the so-

called "Latino resurgence" which will

catapult them into political office. While

the union leadership openly brags about

its role in getting Democrats elected,

the Democratic Party and the L.A city

administration are intent on maintaining

labor peace as the city gears up for the

Democratic National Convention (DNC)
this summer. DNC planners are pressur-

ing local labor leaders to rule out strikes

or picket lines at convention sites—like

the deal the Republicans already have

for their convention site in Philadelphia.

As an SEIU Local 660 (L.A. county

employees) leader declared, "We have an

interest in helping to elect Al Gore, and

we would be careful not to take actions

that would hurt his candidacy."

Selling the Democrats as a “lesser evil"

than the Republicans is the political

expression of the labor bureaucracy’s role

in promoting class collaboration, which

ties the workers to the racist capital-

ist class enemy. Yesterday Gore, who
received the AFL-CIO’s endorsement at

its national convention last October, was
the keynote speaker at a strike support

rally where he declared. “I am with you in

your fight " This phony "friend" of immi-

grants and labor comes from an adminis-

tration which signed the 1996 Illegal

Immigrant and Immigrant Responsibility

Act massively increasing the militariza-

tion of the U.S. border with Mexico;

within two years almost 300,000 immi-

grants were deported. In 1998, Clinton/

Gore’s INS immigration cops raided

hotels and commercial buildings lead-

ing to the firing of some 500 members

of Local 1877.

The AFL-CIO executive council

passed a resolution in February calling

for blanket amnesty for the estimated six

million “illegal” immigrants in the U.S.

and an end to most sanctions against

employers who hire them. At the same
time, the resolution called on the federal

government to "maintain efforts to keep

illegal immigrants out of the country."

Previously, the AFL-CIO tops openly

colluded with the INS in the deportation

of immigrant workers. Today, with the

capitalists screaming about a labor short-

age and looking to low-wage immigrant

labor to keep down labor costs, the gov-

ernment has slowed down deportations.

The Sweeney-led AFL-CIO recognizes

that immigrants are a growing compo-
nent of the U.S. labor force, and thus a

source of new members and dues-payers.

It is crucial that the labor movement
use its power to defend immigrants and
to aggressively recruit immigrant work-

ers as part of the fight to organize the

unorganized. Many immigrants from
Latin America and elsewhere bring with

them the experience of bitter struggles

against U.S. imperialism and help to

infuse the American labor movement
with greater combativity and class

consciousness. But from maintaining

their chauvinist call for strengthening the

militarization of the border to their poi-

sonous protectionist campaigns against

Chinese, Mexican and other foreign

workers, the AFL-CIO tops line up on
the side of U.S. imperialism against the

working class in other countries. Down
with racist protectionism! Full citizen-

ship rights for all immigrants!

The "Justice for Janitors" organizing

campaign in L.A. was launched after the

janitors union was decimated in the mid-

1980s by massive outsourcing to non-

union cleaning firms who hired immi-
grant workers at minimum wages. The
unionized workforce of the early '80s in

L.A.. which was primarily black, lost out

as wages plummeted. The virulent anti-

immigrant policies of the AFL-CIO bu-

reaucracy played into the bosses' hands.

Especially since the multiracial L.A.

upheaval in 1992 following the Rodney
King verdict, the city’s rulers have tried

to pit blacks and Latinos against each

continued on page 1
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Full Citizenship Rights
for All Immigrants!

WV Photo

80,000 march in Los Angeles against anti-immigrant Prop 187, October 1994.
Latin American immigrants have brought militant traditions to workers'
struggles in U.S., particularly Southern California.
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There Is No Justice in the Capitalist Courts!

Abolish the Racist Death Penalty!

Fight to Free

Mumia Abu-Jamal!

FREE MUMIA
ABU-JAMAL!

AboMsi^h^Ranigf Death Penaitx!

WV Photos

PDC-initiated mobilization that drove KKK
out of New York City on October 23
showed the labor/black power needed in

fight for Mumia's freedom.

Mumia Abu-Jamal’s fight for freedom
is at a critical stage. In the next few

weeks. Pennsylvania federal court judge

William Yohn is expected to rule on
Jamal’s habeas corpus petition to over-

turn his 1982 frame-up conviction and
death sentence. If Yohn rules against

Jamal. Governor Ridge will most cer-

tainly sign an execution warrant. Spear-

headed by the Fraternal Order of Police

(F.O.P.), the forces of racist "law and
order" represented by both capitalist par-

ties, the Republicans and Democrats, are

itching to see this innocent man strapped

to the execution gurney. They want this

outspoken fighter against racist injustice,

who has become the focus of interna-

tional opposition to the racist and bar-

baric death penally in the U S., silenced

forever.

But there are millions of working peo-

ple. black people, students and others in

this country and around the world who
want to see Mumia free and the U S.

death penalty abolished. His case has

become a clarion call for those fighting

cop terror and racist injustice. In defiance

of F.O.P threats, Antioch College stu-

dents featured a speech by Mumia at last

week’s graduation. In the coming weeks,

many people will be making their voices

heard in marches and protests for Mumia
from New York and Philadelphia to the

San Francisco Bay Area. It is essential

that the largest numbers possible turn out

for these protests. The Spartacist League

7 25274 81030 7
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and Partisan Defense Committee will be

marching to demand: Freedom now for

Mumia Abu-Jamal! Abolish the racist

death penalty!

These are not, however, the demands
raised by the liberal and reformist

“socialist" organizers of the upcoming
protests. Instead, the protest calls are

restricted to the demands "Stop the exe-

cution!” and “New trial for Mumia Abu-
Jamal!” or ‘The evidence must be heard!”

Evidence has been heard, time and again,

mountains of evidence proving Mumia’s
innocence Mumia should not have spent

a single day in prison; he should be freed

now. As we wrote at the time of last year’s

April 24 “Millions for Mumia" marches
in Philadelphia and the Bay Area,

"Behind the call for a new trial is a polit-

ical program premised on the belief that

the capitalist state can be reformed and
that the bourgeois courts can be pressured

to be ’just”’ (WV No. 711, 1 6 April 1999).

There is no justice in the capitalist

courts! That truth was brought home with

a vengeance two months ago. when the

four NYPD cops who gunned down Ama-
dou Diallo in a hail of 41 bullets were
acquitted in an Albany court. The killer

cops walked because by the standards of

bourgeois justice they had committed
no crime but were simply “doing their

job"—which is to enforce racist “law and
order" for the capitalist rulers against the

ghetto and barrio masses. Meanwhile,
other major cities—from Philly and Pitts-

burgh to Chicago and Los Angeles—have

been rocked by exposures showing that

racist cop terror and court frame-ups are

endemic to this system

Amid seething anger over police kill-

ings in New York and around the coun-

try, black Democrats like Al Sharpton

have scrambled to defuse the outrage and

channel it into liberal police "reform"

schemes and Democratic Party electoral

politics. The calls for the upcoming pro-

tests are likewise designed to refurbish

illusions in this system of racist injus-

tice. The Mobilization to Free Mumia
Abu-Jamal declares. "Let us insist that

when the judicial process is perverted to

violate fundamental rights, the govern-

ment intervene to ensure equal justice

before the law"

The purpose of such liberal appeals

is to build a class-collaborationist bloc

based on "common ground" with Demo-
cratic Party politicians who administer

the apparatus of capitalist state repres-

sion. Refuse & Resist!, one of the protest

sponsors, made this clear in an 18 Janu-

ary Internet posting reporting the conclu-

sions of a delegation that met with Jus-

tice Department officials that month:

"Our task now is to broaden and deepen
the international campaign to save the

life of Mumia Abu-Jamal with a focus on

President Bill Clinton and Attorney Gen-
eral Janet Reno..., We must say to them:

the evidence is in your hands. The time

has come to act"

Reno—who ordered the 1993 Waco
massacre which slaughtered more than

80 men. women and children in an inte-

grated religious commune! Clinton—
who consigned millions of poor and

minority women and children to home-
lessness and starvation by axing welfare,

who enacted the 1996 Anti-Terrorism

and Effective Death Penalty Act vastly-

expanding use of the death penalty and

gutting the right of habeas corpus for

Jamal and 3,500 other death row prison-

ers! Even the Rehnquist Supreme Court,

which has launched one judicial assault

after another on the rights of prisoners,

recently issued a series of rulings allow-

ing for some exercise of the right of

habeas corpus. And while Clinton ada-

mantly rejects a federal moratorium on

the death penalty, the exposure of frame-

ups which sent one innocent man after

another to death row compelled even the

Republican governor of Illinois to put

the state murder machine there on hold.

Five of the 13 released from Illinois’

death row in recent years were proved

innocent only because they were able to

get DNA tests.

Appeals to capitalist politicians like

Clinton only serve to chain fighters for

Mumia’s freedom to the capitalist class

enemy and to contain the struggle within

continued on page 9

Young Sparlaciis

Noam Chomsky: Imperialism's

"Armchair Anarchist"
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Feds’ Raid Snatches Elian

U.S. Imperialism and Miami’s Gusanos
On April 22, federal agents stormed

the house of Elidn Gonzdlez’ kidnappers,

snatching the kid and reuniting him

with his father and stepmother near

Washington, D.C. While most Ameri-

cans are probably just relieved not to

have to watch “all Elidn, all the time"

TV anymore, Republicans and some
Democrats and the capitalist media are

up in arms about whether Attorney Gen-

eral Reno used "too much force" and

further traumatized the little boy, who
since his rescue at sea last fall has

become the poster child for both sides of

the ruling-class debate over how to

undermine the Cuban deformed workers

stale. No doubt Elidn was terrorized by

cops in body armor armed with auto-

matic weapons storming the house in the

middle of the night, but by the violent

standards of the U.S. capitalist class, par-

ticularly when it targets black and work-

ing people, the three-minute Miami raid

was actually pretty tame.

The Feds justified their “overwhelming

show of force" as necessary because

“intelligence reports indicated that the

house was being guarded by a shadowy

network of men who had permits to carry

concealed weapons, a history of violent

crime or a record of anti-Castro vio-

lence," including “members of the mili-

tant anti-Castro group Alpha 66”
(New

York Times, 28 April). Well, they ought to

know! Alpha 66 and other counterrevolu-

tionary terrorist groups operating out of

Miami have been funded and trained by

the U.S. government for decades, as part

of its unending drive to destroy the Cuban
Revolution and restore capitalism.

The whole fiasco, from day one, was

set up by the U.S. government. EIi£n

Gonzdlez ought to have been returned to

his father in Cuba immediately. But for

political (i.e., capitalist propaganda) rea-

sons. the Immigration and Naturalization

Service (INS), which imprisons and

deports black Haitian and Dominican as

Imperialism and Its

“Labor Lieutenants”

The chauvinist protectionism of the AFL-
CIO bureaucracy in the U.S. and the

\
,>* Labourite union tops in Britain stems from

their role as agentsfor their respective bour-^L k f geoisies inside the labor movement. Writing

Al in the midst of the interimperialist World

^ War I. Bolshevik leader V /. Lenin pointed to

*1 the material basis for this labor bureau-

TROTSKY cracy, which derives its privileges from a LENIN
small share of the superprofits gained by the

major capitalist powers through their subjugation of the backward countries. The Bol-

sheviks' political struggle against pro-imperialist social-chauvinism was critical in

mobilizing the Russian proletariat to seize power in the October Revolution of 1917.

The bourgeoisie of an imperialist “Great” Power can economically bribe the upper

strata of “its" workers by spending on this a hundred million or so francs a year, for its

superprofits most likely amount to about a thousand million. And how this little sop is

divided among the labour ministers, "labour representatives” (remember Engels’s

splendid analysis of the term), labour members of war industries committees, labour

officials, workers belonging to the narrow craft unions, office employees, etc., etc., is a

secondary question.

Between 1848 and 1868, and to a certain extent even later, only England enjoyed a

monopoly: that is why opportunism could prevail there for decades. No other coun-

tries possessed cither very rich colonies or an industrial monopoly.

The last third of the nineteenth century saw the transition to the new, imperialist era.

Finance capital not of one, but of several, though very few. Great Powers enjoys a

monopoly. (In Japan and Russia the monopoly of military power, vast territories, or

special facilities for robbing minority nationalities, China, etc., partly supplements,

partly takes the place of, the monopoly of modern, up-to-date finance capital.) This

difference explains why England’s monopoly position could remain unchallenged for

decades. The monopoly of modern finance capital is being frantically challenged; the

era of imperialist wars has begun. It was possible in those days to bribe and corrupt the

working class of one country for decades. This is now improbable, if not impossible.

But on the other hand, every imperialist “Great” Power can and does bribe smaller

strata (than in England in 1848-68) of the "labour aristocracy”....

The fact is that “bourgeois labour parlies," as a political phenomenon, have already

been formed in all the foremost capitalist countries, and that unless a determined and

relentless struggle is waged all along the line against these parties—or groups, trends,

etc., it is all the same—there can be no question of a struggle against imperialism, or of
Marxism, or of a socialist labour movement.

— V. I. Lenin, “Imperialism and the Split in Socialism" (October 1916)
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well as Chinese immigrants daily, gave

the photogenic little Cuban boy a much
different treatment, handing him over to

his great-uncle’s clan of rabid counter-

revolutionary gusanos (worms) without

even a hearing. However, things got out

of hand in Miami, the negotiations

soured, and the whole arrangement with

the gusanos blew up in Reno’s face. Hav-

ing created a mess, the Feds after months

of dithering resorted to the bourgeoisie’s

usual heavy-handed methods, sending in

the INS thugs in riot gear and armed with

assault weapons to grab the kid.

Although Elidn has been removed from

the clutches of the Miami horde, the fact

is that he and his family, sequestered in

Maryland at the government-owned Wye
Plantation estate, are still held captive in

the United States while waiting for the

courts to rule on the appeal of the “asylum

request” by Elidn's gusano relatives. Elidn

and his father have been through enough

at the hands of the U.S. government and

their anti-Communist fanatics. Let the

Gonzalez family return to Cuba now!

As every resident of America’s ghettos

and barrios knows, the usual result when
the U.S. government storms your house

with automatic weapons is very differ-

ent than what happened in Miami.

Black Panther Party leaders Fred Hamp-
ton and Mark Clark, shotgunned to death

in their beds by the Chicago police and

FBI in 1969 as part of the government’s

massive, brutal drive to wipe out fight-

ers for black freedom— that’s the norm
in this country. Now, the dispatch of a

thousand Marines to Vieques in Puerto

Rico threatens a very bloody attack on

opponents of U.S. imperialism’s military

bases on that island. That the toll of

injuries in Miami amounts to a couple of

bruises reflects the kid-glove treatment

long accorded to the counterrevolutionary

Miami Cuban community.

These Miami gusanos, the Cuban cap-

italist class and their hangers-on who fled

the revolution with their money and anti-

Saturday, May 6, 3 p.m.

NEW YORK CITY

Communist obsessions, have for 40 years

been the pets of the U.S. government,

regularly working as assassins for the

CIA throughout Latin America for the

promise that the U.S. will install them

as the ruling class again if Cuba is re-

conquered for capitalism. If restored

to power, the gusanos would wreak

bloody vengeance, slaughtering workers

and peasants, and especially Communist

Party members. But feeling their status

threatened by the turn of a wing of the

U.S. rulers toward a policy of “con-

structive engagement" with Castro as a

more effective way to undermine the

Cuban deformed workers stale through

investment, cheap consumer goods and

fomenting internal counterrevolution, the

gusanos' level of hysteria has risen.

The Cuban counterrevolutionaries

came to the U.S. complete with their

own ruling class. They have been given

the run of Miami for decades, replicating

in “Little Havana" a microcosm of what

Cuba was like before the revolution, with

all the attendant corruption, racism and

religious obscurantism. Having been

coddled by the U.S. ruling class for so

long, the gusanos literally don’t get what

country they’re living in, and are widely

perceived as an alien irritant on the

American body politic. In the EliSn case,

their hubris got a little out of hand as

they blatantly flouted the authority of the

federal government: rabid gusano Miami
mayor Joseph Carollo openly vowed to

defy the Feds. After the raid he fired the

city manager for refusing to sack the

police chief (who resigned the next day),

who had failed to alert the mayor of

the planned raid. The police chief had

also had the temerity to arrest several

hundred rioters the day after the raid.

The government’s raid was a reminder

by the American bourgeoisie to the

Miami gusanos of who’s the boss and

who pays the bills.

The hypocrisy of the racist U.S. ruling

continued on page 9
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Twenty-Fifth Anniversary

Vietnam Was a Victory!

Two, Three, Many Defeats

forJj.S. Imperialism!

All IndochinA»*£
Go Corn”u*'}Lum

Foreign Languages Press

Heroic Vietnamese workers and peasants inflicted stunning battlefield defeat
fought for victory to the Vietnamese Revolution.

In celebrating the 25lh anniversary uf
the military victory of the Vietnamese
workers and peasants against U.S. impe-
rialism and its South Vietnamese puppet
forces, we reprint an excerpt from our
statement hailing the entry of the North
Vietnamese military and the South Viet-

namese National Liberation Front into

Saigon on 30 April 1975 ("Capitalist

Class Rule Smashed in Vietnam. Cambo-
dia!" WV No. 68. 9 May 1975). This

was a victory for the exploited and
oppressed internationally, serving to stay

the hand of blood-soaked American
imperialism around the world. Today,

the vengeful U S. rulers seize on the

anniversary for a vindictive display

of imperialist arrogance, recirculating

their lying war propaganda about Viet-

namese "atrocities." In response to a
rabid diatribe by Senator John McCain
during his recent visit to Ho Chi Minh
City, a Vietnamese Foreign Ministry spokes-

woman bitterly slated: "It runs counter

to the norms of morality that those peo-

ple who brought bombs and shells to sow
death among our people and wreak
havoc with a country now pass them-

selves off as having the right to criticize

their victims-cum-saviors."

In their relentless drive to strangle the

Vietnamese Revolution, the U S. rulers

subjected the devastated country to an

imperialist embargo. Washington helped

arm the genocidal Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge
in Cambodia after his ouster by Viet-

namese forces in 1979. which ended a

reign, marked by mass murder and
wholesale destruction of urban areas,

that proved to be not even the most

deformed type of workers slate. Partic-

ularly following the destruction of the

Soviet Union in 1991-92, which deprived

Vietnam of an economic and military

lifeline, the Hanoi Stalinist regime has
responded to imperialist pressure by pur-

suing "market reforms" and inviting for-

eign investment. Today as before, it is the

duty of the international proletariat to

extend unconditional military defense to

the Vietnamese deformed workers state

against imperialist attack and internal

counterrevolution.

On April 30 the armed forces of the

Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV)
and the National Liberation Front (NLF)
rode triumphantly into Saigon as leaders

of the defeated puppet regime and the

South Vietnamese bourgeoisie fled the

country by every available means. The
military victory of the DRV/NLF marks
the end of 30 years of civil war against

colonialism and imperialism and their

local allies. It means the overthrow of
capitalist rule in South Vietnam, a his-

toric conquest for the working people

of the entire world and one which must

WV Photo

against U.S. imperialism. Spartacists

be unconditionally defended by class-

conscious workers against imperialist

attack.

We hail this stunning defeat of U.S.

imperialism, the first in a major war dur-

ing this century, and greet the victory of

our class brothers and sisters in Indochina

with internationalist proletarian solidar-

ity. The struggle against the imperialists'

Vietnam war has also been a major task of

socialists in the imperialist centers, dom-
inating the political experience of a whole

generation of young aspiring revolution-

aries. And it is as fellow combatants in

the international class struggle that we
warn the Indochinese masses that they

must place no confidence in their Stalin-

ist leaders.

The victory in Vietnam, like that in

Cambodia two weeks earlier when
the Khmer Rouge took Phnom Penh,

belongs to the heroic worker and peasant

fighters in Indochina who have struggled

resourcefully and tenaciously for decades

in order to break the grip of imperialist

domination and capitalist exploitation on
the peninsula. But while a victorious

social revolution has occurred, the strug-

gle to establish revolutionary and interna-

tionalist workers states in the region is far

from over. A phantom coalition with

venal rightist generals and a playboy

"neutralist” continues to "rule” in Vien-

tiane. although it is clear to all that it

Telegram to

Ho Chi Minh
This cablegram was sent on the day
the U.S. air attacks against North

Vietnam were begun:

Sunday, 7 February 1965

President Ho Chi Minh,

Democratic Republic of Vietnam

Hanoi, North Vietnam

Spartacist in fullest solidarity

with defense of your country

against attack by United States

imperialism. Heroic struggle of

Vietnamese working people fur-

thers the American revolution.

Spartacist Editorial Board

could be quickly eliminated by a resolute

offensive of the Pathet Lao.

Meanwhile, in Cambodia and Vietnam
(both North and South) political power is

not in the hands of the working masses, ex-

pressed by democratic rule through so-

viets (workers councils) as was achieved

by the Russian Revolution of 1917 Nor is

there in Indochina today a Bolshevik

party which could lead the revolutionary

struggle forward by extending it interna-

tionally to the centers of world capital-

ism. The new Stalinist rulers in Phnom
Penh and Saigon are as committed to the

treacherous policy of "peaceful coexis-

tence" with imperialism as those in Mos-
cow and Peking, or Hanoi and Havana.

Instead, what has been created in South

Vietnam and Cambodia are deformed
worker states, qualitatively equivalent to

the degenerated workers state which
emerged in Russia w ith the consolidation

of the Stalin-led bureaucracy The ruling

bureaucracies of the defomied workers
slates are narrowly nationalist in outlook,

attempting to balance precariously be-

tween imperialism and the working class.

Based on the property forms of a workers

slate, they occasionally put up a limited

and distorted defense of the social con-

quests achieved by the overthrow of cap-

italism in order to preserve their own
privileged position.

But because their rule is based on the

political expropriation of the working
class, these petty-bourgeois bureaucratic

castes are incapable of mobilizing the

proletarian masses for an international

revolutionary assault on the bastions of
world capitalism, since it would simulta-

neously mean their own demise. The Sta-

linist rulers in Hanoi, Saigon and Phnom
Penh must be overthrown by a workers’

political revolution led by a Trotskyist

party in order to establish the organs of
proletarian democracy and open the road

to socialism. All Indochina Must Go
Communist!

1985 MOVE Massacre: We Will Not Forget
On 13 May 1985, the Philadelphia Police Depart-

ment under black Democratic Party mayor Wilson

Goode—conspiring with the FBI, the Bureau

of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and Ronald

Reagan’s White House—perpetrated racist mass

murder against the MOVE organization, killing

eleven black people, including five children, and

setting an entire black neighborhood ablaze.

After hundreds of cops had laid siege to the

MOVE home on Osage Avenue, firing thousands

of rounds, a police helicopter dropped a bomb onto

the house while a barrage of bullets forced those

attempting to escape back inside the inferno. This

act of calculated murder was the culmination of

years of harassment, beatings, arrests and police

assaults against MOVE members who only wanted

to defend their rights to exist and practice their

beliefs in Philadelphia.

The sole adult survivor of the attack. Ramona
Africa, was then railroaded to prison for seven

years To this day, eight MOVE members still lan-

guish in prison, convicted on trumped-up charges
following a 1978 cop assault on MOVE’S former
home in Powelton Village. Mumia Abu-Jamal cou-
rageously spoke out in MOVE'S defense at the time
and became a MOVE supporter. Mumia was rail-

roaded to death row four years later, after an FBI/
cop vendetta going back to the time when he was a

spokesman for the Black Panther Party in the late

1 960s. Free Mumia! Free all the MOVE prisoners!

Just as the racist murder of MOVE members in

1985 was the signature of the Republican Reagan
administration, so the 1993 massacre of more than

80 men. women and children of the integrated

Branch Davidian religious commune outside Waco.
Texas remains the signature of the Democratic Clin-

ton administration. As part of our struggle to build

the multiracial workers party needed to lead

the socialist revolution that will sweep away this

entire racist capitalist system, we are committed to

searing the memory of these atrocities into the con-
sciousness of all working people and the oppressed.
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Chinese Miners Revolt

Against “Market Reforms”
For Unconditional Military Defense of China Against

Imperialism, Capitalist Counterrevolution!

For Proletarian Political Revolution to Oust Stalinist Bureaucracy!

When reports of an uprising in late

February by laid-oft Chinese miners in

the town of Yangjiazhangzi surfaced ear-

lier this month, the capitalist media inter-

nationally expressed alarm over mount-

ing labor struggles in China. An editorial

in the New York Times (7 April), mouth-

piece of the U.S bourgeoisie, cynically

acknowledged that “the current phase of

selling off state factories and mines is

creating hardships for many longtime

employees” and lectured Beijing that it

“should heed the message from Yangjia-

zhangzi.” The imperialist rulers rightly

see the resistance of the Chinese prole-

tariat to the ravages of “market reforms”

as the chief obstacle to their schemes for

the capitalist reconquest of the Chinese

bureaucratically deformed workers state.

The scale of that working-class resis-

tance was evident in the revolt by some
20,000 workers and their families in

Yangjiazhangzi, located 250 miles north-

east of Beijing. The upheaval began when

workers at a huge state-owned molyb-

denum mine which had been shut down
in November massed at the enterprise

headquarters, demanding to speak to

plant managers about thc.i paltry sever-

ance pay—$68 for every year of service

in the mines. The managers tailed to show
up. and a speech by the town's mayor

only infuriated the workers more. Miners

and their families took to the streets, set-

ting up barricades, burning cars, smash-

ing the windows of government buildings

and setting oil drums ablaze.

Authorities moved cautiously lest the

workers decide to use the stock of dyna-

mite in the mine to defend themselves.

For two days, the workers battled the

People's Armed Police, a force created in

the mid-1980s specifically to put down
growing social unrest Finally, army
units were brought in. firing live ammu-
nition over protesters' heads and quelling

the rebellion.

Sixty-eight dollars can barely support

a family of three for a month even in this

economically depressed region, yet work-

ers also have to pay for their own pension

benefits and health insurance out of that

money. A man who worked in the mine
for 35 years along with his wife estimates

that their severance pay will last about ten

months. “After that, what am I going to

do? How are we going to eat?"

Last year, Chinese premier /.hu Rongji

pointed to the mine as a prime example
of a money-losing enterprise that would
have to be shut down But the mine is

“unprofitable" only by the measure of a

capitalist market. Molybdenum is a valu-

able metal used to toughen steel, and the

mine's managers have been enriching

themselves by taking over parts of the

mine or piecing off other parts to their

cronies. One worker bitterly recounted:

“They have sold parts of the mine to

their friends. They have sold all the

mine's trucks But we haven't seen this

money.... They cat it and drink it away"
(Washington Post, 5 April).

The deepening of "free market" meas-

ures is setting the stage for a monumen-
tal clash between the Stalinist bureauc-

racy and the proletarian and peasant

masses. The Chinese Labor Ministry re-

ports more than 120.000 labor disputes

last year— 14 times more than 1992

—

from petitions to strikes (Japan Times, 25

April). A senior police official in the cen-

tral province of Anhui reports that it is

now common to see "workers collectively

besieging enterprise leaders, hurling

abuse at them, and even detaining them

under duress." In December, a thousand

miners fought with police and blocked a

railway line in northern China to protest

not having been paid in months. Around

the same time, 2,000 retired steel workers

in the southwestern city of Chongqing

(Chungking) closed off the main road to

the steel mill to protest cuts in pensions.

In the vast rural hinterland, the immiser-

ation of the poor peasantry, as a result of

(he decollcctivization of agriculture in the

late 1970s, and the growing class divide

with the creation of a class of rich fann-

ers have led to rampant attacks on tax col-

lectors and other officials.

In its article on the Yangjiazhangzi

revolt, the Washington Post wrote that it

was "severe for a disturbance in a Chi-

nese city but was indicative of unrest

bedeviling the Communist Party" and

observed that “in the countryside, how-

ever. authorities appear more willing to

order security services to smash protests

and lire on demonstrators." This is a stark

indication of the fragility of the bureau-

cratic caste in the face of an aroused pro-

letariat, which has already shown its

potential to win over entire sections of the

conscript army of the deformed workers

state in struggle against the Stalinist

regime. When the working people entered

into the student demonstrations centered

on Tiananmen Square in May-June 1989,

marking an incipient political revolution,

both officers and ranks of numerous
People’s Liberation Army regiments re-

fused orders to suppress the protests,

forcing the regime to bring in other units

to crush the workers' uprising.

The bureaucracy which is paving the

way for capitalist counterrevolution is

simultaneously preparing the ground for

a new revolutionary proletarian explo-

sion—not a social revolution which

would overturn the economic foundations

of society as in 1949 but a political revo-

lution to oust the parasitic ruling oligar-

chy and to place political power in the

hands of workers, soldiers and peasants

councils (soviets). The urgent task facing

the Chinese proletariat is to build a

Leninist-Trotskyist party as part of a

reforged Trotskyist Fourth International,

to prepare and lead this political revolu-

tion, standing at the head of the masses

and directing the spontaneous and local-

ized workers’ struggles toward the seizure

of political power.

Since the destruction of the Soviet

Union, the international proletariat has

been thrown back economically and

politically by the bourgeois onslaught and

triumphalism over the so-called "death of

communism" Proletarian political revo-

lution in China—premised on defense

of the planned, collectivized economy
which is the social foundation of the

workers state—would have a tremendous

impact in reversing this assault, reverber-

ating among the proletariat from Indone-

sia and South Korea to Japan—the indus-

trial powerhouse of Asia—and the U.S. It

would revive the working people of

Russia who have been ground down by

nearly a decade of capitalist counterrevo-

lution. At the same time, a revolutionary

China of workers and peasants councils

would face virulently hostile imperialist

reaction The International Communist
League fights to reforge the Fourth Inter-

national. world party of socialist revolu-

tion. to lead the overthrow of capitalist

class rule internationally, smashing the

imperialist system and laying the material

basis for the development of China in a

socialist Asia.

China on the Brink

Some of the Yangjiazhangzi miners

understand that their layoffs and looming

impoverishment stem from the “market

reforms" imposed by the Beijing regime,

which are undermining the gains of the

1949 Chinese Revolution That revolu-

tion liberated the country from capitalist

exploitation and imperialist subjugation,

ushering in a planned, collectivized

economy which guaranteed workers life-

time employment and social benefits

—

the "iron rice bowl." State enterprises

provide workers not only with a liveli-

hood but with housing, medical care and

schooling for their families. Thus the pri-

vatization, closure or retrenchment of

state-owned factories, mines and other

enterprises threatens workers with utter

destitution "We miners have been work-

ing here for China, for the Communist

Party, since the revolution." said one

worker. "And now suddenly my part of

the mine is private." These workers

understand that such state property

belongs to the working people. Who gave

the managers the right to sell it off?

It is crucial to understand that the 1 949

Revolution was deformed from its incep-

tion under the rule of Mao Zedong's

bureaucracy, patterned after the Stalinist

bureaucracy in the USSR which usurped

power in a political counterrevolution in

1924. Mao's regime excluded the prole-

tariat from political power and based

itself on Stalin’s nationalist dogma of

building “socialism in a single country

That meant accommodation to world im-

perialism and opposition to the struggle

for socialist revolution in other countries.

This nationalist perspective is expressed

today in the Stalinist regime’s embrace of

the offshore Chinese bourgeoisie in the

name of forging a “greater China.”

The Stalinist bureaucracy is not a pos-

sessing class but a parasitic caste: resting

on the proletarian property forms, the

bureaucracy simultaneously acts as a

transmission belt for the pressures of the

capitalist world market on the deformed

workers state. In response to those impe-

rialist pressures, which have sharply

increased following capitalist restoration

in the former Soviet Union, the bureauc-

racy has expanded the “market reforms"

initiated by Deng Xiaoping in the late

1970s. Recently, the pace of privatization

and retrenchment of state-owned enter-

prises has accelerated in anticipation of

entry into the World Trade Organization

(WTO), a move which if implemented

would open China to a greater degree of

import competition from Western and

Japanese multinationals and also to for-

eign investment in certain industries. We
fight against imperialist penetration of the

Chinese deformed workers state and

defend the state monopoly of foreign

trade.

Writing of the Soviet Stalinist bureauc-

racy in The Revolution Betrayed (1937),

Leon Trotsky noted: “It continues to pre-

serve state property only to the extent that

it fears the proletariat.” Faced with boil-

ing anger at the base, the Beijing bureauc-

racy has trod warily, imprisoning or even

executing some officials for blatant cor-

ruption and occasionally reversing some
of its own proposed “free market” meas-

ures. An article in the New York Times ( 16

April) on a joint venture between Volks-

wagen and the Shanghai municipal gov-

ernment complained:
"China continues to shelter many of its

industries from true competition, in turn

perpetuating too many factories and poor
management Though the government
warns that China’s state-owned compa-
nies must prepare for global competition,

most sectors of the economy remain
stuck in their socialist past."

The U.S. and the other major capital-

ist powers are intent on a capitalist coun-

terrevolution which would entail the sup-

pression of the Chinese proletariat in

blood and the smashing of the Commu-
nist Party-dominated state apparatus. To
that end, while pursuing “constructive

engagement" with the Beijing regime
with the aim of furthering economic pen-

etration, Washington brandishes its mili-

tary might against China and sponsors a

range of forces

—

from the CIA's “Free

Tibet" crowd to pro-imperialist "dissi-

dents"—aimed at fomenting counterrev-

olution from within. The U.S. is propos-

ing a "theater missile defense" in Fast

Asia which would target the Chinese and
North Korean deformed workers states in

the first instance, and has maintained

capitalist Taiwan over the past 50 years

as a bulwark against China.

The Trotskyist ICL fights for the

unconditional military defense of China
and the other deformed workers states

—

North Korea, Vietnam and Cuba

—

against

imperialist attack and internal counterrev-

olution. As stated in the ICL's "Declara-

Wo-Lap Lam/Asiaweek

State-owned auto factory in China. Workers in state industry are in forefront of

struggle against ravages of "market reforms.”
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tion of Principles and Some Elements of
Program (Spartacist [English-language
edition) No. 54. Spring 1998):

"Our position flows from the proletarian
class character of these states, embodied
in the collectivized property relations—
nationalized property, planned economy,
monopoly of foreign trade and banking,
etc.—established by social revolutions
that destroyed capitalism. Despite the
bureaucratic deformations of these states,
our defense of them against the class
enemy is unconditional, i.c., it does not
depend on the prior overthrow of the Sta-
linist bureaucracies, nor docs it depend
upon the circumstances and immediate
causes of the conflict."

Beware Imperialism s
Labor Front Men!

A key role in U S. imperialism’s coun-
terrevolutionary drive is played by the

AFL-CIO labor bureaucracy, whose anti-

communist operations against militant

unions in Latin America. South Korea
and elsewhere earned it the epithet

“AFL-CIA” throughout the Third World.
This goes hand in hand with the labor

tops’ class collaboration in the U.S.,

where they act as the capitalists' political

police inside the unions.

In East Europe and the former USSR,
these "labor lieutenants" of American im-
perialism promoted and helped organize

"free trade unions" as battering rams
for capitalist restoration. In the early

1980s, the AFL-CIO bureaucracy acted as

a conduit to fund Polish Solidarno&5, a

phony “union" which spearheaded capi-

talist counterrevolution in East Europe.

Later, in the Soviet Union. AFL-CIO
operatives sought to channel working-
class discontent over Mikhail Gorba-
chev's market-oriented perestroika "re-

forms” into support to anti-Communist

demagogue Boris Yeltsin. Yeltsin’s pro-

imperialist coup in August 1991 cul-

minated over the following months, in

the absence of mass working-class resis-

tance. in capitalist counterrevolution.

Capitalist counterrevolution in the

Soviet degenerated workers state and the

deformed workers states of East Europe,

prepared by decades of Stalinist misrule,

has brought mass unemployment, falling

life expectancy, increasing immisera-

tion and social degradation. It has also

emboldened the imperialist exploiters in

attacking the working people and minor-

ities in the U.S. and other capitalist coun-

tries. It is in the direct class interest of the

proletariat in the U.S. and internationally

to oppose the imperialists’ drive to recon-

quer China for capitalist exploitation.

The American labor tops are trying to

repeat in China the scenario played out in

East Europe and the ex-USSR. A key

agency in this regard is the American
Center for International Labor Solidarity

(ACILS). According to one of its Wash-
ington paymasters, the National Endow-
ment for Democracy, in China the ACILS
has “helped labor groups and under-

ground activists educate workers about

their rights"

—

i.e., organizing counterrev-

olutionary "free trade unions." Mean-
while, back home the AFL-CIO tops are

in the vanguard of protectionist and anti-

Communist opposition to China’s entry

into the WTO. joining with liberal Dem-
ocrats. right-wing Republicans and incip-

ient clerical-fascist Pat Buchanan.

It won’t be easy for the "AFL-CIA"
to sell American “free enterprise” to

Chinese workers. Many workers in East

Europe and the former Soviet Union
bought the lie peddled by the likes of Yel-

tsin and Solidarnos'd leader Lech Walesa
that “free market" capitalism would bring

unparalleled prosperity and living stan-

dards comparable to West Europe and
North America. But many Chinese work-
ers have already experienced the miseries

of "free market” exploitation, slaving in

large plants owned by Western and Japa-

nese firms and offshore Chinese business-

men or in sweatshop operations often run

by native-born exploiters, where condi-
tions are generally far worse than those in

state-owned enterprises.

A major concentration of privately

owned factories producing textiles,

clothing and other light manufactures

is located in the Pearl River delta

in Guangdong province opposite Hong

Kong. Workers in the "Special Economic
Zones" (SEZs), mainly young women
from the countryside, slave in these fac-

tories 12 hours a day. seven days a week.

Their salary is often withheld for the first

six months and forfeited altogether if

they leave before a year! China’s laws

stipulate that overtime is limited to 36
hours a week and must be paid at a rate

50 percent higher than regular time. But
the bosses in these factories openly flout

the country’s labor laws, bribing govern-

ment officials for this privilege. Such
conditions are only a small taste of what
the Chinese masses would face under

capitalist rule, which would qualitatively

extend and deepen the exploitation and
immiseration now being experienced by
workers in the SEZs.

It is telling that even anti-Communist

“dissidents” feel compelled to criticize

"free market" capitalism in order to gain

the bureaucracy without the sympathy

and support of the peasant masses, espe-

cially the rural youth who make up a

majority of China’s conscript army.

The drive toward capitalist restoration

has led to increasing immiseration of

both rural toilers and the urban indus-

trial proletariat. Bankrupted peasants and

youth who cannot find a livelihood in the

rural areas have flooded into cities look-

ing for work—a vast army of migrant

labor estimated at up to 130 million peo-

ple! Lacking official household registra-

tion (hukou ). migrants are not entitled to

the housing, medical care and schooling

for their children available to legal urban

residents. Most migrants are men who
leave their wives and children in the vil-

lages and try to eke out a living in the

cities by taking the most menial jobs.

These developments have acted to

create a major division within the work-

Entry of working
class into student
protests in

Tiananmen Square,
1989, signaled
incipient proletarian

political revolution.

a sympathetic hearing from Chinese
workers. A prime example is Han Dong-
fang, a Hong Kong-based “labor organ-

izer” with a regular program on the CIA-
funded Radio Free Asia. Han denounces
the Clinton administration from the right

for “de-linking trade from human rights

issues." Yet this bellicose anti-Communist

hypocritically pays lip service to the

intense hostility among Chinese workers

to privatizing the economy, writing that

he does not believe “large-scale and rapid

privatisation is the only way forward for

the reform process” ( China Labour Bul-

letin, September/October 1997).

Han and his ilk posture as defenders of

the economic interests of the Chinese
workers, condemning the official All-

China Federation of Trade Unions for

failing to defend the workers. Indeed, this

adjunct of the Stalinist bureaucracy does

not defend the interests of Chinese work-

ers. But what Han stands for is the smash-
ing of the Chinese deformed workers

state and the introduction of brutal capi-

talist exploitation throughout the country.

Forge a Leninist-Trotskyist Party!

A proletarian political revolution will

begin under the banner of struggles

against social inequality and political

oppression, as in 1989. The struggle for

freedom of the trade unions—based on
the defense of socialized property—as

well as for the right of assembly and
freedom of the press, will unfold as part

of the fight for soviet democracy, for the

formation of workers councils opposing
the bureaucratic parasites and suppress-

ing counterrevolutionary elements. The
central question is that of revolutionary

leadership, which cap only be resolved

by forging a Leninist-Trotskyist party to

bring revolutionary socialist conscious-

ness to the working class. Such a party

would combat Han chauvinism and

imbue the proletariat with the under-

standing that it must fight for the inter-

ests of all the oppressed—from women
to homosexuals to the poor peasantry

and migrant workers.

Workers in the state sector, currently

in the forefront of the labor struggles,

constitute a majority of the Chinese pro-

letariat. But two-thirds of the population

still lives in the countryside as peasant

smallholders or is otherwise engaged in

the agricultural economy. The working

class cannot wrest political power from

ing class as many urban workers are

contemptuous of the rural migrants

and also fearful that they will take their

jobs because the migrants are desperate

enough to work for next to nothing.

Meanwhile, millions of migrants are

rounded up and forcibly removed to their

villages every year. The unity of the

working class demands the defense of

these migrant workers. The fight to win

for these workers the same legal rights

and benefits as longtime urban residents

could serve as an initial step in the cru-

cially necessary task of linking the

urban-centered proletariat and the peas-

ant masses in struggle against mounting

depredations.

In the countryside, there has emerged
a class of rich farmers— i.e., petty capi-

talists who hire labor and lease addi-

tional land from their neighbors and

have expanded into non-agricultural busi-

nesses—who are a bridge to the capitalist

world market and a dangerous force for

counterrevolution within Chinese society.

The Beijing government itself calculates

that up to ten million peasants will lose

their livelihoods if China enters the WTO
due to increased imports of grain and
other produce, mainly from North Amer-
ica. The capitalists must be driven out of

the SEZs and off the land. This poses the

question of forming workers and peasants

councils to oust the parasitic bureaucracy.

Such councils would recolleclivize agri-

culture. providing cheap credit and farm

equipment to peasants who form cooper-

atives. and reinforce the state monopoly
of foreign trade, a vital means of defend-

Available in Chinese

For a Leninist-Trotskyist Party!

China on the Brink:

Workers Political Revolution
or Capitalist Enslavement?

$1 (24 pages)

Make checks payable/mall to:

Spartacist Publishing Co.. Box 1377
GPO. New York. NY 10116

ing industrial workers and rural toilers

against the predations of world imperial-

ism. Defend and extend the planned, col-

lectivized economy! Expropriate without

compensation the bloodsucking imperial-

ist and offshore Chinese bourgeoisies!

Some Chinese opponents of "market

reforms" uphold Mao’s "socialism” as an

alternative to the present regime. But the

Maoist perversion of socialism was

national economic autarky and primitive

egalitarianism, in which the masses were

equal because all were equally poor.

Writing in the mid- 19th century. Karl

Marx explained that in the absence of an

international socialist society based on

the highest level of technological and

industrial development, “only want will

be generalized, and with want the strug-

gle for necessities begins again, and all

the old crap must revive." Flatly repudi-

ating Marx, the Stalinists preached the

idiocy that socialism could be built in a

single country if only imperialist military

intervention were thwarted. Refuting this

in his 1928 work The Third International

After Lenin, Trotsky wrote:

“The capitalist world shows us by its

export and impori figures that it has other

instruments of persuasion than those of

military intervention. To the extent that

productivity of labor and the productivity

of a social system as a whole are meas-
ured on the market by the correlation of

prices, it is not so much military inter-

vention as the intervention of cheaper
capitalist commodities that constitutes

perhaps the greatest immediate menace to

Soviet economy. This alone shows that it

is by no means merely a question of an
isolated economic victory over ‘one’s

own" bourgeoisie."

In practice, "socialism in one country"

meant opposition to the perspective of

workers revolution internationally. Thus,

like Stalin. Mao sought alliances with

various “anti-imperialist” Third World
bourgeois-nationalist regimes and then

with the imperialists themselves. This

was exemplified by the criminal alliance

of Mao’s China with U.S. imperialism

against the Soviet degenerated workers

state, forged as the U.S. rained bombs
on the heroic Vietnamese workers and
peasants in the early 1970s. In “China on
the Brink" (Spartacist [English-language

edition] No. 53, Summer 1997), we
noted: "China’s alliance with the U.S.,

initiated by Mao and Zhou Enlai, helped

set the stage for Deng’s ‘open door’ to

imperialist exploitation in the next

period. Today, Mao’s heirs don’t even
give lip service to the goals of socialism,

instead openly offering themselves as

compradors (agents) of imperialism."

Opposing workers democracy and in-

ternational extension of the revolution,

both the Soviet and Chinese Stalinists

increasingly opted for capitalist market
measures to spur productivity. The road

of the Stalinist bureaucracy would return

the Chinese masses to the prerevolution-

ary days of impoverishment and imperi-

alist subjugation. The modernization of
China—providing the basis for a decent

life for all its inhabitants on the basis

of access to the advanced technology and
productive resources now concentrated

in North America, West Europe and
Japan—requires proletarian socialist rev-

olution in the imperialist centers, laying

the basis for an internationally planned,

socialist economy. That is the task of
the ICL as it fights to reforge Trotsky’s

Fourth International.
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Young Spartacus

ISO Cold Warriors Squirm Over
The International Socialist Organiza-

lion’s recent set of articles on China,

including "Why China-Bashing Hurls

U.S. Labor” (Socialist Worker

,

3 March),

"We Need International Solidarity

—

China-Bashing Only Hurts Our Move-

ment" (Socialist Worker, 14 April) and

“China and the WTO—Target the Enemy
at Home" ( International Socialist Review,

Spring 2000), could make a reader won-

der what they’re up to, given that the ISO

has never defended China. The organiza-

tion originated in taking the side of

imperialism in its efforts to destroy (he

gains of social revolutions that overthrew

capitalist rule, from Russia in 1917 to

China in 1949. They split from Trot-

skyism at the onset of the Korean War in

1950, abandoning defense of China and

North Korea amid a ruthless U.S. and

British bombing campaign. These fake

socialists are attempting to pul on a left

face in their recent articles by critici/ing

the AFL-CIO’s anti-China campaigns

—

an issue that in the wake of the WTO and

IMF protests has embarrassingly put

them in bed w-iih far-right politicians like

Pat Buchanan, who also call to "spread

the spirit of Seattle." They argue that the

labor bureaucracy is campaigning against

Giase/Seattle Post-Intelligencer

AFL-CIO tops spearheaded anti-

communist crusade against China
at Seattle WTO protests with chau-
vinist signs: "People First Not China
First." SL denounced pro-imperialist
mobilization; ISO hailed it.

Media cant bury import a/ice ol inli WTO di nwnttration

Spread the spirit of Seattle

JSocialis,
Worker] —7 January 2000

China because it is interested in protect-

ing Chinese workers, saying that AFL-
CIO president “Sweeney’s call for keep-

ing China out of the WTO is tied to an

effort to promote labor rights around the

world" (Socialist Worker, 3 March).

In fact, when the AI L-CIO misleaders

brought thousands of unionists to Wash-
ington, D C. on April 12 to protest the

U.S. normalizing trade relations with

China, they expressed both their virulent

ideological anti-Communism and their

chauvinist protectionism, portraying

China as a "rogue stale" whose workers

threaten American jobs. The “rogue state”

language comes straight from the mouths
of U.S government spokesmen as a code

China-Bashing
word for any country which the U.S. aims

to destroy, usually by the bloodiest of

means. Revolutionary Marxists oppose

and actively fight against imperialist

economic penetration of the Chinese

deformed workers stale. China’s entry

would be an attack on what remains of the

state monopoly of foreign trade, under-

mining the economic foundations of the

collectivized economy and further en-

couraging internal counterrevolutionary

forces.

Sweeney’s protectionist call posits that

the U.S. is a model defender of “human
rights" that should spread its "democ-

racy” throughout the world. The only

thing the U.S. ruling class spreads is

imperialist exploitation and plunder,

backed by its military might. This ideol-

ogy of “human rights" imperialism is

used to tic workers to support of their

own bourgeoisie in preparation for new
imperialist wars. And siding with U.S.

imperialism against China is a program

to bring misery and starvation to Chinese

workers and peasants. While the ISO

pleads with U.S. imperialism to regulate

away sweatshops—an impossibility in

and of itself—a counterrevolution in

China would turn the entire nation into

one big sweatshop So when the ISO says

that “the best way to help Chinese work-

ers win their rights is to organize solidar-

ity—not to unite with U.S. politicians to

bash China” ( Socialist Worker, 14 April),

they try to disappear the fact that their

opposition to the defense of China

against imperialism means delivering

Chinese workers into the hands of those

who intend to bring back capitalist

exploitation.

The question for China is imminently

posed; after 50 years of imperialist encir-

clement and two decades of “market

reforms,” China is at a crossroads. The
Stalinist bureaucracy today offers its

services as brokers to the imperialists

and offshore Chinese bourgeoisie but is

constrained by fear of the working class,

w'hich mill lantly continues to resist the

attacks on its jobs and living standards.

We Trotskyists fight for unconditional

military defense of China against im-

perialist attack and internal capitalist

counterrevolution. What is urgently

needed is a Leninist-Trotskyist party in

China which can lead the working class

in struggle to defend the gains of the Rev-

olution and to oust the Stalinist bureauc-

racy through a political revolution

The ISO peddles the lie that the April

12 demonstration was an effort to pro-

mote labor rights and offers only one

criticism that "focusing on China alone

puts legitimate concerns about labor and

human rights at the service of right-wing

China hashers like Sen. Jesse Helms”
(Socialist Worker, 31 March). They
worry that it is bad publicity for the

AFL-CIO bureaucracy (and the ISO) to

be in bed with Buchanan and Helms.

Having hailed the protectionist, viru-

lently anti-Communist protests against

the WTO and IMF. the ISO wants to

distance itself from the Republican wing
of the leadership of these mobilizations.

They admonish the union lops that

the April 12 rally was “full of anti-

communist rhetoric that could only

warm the hearts of the Republican right-

wingers who want a new Cold War with

China" (Socialist Worker, 28 April).

This is exquisite, coming from an

organization whose slock in trade for

decades has been to put a "socialist" face

on the Cold War anti-Communist cru-

sade of the U.S. bourgeoisie, especially

as purveyed by the pro-capitalist U.S.

labor bureaucracy. Throughout the Cold

unions are the Democrats’ most active

constituency, and their efforts against

China have split the party in an election

year. The ISO worries that the labor

bureaucracy is straying too far from the

Democratic fold: "AFL-CIO officials

announced that they were willing to work

with union-hating Republican members

of Congress in order to block China’s

entry” (Socialist Worker, 3 March). And

the ISO even complains that Clinton

is too soft on China: "In 1991, presiden-

tial wannabe Bill Clinton attacked then-

Presidcnt Bush for ‘coddling dictators'

and maintaining trade relations with

China. But after posing as labor's friend

AFL-CIO president
John Sweeney

with Vice President
Al Gore at 1996

Democratic
convention.

War, the “labor rights” the AFL-CIO
promoted internationally were the

“rights" of U.S. imperialism to break up

militant labor organizing efforts and have

labor leaders jailed by repressive U.S.

client regimes, work that earned the

AFL-CIO the nickname “AFL-CIA"
throughout the Third World. The Ameri-

can labor bureaucracy did the bidding

of the U.S. government in fighting to

destroy the Soviet Union, supporting

and funding Polish Solidamotfd as a "free

trade union” to spearhead capitalist

counterrevolution and promoting all

manner of pro-Western “Soviet dissi-

dents" and reactionary nationalist agita-

tors in East Europe.

Groups like the ISO and other social-

democratic outfits followed along in

anti-Communist fervor behind the

“labor” face of their "ow'n" bourgeoisie,

cheering for Solidarnos'd counterrevolu-

tion and embracing the “democracy” of

the rapacious U.S. imperialist rulers.

The ISO enthused over the final destruc-

tion of the USSR, which enormously
increased the dangers of imperialist eco-

nomic penetration and capitalist counter-

revolution in the remaining deformed
workers states, including China, writing:

"Communism has collapsed ... It is a

fact that -should have every socialist

rejoicing" ( Socialist Worker
|
Britain I, 31

August 1991). Apparently, after the dev-

astating consequences of the counterrevo-

lution in Russia, with mass pauperization

and the destruction of the country’s basic-

infrastructure visible to all, the ISO feels

constrained to conceal its years of ser-

vice to the imperialists’ Cold War.

It is no accident that the ISO Cold
Warriors arc attempting to distinguish

Sweeney’s China-bashing from that of

the Republicans at a time when labor’s

protectionist campaigns are "deeply wor-

rying for Democrats," as the New York

Times (12 April) notes, because the

and being elected to the While House,

Clinton quickly dropped any idea of sanc-

tions against China and adopted Bush's

policy” (International Socialist Review,

Spring 2000).

At bottom the ISO is simply asking

the labor bureaucrats to be kinder to

the Democrats. And they write: "If the

AFL-CIO is serious about fighting for

labor rights, it’s got to face the fact that

the main enemy is at home” (Socialist

Worker, 3 March). This famous procla-

mation by Karl Liebknecht is an admoni-

tion to oppose one’s “own” ruling class.

It is entirely ludicrous to appeal in such

terms to the AFL-CIO tops, who func-

tion internationally as the agents of the

“main enemy at home.” As Lenin taught

us, the pro-capitalist labor bureaucrats

are a "labor aristocracy” bribed out of

the profits of imperialist plunder.

When revolutionary Marxists say "the

main enemy is at home.” we express our

perspective of mobilizing the proletariat

in revolutionary struggle to smash the

power of our "own" bourgeoisie, the

richest and most dangerous imperialist

force on the face of the earth. This

involves breaking with the Democrats
and forging a class-struggle leadership in

the unions. It also means the uncondi-

tional military defense of revolutionary

conquests already won. such as continue

to exist in China, as part of the fight for

the socialist conquest of power by the

proletariat worldwide, which will lay the

material basis to ending (he poverty, dis-

ease and social oppression that imperial-

ism inflicts on millions around the

world. While the ISO seeks to line up

youth to be waterboys for the reactionary

AFL-CIO bureaucracy which itself lines

up behind the counterrevolutionary aims

of U.S. imperialism, the Spartacus Youth

Clubs fight to win youth to a program of

working-class revolution against U.S.

imperialism.
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Young Spartacus

Revolutionary Marxism vs. flnarchoid Anti-Communism

Noam Chomsky: Imperialism's

"Armchair Anarchist

"

On the 1991 Gulf War:

“If the goal had been to secure Iraq's withdrawal

from Kuwait, settle regional issues, and move
towards a more decent world, then Washington
would have followed the peaceful means prescribed

by international law: sanctions and diplomacy.”

"The Gulf Crisis,” Z Magazine, February 1991

On U.S./NATO “peacekeeping”
forces going into Bosnia in 1995
under United Nations authorization:

m “I probably would have voted for

| sending the troops."

| Class Warfare, 1996

Karen Robinson Reuters

The sanctions Chomsky called for have killed over one and a half million Iraqis, depriving them of food and medicine

(left). August 1995: British soldiers in Sarajevo fire at Bosnian Serb positions.

We reprint below an April 25 leaflet by

the Boston Spartacist l.eague/Spa rtacus

Youth Club distributed ut Chomsky's

recent talks in Boston and New York.

Just as the slimiest rocks are revealed

only by low tides, so it is only (he low

level of class struggle today that allows

Boston's prominent academic Noam
Chomsky, a liberal dressed in anarchoid

clothing, to appear to students as some
son of ‘Tadical’' pole of attraction. Chom-
sky is full of self-congratulation for his

incredible bravery in publishing some

criticisms of the more bloody excesses of

U.S. military and foreign policy, along

with endlessly explicating his amazing

discovery that politicians actually lie. But

much is always forgiven those who. like

Chomsky, line up faithfully with their

own ruling class on the key loyalty test

for Americans: better hate the Reds if you

want to get ahead. The red-baiting profes-

sor and his ilk spit on every social revo-

lution including the Bolshevik Revolution

led by Lenin and Trotsky. “If the left is

understood to include 'Bolshevism,' then

I would flatly dissociate myself from the

left. Lenin was one of the greatest ene-

mies of socialism, in my opinion,” says

the anti-Communist Chomsky.
It was Lenin’s Bolsheviks who took

Marxism out of the realm of theory and

gave it flesh and blood, creating the

world’s first workers state, smashing

capitalist exploitation and replacing it

with a collectivized, planned economy,

a world-historic victory. The young revo-

lutionary state was a beacon of hope and

inspiration to the oppressed peoples of

the world; it was haled by the imperial-

ists who worked to destroy it, not only

through direct invasion, but with the

eager assistance of the Chomskys of their

time, like the renegade Karl Kautsky who
likewise raised a hue and cry against the

Bolsheviks for violating "democracy”—
by which of course he meant “bourgeois

democracy,” the class dictatorship of the

capitalists.

Today Chomsky joins the imperialist

bourgeoisie in hailing the capitalist coun-

terrevolution that plunged the former

USSR into misery and fratricidal blood-

letting. staling: “My response to the end

of Soviet tyranny was similar to my reac-

tion to the defeat of Hitler and Mussolini.

In all cases, it is a victory for the human
spirit" (Red <S Black Revolution No. 2.

1996). Fascism itself was the desperate

measure of the tottering bourgeois order

in Europe to try to drown the class strug-

gle in blood and overturn the 1917 Rus-

sian Revolution, that revolution Chomsky
so despises. And it was the Soviet Red
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Army, despite Stalinist misleadership,

which smashed Hitler—and liberated

Nazi death camps like Auschwitz. This

attempt to equate Communism with fas-

cism. the hoary refrain of reactionary

bourgeois apologists, in fact trivializes

the unique and unspeakable crimes of

Hitler’s Holocaust, when millions were

slaughtered in the demented effort to

obliterate whole peoples from the earth.

But that doesn’t seem to bother Chom-
sky, who, exemplifying liberal "even-

handedness," in the early 1980s pub-

licly defended Nazi Holocaust apologist

Robert Faurisson, a French academic.

When criticized by French leftists for

this vile stand. Chomsky sniffed this was

just because they were under the “great

influence of Leninism.”

The destruction of the USSR has

spawned heightened interimperialist rival-

ries and war. The collapse of the USSR's
collectivized economy was a great defeat

for the world working class, the result

of unrelenting imperialist encirclement,

pressure which the Stalinist bureaucracy,

a parasilical caste which usurped political

power from the working class, ultimately

was a product of and capitulated to. It was

we Trotskyists who fought for uncondi-

tional military defense of the USSR
against imperialism. We stood for politi-

cal revolution to oust the Stalinist bureauc-

racy. This is our program today for China.

Cuba, Vietnam and North Korea.

Chomsky, of course, is a hero of the

"Spirit of Seattle" crowd. Those protests

in Seattle were a circus dominated by

national chauvinism, racist protectionism

and counterrevolutionary attacks on the

Chinese deformed workers state. Both

in the Seattle anti-WTO protests and

in the Washington, D.C. April 15-16

anti-IMF/World Bank protests, the pro-

capitalist AFL-CIO labor bureaucracy

manipulated liberal student youth whose
concern for global poverty is mixed with

illusions in the “democratic" nature of

the American state, for their own reac-

tionary ends: chauvinist trade protection-

ism and anti-Communist China-bashing.

Today we continue to unconditionally

militarily defend China against imperial-

ist attack and internal counterrevolution.

based on the gains of the 1949 Chinese

Revolution, which smashed capitalist ex-

ploitation and neocolonial subjugation

in the most populous nation on earth. The

relentless hostile pressure of imperial-

ism has made big inroads into China’s

economy, while Washington pursues a

two-pronged attack, militarily threaten-

ing over Taiwan while pushing China’s

entry into the World Trade Organization

(WTO) in order to promote unbridled

capitalist exploitation within. We call for

working-class political revolution to oust

the treacherous Stalinist bureaucracy

which has ruled China ever since the

1949 Revolution, which created a bureau-

cratically deformed workers state. Only

the working class under authentic com-
munist leadership can defend the collec-

tivized economy, creating a government

based on workers democracy and revolu-

tionary internationalism, which alone can

open the road to socialism.

War is a key test for any self-styled

socialist. At the height of the U.S./NATO

terror bombing of Serbia last spring,

Chomsky, along with his fellow "Social-

ist Scholar” panelists, dutifully kept silent

on the question at the opening discus-

sion of their conference, as Democratic

Socialists of America (DSA) head Bog-

dan Denitch (who supported the bomb-
ing) decreed. In this confab of supposed

socialists, the Spartacus Youth Club rose

in opposition to the bombardment, raising

signs demanding “Defeat U.S. Imperial-

ism Through Workers Revolution!" and

“Defend Serbia Against U.S./NATO
Attack!” Now. a year later, Chomsky just

can’t resist scratching that itch to be an

adviser to the powerful. Speculating on

“Another Way for Kosovo?” (Le Monde
Diplomatique, 14 March), Chomsky ad-

vises that "a serious concern for protect-

ing Kosovars" might have led to more

diplomatic negotiations or even sanc-

tions. He complains, “NATO also made
little effort to pursue other peaceful

means; even an oil embargo, the core of

any serious sanctions regime, was not

considered until after the bombing." So

it's not the supposed war aims of the

NATO imperialist military alliance he

objects to. just the method. Indeed, when
U.S./NATO “peacekeeping" forces went

into Bosnia in 1995 under United Nations

authorization, Chomsky announced "I

probably would have voted for sending

the troops" ( Class Warfare, 1996).

As for Iraq, today Chomsky weeps

crocodile tears over the murderous effects

of UN sanctions, signing "A Call to

Action on Sanctions and the U.S. War
Against the People of Iraq" (8 January

1999). But he supported sanctions in

continued on page 8
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Chomsky...
(continuedfrom page 7)

1991! Chomsky wrote in 1991 on “The

Gulf Crisis": “If the goal had been to

secure Iraq’s withdrawal from Kuwait,

settle regional issues, and move towards

a more decent world, then Washington

would have followed the peaceful means

prescribed by international law: sanctions

and diplomacy” (Z Magazine, February

1991). But sanctions kill and diplomacy is

just war by other means.

Running like a cowardly yellow thread

throughout Chomsky’s critiques of

American policy is a repetitive assurance

(to whom?) that the U.S. "has limited

resources of violence to employ against

relatively privileged groups”; that intel-

lectuals here “will not suffer the fate of

Orwell's Winston Smith or his real life

counterparts.... They will face unpleas-

antness, vilification, a degree of risk,

sometimes loss of substantial privilege,

but not torture, decapitation or psychiat-

ric prison”; that “a feature of American
democracy" is "the inability of the state

to use massive violence against its own
citizens”; and that this is a “society that

lacks the forms of coercion and punish-

ment found elsewhere." So it seems

for this armchair anarchist only some
states—"totalitarian" ones—are founded

on coercion, whereas American “democ-
racy” needs only “ideological control"

of the population by intellectuals. What
reactionary, self-serving nonsense!

This rosy picture is not one any black

person in this viciously racist society

would recognize. As Leninists—and even

consistent anarchists—know, all states

are instruments for the forcible domina-
tion of one class over another, resting on

bodies of armed men to maintain control.

The American state, under its electoral

facade, is an extremely violent terror

machine, with the highest percentage of
its population in prison of any so-called

"Western society." To be considered a

serious presidential candidate, enthusias-

tic participation in a legal lynching is a

requirement, as executions under the bar-

baric death penalty reach new records.

America’s police are armies of occupa-
tion in black, minority and poor city

neighborhoods

—

ask Abner Louima or

Rodney King about torture, ask Amadou

Iraq...
(continuedfrom page 12)

Iraqi hospitals have literally become
holding pens for the dying—the cancer
ward at Saddam Children’s Hospital in

Baghdad has a 100 percent death rate

—

because the UN has deliberately blocked
entry of vital equipment, antibiotics,

painkillers and chemotherapy drugs into

the country. They do this under the

incredible pretext that these medicines
could be used to manufacture “weapons
of mass destruction." The head of the

World Health Organization’s cancer pro-

gram told Pilger that when he returned
from Iraq last year he drew up a list of
drugs needed for cancer treatment: “We
intormed the UN that there was no pos-
sibility of converting these drugs into

chemical warfare agents. We heard noth-
ing more.”

Toxic pollution, malnutrition and lack

of medical care, all attributable to the

bombings and sanctions, have created a

public health crisis. Hospitals have re-

corded a Fivefold increase in cancer,

including the appearance of new types of
cancers. Among the suspected causes for

this explosion in cancer cases is the

highly toxic and radioactive residue of
depleted uranium (DU) ammunition that

was tired by American and British troops
during the 1991 Gulf War. Iraqi doctors
estimate they could treat successfully
fully one-half of the cancer cases if they
only were given the basic medical sup-
plies the embargo has withheld from
them. “Oil for food” provides a pittance

for medical expenditures of only $11 per
person for an entire year!

8

VAAP
Russian factory workers at 1917 May Day demonstration
carried Bolshevik slogans. Five months later, Russian workers
smashed capitalist rule, ripping one-sixth of the globe out of
the sphere of imperialist domination.

Diallo’s surviving parents about murder-

ous police killings. You don't have to be

black, either—remember Waco, where
Clinton and Janet Reno’s federal killers in

the BATF and FBI slaughtered over 80
men, women and children in an integrated

religious commune. Cops regularly seek

to smash workers’ picket lines, too. Even
Boston’s famous fugitive gunrunner

Whitey Bulger knows far better than this

fancy professor what the story is in this

violent society.

Chomsky can even justify imperialist

war if it is carried out with good inten-

tions or by some mythical good world

body which meets the “heavy burden of

proof... in undertaking the threat or use

of force in violation of the principles of

international order.” “In the real world,"

Chomsky informs us with a straight face,

either “the powerful do as they wish" or

else we must set up "some kind of frame-

work of world order, perhaps the U.N.
Charter, the International Court of Jus-

tice, and other existing institutions, or

perhaps something better if it can be

devised and broadly accepted" (The

New Military Humanism: Lessons from
Kosovo, 1999). Anything else, he writes,

is just “abstract discussion" fit only for

"graduate seminars in philosophy." Well,

it was Karl Marx, nemesis of Chomsky’s
hero Bakunin, who pointed out that rights

cannot stand higher than the material con-

ditions for them, and that “‘Liberation’ is

a historical and not a mental act, and it is

brought about by historical conditions."

The world today, outside of the remain-

ing deformed workers states, is domi-
nated by competing imperialist states and

The embargo perpetuates the devasta-

tion of the Gulf War in countless other

ways. Typhoid, cholera and dysentery are

sweeping the country. These deadly infec-

tious diseases were all but eliminated from
Iraq a decade ago. But sewage systems

have collapsed from damage sustained in

the bombings and the absence of any
spare parts for repairs. As a result, raw

sewage collects in the streets and infects

the waterways, triggering outbreaks of

disease. Chlorine to treat the water would
help contain the spread of disease, but the

UN has banned its purchase.

Leftover mines dotting the landscape

of southern Iraq, along the routes where
the U.S. slaughtered thousands of fleeing

Iraqis in 1991, daily kill travelers. The
infrastructure—the bridges, roads, canals,

water filtration and power plants and
communications centers—of the country

is in ruins. The consequence is the com-
plete implosion of the economy, now
marked by widespread poverty, high

unemployment and hyperinflation. Agri-

culture is failing on an unprecedented

scale because the imperialists put "on

hold” fertilizer and seed. The (Turrent

price of staples, such as rice and lentils,

is 1,000 times higher than in 1990. If it

were not for food rationed out by the

regime at 1991 prices, the starvation

would be even more widespread. Mean-
while. wealthy Iraqis among the ruling

capitalist elite get all they desire through

the black market and other means.

When Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright was asked if she thought that

the death of half a million Iraqi children

was a price worth paying, she replied:

“This is a very hard choice, but we think

the price is worth it." The U.S. ruling

class views the Iraqi people with the

same racist contempt with which it views

blacks, Hispanics and other minorities in

this country. America’s rulers have writ-

ten off the entire Iraqi people as “collat-

eral damage” to its deadly designs.

In recent years, a growing number of

liberals in the U.S. have been pushing

for an end to the embargo. But in 1991

the liberals were in the vanguard of those

pushing for sanctions against Iraq as an

“alternative” to war. And the Interna-

tional Socialist Organization dutifully

tailed behind the liberals, endorsing a 26
January 1991 "Campaign for Peace”
march in Washington which called for

UN sanctions against Iraq.

At bottom, these reformists believe the

imperialist ruling class can be pressured

to pursue more “humanitarian" ends. But

imperialism is not a bad “policy” that can

be changed through pressure, as our ref-

ormist opponents on the left pretend It is

a brutal system of oppression, economic
exploitation and military subjugation. As
we declared in a statement of the Sparta-

cist League Political Bureau in response

to one of the many times the U.S. has

threatened or perpetrated mass destruc-

tion in Iraq (WV No. 685, 27 February

1998): "Whether or not America’s capi-

talist rulers decide this time to yet again
rain death and destruction on Iraqi men,
women and children does not change by
one iota the rapacious and murderous
character of this imperialist system"
Against the reformist “socialists" who
perpetuate illusions in “humanitarian
imperialism,” we asserted:

“As Lenin stressed in polemicizing
against similar views advanced by Ger-
man Social Democrat Karl Kautsky.
imperialism is the ‘highest stage of capi-

their occasional junior partners, some-

times allies, sometimes enemies, and

their corrupt neocolonialist regimes,

all armed to the teeth and jockeying for

advantage. Schemes for “world peace”

which leave this system intact are at best

an ivory tower pipe dream; at worst, as

in the Chomsky version, a thin cover for

despair and a fig leaf for continued impe-

rialist plunder.

Actually, the eminent professor has

more in common with his anarchist hero

Mikhail Bakunin than merely rantings

against “Red bureaucracy” and hostility

to Marx and Engels’ historical materialist

understanding that the industrial working

class is the motor force for revolution

against capitalism, which must result in

the "dictatorship of the proletariat" to

ensure the success of the revolution. After

all, Bakunin was the only prominent 19th

century Russian revolutionary to ever

address an abject personal appeal to Tsar

Nicholas I. head of Russia’s absolutist

empire—and not merely when he was in

prison, but upon his release ten years

later, in an 1862 pamphlet: “We should

most gladly of all follow Romanov, if

Romanov could and would transform

himself.... he alone could carry out and

complete a great, peaceful revolution

without shedding one drop of Russian or

Slav blood.” Neither NATO, the UN, the

WTO. the World Bank nor the other agen-

cies of imperialism are any more likely

to "transform themselves” than the Tsar

was. Just as it took Lenin and Trotsky’s

Bolshevik Party, a vanguard party leading

the working class, to create the first rev-

olutionary workers state in history out

of the ruins of the autocratic Russian

empire, so today it will take a revolution-

ary internationalist vanguard party to lead

the fight for successful workers revolu-

tion against rotting American imperial-

ism. That is the fight to which the Sparta-

cist League, American section of the

International Communist League (Fourth

Internationalist) and Spartacus Youth
Clubs are dedicated. Those who set their

sights higher than a comfortable aca-

demic career as an ideologist for the

imperialist war machine should join us in

our fight for a communist future for

humanity.

—25 April 2000
Spartacist League/

Spartacus Youth Club

talism.’ marked by the concentration and
domination of finance capital, the pre-

eminence of the export of capital and
competition among the advanced capital-
ist countries to control markets and
spheres of exploitation. War is a neces-
sary product of the capitalist system

"

The U.S. imperialists paint Saddam
Hussein as “another Hitler." But all the

imperialists’ chatter about “weapons of
mass destruction" in the Iraqi arsenal
serves as a smokescreen to mask the enor-
mous stockpile of chemical, biological
and nuclear weapons amassed by the U.S.

imperialists, the biggest mass murderers
on the planet. The nationalist butcher
Saddam Hussein came to power with the

backing of the U.S. imperialists, who saw
in him a weapon against the combative
Iraqi proletariat. Washington provided
Hussein with arms during his 1980-88
war with rival Iran. Meanwhile, Saddam
Hussein consolidated his rule through
anti-Communist massacres, anti-labor

repression and bloody pogroms of the

Kurds.

It is the task of the Iraqi proletariat,

standing at the head of the oppressed

—

women, ethnic, national and religious
minorities—to sweep away this capitalist

regime through socialist revolution and
establish a socialist federation of the Near
East. Only international socialist revolu-
tion can bring an end to the profit-hungry
imperialist system. The International
Communist League is committed to re-

torging Trotsky's Fourth International as
the world parly of socialist revolution,
which would link the struggle to emanci-
pate the workers and oppressed of the
Near East with the fight to smash capital-
ism in the advanced industrial countries,
particularly the U.S.B
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Mumia...
(continuedfrom page 1

)

(he “respectable”—i.e., losing—bounds

of the capitalist justice system. If we are

to prevail against the powerful forces

who scream for Jamal’s legal lynching,

we need to mobilize the power we have

on our side. The only thing the capitalist

rulers understand is when their profits

are stopped. The social power to do that

resides in the multiracial working class,

with its numbers, organization and

capacity to stop the wheels of produc-

tion. The ranks of labor have got to be

brought out in the streets and in strike

action to demand Mumia’s freedom.

Mobilize Labor/Black Power!

If labor's power is to be brought to

bear in a mighty blow on behalf of

Jamal, it must be mobilized independent

of the very forces of the capitalist state

that have worked for years to frame up

this innocent man. A taste of that power

was seen on the streets of New York City

last October 23, when at least 8,000 peo-

ple, with a solid core of disciplined con-

tingents of trade unionists, rode the KKK
out of town in response to the PDC call

to stop the fascists. Democratic Party

politicos like Al Sharplon, who did all

they could to spike that labor/black

mobilization and give the Klan killers a

free ride, are today among the personal-

ities being featured at a May 7 rally for

Mumia in Madison Square Garden.

What made that victory against the

Klan possible was the Marxist leadership

of the SL and PDC. We warn working

people and anti-racist youth that the cap-

italist Democratic Party is no less an

enemy of labor and black people than the

Republicans. When Mumia’s 1995 death

warrant was stayed by an international

outcry of protest, he wrote: “Let us utilize

this precious time to build a stronger and

broader movement, to not ‘stay’ one exe-

cution, but to halt them all.” To do that

requires a break with the Democratic

Party and the forging of a workers party

to lead a proletarian revolution which

smashes the capitalist state—whose core

consists of the cops, courts and prisons

—

and replaces it with a workers state which

ushers in an egalitarian socialist society.

The death penalty is the ultimate sanction

in the arsenal of capitalist state repres-

sion. We oppose the death penally on

principle: we do not accord the state the

right to decide who shall live and who
shall die.

While supporting all legal actions on

his behalf, since taking up Jamal's cause

over 1 3 years ago, the PDC and SL have

fought for a strategy centered on mobiliz-

ing the power of labor. We have initialed

numerous labor/black mobilizations on

Mumia’s behalf, seeking to imbue the

working class with an understanding of

not only the nature of the capitalist stale

as a force for organized violence against

the exploited and oppressed but also the

unity of the interests of labor and the fight

for black freedom in America.

This perspective is diametrically
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opposed to that of reformists like the

International Socialist Organization

(ISO), Workers World Party (WWP) and

Socialist Action (SA). Renouncing the

fight to win the proletariat to a revolu-

tionary struggle against capitalist injus-

tice and oppression, the ISO, WWP, SA,

et al. preach the reformist notion that the

capitalist state can be pressured to act on

behalf of workers and the oppressed. All

of them endorse the liberal politics of the

upcoming protests. A featured speaker at

numerous past rallies was Ron Hampton,

of the National Black Police Officer’s

Association. These groups would un-

doubtedly tell anti-racist youth that they,

too, support the call to free Mumia now.

But the reformists claim that to build “a

broader and more inclusive movement,”

it is necessary to reach out to the "Amer-

ican mainstream," as Solidarity’s Steve

Bloom put it last year. And how they do

this is to tailor their demands to what’s

acceptable to bourgeois liberals who
want a new trial not to free Mumia. but

to restore the “integrity” of the capitalist

justice system, because Mumia’s original

trial and subsequent Post-Conviction

Relief Appeal under the notorious judge

Sabo was such a blatant travesty, marked

by racist jury-rigging, coercion of wit-

nesses and disappearance of evidence.

They seek to paint the frame-up of Jamal

as a “miscarriage of justice” in the same
way as they try to pass off the heinous

police killing of Amadou Diallo as an

"aberration” in an otherwise just system

of “democracy.”

Break with the Democrats—
Forge a Workers Party!

Unlike social democrats like the ISO

and SA, the Progressive Labor Party does

talk of a “communist revolution" by the

working class. PL’s posture of militant

opposition to racist and capitalist repres-

sion is belied by its gross sectarian refusal

until recently to defend Jamal on the spu-

rious grounds that he is a “black nation-

alist”—i.e., not a member of PL. More
fundamentally, PL despairs of mobilizing

the working class for socialist revolu-

tion—or anything else, for that matter.

Instead, PL pushes liberal anti-racism

—

working in such institutions as the church

and PTA!—and a strategy of individual or

small group actions against the fascists.

On October 23, PL crowed about manag-

ing to land a blow against an isolated

Klansman, while sneering at the mobili-

zation which brought out the thousands of

working people who held the cops at bay

and drove the Klan out. Dismissing the

unions, the mass organizations of the

working class, as “pro-boss," PL consigns

the organized proletariat to a role as pas-

sive observers of its “direct action" antics

and leaves the unions in the hands of the

pro-capitalist misleaders.

We aim to win the vanguard layer of

the working class to an understanding of

the proletariat’s historic role as the cham-

pion of black freedom and the grave-

digger of capitalism. This can happen

only by means of a revolutionary party

utilizing all available methods to raise the

class consciousness of the workers by

increasing their trust in their own forces,

by destroying their illusions, by rein-

forcing their revolutionary will and self-

confidence and by organizing the over-

throw of all the forces standing in the way

of the conquest of power.

Above all, that means a fight to break

the chains forged by the trade-union mis-

leaders that have shackled the unions to

the political parties and the stale agencies

of the enemy class and to expose those

who cover for this class collaboration.

For example, the "Labor Conference for

Mumia” to be held in Oakland on May 12

is endorsed by the Central Labor Coun-

cils of San Francisco and Alameda
County and a range of union officials,

including ILWU longshore union presi-

dent Brian McWilliams. But their aim is

not to mobilize the unions in a class-

Elian...
(continuedfrom page 2)

class is mind-boggling. Senate Republi-

can leader Trent Lott of Mississippi

demanded a Congressional investigation,

thundering that the Miami raid “could

only happen in Castro’s Cuba"—but he’s

proud to speak before gatherings of the

"Council of Conservative Citizens," a

direct descendant of the KKK-infested

White Citizens Councils that terrorized

civil rights activists in the South. "Storm-

troopers!” shrieks notorious New York

City mayor Rudolph Giuliani—whose

“Operation Condor" anti-drug squad

shares its name with Hitler’s Condor
Legion. Just look at New York City,

where Giuliani’s cop commandos—the

racist killers of Amadou Diallo, Malcolm
Ferguson and Patrick Dorismond, to

name only a few of their recent victims

—

routinely kick in doors, beating, terroriz-

ing and killing black and minority people.

Unsurprisingly, as the polls came in

showing that the majority of Americans

approved of the government raid, the

Republicans withdrew their demand for

an investigation.
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struggle fight to free Mumia. but rather

to yoke the unions to the ox-cart of the

Democratic Party liberals, echoing in

their conference call: "Justice Demands
that The Evidence Must Be Heard' " You

can’t mobilize labor strikes for Mumia’s

freedom when you're in bed with the pol-

iticians of the capitalists against whom
those strikes would be directed.

Based on the only significant integra-

tion in racist America—in the workplace

and on the factory floor—the trade unions

have the social power and the potential to

become battalions in the struggle against

racist oppression and exploitation and to

shake the foundations of this decaying

capitalist system. If undertaken with a

mobilization of the union movement, the

fight to free Mumia, to abolish the racist

death penalty, would be a first, giant step

in that direction.*

Our starting point as Marxists is revo-

lutionary proletarian opposition to the

American imperialist bourgeoisie and its

state. In particular, we call for uncondi-

tional military defense of the Cuban
deformed workers state against ravenous

U S. imperialism’s drive for counterrevo-

lution. The seemingly counterposed tac-

tics of the U.S. ruling class are in fact

complementary: to destroy the gains of

the Cuban Revolution through terror, mil-

itary force and economic strangulation; or

(since the former hasn’t worked yet) to

incite counterrevolution from within Cuba
through economic penetration. Either

way. the Cuban Revolution is in grave

danger, more than ever since the collapse

of the Soviet Union cut off the economic

lifeline that helped the Cuban deformed

workers state to survive as long as it has.

We fight for socialist revolution to

bring down the American imperialist

colossus from within. Our job, as revolu-

tionary internationalists, is to build the

Leninist-Trotskyist parties that can over-

throw the capitalist governments of racism

and war all over the world, and especially

here in the U.S Down with the imperial-

ist embargo of Cuba! For workers revolu-

tion throughout the Americas!*
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Rover Auto Workers Demonstration:

Flag-Waving Orgy for British Bosses
The following article, reprinted from

Workers Hammer No. 172 (Spring 2000),

newspaper ofthe Spartacist League/Brit-

ain, concerns the decision byBMW to sell

off British Rover to the Alchemy firm. As
we go to press, Alchemy has pulled out of
the deal, and the Longbridge Rover plant
may now be closed altogether.

With anger mounting among British

auto workers over threatened layoffs and
plant closures, management at the Ford

Dagenham plant is reportedly preparing

to announce the end of production there

next year, prompting a threatened strike

vote by the Transport and General Work-

ers Union. Last October, some 1,000

workers at this plant, nearly halfofwhom
are black or Asian, staged wildcat strikes

against racist intimidation inside the fac-

tory, giving a taste of the social power of
the working (lass. But the trade-union

bureaucracy worked hand in hand with

management to squelch the strikes in

exchange for a promise to set up commit-

tees to "monitor " racial equality.

Today the union tops pursue the

equally futile strategy of seeking to pres-

sure the capitalist Labour government to

keep the plant open. Against the national-

ist protectionism of the Labourite union

tops we fight to unite the British prole-

tariat with its class brothers and sisters

internationally through class struggle

against all the capitalist exploiters For a

Socialist United States of Europe!

WorkersHammer^
German car manufacturer BMW's

decision to sell Rover, which they bought
in 1994, means tens of thousands of job
losses in the West Midlands, the heart of
manufacturing industry in Britain. Long-
bridge. the biggest car plant in Britain

which employs 9,000 workers, is to be
bought by "venture capital" company
Alchemy, who will make the majority of

workers redundant [laid-off), sell what's
profitable and (perhaps) salvage a small
plant making sports cars. Alchemy are

also buying the Cowley plant, while
Rover Solihull is being bought by Ford,
who in turn are threatening to close their

car plant at Dagenham, near London,
which only last year they planned to

expand.

The week after BMW announced they

would pull out, Honda reduced produc-
tion at their Swindon plant by 50 per
cent. The massive wave of closures in

the car industry is another severe blow to

the industrial proletariat. It comes in the

wake of decades of job losses, the result

of defeats and betrayals of the working
class. Harland and Wolff’s shipyard in

Belfast has served redundancy notices on
its entire workforce. A recent report

commissioned by the General. Municipal
and Boilermakers Union (GMBU) says
manufacturing jobs are being lost at the

staggering rate of over 6,000 a month;
the average under the Tories was 4,600.

In response to the job massacre at

Rover. | union bureaucrats) Bill Morris,
Sir Ken Jackson & Co. organised a huge
march in Birmingham on I April on an
explicitly protectionist. British national-
ist basis. The official slogans were; "Save
British manufacturing industry!" and
"Save British jobs!" The leaflet contain-
ing these slogans was jointly published
by the four main unions in the car indus-

try—the Transport and General Workers
Union (TGWU); Amalgamated Engineer-

. , _
Workers Hammer

Birmingham, April 1: Cliffite SWP placards dominated chauvinist march to
"save British industry.”

ing and Electrical Union (AEEU); GMB;
and Manufacturing, Science and Finance

(MSF). While the demonstration reflected

anger and bitterness against BMW and
the government, its political perspective

was so alien to the actual interests of the

working class that it had the full support
of the Birmingham Evening Mail, an anti-

trade-union rag, and even of Tony Blair,

who has nothing but contempt for the

working class and oppressed.

Not surprisingly then, the demonstra-

tion was an obscene red-white-and-blue

orgy of chauvinism, in which trade-

union banners (and Socialist Workers
Party [SWP| placards) mixed freely with

the Union Jack, the racist emblem of the

Empire in colonial times and of the sub-

jugation of Catholics in Northern Ireland

today. Also present was the English cross

of St George which, like the Union Jack,

is used by fascist outfits. Several signs

gave vent to blatant anti-German chau-
vinism, such as "We won two world
wars—let's win the third.” The rally

chair, TGWU bureaucrat Tony Woodley,
who sold a rotten productivity deal to

Rover workers in 1998, used the plat-

form to denounce the "obscenity of peo-
ple in Germany, including trade-union

workers, deciding the future of 40,000
workers whilst in Britain we were being
kept in the dark." The enemy of workers
in Britain is the British bourgeoisie!

The only thing the union bureaucrats
are offering the proletariat, which in the

Birmingham area is racially integrated, is

chauvinism and rhetoric about “saving"
British industry. Until such time as work-
ers revolution rips it from their hands,
British industry belongs to the bloodsuck-
ing capitalists. The working class has no
country!

Social-chauvinism and nationalism are

an integral part of the political pro-

gramme of Labour and the trade-union

bureaucracy whose loyalty is to British

imperialism Protectionism leads to trade

wars, laying the basis for war between
imperialist powers which are engaged in

a ruthless struggle against each other for

control ot markets and spheres of influ-

ence. Protectionism also pits workers in

Britain against workers in other coun-

tries. lining them up behind their “own”
bourgeoisie and preparing them to be
cannon fodder in imperialist wars. Only
international proletarian revolution can
eliminate the threat of a third, nuclear,

world war.

The Labourite union bureaucracy of
today upholds the rotten tradition of
those social democrats who supported

their "own" ruling class in the first impe-
rialist world war. V. I. Lenin, leader of
the Russian October Revolution of 1917,

pointed out that they had been bribed by
the crumbs of imperialist profit and that

their social-chauvinism means defence
of "national interests” and abandonment
of class struggle. “What is the economic
substance of defencism in the war of

1914-15?" Lenin asked in “Opportunism
and the Collapse of the Second Interna-

tional" (1916):

"The bourgeoisie of all the big powers are
waging the war to divide and exploit the
world, and oppress other nations. A few
cnimbs of the bourgeoisie's huge profits
may come the way of the small group
of labour bureaucrats, labour aristocrats,

and petty-bourgeois fellow-travellers
Social-chauvinism and opportunism have
the same class basis, namely, the alliance
of a small section of privileged workers
with their' national bourgeoisie against
the working-class masses; the alliance
between the lackeys of the bourgeoisie
and the bourgeoisie against the class the
latter is exploiting,"

Last year the trade-union bureaucracy

fully backed Blair and NATO in the mas-

sive bombing of Serbia, a small depen-

dent country, in the biggest military con-

flagration in Europe since World War
II whose purpose was imperialist domi-

nation and military occupation of the

Balkans. The International Communist
League fought for the defeat of imperial-

ism through workers revolution and

defence of Serbia, and today we call for

all imperialist troops out of the Balkans.

We also participated in an international

campaign begun by car workers in Italy

to aid car workers in the Zastava car

plant in Kragujevac, Yugoslavia whose
factory was deliberately bombed by

NATO knowing full well it was protected

by a “live shield” of Yugoslav workers.

Protectionism, which calls to "save

British industry,” is poison to the work-

ing class, and fuels racist terror against

minorities. Twenty years ago, following

the defeat of the steel strike, the fascist

National Front marched through Corby, a

steel town in England, on the slogan

“British jobs for British workers” And
protectionism certainly does not save

jobs; indeed saving jobs is a far cry from
what the likes of (TGWU headj Bill

Morris are in business for. Former Liver-

pool dockers sold down the river by
Morris know this only too well. These
bureaucrats, out-and-out Blair loyalists,

have been complicit in massive attacks

on workers, including in the car industry.

The working class has the fighting

strength to defend itself against the cur-

rent attack on jobs, which should be met
with strikes shutting down the entire car

industry. The only way forward is real

class struggle, against the Labour govern-

ment, smashing the reactionary anti-

trade-union laws in the process. But this

requires a sharp break with the trade-

union bureaucracy who are wedded to

Labour and to capitalism. The working
class in Birmingham and the West Mid-

lands, centred in the car plants, is

often integrated, while racist attacks are
increasing dramatically. Mobilising the

proletariat in defence of its own class

interests and the interests of all the

oppressed—blacks and Asians, Irish and
immigrants—points to the need for a
break with Labour and for a new revolu-
tionary leadership.

The Spartacist League fights to build a

multiethnic revolutionary workers party,

forged in political struggle against
Labour. A Leninist vanguard party will

be built on the understanding that work-
ers can defend their own interests and
those ot all the oppressed only through

Multiethnic
contingent of

Ford Dagenham
workers at 1984

march to support
heroic coal

miners strike.

For Class Struggle Against Labour Government!
10
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their mass mobilisation in struggle which

culminates not in another version of par-

liament but in a genuine, revolutionary

workers government which expropriates

the bourgeoisie and institutes a planned

economy which will re-industrialise this

country and open the road to a socialist

future.

Labour-Loyal “Socialists”

Wallow in British Chauvinism

The entire gamut of Labourite “social-

ists" are revelling in the union bureauc-

racy’s flag-waving patriotic demonstra-

tion in Birmingham. This is the domestic

side of the social-chauvinism—socialism

in words, chauvinism in deeds—they dis-

played during the Balkans War when they

beat the drums for British imperialism.

The Socialist Workers Party [parent group

of the International Socialist Organization

in the U.S.] mobilised heavily for the

march and supplied thousands of placards

which dominated the demonstration, thus

giving it a "socialist" cover.

The SWP was instrumental in building

a platform for disgusting German-

bashing chauvinism. Their slogans were:

“Save our jobs/Occupy, organise, fight

for the right to work/Renationalise Rover

now!” The demonstration was a graphic

illustration of the fact that harking back

to the Old Labour saw of “nationalisation

of the losers," calling for the British gov-

ernment to save British industry, means

rank protectionism and xenophobia. The

SWP placards blended in so completely

with the patriotic character of the demon-

stration that some people who carried

them were literally wrapped in the Union

Jack. Socialist Worker (8 April) eulogised

the demonstration as “The great jobs

revolt,” didn’t mention its patriotic char-

acter but mentioned nonchalantly that:

“There were many brilliant things about

Saturday's march— like the fact that the

Nazi National Front were turned away

from joining the march by car workers

stewarding the demonstration.” Needless

to say, they took no responsibility for

having built and supported a demonstra-

tion that the NF wanted to join.

Today, the “socialists” who supported

the Birmingham demonstration bear their

share of responsibility for the growth of

racist terror gangs, such as the scum who
murdered Harold and Jason McGowan in

Telford, who are emboldened by the

flag-waving of Labour and the union

bureaucracy. The Socialist Party [SP

—

led by Peter Taaffe] enthused that the

Birmingham demonstration was “a mas-

sive display of human solidarity” which

“shows the potential strength working-

class people coming together can have”

(Socialist, 7 April). The presence of

Union Jacks wouldn’t have bothered the

SP, who have frequently hosted Billy

Hutchinson of the Loyalist Ulster Volun-

teer Force at their events.

Workers Power (April 2000) gushes

over the “magnificent 80,000 march in

Birmingham” but opines that “it was left

to Carl Chinn, in the midst of a revivalist

‘patriotic’ speech calling for support to

British manufacturing, to call for action."

The "action” Workers Power has in mind,

“to force Labour to nationalise Rover,” is

to re-run this British nationalist spectacle

in London! This is fitting for a group who
sponsored an obscene pro-NATO meeting

in London last year as an act of support to

their beloved Labour government during

NATO’s nightly bombing raids over Ser-

bia. Their British press published a letter

from workers in Germany in “solidarity"

with Rover workers, which states: “If

there is now an outbreak of hate against

everything German at your place, this is

understandable." Workers Power capitu-

lates to social-democratic nationalism

which is the antithesis of proletarian

internationalism.

The British left hark back to the "good

old days" of nationalised industry, which

in the car industry meant workers were

exploited by British Leyland, and laid off

by them, sometimes at the rate of 1,000

a month. Those days are gone, and to

demand nationalisations from Blair’s gov-

ernment—who are hell bent on privatising

the London Underground, council hous-

ing and the air traffic control system—

isn’t just ludicrous. It’s also a cover for

abject capitulation to British chauvinism

and nationalism. What’s necessary is the

mobilisation of workers independently of

the class enemy and of their agents within

the workers movement.

Somewhat unusually for them, Arthur

Scargill’s Socialist Labour Party-(SfcP)

said "no to anti-German campaigns," “no

to British nationalism,” and “fight for a

socialist solution to the economic crisis.”

But the SLP’s programme is Old Labour

reformism which is based on protec-

tionism and nationalisation. Scargill has

always supported protectionism. In 1992,

during massive demonstrations against

the [coal mining] pit closures, he joined

with Sir Winston Churchill Jr. in a cam-

paign to “save British coal." These dem-

onstrations were a harbinger of what’s

being pushed in response to the closures

in the car industry today. They were

a cross-class coalition whose primary

political axis was British nationalism.

The counterposition was stark between

the 1984-85 miners strike which had

international proletarian support from

South Africa to the USSR and the 1992

protests. The Spartacist League called

for strike action by the miners along with

workers in strategic industries such as

rail, transport and power. We called for

workers action committees to stop the pit

closures and to run the country.

Imperialist Rivalry

Leads to War
Internationally, competition between

imperialist powers has sharpened since

counterrevolution destroyed the Soviet

“English patient" whose cars were so

hard to sell that “a fleet of the excellent

Rover 75 saloon is clogging parking lots

in the English Midlands.” Moreover, even

though these huge corporations fre-

quently set up operations in far-flung

countries, they remain based in particular

nation-states, which in the post-Soviet

period are increasingly involved in inter-

iinperialist rivalry.

The EU. which was previously a diplo-

matic appendage to the anti-Soviet NATO
alliance, is today an unstable adjunct to

the military, economic and political pri-

orities of European capitalists. As prole-

tarian internationalists, the ICL opposes

the EU, an imperialist economic bloc

which is a vehicle for capitalist co-

operation against the workers of Europe

and against immigrants as well as against

rival imperialist powers. Like Lenin, we
believe that it is impossible to cohere a

stable European bourgeois “superstate”

because capitalism is organised on the

basis of nation-states.

The British bourgeoisie is divided in

their attitude to the EU, which reflects a

conflict between loyalty to U.S. imperial-

ism and its German rival. The City of

London acts as a junior partner of Wall

Street in competition with Frankfurt, but

manufacturers tend to seek closer ties to

the EU and to favour joining the Euro.

Manufacturing capitalists are concerned

that goods made in Britain cost more than

those made in the Euro-zone and are

therefore harder to sell outside Britain At

the Birmingham demonstration, the union

bureaucrats echoed this argument, plead-

ing to the government that the strong

pound disadvantages British exports.

Auto workers
protested in

both France and
Belgium in 1997
against closure
of Renault plant

in Vilvoorde,

Belgium.
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Britain's interests “moving Europe closer

to the USA" (Independent, 29 March).

This describes the role he seeks for Brit-

ain as a junior partner of U.S. imperial-

ism within the EU.

Our opposition to the EU is based on

proletarian internationalism which is

counterposed to the nationalist protec-

tionism pushed by “Eurosceptics," Old

Labour reformists such as Scargill, as

well as pro-EU union bureaucrats such

as Ken Jackson and Bill Morris. The dis-

gusting flag-waving chauvinism of their

“save Rover” campaign is the fitting

adjunct of their no-class-struggle policy

reflecting their eagerness to serve British

imperialism at home and abroad.

The trade-union movement must wage

a class-struggle fight for jobs and better

working conditions across national boun-

daries, which will necessarily challenge

the entire capitalist system. Capitalism

created a world market and in so doing,

as Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels

observed over 150 years ago, it simulta-

neously laid (he basis for proletarian

internationalism. German workers face

similar attacks from Gerhard Schroder's

Social Democrats in government as

workers here face from Blair and New
Labour. Throughout Europe, the strategic

task for revolutionaries is to win workers

to the understanding of the need for a

complete break with social democracy.

The ICL is dedicated to the task of

Union. Trotskyists fought for uncondi-

tional military defence of the Soviet

Union, a degenerated workers state

which, despite the rule of a corrupt

nationalist Stalinist bureaucracy, was

based on a planned collectivised econ-

omy which issued out of the triumph of

the Bolshevik Revolution of October

1917. Today, rivalry is intense between

the major imperialist powers—the U.S.,

Japan and Germany—and there are con-

flicts among different powers within the

European Union (EU), the trade bloc

dominated by Germany. The car industry

in Britain, which employs roughly

800,000 workers, is entirely owned by

foreign companies, particularly American

and Japanese firms who use Britain as a

foothold within the EU. It graphically

illustrates the workings of the system of

imperialism, which Lenin described as

capitalism at its highest stage, character-

ised by the domination of finance capital

and the concentration of production in the

hands of a small number of very large

companies. Competition between these

companies for domination of interna-

tional markets is relentless, and there is

constant striving for rationalisation.

The largest names in the car industry

—

General Motors, Ford, Volkswagen, Toy-

ota and DaimlerChrysler—have all been

involved in a recent round of mergers and

takeover bids for companies such as Fiat,

Honda, Peugeot-Citroen and BMW. The
Economist (26 February) reports that six

firms now account for 70 per cent of the

market, and that BMW, although profit-

able, was being drained by Rover, its

To gear up for Britain joining the

Euro, Blair is obsessed with appropriat-

ing the Union Jack from the “Euroscep-

tics” and has embarked on a patriotic

crusade. He says: “On Europe, standing

up for Britain does not mean being anti-

Europe. It is not pro-British to be anti-

Europe" and includes in his list of

reforging Trotsky’s Fourth International,

the necessary instrument to fight for new
October Revolutions, through intransi-

gent political struggle against social-

democratic parties and their fake “social-

ist" hangers on. For a federation of

workers republics in the British Isles, pan

of a Socialist United States of Europe!

Now Available in Greek

Declaration of Principles and
Some Elements of Program
International Communist
League (Fourth Internationalist)

Greek translation: $1 (20 pages)

Adopted in 1998 at the Third

International Conference of the ICL,

the ICL's Declaration of Principles is a

concrete expression of our purpose:

to build national sections of a

democratic-centralist international

which can lead the struggle for

worldwide socialist revolution.

The Declaration of Principles has

now been published in 13 languages

including its publication in Spartacist.

Chinese $1 Indonesian . .

.

... $1 Portuguese .

.

$1

English $2 Italian ....$1 Russian $1

French $2 Japanese ....$2 Spanish ..$1 50

German $2 Polish ....$1 Turkish $1

Make checks payable/mail to

Spartacist Publishing Co., Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116
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U.S. Hands Off Vieques Protesters!

Puerto Rico

MAY 2—As we go to press, two Navy

warships with a thousand Marines and a

contingent of FBI agents aboard are

anchored off the small Puerto Rican

island of Vieques, preparing to storm the

island in order to evict protesters who
have occupied a Naval bombing range

there for the past year. All working-

class organizations, everyone opposed

to imperialist oppression, must demand:

Hands off the Vieques protesters!

With the Puerto Rican population

overwhelmingly opposed to the U.S.

Navy's presence in Vieques, and coming
alter a year of widening protest over this

issue, such a blatant colonialist attack

could very well ignite massive social

struggle in San Juan and throughout the

island and resonate as well on the North

American mainland. In July 1998,

Puerto Rico was rocked by a general

strike in opposition to a plan by the

colonial regime of Governor Pedro

Rosselld to sell the state-owned tele-

phone company to a U.S. firm.

The military occupation of Puerto

Rico exemplifies that nation’s status as

the principal remaining colony of the

United States. Fully 13 percent of the

island is controlled by the Pentagon

and is used as a crucial staging ground

for Washington's imperialist domina-

tion of Latin America. These imperialist

forces are a particular threat against the

Cuban Revolution. We call for the

unconditional military defense of the

Cuban deformed workers state against

capitalist attack and internal counter-

revolution.

The Spartacist League/U.S. demands:

All U.S. troops and bases out of Puerto

Rico—For the right of independence

for Puerto Rico! The road to breaking

the yoke of imperialist subjugation

is through socialist revolution in

Puerto Rico and above all in North

America.

Smash U.S./British Imperialists!

Civilians sort through wreckage of homes destroyed by U.S. bombing. Iraqi families protest genocidal UN economic sanctions.

Down With Starvation Blockade

and Bombing of Iraq!
The U.S. and their British junior part-

ners have reduced Iraq to a wasteland.

This ongoing act of imperialist savagery

began with the massacre of tens of thou-

sands of Iraqis in the one-sided U S. -led

1991 "Desert Slaughter." The 1991 Per-

sian Gulf War was followed by a series

of bombing campaigns over (he years.

Since December 1998, near-daily Ameri-
can and British terror bombing in the

vast "no-fly" zones over Iraq has laid

waste to hospitals, schools and residen-

tial areas, killing upward of 300 and
injuring 860 mostly civilian Iraqis. In

addition, for almost a decade, a United

Nations starvation blockade has claimed
the lives of more than 1.5 million in a

country whose total population was 22
million. The United Nations Childrens

Fund (UNICEF) reported last August
that up to 200 children a day were dying
due to the ravages of the embargo.

During the Gulf War. the Spartacist

Le jue and Spartacus Youth Clubs called

to Defeat U.S Imperialism! Defend
Iraq'" We opposed the starvation sanc-

tions from the outset. Today, we say:

Down with the starvation blockade!

U.S.IBritain: Hands off Iraq! All U.S./

UN troops out of the Persian Gulf!

While the bourgeois media has down-
played the deadly impact of the imperial-

ist blockade, a recent article by British

journalist John Pilger in the London
Guardian (4 March) exposed its devas-

tating effects. UNICEF's senior repre-

sentative in Iraq told Pilger:

"In 1989, (he literacy rate was 95%; and
93% of the population had free access to

modem health facilities. Parents were
fined for failing to send their children to

school The phenomenon of street chil-

dren or children begging was unheard of.

Iraq had reached a stage where the basic

indicators we use to measure the overall

well-being of human beings, including

children, were some of the best in the

world. Now it is among the bottom 20%.
In 10 years, child mortality has gone
from one of the lowest in the world, to

the highest."

The starvation blockade anil bombing
are part of Washington's drive to assert

its "right" to ride roughshod over the

colonial and semicolonial peoples of the

world and demonstrate to its imperialist

rivals that the U.S. remains top dog. In

particular, the U.S. imperialists seek to

control the vast oil and natural gas

resources in the Near East at the expense

of their imperialist rivals, who heavily

depend on these energy resources. For

their parts, France, Russia and other

European powers have increasingly

pushed for an end to the sanctions

because, as the Wall Street Journal (24

November 1999) explained, these coun-

tries are "salivating at the prospect of
doing business in Iraq again."

At the same time, the recent resigna-

tions of a number of senior UN offi-

cials responsible for implementing the

embargo have highlighted the barbarity

of the imperialist sanctions. Former
Assistant Secretary-General Denis Halli-

day, who served as relief coordinator in

Iraq until his 1998 resignation, declared,

"I had been instructed to implement a

policy that satisfies the definition of gen-
ocide: a deliberate policy that has effec-

tively killed well over a million individu-

als, children and adults.” His successor

as relief coordinator, Hans von Sponeck,

resigned in February, followed two days
later by the head of the World Food Pro-

gram in Iraq, because they could no
longer tolerate the wrenching reality the

embargo has wrought. Von Sponeck was
in charge of the “oil for food" program,
which since 1996 has allowed Iraq to sell

a limited amount of oil to pay ransom to

the imperialists and to purchase food and
medical supplies approved by the UN
with the remaining funds.

As part of the demonization of Iraqi

leader Saddam Hussein, the imperialists

cynically claim that it is the Iraqi govern-

ment which is responsible for the starva-

tion and suffering by preventing supplies

Irom reaching the population. The Brit-

ish defense secretary declared last year,

"Saddam Hussein has in warehouses
$275 million worth of medicines and
medical supplies which he refuses to dis-

tribute." But the imperialists know this is

a lie. According to von Sponeck, “Our
most recent stock analysis shows that

88.8% of all humanitarian supplies have
been distributed,"

continued on page 8
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Down With Neo-Apartheid Capitalism!

For a Black-Centered Workers Government!

South African Workers Battle

ANC Union-Busting, Austerity
Up to 100,000 or more workers took to

the streets of Johannesburg on May 10 as

part of a one-day general strike called by

the Congress of South African Trade

Unions (COSATU) to protest massive job

cuts. Reporting on the impact of the walk-

out, the London Independent ( 1 1 May)
headlined its article. "Mass Strike Brings

South Africa to a Halt." This action is part

of a rising level of working-class opposi-

tion to the economic austerity and union-

busting policies of the African National

Congress (ANC) government, including

huge strikes by public sector workers last

summer and fall and a militant wildcat in

January at Volkswagen’s Uitenhage plant

near Port Elizabeth

The May 10 general strike was a meas-

ure of the pressure being exerted by the

ranks on the COSATU leadership, which

binds the unions to the capitalist govern-

ment through the so-called “tripartite alli-

ance,” a nationalist popular front com-
posed of the bourgeois-nationalist ANC
and its junior partner, the reformist South

African Communist Party (SACP), along

with COSATU. There was widespread

sentiment among the workers to break

with the "tripartite alliance." Reporting on

the Johannesburg strike rally, a comrade of

Spartacist South Africa, section of the In-

ternational Communist League, observed:

"We found the demonstration to be very

polarized over the question of for or

against the ANC and the alliance. In gen-

eral workers hated the ANC and wanted
to break the alliance or they defended
the ANC and were hostile to us. In the

part of the demonstration that we sold

to, Workers Vanguard was a noticeable

political feature—at least every tenth

person had a paper. When one comrade
was taking a photo of a contingent with

the banner, “Socialism—For Workers
Empowerment!”, a worker shouted to

her, "Hi, Workers Vanguard!" He and the

workers around him were all holding the

paper."

Our comrades seek to win working-

class militants to the fight to forge

the Leninist-Trolskyist vanguard party

needed to lead the South African prole-

tariat. standing at the head of all the

oppressed, to power through a socialist

revolution which smashes the bourgeois

stale, expropriates the white capitalist

class and erects a black-centered workers

government. We publish below an edited

presentation given in Chicago last month
by Spartacist League/U.S. Central Com-
mittee member Joseph Seymour, who vis-

ited South Africa earlier this year to work
with our section there.

* * *

In the ghetto neighborhood in the San
Francisco Bay Area where I have a part-

time job, one of my co-workers has in

his office a famous photograph from the

CRUSH
POVERTY

You*
f

AP

Reuters

increase

South African labor struggle: Johannesburg rally during May 10 nationwide
general strike (left); public sector workers’ protest last summer.

1994 elections in South Africa in which

Nelson Mandela became the country's

first black president The photo shows an

old man who's crippled and canT walk.

He's being carried to the voting booth by

a young man, probably one of his rela-

tives. That photo captures the intensity of

the belief that, after decades of heroic

struggle and great sacrifice, finally the

black South African people were going

to get social justice—not only demo-
cratic rights, but the equitable distribu-

tion of the wealth of the country to all its

inhabitants.

In fact, the ANC government initially

promised all kinds of good things. They
had something called the Reconstruction

and Development Programme. It prom-
ised a million housing units in five years,

ten years of compulsory public education

for all children, free socialized medicine.

Thirty percent of the agricultural land

would be distributed to black farmers.

But these were all empty promises. And
in fact, today the Reconstruction and
Development Programme is an embar-
rassing memory for the government. The
offices which administered it have long

since been closed. Six years later, the

conditions of the black masses in South

Africa are no better, and in some ways
worse— for example, the level of unem-
ployment—than they were under the old

apartheid, white-supremacist regime.

The ANC government is just as ruth-

less in defending the so-called right to

private property as its predecessors. Last

fall, some black squatters in a township

near Johannesburg tried to erect a shanty-

town. and the local ANC authori-

ties brought in the police to expel them
and demolish the shantytown. And when
the squatters initially refused the police

orders, the police and security guards just

opened up on them with gunfire, seri-

ously wounding scores. A few months
later, the workers at the big Volkswagen

plant in Port Elizabeth went on strike to

protest the firing of some militant shop

stewards. The company responded by fir-

ing 1,300 workers, one-quarter of the

entire labor force. The cops were brought

in en masse to intimidate the workers.

They not only surrounded and patrolled

the factory, they occupied the adjacent

black townships.

During the Volkswagen strike, ANC
president Thabo Mbeki, Mandela's suc-

cessor. gave what they call the “Throne

Speech”—the name is a carry-over from

the old days of British colonialism. The
main theme of this speech was the need

to attract foreign investors, to build a

black capitalist class and consequently

to break the power of the black trade-

union movement. He declared: "Our

standing in the eyes of the investor com-
munity cannot be held hostage by ele-

ments pursuing selfish and anti-social

purposes." namely, militant workers. (The

“investor community"—what a nice way

to describe the heirs of J. P. Morgan and

the men who bankrolled Adolf Hitler, who
incidentally helped found Volkswagen!)

But if things have not changed for

the black masses, they have certainly

changed for their putative leaders. Last

year, there was an emergency trade-union

conference and the government sent as its

spokesman the defense minister, Patrick

Lekota, the guy in charge of the mili-

tary—a significant choice for spokesman.

He presented a hardline defense of the

government’s economic austerity poli-

cies. One of the delegates at the confer-

ence had worked closely with Lekota in

the 1980s and went up to him and said,

“Patrick, we used to be comrades. What
has happened to you?" Lekota replied.

continued on page 7

Striking nurses in 1995
denounce bourgeois
ANC leaders for being
on “gravy train.”

ANC's Thabo Mbeki
with Al Gore last year.



Former Black Panther Served 27 Years in Prison Hell

Geronimo Wins Court Settlement

Over LAPD/FBI Frame-Up
Former Black Panther Party leader

Geronimo ji Jaga (Pratt) has won a set-

tlement for some $4.5 million in his

wrongful imprisonment and civil rights

lawsuit against the Los Angeles Police

Department and the FBI. Geronimo

spent 27 years in California’s prison hell

before his release in 1997, framed up for

a murder the government knew he could

not and did not commit. Attorney Stuart

Hanlon, who has represented Geronimo

since 1974, said the settlement was “vin-

dication for me and Geronimo.” Geron-

imo deserves every penny he can wrench

from the racist frame-up machine known

as the "American justice system." but as

Hanlon said, "It doesn't prove that jus-

tice works. To me, if it takes 27 years

and this kind of legal struggle to get

someone out, it doesn't prove anything

about justice."

Unbowed in his militant opposition to

racist injustice. Geronimo Finally walked

out of jail three years ago after an Orange

County judge overturned his conviction

on the grounds that prosecutors had con-

cealed that their star “witness" was

a longtime paid police informer. His

frame-up was part and parcel of a con-

certed government effort to destroy the

Black Panthers, the best of a generation

of black militants who wanted to

Fight the oppression of racist American

capitalism. FBI agents knew Geronimo

was innocent because their own wiretap

records—which conveniently “disap-

peared”—proved he was at a Panther

meeting in the San Francisco Bay Area at

the time the murder was committed 400

miles away in Los Angeles.

Geronimo told the Los Angeles Times

(27 April) that he had wanted to use the

lawsuit to expose the "evil scheme, that

secret war that was waged" by the FBI

and other police agencies against the

Panthers and other black militants and

TROTSKY LENIN

Honor John Brown,
Anti-Slavery Fighter!

May 9 marked the 200th anniversary> of

the birth of John Brown, the militant aboli-

tionist who led the heroic 1859 attack on the

A ' federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia

i L.
which was a prelude to the Civil War. Writ-

ing in defense of Brown shortly before

his execution later that year, abolitionist

spokesman and ex-slave Frederick Douglass

hailed Brown for his insistence that the slav-

ocracy could be uprooted only through a

bloody military struggle. As part ofour struggle for a proletarian revolution which will

complete the task of black liberation, we honor the memory of these revolutionary anti-

slavery fighters.

Posterity will owe everlasting thanks to John Brown for lifting up once more to the

gaze of a nation grown fat and flabby on the garbage of lust and oppression, a true

standard of heroic philanthropy, and each coming generation will pay its installment of

the debt. No wonder that the aiders and abettors of the huge, overshadowing and

many-armed tyranny, which he grappled with in its own infernal den, should call him a

mad man , but for those who profess a regard for him, and for human freedom, to join in

the cruel slander, “is the unkindest cut of all ”...

Not only is it true that Brown’s whole movement proves him perfectly sane and free

from merely revengeful passion, but he has struck the bottom line of the philosophy

which underlies the abolition movement. He has attacked slavery with the weapons
precisely adapted to bring it to the death. Moral considerations have long since been

exhausted upon slaveholders. It is in vain to reason with them. One might as well hunt

bears with ethics and political economy for weapons, as to seek to “pluck the spoiled

out of the hand of the oppressor" by the mere force of moral law. Slavery is a system of

brute force. It shields itself behind might, rather than right. It must be met with its own
weapons. Capt. Brown has initiated a new mode of carrying on the crusade of free-

dom. and his blow has sent dread and terror throughout the entire ranks of the piratical

army of slavery. His daring deeds may cost him his life, but priceless as is the value of

that life, the blow he has struck, will, in the end. prove to be worth its mighty cost.

Like Samson, he has laid his hands upon the pillars of this great national temple of

cruelty and blood, and when he falls, that temple will speedily crumble to its final

doom, burying its denizens in its ruins.

—Frederick Douglass, "Capt. John Brown Not Insane," Douglass' Monthly,

November 1859, reprinted in The Life and Writings of Frederick Douglass,

Vol. 2 (1950)
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Geronimo ji Jaga (Pratt)

greets supporters upon
his release from
prison in 1997.

leftists, centrally through the FBI’s

“Counter-Intelligence Program" (COIN-

TELPRO). FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover

made clear COINTELPRO’s aim: “The

Negro youth and moderatels) must be

made to understand that if they succumb
to revolutionary teachings, they will be

dead revolutionaries." In the late 1960s

and early ’70s, hundreds of Panthers

were railroaded to prison and 38 assassi-

nated outright, including Chicago party

members Fred Hampton and Mark Clark,

who were gunned down in their beds by a

police death squad in 1969. Many others,

including death row political prisoner

Mumia Abu-Jamal, were subsequently

framed up.

As part of our Fight to sweep away the

Susie Ming Hwa Chu

entire apparatus of capitalist state terror,

we demand freedom for all the many

class-war prisoners who remain in the

clutches of this criminal "justice" system.

As we wrote 15 years ago in “Class-

Struggle Defense Needed: FBI/LAPD

Framed Geronimo Pratt" (WV No. 372, 8

February 1985):

‘The full counterrevolutionary scope of

COINTELPRO and its massive crimes

against the Panthers and other black mil-

itants will be unearthed when the work-

ing class, led by a multiracial Trotskyist

vanguard party, takes power by smashing

the decrepit capitalist system through

socialist revolution. The working class

will not forget and surely will not forgive

such bestial crimes."*

NYC, Latin America

“Operation Condor” Death Squads

"Operation Condor,” the NYPD “anti-

drug” operation that gunned down Pat-

rick Dorismond on a Manhattan street on

March 16 and killed black teenagers

Andre Fields and Tysheen Bourne in

Brooklyn two weeks later, bears a name
with a chilling history, harking back to

the infamous Condor Legion of fascist

leader General Franco during the Span-

ish Civil War in the 1930s.

A victorious workers revolution in

Spain would almost certainly have pre-

vented World War II. Both Mussolini’s

Fascist regime in Italy and Nazi Ger-

many intervened to provide military

assistance to Franco’s military forces and

his fascist Falangists in order to crush

a workers revolution. The forces sent

in by Hitler beginning in 1936, including

bomber and Fighter groups and tank

companies, were organized as the Con-

dor Legion. One of the most infamous

deeds of the Condor Legion was the bru-

tal air raid that utterly destroyed the

Basque city of Guernica on 26 April

1937, immortalized by Picasso in his

painting Guernica.

In Latin America, the original “Opera-

tion Condor” was undertaken shortly after

General Pinochet’s bloody 1973 coup in

Chile which overthrew the popular-front

Allende government. Under the aegis of

the U.S., six Latin American countries

—

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile. Para-

guay and Uruguay—set up a special oper-

ations task force coordinated by the secret

service of Pinochet’s Chile. DINA, as part

of the “dirty war" against working-class

and leftist militants.

This "Operation Condor" carried out

the murders of thousands of Latin Amer-

ican leftist political refugees and the kid-

napping and torture of many thousands

more. The 1976 car-bomb assassina-

tion of former Allende cabinet minis-

ter Orlando Letelier and his aide,

Ronni MofFitt, in Washington. DC.
was committed by anti-communist Cu-

ban terrorists in the pay of Operation

Condor and the CIA. Later, Argentin-

ean veterans of “Operation Condor”
were used in El Salvador, Honduras and

Nicaragua as “instructors” to implement

and extend this wave of counterrevolu-

tionary terror.

Additionally, there have been several

lesser “Operation Condors” run by the

U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, one in

Peru in 1985 and another in Mexico from

1975 to 1985. Both of those involved the

CIA as well, and both claimed to be "drug

eradication" efforts.

The Nazi lineage of the “Operation

Condor" name is not in question, nor is

the ongoing fascination of fascists and
extreme rightists with the giant Andean
vulture. How grotesquely appropriate that

six decades later the vicious little would-
be dictator Mayor Giuliani should use

this name that conjures up images of fas-

cist killers for one of the notorious under-

cover cop operations that he uses to ter-

rorize the black and Latino inhabitants of

New York City *

“Operation
Condor” in action:

Argentine soldiers
hunt down leftists

in 1976.
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Mary Van De Water-Quirk

1954-2000

On May 9, one day before her 46th birthday,

Mary Van De Water-Quirk, organizer of the Chi-

cago local of the Spartacist League for 13 years,

died after a four-year battle with bile duct cancer.

The length of her tenure as party organizer in a

city where the cruel contradictions of racist Amer-
ican capitalist rule are most acutely concentrated,

and of her struggle against this form of the

disease which normally results in a rapid demise,

speak to her tenacity and will.

Mary was recruited to the SL in the Bay Area
in 1979, receiving her early training from Martha
Phillips. Martha, who was murdered while on

duty in Moscow after Yeltsin came to power, spe-

cialized in turning youth into cadre and, specif-

ically, in imbuing them with the proletarian

traditions of James P. Cannon, the founder of

American Trotskyism. Mary was a more than able

learner. Only three months after joining the Spar-

tacus Youth League, she became its Bay Area
organizer. She arrived in Chicago in 1981 and,

after a stint as youth organizer, became the SL
local organizer in 1983, remaining in that post

until forced to leave by the debilitating treatment

process.

Her stewardship took place during the difficult

political years of Ronald Reagan and of the

bourgeoisie’s later “death of communism” trium-

phalism. Yet the Chicago local recruited youth

with regularity, shaped them into cadres and

transferred them elsewhere where, not unusually.

they were able to play important and often lead-

ing roles. There is hardly a section of the Interna-

tional Communist League where comrades who
apprenticed under her leadership have not served

and served well. And all those she trained

instantly responded, upon learning of her death, to

express their grief and to acknowledge their debt

to her.

Mary’s talents were at the party’s disposal. If

needed, she quickly responded, playing a major
role in many of the campaigns undertaken by the

SL throughout the U.S. She was one of the main
organizers of the November 1988 anti-KJan dem-
onstration in Philadelphia and of the Springfield.

Illinois anti-Klan demonstration on Martin Luther

King Day in 1994. She served essentially as the

SL’s Midwest organizer and spurred the Chicago
local to expand its political terrain through forays

that ranged from Texas to Pittsburgh.

Politically, her focus was on the black question

and its importance to the American socialist revo-

lution. To this she brought no small amount of

compassion and humanity. The apartment she

shared with her husband Kevin Quirk, a member
of Local 241 of the Amalgamated Transit Union
(ATU), was a center for political and social inter-

action with scores of black transit workers and
other trade unionists, a singular experience in

America’s most segregated city. Among those was
Cassandra Seay, an ATU member successfully

defended by Local 241 and the Partisan Defense

Mary with husband Kevin
and Cassandra Seay at

January 1988 victory party
celebrating successful
campaign to defend Seay
against cop frame-up.

Committee against felony charges in the after-

math of a 1 987 attack by Chicago cops on her and

her family. Cassandra recently told Kevin that

after being initially contacted by the PDC, she

was heavily pressured to have nothing to do with

such communists who purportedly only wanted to

"use” her. but that after talking to Mary for only

five minutes, she knew we were for real.

Mary tended to cede the role of political

spokesman to others, but her instincts were almost

invariably correct. As Leon Trotsky said of Yakov
Sverdlov, the quintessential Bolshevik organizer:

“All questions of the revolution he approached not

from above, that is, not from the standpoint of gen-

eral theoretical considerations, but rather from
below, through the direct impulses of life itself as

transmitted by the party organism. When new
political questions were under discussion, it might

have seemed sometimes that Sverdlov—especially

if he kept silent, which was not infrequently the

case—was wavering or had not yet been able to

make up his mind. In reality, in the course of the

discussion he was engaged in mentally working
out the problem along parallel lines, which might

be sketched out as follows: Who is available?

Where should he be assigned? How shall we
broach the problem and bring it into harmony with

our other tasks? And no sooner had the joint polit-

ical decision been reached, no sooner was it neces-

sary to turn to the organizational side of the prob-

lem and the question of personnel than it almost

invariably turned out that Sverdlov was already

prepared with far-reaching practical proposals,

based on his encyclopedic memory and personal

knowledge of individuals."

— Leon Trotsky, Portraits, Political and
Personal (Pathfinder Press, 1977)

Precisely because of Mary’s aversion to cant

and her commitment to truth, she was invariably

sought out for her impressions in the aftermath of

contentious party conferences. She was capable of
fighting fiercely to assure that the local remained
on track, especially when the question of the fight

against racist oppression was engaged. However
intense the fights and however wrongheaded the

opposition, comrades were comrades in the Chi-

cago local. In trying times, she was the social and

August 1987: Mary at Chicago protest
against cop killing of young black man.

political glue that held the local together.

Even in the last months of her illness, Mary
continued to push forward the party’s perspec-

tives, most importantly training young comrades
and assisting in their committing themselves fully

to the cause of world proletarian revolution. She
essentially assigned herself the task of overseeing

an important addition to the Chicago local’s office

capacity, a task that is now near completion.

Attention to such details was characteristic of
Mary, as it was of Cannon. Mary will be greatly

missed, most acutely by her sister Karen (also a

member of the SL/U.S.), her husband and her

father, but by all those who knew her inside the

party and out. But more, she will be remembered.
She was one hell of a communist, a fighter and a

friend.

A memorial meeting for Mary will be held

in the Chicago area. Call (312) 454-4930 for more
information.
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Mexico May Day

Gangsterism in the Service of the PRD
We publish below the translation of a

statement issued on May I by the Grupo

Espartaquista de Mexico (GEM), section

of the International Communist League.

Today, during the May Day march, a

group of gangsters from the Militante

group, a pseudo-Trotskyist organization

buried inside the bourgeois PRD (Party of

the Democratic Revolution), physically

attacked supporters of the Grupo Espar-

taquista de Mexico. During a discussion

between supporters of both tendencies,

when die Militante leadership was inca-

pable of defending its politics. Ruben

Rivera, a Militante caudillo, tried to sub-

stitute his fist for politics and cut short the

political discussion by attacking one of

our supporters with a punch. Several sup-

porters of the GEM who went to the aid

of their comrade were thrown to the

ground by other Militante members and

suffered injuries. Faced with this attack,

we Spartacists defended ourselves. This

brutal attack was witnessed by union mil-

itants and members of other leftist organ-

izations who solidarized with us. We call

on all organizations in the workers move-

ment and student movement to condemn

Militante's gangsterist attack.

In accordance with its reformist pro-

gram. the Militante group showed up

at the march on May Day. an interna-

tional proletarian holiday, to proselytize

electorally for its party: the bourgeois-

nationalist PRD. They attack the GEM
because our revolutionary-international-

ist program represents the only class

opposition to the PRD, crystallized in

our call, “No illusions in the bourgeois-

nationalist PRD! Forge a Trotskyist party

to fight for socialist revolution!” In con-

trast, on the front page of issue number

92 of Militante's newspaper which they

had been selling to the march, one reads

the headline. “PRD: A Sure Triumph

Only Through Authentically Leftist and

Combative Politics" together with a pho-

tograph of
|
PRD Mexico City mayoral

candidate] Lopez Obrador What these

reformists do is openly advise nothing

less than the class enemy of the proletar-

iat on how to obtain a “sure triumph"! It

isn't unusual that these types—whose

party comrades rule the | Mexico City]

Federal District (Cuauht6moc Cdrdenas,

Rosario Robles and others) and led

attacks on the students such as last

August 4. October 14 and December

II—should see nothing wrong with

police in the workers movement and

even brag about fighting to organize

cops. After their comrades unleashed the

riot cops against the student strikers.

Militante disappeared from public view.

At the international level, the Mili-

tante group is part of a reformist ten-

dency led by Ted Grant, which is charac-

terized everywhere by its appetite for

permanent entrism in all mass forma-

tions which it presents as “leftist." but

always within the framework of respect

for the bourgeois order. Thus, interna-

tionally the Militante tendency can brag

of counting among its party comrades

types like Javier Solana of the Spanish

Socialist Party which fronted for the

imperialist NATO assassins in their mas-

sacre of the Serbian people last year, or

Benazir Bhutto, leader of the anti-

woman. anti-worker bourgeois party in

Pakistan, which the Militante tendency is

also in up to its neck. They’ve also been

firmly on the side of their “own” bour-

geoisie in celebrating capitalist restora-

tion in the Soviet degenerated workers

state and the deformed workers states of

East Europe.

It was precisely when Spartacist sup-

porters were discussing these questions

with young supporters of Militante that

their leaders, incapable of offering any

political explanation to their own mem-
bers, resorted to gangsterist violence.

This resembles more the methods of PRI

charros ( union bureaucrats connected to

the ruling Institutional Revolutionary

Party] than any self-proclaimed Trotsky-

ists. and is an attempt to silence the only

communists who presented a proletarian

pole on May Day.B

Workers World Goons for the Democrats

U.S. Out of Vieques!

May 5: Spartacist contingent at NYC protest against arrest of Vieques anti-

military protesters.

On May 4. hundreds of FBI and other

federal agents, backed by a thousand

Marines aboard two U.S. warships

anchored offshore, stormed the tiny

Puerto Rican island of Vieques, ending a

yearlong occupation of the Navy base

there and dragging off more than 200

anti-military protesters. Demonstrators

vowing to re-occupy the Vieques base are

threatened with up to 10 years impris-

onment or a $250,000 fine.

The U.S. action touched off protests

throughout Puerto Rico, including at the

Army’s Fort Allen in Juana Diaz. In the

capital of San Juan, students shut down
the University of Puerto Rico’s main

campus while some 800 demonstrators

elsewhere in the city faced down riot

cops on horseback. On May 13, 55 pro-

testers were arrested after moving onto

Navy training grounds on Vieques. The
Navy presence in Vieques since 1941

exemplifies American imperialist arro-

gance and contempt for the masses of

Pueno Rico, the last remaining signifi-

cant U.S. colony. Two-thirds of Vieques

is off-limits to its 9,600 inhabitants, and

nearly three-quarters of the population

lives in abject poverty.

U.S. bases in Puerto Rico occupy fully

13 percent of the island colony. They
have repeatedly been used as launching

pads for imperialist terror throughout

Latin America and the Caribbean and are

a dagger aimed in particular at the Cuban
deformed workers stale. The Spartacist

League, U.S. section of the International

Communist League, says: U.S. hands off

Vieques! All U.S. troops, bases out of
Puerto Pico! For the right of independ-

ence for Puerto Rico! Defend the gains

of the Cuban Revolution!

As the American warships steamed
toward Vieques, these slogans and others

were raised at a campus protest organ-

ized by the New York Spartacus Youth
Club on May 3 at Borough of Manhattan
Community College, where speakers

included a representative of the Vieques

Support Campaign (VSC). Two days

later, the SL/SYC joined in a protest of

nearly 1,000 people in Midlown Manhat-

tan called by the VSC and heavily built by

the Workers World Party (WWP) and its

International Action Center (IAC) Our

placards included: “For Unconditional

Military Defense of Cuba Against Impe-

rialism and Internal Counterrevolution!”

and “Castro Bureaucracy Undermines

Gains of Cuban Revolution—For Work-

ers Political Revolution!”

The aim of the VSC and WWP on May
5 was to appeal to Democratic Party pol-

iticians who have cynically taken up the

cause of the Vieques protesters in order

to rope in Puerto Rican voters in New
York. Typically, the organizers provided

a platform for leading NYC Democrat

Mark Green. As Green began speaking,

the SL/SYC chanted. ' Remember Bay of

Pigs, remember Vietnam—Democratic

Party, we know which side you're on!"

Particularly with elections coming up

in the fall, our forthright opposition to the

Democratic Party of racism and imperial-

ist war drove the nationalist and reformist

organizers into a frenzy. They hated our

chant, "Smash U.S imperialism through

workers revolution!” A handful of nation-

alists and WWP honchos instigated a

series of provocations aimed at silencing

our contingent, zeroing in on our slogans

raising defense of the gains of the Cuban
Revolution, with WWPers screaming that

our proletarian opposition to the national-

ist Stalinist bureaucracy was "racist"!

Egged on by the WWP. one Puerto Rican

nationalist, aided by a couple of thugs and

some anti-communists from the SLAM
outfit at Hunter College, lunged at one of

our comrades to rip up our signs on Cuba

before other comrades moved in to stop

the provocation.

While adulating the Castro regime, the

WWP simultaneously acts as waterboys

for (he capitalist Democrats. Currently,

the WWP is head over heels over calls by

some sectors of the U.S. ruling class to

end the embargo against Cuba and vague

talk by the Clinton administration of

“constructive engagement" with Havana

Following the FBI raid on the home of

Elirin Gonzalez’ gusano abductors, the

IAC co-signed a call to “Send or fax a

note of support to Attorney General Janet

Reno, to thank her for finally doing what

we’ve been pleading with her to do for so

long"! This grotesque statement of sup-

port to America’s top cop. the butcher

of Waco, is an expression of the lash-

up WWP seeks with imperialist forces

who see increased economic penetration

as one means to destroy the Cuban

deformed workers state.

Defense of Cuba against Washington’s

counterrevolutionary drive is key to the

proletarian-internationalist perspective

needed to throw off the yoke of U.S.

imperialist subjugation throughout the

Caribbean and Latin America. This is

starkly clear in Puerto Rico, where the

working class is exploited as a low-wage

labor pool by American corporations and

more than half the population lives below

the U.S. poverty line. At the same time,

2.7 million Puerto Ricans live and work

on the mainland, forming a critical com-

ponent of the multiracial U.S. proletariat

and a living bridge to their combative

class brothers and sisters on the island. As

a Spartacist League speaker emphasized

at a recent NYC forum:
"We demand the right of independence

for Puerto Rico. At the same time, we
stress that the only solution to the colonial

oppression of Puerto Rico is the over-

throw of capitalist rule from the island to

right here in the U.S. The Puerto Rican

proletariat showed its potential with (he

general strike in the summer of 1998. But

the Puerto Rican nationalists seek to

deratl proletarian struggle through false

and dangerous unity between Puerto

Rican labor and the local bourgeoisie. At
most, they call for some form of ncocolo-

nial ’independence.’

“We are for the revolutionary unity of

die working people of Puerto Rico and

the mainland against colonial oppression

and capitalist exploitation."

We fight to build Trotskyist parties in

Puerto Rico and the U.S., to link the strug-

gle of the Puerto Rican working people to

the fight to smash U.S. imperialism from

within through socialist revolution.

Smash U.S. Imperialism Through Workers Revolution!
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Japanese Trotskyists Fight

Resurgent Nationalism, Racism

May Day Leaflet

We publish below an abridged transla-

tion of a May 1 leaflet by the Spartacist

Group Japan, section of the Interna-

tional Communist League, distributed at
rallies in Tokyo on May Day, the interna-

tional workers holiday.

(Tokyo governor] Ishihara Shintaro’s

April 9 instructions to the Ground Self-

Defense Forces (army] to “maintain pub-
lic security" in the event of a disastrous

earthquake and his disgusting racist slur

targeting minorities for repression, in

particular people of Korean and Chinese
descent, has stirred controversy from just

about every sector of society—the trade

unions, leftists, minorities and even his

fellow capitalist politicians. Opposition

to Ishihara ranges from those who call

him a fascist to those who believe his

racist chauvinism violates the Japanese
constitution and the United Nations

Human Rights Charter. What unites

these various opinions is the illusion that

Ishihara is an aberration standing outside

the spectrum of bourgeois politics, and
that capitalism can be reformed to work
in the interests of the working class and
minorities.

Ishihara Shintaro is an ultra-nationalist

racist demagogue standing on the far

right of the bourgeois political spectrum.

His instructions to the military under-

standably invoked comparisons with the

massacre of 6,000 Koreans in the wake of
the Kanto earthquake of 1 923, which was
also used to target militant labor strug-

gles, a radicalized burakumin (Japan’s

low-caste “untouchables”] organization

and the embryonic but rapidly grow-
ing Communist movement inspired by
the workers’ seizure of power in the

1917 Russian Revolution. In fact, Ishi-

hara’s provocative instructions to the

army are simply a call to carry out legis-

lation set in motion by the popular-front

government of Social Democratic Party

(SDP) leader Murayama after the (1995]

Kobe earthquake.

As minorities and immigrants already

know, Japan is a racist hellhole, ex-

emplified by the brutal racist and anti-

Communist torture and murder of Ra
Hun, leader of the (pro-North Korean]

May Day rally in Tokyo called by Zenrokyo labor federation.
Spartacist Japan

all have the same goal: resurgent Japa-

nese imperialism. National government
politicians are concerned that their plans

for greater imperialist investment and
increased military deployment in Asia
will be thwarted and that “the good image
of Japan” will be tarnished by Ishihara’s

more crass approach. This is the same
position as that of the Japanese Commu-
nist Party (JCP), which yearns to be

part of the capitalist government. The
JCP can only whine that “The Tokyo
Metropolitan Government is mandated
to play an important part in interna-

tional exchanges" and. therefore, “Ishi-

hara is not an acceptable person to repre-

sent Japan’s capital" (Akahata , 12 April).

(The left group] Chukaku-ha has

labeled Ishihara a fascist (Zenshin , 24
April) and the Japan Revolutionary Com-
munist League writes that he “resembles

Hitler who said that behind the Jews
stands a danger to Germany” (Kakehashi ,

24 April). Ishihara is an extreme xeno-

phobic reactionary, but reactionary views

alone do not define fascism. As Leon
Trotsky, co-leader with Lenin of the Bol-

shevik Party, wrote in 1936: “Finance
capital is obliged to create special armed
bands, trained to fight the workers.... The
historic function of fascism is to smash
the working class, destroy its organiza-

tions, and stifle political liberties when
the capitalists find themselves unable to

govern and dominate with the help of
democratic machinery.” Ishihara does not

command that type of movement and the

Japanese ruling class does not now need

to place the fascists in power, but holds

them in reserve to be unleashed against

the proletariat if necessary to preserve its

class dictatorship.

Indiscriminate use of the term “fascist"

is the perfect excuse for these groups to

push fora "more humane” capitalism. This
can be clearly seen in their "solution”:

Ishihara should resign. Replacing Ishi-

hara with a different bourgeois politi-

cian—be it Liberal Democratic Party or

Democratic Party—or with a JCP or SDP
politician administering the capitalist state

will change nothing. As Lenin wrote in

The State and Revolution : 'To decide once
every few years which member of the rul-

ing class is to repress and crush the peo-
ple through parliament—this is the real

essence of bourgeois parliamentarism,

not only in parliamentary-constitutional

monarchies, but also in the most demo-
cratic republics." What is needed is a fight

to bring down this racist capitalist system
through workers revolution.

Chosen Soren organization, in 1998. It is

routine for immigrants to be rounded up
and deported or tortured and murdered in

immigration detention cells and local

police stations. Ethnic Korean children

have been the victims of so many racist

assaults that they can no longer wear
their school uniforms in public. The
Spartacist Group Japan fights for full

citizenship rights for all minorities and
immigrant workers.

Increased racist demagoguery and
attacks against minorities come in the

context of the collapse of the “eco-

nomic bubble" in the wake of the counter-

revolutionary destruction of the Soviet

degenerated workers state. The differ-

ences between national government poli-

ticians and Ishihara are only tactical. And
the bourgeois politicians who denounce
Ishihara for his explicit and disgusting

racism are hypocrites and liars who have

no problem with the official racist poli-

cies of the Japanese capitalist state. They

Chosen Soren

Osaka cops attack

headquarters of Korean
organization Chosen
Soren in 1994.
Spartacist Group Japan
at 1993 protest in

defense of Iranian

immigrants demands
“Full Citizenship Rights
for Foreign Workers!”

There is no such thing as the “healthy

capitalism” that the JCP preaches. To
maintain and increase their rate of profit,

all capitalists must constantly attack the

workers’ standard of living. For the work-

ing class to free itself from the chains of

wage slavery, the capitalist class as a

whole must be expropriated and a new
state created in which the working class is

the ruling class. To break the proletariat

from its existing pro-capitalist “leader-

ship” and win it to revolutionary con-

sciousness requires the building of a rev-

olutionary party in political struggle

against the reformists, whose program
ties the workers to capitalism.

Just days after Ishihara branded Chi-

nese and Koreans living and working in

this country as “dangerous,” he called

China “Japan's biggest threat” and said

that Japan should “vigorously promote
the disintegration of China” (Daily

Yomiuri
, 16 April). This is a direct call

for capitalist counterrevolution in China
overseen by Japanese imperialism, hark-

ing back to the Japanese occupation of

China (before and during World War II]

during which untold atrocities, including

the Nanjing Massacre and the enslave-

ment of the ianfu (“comfort women”],
were carried out.

Kakumaru, a leftist group which has a

tendency to label everything it doesn’t

like—from other left organizations to

bourgeois politicians—as fascist, calls to

“denounce” the “extreme reactionary”

Ishihara. It is soft on Ishihara in part

because it has the same position on
China, as can be seen in its call: “No to

the TMD (U.S.-sponsored plan for a “the-

ater missile defense"] missile system! No
to China’s military build-ups to counter

the TMD!" (Kaiho , 3 April). We stand for

the unconditional military defense of the

deformed workers states—China, North
Korea, Vietnam and Cuba—against impe-
rialism and internal counterrevolution.

We call for a proletarian political revolu-

tion to oust the Stalinist bureaucracy
which is leading the drive toward capital-

ist restoration.

Kakumaru calls to “denounce” Ishihara

because he pushes revision of the consti-

tution. Korean and burakumin groups are

calling on the United Nations to con-
demn Ishihara. The Japanese constitu-

tion serves the purposes of the bourgeois

state, not the working class. The facade
of democracy is designed to obscure the

fact that the capitalist state is an instru-

ment of organized force and violence

—

consisting at its core of the police, mili-

tary, courts and prisons—for maintaining

capitalist property and profits through

continued on page 10
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Liberals, Democratic Party:

Lawyers for KKK Racist Killers

Speaking on behalf of his nightriding

clients. New York Civil Liberties Union

(NYCLU) head Norman Siegel told the

New York Times (2 May) that the Ameri-

can Knights of the Ku Klux Klan plans

another attempt to rally in Manhattan this

fall When these Klansmen tried to stage

a rally for genocide in New York City last

October 23. they were sent scurrying

back into their holes by the thousands-

strong labor/black mobilization initiated

by the Partisan Defense Committee, What

makes the Klan think they could try com-

ing back to this overwhelmingly working-

class, black, Hispanic and immigrant city?

It’s not simply a reflection of the

Klan’s stupidity or racist arrogance. The

KKK is looking to the same cabal that

tried to ensure a free ride for them last

October—from Mayor Giuliani’s cops

and the courts to Siegel and A1 Sharp-

ton and his fellow Democrats. Serving as

the KKK’s lawyer, Siegel literally acted

as spokseman for the Klan killers both

in court and in the media. Spearheading

the Democrats’ efforts, Sharpton cam-

paigned on radio and TV to try to get

the black populace to “ignore” the lynch-

ers and then went so far as to file a

“friend of the court” brief (in league

with the black establishment Amsterdam

News ) on behalf of the KKK. Sharpton

joined with the rest of the state Demo-

Patrick Dorismond to teenagers Andre

Fields and Tysheen Bourne. Bui just as he

sought to prevent black people from stop-

ping the Klan. Sharpton has worked over-

time trying to contain the seething anger

over racist cop terror and channel it into

Democratic Party electoralism, trading in

the blood of Amadou Diallo and other

victims of the NYPD to gamer black

votes for Hillary Clinton’s Senate bid.

We expose self-appointed black “lead-

ers” like Sharpton in order to chart a

clear course of struggle for the rights of

labor and black people, whose allegiance

to the Democratic Party—promoted in

the unions by the labor bureaucracy and

in the ghettos by the black Democrats—

Thousands of

working people,
minorities,

students and
others came out in

response to PDC
call to stop the
KKK nightriders.

cratic Party machine in trying to organ-

ize a rally for “tolerance” for the KKK

—

even offering to share their sound system

with the Klan—the day of the anti-Klan

mobilization.

Preaching that the KKK was “irrele-

vant,” Sharpton said the real threat came
from the “Klan in blue." The cops are

indeed a clear and present danger to black

and Hispanic people, as the NYPD's
murderous rampage claims one victim

after another, from Malcolm Ferguson to

is the main obstacle to successful class

struggle in the U.S. In contrast, the fake-

leftist International Socialist Organiza-

tion serves to chain radical youth, blacks

and labor to the class enemy by tailing

Sharpton and the Democrats, as seen in

October when the ISO enrolled as build-

ers of the Democrats’ "tolerance” rally.

On October 23, working people got a

concrete lesson in who their friends and

who their enemies are. The Democratic

Party pulled out the stops to try to spike
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NYCLU lawyer
Norman Siegel

with KKK clients

on October 23.

Al Sharpton
spearheaded
failed Democratic
Party effort to

spike labor/black

mobilization that

drove out KKK.

the anti-Klan mobilization because the

last thing this capitalist party wanted to

see was an independent mobilization of

labor’s social power. But they were

defeated! At least 8,000 working people,

minorities, students and others—with a

solid core of disciplined contingents of

trade unionists—came out in response to

the PDC’s call for a united-front mobili-

zation and in defiance of the efforts of

the Giuliani administration, its cops and

the courts to deny their right to mobilize

to stop the Klan.

Now again taking up the Klan's cause

in court, Siegel asserts in the Times: “The

Klan intends to come back and exercise

their right to wear the hood and the

mask.... The Klan issue is a test case with

regard to anonymous speech.” Last Octo-

ber, the New York Times joined in cam-

paigning for the KKK’s “free speech"

and. after they were routed, continued

depicting these racist killers as a handful

of harmless small-town eccentrics. The
purpose of the liberals and Democrats is

to try to keep the working people of New
York from mobilizing to stop the Klan if

they rear their heads in this city again.

Whether they wear their hoods and

robes or not, KKK rallies have nothing

to do with free speech; they are an

incitement to and recruiting pitch for

racist terror. The KKK hood is the sym-

bol of the defeated Confederate slave-

owners who sought to terrorize the black

freedmen after the Civil War. Then as

now, the Klan uses their hoods and

masks to perpetrate their lynch mob mur-

ders in anonymity, in the dead of night.

As Marxist partisans of the interests of

the working class, we know better than

anyone the value of free speech. That is

why we forthrightly oppose any appeals

to the agencies of the capitalist state to

“ban the Klan.” The capitalist state is

organized against workers and the

oppressed. Just look at what happened in

December when Giuliani and Democratic

state attorney general Eliot Spitzer—with

the support of leading Democrats from

Hillary Clinton on down—banned transit

workers from even saying the word

“strike” as part of a strikebreaking offen-

sive against the Transport Workers Union.

While Sharpton, who lauds strikebreaker

Spitzer as “very accessible to our com-

munity” (Amsterdam News. 27 January),

was everywhere to be seen expressing his

solicitude for the KKK’s rights, you

didn’t find him on the courthouse steps or

evening news in defense of the largely

black and Hispanic transit workers under

attack by Spitzer’s and Giuliani’s police-

state injunctions.

The powerful labor/black mobilization

that drove the KKK off the streets of New
York last October gave organized expres-

sion to the outrage over the continuing

reign of NYPD terror and galvanized the

anger among the city’s working people

who are fed up with being pushed around

in the capitalists’ class war against work-

ers and the poor. October 23 showed that

to mobilize labor’s social power in defense

of its interests and the interests of all the

oppressed, labor has to be organized inde-

pendent of the class enemy—the capital-

ists. their government and their political

parties, both the Democrats and Republi-

cans. Working people need a party that

fights for their interests, a workers party

that aims to sweep away this whole

system of capitalist exploitation and

racist reaction. An example of such a

workers party in action was seen on the

streets of New York on October 23.
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Der Spiegel

Rigid segregation of apartheid era was written
into law, enforced by brutal terror. Right: 1976
Soweto student uprising was inspired by Cuban
defeat of South African forces in Angola.

jugaiion is the case as well in the rest of

Africa and, in a different way, in the Near

East and Asia. However, the European-

derived population in South Africa is far

larger and more deeply rooted than else-

where in the colonial—or rather, now for-

mer colonial—world.

In the 17th and 18th centuries, Dutch
Calvinists and French Huguenots moved
to South Africa in significant numbers

and established an agricultural economy.
They called themselves Afrikaners, some-

times called Africa's “white tribe." In the

late 1 9th century, when gold and also dia-

monds were discovered, British imperial-

ism took over South Africa, fought a war

against the Afrikaners—the Boer War

—

U)

skk!

Rural masses
continue to live in

abject poverty six

years after end of

white-supremacist
rule.

and there was a large influx of immi-
grants from Britain. Because of the rela-

tively large size and the permanent

character of the white European popula-

tion, the imperialists have been able to

exploit the indigenous population in a far

more complete and systematic, one might

say totalitarian, way than elsewhere in

Africa and in other colonial countries.

At the beginning of the 20th century,

most blacks in South Africa were self-

sufficient agriculturalists. They owned
their own land, they lived in traditional

tribal societies. The British government

then took their land—all of it—in the

1913 Land Act, declaring that South

Africa was literally a white man’s coun-

try. Blacks could only own land in the

so-called native reserves (bantustans),

amounting to 7 percent of the country; the

most arid, desolate part. The main reason

that they did this was to provide a large

pool of cheap labor to work in the mines,

which for many was a death sentence.

After World War II, South Africa was
industrialized by the superexploitation of

black labor under the white police state.

In order to provide the large white Euro-

pean population with a European living

standard, every last bit of surplus was
squeezed out of the black population. By
the 1980s, one-third of the entire white

labor force and one-half of the Afrikan-

ers were on the government payroll. And
most of these people did nothing, they

just pushed paper around. Half of the

white government employees could have

stayed home every day of the year, sit-

ting around their swimming pools drink-

ing beer and it would have had abso-

lutely no effect on the actual economy.

They were totally parasitic.

In one important respect, the effect of

colonial rule in South Africa was very

different from the rest of Africa, the Near

East and Asia. In general. Western impe-

rialism (and in the Far East, also Japa-

nese imperialism) tended to widen and

deepen the class divisions among the

indigenous colonialized peoples. That is,

the colonial administration collaborated

with the indigenous, propertied classes

and the traditional ruling elite. In some
cases, they even created classes where

none had existed. For example, among
the Ibos in Nigeria, there were no hered-

itary chieftains. They simply had village

councils in which everybody had an

equal say. When the British moved into

Nigeria, they appointed chieftains to the

Ibos. They said, “We tell you what to do.

You tell your people what to do. And you
will be well rewarded.”

There were wealthy Indian landowners

and Indian millionaire factory owners

in British India—likewise for Egypt,

French Indochina, the Dutch East Indies.

But not for South Africa. In South

Africa, the class structure of the black

—

or more generally nonwhite—population

was compressed. Blacks couldn’t even

own residential land in South Africa,

much less agricultural or commercial

land. In the 1980s, the only black capi-

talists in Johannesburg were the guys

who owned and ran minivans and mini-

buses. Incidentally, these were very com-
petitive capitalists—but not in ways that

benefited their customers. Every once in

a while they would shoot each other up

as a way of preventing the oversupply of

their services.

In South Africa, you had a complete

correspondence between class divisions

and national or racial divisions. The cap-

italists—big, medium and little—were

white, the state bureaucracy was white.

The working class was nonwhite

—

mainly black African, some Indian and

some “coloured" (or mixed-race). The

Peter Magubane

urban and rural poor were black. This

situation, of course, had a profound

effect on the political consciousness and

the organization of the black masses.

Communism and Black
Nationalism in South Africa

The South African Communist Party

has for the past half century been an

important constituent part of the African

National Congress, which, as its name
indicates, claims to stand for the national

interests of the entire black African pop-

ulation of all social classes. In South

Africa. Communism was seen as comple-

mentary and not antagonistic to black

African nationalism. In a conventional,

popular sense, what Communism meant

was, you take the wealth from the white

ruling class and you distribute it among
the impoverished black masses. Commu-
nism did not mean expropriating the fac-

tories, the mines, the farms owned by

black capitalists. Because there were no

black capitalists.

The identification of Communism and

national liberation in South Africa was

reinforced during the Cold War era by the

international alignments. South Africa

was an important strategic ally of the

United States, of Western imperialism. It

was part of the "free world”—an embar-

rassing part to be sure, but part of it. The
ANC was backed diplomatically and

financially by the Soviet Union. The
Soviet Union provided the arms and train-

ing for the ANC’s basically token guer-

rilla warfare. During the township revolts

in the mid-1980s, the young black rebels

called themselves “comrades” and waved
the red flag with the hammer and sickle as

a symbol of defiance.

The same factors and conditions made
the South African Communist Party as

well as the ANC an incubator for a future

black capitalist class. Let’s take a young
black intellectual in the 1970s, say. some-
one with a law degree. He’s ambitious in

a bourgeois-careerist sense. He wants

money, he wants the good things in life,

he wants to be a political mover and
shaker in his own country But how can

continued on page 8

Radio Times Hulton

Gold miners in the Transvaal, 1888. Mining of diamonds and gold by super-
exploited black labor was key to development of South African capitalism.

South Africa...
(continuedfrom page I)

“I am no longer your comrade. I am a

minister now"
Ten years ago, the most prominent

left-wing workers leader in South Africa

was Moses Mayekiso, head of the metal

workers union and Central Committee
member of the Communist Party. When
he was in prison in the late 1980s, there

was an international campaign to free

him in which we, the International Com-
munist League, participated. In fact, I

remember picketing with my comrades

in San Francisco with signs reading

"Free Moses Mayekiso!” What is Maye-
kiso doing today? He’s the head of some
private financial outfit. He’s a small-

time, or maybe a medium-time, finance

capitalist. People like Mayekiso and

Lekota are said in South Africa to be "on

the gravy train"

We characterize post- 1994 South

Africa as neo-apartheid. The legal and

political structure of the apartheid system

has changed quite radically. The social

and economic dominance of the white

minority has not changed. The superex-

ploitation of black and nonwhite labor by

the white capitalists, domestic and for-

eign, has not changed. Whites still live

in the “First World,” blacks in the ‘Third

World." Average per capita consumption

of electricity in the white neighborhoods

of South Africa is about the same as in

Stockholm, Sweden and Munich, Ger-

many, two of the wealthiest cities in the

Western world. One-quarter of all urban

blacks live in what they call “informal

housing"—backyard shacks, garages,

shantytowns made of cardboard and plas-

tic. Ninety percent of all rural blacks have

no electricity at all.

The leading cause of death among
white children in South Africa is swim-
ming pool accidents. Water also plays a

significant role in the death of black chil-

dren, but in a rather different way. They
die from diseases like dysentery, which
are contracted from drinking polluted

water.

When Mandela took over as president,

South Africa had the most unequal eco-

nomic structure of any country in the

world. The wealthiest 10 percent got

over half of all the national income. The
poorest 40 percent got less than 4 per-

cent. That’s still the case. What’s

changed is that now the top 10 percent

includes several thousand blacks, many
of them former leaders of the so-called

national liberation movement, which in

fact liberated them—to drive BMWs,
wear Armani suits and move into posh,

formerly all-white neighborhoods.

European Colonialism and
Apartheid Capitalism

To understand what we call neo-

apartheid under the ANC, you have to

understand apartheid under the white-

supremacist regime. South Africa as it

exists today is the product of the Euro-

pean colonial conquest and subjugation

of the indigenous black, Bantu-speaking

population. This history of colonial sub-
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laws, the enforced separation of urban

black workers from their wives and chil-

dren. the massive use of convict labor."— WV No. 366, 9 November 1984

A few years later, a number of the

most prominent “workerisl" leaders, like

Mayekiso and Alec Erwin, as well as

many rank-and-file activists, joined the

ANC and the Communist Party. I was in

South Africa about six weeks ago. and I

and a comrade met with some veteran

trade unionists who had been part of this

tendency. They had joined the ANC and

SACP but are today very disillusioned

We asked them. “Why did you join the

ANC and SACP since you had earlier

criticized them from the left?” One of

them said, “We were duped by Joe

Slovo.” who was the CP leader at the

time. "Slovo told us that right after Man-
dela came to power, the Communist
Party would mobilize the working class

in the struggle for the second stage, pro-

letarian revolution."

But why were they duped? These were
not naive, politically raw youth. These
were battle-hardened, left-wing workers

leaders. They were absolutely familiar

with the politics and history of the ANC
and SACP. But the real reason is that in

their own way, the “workerists,” too,

had subscribed to the two-stage revolu-

tion. They assumed and accepted that

the white-supremacist regime was going
to be replaced by the ANC and they

saw their goal as simply to defend the

workers’ interests against the inevitable

ANC regime. That was the point of inter-

section between the "workerists” and the

SACP. They never understood that the

working class could defend its interests

only, as Trotsky put it, by placing itself

at the head of the subjugated nation

through the instrumentality of a revolu-

tionary workers party.

South Africa in the Cold War
Up until now. I’ve mainly focused on

the internal structure and developments
in South Africa. But one really can’t

understand the transition from apartheid

rule to ANC rule and neo-apartheid
except in the context of world politics.

Southern Africa, like much of the rest of
the world, was an arena of the Cold
War—and in the mid-1970s in Angola, a

hot war—between Western imperialism,
led by the U.S., and the Soviet Union
and its allies. South Africa was an impor-
tant regional ally of the U.S. The Penta-

gon collaborated closely with the South
African military; the CIA collaborated
closely with its South African counter-

part. For example, in the early 1960s the

ANC decided to launch armed struggle

against the white-supremacist regime,
and its leaders, like Mandela, therefore
went underground. It was the CIA
which, through one of its informants in

the ANC, tracked Mandela down and
informed the South African government,
which then captured him and put him in

prison for the next 30 years.
In the 1950s and ’60s, South Africa

was one of the very few countries in

Africa or Asia with very large American,
as well as British, capital investment. The
big monopoly, Anglo American, was
well named. Half of its stockholders were
American and British. And in 1970. the

American business magazine Fortune
wrote:

“The Republic of South Africa has
always been regarded by foreign inves-
tors as a gold mine, one of those rare and

South Africa...
(continuedfrom page 7)

he realize these aspirations? He can’t

become a corporate executive of Anglo

American, the big mining and industrial

conglomerate. They don’t have black cor-

porate executives. Obviously, he can’t

join the ruling white-supremacist party.

So our ambitious young black intellec-

tual recognizes that if he is going to

become part of the ruling elite, then

they’ve got to, one way or another, dis-

place this white-supremacist regime or at

least arrange a "power sharing” agree-

ment. So he joins the ANC, maybe he

joins the Communist Party, or at least

works closely with it.

If you read the recent speeches of

Thabo Mbeki, you might think they were

written by the public relations depart-

ment of the International Monetary

Fund. For all I know, maybe they were.

Mbeki is a former member of the Com-
munist Party and this is generally true of

that whole ANC ruling elite. If you sur-

Trotsky stressed. "In a country where the

proletariat has power in its hands as

the result of the democratic revolution,

the subsequent fate of the dictatorship

and socialism depends in the last analy-

sis not only and not so much upon the

national productive forces as upon the

development of the international socialist

revolution.”

But how does the proletariat become
the leader of the subjugated nation? For
that it has to be organized and led by a

revolutionary vanguard party, such as the

Bolshevik Party that Lenin built in tsar-

ist Russia, which politically combats and
defeats the various bourgeois and petty-

bourgeois nationalist parties which also

claim to be the leader of the subjugated
nation. Historically, the struggle for per-

manent revolution has been directed

against the Stalinists’ policy of collabo-

ration with and support to bourgeois

nationalists. And this is the main form of

opportunism in Third World countries.

But sometimes you get a very different

kind, or at least an apparently very differ-

ent kind, of political tendency within the

Communist red flag

flies at funeral of

anti-apartheid
fighter killed by

cops In 1986.

in South Africa in the late 1970s and

’80s. They were called the "workerists”

and for a time they led a number of quite

significant trade unions. Basically, the

workerists looked around the rest of

Africa, the Near East, Asia, and they saw
governments, like in Algeria, which had

come to power as the leader of a national

liberation movement. But these govern-

ments then savagely suppressed the

working class. So the workerists in South

Africa said. “We’re not going to let that

happen here.” Basically, they projected

that sooner or later, by one means or

another, the ANC was going to come to

power. And they saw their job as build-

ing strong trade unions which would
defend the workers after the ANC came
to power and which would pressure the

ANC government into carrying out poli-

cies beneficial to the workers.

In the early ’80s, one of the leaders of

this tendency, Joe Foster, laid out its

political doctrine. He begins by describ-

ing the ANC as “a great populist libera-

tion movement” and goes on:

"But these movements cannot and have
not in themselves been able to deal with
the particular and fundamental problem
of workers....

“It is. therefore, essential that workers
must strive to build their own powerful
and effective organisation even whilst

they are part of the wider popular strug-

gle This organisation is necessary to

protect and further worker interests and
to ensure that the popular movement is

not highjacked by elements who will [in

the] end have no option but to turn
against their worker supporters.”

—South African Labour Bulletin,

July 1982

In opposition to this current, we wrote

at the time:

"The only way to ensure that national
liberation movements do not turn against
their worker supporters is for the work-
ers movement to place itself at the head
of the oppressed black people, to com-
bat every manifestation of white racist
rule

—

the disenfranchisement of the
black majority, the bantustans, the pass

de Blols/AP
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Racist state terror
and anti-immigrant
chauvinism in

“new" South Africa:
police fire at black
township squatters
near Johannesburg;
Mozambicans await
deportation in

South African jail.

W~~W WlfMimNl

S;!i& g**v'umKn 2

WV Photo
1983 anti-apartheid protest in New York. Fight for liberation of black masses
in South Africa must be linked to struggle for socialist revolution in U.S.
bastion of imperialism.

vey maybe the wealthiest 5 percent of
black Africans in South Africa, probably
over half of them are former members of
the SACP. Some of them might even be
current members of the SACP, at least

nominally.

To oversimplify, one can say that if

you wanted to be a capitalist and were a
black in South Africa, you had to call

yourself a Communist. Because that was
the only way in which you could hope to

mobilize the black masses, and particu-

larly the black proletariat, in the struggle

against the white-supremacist regime.

For Permanent Revolution!

Of course, the Communist Party does
not today, nor did it in the past, say, “Our
goal is to promote a black capitalist class

and a black stale bureaucracy." Rather,
they justified and continue to justify their

policies with reference to the old Stalin-

ist dogma of “two-stage revolution.” This
says that in all colonial or semicolo-
nial countries, first we have to have
the bourgeois-democratic revolution—in

South Africa it’s called the “national

democratic revolution”—led by a suppos-
edly progressive or "anti-imperialist"
wing of the bourgeoisie. In South Africa
this role is assigned to the ANC of Man-
dela and Mbeki. Then, at some point in

the future, they say. we’ll have the prole-
tarian socialist revolution.

In opposition to the Stalinist doctrine
of two-stage revolution, Leon Trotsky
put forward the program and perspective
of permanent revolution, which he sum-
marized in this way:

"Wit h regard to countries of a belated
bourgeois development, especially the
colonial and semi-colonial countries, the
theory of permanent revolution signifies
that the complete and genuine solution to
their tasks of achieving democracy and
national emancipation is conceivable
only through the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat as the leader of the subjugated
nation,"

— The Permanent Revolution (1929)

workers movement, which we would
characterize as "militant economism" or

syndicalism. This tendency maintains that

the workers should exclusively concen-
trate on building their own organizations

at the point of production—trade unions

or factory committees—and should turn

their backs on the national liberation

struggle; they should turn their backs on

the struggles of the peasantry and the

other oppressed sections of society.

Interestingly, such a tendency emerged

8
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refreshing places where profits are great

and problems arc small. Capital is not

threatened by political instability or

nationalization. Labor is cheap, the mar-

ket is booming, and the currency hard

and convertible."

—quoted in Marlin J Murray, cd..

South African Capitalism and
Black Political Opposition

(1982)

But over the course of the next decade

or so, developments took place which

very much changed this rosy picture

of South Africa in the eyes of the Amer-
ican capitalist class. To begin with,

national liberation struggles in neighbor-

ing Angola and Mozambique, which were

Portuguese colonies when this Fortune

article came out, not only succeeded in

winning independence from Portugal but

precipitated a revolutionary upheaval in

Portugal itself. In 1975, when the Portu-

guese colonialists pulled out, a left-

nationalist government allied to Moscow
was established in Angola, where the

ANC was now allowed to set up guerrilla

bases.

At that point, the Americans encour-

aged the South Africans to send in their

army and smash this left-nationalist

regime—replace Portuguese colonial-

ism with South African colonialism in

Angola. In response, Soviet leader

Leonid Brezhnev got the Cuban army to

go in and the Cuban army smashed the

South African army, inflicting a humili-

ating defeat on it. Finally, the ANC guer-

rillas actually got to be on the winning

side, fighting alongside the Cubans. By
themselves, they couldn’t do very much.

Let’s give credit where credit is due—to

the Soviets and Cubans.

The war in Angola actually turned out

to bfe a turning point in the history of

modern South Africa. The defeat of the

white-supremacist South African army by

the Cubans, with the ANC in an auxiliary

role, inspired and encouraged a new wave

of resistance in South Africa itself. Only

a few months later came the 1976 So-

weto student uprising. More importantly,

beginning in the mid-1970s, you got the

development of a black trade-union

movement which over the next decade

became one of the largest, most combative

and most left-wing in the world.

Under these conditions, the more far-

sighted elements of the American ruling

class recognized that four million whites

in South Africa could not long continue

to completely subjugate and exploit 20

million nonwhites simply by the mecha-

nisms of police-state repression. More-

over, the longer the apartheid system

lasted, the more radical the black masses

would become; the more hostile they

would become not only to the South

African ruling class but also to its Amer-

ican great-power ally. In 1981, the

Rockefeller Foundation put out a study

called South Africa—Time Running Out.

Here is their assessment: "All the ingre-

dients of a major crisis are present there.

The dangers of political instability, large-

scale racial conflict, and the growth of

Communist influence are real.” Their

conclusion: “To promote genuine politi-

cal power sharing in South Africa
"

A few years later came the black

township revolts in which the segregated

townships like Soweto were effectively

taken over by militants, generally sup-

portive of the ANC and SACP—the

young “comrades" waving the red flag

with the hammer and sickle. The white-

supremacist regime, true to its nature,

responded to this by escalating police-

state terror. In 1985, the government of

P. W. Botha declared a state of emer-

gency. The police and army killed over a

thousand blacks and imprisoned 20,000.

The American ruling class didn’t

approve of this policy. Not on moral

grounds, to be sure. They figured that

even if it worked in the short run, it was

not going to work in the longer run. For

every black union activist and township

militant who was killed or imprisoned,

five more would replace them. And they

would be even more fanatically hostile to

the white-supremacist regime, even more

fanatically hostile to the U.S. and more
sympathetic to the Soviet Union and

Communism. The American ruling class

sent a strong message to its South Afri-

can junior partner. Wall Street financiers

dumped all of the South African stocks

and bonds that they could. U.S. banks

refused to roll over their loans to the

South African government and South

African corporations. The value of the

South African currency, the rand, plum-

meted through the floor. One of the lead-

ers of the white liberal opposition. Helen

Sussman, quipped that nobody had to

call for foreign divestment anymore, it’s

already happened.

Well, the Afrikaner nationalists are

pretty hardheaded. But money talks.

They got the message. So in 1986 they

opened secret negotiations with the ANC
leadership, with Mandela in prison and

the others who were in exile. But for the

next four years these negotiations didn’t

go anywhere—the most the ANC was

willing to concede was still less than

what the white-supremacists and their

American senior partners demanded.

This deadlock in the negotiations was

broken not by developments in southern

Africa but by developments in East

Europe and the Soviet Union. The Soviet

Stalinist bureaucracy collapsed under the

regime of Mikhail Gorbachev. Capital-

ist counterrevolution swept across East

Europe with Gorbachev’s toleration and

encouragement. And everybody knew, if

the Soviets were giving East Europe back

to the Western imperialists, they were cer-

tainly not interested in a new client state

in southern Africa. In fact, Moscow
dropped all of its support to the ANC and

moved to establish good diplomatic rela-

tions with the white-supremacist regime.

In 1990, the South African govern-

ment legalized the ANC and the Com-
munist Party. A government spokesman

explained why to its supporters, many of

whom strongly opposed this move:

"Our situation has changed fundamen-

tally by what has happened in the interna-

tional field, in Eastern Europe, Russia,

and in several African slates recently. The
total effect of all these things puts the

threat posed by the South African Com-
munist Party and the African National

Congress in an entirely new context.”

—quoted in David Oitaway,

Chained Together: Mandela,

De Klerk, and the Struggle to

Remake South Africa (1993)

continued on page 10

AP

Cuban women troops prepare to leave Angola, 1989. Cuban forces smashed
South African apartheid invasion in mid-1970s.
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South Africa...
(continuedfrom page 9)

That is, the South African ruling class

and the American imperialists under-

stood that bereft of Soviet support, the

ANC and also the SACP leaders were

willing to become their political agents,

to do their bidding. And that’s exactly

what has happened.

Today, Mbeki states that his number
one, overriding economic priority is to

attract foreign investment. The minister

who is in charge of privatising state-

owned corporations like telecommuni-

cations is a member of the Communist
Party. The London Financial Times

writes, “the minister of trade and industry

has enthusiastically liberalised trade and

promoted foreign private investment.”

That minister is Alec Erwin, former

prominent workerist and leading member
of the Communist Party.

For a Leninist-Trotskyist Party!

But the investor-friendly policies of

Mbeki, Erwin & Co. have caused wide-

spread disillusionment among the work-

ing class and more importantly a rising

level of opposition. There was a public

workers strike last year which was the

largest and most politically significant

since the ANC came to power in 1994.

The question that our comrades in

South Africa are most often asked today

by rank-and-file workers, by low-level

union officials, even by some middle-

level officials, is, “What do you think we
should do?” We don’t have to argue, as

we did in the past, that this is a capitalist

government, anti-working-class in its pol-

icies and serving the interests of Anglo
American, Citibank and Volkswagen.

That's now taken for granted. The ques-

tion is what to do about it. There is a

widespread sentiment among the workers
that the unions should break with the “tri-

partite alliance,” should cease supporting

the ANC/SACP government and light its

reactionary economic policies. And of

course that’s what the unions should do.

But the decisive question, and this is

where most of the discussions and argu-

ments lie, is what then and what more?
Because the South African working class

cannot defend itself even in the most nar-

row economic sense simply at the level

of trade-union struggle, however militant

and effective in its own terms. How
could union struggle affect mass struc-

tural unemployment? According to the

government’s own figures, 40 percent of
the black labor force is unemployed.

Also, the South African workers move-
ment has not broadly or seriously organ-

ized, even at the trade-union level, the

millions of agricultural laborers who,
along with the miners, are among the
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Workers at Volks-

wagen Uitenhage
plant staged wildcat

strike in January to

defend suspended
union shop
stewards.

most oppressed sections of the proletar-

iat. More generally, the workers move-
ment has not concerned itself with the

desperately impoverished rural popula-

tion, both on the white farms and in the

former bantustans, who live under condi-

tions which are not neo-apartheid but

apartheid just like in the old days.

To talk about rural South Africa is to

talk about the oppression of women. Cen-
tral to the structure of South Africa is

that women and their children remain in

the countryside while their husbands and
fathers are separated from them, work-
ing in the cities and the mines. It is in

rural South Africa that patriarchal tradi-

tions. inherently and deeply oppressive of
women, remain quite strong. Polygamy is

practiced—it’s not common but it’s not

uncommon—including by men who con-

sider themselves left-wing workers lead-

ers. Far more widespread is what is called

lobolu—the bride price. If a black Afri-

can man wants to get married, he has to

pay a substantial sum of money— I guess

it used to be cattle—to the family of the

woman.
But the fundamental point is that the

many-sided conditions of exploitation,

oppression and backwardness cannot be

eliminated, cannot even be significantly

lessened simply through trade-union

struggle. It manifestly requires a prole-

tarian revolution such as Lenin and
Trotsky’s Bolsheviks led in Russia in

1917: the expropriation of the white-

owned mines, factories and farms and
the establishment of a planned, social-

ized economy.
As I emphasized, the Communist Party

plays an important role in the ANC-led
government. It also runs the main trade-

union federation—run is the wrong word
because the ranks are very restless; it’s

the leadership. How do these self-styled

Communists justify their aggressively

pro-capitalist and anti-working-class pol-
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icies? Their bottom line argument is that

these policies are forced on them by the

unfavorable international conditions of

the post-Soviet world. If wages are loo

high, if the unions are loo militant in

South Africa, investors will go elsewhere.

They’ll close down their factories and

unemployment will be even worse than it

is today. As for proletarian revolution,

they say. even if it’s possible in South

Africa, it will simply and quickly be

smashed by Western imperialism, led by

the U.S. If there’s no military attack,

they'll starve us into submission. Thai’s

the basic argument. It’s a serious argu-

ment and it has to be answered seriously.

When I was in South Africa I gave a

talk

—

mainly to unionized black work-

ers—on the changing conditions in South
Africa and their relation to world politics.

I concluded the talk by shifting the geo-

graphical focus to the United States. That
is, I talked about the working-class strug-

gle in the United States, the struggles of

black and Latino minorities. I pointed

out. for example, that in the last years of

the Vietnam War, the American army had

become semi-mutinous, with soldiers

killing their officers. South African black

workers—even left-wing workers—don't

know that. Their image of the United

Stales is this all-powerful military jugger-

naut which rules the world without ques-

tion and nothing can be done about it

Which is of course exactly what their

leaders tell them.

Those of you who are not members or

supporters of the Spartacist League, or

may even be our opponents. I presume

that you came to this forum out of a sense

of identity and solidarity with the condi-

tions of the oppressed South African

black masses. Those of you who are not

youth probably participated in the anti-

apartheid protests of the 1980s. Nothing

you can do, and I repeat, nothing you can

do, would aid and encourage the struggle

for national liberation, social justice and

proletarian revolution in South Africa

more than building a communist party

based on the working class in the U.S.

Every blow struck against American
imperialism from within has powerful

reverberations in South Africa and in all

countries oppressed and dominated by

international capital, of which the U.S. is

the self-declared policeman.

It is certainly very possible, indeed

likely, that the first battles of the world

proletarian revolution will be fought in

South Africa, Mexico or other Third

World countries where the bourgeois

order is far more unstable than it is in the

U.S. today. But the ultimate battle is

going to be fought here in the basti&n of

world capitalism. And the purpose of our

parly is to prepare for that battle. That’s

what we’re all about. Join us!b

Japan...
(continuedfrom page 5)

the suppression of the working class and
the oppressed and furthering imperialist

ambitions abroad. The UN is a den of
imperialist thieves and their victims and
its purpose is to supervise the division of
the spoils of the world. We call for Japa-

nese imperialist troops out of the Golan
Heights and West Timor! All imperialist

troops out of Serbia and East Timor!
Racism is endemic to capitalism. As

the bourgeoisie increases the rate of
exploitation, immigrants are the scape-

goats for rising crime, unemployment and
impoverishment. We call for industry-

wide unions that organize all workers in

the same union, regardless of national

origin or race. The working class and
minorities must advance their interests

together, or they will be beaten back sep-

arately. The superexploited and oppressed

immigrant workers and minorities are a

human bridge to the toilers throughout

Asia and an important component of the

forces that are capable of smashing this

deeply racist capitalist system.

The Spartacist Group Japan, together

with our comrades around the world

in the International Communist League
(Fourth Internationalist), fights to bring

to the proletariat the consciousness of
its historic task as the gravedigger of
capitalism. To sweep away this capital-

ist system and to eliminate racism, a

Leninist-Trotskyist vanguard party must
be built to link together all forms of

resistance to immiseration and oppres-

sion in order to create an egalitarian

socialist society here and internationally.

For new October Revolutions! Reforge
the Fourth International! For a workers
republic in Japan as part of a socialist

federation of Asia!»
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Young Spartacus

Free Mumia...
(continuedfrom page 12)

At last year's April 24 “Millions for

Mumia" rally, a handful of small-time

Bay Area labor fakers like Jack Heyman
of 1LWU longshore Local 10 and Bob
Mandel of the Oakland teachers union,

joined by the slimy Bolshevik Tendency,

acted to camouflage their appeal to the

liberals in defense of the “fairness" of the

capitalist courts by tacking “Free Mumia"

Reuters

Mumia Abu-Jamal during his appeal
hearings in Philadelphia, 1995.

onto the call for a new trial. This year,

even the “left" fig leaf was largely gone;

as one protester said to a WV salesman at

the rally, "It’s an election year, what do

you expect?"

The reformists subordinate the issue of

Mumia’s innocence and freedom to their

attempt to make the Democratic Party

more palatable by cleaning up its image,

in order to better tie the workers to their

capitalist exploiters. This was clear at a

May 12 “Labor Conference for Mumia”
in Oakland organized by the Labor

Action Committee, which passed the fol-

lowing motion put forward by Mandel:
"WHEREAS [Philadelphia mayor] Ed
Rendell has been appointed the chair-

man of the Democratic National Com-
mittee and will play a leading role in the

Democratic convention in LA in August
2000 and

“WHEREAS Ed Rendell was the Phila-

delphia District Attorney when Mumia
was railroaded and has continued to play

an active role in seeking his execution ...

“THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that

this conference condemns Rendell's

appointment."

Mandel, one-time supporter of the SL,

longtime virulent Spartacist-baiter and

up-and-coming junior union bureaucrat,

is now openly embracing a perspective of

putting a better face on the Democratic

Party. Exposing these pro-Democratic

Parly labor fakers, an SL supporter said

from the floor of the May 12 conference,

"In order for the working class to exercise

its power, it must be mobilized politically

independently of its class enemies, the

Democratic Party.”

Join the Revolutionary
Contingent!

The notorious frame-up of Mumia
Abu-Jamal symbolizes what the barbaric,

racist death penalty is all about in capital-

ist America. The capitalist forces of “law

and order," represented by both the Dem-
ocratic and Republican parties, want

Jamal dead because they see in this elo-

quent journalist, MOVE supporter and

former Black Panther Party spokesman

the threat of black revolution, a symbol

of defiant opposition to their system of

racist oppression. They want to execute

this innocent man as a warning to all

those who fight against racism and

vicious cop repression in the ghettos, who
defend the working class against capital-

ist exploitation, who oppose imperial-

ist mass murder from the Balkans to

Iraq. The Partisan Defense Committee

calls on working people, minorities,

youth and all opponents of capitalist

repression in the U.S. and around

the world to demand: Freedom now for

Mumia Abu-Jamal! Abolish the racist

death penalty! There is no justice in the

capitalist courts! March with the Sparta-

cus Youth Club in a revolutionary contin-

gent based on these demands on May 13!

Instead of demanding freedom for

Mumia, the liberal and reformist organ-

izers of the May 13 demonstration have

watered down their demands in order to

attract hypocritical Democratic Party pol-

iticians. They say only: "Stop the execu-

tion!" and “New trial for Mumia!" or “Let

the evidence be heard!” Do not be put off

by the watered-down politics of the organ-

izers of this demonstration. Mumia’s life

depends on the broadest mobilization,

particularly by the multiracial working

class that has real social power. All out on

May 13!

To wage an effective fight for Jamal’s

freedom it is vital to understand what

we are up against: who our enemies are,

who our real allies are. Mountains of evi-

dence refuting the frame-up and proving

Jamal’s innocence have been heard time

and again. Obscenely the pro-Democratic

Party reformists even tell us to pressure

Janet Reno, the mass murderer of 86 men,

women and children in Waco, Texas in

1993, to “investigate" Mumia's frame-

up. Bourgeois liberals try to paint the

frame-up of Jamal as an exception, a

"miscarriage of justice,” in the same way

they try to pass off the killing by racist

cops of African immigrant Amadou
Diallo in a hail of 41 bullets as an “aber-

ration” in an otherwise just system of

“democracy.” Behind the call for a “new

trial" is a reformist political program

premised on the belief that the brutal

racist capitalist state—whose sole pur-

pose is to defend the “right” of the capi-

talist ruling class to reap profits off the

labor of working people—can be pres-

sured and reformed to be "just.”

This is a dangerous illusion! Look

what happened to Hurricane Carter.

Framed up on false murder charges in the

mid-1960s because he was an advocate of

the right of armed self-defense. Carter

finally won a new trial in 1976 after an

international protest campaign. But when
he was convicted again . the liberals fled

his cause and Carter spent another ten

years in prison. Don’t let those who
preach reliance on the “neutrality” of the

racist, imperialist U.S. state keep you

away from demonstrating your determi-

nation to free Mumia!
We start with the Marxist understand-

ing that the capitalist state, based on the

cops, courts and prisons, is a force for

organized violence against the exploited

and oppressed working class. While we
must pursue every means of legal

redress, the fight to free Jamal must be

mobilized independently of the racist

capitalist state which has worked for

years to frame him up.

We put all our confidence in the social

power of the multiracial working class.

Workers unions are the only significant

force for integration in the workplace and

on the factory floor in racist America.

Unlike students, the working class in the

trade unions has the social power and

potential to become a battalion in the

struggle against racial oppression and

exploitation and to shake the foundations

of decaying world imperialism. The fight

to free Mumia, to abolish the racist death

penalty, if undertaken with a mobilization

of the union movement, would be a first,

giant step in that direction. But to under-

take this struggle, labor must break the

hold of the current pro-capitalist AFL-
CIO misleadership, which ties the work-

ing class hand and foot by preaching reli-

ance on the capitalist Democratic Party.

The fight to free Jamal must be mobilized

not only against the capitalist state, but

against the capitalist parties that run it.

On 23 October 1999 a powerful multi-

racial labor-centered mobilization of

10,000 initiated by the PDC ran the KKK
race-terrorists off the streets of New York

City—against the opposition of the Dem-
ocratic Party that defended the "rights" of

the KKK murderers. This was a powerful

example on a small scale of a revolution-

ary workers party in action—mobilizing

all the oppressed behind the working

class in opposition to the capitalists, their

parties and their state—as opposed to the

union misleaders who tie workers and

blacks to the Democrats.

When he was granted a stay of execu-

tion in August 1995 Mumia wrote, “Let

us utilize this precious time to build a

stronger and broader movement, to not

‘stay’ one execution, but to halt them all!

Down with the racist U.S. death pen-

alty!" Black oppression is an integral part

of racist American capitalism. To sweep

away the entire apparatus of capitalist

repression, to end their whole system of

racial oppression, exploitation and war,

requires a multiracial revolutionary work-

ers party to lead the fight for a workers

government which will take industry

away from its capitalist owners and

rebuild America on a socialist planned

economy. Finish the Civil War! Forward

to a workers state!

War Criminal...
(continuedfrom page 12)

has killed over 1.5 million Iraqi men,

women and children. It was Albright who
spearheaded the mass terror bombing of

Serbia which systematically destroyed

the civilian infrastructure, doing more

damage in ten weeks than Nazi Germany

accomplished there in WWII. Recently,

the Clinton/Albright regime has allocated

one billion dollars to the Colombian

bourgeoisie for the "war on drugs,” which

is in reality blood money for the assassi-

nation of peasant guerrilla insurgents.

The American military reoccupied the

Puerto Rican island of Vieques only a few

days before Albright appeared at Berke-

ley, insisting on its right to use the island

for unrestricted target practice. The SYC
opposes all attempts to drape colonialism

and imperialist butchery in “respectable”

academic robes.

The anti-communists of the Muslim

Student Union sought to limit protesters

to opposing the U.S. imperialist blockade

of Iraq as a “bad” American foreign pol-

icy decision; in this they were allied with

the craven reformists of the ISO. The ISO

supported the U.S.-armed Islamic muja-

hedin in Afghanistan against the Soviet

Red Army in 1979-89, backing those

who skinned schoolteachers alive for

teaching girls to read and write. Today the

ISO insists that Islamic fundamental-

ism plays a progressive “anti-imperialist"

role around the world. They proclaimed:
"
Islamists have now replaced socialists

and the left in terms of being in thefront-

line against the state in many countries
’’

(Socialist Worker [Britain], 20 August

1994 [emphasis in original]). The ISOers

dutifully limited their protest signs to

the tepid call "Albright. War Criminal,

Lift the Iraq Sanctions.” The SYC
chanted. "Down with the veil—For

women’s liberation through socialist rev-

olution!” while the ISOers said nothing

in defense of women’s rights. What
the Muslim fundamentalists especially

couldn’t stand was our call for the uncon-

ditional military defense of the Chinese

deformed workers state against U.S.

imperialism and internal counterrevolu-

tion. The SYC speaker explained:

“Today China is the main target of impe-

rialist counterrevolution. Pursuing impe-
rialist ’engagement' with Beijing to

undermine the economic foundations of

the planned economy, and at the same
time pushing military encirclement, pres-

sure and provocation. Washington aims
for the imperialist rcconquesl of China."

At this point, the MSU attempted to

get the SYC to surrender our bullhorn,

which we refused to do. On the ques-

tion of China the ISO shares the anti-

communism of the Muslim fundamen-

talists. The ISO’s mentor. Tony Cliff,

broke from the British Trotskyist move-

ment when he refused to militarily

defend North Korea and China against

the UN-sanctioned U.S. imperialist

onslaught known as the "Korean War."

Ironically, Albright used her UC
Berkeley platform to pander to the illu-

sions in “human rights" imperialism

which are widespread among the protest-

ers. She praised Berkeley students for

fighting for “debt forgiveness" for

the neocolonial countries, and for their

efforts to reform sweatshop condi-

tions internationally. Both campaigns are

attempts to shame the U.S. corpora-

tions and government, the most vicious

exploiters of labor the world over, into

removing the most glaring eyesores of

neocolonial exploitation. Rather than take

on the capitalist system, itself the origins

of this oppression, the liberals and refor-

mists accept the reactionary myth that

U.S. imperialism can be pressured to act

in the interests of workers and the

oppressed. Albright showed real savvy in

so lavishly praising the sweatshop cam-

paign, a main focus of the ISO’s activity

on campuses nationally! As usual, these

“leftists” resonate in tune with the line

put forward by the American capitalist

class and function to keep students who
want to oppose war and global poverty

from finding their way to communist

politics.

Throughout the day of demonstra-

tions and protest marches leading up to

Albright’s appearance, the Spartacus

Youth Club alone told the truth about

American class society and put forward a

revolutionary program to abolish capital-

ism. Imperialism is not “a misguided pol-

icy," but the era of capitalist decay in

which intensifying competition between

rival capitalist powers for economic and

military dominance leads to ever-greater

crises and wars. Against calls by lib-

eral and reformist protesters for a more
“progressive" U.S. foreign policy, we

explained that the entire capitalist system

is criminal. Only a victorious workers

revolution, like the October 1917 Revolu-

tion led by the Bolshevik Party of Lenin

and Trotsky, can abolish the dictatorship

of profit and private property and lay the

economic basis to eliminate class exploi-

tation and oppression once and for all.

The Spartacus Youth Clubs are the train-

ing ground for the revolutionaries who
will lead new Octobers. Join us!»

Spartacist
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WORKERS VANGUARD
SL/SYC Revolutionary Contingent at Bay Area Rally

More than 3,000 people rallied

in defense of death row political pris-

oner Mumia Abu-Jamal in San Fran-

cisco on May 13, while smaller protests

took place in Chicago, Philadelphia and

other cities. A week earlier, some 6,000

people packed New York’s Madison
Square Garden theater for a rally there.

Mumia’s cause was also featured

—

through speeches taped from his cell on

death row—at commencement ceremo-

nies at Antioch College on April 29 and

five days later at a 25th anniversary com-
memoration at Kent Slate of the National

Guard killing of four student protesters

against the Vietnam War.

Many youth have taken up Mumia’s
cause because they see the fight for his

freedom as part of a struggle against

social injustice and racist oppression. But

the liberal and reformist organizers of the

protests consciously formulated the rally

slogans to foster illusions in the capitalist

injustice system. While a handful of

speakers at the SF rally mouthed the

words "there is no justice in the courts,”

none took exception to the huge banner

behind them emblazoned with the call

“New Trial Now!"—pushing the notion

that Jamal will gel justice in the capitalist

courts that framed up this innocent man
and sent him to death row.

als and reformists—such as Socialist

Action. Workers World Party, Interna-

tional Socialist Organization. Revolution-

ary Communist Party/Refuse & Resist!

—

did not organize these protests around the

call to "free Mumia” because they seek a

bloc with liberal Democrats who won’t

call for freeing a convicted "cop killer"

These liberal capitalist politicians merely

want to clean up the more embarrassing

aspects of Jamal’s 1982 frame-up trial on

bogus charges of killing a Philadelphia

policeman. Many of the SF protesters

joined us when we chanted, "Democrats

and Republicans starve the poor! For a

workers party to wage class war!" and

"Capitalism means racism and war!

Socialist revolution is what we’re for!”

The liberals and reformists seek to turn

Jamal into a poster boy to illustrate that

this racist capitalist system is inherently

fair. This was captured in a full-page ad in

the New York Times (7 May) signed by

prominent academics, which concluded:

“While there are those who believe

Mumia is innocent and should be freed

now, and others who have no opinion

about his innocence, we are all united in

viewing Mumia’s 1982 trial as a trav-

esty of justice, and affirm that he MUST
have a new trial!" Likewise, liberal Dem-
ocratic Party SF Board of Supervisors

president Tom Ammiano told the crowd
that Mumia is “a man who may be inno-

cent,” for which he was rightly booed.

continued on page II

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright,

architect of foreign policy for the most
rapacious and bloody imperialist power
on earth, was met by militant protest,

boos, and angry attempts to shout her

down when she spoke at this year’s UC
Berkeley commencement on May 10.

The Berkeley Spartacus Youth Club took

an active part in the demonstration of

over 200 that began four hours before

Albright was scheduled to speak and
culminated in the ejection of protesters

from the ceremony as they tried to shout

her down.

Albright, although initially scheduled

to speak last, was hurriedly pushed to the

front of the commencement program and
then whisked out immediately after her

speech. This was so she wouldn’t have to

hear the student receiving the University

Medal, a child of Palestinian immigrants,

attack her horrendous legacy of mass
murder in Iraq from the rostrum.

As soon as Albright was announced.

SYC members were the first on their

feet, shouting “Down with Madeleine

Albright, butcher of the Balkans! For

workers revolution to smash U.S. impe-

rialism!" There was a moment of dead

silence as the Secret Service roughly

pulled out an SYCer and another stu-

dent sitting near him and threw them up

against cop cars. When dozens of other

students then raised their voices in an

attempt to shout down this imperial-

ist murderer, they too were summar-
ily ejected—a total of 59. Many more
known campus activists had been fin-

gered by university administrators and
thrown out even before the ceremony
began.

Participating in the Berkeley protest

were members of the Progressive Labor

Party (PL), Workers World Party (WWP),
the International Socialist Organization

(ISO), numerous individual anarchists

and campus pacifists. Also taking part

were many Muslim students organized by

American Muslims for Global Peace and

Justice as well as the reactionary, woman-
hating Muslim Student Union (MSU) at

Berkeley. As the demonstrators assem-

bled on Sprout Plaza for the rally earlier

in the afternoon, the SYC bullhomed:
"From Iraq to Kosovo, U.S. so-called
humanitarianism means military occupa-
tion to further its own aims—which boils
down to the ruthless pursuit of profit
and exploitation and oppression of work-
ing people throughout the world All
U.S./UN/NATO troops out of the Bal-
kans! Down with the starvation blockade
ol Iraq! All U.S./UN troops out of the

Young Spartacus

Persian Gulf! Down with the racist Dem-
ocratic Party of imperialism and war!

For workers revolution to defeat U.S.

imperialism!"

Both as U.S. ambassador to the United

Nations and now as Secretary of State,

Albright has enthusiastically served as

the administration's chief proponent of

the genocidal starvation blockade which

continued on page 1
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SYC speaker
addresses May 10
Berkeley protest
before joining in

attempt to shout
down Albright. Secret
Service dragged off

SYCers and other
protesters.
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Young Spartacus

San Francisco, May 13: Revolutionary Contingent called for mobilizing
labor's social power to free Mumia. Against liberal appeals for “new trial," we
say: “There is no justice in the capitalist courts!”

Many young protesters in San Fran-

cisco found what they were looking for in

the Revolutionary Contingent built by the

Spartacus Youth Club, the Spartacist

League and the Labor Black League. Pro-

testers literally tossed away the signs they

had been given that appealed to the racist

injustice system for a “new trial,” leaving

them in a pile on the ground, and joined

our contingent of nearly 100 behind the

Partisan Defense Committee banner read-

ing There Is No Justice in the Capitalist

Courts! Free Mumia Abu-Jamal! Abolish

the Racist Death Penalty!”

As the Bay Area SYC contingent call

reprinted below makes clear, the liber-

Young Spartacus

Young Spartacus

Free Mumia! Abolish the

Racist Death Penalty!

UC Berkeley Students Protest

War Criminal Madeleine Albright
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Gerald Davis

Abolish the Racist Death Penalty!

Chicago,
November 1998:
PDC-initiated
labor/black
mobilization to free
Mumia Abu-Jamal.
Death penalty
stands at apex
of capitalist

machinery of
repression.

For the first time since the U.S. rein-

stated capital punishment in 1976, a state

legislature has voted for abolition of the

death penalty. The May 18 repeal vote in

New Hampshire came only months after

Republican Illinois governor George
Ryan declared a moratorium on execu-

tions in that state in January. Ryan’s
announcement came after the widely pub-
licized releases of 13 death row inmates
who had proved their innocence. Fully

half of all Illinois death sentences that

have been appealed have been reversed in

favor of a new trial or sentencing hearing.

Throughout the U.S., 87 death row pris-

oners—one for every seven executed—
have been found innocent since 1977.

And those 87 are only the tip of the ice-

berg. Many of them, like five of the 13 in

Illinois, were exonerated only on the

basis of recently developed DNA testing,

the expense of which alone puts it out of
the reach of most prisoners.

It is a measure of how capricious,

wanton and racist the application of the

death penalty is in the United States that

Ryan, a supporter of capital punishment,
now says he will not proceed with execu-
tions without a “100 percent guarantee"
against wrongful convictions. The Illi-

nois moratorium and the New Hampshire
vole, along with the dozens of resolu-

tions against the death penalty passed in

cities around the country, are a measure
as well of concerns among sections of
the ruling class that the “authority” of
the state’s killing machine is being
undermined by continuing exposures of
death row frame-ups.

The death penalty stands at the apex of
the apparatus of capitalist state repression

in the U S., and that apparatus of repres-

sion has been heavily bolstered by the

Democratic and Republican parties in

recent years in order to contain the ex-

plosive contradictions generated by the

growing gap between the handful of
filthy rich and those at the bottom. The
rate of executions is now at its highest

level in 50 years. And the “alternative" of
life imprisonment proposed in the New
Hampshire bill amounts to a living death.

Over two million people now fill the jails

and prisons—largely a result of the racist

“war on drugs”—accounting for one-
fourth of the world’s prison population.

We oppose the death penalty for the

guilty as well as the innocent. We do not

accord the state the right to decide who
shall live and who shall die. We welcome
the Illinois moratorium, however brief it

may be, and any other measure curtail-

ing state-sanctioned murder, just as we
oppose all moves to expand and intensify

the repressive powers of the capitalist

state. Nothing short of a workers revolu-

tion will do away with the capitalist

state, which is a machinery of organized

violence to defend the rule of the capital-

ist exploiters against those whom they

exploit and oppress.

The death penalty is a barbaric leg-

acy of medieval torture, a system of
legal murder that reinforces the brutal-

ization of society in all respects. And in

racist America, ruled by the imperial-

ists who have slaughtered countless mil-

lions around the world in defense of their

profits, the primary victims of this bru-

tality are black people.

It is no accident that the states of the

former Confederacy lead the way in legal

lynching. Texas alone accounts for over a

third of all executions carried out nation-

ally since 1977. Capital punishment in

the U.S. is rooted in the system of slavery,

when black slaves were considered chat-

tel, the private property of the slaveowner.

The Constitution counted a black per-

son as three-fifths of a human being. The
Slave Codes prescribed torture or death
for hitting a white man in self-defense or

for any other act deemed “insolent” or a

challenge to the slaveholders. In the 1857

Dred Scott decision, the Supreme Court
decreed that the black man "had no rights

which the white man was bound to

respect." While the slave system was
smashed by the Civil War, the struggle for

continued on page 4

Persecuted by FBI, Witchhunted
by Liberal Civil Rights Leaders

Robert F. Williams:

Fighter Against
Klan Terror...6



Outrageous Persecution of

Mumia Supporters
In an ominous attempt to cripple

the defense of death row political pris-

oner Mumia Abu-Jamal, a federal court in

Philadelphia in late April imposed outra-

geous sentences against seven Mumia
supporters following their conviction on

sham charges issuing from a civil disobe-

dience action last summer. Among the 13

special restrictions handed down as part

of one-year supervised probation was a

ban on any contact with Jamal, thinly dis-

guised as forbidding association with

“felons."

In a May 24 protest letter to Attorney

General Janet Reno, the Partisan Defense

Committee declared:

"This prosecutorial vendetta is solely

intended to silence Mumia and his sup-

-r The State: Organ of Class Rule
r

As Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels first

laid out, it is the historic task of the working

class to sweep away the whole system ofcap-

% italist exploitation and oppression and usher
L % jn Q c iass [ess egalitarian society. Key to

• / mobilizing the proletariat in its class inter-

ests is the Marxist understanding that the

WL state—consisting at its core of cops, courts

M, and prisons—does not represent society as a

TROTSKY whole, as liberals argue, but exists to defend LENIN
• the rule of the dominant class. The capitalist

stale must be smashed through a socialist revolution and replaced by a workers stale

which expropriates the bourgeoisie and erects a planned, collectivized economy. The

victory of the proletariat on an international scale will lay the basis for the dissolution

of all classes and thus eliminate the needfor any apparatus of repression.

Whilst the capitalist mode of production more and more completely transforms the

great majority of the population into proletarians, it creates the power which, under

penally of its own destruction, is forced to accomplish this revolution. Whilst it forces

on more and more the transformation of the vast means of production, already social-

ised, into state properly, it shows itself the way to accomplishing this revolution.

The proletariat seizes political power and turns the means of production into state

property.

But, in doing this, it abolishes itself as proletariat, abolishes all class distinctions and

class antagonisms, abolishes also the state as state. Society thus far, based upon class

antagonisms, had need of the state. That is, of an organisation of the particular class

which was pro tempore [for the time being] the exploiting class, an organisation for the

purpose of preventing any interference from without with the existing conditions of pro-

duction, and. therefore, especially, for the purpose of forcibly keeping the exploited

classes in the condition of oppression corresponding with the given mode of produc-

tion (slavery, serfdom, wage-labour). The stale was the official representative of soci-

ety as a whole; the gathering of it together into a visible embodiment. But it was this

only in so far as it was the state of that class which itself represented, for the time being,

society as a whole: in ancient times, the state of slave-owning citizens; in the Middle
Ages, the feudal lords; in our own time, the bourgeoisie. When at last it becomes the

real representative of the whole of society, it renders itself unnecessary. As soon as there

is no longer any social class to be held in subjection; as soon as class rule, and the indi-

vidual struggle for existence based upon our present anarchy in production, with the col-

lisions and excesses arising from these, arc removed, nothing more remains to be

repressed, and a special repressive force, a state, is no longer necessary. The first act by

virtue of which the state really constitutes itself the representative of the whole of soci-

ety—the taking possession of the means of production in the name of society—this is,

at the same lime, its last independent act as a state. Slate interference in social relations

becomes, in one domain after another, superfluous, and then dies out of itself; the gov-

ernment of persons is replaced by the administration of things, and by the conduct of
processes of production. The state is not “abolished.” It dies out ...

With the seizing of the means of production by society, production of commodities
is done away with, and, simultaneously, the mastery of the product over the producer.

Anarchy in social production is replaced by systematic, definite organisation. The strug-

gle for individual existence disappears. Then for (he first lime man, in a certain sense,

is finally marked off from the rest of the animal kingdom, and emerges from mere ani-

mal conditions of existence into really human ones.

— Friedrich Engels, Socialism: Utopian and Scientific (1880)
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porters to prepare the way for his legal

lynching. Such activists as Clark Kis-

singer. a prominent advocate for Mumia.
and Frances Goldin, Mumia's literary

agent, were slapped with draconian re-

pression to stop their efforts on behalf of
this innocent man and compelling voice

for black freedom Mumia’s supporters

have been forbidden to contact him, can-

not leave New York without permission

from a probation officer, must surrender

their passports, submit to house searches,

list all persons they associate with and
turn in financial records to the courts. All

of this for an infraction the legal equiva-

lent of a traffic ticket!...

"The prosecution of his supporters with

such a vengeance is a testament to the

fact that the effort to execute Mumia
Abu-Jamal is supported by the highest

levels of the American ruling class and
its agents of repression. We demand
hands off all Mumia supporters. Drop all

the charges and all the restrictions!"

Mumia's powerful death row commen-
taries have been instrumental in galva-

nizing international support behind his

cause. It has been a longstanding aim

of the Fraternal Order of Police (F.O.P.),

which has spearheaded the drive for

Mumia's execution, to muzzle him and

keep his writings from being published

—

and that is what is behind the ban on

prison visits by Frances Goldin. Jamal's

latest collection of writings. All Things

Censored, includes the radio commen-
taries he had prepared for broadcast in

1994 on National Public Radio, which

caved in to pressure from the F.O.P. and

refused to air Mumia.
The judicial persecution of Jamal’s

supporters stems from a mass arrest of

96 protesters last July 3 at the Liberty

Bell in Philadelphia. One pretext used

by the cops for wading into the demon-
stration was a bogus bomb scare con-

cocted by the Philadelphia police. In

their drive to execute Jamal and intimi-

date the growing ranks of his supporters,

the F.O.P. and its allies have long sought

to smear Mumia’s defenders as “terror-

ists” or “crazies."

In a blatant violation of their rights

to free speech and assembly, protesters

were dragged off cn masse by federal

Park Rangers. All those arrested were

issued summonses for “failing lo obey

a lawful order," an infraction classified

as a petty offense. Those with the temer-

ity to demand a trial were convicted—
often on the basis of blatant lies by the

cops. The Park Rangers were unable even

10 identify some of the defendants.

Goldin holds Mumia's power of attor-

ney and handles his finances; Kissinger is

a leading spokesman for Refuse & Resist!

(R&R) and speaks regularly at Mumia
defense rallies. Now they must supply

a detailed accounting of their financial

affairs every month to the court, giving

the state access to information related to

Mumia's defense. Even Kissinger's wife,

who was not a defendant, was confronted

by FBI agents at her workplace demand-

ing that she produce financial records

from the past ten years for a federal grand

jury!

A protest statement distributed on

May 17 by R&R to solicit support for

the convicted protesters denounces the

Feds’ prying into the Kissingers’ finan-

cial records as "a giant fishing expedi-

tion... that further exposes the role of the

federal government in attempting to exe-

cute Mumia and silence the movement in

his defense."

But R&R’s actions are counterposed to

that understanding. An 18 January R&R
Internet posting uncritically reported the

conclusion of a delegation that had met

with Justice Department officials: "to

broaden and deepen the international

campaign to save the life of Mumia Abu-

Jamal with a focus on President Bill Clin-

ton and Attorney General Janet Reno....

We must say to them: the evidence is

in your hands." R&R also promotes the

call for a new trial for Mumia, which is

premised on the belief that the bourgeois

courts can be pressured lo be "just."

Mumia is innocent and should be free.

The power to win his freedom is cen-

tered in the multiracial labor movement,
which in taking up this fight will strike a

blow against the entire capitalist sys-

tem which is predicated on the brutal

exploitation of labor and rooted in the

racist oppression of black people. Drop
all charges against Mumia’s supporters!

Free Mumia now! Abolish the racist

death penalty!*

Quirk Family

Memorial Meeting for

Mary Van De Water-Quirk
1954-2000

Saturday, 3 June 2000 at 3:00 p.m.

International House of Chicago, University of Chicago
1414 East 59th Street (Dorchester Avenue Entrance)

For more information, call (312) 454-4930
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Spartacist League/Britain Statement
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All British/UN Troops Out Now!

WorkersHamiuhi*
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tne Labour government

Down with Labour s racist crusade

The following statement was issued

by our comrades ofthe Spartacist League/
Britain on May 16. While Revolution-

ary United Front leader Foday Sankoh
has since been arrested, the British/UN

imperialist presence in Sierra Leone has

deepened.

Over a week ago the Labour govern-

ment launched a military invasion of

Sierra Leone, dispatching 1,500 combat
troops including 700 paratroopers, Royal

Marine commandos, Gurkhas and SAS
“special forces.” The troops are supported

by a heavily armed armada offshore made
up of the aircraft carrier Illustrious,

a helicopter carrier the Ocean, Harrier

fighters and bombers, while other rein-

forcements are on their way. The invasion

of this small West African country was
supposedly to evacuate European civil-

ians, but upon arrival in Freetown British

troops immediately took over the airport

and paratroopers began patrolling the

streets.

Brigadier David Richards, commander
of the British military force, effectively

look command of the United Nations

troops there as well as of the Sierra Leone

national army which is to be merged with

Kamajor, a murderous pro-government

militia. Revolutionaries take no side in

the sordid civil war between the forces

loyal to the present government of Presi-

dent Kabbah and the “Revolutionary

United Front” (RUF). Both sides perpe-

trate heinous violence against the impov-

erished population.

The British military are now preparing

to “take the war to the rebels." Their

intention is that Sierra Leone forces will

do the frontline fighting while British and

UN troops will provide back-up. Labour

Foreign Secretary Robin Cook has threat-

ened: “If our troops are attacked, they

will fight back, I don't want the rebels to

be under any misunderstanding about

that” (Guardian, 12 May). If ministers

seem a little vague about what role the

troops will play, it is only because they

would rather have black African troops

bear the brunt of the casualties.

The same racist Labour government

whose cops kill blacks in police custody

with impunity and was forced to admit to

“institutionalised racism" in the forces of

capitalist “law and order” now dispatches

troops to shoot down blacks in Africa.

This capitalist government which rams

through privatisations and plant closures,

throwing thousands of workers in Britain

on the scrap heap, now rushes troops to a

former colony to secure control of the

diamond wealth for the capitalist class.

Working people and minorities in

Britain have no interest in this invasion

AFP

UN and British troops invade Sierra Leone. British imperialists seek to
assert control over diamond-producing former colony.

which has nothing to do with “human
rights” and everything to do with capital-

ist greed and hypocrisy. The Spartacist

League/Britain, section of the Interna-

tional Communist League, demands:

All British troops out of Sierra Leone
now! Down with Labour's neo-colonial

invasion!

Nothing could be more cynical than

the pretence by British imperialism, who
plundered and enslaved Africa for cen-

turies, that their military occupations are

undertaken under the rubric of "human
rights imperialism," which was the pre-

tence for waging war to insert an imperi-

alist military presence in the Balkans.

Britain’s relationship with Sierra Leone
is called imperialism, which is not a pol-

icy but, as Lenin described it, the highest

stage of capitalism, in which competing

capitalist powers struggle to redivide the

world among themselves. This necessar-

ily involves keeping poor countries in

poverty while a small number of giant

companies based in the richer countries

control the world market and make vast

profits.

The invasion of Sierra Leone is a con-

tinuation of Labour’s position in 1998

when they used mercenary dogs of war
such as Sandline International to prop up

the Kabbah government. This country,

one of the world’s poorest, has been dev-

astated by a nine-year-long civil war

which has killed upwards of 75.000 peo-

ple and mutilated countless others. But

Sierra Leone has tremendous diamond

resources, and the root of the conflict

is over who controls the vast profits.

What bothers the British imperialists, and

the UN who have 9,000 troops on site,

is not the "human rights” record of the

rebel RUF but the fact they control

the diamond-producing areas centred on

Kono and Koidu from which they earn

some $200 million a year. In fact it

was when UN troops attempted to move
into the RUF-controlled diamond-mining

areas that 500 troops were captured.

Some were killed, most are still miss-

ing. In the past the government forces

were supported by Nigerian troops while

Liberia, a neighbouring country, has sup-

ported the RUF. The threat of renewed

civil war in Congo could engulf several

African countries and fighting has broken

out again between Ethiopia and Eritrea.

Colonialism artificially created borders in

Africa dividing up ethnic groupings. The
spilling over of ethnic conflicts to neigh-

bouring countries has been a fairly com-
mon feature in recent years.

Internationally, rivalries among impe-

rialist powers have heated up in the post-

Soviet world where the dominant powers

are no longer restricted by united opposi-

tion to the Soviet Union which was a

degenerated workers state. Its destruction

by counterrevolution in 1991-92 had dis-

astrous impact, not least in Africa which

became even more impoverished as aid

from the Soviet Union dried up. Imperi-

alist rivalries lead to wars, the outlines of

which can be seen in the “scramble for

Africa" now taking place over the conti-

nent’s vast resources. U.S. imperialism is

sending Jesse Jackson as its black front-

man while Richard Holbrooke, the U.S.

representative to the UN. is touring Africa

to drum up support for more UN troops.

The British military presence in Sierra

Leone partly reflects fears that the UN
will lose credibility because its forces—
mainly African and Asian troops—sent to

enforce a British/ U.S. -brokered "peace"

deal last year were no match for the RUF.
The UN is a den of imperialist thieves

and their victims which represents the

interests of the dominant world power,

the United Stales, and its allies. In Soma-
lia in 1993, racist UN “peacekeeping"

troops gunned down and massacred civil-

ians including women, children and the

elderly. The UN also presides over sanc-

tions against Iraq which have killed over

1.5 million people. UN troops are impe-

rialism’s official mercenaries in blue hel-

mets, and whether the soldiers hail from

the U.S.. Canada, Ireland. Bangladesh or

Nigeria their purpose is to guard the inter-

ests of the imperialists. We say: All UN
troops out of Sierra Leone!

The only way to end imperialist plun-

der of the Third World is through workers

revolution in the imperialist heartlands.

The Spartacist League is dedicated to

building a revolutionary workers party,

forged in the heat of class struggle, which

continued on page 9
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Death Penalty...
(continuedfrom page 1

)

black equality was betrayed by the victo-

rious Northern bourgeoisie. In the Jim

Crow system of rigid segregation which

issued out of the defeat of Reconstruction

in the South, official state murder was

supplemented by the extralegal terror of

the KKK.
More than two-thirds of the thousands

executed between 1930 and 1967 were

black. And with 98 people put to death

last year, the rate of execution is nearly

what it averaged in those years, when

Jim Crow reigned supreme in the South.

In the 1987 McCleskey v. Kemp case,

the U S. Supreme Court examined and

acknowledged overwhelming evidence

of the racist application of the death pen-

alty, only to conclude that this was "irrel-

evant" and that such bias is an "inevitable

part of our criminal justice system"—
meaning that it was all too relevant to the

workings of this injustice system. Nearly

half of the more than 3,600 men and

women on death row today are black.

As ever more cases come to light of

innocent people put to death, popular

support for the death penalty is at its low-

est point in two decades. Noting that

Ryan's moratorium “once would have

represented a remarkable political risk,”

the Wall Street Journal (21 March)

reported that two-thirds of residents "ex-

pressed approval of Mr. Ryan's action."

At the same time, there is widespread

anger over systematic frame-ups and

cop terror, from the LAPD Rampart
Division's routine frame-ups, torture and

murder to the NYPD killing of Amadou
Diallo and the exoneration of his exe-

cutioners. With the cops increasingly

viewed as "out of control,” the U.S. Jus-

tice Department has launched probes in

recent years to “clean up" the more fla-

grant "excesses" of police depart-

ments from NYC to Buffalo, Pittsburgh

and Los Angeles. Through such cos-

metic measures, the capitalist rulers seek

to maintain the pretense of “democracy"
which masks their class dictatorship.

Aiding this effort in their own way are
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Racist cops act as executioners on
the streets. Signs outside Brooklyn
funeral of Patrick Dorismond in

March recall some of many victims
of NYPD terror.

the reformists of the International Social-

ist Organization (ISO). The call of its

Campaign to End the Death Penalty for

"Moratorium Now, Abolition Next,” which

is emblazoned on the cover of the Inter-

national Socialist Review (Spring 2000),

puls it to the right of the Republican-

majority New Hampshire legislature,

which voted for “abolition now." A recent

Internet posting (25 May) by a disgrun-

tled ISO supporter makes clear what is

behind the ISO's refusal to call for aboli-

tion: “The ISO leadership instructed

members NOT to argue for the abolition-

ist position in the interests of standing on

‘common ground’ with supporters of the

death penalty on the question of the ‘mor-

atorium.' This took the form of a concrete

slogan raised by the ISO: Moratorium

Now, Abolition Next.’... It is transform-

ing our meager forces into the ground

troops of Democratic Party hacks like

Jesse Jackson and others.”

Racist Legal Lynching

Texas is emblematic of the rigged

scales of capitalist “justice." Court-

appointed lawyers for indigent defen-

dants are commonly known to sleep

through their trials, while the state

appeals court is notorious for almost

never overturning death penalty convic-

tions. James Beathard was executed in

Texas last December for the murder of a

family of three based solely on the testi-

mony of a friend who accused him of

being the sole killer. Three months later,

the same prosecutor dismissed that testi-

mony to win a death sentence against the

friend for having himself carried out the

killings, to which he confessed before

Beathard’s execution. Even Texas prison

officials who are supporters of Bush

gasped when the governor claimed that

"every person that has been put to death

in Texas, under my watch, has been

guilty.”

That innocence is no bar to execution

was sanctified by the Supreme Court

itself in January 1993, when it rejected

an appeal by Texas death row prisoner

Leonel Herrera to hear evidence that

another man had confessed to the murder

for which Herrera had been convicted.

Four months later, Herrera was strapped

onto a table and injected with lethal

drugs. Now Shaka Sankofa (Gary Gra-

ham), a black man who was only 17

when he was sent to death row in 1981,

faces execution on June 22 despite pro-

viding massive evidence of his inno-

cence. Stop the execution!

In a New York Times (21 May) article on

death row political prisoner Mumia Abu-

Jamal, Francis X. Clines writes: "Oddly,

for all the moratorium talk, capital pun-

ishment has not yet emerged as an issue

in this year's presidential arena.” The pol-

itics of racism and death are at the core of

American bourgeois politics. Clinton/

Gore won the White House back for the

Democrats in 1992 in large part through

a campaign of outright racist displays

aimed at winning the Southern white

vote. This effort was symbolized by

Clinton's Hying back to Arkansas in the

middle of his election campaign to per-

sonally oversee the execution of a brain-

damaged black man, Ricky Ray Rector.

It was New Hampshire's Democratic

governor, Jeanne Shaheen, who immedi-

ately vetoed the bill abolishing the death

penalty. Gore's formal nomination will

be presided over by Democratic Party

national chairman Ed Rendell. a former

Philadelphia mayor who as D.A. in 1982

railroaded Mumia to death row. And
Pennsylvania governor Tom Ridge, who
has twice ordered Mumia’s execution, is

a leading prospect to be the running mate

for Republican Bush, who himself has

overseen 127 executions since 1995.

As we have said since first taking up

Jamal’s cause 13 years ago. his case illu-

minates what the racist death penalty is

all about. Even the Times article acknowl-

edged in a photo caption: “Mumia Abu-
Jamal, the face of capital punishment in

America.” Framed up and sentenced to

death on false charges of killing a Phila-

delphia policeman, Mumia has presented

mountains of evidence of his innocence.

This makes no difference to the capitalist

rulers who want Jamal dead because they

see in this eloquent journalist, MOVE
supporter and former Black Panther Party

spokesman the threat of black revolution,

a symbol of defiant opposition to racist

oppression. Free Mumia!

Workers Revolution Will

Smash State Killing Machine

With capital punishment so inter-

twined with black oppression—the bed-

rock of capitalism in this country— it is

highly unlikely that the death penalty

would be eliminated in the U.S., though

it is not inconceivable. In fact, there

was a hiatus in executions for almost a

decade until 1977, and in 1972 the

Supreme Court struck down existing

death penalty laws as “wanton and freak-

ish." ordering states to rewrite their stat-

utes. This move came in response to

massive popular unrest, beginning with

the civil rights movement of the 1950s

and '60s and then the mass protests

against the imperialist war in Vietnam.

At the same lime, the racist rulers did not

need an official death penalty to unleash

the FBI’s murderous COINTELPRO
campaign against the Black Panthers, 38

of whom were killed without benefit of

even a frame-up “trial," assassinated in

their beds or gunned down on the streets

by the cops.

Writing of the death penalty in Britain

Commercial Appeal

nearly 150 years ago. Karl Marx con-

demned “any principle upon which the

justice or expediency of capital punish-

ment could be founded, in a society glo-

rying in its civilization.... What a state

of society is that, which knows of no bet-

ter instrument for its own defense than

the hangman" ("On Capital Punishment"

[ 1 853]). Today, in the epoch of capitalist

decay, the barbarism of this system has

only deepened. As the instruments of

social control become increasingly more

savage, even juveniles and the mentally

impaired are being sentenced to death in

growing numbers. Crime and punish-

ment are defined in class terms: in the

eyes of the bourgeoisie, when hundreds

of workers die in a factory fire because

the employer sealed up the fire exits, that

is deemed an “accident," not murder!

As we wrote in “State Butchers Gil-

more" (WV No. 141, 21 January 1977),

following the first execution in the U.S.

after the Supreme Court decision bring-

ing back capital punishment, the death

penalty "is one among many proofs of

the failure of capitalism in its death

agony to fulfill its promise of a decent

life.... The hangmen and firing squads

will not be eliminated through civil liber-

tarian reforms. Only the victorious prole-

AP

Stop the legal murder of Shaka
Sankofa (Gary Graham)! Despite
massive evidence of innocence, he
faces execution in Texas on June 22.

tarian revolution that overthrows the

bourgeois state will abolish the death

penalty for good and smash the prisons,

in the course of rooting out the whole
vicious cycle of crime, punishment and

repression caused by capitalism."
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Spring 2000 issue of ISO journal. Reformist ISO stands to right of Republican
majority New Hampshire legislature, which voted for "abolition now.”
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Capitalist Counterrevolution Tramples Women’s Rights

The following article is translated

from the current issue 0/ PI al forma Spar-

takusowcdw (No. II, Spring-Summer

2000), published by the Spartakusowska

Grupa Polski, Polish section of the Inter-

national Communist League.
Poland:

At 6:30 p.m. on January 25 in the small

city of Lubliniec near Czestochowa, cops

smashed their way into a gynecologist’s

office just as doctors were completing

an abortion. The patient, a mother of four

about 40 years old, and her physician and

anesthesiologist were arrested by the

cops and the two doctors now face crim-

inal charges with penalties of up to three

years’ imprisonment!

This vicious police attack, threatening

the life and health of a woman during a

surgical procedure in the privacy of her

doctor’s office, underscores the profound

contempt for women which permeates

the Polish bourgeois slate ten years after

clerical-nationalist Solidarnotfd spear-

headed the restoration of capitalist rule.

Nor is it accidental that this first police

attack on a gynecologist’s office was con-

ducted not in a major city but in a small

town in the economically devastated

Slask coal mining region, plagued with

poverty and mass unemployment amidst

waves of privatization, pit closures and

wholesale slashing of the social security

system. The Spartakusowska Grupa Pol-

ski says: Drop all charges against the

Lubliniec doctors! Free abortion on

demand! For women's liberation through

socialist revolution!

As our comrades of the International

Communist League (then international

Spartacist tendency) warned throughout

the 1980s, banning abortion was a key

aim of clerical-nationalist SolidarnoSd

from its inception, when it called for the

right of the Catholic church to broadcast

its poisonous anti-woman propaganda

over state radio and television systems in

August 1980. Solidamotfd, the yellow

union for the CIA, Vatican and bankers,

mobilized the forces of rampant clerical-

ism and nationalism in Poland, helping

pave the way for the capitalist counter-

revolution which triumphed in the for-

mer Soviet bloc in 1990-92 and brought

untold devastation to working people

from Berlin to Vladivostok and beyond.

As we point out in the article “Polish

Feminists and Solidarno&5 Counterrevo-

lution" (Platforma Spartakusowcow No.

10, Fall-Winter 1999, reprinted as “Po-

lish SolidarnoSd: A Man’s World," WV
No. 724, 26 November 1999):

“This world-historic defeat for the work-

ing class has led to a vast increase in

attacks on working women, from the

sweatshops of Southeast Asia to anti-

abortion terror in North America and

beyond, and the unprecedented rise of

woman-hating religious bigotry and ene-

mies of basic human progress around the

world."

We communists of the ICL/SGP stand

on the record of our consistent fight

against Solidamo£d-led capitalist restora-

tion. We fought for the unconditional mil-

itary defense of Poland and the other

deformed workers states against imperi-

alist attack and internal counterrevolu-

tion. As communist partisans of the cause

of workers, women and all the oppressed,

we sought to mobilize the proletariat

to defend these states—whose gains

included abortion rights, free health care,

education, full employment—which rep-

resented a tremendous conquest of the

proletariat deriving from the October

Revolution of 1 9

1

7. At the same time, we

the helm of the capitalist government

in 1993-97, they loyally carried out the

same capitalist program as their Soli-

darno£<5 predecessors, including enforc-

ing the abortion ban which crowned the

SolidarnoSd counterrevolution and esca-

lating the racist deportations of Roma
[Gypsy) refugees.

As Marx and Engels noted in the

Communist Manifesto over 150 years

Polish nurses
protest against
low wages
outside
parliament
building in

Warsaw last

year.

ago, "the executive of the modern State is

but a committee for managing the com-

mon affairs of the whole bourgeoisie.”

The regimentation of the working class,

women and youth in the service of prof-

its through the promotion of reactionary

social norms is the common political pro-

gram of all wings of the bourgeoisie. As

communists we seek to show workers and

the oppressed that what is needed is not a

“change of government" but a socialist

revolution—led by the working class at

the head of all the oppressed—to sweep

away the putrefying capitalist system

itself. Those who labor must rule!

Fight for a Leninist Party!

Among those calling themselves “rev-

olutionary socialists” in Poland nowa-

days are the Employee Democracy group,

followers of [the late) prominent British

reformist Tony Cliff, and the Revolution-

ary Left Current (NLR), co-thinkers of

the late Ernest Mandel’s United Secretar-

iat. These self-styled "revolutionaries”

seek to recruit youth to their reformist

programs by (occasionally) claiming to

oppose the oppression of women and

defend abortion rights.

To conscious workers and radical

youth who may be checking out the cre-

dentials of such organizations for the first

time, we of the SGP say, “Buyer beware!”

When the most elementary defense of the

gains of working people, including abor-

tion rights, was posed pointblank, these

fakers stood on the opposite side of the

barricades together with the most vicious

enemies of women: from Pope Karol

Wojtyla to Afghan Islamic fundamental-

ists to Yeltsin’s Orthodox priests. From
1980 onward, under the banner of anti-

communist “democracy,” these “left”

groups hailed the very clerical-nationalist

forces who led the restoration of capital

ism and have unleashed anti-abortion

state terror and capitalist immiseration.

fought for workers political revolution to

oust the corrupt and discredited Stalin-

ist bureaucracies of the USSR and East

Europe, which were undermining these

gains and opening the road to capitalist

restoration. This program remains an

urgent necessity which the 1CL fights for

today in the remaining deformed workers

states of China, Vietnam, Cuba and North

Korea.

In capitalist Poland, there is wide-

spread discontent over the misery

wrought by massive privatization, devas-

tation of state health care and education,

and unemployment and starvation wages.

In place of the jobs and social bene-

fits eliminated in the name of “interna-

tional competitiveness,” workers, women
and youth are fed a steady diet of anti-

communism, religious obscurantism,

nationalism and anti-Semitism.

Many look to the ex-Stalinist Social

Democrats as a parliamentary “defense"

against the worst abuses of capitalist mis-

ery and clerical reaction. Yet when the

Social Democrats themselves stood at

Lech Walesa
(left), founder
of Polish
Solidarno^b, 1980.
Vatican-
sponsored
Solidarnosd
counterrevolution
drove women
out of jobs,
eliminated right

to abortion.

Free Abortion

on Demand!

To this day, these same groups hail

the reactionary woman-hating bigots

of Krzaklcwski's Solidarnosd as genuine

“trade unionists in the government”

( Employee Democracy No. 18. January

2000 )!

For the Solidarnosd reactionaries of

the AWS/UW [SolidarnoSd Election

Action/Freedom Union) coalition govern-

ment, criminalizing abortion is only one

step in the crusade for “family values"

and “combatting the loss of morality

among youth.” As we wrote after the im-

perialist occupation of Serbia (in which

Poland took an active part): “Together

with squeezing ever greater profits out

of the working class in the name of capi-

talist competition goes the need for

‘moral’ regimentation of the working

class" (Platforma Spartakusowcdw No. 9,

Spring-Summer 1999). While banning

abortion and promoting anti-immigrant

racism, clericalism and anti-Semitism,

the capitalists now seek to criminalize an

entire generation of working-class youth,

by targeting everything from pornogra-

phy to homosexuality to rock concerts

and the Internet.

As if in response to their masters' call,

the fake leftists of the Mandelile splinter

group NLR II have pul together a loose

bloc with the Stalinist KMP and the

Morenoite GIPR in order to explicitly

oppose organizing workers in resistance

to these attacks of the bourgeoisie As

they sneer in their “Bulletin of the Oppo-

sition” No. 1 (Fall 1999-Winter 2000):

"The basic field of activity must be the

living conditions of workers, activity in

the trade unions.

“There must be no concentration on sec-

ondary issues—to ascribe to national,

sexual and racial minorities, or students,

any ability to make changes in the

system is simply wrong and unserious"

Buying hook, line and sinker the bour-

geois lie that “communism is dead." these

phoney “revolutionaries” turn their backs

on Lenin’s leaching in What Is To Be

Done? that the ideal for revolutionary

Marxists is not “the trade-union secretary,

but the tribune of the people, who is able

to react to every manifestation of tyr-

anny and oppression, no matter where it

appears, no matter what stratum or class

of the people it affects; who is able to

generalize all these manifestations and

produce a single picture of police vio-

lence and capitalist exploitation; who is

able to take advantage of every event,

however small, in order to set forth before

all his socialist convictions and his dem-

ocratic demands, in order to clarify for all

and everyone the world-historic signifi-

cance of the struggle for the emancipation

of the proletariat."

In contrast to the fake leftists who
give a "Marxist” veneer to the reaction-

ary poison of bourgeois ideology in the

working class, the ICL/SGP. following

Lenin and Trotsky’s Bolsheviks, proudly

inscribes on our banner the fight for the

liberation of women and all the oppressed

as part of the struggle for new October

Revolutions'

Platforma

SRAR7A|gj^)\Yc6vV

na z?danie!

Platforma Spartakusowcow
No. 11, Spring-Summer 2000

$1 (28 pages)
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Persecuted by FBI, Witchhunted by Liberal Civil Rights Leaders

Robeit F. Williams:

Fightei Against Klan Tenoi
In the mid-1950s, the eruption of mass

black struggle against the Jim Crow
system of legalized racial segregation in

(he South opened up a new and convul-

sive period of modern American history.

For over a decade the black struggle for

equality and democratic rights domi-

nated political life in this country. From
the lunch counter sit-ins and “freedom

rides” in the South to the ghetto explo-

sions in the North, black anger shook

white racist America. These historic

struggles underscored yet again the cen-

trality of the fight against black oppres-

sion in the struggle to sweep away this

whole system of racist capitalism.

Today, a generation of black workers

and young activists have been taught to

look to the likes of Martin Luther King

Jr., Thurgood Marshall and the NAACF
of Roy Wilkins as the heroes of the mass

struggles for civil rights in the 1950s and

’60s. They are embraced by the capitalist

rulers and deified in school textbooks,

newspapers and movies precisely because

their strategy consisted of “moral sua-

sion” and "nonviolent passive resistance"

to pressure the federal government

—

through the Democratic Party—and con-

tain the explosive struggles for black

freedom. It is these liberals and preach-

ers that today’s purported black spokes-

men like Jesse Jackson and Al Sharpton,

who work overtime to channel raging

anger over the epidemic of racist cop ter-

ror into Democratic Party electoral poli-

tics. describe as their role models.

Aiding the efforts of the bourgeoisie

and its black front men are yesterday’s

black radicals—many of whom became
Democratic Party elected officials—and
the reformist left, who distort the mem-
ory of Malcolm X. purveying the myth
that this militant black nationalist was
moving toward agreement with Demo-
cratic Party liberal MLK. Malcolm X
was the voice of black militancy, intransi-

gent^ opposed to the “white man’s pup-

pet Negro ‘leaders’,’’ as he called King.

Bayard Rustin and other liberal civil

rights leaders. He reviled their calls for

"turn the other cheek" pacifism in the

face of murderous attacks by the KKK

CAROLINA
EDITION Journal anil (Sutto
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CITIZENS FIRE BACK AT KLAN
Ku Kluxers
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John Herman Williams

As president of Monroe, North Carolina NAACP in late 1950s, Robert F.

Williams (center) organized armed self-defense that beat back Klan terror.

Malcolm X, voice of black militancy,
opposed “turn the other cheek" paci-
fism of liberal civil rights leaders.

and other agents of Southern Dixiecrat

rule. He denounced their appeals to

Democratic president John F. Kennedy

and his brother Robert, the attorney gen-

eral who "came to the aid" of civil rights

activists by sending in the FBI and fed-

eral marshals to suppress militant black

protest.

While Malcolm X’s memory is dis-

torted, the story of those Southern mili-

tants who also rejected King’s pacifism

is largely untold. A recent biography.

Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams

and the Roots of Black Power by Timo-

thy B. Tyson, tells the story of this coura-

geous tighter for black freedom and the

struggles of the black masses in the

South against the combined forces

arrayed against them—the KKK, cops,

Feds and courts abetted by the liberal

civil rights leaders.

Monroe, North Carolina was the

Southeast regional headquarters of the

KKK. There Williams and members of

the NAACP chapter found themselves in

the midst of some of the most heated

battles of the civil rights movement.
These were notable not for the racist

atrocities and wanton killings which

mark the era. but for the fact that under

Williams’ leadership black people fought

back, giving as good as they got (in fact,

better) By deed and by word, Williams

did much to inspire a layer of young civil

rights activists in breaking from their lib-

eral illusions in American "democracy”

at home and U S. imperialism abroad.

He became a target for repression by the

capitalist stale because he personified die

black militancy that America’s rulers

feared, especially when tied to organ-

ized, armed self-defense against racist

terror. The title of the book refers to the

radio broadcast Williams hosted from

Havana, which carried piercing commen-
taries on American racism and the liberal

civil rights tops, after he was framed up

by the FBI and driven into exile in Cuba.

The book brings to life how Williams

led black workers and fanners in defend-

ing themselves against KKK nightriding

tenor, only to be abandoned by the liber-

als It demolishes the myth that black mil-

itants like Malcolm and Williams were

on a common course with the Demo-
cratic Party liberals, describing how Wil-

liams was vilified by Wilkins and King
and witchhunted out of the NAACP
Where the liberals openly embraced the

American capitalist state as an ally of

black people. Williams defiantly opposed

the imperialist rulers. But this self-

described “revolutionary black national-

ist" did not grasp the understanding that

the power to smash racist capitalist rule

resides in the multiracial working class.

As we wrote in our obituary. "Robert F.

Williams 1925-1996: Courageous Fighter

Against Racist Terror" (VVF No. 655, 8

November 1996): “The idea that in the

course of class struggle white workers

could overcome their racist prejudices

and recognize their common interests

with blacks was alien to Williams’ out-

look. Yet within the limits of that outlook.

Robert F. Williams was a heroic and hon-

orable fighter against black oppression."

During the mass black struggles of the

1960s, the question of armed self-defense

became a central dividing line between

the liberals represented by King and the

radicals. What was involved here was not

simply or primarily the right of individu-

als to defend themselves and their fami-

lies against violent attack. What was

posed was the organized self-defense of a

mass movement, embracing entire black

communities across the South, confront-

ing the Klan. White Citizens Councils

and local white-supremacist govern-

ments. When King pledged “nonviolent

resistance." he was really pledging alle-

giance to the "white power structure,” as

it was called at the time. He was saying

that the black movement would not go

beyond the passive, gradualist, electoral-

ist limits set for it by the liberal wing of

the American ruling class represented by

the Democratic Party under presidents

John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson.

That’s why Malcolm X called King a

“20th century Uncle Tom.”

Black Militancy and
Revolutionary Leadership

In the introduction to Radio Free Dixie.

Tyson writes: “The life of Robert F. Wil-

liams illustrates that '(he civil rights

movement’ and ‘the Black Power
movement’ emerged from the same soil,

confronted the same predicaments, and

reflected the same quest for African

American freedom." The civil rights acts

granted formal legal equality. But the

demands and aspirations of the “black

power" movement—which sought to

address the entrenched social and eco-

WANTED fb.

Manranl & Munsell

FBI persecuted Williams for advo-
cating black self-defense.

nomic oppression of black people—
could not be met within the framework of

racist American capitalism. Black power
can become a reality in this country only

in the form of workers power, the over-

throw of the racist capitalist system

through a socialist revolution, in which
black workers

—

who are subjected to

both race and class oppression— will nec

For Black Liberation Through Socialist Revolution!
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essarily play an exceptional role, led by a

multiracial proletarian vanguard party.

The activities of Williams and the

Monroe NAACP were symptomatic of

the large and growing militant left wing of

the Southern civil rights movement. This

tendency was centrally expressed in the

Student Non-Violent Coordinating Com-
mittee (SNCC), the main organization of

young black and also white radicals in

the South. By the early 1960s, SNCC
militants were derisively calling the mod-

erate Martin Luther King "De Lawd.”

King's liberal pacifism was totally dis-

credited by the Northern ghetto rebellions

of the mid-’ 60s, especially by his support

to the police repression of the impover-

ished black youth who took to the streets

in an outpouring of rage against racist cop

terror and the hellish conditions of ghetto

life. At this juncture, a new SNCC lead-

ership under Stokely Carmichael raised

the slogan of “black power” which in-

flamed, and was intended to inflame,

bourgeois liberal opinion. While signify-

ing a rejection of liberal integrationism,

in the absence of a proletarian perspective

this slogan also pointed to growing

pseudo-nationalist despair over the possi-

bility of integrated social struggle.

Our own political tendency originated

in and was in pan shaped by this tumul-

tuous period. The Spartacist League

began as the Revolutionary Tendency

(RT) in the once-Trotskyist Socialist

Workers Party (SWP), which was then

moving rapidly to the right. We recog-

nized that here was a historic, but fleet-

ing. opportunity to recruit the best of a

generation of young black militants to

revolutionary socialism (Trotskyism) in

the course of the mass struggles they

were leading. We wrote in an opposi-

tional document, “The Negro Struggle

and the Crisis of Leadership” (1963):

"The rising upsurge and militancy of the

black revolt and the contradictory and
confused, groping nature of what is now
the left wing in the movement provide

the revolutionary vanguard with fertile

soil and many opportunities to plant the

seeds of revolutionary socialism Our
task is to create a Trotskyist tendency in

the broad left wing of the movement,
while building that left wing....

“Wc work in these movements because

we want to fight racism in practice as

well as in theory, because we know ihat

it is only through the socialist revolution

that racism can be wiped out. To build

the revolutionary vanguard is to partici-

pate in and build the revolutionary lead-

ership of the current struggles of the

working class

—

of the fight for Negro
liberation."— reprinted in "What Strategy for

Black Liberation? Trotskyism
vs. Black Nationalism."

Marxist Bulletin No. 5 (Revised)

This is the perspective of revolutionary

integrationism. Our fight to mobilize the

multiracial proletariat in struggle against

every manifestation of racist oppression

is based on the understanding that genu-

ine equality can only be achieved through

the assimilation of black people into an

egalitarian socialist society. American
capitalism is rooted in the bedrock of

black oppression. There can be no social

revolution in this country without united

struggle of black and white workers led

by a multiracial vanguard party, and there

is nothing other than a workers revolution

which can at last realize the historic

struggle for black equality and freedom.

In the absence of revolutionary leader-

ship, the mass black struggles of the

1960s

—

first in the South and then the

North—led to no more than minimal and

token gains which have since largely

been reversed. "Moderate” civil rights

leaders, personified by Jesse Jackson,

became the black front men. centrally

through the Democratic Party, for the

white power structure. Black militants

like Robert F. Williams and later the

Black Panther Party leaders were sub-

jected to murderous state repression,

while many black radicals who did not

find their way to a proletarian revolution-

ary perspective ultimately made their

peace with racist American capitalism. In

a founding document of the SL, “Black

and Red—Class Struggle Road to Negro

Freedom" (Spartacist No. 10, May-June

Muhammad Speaks cartoon lambasted M. L. King for supporting repression of 1965 L.A. Watts upheaval. King

(second from left) and other liberal civil rights leaders, here with Democratic president Kennedy in 1963, preached

reliance on federal government.

1967), written as the "black power"

movement was already moving in a hard

nationalist direction, we warned that "the

slogan ‘black power’ must be clearly

defined in class , not racial terms, for oth-

erwise the ‘black power’ movement may
become the black wing of the Demo-
cratic Party in the South." That is pre-

cisely what happened.

As a new layer of youth is drawn to

the militancy exemplified by Malcolm X
and others, the former black radicals and

reformist leftists seek to corral them back

into the Democratic Party fold. That was

the purpose of the nationalist and reform-

ist organizers of the Black Radical Con-

gress conference in Chicago two years

ago, as they tried to convince the hun-

dreds of youth who turned out that Mal-

colm was at one with King. Similarly,

Socialist Action’s Nat Weinstein (who
played a leading role in the SWP as it

went over to reformism in building class-

collaborationist “antiwar” coalitions with

Democratic Party politicians during the

Vietnam War) claimed: "King’s campaign

for economic justice for poor people,

especially in the South, and Malcolm X’s

angry Black nationalists coming from the

North, was a dangerous threat to capital-

ism. Both currents were on a course

toward each other and toward a freedom
movement with a powerful anti-capitalist

spin” (Socialist Action, August 1997).

It is necessary for the present genera-

tion of young black workers and students

to learn not only the true story of the

heroic struggles waged by Williams and

other black radicals in the South in this

period but also about the limits and con-

tradictions of the “black power” mili-

tancy which they represented.

Organizing Black Self-Defense
in the South

The son of a boilermaker. Williams

was born in 1925 in Monroe, North Caro-

lina into a family with a tradition of ac-

tivism and self-defense. His grandfather,

Sikes Williams, was a radical activist in

the integrated Populist-Republican alli-

ance in the 1890s, publishing a small

newspaper, People’s Voice. Branded a

"radical," targeted by white racists, Sikes

Williams kept a loaded rifle close at

hand, a rifle passed on to Robert F. Wil-

liams by his grandmother

In 1941, while working on a New Deal

National Youth Administration job, 16-

year-old Williams organized a strike to

protest racist discrimination This coura-

geous act won him an FBI file marked

"Security-C," meaning the Feds branded

him a Communist. Two years later he

moved to Detroit, finding work in the

Ford defense plant and becoming a mem-
ber of the militant United Auto Workers

(UAW) Local 600, where he came in con-

tact with members of the SWP and the

Communist Party. Williams was caught in

the middle of the 1943 racist riot in which

25 black people were killed by white

mobs abetted by the cops. The UAW
tops offered little more than pious wishes

to end racial discrimination and a self-

congratulatory pat on the back that the

bloodshed had not entered the plants. In

contrast, the then-Trotskyist SWP’s Mili-

tant (3 July 1943) called for determined

union action in defense of the black

masses, noting that “the native fascists

would be cowering in their holes, demo-

ralized instead of triumphant, had the

union leaders called out the veteran flying

squadrons to defend the Negro people."

After serving in the army, Williams

used his benefits under the G.I. Bill to

attend a number of Southern colleges,

which were, of course, segregated at the

time. When the benefits ran out. he w-as

forced to quit college and look for work.

He found it difficult to make a decent

living in a country where black men were

proverbially "the last hired and the first

fired." At the same time, he was already

being hounded by the FBI because he

“had used communist words and slo-

gans like ‘freedom’ and ‘democracy’ and

‘justice’."

This is a statement of how the capital-

ist rulers see as a revolutionary chal-

lenge even an assertion by black people

of the very purported "principles" on

which the American republic was

founded. The fight for black freedom

does indeed require the shattering of this

system which is rooted in the forcible

segregation of the majority of the black

population at the bottom of this society,

to be used as a reserve army of labor

when the capitalists need them and

increasingly deemed to be a “surplus

population." At the same time, the racist

ideology which accompanies black

oppression is wielded by the exploiters

to weaken and divide the working class

as a whole.

When the Korean War broke out in the

early 1950s, Williams enlisted in the

Marines. His outspoken opposition to

racism in the Marine Corps antagonized

his white officers, and after a year he was
given a "dishonorable discharge." Like

many of the black soldiers who went
through World War II and the Korean

War, Williams left the service determined

continued on page 8
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Williams...
(continuedfrom page 7)

lo break down Jim Crow barriers at home.

In his autobiographical account Negroes

With Guns (1962), Williams writes:

“When I got out of the Marine Corps, I

knew I wanted to go home and join the

NAACP."
The NAACP Williams found was not

the militant vehicle for fighting black

oppression he expected. Faced with an

upsurge of KKK terror aimed at crushing

the nascent civil rights struggles, the black

middle-class professionals in Monroe
abandoned the NAACP. By the time Wil-

liams joined, the branch was in the pro-

cess of dissolution, and it wasn't long

before the presidency fell to him by

default. Williams recalled, “They elected

me president and then they all left.”

Turning first to the black vets,

Williams rebuilt the chapter with the

working-class blacks who were held in

contempt by the middle-class NAACP.
“One day I walked into a Negro pool-

room in our town, interrupted a game by

putting NAACP literature on the table

and made a pitch. I recruited half of

those present.... We began a recruiting

drive among laborers, farmers, domestic

workers, the unemployed and any and all

Negro people in the area. We ended up
with a chapter that was unique in the

whole NAACP because of working class

composition and a leadership that was

Williams and wife

Mabel in Havana,
1961, practicing

with pistol given
to him by Fidel

Castro.

As KKK terror swept the South, two
white racists assaulted two black women
in separate attacks in Monroe. Their

acquittal outraged the city's black popu-

lation. Williams responded to the court

whitewash by telling reporters:

"We cannot rely on the law. We get no
justice under the present system. If we
feel that injustice is done, we must right

then and there on the spot be prepared to

inflict punishment on these people. I feel

this is the only way of survival. Since the

federal government will not bring a halt

to lynching in the South and since the

so-called courts lynch our people legally,

if it’s necessary to stop lynching with
lynching, then we must be willing to

resort to that method.”

— quoted in Tyson, Radio Free Dixie

For refusing to retract his statement,

Williams was suspended as Monroe chap-

ter president by the NAACP national

IN MEMORY OF
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'
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in memorial at

16th Street

Baptist Church.

not middle class" (Negroes With Guns).
Within two years the once defunct

branch numbered some 300 members,
with black women comprising the largest

group among the new recruits.

Following the summer 1957 drowning
death of a black child—blacks were
allowed to swim only in local creeks—the

Monroe NAACP began efforts to desegre-

gate the only public swimming pool in

town. Tyson recounts how the campaign
drove away their white liberal supporters;

the prospect of an integrated swimming
pool touched the very core of racist

pathology in the South—"race-mixing,”

particularly the fear that white women
might become sexually attracted to black

men. A local KKK leader warned that a

black person going to a white swimming
pool "is looking for a funeral." Klansmen
from throughout the state descended on
Monroe, burning crosses and driving

through the ghetto in armed caravans
escorted by the cops. On several occa-
sions, the racists fired into the house of
Monroe NAACP vice president Dr. Albert

Perry, who along with Williams and oth-

ers was deluged with death threats.

Williams and his NAACP comrades
organized to defend Perry’s house

—

wearing steel helmets and armed with
M-l's. Mausers and German semi-
mtomatic rifles. On one occasion, when
a KKK motorcade opened fire on Perry’s

home Williams and his men greeted the

nightriders with a hail of gunfire from
behind sandbag fortifications and earthen

entrenchments. The fascist vermin turned

tail and ran. As Williams put it, “the

Klan didn’t have any more stomach for

this type ol fight They stopped raiding

our community"

8

H
leadership. NAACP head Roy Wilkins

launched a redbaiting campaign which
culminated at the organization’s 1959

convention that was to make a final deci-

sion on Williams’ case. Recognizing that

Williams had substantial support at the

base of the NAACP, Wilkins trotted out

luminaries like Republican New York
governor Nelson Rockefeller, Jackie

Robinson and Martin Luther King to

denounce him. With Southern cops and
Klansmen beating and killing black

people with impunity. King argued that

"violence” by blacks "would be the great-

est tragedy that could befall us.” Williams

refused to cave in, concluding the speech

before his suspension was upheld with a

defiant roar: “I am a man and I will walk

upright as a man should. I will not crawl!"

Tyson notes that the many black mili-

tants who supported Williams included

Malcolm X, who after their meeting in

1958 regularly invited Williams to speak

at his Harlem Mosque No. 7. According

to Williams. Malcolm would tell the con-

gregation “that our brother is here from

North Carolina, and he is the only fight-

ing man that we got and we have to help

him so he can stay down there.”

Williams Flees to Cuba
The NAACP actions didn't silence or

slop Williams' efforts. In the summer of

1961, Monroe became a major focus of

the Freedom Rides, a campaign across

the South to integrate restaurants and
other public facilities. That same sum-
mer, renewed protests to desegregate the

municipal swimming pool were met by a

brutal racist backlash. The young pro-

testers were savagely attacked by Klans-

men and other white-supremacists

—

many from out of state—but were con-

strained from defending themselves

because of the philosophy of "nonvio-

lence" promoted by King’s Southern

Christian Leadership Council (SCLC)
and the NAACP tops.

As white mobs rioted in downtown
Monroe, a white couple drove into the

black neighborhood. Recognized as driv-

ing around town with a racist banner

the day before, they were stopped by

angry blacks. Suspecting a provocation,

Williams intervened and escorted the

couple into his house to protect them.

Almost immediately, white racists drove

by with guns blazing as black residents

defended themselves. At this point, the

local chief of police phoned Williams,

threatening that in 30 minutes he would

be hanging in the courthouse square.

Fearing for his life, Williams and his

family fled Monroe and made their way
north. The FBI charged him with kidnap-

ping the white couple whom he had res-

cued. After living underground for sev-

eral months, Williams and his family

managed to get to Cuba.

In the face of unremitting U.S. imperi-

alist hostility in the aftermath of the

overthrow of the corrupt Batista dictator-

ship by Castro’s peasant-based guerrilla

forces, in 1960 the petty -bourgeois Cas-

tro government expropriated the domes-
tic and foreign capitalists, creating a

workers state, albeit one bureaucratically

deformed from its inception in which the

workers were denied political power.

Williams had previously visited Castro’s

Cuba, where he was “made to feel that I

was a member of the human race for the

first time in my life" Though Williams

had never professed a belief in commu-
nism, he particularly hailed the gains

made by black people in the Cuban Rev-

olution. That this black militant could

find in Castro’s Cuba not only a refuge

from U.S. government persecution but

also a platform to attack racist American
society helped dispel anti-Communist
prejudices among American radicals.

However, by the mid-1960s, the Cas-
tro bureaucracy, following the lead of the

Brezhnev regime in the USSR, its main
protector, was pushing for better rela-

tions with Washington in the name of
“detente.” Williams’ scathing attacks on
liberal Democrats and mainstream black

leaders like King thus became an embar-
rassment for the Cuban Stalinist regime.

Cuban officials began to obstruct his

activities and demanded that they be
allowed to censor his newsletter and
radio program. In 1966, Williams went
to China, where the Mao Zedong regime
was still posturing as a militant opponent
of American imperialism. In 1969, Wil-
liams returned with his family to Michi-
gan. where after years of court battles, he
finally got the Feds to give up their

efforts to imprison him.

The Black Revolt and Origins
of the Spartacist Tendency

Williams was not guided by a proletar-

ian class perspective. According to Tyson.
Williams’ disillusionment with Castro's
Cuba took on an anti-Communist colora-
tion. allegedly telling one black radical
who was inspired by the Cuban Revolu-
tion that the answer to black oppression
lay with "more Nat Turner than whitey’s

Marxism-Leninism." At the same time,
Tyson documents how during Williams’
years in Monroe he worked on several

occasions with the SWP. in the Fair Play

for Cuba Committee and earlier in the

infamous 1958 "Kissing Case," where

they joined with black radical attorney

Conrad Lynn in defending two black chil-

dren who had been charged with rape for

being kissed by a white girl. Among the

SWPers who were sent to work with

Williams in Monroe was Price Chatham,

who became a supporter of the RT.

Tyson makes clear his view that the

role of white leftists was simply to sup-

port the struggles of black militants.

T\son approvingly reports that at its 1957

convention the SWP “proclaimed the

need for an independent African Ameri-

can political leadership—preferably one

that also had ties to the NAACP— ‘to

determine the program’ for themselves

and ‘to make it theirs’.” The SWP major-

ity resolution did indeed envision support

to separatist demands and also supported

the call for federal troops to protect black

people in the South (see “In Defense of

Revolutionary Integrationism,” Spartacist

[English-language edition] No. 49-50.

Winter 1993-94).

By the late 1950s and early ’60s, the

revolutionary fiber of the historic party of

American Trotskyism had been sapped by

a decade of political isolation during the

McCarthyite Cold War period. Reflecting

the pressures of liberal public opinion as

well as illusions among the black masses,

the SWP called for federal government

intervention to enforce court-ordered

school desegregation, first in Mississippi

in 1 955 and two years later in Little Rock,

Arkansas. And U.S. president Dwight

Eisenhower did send troops into Little

Rock. Not surprisingly, this resulted in

the crushing of local black self-defense

efforts, which was indeed the chief aim of

the federal intervention. The SWP’s sup-

port for federal intervention provoked

considerable internal opposition, and for

a time the party leadership backed off

front this reformist position.

The SWP's growing accommoda-
tionism was opposed from within the

party, though Tyson does not address

this. Richard Fraser, a veteran Trotskyist

who originally developed the perspective

of revolutionary integrationism, fought

for a counterposed "Resolution on the

Negro Question” and argued at the 1957

convention:

"The critical problem of the moment, the

crisis of leadership in the Negro move-
ment, revolves around the question of
reformism or revolution....

“The [majority] resolution does not dif-

ferentiate. It supports the basic line of
the religious pacifist leadership.... The
differentiation will come as a result of
our being able to inject the revolutionary

proletarian program into that struggle."

Fraser opposed the SWP’s initial support

to the deployment of federal troops in

Little Rock, arguing in a letter later that

year (reprinted in Prometheus Research
Series No. 3, "In Memoriam Richard S.

Fraser” [August 1990]):

"The entire Negro community of Little

Rock, numbering 25,000, was poised and
ready for action. Their eagerness to par-

ticipate in the struggle at times over-
flowed in dramatic eruptions

"The demand for Federal Troops to the

South is revealed in action, not as an
adjunct to but as a substitute for the

organized action of the masses and is

counterposed directly to it."

As many civil rights militants were
moving to the left in the early ’60s,

the SWP was moving rightward, in effect

denying the need for a revolutionary

Marxist program and a vanguard party to

implement it. Thus the SWP abstained on
principle from the Southern civil rights

struggle, refusing to vie for leadership

and instead seeking only to influence and
pressure the existing leadership. The
1963 resolution “Freedom Now" asserted

that "the logic of the Negro struggle inev-

itably leads it into socialist channels." In

practice, the SWP became sideline cheer-

leaders for the mainstream civil rights

leaders like King, as well as radicals like

Robert F. Williams and black nationalist

critics like Malcolm X.

Standing on Fraser’s program of revo-

lutionary integrationism. the Revolu
tionary Tendency was bom in opposition
to the SWP’s centrist departure from
Trotskyism. We fought, as we do today,
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Sierra Leone...
(continuedfrom page 3)

is necessary to lead the working class

and oppressed in the overthrow of British

imperialism. We seek to mobilise the

multiethnic proletariat in the fight for

working-class rule. For this we must con-

vince the working class of the need for

irreconcilable opposition to Labour. Our

strategic task is to split Labour and to win

its working-class base to our revolution-

ary programme and party.

Labour has a long tradition of colo-

nial butchery in the service of the Empire.

Blair's spokesmen are ostentatious in

showing just how aggressive they can be

when fighting for British imperialism.

Their arrogance stems from the belief that

their attacks on the working class and

minorities, as well as imperialist wars,

will generate less opposition than when

the same attacks are carried out by a Tory

government. In the Balkans War last sum-

mer. Blair howled loudest for blood as the

world’s most powerful countries joined

forces to bomb Serbia. In Zimbabwe,

Robin Cook evidently believes he is over-

lord of colonial "Rhodesia" as he upholds

a condition imposed by Britain at the time

of independence which protected land

owned by white settlers from land reform.

Labour is also responsible for the fact

that British planes have terror-bombed

Iraq (together with U.S. planes) almost

daily since December 1998. They sent

British troops to Northern Ireland in

1969 and, of course, under Blair’s im-

perialist “peace" fraud they will stay

there—indeed the paratroop regiment

strutting through Freetown were the

killers of 14 unarmed demonstrators on

Bloody Sunday in Derry in 1972. We
say: British troops out of Northern Ire-

land now! British and all imperialist

troops out of the Balkans! During the

Balkans War we called for defeat of

imperialism through workers revolution

and for military defence of Serbia, with-

out giving an iota of political sup-

port to the Milosevic regime. Above all,

we stressed the need to forge Leninist

vanguard parties to lead the proletariat

in overthrowing the imperialist rulers

through socialist revolution.

Acting like colonialist masters in

Africa is the corollary of Labour’s racist

capitalist rule at home. Government
spokesmen orchestrated a racist frenzy

against refugees and immigrants—many

of whom come from the Balkans. Africa

and other areas ravaged by poverty and

war—which led to a dramatic increase in

racist violence. To workers facing job-

slashing such as in car manufacturing,

Labour and the trade-union bureaucracy

offer nothing but chauvinist demonstra-

tions waving the bloody Union Jack, the

emblem of racist exploitation. Social

chauvinism and nationalism are integral

to the programme of Labour and the

union bureaucracy whose role is to tie

the working class to the capitalist mas-

ters. We seek to mobilise workers in

struggle against the Labour government

and in particular to fight for full citizen-

ship rights for all immigrants!

The key to social and economic

progress and development in sub-Saharan

Africa is the Trotskyist programme of

permanent revolution. In some areas an

industrial proletariat exists only in mar-

ginal pockets; however, oil workers in

Nigeria, dock and rail workers in Kenya

and miners in Zambia represent a strate-

gic industrial workforce. It is the chal-

lenge of an international revolutionary

party to transform this sector into a

human link to the workers movements

of the Near East and especially the indus-

trial proletariat of South Africa who are

key to a revolutionary perspective on the

entire continent. Mobilised against their

capitalist exploiters, these vanguard lay-

ers can launch a struggle to emancipate

the cruelly oppressed men and women
throughout Africa through the seizure of

power by the proletariat and the extension

of socialist revolution to the imperialist

centres. This requires the construction of

Leninist vanguard parties, part of a re-

forged Fourth International. The purpose

of the ICL is to build such parties to

lead the struggle against imperialism and

its neo-colonial regimes. The Spartacist

League fights for proletarian revolution to

bring down British imperialism.

for unconditional military defense of

the Cuban Revolution, but we opposed

the SWP’s political support to the Stalin-

ist Castro regime, which marked its

abandonment of a proletarian revolu-

tionary program. Instead, we fight for an

internationalist regime based on workers

democracy, requiring a proletarian polit-

ical revolution to overthrow the Stalinist

bureaucracy. Against the SWP’s capitula-

tion to black nationalism and tailist

abstentionism, we fought for a Trotskyist

intervention as the eruption of black

struggle opened up new historic opportu-

nities for the recruitment of black cadre.

Many of the SNCC activists had expe-

rience working with leftist groups and

were open to a revolutionary perspective.

Black RTer Shirley Stoute received a

personal written invitation to work with

SNCC in Atlanta. The SWP majority had

to accede, but called her back to New
York within a month on a pretext and

refused to let her return. Thus as the

SWP leadership tailed popular black fig-

ures, they actually forced militant party

cadre out of this critical work. In a J.uly

1963 document titled "For Black Trot-

skyism" (reprinted in Marxist Bulletin

No. 5 [Revised], “What Strategy for

Black Liberation? Trotskyism vs. Black

Nationalism”), the RT asserted:

“Our leadership means the revolutionary

class struggle program carried out by
revolutionists in the mass movement,
fused into the revolutionary party. Just as

trade unionists will not join the revolu-

tionary party if they do not see it as

essential to winning the struggle, so

Negro fighters for liberation will not join

the party on any basis other than that the

only road to freedom for them is the rev-

olutionary socialist path of struggle

through the combat army."

The recruitment of a substantial layer

of black Trotskyist cadre would have had

an enormous impact on the course of

subsequent struggles, not least as a wave
of militant wildcats broke out in Detroit

and other cities beginning in the late

NOTICE
Workers Vanguard skips
alternate issues in June,

July and August.

Our next issue will

be dated June 30.

1960s. But the RT resolutions were voted

down and shortly thereafter we were

expelled from the SWP. Even though

small, the Spartacist tendency fought to

intersect the growing militant left wing

of the civil rights movement. Against

both the liberal pacifism of King and the

growing tendencies toward nationalist

separatism, we stood for revolutionary

integrationism, summarized as follows in

“Black and Red”:

“The vast majority of Black people

—

both North and South—are today work-

ers who, along with the rest of the Amer-
ican working class, must sell their labor

power in order to secure the necessities

of life to those who buy labor power in

order to make profit. The buyers of labor

power, the capitalists, are a small minor-
ity whose rule is maintained only by
keeping the majority who labor for them
divided and misled. The fundamental
division created deliberately along racial

lines has kept the Negro workers who
entered American capitalism at the bot-

tom. still at the bottom. Ultimately their

road to freedom lies only through strug-

gle with the rest of the working class to

abolish capitalism and establish in its

place an egalitarian, socialist society ...

“Because of their position as both the

most oppressed and also the most con-
scious and experienced section, revolu-

tionary black workers are slated to play

an exceptional role in the coming Ameri-
can revolution.”

We advanced the call for a "Freedom
Labor Party” as the axis to link the

exploding black struggle to the power of

labor, North and South. With it we posed

a series of transitional demands to win

militants to this class-struggle perspec-

tive: for "A Southern Organizing Drive

Backed by Organized Labor,” “For a

Workers United Front Against Fed-

eral Intervention” and for “Armed Self-

Defense.” And we translated this into

practice by organizing aid—with the slo-

gan “Every Dime Buys a Bullet”—for

the Deacons for Defense and Justice. The
Deacons were black veterans who organ-

ized armed defense squads—beginning

in Jonesboro and Bogalusa, Louisiana

—

to protect civil rights activists there.

Fundamentally, we sought to bring to

black militants the understanding that

the working class, which is racially inte-

grated at the point of production, is the

only class with the historic interest and

social power—derived from its role in

production—to sweep away the system of

exploitation and racist oppression. Black

workers form a strategic part of the

labor movement. Armed with a revolu-

tionary socialist program and organized

by a communist vanguard party, black

workers can lead backward, even racist,

white workers in battles against the rul-

ing class.

Standing as an obstacle to this per-

spective is the AFL-CIO bureaucracy,

which is committed to the capitalist sys-

tem and seeks to prevent the working

class from posing any challenge to capi-

talist class rule. The mass struggles for

black equality had the potential to pose

such a challenge. Thus both racist Cold

Warriors like then AFL-CIO chief

George Meany and social democrats like

the UAW’s Walter Reuther—who paid

lip service to the cause of civil rights

—

did all they could to oppose any mobil-

ization of labor power in the black free-

dom struggles of the 1960s and to help

crush black militancy. This treachery

served to turn a layer of black militants,

who identified the working class with its

racist, pro-capitalist misleaders, to the

dead end of nationalism, which ulti-

mately led them back into the Demo-
cratic Party.

Today, nearly four decades later, while

a small minority of black people have

made their way into a precarious exis-

tence in the middle class as a result of

affirmative action programs and other

measures that were won in the civil rights

movement, conditions for the mass of the

black population are worse now than they

were in the 1960s.

In opposition to the liberal reformism

and support to the Democratic Party

pushed by the official black leaders, many
of whom first came to prominence in the

civil rights movement, we seek to build a

workers party to fight for a workers gov-

ernment which will expropriate the capi-

talist class and use the enormous produc-

tive resources of this society for the

benefit of those who labor to produce

them. Such a party can only be built

through breaking workers and minorities

from Democratic Party electoralism

across the board. A planned, collectivized

economy would rebuild the infrastructure

of American society, providing jobs,

quality, integrated housing, schools and

hospitals for all. Thus will the material

foundations be laid for black freedom,

through the full integration of black peo-

ple into society and the eradication of all

social inequalities.
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Combative
Colombian

working class
has mounted

massive
protests

against IMF-
dictated

austerity and
privatization.

Colombia...
(continuedfrom page 12)

new kind of criminal, ''narco-guerrillas."

McCaffrey calls on the right-wing gov-

ernments of Peru, Ecuador, the Domini-

can Republic and elsewhere to form an

anti-guerrilla alliance, recalling the

notorious "Operation Condor" of the

1970s in which countless thousands of

leftists were killed in a coordinated

campaign of terror orchestrated by the

CIA and Chilean dictator Pinochet.

Working-Class Struggle
Against IMF Austerity,

Death Squad Terror

Even the U.S.-backed regime of

Andres Pastrana admits that the death

squads are intimately connected to

—

and

in many cases composed of—members of

the country's military and police estab-

lishment, who are armed, trained and

supervised by U.S. advisers. Union mem-
bers, human rights workers, lawyers and

popular journalists—anyone deemed a

“guerrilla sympathizer” or union organ-

izer—are on their hit list. In the first three

months of this year, even as the regime

was engaged in “peace” negotiations with

the FARC, over 400 peasants were slain

with unspeakable brutality in 85 massa-

cres by paras and army units.

In February, some 300 paras attacked

the town of El Salado in Bolfvar province,

first torturing villagers in the town's bas-

ketball court and then hacking 28

people’s heads off with machetes. While

the FARC was meeting with Pastrana’s

representatives in Spain in February, days

after the El Salado massacre, paras

attacked the northern jungle town of

Ovejas, beheading more than 20 villag-

ers. In April, in the oil-producing center

of Tibu, northeast of the capital city of

Bogota, death squads massacred 2
1
peo-

ple and gravely wounded another five.

In Colombia, where nearly half the

population is officially below the poverty

level, there is a rising tide of working-
class struggle against a devastating eco-

nomic downturn, austerity measures im-

posed by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and a drive to privatize state-

owned industries. Last fall, a general

strike called by the three union federa-

tions brought out some 1 .5 million work-
ers and basically shut down the country,

but was called off after two days of fero-

cious police attacks and arrests of strikers

and union leaders. The U.S. -backed re-

gime reacted especially violently to the

unions’ demand for the government to

stop making debt payments to the impe-

rialist bloodsuckers of Wall Street and the

IMF.

Last summer, Pastrana’s government

militarized oil installations in the north-

east as part of an ongoing crackdown on

the USO petroleum workers union as

well as the ELN, which frequently sab-

otages oil pipelines. Under this state

repression and terror, union membership

has dropped from 20 percent to 7 percent

in the last ten years. However, unions

representing public sector, energy and oil

workers remain powerful.

More union leaders are assassinated in

Colombia each year than anywhere else

in the world—many of them by paras

whose known supporters include multi-

national oil corporations like Occidental

and Shell determined to prevent labor

unrest and protect their facilities and

pipelines. Over the past 15 years, around

3,000 unionists have been killed by

paras, with 93 slain just in the last six

months. Outraged protest against this

anti-union murder campaign should be a

rallying point for unions internationally,

and especially in the U.S. But the Ameri-

can labor bureaucracy is so tied to the

imperialist aims of the ruling class that

instead they’re wrapped up in an anti-

Communist campaign against China.

International workers solidarity is anath-

ema to the AFL-CIO labor traitors— its

American Institute for Free Labor Devel-

opment (AIFLD) played a key role in

helping U.S. imperialism smash trade

unions in Latin America for more than

40 years and is hated by workers

throughout the region.

The power to overthrow the brutal rule

of the Colombian bourgeoisie and break

the grip of its U.S. imperialist overlords

lies with the many-millioned Colombian

working class standing at the head of the

struggles of the oppressed peasant masses

and indigenous peoples for liberation. Yet

while the FARC seized a hydroelectric

plant in solidarity with last fall’s general

strike, at best these petty-bourgeois guer-

rillas see the proletariat as simply an aux-

iliary to their aim of being granted a share

in the capitalist rule of Colombia. Far

from having any kind of "socialist" per-

spective—which the FARC still occasion-

ally proclaims—the interests of this peas-

ant-based movement are fundamentally

hostile to the working class. As we wrote

of the insurgencies in Central America

in the 1980s, which made far more claim

to being some kind of leftist challenge

to imperialism than do the present-day

Colombian guerrillas:

"As a mass of petty-bourgeois small com-
modity producers, the peasantry does not

have the collective strength and the inde-

pendent class interest of the proletariat.

There is no characteristic peasant mode
of production, much less a 'socialist peas-

antry' and therefore the peasantry cannot
lead a social revolution. But the vast

peasant masses arc driven by a thirst for

land, and to get it they will even follow a

guerrilla band, or the revolutionary work-
ing class, if these forces can demonstrate
the ability to defeat the oligarchy and its

army. Once they have their plots that will

end the peasants' role as a revolutionary

factor. For instance, in Bolivia, where the

peasants became landowners in 1952 as

the result of an extensive land reform,

they became allies of the army against the

workers in the so-called 'military-peasant

pact.' Peasant militias were even sent into

the mines to massacre the combative tin

miners. Thus a peasant-based guerrilla

war, although directed initially against a

landlord-capitalist oligarchy, contains

within it the seeds of a restabili/cd capi-

talist regime. But even though numeri-
cally small, the urban working class in

backward capitalist countries as in Central

America can become the revolutionary
vanguard, by placing itself at the head of
a stormy agrarian revolt in the struggle

for a workers and peasants government,
for the dictatorship of the proletariat."— "Workers Revolution vs. the

Guerrilla Road," WV No. 325,
11 March 1983

Drugs and Imperialist
Hypocrisy

Following several successful military

offensives against the government, the

FARC had become the de facto govern-

ment of a vast rural area in southern

Colombia, near the borders with Peru

and Ecuador. A year and a half ago,

unable to defeat FARC militarily, the

Pastrana government formally ceded
control of the area, which has become
known as "Farclandia," to the guerrillas.

Last July, the FARC launched a nation-

wide offensive, attacking army units in

eleven provinces and advancing within

25 miles of Bogotd, prompting the gov-
ernment to call for negotiations. In April,

the government handed over a second,
smaller zone in the north to the ELN.
Pastrana's negotiations with the FARC,
like previous government moves to nego-
tiate with the guerrillas, were opposed
by Colombia's U.S. imperialist masters,
who favor hardline military terror.

For the impoverished peasantry of
Colombia and throughout the region,
coca leaf farming has been one of the
only ways they can eke out a living.

Attempts to encourage them to plant
other crops have failed, both for eco-
nomic reasons and because of the con-
stant U.S.-sponsored spraying of toxic

chemical defoliants. Daily flights by a

fleet of over 65 airplanes and helicopters

flying out of three separate airbases

—

reminiscent of the U.S. use of the carcin-

ogenic defoliant Agent Orange during

the Vietnam War—rain poisonous herbi-

cides over homes, schools and hospitals,

killing livestock and contaminating water

sources.

Meanwhile, the big money in drugs is

reaped by the Colombian bourgeoisie, its

army and the paras, who operate openly

as the "United Self-Defense Forces of

Colombia” (AUC) under the leadership

of drug lord Carlos Castaho (whose chief

bodyguard did two stints at the School of

the Americas).

And their U.S. masters are the biggest

hypocrites of all: U.S. government agen-

cies have long been the biggest drug-run-

ners in the world, going back to World

War II when the Office of Strategic Serv-

ices, predecessor of the CIA, made deals

with Corsican heroin traffickers and her-

oin-dealing U.S. gangster Lucky Luciano

to prevent Communists from gaining

political support in postwar France and

Italy. Against the 1949 Chinese Revolu-

tion, the CIA funded the anti-Communist

Guomindang in part with Burmese

opium. Similarly, during the U.S.’ dirty,

losing Vietnam War, the CIA used Lao-

tian Hmong tribesmen to deliver opium,

shipping it out on the CIA’s Air America.

During the 1980s, the CIA ran heroin to

fund the Islamic fundamentalist muja-

hedin Fighting the Soviet-backed govern-

ment of Afghanistan. And after the San-

dinistas came to power in Nicaragua in

1979, the CIA traded drugs to arm the

counterrevolutionary contras.

Just recently, the head of U.S. military

anti-drug operations in Colombia. Colo-

nel J. C. Hiett, and his wife confessed to

running their own drug-smuggling opera-

tion. shipping cocaine home in diplo-

matic pouches! This is merely the analog

of what most every cop in the American

ghettos does after a bust: first confiscate

the drugs, then sell them. And of course

the Hietts’ sentences were nowhere near

as severe as those meted out to the hun-

dreds of thousands of black and Hispanic

youth ensnared by the “war on drugs" in

the U.S.

FARC: Reformists with Guns
Clinton’s military aid package is a five-

fold increase over last year’s, which was
already a threefold increase over 1998,

adding up to a 3,500 percent increase in

aid since 1993—a military buildup which

has been compared to the early years of

the Vietnam War. We defend the FARC
and the ELN against the terror of the

imperialists and their local henchmen.
But the situation in Colombia today does

not remotely resemble that in Vietnam,
where the U.S. imperialists were faced

with a social revolution by the heroic

workers and peasants. Calling for military

victory to the forces of the North Viet-

namese deformed workers state and the

South Vietnamese National Liberation

Front, the Spartacist League demanded,
“All Indochina Must Go Communist!"

Today, even while the U.S. pours in

military aid to the Colombian regime,

the head of the New York Stock

Exchange on a recent visit to Farclandia

invited FARC leaders to “visit the New
York Stock Exchange so that they can

get to know the market personally”! As
one journalist who spent some time with

the FARC’s legendary leader, Manuel
“Tirofijo" ("Sureshot”) Marulanda. pul

it: "His agenda is not a social revolution

but only the sort of social justice that

globalization increasingly seems not to

take into account" (New York Times, 19

July 1999). And, after a recent visit with

Marulanda. America Online cofounder
and chairman emeritus James Kimsey
quoted the guerrilla leader as acknowl-
edging that “Communism is dead"
( Washington Post, 15 March).

This echo of the imperialist hour

geoisie’s "death of communism" lie by

the FARC leader does reflect that in the

absence of the existence of the Soviet

degenerated workers stale as a curb

against the untrammeled ambitions of
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McCaffrey...
(continuedfrom page 12)

Committee, McCaffrey crowed, "Once

we had them bottled up. up here at the

causeway, there was no way out.”

As he closed in on the retreating

Iraqis—soldiers and civilians alike

—

McCaffrey opened up on the defenseless

victims, claiming that he was under attack.

According to Hersh, the 24th Division’s

operations officer described the battle

as “a giant hoax. The Iraqis were

doing absolutely nothing." As he told

McCaffrey, “There was no incoming”

weapons fire. Another senior U.S. officer

told Hersh that "a colleague had over-

heard McCaffrey urge his commanders

on the command radio net ‘to find a way
for him to go kill all of those bastards’."

The fact that the Iraqis were in full retreat

and posed no threat to the American

forces was confirmed by CIA and mili-

tary analysts in the command headquar-

ters who reviewed the events at Rumaila.

One Gulf War tank gun loader told Hersh

that he and his fellow soldiers were part

of "the biggest firing squad in history.”

Before the main forces under McCaf-

frey’s command began their all-out attack

on the retreating Iraqis, gut-wrenching

atrocities had been carried out by his

troops. In an example cited by Hersh, sev-

eral hundred surrendering Iraqis were

taken prisoner and seated in rows in the

desert surrounded by their captured vehi-

cles, which included a clearly marked

hospital bus. American commanding offi-

cers were informed of the location of

these prisoners, many of whom were

wounded. The unit that had captured the

Iraqi POWs was ordered out of the area,

and shortly afterward the prisoners were

machine-gunned by another unit of the

24th. One soldier quoted by Hersh said,

"They knew there were prisoners there.

They knew they were unarmed. They

knew the hospital bus was there.”

Hersh provides graphic accounts of

other examples of wanton killing of flee-

ing Iraqis by the 24th Division. One
comes from a senior sergeant who stated

that "the day after the ceasefire, he saw

an American combat team open fire with

machine guns upon a group of Iraqis in

civilian clothes who were waving a white

sheet of surrender.”

The total number of Iraqis killed by

McCaffrey’s forces at Rumaila will never

be known. Army reports claimed that

700 tanks, armored cars and trucks were

destroyed, but the dead were quickly

buried, and no accurate count of the vic-

tims, who included civilians and chil-

dren, could be made. With bloodcurdling

pride, McCaffrey described his work as

“one of the most astounding scenes of

destruction I have ever participated in."

McCaffrey even sent out “scout" troops

after the killing spree to recover Iraqi

and Soviet flags as “war trophies."

This barbarism was not simply the

result, however, of the personal character

of a butcher like McCaffrey, a career

military officer and gung-ho Vietnam

War veteran. McCaffrey told his troops

after the bloodletting that their actions

were "probably the single most unify-

ing event that has happened in America

since World War II.... The upshot will be

that, just like Vietnam had the tragic

effect on our country for years, this one

has. brought back a new way of looking

at ourselves." This is exactly what the

American rulers wanted when they spent

months planning and assembling their

massive military juggernaut against Iraq.

Republican George Bush was presi-

dent and commander in chief of the U.S.

armed forces during Operation Desert

Storm, but it was Democratic presiden-

tial candidate Bill Clinton who cam-

paigned against Bush in the 1992 elec-

tions on the grounds that he had ended

the Persian Gulf War too soon. At the

time, we reported on the war crimes of

imperialism in Operation Desert Storm,

from the 20 January 1991 bombing of

the baby formula factory on the outskirts

of Baghdad to the 13 February 1991

incineration of hundreds of women and

children civilians crowded in Baghdad’s

Amiriya bomb shelter.

The mass murder of Iraqis and the

destruction of the country's infrastructure

continues today under the decade-long

United Nations starvation blockade that

has claimed the lives of more than 1.5

million people. Eight years of the Clin-

ton and Gore administration’s continued

bombings and the blockade of Iraq make
them no less guilty of mass murder and

destruction than McCaffrey.*

U.S. imperialism, the various guerrilla

organizations throughout Latin America

have largely abandoned even the pre-

tense of cloaking themselves in the man-

tle of “socialism." Instead, as in the case

of the Salvadoran FMLN which is now
fully party to the rule of the capitalist

oligarchy in that country, the bourgeois-

nationalist program behind the facade of

“pick up the gun” guerrillaism is blatant.

As we wrote in our “Theses on Guer-

rilla Warfare" (Spartaeist No. 1 1, March/

April 1968), at a time when guerrillaism

was being heralded as the road to power

for the working people and oppressed

masses of the so-called “Third World" by

a variety of leftists, from the Maoists to

Ernest Mandel’s United Secretariat:

"The ‘national liberation’ armed-struggle

programs of the guerrilla movements are

not at all socialist. Certainly, they start

out as ‘anti-imperialist’ and even ‘anti-

capitalist.’ However, as a guerrilla move-
ment grows, the petty-bourgeois need to

attract 'influential' allies and to compro-
mise with the 'progressive' bourgeoisie

against the military apparatus defending

imperialist property will tone down the

guerrillas' ‘anti-capitalism.’ The nation-

alist reformism of the guerrilla move-
ment will be more blatantly portrayed in

its actions and program when it has gath-

ered enough strength to pose as the sole

protector of the ‘fatherland.’ Such a pro-

gram at best promises—barring the

destruction of the guerrilla movement—

a

reordering of the national economy
through the state infrastructure, and by no
means the socialist reconstruction of

society."

In the 1960s, the Cuban Revolution

was embraced as a brand new model of

revolution based on guerrilla struggle.

But the destruction of capitalist property

relations by Castro’s petty-bourgeois

government in 1960—a tremendous vic-

tory against U.S. imperialism—could

only come about as the result of excep-

tional circumstances: the extreme weak-

ness of the Cuban ruling class, the

absence of a conscious proletariat fight-

ing for its own interests, and the existence

of the Soviet Union as a counterweight to

imperialism. With the destruction of the

Soviet Union and consequently no read-

ily available lifeline against imperialist

encirclement, the narrow historical open-

ing for petty-bourgeois forces to overturn

local capitalist rule has been closed.

At the same time, as exemplified by the

Cuban Revolution, even under very favor-

able historic circumstances the petty

bourgeoisie was at most capable of creat-

ing a bureaucratically deformed workers

state—an anti-working-class regime

whose nationalist adherence to the Stalin-

ist dogma of building “socialism in one

country” blocked the possibility of

extending social revolution into Latin and

North America and suppressed Cuba’s

further development in the direction of

socialism.

We stand for the unconditional military

defense of the gains of the Cuban Revo-

lution against imperialist attack and inter-

nal capitalist counterrevolution. At the

same time, we fight for a proletarian

political revolution against the Cuban
Stalinist bureaucracy in order to place the

working class in political power and to

open the road to socialist development,

which necessarily means fighting for pro-

letarian socialist revolution throughout

the Americas—particularly the overthrow

of the rule of U.S. imperialism.

Class Struggle in

South America

Colombia is only the most worrisome

of many Latin American nations on the

imperialists’ horizon. Washington policy-

makers currently refer to the region

encompassing Colombia, Venezuela,

Peru, Ecuador and Bolivia as the "arc of

crisis.” This winter. Bolivia experienced

its biggest political protests in more than

a decade against a multinational con-

sortium’s attempt to impose exorbitant

rates for water on the poverty-stricken

population, and the country’s rulers

briefly declared a state of emergency as

the British-based water pirates pulled out.

In Peru, dictator Fujimori's attempt to

steal the elections a third time has pro-

voked widespread protests and strikes.

Last year, Ecuador experienced mas-

sive protests including a general strike

against the government, which declared

its inability to meet its debts to imperial-

ist bankers after faithfully trying to

impose IMF demands that it raise gas

prices by 100 percent, raise phone and

electricity prices by 66 percent, freeze

bank accounts and privatize state indus-

tries. In Brazil, workers have launched

strikes against Ford and staged the largest

ever anti-government demonstration in

Brasilia last fall. From Buenos Aires to

Mexico City, unions have organized huge

protests against privatizations and IMF-
dictated austerity. Washington is also ner-

vous that the populist and nationalist

regime of Hugo Chavez in Venezuela—
the number one supplier of crude oil to

the U.S.—could provoke social unrest

that could spin out of control.

What’s needed to end the Colombian

bloodbath, and to throw off imperialist

domination throughout Latin America, is

the forging of revolutionary workers par-

ties armed with the Trotskyist perspective

of permanent revolution: the proletariat—
standing at the head of the peasantry,

the indigenous peoples and all the

oppressed—must seize state power from

the weak and venal bourgeoisies, neces-

sarily seeking to extend socialist revolu-

tion to the imperialist heartland. Only in

this way can the burning tasks of agrarian

revolution, equal rights for blacks and

indigenous peoples, education, health

care, housing and full employment be

achieved. To carry this out requires a

struggle to win the working class away

from the nationalism—purveyed by the

fake left and the trade-union bureauc-

racy—that ties it to its bourgeois class

enemy in the name of “anti-imperialism."

Friday, June 9, 7:30 p.m.
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TORONTO

The Russian October Revolution of

1917, led by the Bolshevik Party of V I.

Lenin and Leon Trotsky, embodied the

revolutionary internationalist program we
fight for. The Bolsheviks understood that

the fate of the first workers state on earth

depended on spreading socialist revolu-

tion to the advanced capitalist countries,

making possible the elimination of want

and scarcity and opening the road to a

classless society. Writing in 1939, a year

before his assassination by an agent of

Stalin in Mexico, Trotsky wrote in “What
Is the Permanent Revolution? Three Con-

cepts of the Russian Revolution”:

"The perspective of permanent revolution

may be summarized in the following

way: the complete victory of the demo-
cratic revolution in Russia is conceivable

only in the form of the dictatorship of the

proletariat, leaning on the peasantry. The
dictatorship of the proletariat, which
would inevitably place on the order of the

day not only democratic but socialistic

tasks as well, would at the same time give

a powerful impetus to the international

socialist revolution Only the victory of
the proletariat in the West could protect

Russia from bourgeois restoration and
assure it the possibility of rounding out

the establishment of socialism."

We fight to build Leninist-Trotskyist

vanguard parties based on the program

of permanent revolution in Colombia
and throughout Latin America, as part of

the struggle to reforge Trotsky’s Fourth

International*

Saturday, June 10, 3 p.m.

Britannia Community Centre. Rm. L4
1661 Napier St. (off Commercial Dr.)

For more information (604) 687-0353

VANCOUVER

Trotskyist League/SYC Forums

25th Anniversary of the Defeat of U.S. Imperialism

by Heroic Vietnamese Workers and Peasants

The Vietnamese Revolution:
A Victory Against Imperialism

Defeat U.S./Canadian Imperialism! For Workers Revolution!
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“Drug War” Cover for Bloody

Repression of Workers, Peasants

U.S. Hands Off Colombia!

AP photos
Bodies of peasant guerrillas murdered in U.S.-backed war of terror by Colombian military. Right: Head of U.S.
Southern Command with Colombian army chief.

Having wreaked death and destruction

around the globe—from the 1998 bomb-
ings of Afghanistan and Sudan, to the ter-

ror bombing of Serbia and the occupation

of Kosovo, to the ongoing bombardment
and starvation of Iraq—Clinton's “human
rights" imperialism is increasingly focus-

ing its deadly attentions on its “back

yard,” Latin America. Seeking to aug-

ment the already massive U.S. military

involvement in the Colombian govern-

ment's nearly 40-year-long “dirty war" to

wipe out that country's various guerrilla

groups, the Clinton administration is

pushing Congress to adopt a gargantuan

$1.7 billion military aid package billed as

key to the global "war on drugs.”

This huge escalation in military aid

to Colombia—already the third-largest

recipient of U.S. aid, after only Israel

and Egypt—has little to do with drugs

and everything to do with asserting U.S.

imperialist domination over Latin Amer-
ica. In Colombia, a peasant-guerrilla

insurgency rages in over half of this oil-

and mineral-rich, strategically located

country. In the last decade, over 35,000

people have been killed in the Colom-
bian “dirty war,” and more than 1.5 mil-

lion people, mostly peasants, have been

forced to flee their homes. The imperial-

ists fear that social turmoil and civil war
in Colombia could further "destabilize" a

region already simmering with social

struggle.

While in the U.S. the “war on drugs"

has meant an escalation of racist police

terror in the ghettos and barrios, in Latin

America it has become Yankee imper-

ialism’s latest fig leaf for beefing up the

forces of repression against peasant and
working-class unrest. Just as in Mexico,
where massive U.S. “anti-drug" aid is

aimed in large measure at wiping out the

Zapatista rebels in Chiapas, Clinton’s

military buildup in Colombia directly

targets workers, leftists and peasants
for even more terror at the hands of

the bloodthirsty army and its auxiliary

right-wing paramilitary death squads,

known as paras The International Com-
munist League demands: U.S. hands oft

Colombia!

Clinton’s “Plan Colombia" aid pack-

age, which includes Black Hawk heli-

copters. P-3 radar aircraft, heat-seeking

weaponry and speedboats, would create

three new "anti-drug" army battalions to

be deployed in an operation called “Push

into Southern Colombia”—the provinces

of Putumayo and Caquetd which are con-

trolled by the largest guerrilla group, the

FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces

of Colombia). The U.S. Special Forces

would provide training and personnel,

while U.S. intelligence agents would
track down "suspected guerrillas." The
Washington Post (8 February) acknowl-
edged that "this is a counterinsurgency

strategy packaged as a counternarcotics

program " Since proclaiming the Monroe

Doctrine in the early 19th century, the

U.S. has considered Latin America to be

under its exclusive control. These U.S.

war moves mark yet another chapter in

the more than a century-long history of

Yankee imperialist terror against the peo-

ple of the Caribbean, Central and Latin

America: stealing Panama from Colom-
bia in 1903; invading Haiti in 1915 and
again in 1994; the CIA overthrow of the

Guatemalan government in 1954; the

invasions of the Dominican Republic in

1964, Grenada in 1983 and Panama in

1991—to name only a few.

For the past several years, as the

FARC and the smaller National Libera-

tion Army (ELN) have gained strength,

and with imperialist oil interests in the

country like LA. -based Occidental

Petroleum feeling increasingly threat-

ened. the U.S. has been funneling ever

more arms and "advisers” to the Colom-
bian regime. Long one of Washington’s

showcase Latin American “democra-

cies," Colombia is an archetype of

"Third World” countries in which the

weak ruling class, beholden to U.S.

imperialism, relies on monstrous state

repression from the U.S.-trained army
and the paras to protect its privileges

from the impoverished and increasingly

combative workers and peasants. The
Colombian army boasts of having more
graduates than any other Latin American
country from the U.S. Army’s notorious

"School of the Americas” (known world-

wide as the "School of the Assassins”),

now located in Fort Benning, Georgia.

Clinton’s point man for increased

involvement in Colombia is “drug czar"

and Gulf War criminal Barry McCaffrey
(see “Drug Czar McCaffrey, Imperial-

ist War Criminal," below), former head
of the U.S. Army’s Southern Military

Command (SouthCom), who’s created a

continued on page II

Drug Czar” McCaffrey,

Imperialist War Criminal
Retired 4-star general Barry R.

McCatfrey is Bill Clinton’s "drug czar"
and a key administration architect of the

U.S. “counter-insurgency” plan to milita-

rily crush the peasant-based Colombian
rebels. Now well-known liberal journal-
ist Seymour Hersh has written an expos6
for the New Yorker (22 May) show-
ing why McCaffrey is an ideal candidate
for orchestrating death squad terror in

Colombia. Hersh documents the hideous
war crimes that McCaffrey reportedly

committed during the war on Iraq nearly

a decade ago.

Hersh’s piece is detailed with the

accounts of soldiers from the 20,000-

strong 24th Infantry Division com-
manded by McCaffrey who participated

in a slaughter of retreating Iraqis trapped

in southern Iraq on 2 March 1991 in the

so-called "Battle of Rumaila" Hersh also

makes clear that the Pentagon was fully

aware of McCaffrey's actions and carried

out a series of whitewashing investiga-

tions that they sat on for a decade. The
pre-planned massacre at Rumaila was of
a piece with the whole purpose of the

Gulf War, which was to demonstrate
U.S. imperialism’s willingness to carry

out mass killing to assert its position as

the top cop of the world.

On 23 February 1991, a ground war
was launched against Iraq. The U.S.
refused Saddam Hussein's offer of sur-

render on February 26. That night Amer-
ican surveillance detected a massive
stream of Iraqi vehicles out of Kuwait
headed back toward Iraq. In a deliberate

display of modern barbarism, for 18
hours U.S. planes rained incendiary
explosives on what the media called the

“Mile of Death." killing thousands who
were fleeing for their lives.

The U.S. -led war on Iraq was one big

series of war crimes effusively supported

by the Democrats and Republicans along
with an obliging bourgeois press. During
"Operation Desert Storm” against Iraq,

the Spartacist League/U.S. fought on a

revolutionary program calling to "Defeat
U.S. Imperialism!” and "Defend Iraq!"

We seek to mobilize the proletariat to

smash American imperialism from within

through workers revolution.

Until Seymour Hersh’s expose, the acts

of the 24th Division during the second
day of the declared cease-fire between the

Iraqis and the U.S. -led coalition of impe-
rialist mass murderers had been largely

unreported. As Hersh describes it, a route

for the retreating Iraqi army to fol-

low during the "cease-fire" that began on
February 28—along the Lake Hammar
causeway— had been carefully chosen by
American military commanders. Fully

aware of this, McCaffrey moved his

troops to within striking distance of the

causeway. In his own account two months
later to the Senate Armed Services

continued on page / /
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Defend North Korea, China Against Imperialism

and Internal Counterrevolution!

All U.S. Troops

Out of Korea Now!
JUNE 25—Returning from an

unprecedented summit meeting

with North Korean leader Kim
Jong II in Pyongyang on June

13-15, South Korean president

Kim Dae Jung declared: "We
are at the juncture of opening a

new chapter in our history, pul-

ling an end to 55 years of divi-

sion and hostility." But South

Korea’s U S. imperialist over-

lord made it absolutely clear

that it is not about to put an end

to 55 years of military occupa-

tion and the presence of nearly

40,000 U.S. troops in the South

Immediately after the talks.

Pentagon spokesman Kenneth
Bacon, chief propagandist for

the U.S.-led slaughter in the

Balkans last year, announced:
“We intend to remain a force

for stability in that area as

long as we are needed" (San

Francisco Chronicle, 16 June).

Washington now promises to

case the economic embargo
imposed to starve the North

Korean deformed workers state

into submission and labels the

country a "state of concern"
rather than a "rogue stale." But U.S.

plans for a regional "theater missile

defense" system targeting North Korea
and China are going full steam ahead.

Down with the imperialist embargo! For
the unconditional military defense of the
North Korean and Chinese deformed
workers states against imperialism and
internal counterrevolution!

The Korean peninsula is divided by the

class line, a frozen civil war. For more
than 50 years the nation has been split

between the bureaucratically deformed
workers state in the North and the capi-

talist South, a thinly disguised police

state garrisoned by the same U.S. imperi-

alist state which laid waste to the coun-
try 50 years ago during the Korean War.

killing up to four million people and raz-

ing entire cities, including Pyongyang.
A statement publicizing SL-initiated pro-

tests around the U.S. two years ago
against the American military presence

explained:

"This military presence is not only a

dagger aimed at North Korea and the

Chinese deformed workers state but also

serves as a warning to South Korea's
working masses, threatening to drown in

blood any challenge to the capitalist

order....

“As proletarian internationalists, the

Spartacist League—U.S. section of the

International Communist League—calls

for the immediate withdrawal of all U.S.
forces from Korea."

The massive U.S. military presence in

South Korea, backed up by the Seventh
Fleet, is also a forward base for the main-
tenance of U.S. imperialist hegemony
throughout the Pacific. An article in the

Korea Times (13 June) observed “The
United States fears the possible rise ol

nationalist fervor on the Korean penin-
sula in the wake of inter-Korean rap-

prochement or unification, which could
lead to heightened demands for the

retreat of U.S troops from the peninsula."

Beginning in the weeks before

the Pyongyang summit. South

Korea has seen a resurgence

of nationalist student protests

against the U.S. military, which
were joined in at least one in-

stance by a large contingent of

unionized Kia auto workers.

The summit represents an

ominous development, spurred

in the South by the ambitions of

the chaebol, the giant conglom-

erates which dominate South
Korean capitalism, to reunify

Korea on the basis of capital-

ist wage slavery. In a statement

by the Korean Central News
Agency (17 June), Pyongyang
reiterated its call for “a reunified

federal stale based on the con-

ception of one nation, one stale,

two systems and two govern-

ments" There is no way Korea

can be united without either the

victory of capitalist counterrevo-

lution in the North or the smash-
ing of capitalism in the South.

With its nationalist outlook of

building "socialism in one lone-

half) country"— in a particularly

bizarre and autarkic form em-
bodied in the slogan Juche (self-reliance)

—the North Korean Stalinist bureaucracy

undermines the defense of the North and
is an obstacle to socialist revolution in

the South. The bureaucracy is not a pos-

sessing class but a parasitic caste resting

on collectivized property forms—the

nationalization of land and industry and
the monopoly of foreign trade—while,

simultaneously, acting as a transmis-

sion belt for imperialist pressure on the

deformed workers stale. To preserve its

caste privileges and enhance the personal

well-being of its component elements, the

Kim Jong II bureaucracy is prepared to

open the door to capitalist enterprises and
thus augment the forces of capitalist res-

toration. For revolutionary reunification

of Korea through socialist revolution in

the South and workers political revolu-

tion in the North!

Today, the fate of North Korea, and
the struggle for a socialist Asia, hinges, in

the aftermath of the overturn of the Octo-
ber Revolution in the Soviet Union, oi:

future developments in China The work
ing class in China and North Korea hav<

continued on page It

South Korean
president Kim Dae
Jung (left) with
North Korean
leader Kim Jong II

during June
summit in

Pyongyang.

7 25274 1030 7

26 Association for Union Democracy

Lawyers for Government Union-Busting
SEE PAGE THREE



Young Spartacus

SYC Exposes Fake "Defenders" of Cuba
On June 2, Youth for Socialist Action

(YSA), youth group of Socialist Action

(SA), sponsored a forum at the UCLA
campus entitled "Cuba." It was advertised

as "discussing the history of the revolu-

tion. it’s (sic
|
amazing accomplishments,

and it’s battle against the U S. trade

embargo" as well as an opportunity to

“see Cuban dancers and learn about the

beautiful Cuban culture” But students

who were interested in learning about a

Marxist analysis of Cuba and how to

defend it against U S. imperialism were

disappointed because the YSA’s event, a

panoply of bourgeois liberals, an expert

on Afro-Cuban religion and folkldrico

musicians who turned out to actually be

anti-Communist, reflected the bankruptcy

of its class-collaborationist politics. The

YSA tailors its politics to what is popular

rather than fight for the interests of the

working class worldwide, leading them to

different, contradictory positions; they

“defend” Cuba, which is a popular cause

among liberal youth, but they don’t

defend China. This isn’t surprising given

that the AFL-CIO bureaucracy is carrying

out an anti-China campaign; one of

Socialist Action's hallmarks is tailing the

pro-capitalist, anti-communist trade-

union bureaucracy in the U.S. In the end,

it was the SYC which intervened from the

floor to present the Trotskyist program

for defense of Cuba and proletarian revo-

lution at home, in stark contrast to the

reformist fakers of the YSA.
Their key speaker was well-known lib-

eral spokesperson Leone Hankey, whom
they billed as “working against the

embargo.” Her advice to radical youth

was to lobby their Congressional repre-

sentative to lift the embargo. Socialist

Action had no argument against this

appreciation of political struggle as con-

sisting of pressuring the capitalist Demo-
cratic Party. This silence builds illu-

sions that the Democrats’ role is some-

For a Revolutionary

Leadership of Labor

The trade anions are the mass defensive

organizations of the working class. Yet the

present pro-capitalist union leadership acts

as a brake on struggle, undermining the

power of the unions and seeking to subordi-

nate them to the employers and their state,

particularly through support to the capital-

ist Democratic Parry. Trotskyists fight for

the political independence of the proletariat

from the capitalist class enemy, seeking to

mobilize the unions as battalions in the fight for a socialist revolution which will place

the workers in power and put an end to all exploitation and oppression. As American
Trotskyist leader James P. Cannon wrote in 1953, the essential condition for this strug-

gle is the forging of a class-struggle leadership of the unions linked to a revolutionary

workers party.

TROTSKY LENIN

The main weight of the struggle for the socialist transformation of society is not in

the direct struggle of the workers against the bourgeoisie. The workers are such an over-

whelming majority, and their strength is multiplied so many times by their strategic-

position in production, that if they were united to act consciously in their own interests

their victory over the bourgeoisie would be a mere pushover But they are not united,

not class conscious. The reason for this is the influence of bourgeois ideology in the

ranks of the workers. This influence is carried into the ranks of the workers in various

ways, but its most direct representatives are the labor bureaucracy. That is why our main
struggle against the bourgeoisie takes the form, in the first place, of a struggle against

fheir agents in the labor movement. Nobody ever improved De Leon’s classic defini-

tion of the conservative labor fakers as "the labor lieutenants of the capitalist class."

Lenin was especially pleased with this striking characterization. And nobody ever

emphasized the primacy of the struggle against these labor lieutenants of the capitalist

class more than Lenin did.

The fight for socialism is unthinkable without a fight for the revolutionization of the

trade unions. That is what gives party trade union work such transcendent importance.

—James P. Cannon, “Mass Work and Factional Struggle" (April 1953),

published in Speeches to the Party (1973)
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thing other than it is, which is to uphold

capitalist rule and to further the interests

of U.S. imperialism. As revolutionary

Trotskyists, the SYC understands that the

U.S. bourgeoisie has been determined to

return Cuba to the pre-revolutionary

period when the island was a brutally

exploited, viciously racist neo-colony of

U.S. imperialism.

We oppose the embargo, but we under-

stand that whether the U.S. attempts

to starve the island through economic

embargo or undermine its economy
through capitalist infiltration, it will not

be satisfied short of its end goal, which is

the counterrevolutionary overturn of the

collectivized property forms. There are

those who support an end to the embargo
in favor of direct economic intervention

by U.S. imperialism. Raising the call to

write to your Senator requesting assis-

tance for the Cuban Revolution is plainly

ludicrous and serves to obscure the real

defense of Cuba. What is necessary is a

proletarian political revolution against the

Cuban Stalinist bureaucracy to place the

working class in political power, which

necessarily means fighting for proletarian

revolution throughout the Americas, par-

ticularly against the rule of U.S. imperi-

alism. As Marxists, the SYC seeks to

mobilize the power of the working class

in defense of workers worldwide, not to

appeal to the class enemy. We want to win

radical youth to a revolutionary perspec-

tive away from the reformist politics of

the fake-left organizations which seek to

funnel them into the hands of the Demo-
cratic Party.

We print below an intervention raised

by an SYC comrade at the event, explain-

ing why we defend the bureaucratically-

deformed workers states, exposing SA’s

support to the counterrevolutions in the

USSR and East Europe and putting forth

our program for workers revolution. We
encourage readers who want to read fur-

ther on this topic to order our pamphlet

Marxist Bulletin No. 8, “Cuba and Marx-

ist Theory" and to read Trotsky's The

Revolution Betrayed.

* * *

The Spartacus Youth Club stands for

the unconditional military defense of

Cuba against imperialism and the threat

of internal capitalist counterrevolution.

This is also our position on China, Viet-

nam and North Korea today—countries

continued on page 9

Stone/SF Examiner

Socialist Action “defense” of workers states in action: SA honcho Nat
Weinstein marches with anti-Communists in rally for counterrevolutionary
Polish Solidarno^c in 1981.
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Association for Union Democracy

Lawyers for Government

Union-Busting
On June 16, a federal

court ruling mandated that

the government would con-

tinue its decade-long hold

over the internal life of the

1.5-million-member Interna-

tional Brotherhood of Team-
sters (IBT). What led to this

court ruling was a complaint

filed by Teamsters for a

Democratic Union (TDU) and

a little-known outfit called

the Association for Union
Democracy (AUD) against

undemocratic voting proce-

dures imposed by IBT presi-

dent James Hoffa Jr. But the

aim of the capitalist govern-

ment and its courts is not to

introduce “democracy” in the union but

rather to gut the power of this powerful

union and clamp down on its ability to

wage class struggle. The AUD, TDU
and similar union “reformers” have long

aided and abetted the capitalist ruling

class in this effort.

Over the past decade, the Feds have

seized sweeping powers over three

national unions—the Teamsters, the

Hotel Employees and Restaurant Em-
ployees Union and the Laborers' Interna-

tional Union of North America—which

together include almost one-quarter of the

unionized private-sector workforce in this

country. In addition, a number of major

local district councils have been “restruc-

tured” under the threat or outright impo-

sition of government takeover. In every

one of these cases, the government first

filed or threatened to file a "racketeering”

lawsuit against the union charging “cor-

ruption" Government agents were then

given vast powers over the internal affairs

of the union, from controlling finances

to deciding who can run for office

—

sometimes even who can be in the

union—and determining the content of

union newspapers.

In almost every case, the Feds and

local prosecutors were helped by phony

“reform” elements like the TDU which

filed their own court suits against the

union. And behind virtually every such

“reformer" stands the AUD. which pro-

vides lawyers and government contacts.

The AUD has also arranged funding

from the Rockefeller Family Fund and

other capitalist foundations—reportedly

to the tune of hundreds of thousands

of dollars in the case of the TDU. The
New York branch of the TDU works

out of AUD headquarters in Brooklyn.

The “Committee for Real Change,” which

spearheaded the government assault

against AFSCME District Council 37 in

New York City, was launched at an AUD
meeting two years ago (see “Government

Hands Off District Council 37!", WV No.

703, 25 December 1998). And in the

NYC Transport Workers Union (TWU)
Local 100, a leader of the New Direc-

tions "opposition ,” whose stock in trade

is suing the union, has called the AUD
“indispensable" to its operations.

The Spartacist League opposes on

principle any intervention by the bosses’

government into the labor movement. The

only interest the government has in med-
dling in the unions is to weaken them and

reduce their capacity to struggle. Bring-

ing the courts into the unions is counter-

Tamiment Institute Library Labor Action AUD
Max Shachtman and political prot6g6s Hal Draper and Herman Benson. Democratic Party
broker Joseph Rauh (far right) was associated with Benson's AUD.

Reformist left, TDU “reformers” hailed Ron Carey’s re-election as Teamsters
president in 1996 government-controlled ballot. TDU wrote blueprint for Feds’
takeover.
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posed to the very purpose of union

democracy: open debate over conflicting

strategies in order for the workers to

select a leadership which will fight for

their class interests against the employers

and their state. Self-proclaimed “opposi-

tionists” who take the unions to court are

traitors to the working class who deserve

the scorn of every worker. By their

appeals to the bosses’ state, they prove

that they are fundamentally no different

from the corrupt bureaucrats they seek to

replace. Labor must clean its own house!

For Trade-Union Independence
from the Capitalist State!

At bottom, the question of government
intervention in the unions poses the fun-

damental divide in the workers move-
ment. On one side are the revolutionary

Marxists who understand that the funda-

mental division in this society is between

the capitalist class which owns the means
of production and the working class

which is forced to sell its labor to the cap-

italists in order to survive. Marxists fight

for the class independence of the prole-

tariat and labor’s mobilization in struggle

in defense of its interests and for workers

revolution to end the whole system of

wage slavery.

On the other side are the pro-capitalist

misleaders—whether corrupt “old line”

bureaucrats or social democrats like those

who play a key role in the AUD and

TDU—who act to subordinate the labor

movement to the employers and their

state. This is politically expressed in the

allegiance of the AFL-CIO tops, the

AUD, TDU et al. to the capitalist parties,

chiefly (he Democratic Party of which

John Sweeney & Co. are an active com-
ponent. Accepting the capitalist profit

system, they promote the lie that this

capitalist government acts (or can be

made to act) in the interests of the work-

ing class; thus they look to the govern-

ment to bring “democracy” into the

unions. In this, they are supported by an

entire spectrum of reformist "leftists,”

Courts, Cops Out of the Unions!

Government
takeover aimed

at shackling
Teamster power.

Spartacist League
opposes state

intervention into

unions on
principle.

Tcansters Boo Bush-C-Men Run Convention . Elections

Feds Hands Off Teamsters!
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from the Communist Party

and the Socialist Workers

Party (SWP) to Socialist

Action and the International

Socialist Organization (ISO).

Court intervention into

the trade-union movement is

hardly a new phenomenon.

Until the 1970s, such inter-

vention was normally in

direct response to demands
from the capitalists to quash

union militancy. In the past

several decades, the call

for court intervention has

become the hallmark of self-

described union militants. In

recent years, suits against the

unions from such "militants”

have reached epidemic proportions. To
understand this pernicious development

one must go back to the roots of the

U.S. labor movement and. in particular, to

the period following World War II, the

“Cold War" directed at the Soviet Union.

At that time liberals and social dem-
ocrats, including the founders of the

AUD and the progenitors of the TDU.
united to oppose the "threat of Commu-
nism.” This service to U.S. imperialism

goes hand in hand with the lawsuits

initiated by this lash-up of liberals and

social democrats who subordinate the

trade unions to the courts of the bosses’

“democratic” state.

The history of the American labor

movement amply demonstrates the un-

derstanding advanced by Karl Marx and

developed by V I. Lenin, leader of the

1917 workers revolution in Russia, that

the capitalist state is a machinery of

repression whose purpose is to protect the

profits and power of the bourgeoisie

against any attempt by the workers to bet-

ter their conditions. This state must be

smashed in the course of a socialist revo-

lution and replaced by a workers state in

which those who labor rule.

It took bitter, bloody struggles against

the capitalists and their cops, courts and

troops, as well as against armies of pri-

vate spies and strikebreakers and the Ku
Klux Klan, to build the trade unions.

From the Haymarket martyrs of 1887,

hanged in Chicago for fighting for the

eight-hour day. to the Ludlow. Colorado

massacre of striking miners and their

families by Rockefeller’s hired guns in

1914, to the numerous picketers killed

by cops and scabs in recent years, thou-

sands of workers have died at the hands

of the capitalists and their state in the

battle for labor’s right to organize.

While unions are today no longer out-

lawed as they once were, nonetheless the

whole panoply of anti-union legislation

and strikebreaking court injunctions con-

tinues to treat them as though they were,

in effect, "criminal conspiracies.” Laws
which were ostensibly enacted to curtail

capitalist monopolies or gangland crime

were turned against labor Indeed, the

RICO (Racketeer-Influenced and Cor-

rupt Organizations) Act passed in 1970

is today the government's weapon of

choice for union-busting. When New
York’s TWU Local 100 threatened to

strike last December, Democratic state

attorney general Eliot Spitzer and Repub-
lican NYC mayor Rudolph Giuliani

continued on page 4
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“Red purge" rally

led by TWU chief

Mike Quill (right),

1948. Witchhunt
against leftists and
union militants was

domestic expression
of Cold War against

Soviet Union.

OUSTED

m mt

AUD...
(continual from page 3)

joined in invoking the strikebreaking Tay-

lor Law and imposing court injunctions

which criminalized not only the right to

strike but even use of the very word

“strike" Yet these are the very courts

which New Directions has repeatedly

wielded as a club in its anti-union law-

suits against its rivals in the TWU
bureaucracy.

The "reformers" preach "democracy”

in order to get themselves into positions

of power; they oppose “corruption" be-

cause they don’t have their own hands on

the treasury yet; they occasionally pay

lip service to “militancy" because they

have not yet had the opportunity to

push through a sellout contract them-

selves. The corruption and heavy-handed

bureaucratism which infest the labor

movement are by-products of the very

role of the pro-capitalist union official-

dom. The labor bureaucracy— that layer

of high union officials who long ago sep-

arated themselves from their working-

class base—feeds off the crumbs from the

superprofits which the imperialists derive

from their exploitation of low-wage labor

in impoverished countries. In exchange,

the ruling class demands of the trade-

union bureaucrats that they “become

transformed into its political police

before the eyes of the working class”

as revolutionary leader Leon Trotsky,

founder of the Fourth International, pul it

in his 1940 article “Trade Unions in the

Epoch of Imperialist Decay."

The struggle for union democracy and

the mobilization of labor independently

of and against the capitalists are directly

linked to the forging of a class-struggle

leadership in the unions and the fight for

a revolutionary workers party. As Trotsky

wrote;

"The primary slogan for this struggle is;

complete and unconditional independ-

ence of the trade unions in relation to

the capitalist state This means a strug-

gle to turn the trade unions into the

organs of the broad exploited masses and
not the organs of a labor aristocracy.

“The second slogan is: trade union
democracy This second slogan Hows
directly from the first and presupposes
for its realization the complete freedom
of the trade unions from the imperialist

or colonial state....

“The trade unions of our lime can either

serve as secondary instruments of imperi-

alist capitalism for the subordination and
disciplining of workers and for obstruct-

ing the revolution, or. on the contrary,

the trade unions can become the instru-

ments of the revolutionary movement of

the proletariat ...

"The independence of the trade unions in

the class sense, in their relations to the

bourgeois state, can. in the present con-
ditions. be assured only by a completely

revolutionary leadership, that is, the

leadership of the Fourth International"

[emphasis in original).

Down with government intervention in

the unions! Break with the Democrats!

For a workers party that fights for a

workers government to expropriate the

capitalist class!

Cold War Anti-Communism
and Union-Busting

In his 1940 article. Trotsky warned:

"There is one common feature in the

development, or more correctly the de-

generation. of modern trade union organ-

izations throughout the world: it is their

drawing closely to and growing together

with the state power.” This tendency has

continued to deepen from the time indus-

trial unions were formed in the U.S. to the

government takeovers of the present day.

As the tumultuous struggles to build

the CIO industrial unions were underway

in the 1930s—beginning in 1934 with

the militant Trotskyist-led Minneapolis

Teamsters strikes, the Communist-led

San Francisco general strike and another

strike led by left-wing socialists in

Toledo. Ohio—the government of Frank-

lin D. Roosevelt enacted legislation

aimed at ensuring class peace and shack-

ling labor’s new power through an array

of government regulatory boards. The

new union movement reflected a politi-

cal radicalization which posed possibil-

ities of forging an independent workers

party, a perspective fought for by the

Trotskyists. But this possibility was vig-

orously combatted by the CIO leaders,

including the social democrats and Sta-

linist Communist Party (CP), who either

openly enlisted in FDR’s “New Deal"

Democratic Party or gave it backhanded

support, including through formations

like New York's American Labor Party,

which was set up to channel working-

class votes to Roosevelt.

Government control over the unions

was deepened when the U.S. entered

World War II Cynically proclaiming

American imperialism’s war for profits

and world domination against its German

and Japanese rivals as a "war against fas-

cism," the labor misleaders, with the full

support of the CP, enforced a no-strike

pledge and directly lied the unions to the

capitalist state. After the war. and just

after the 1945-46 strike wave, the biggest

in U.S. history, social-democratic labor

tops like the United Auto Workers’ Wal-

ter Rcuther joined with the government

in driving out of the unions the Commu-
nists and other socialist militants, many

of them black, who had built the CIO.

The anti-Communist witchhunt was cod-

ified in the 1947 Taft-Hartley Act, which

also banned secondary strikes and other

militant tactics which had been key to

the unions’ very formation. This was the

domestic expression of U.S. imperial-

ism's Cold War against the Soviet Union.

In 1946, GE head C.E. Wilson summar-

ized the enemies of the American capi-

talists: “Russia abroad, labor at home.”

Hatred of the Soviet Union is also the

common coin of those who were instru-

mental in forming both the AUD and

TDU. The principal leaders of the AUD
when it was founded 30 years ago were

Herman Benson. Dissent editor Irving

Howe and Gordon Haskell (then of the

American Civil Liberties Union), all of

whom had followed Max Shachtman

out of the Trotskyist movement on the

road to anti-Communist social democ-

racy. Shachtman broke from the then-

Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party in

1940 over his rejection of the Trotskyist

position of unconditional military defense

of the Soviet workers state. Another

major AUD supporter was Joseph Rauh,

a Democratic Party power-broker and co-

founder of the liberal anti-Communist

Americans for Democratic Action, who
had served as the Shachtmanites’ lawyer

in the 1950s, and like them had served as

adviser to the Reuther bureaucracy.

Playing a key role in the TDU since its

formation in the late 1970s have been

supporters of the ISO, whose precur-

sor, the International Socialists (I S.),

emerged from the Shachtmanite move-

ment in the 1960s. The ISO’s own politi-

cal godfather. Tony Cliff, broke from the

Trotskyist movement in Britain in 1950,

denouncing "Russian imperialism” and

opposing defense of North Korea and

China against the counterrevolutionary

war by U.S. and British imperialism.

Where Shachtman called the Soviet

Union a "bureaucratic collectivist" state.

Cliff labeled it “state capitalist”; but the

aim was the same: to renounce defense

of the October Revolution. (For more on

Shachtman and Cliff, sec "The Bank-

ruptcy of ’New Class’ Theories,” Sparta-

cist [English-language edition] No. 55,

Autumn 1999).

Those who. under the pressure of anti-

Communist “public opinion," capitulated

to "democratic" imperialism on so deci-

sive a question as the Russian Revolution

were necessarily led to the embrace of

capitalist "democracy” across the board.

As SWP leader James P. Cannon said in

the factional struggle against the Shacht-

manite opposition in late 1939:

"The question of the Russian revolu-

tion—and the Soviet state which is its

creation—has drawn a sharp dividing

line through the labor movement of all

countries for 22 years The attitude taken

toward the Soviet Union throughout all

these years has been the decisive criter-

ion separating the genuine revolutionary

tendency from all shades and degrees of

waverers, backsliders and capitulators to

the pressure of the bourgeois world
"

The Russian October Revolution of

1917 was the shaping political event of

the 20th century. The seizure of state

power by the working class led to the

political and economic expropriation ot

the capitalist exploiters, laying the basis

for a planned collectivized economy

which is the foundation for an interna-

tional socialist society in which all class,

racial, national and sexual oppression is

eliminated. In the context of the contin-

ued isolation and economic backward-

ness of the new Soviet society, a conser-

vative bureaucratic caste under Stalin

was able to seize political power from

the Soviet workers in 1924. But this was

a political, not a social, counterrevolu-

tion. The Stalinist bureaucracy contin-

ued to rest parasitically on the collectiv-

ized economy created by the October

Revolution. The bureaucracy’s national-

ist dogma of "socialism in one country.”

its conciliation of imperialism and its

systematic erosion of the revolutionary

and internationalist consciousness of the

Soviet working class ultimately paved the

way for capitalist counterrevolution in

1991-92.

Through all those years. Trotskyists

fought for unconditional military defense

of the Soviet Union against imperialism

and internal counterrevolution, just as

we defend the trade unions against capi-

talist attack despite their bureaucratic

misleaders. Our defense of the USSR
was premised on the class nature of the

Soviet state, not on conjunctural circum-

stances—like who fired the first shot in

a war—nor on the condition that the

bureaucracy first be overthrown. Based

on our defense of the gains of October

and our program for new October Revo-

lutions around the world, we fought for

proletarian political revolution to oust the

nationalist Stalinist bureaucracy which

undermined those gains and prevented the

spread of revolution. This is the program

we pursue today toward the Chinese,

Cuban, Vietnamese and North Korean

workers slates, which were bureaucrati-

cally deformed from the outset.

Origins of the ISO

Following their break with Trotsky-

ism, the Shachtmanites pursued an un-

even 18-year-long course to full-blown

social democracy, culminating in their

liquidation into Norman Thomas’ Social-

UPI Raia/NY Newsday

Liberal Democrat
Robert Kennedy led

federal vendetta
against James Hoffa

aimed at crippling

Teamsters union, 1958.

Thirty years later, then-

U.S. Attorney Rudolph
Giuliani announced
union-busting RICO

suit against Teamsters.

28 September 1953: As evidence in

fight against inclusion on government’s
“Subversive List," Shachtmanite

"third campists" boast of their

anti-Communist credentials.

LABOR
ACTION
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As supporting evidence, we appended a leaflet en-

titled "Stalinism Is Not Socialism," signed by Max
Shachtman of the ISL, Harry Fleischman of the So-
cialist Party, and August Claessens of the Social Demo-
cratic Federation. This leaflet had been dropped over
China by U. S. bombers in May «19^ presumably
through the sponsorship of the State Department.
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isi Party (SP) in 1958 In 1961. Shacht-
nian supported the CIA's Bay of Pigs
invasion of Cuba under Democratic pres-
ident John F. Kennedy. Over the next few
years, he became one of the most hawk-
ish elements in the Democratic Party.

Shachtman’s Workers Party had main-
tained some degree of orthodoxy while
the Soviet Union was relatively popular
in the period of its wartime alliance with
U S. imperialism against Nazi Germany.
But as the Cold War intensified in the

late 1940s, Shachtman’s group—which
became the Independent Socialist League
(ISL) in 1949—moved to the right in

response to the prevailing pressures.

In April 1947. as America’s rulers

decried "Communist expansionism" in

East Europe. Shachtman’s New Interna-

tional proclaimed: “Every advance of
Stalinism is not only a defeat for democ-
racy but also a defeat for the proletariat

and for socialism." Two years later. New
International (September 1949) made an
open bid for reconciliation with the pro-

imperialist labor bureaucracy:

"Where it is not yet possible to win die

unions for the leadership of revolution-
ary militants, we forthrightly prefer ihc

leadership of reformists who aim in (heir

own way to maintain a labor movement,
to the leadership of the Stalinist totalitar-

ians who aim to exterminate it

"

Immediately following the 1949 Chi-
nese Revolution, Shachtman joined with

spokesmen for the SP and the Social

Democratic Federation in signing a dec-

laration against the Chinese Communists
titled "Stalinism Is Not Socialism.” The
leaflet was then translated into Chinese
for the U.S. State Department. The ISL's

Labor Action (28 September 1953)
proudly reported: "This leaflet had been
dropped over China by U.S. bombers in

May 1950 presumably through the spon-
sorship of the State Department." This

contribution to U.S. imperialism’s coun-

July/August 1950).

The later widespread radicalization

stemming from the black struggles in

the South and the movement against

U.S. imperialism’s war in Vietnam made
Cold War "socialism" less popular. In the

early 1960s, a section of Shachtman’s
supporters centered on Hal Draper—who
opposed Shachtman’s support for the

Bay of Pigs invasion—formed the Inde-

pendent Socialist Clubs (ISC) as an edu-
cational appendage to the Socialist Party.

But Draper stayed in the SP through its

support for U.S. machinations against

Cuba and the American invasions of the

Dominican Republic and Vietnam. As
the student protest movement grew more
radical, the ISC gradually grew more
“independent." renaming itself the Inter-

national Socialists.

The ISC/I. S. differed from the SP
chiefly in its formal references to revolu-

tion. The ISC/I. S. revived Shachtman’s
theory of bureaucratic collectivism while

also maintaining a loose association with

Tony Cliff’s “state capitalist” group in

Britain. When, after a series of debilitat-

ing splits in the 1970s the I S. was reborn

in 1977 as the ISO. it was firmly in Cliff’s

orbit. Those splits also spawned new ref-

ormist groupings like Solidarity and the

overtly trade-union opportunist Labor
Notes. As they went from the ISC to the

I.S. to the ISO, these social democrats
claimed that they had been "born again”

and washed their hands of earlier embar-
rassing betrayals. This is hogwash! Joel

Geier, now part of the ISO leadership,

was the central leader of the I.S. in the

early 1 970s and a leading part of the Dra-

perite wing of the SP in the early ’60s.

As the bourgeoisie whipped up
renewed Cold War fever in the late 1970s.

the Cliffites heartily joined in, hailing

every reactionary movement directed

against the Soviet Union, from the

Cops attack
Rhode Island

Teamsters picket

line during
successful 1997

UPS strike.

terrevolutionary crusade against Mao’s
China was cited by the ISL in its legal

efforts to be removed from the Attorney

General’s “Subversive List" and to fight

the State Department’s denial of a pass-

port to Shachtman. Shachtman’s lawyer
in both these cases was Joseph Rauh.

The imperialists’ Cold War turned

white hot with the onset of the 1950-53

Korean War. Opposing the introduction

of U.S. troops into Korea, the “third

camp" ISL condemned "the ravishing of
Korea by the two imperialist rivals.” In

“Socialist Policy and the War, Part II,"

Shachtman argued for “transforming the

imperialist war into a democratic war"

through the installation in the U.S. of a

government like that of the Labour Party

then governing Britain. Like Cliff, the

ISL issued shrill denunciations of North

Korea: “The so-called Northern govern-

ment is not a government of the Korean
people and in no way represents its inter-

ests.... The victory of its arms would
mean nothing but the extension of the

slave power of Stalinism over the whole
territory of Korea, and therefore a disas-

trous blow to the people of Korea and
the cause of democracy and socialism

everywhere else" (New International,

Afghan mujahedin who butchered school

teachers for teaching young girls to read

to CIA/Vatican-sponsored Polish Soli-

darnosd. When Yeltsin’s August 1991

coup opened the floodgates for counter-

revolution in the Soviet Union, the Cliff-

ites exulted: "Communism has col-

lapsed.... It is a fact that should have
every socialist rejoicing” (Socialist

Worker [Britain], 31 August 1991).

AUD: Court Suits and
Capitalist Funds
Herman Benson's political career prior

to the founding of the AUD exemplified

the Shachtmanites’ trajectory to “State

Department socialism." As a student at

the City College of New York. Benson
was recruited to the Young People’s
Socialist League (YPSL), the Socialist

youth group, and from there was won
to Trotskyism in the late 1 93()s. After
Shachtman’s petty-bourgeois opposition
split from the SWP, Benson became a

prominent Shachtmanite spokesman in

Detroit and then labor editor of Uibor
Action. As the UAW bureaucracy purged
Communists from the union, Benson
hailed Walter Reuther for making the

UAW the "vanguard of the American

Trotskyists led
militant 1934
Minneapolis

strikes which
defied cops and

thugs and helped
forge Teamsters

into powerful
industrial union.

H5MILITANT &Oni0 of die C«mmaul I/aiw of Anon^n ^Orf«p* Uam* of Amiai
**«*•*• ~ § ^

MINNEAPOLIS SHOWS THEWAY
Le«rn From Minneapolis)

Minnesota Historical Society

labor movement" (quoted in Peter

Drucker, Max Shachtman and His Left

11994|). Benson later recalled, “I was
delighted at the chance at last. ..to get

these sons of bitches."

Following the Shachtmanites’ liquida-

tion into the SP. Benson devoted himself

full-time to using the anti-labor 1959
Landrum-Griffin Act as a vehicle for

dragging the government and the courts

into the unions in the name of fighting

“corruption " Passed following the notori-

ous McClellan hearings focused on
Jimmy Hoffa Sr. and the Teamsters
union, Landrum-Griffin was aimed pri-

marily at shackling that powerful union

by rendering illegal those provisions in

Teamsters contracts which gave workers

the right to refuse to handle struck

goods. But this so-called Labor Manage-
ment Reporting and Disclosure Act was
also a sledgehammer against all unions,

authorizing sweeping government and
court powers to intervene in internal

union affairs and finances. The law’s

“Bill of Rights” section was presented as

an affirmation of union "democracy,” but

its real purpose was to protect union

members who sued the union from being

disciplined for their treachery.

With the help of Norman Thomas.
Benson was able to get financing from a

number of capitalist foundations like the

Rockefeller Family Fund, allowing him
to launch Union Democracy in Action. In

the March 1969 issue of this newsletter,

Benson admitted that these grants consti-

tuted his key financial backing “for six

critical years.” One needn’t ponder long

and hard to understand why corporate

foundations would fund an operation

centered on dragging the unions into the

bosses’ courts.

The first major use of Landrum-
Griffin came when Benson & Co. spon-

sored a successful federal court suit by
Frank Schonfeld, a dissident in NYC
Painters District Council 9, ordering new
union elections. (Schonfeld’s lawyer.

Burton Hall, is today the mentor for a

generation of lawyers who specialize in

suing the unions.) The 1967 election

resulted in a victory for Schonfeld—and
a job for Benson as editor of the union’s

paper—until Schonfeld was decisively

voted out of office six years later.

The disparate forces that joined Ben-
son in founding the AUD were bound
together by their shared past as anti-

communist Cold Warriors. Rauh, associ-

ated with the AUD from the start, was
a longtime counselor to the Reutherite

UAW bureaucracy and had been central

at the 1964 Democratic Party convention

in ensuring that the segregationist Dixie-

crat delegation from Mississippi was
seated over objections from the mainly
black Mississippi Freedom Democrats.
Other AUD leading lights included for-

mer UAW vice president Victor Reuther,

Walter Reuther’s brother, who worked
with the CIA in breaking Communist-led
unions in postwar Europe. Another was
John Cort, former head of the Associa-
tion of Catholic Trade Unionists, which
had been active in getting Communists
expelled from the unions, including the

UAW, in which it constituted a key prop
of the Reuther apparatus. Michael Har-
rington, who had been recruited to the

Shachtmanite youth in the early 1950s
and had edited Uibor Action's youth
pages, was national chairman of the SP
until 1972 and later founded the Demo-
cratic Socialists of America (which
includes in its current leadership AFL-
CIO head John Sweeney).

The formation of the AUD came amid
a series of militant wildcat strikes in

continued on page 13
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In Honor of Comrade

Mary Van De Water-Quirk

the lifelong example Mary set as a caring friend and

communist leader and the contributions she made to our

cause of world socialist revolution.

# * * * - *

Kevin Quirk: Driving up here. 1 was hit in the face with

something that I’d forgotten. Mary organized a protest in

front of this building. I don't know how many years ago

it was. It was against this professor at the University of

Chicago, Harberger, who was speaking probably in this

very room. He got dropped off by his son, and then his

son went around the block and came barreling down 59th

Street the wrong way, drove up on the grass and tried to

mow us down in his car. We pressed charges, made this

little white punk go through the line-up with all the other

guys. Later, the judge turned out to be part of the Grey-

lord crew, the judges that were taking bribes to fix cases,

and so, I remember, they asked for a directed verdict

after they had made their presentation. So the judge said,

"Yeah, I believe that Kevin Quirk was a hero, he pushed

people out of the way of this guy who was trying to mow
them down with the car. Not guilty." So there you have

it. So it’s appropriate we're honoring Mary in this very

room in their building.

I'm going to be brief. I have to be brief. Because you
see. Mary and I, we had a deal. She said, seven minutes,

max. Along with her distaste for cant and puffed-up,

self-important individuals, Mary didn't care too much
for windbags and blowhards. That caused not a little

tension in our relationship. All too often, she criticized

my speeches as long and boring.

Many people, no doubt, know the story of our wed-
ding. I wanted for us to recite pages and pages of poems
of love Mary would have none of that, to hell with that.

So she boiled our part of the ceremony down to one line

apiece. Guess what? Mr. Big Noise himself blew his

only line. Doing my best Elmer Fudd imitation, I said,

"With this wing I do thee red!" So I'll be brief and try to

get my lines right.

First, on behalf of Karen and myself. I want to

express my deepest gratitude for all the tributes that

have come pouring in from comrades, friends, family,

co-workers. They were our sole source of strength and

A memorial meeting for our comrade

Mary Van De Water-Quirk was held at the

International House of the University of

Chicago on June 3. A member of the Spar-

tacist League since 1980. Mary was most

recently the organizer of our Chicago local.

With the same purpose and fierce deter-

mination that infused her political work,

for four years she had struggled against the

bile duct cancer that finally claimed her

life. She was one day away from turning 46

years old.

The many who gathered to celebrate her

life were a testament to the breadth of her

compassion and humanity and the depth of

her commitment in the fight for a socialist

future. Among those attending the memo-
rial meeting were comrades from every

branch of the Spartacist League/U.S. and

from other sections of the International

Communist League, her sister Karen and

other family members, friends and neigh-

bors. A sizable number of those younger

comrades whom Mary was largely respon-

sible for forging into cadre were present,

as were those with whom she worked

closely over the years in building our party.

A group of black transit workers who knew
Mary and her husband Kevin Quirk, an

Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) Local

24 1 member, came to pay tribute to her tire-

less efforts at combatting the racist oppres-

sion that is a defining feature of Ameri-

can capitalism. Included in this group was

Cassandra Seay, who was successfully

defended by Local 241 and the Partisan

Defense Committee against frame-up fel-

ony charges pressed after she and her fam-

ily were assaulted by Chicago cops in 1987.

Comrades and friends from around the

world unable to attend sent statements of commemora-
tion that were read aloud at the meeting.

The meeting was presided over by Mark Kelly. Mid-
west representative of the Partisan Defense Committee,
and was addressed by a cross section of those present.

Comrades Cheri Mitchell. Sam Kaehler, Ed Clarkson

and Paula Dell were joined by Kevin. Cassandra. ATU
Local 308 member Bernard Branche and Mary’s nephew,

Frank Van De Water, as speakers in the planned part of

the program. When the floor was opened, numerous oth-

ers rose to testify to the impact Mary had on their lives.

We print below a selection of these remarks that point to

consolation. As you can well imagine, we

have spent the last few weeks toiling in

what Yeats called "the foul rag-and-bone

shop of the heart.” That is a dark and dingy

place. But the arrival of each new message

of support and solidarity and love and

homage was like a bright ray of sunshine

that even as it reminded us of our loss, our

unbearable loss, vividly illuminated the

portrait of Mary, our true friend and

fighter.

I would especially like to thank my co-

workers, many of whom knew Mary or

knew of her. They did an important thing

for me by reminding me how absolutely

special it was to have had a soulmate by

one’s side. One with whom you could

share the exhilaration of our victories and

the miseries of our defeats and always a

warm and loving companion. That’s some-

thing I may have come to take for granted

over the last 19 years. Thanks, guys, for

giving that back to me.

Many people have spoken of Mary’s

courage, her will and determination both in

the battle against her disease and in the

conduct of her political life. Mary was not

possessed of great physical courage. She

hated pain and suffering just like all of us,

probably even more so. I mean, she cried

when she dialed the phone to make an

appointment for the dentist.

Friedrich Engels, reflecting on his direct

military involvement in the revolutionary

uprisings of 1848, witnessing young work-

ers perform heroic tasks in the face of the

deadly fire by the bosses' armies, observed

that courage is after all a very ordinary

human virtue under such circumstances. I

think that informs us of what made Mary
so dogged. The wellspring of Mary’s courage and will

was her total unwavering commitment to the fight to rid

this planet of oppression, to end for all time the exploita-

tion of the many by the few. In other words, it was her

devotion to the fight for a socialist future. That is why
she lived. That is why she fought the way she did right

to the end.

Leon Trotsky made this point in his tribute to his son

Sedov, who was murdered by Stalinist agents. He said

of his son. “As a genuine revolutionist he placed value

on life only to the extent that it served the struggle of

the proletariat for liberation.” Simply put. I believe that

sums up the last 21 years of Mary's life.

You will hear today about Mary's love of, and skill

with, children and youth. She was personally respon-

sible for the training and forging of a w hole corps of

fine young communist fighters. Near the end, several of

the natural parents of those youth called Mary to thank
her for the fine job she had done in the political

upbringing of their children.

And it was in those last days that these young charges
were once again at the vortex of Mary’s fragile life. One
special moment came when Mary staged yet another
implausible, defiant rally on the news that some of these

youth had come to town and were heading our way.

Only hours before, this member of a family of inveterate

gamblers and horse players could not lift her head from
her pillow to watch the Kentucky Derby But later, there

she was once again at the head of our table, Mother
Mary, surrounded by her young troops ready to be sent

off to do battle with the racist capitalist beast.

I choose not to say good-bye to our Mary today. I

believe we all know that's not necessary. It is within our

materialist framework to hold on to what will always be
living and real. Mary will be in our hearts, she will be in

our minds, but more importantly she will as always be at

our backs.

Cheri Mitchell: I consider Mary my collaborator. We
all loved Mary, but I can tell you right now that if I was
too sappy, she'd have a fit and never let me hear the end
of it. But then I probably will be too sappy, because I

Mary at 1980 Berkeley Spartacus Youth Leagu
protest against verdict acquitting KKK killers c
five leftists in 1979 Greensboro Massacre.
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never did everything Mary told me to do. But she'd

be right. What we need to do here is not so much
mourn her death, but celebrate her life. And there is

a whole lot to celebrate. So I'm going to go into the

history a bit.

There are certain adjectives that come to mind
when you think of Mary, and I’ll give you a few:

compassionate, generous, sharp-witted, selfless,

ruthless in criticism over important issues, funny as

hell, practical, organized, professional, meticulous.
I also want to speak about Mary’s commitment to

a better Ij/e for everyone, her commitment to com-
munism, embodied in the program and cadre of the

Spartacist League, that is, a future without poverty,

racial oppression, injustice, imperialist war—all of
the things endemic to this society. That purpose—to

eradicate those evils—was hers till the very end.

She was born in Queens, New York in 1954. When
she was nine and her sister Karen was twelve, they

moved to San Jose, California. So 1 guess you could say

that they knew something about the toughness of a New
Yorker and the false reality of sunny California, where
along with the beautiful scenery is the harsh reality of
the oppression of immigrant workers on the farms and
the raw racist reality of capitalism. She was a student at

the University of California at Berkeley when she ran

across the Spartacus Youth League. It wasn't easy for

her to get into that school—she had to go to junior col-

lege first to acquire some background credits, mean-
while working in order to pay for her education. Her
major was Child Development and she worked as a pre-

school teacher while going to Berkeley. There is a dis-

play in the back, the most colorful of the displays, with
the photos of her and her kids at the preschool. That
display was created by the young children of other com-
rades that she also trained.

You see, it takes more than a guy who's read Marx
and Lenin to become a communist— it takes somebody
with a passion and love for humanity, and of that Mary
had ample supply. She joined the Spartacus Youth
League in November of 1979 and by February of 1980
she became SYL organizer in the Bay Area and became
the SYL representative to the Bay Area District Com-
mittee. While still at Berkeley, she ran for president of
the student government as part of an SYL slate: “Vote
Communist! Vote SYL!” She joined the Spartacist

League in April 1980, right after she helped organize

the Spartacist demonstration that stopped the Nazis
from celebrating Hitler’s birthday in downtown San
Francisco. The party fit her like a glove

and she exojled with great speed. Each
time the party’s work challenged her to

make a leap, she did so, and she continued

to do so in Chicago.

In 1981 she was asked if she would
transfer to the Chicago local from the Bay
Area to become the youth organizer. This

was a real tough decision to make for her,

as her family and friends and 20-year-old

dog were all in the Bay Area. She thought

about it awhile, then decided to go. Later,

her father told her it was the best decision

she ever made, and she agreed. And I think

we can all agree.

She came to Chicago and proceeded to

look for work in her field of child devel-

opment. But here, she couldn't find any-

thing for more than minimum wage, so

she did what lots of young communists do
to eke out a living and give themselves

lime to do political work—she became a

waitress. What she did was put her talents

and energies to use for the benefit of the

party.

I was in the Chicago Spartacus Youth
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Left: Mary’s husband Kevin speaking at June 3
memorial meeting in Chicago. Photo displays
chronicled Mary's life and work.

ress for very long. It was only two years after her

move to Chicago that she became the full-time

organizer for the Chicago branch. And she remained
at that post until 1996, when it was no longer pos-

sible for her to carry out her tasks due to the treat-

ment process. She had what it look— tenacity,

humor, organizational skill, political savvy—to get

through the tough times of the Cold War, the Rea-

gan years, and later the bourgeoisie’s "death of com-
munism" triumphalism in the wake of the destruc-

tion of the Soviet Union. Even though she was in the

midst of her battle with cancer, and therefore could not

take on a full load of political responsibility, she had
everything to do with what we organized and her inter-

ventions into our work were invariably cogent, to the

point and right.

She met Kevin in 1979. while he was wearing a plum-
colored dress. Kevin disputes this—he doesn't believe it

was plum. Okay, it was chartreuse. Then in 1981, when
they both lived in Chicago, they became an item—and
you might say a perfect match. And from that day on.

their apartment was the place to go for good food, good
drink, plenty of political conversation and never a dull

moment. They moved to Hyde Park in 1983. The famous
barbecues were a common occurrence. Scores of transit

workers have been wined and dined at the Quirks’. Their
home was a place where everybody could have a good
time and get a good dose of revolutionary politics.

Their commitment to the fight for black liberation in

racist America was not just evident in their political pro-

gram but it was a living part of their lives. Both inside

and outside the party, people took to Mary. She was the

genuine article. Cassandra will tell you. As you can see
from the attendance here. Mary made an impression on
the transit workers she sold Workers Vanguard to, and on
the friends and co-workers who had the pleasure of an
evening at the Quirks’ place. When I sold the newspaper
at the locations she used to sell at, I was invariably asked
by at least one person if I knew Mary or Kevin and how
they were doing.

Mary’s political accomplishments are too numerous to

list, but I have a selection. Firstly, she was the Chicago
organizer in title, but in reality she was the regional

organizer for everything west of Philadelphia and every-
thing east of Las Vegas. Our Texas trips

were run by Mary and she laid the basis

for future trips there. The Chicago local

sent teams to Ann Arbor, Cleveland. Mad-
ison, Iowa, Detroit, Minneapolis, the "War
Zone" strikes in Decatur and numerous
others.

She was one of the best organizers the

International Communist League ever had.

When the party was engaged in a national

campaign, she would invariably be called

on to be a main organizer. She was an
organizer of the Spartacist election cam-
paign for mayor of New York City in 1 985.
She was a primary organizer for the 1988
Philadelphia rally to stop the KKK, which
did stop the KKK. She initially pushed
and then organized all aspects of the

Chicago protest against the racist Denny’s
restaurant chain. She organized the Janu-
ary 1994 Springfield labor/black mobili-

zation against the Klan. She made the Par-

tisan Defense Committee's annual Holiday
Appeal for Class-War Prisoners a pride of

the Chicago local, because of its success in

continued on next page

League at the time of Mary’s arrival. In fact, we were
the two leading youth members. We were having a little

trouble organizing our work, so we were commanded
by the party leadership to meet every day and talk about
our work and plan the next day. And that was pretty

easy. I had a day job as a waitress two blocks away
from where Mary had a night job as a waitress. So
between our shifts we'd have a few free glasses of wine
on the house from the Sheraton where she worked, and
sit down and discuss the ongoing work of our organiza-
tion, along with a little gossip about what was going on
in the rest of the organization. Gossip was really part

and parcel of our lives, and Mary somehow- always
knew everything about everybody else before every-

body else. She was renowned for it. If you wanted to

know what was happening, the first person you'd call

was Mary.
,

The most practical of people. Mary always had a

quick-witted remark for somebody who was completely
insane with their personal life. And it was very funny. I

know this, because I was the butt of a lot of her jokes.

She was known for knowing about everybody's lives, but

she wasn’t what you might think of as a gossip-hound

—

you knew who to go to for personal advice, political

advice— it was clear that she cared about her comrades
and their well-being. She made sure so-and-so got to the

doctor when they were sick. She made sure that a party

was organized for so-and-so when they got their

journeyman's card or on special occasions in their life.

She had a genuine respect for and concern about those

she worked with, coupled with a fierce defense of our
program when it was attacked inside or outside the party.

So I said she became a waitress, but she wasn’t a wait-

Photograph of 1987 Chicago teachers strike published in Worker
Vanguard was taken by Mary.
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raising funds for prisoners such as Mumia Abu-Jamal,

because its attendance was always not only large but an

integrated crowd including black workers and youth

—

which is a singular experience in America’s most segre-

gated city—and because it was a very good party.

She also, as was mentioned, trained a whole layer

of youth, who went on to become party leaders in

their own right, and hold posts not just in the United

States but as far away as Tokyo and Johannesburg.

Marijke, who’s here from Germany, was trained by

Mary. Carla and Richard are here from New York City.

There are people here from Boston. Madison. Ann
Arbor, San Francisco and Los Angeles. Then there are

the written tributes from the many who could not be

here today.

I wanted to read one selection from someone who
was trained by Mary and is now a leader of our South

African section: •

"Mary was my lirst Spartacist organi/cr in the first local

where I was a member of the parly. Like many others, the

feeling of loss is not only that of a comrade and friend,

but also a teacher in the sense of learning the ropes in a

communist organization ...

"Chicago has long been known as the (raining local It

was a place where there was guidance and the room to

make mistakes and learn and I think Mary had every-

thing to do with setting the tone for that. We had our
youth club and we had important political struggles and
we had our tempests in a teapot. You could count on
Mary for perspective when it was a real problem And on
the other hand there was the dreaded little shake of the

head that meant that you were really barking up the

wrong tree. Idealistic young people became communist
cadre under her guidance. That is something for all of us

to aspire to....

"Mary’s place was the place to go to get plugged in, to

talk about what was happening in the world, to get your

precious ego reset to acceptable levels, often with your
head in the crook of Kevin's arm. And it really was the

social glue. A lot of arguing and shaping happened there.

Mary knew her people and knew how to lake care of
them."

This is in itself the essence of what people thought of

Mary. '

She was committed to a socialist future and she

poured everything she had into it. What animated her

most of all was her understanding of and commitment
to the light for black liberation in this country Karen, a

comrade from the Bay Area, came up with a quote by

James P. Cannon, the founder of American Trotskyism:

"For the proletarian revolutionist the party is the con-

centrated expression of his life purpose, and he is bound
to it for life and death Fie preaches and practices party

patriotism, because he knows that his socialist ideal

cannot be realized without the party” And as Karen
says in her note, “That was Mary, she personified that

Bolshevik spirit"

She was a level-headed organizer, the one who made
the trains run on time, but that did not mean that she

wouldn't wage a political tight when necessary to keep

our party on track. I have to use the quote by Leon
Trotsky on the quintessential Bolshevik organizer.

Yakov Sverdlov, that we published in the memorial arti-

cle in Workers Vanguard because I think it fits Mary to a

tee:

"When new political questions were under discussion, it

might have seemed sometimes that Sverdlov—especially
if he kept silent, which was not infrequently the case

—

was wavering or had not yet been able to make up his

mind. In reality, in the course of the discussion he was
engaged in mentally working out the problem along par-
allel lines, which might be sketched out as follows: Who
is available? Where should he be assigned? Flow shall we
broach the problem and bring it into harmony with our
other tasks? And no sooner had the joint political deci-
sion been reached, no sooner was it necessary to turn to
the organizational side of the problem and the question of
personnel than it almost invariably turned out that Svcrd-
lov was already prepared with far-reaching practical pro-

posals. based on his encyclopedic memory and personal
knowledge of individuals.’’

And that was Mary. What she would not tolerate is if

we only mourned her death rather than carrying out her
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At mimeograph machine producing leaflets, 1988.
Mary played key role in organizing anti-Klan
mobilizations in Philadelphia in 1988 and Spring-
field, Illinois in 1994.

work; that is the work of international proletarian revo-

lution. We remember her and we salute her.

*****
Sam Kaehler: Ten years ago, not long after I met Mary
for the first time, we used to do a regular Workers Van-

guard sale at the 69th Street bus bam. before they shut

it down. I still remember the first sale: a black mechanic
came walking up and took a good look at me. this tall,

gangly 19-year-old white kid from Madison. Wisconsin.

With a big smile on his face, he walked over to Mary and

said, “How’s it going, Mary? I see you’ve got your son

out here selling those papers with you.” He was more
right than he knew. 1 was one of several such "sons."

She would introduce me to the many drivers and

mechanics who had participated with us in our actions

against the Klan and Nazis, in defense of Cassandra

Seay, and for the freedom of Mumia Abu-Jamal. These
weren’t just people she had argued strongly with that it

was necessary to defend gay rights or abortion rights, or

that the Democratic Party is a capitalist party and that

we need to build a revolutionary party. These were peo-

ple who really (rusted and respected her. They invited

her to family events. She and Kevin were often the only

white people they had ever let into their homes or con-

sidered friends.

Mary had a keen sense of what it meant to be a com-
munist in “Segregation City." As the cars left the park-

ing lot at the Ford stamping plant factory gate sale, she

would point out how blacks and whites worked side by

side in the plant, but when they went home, blacks

turned one way and whites went the other. These stories

had a purpose. Because after several sales with Mary,

you were ready to lead them up yourself. That’s how you
were trained. It went for little things as well as big

things.

When we had a smelt party or a Labor Black Struggle

League picnic, the only such integrated events in this

racist city, she would make sure that the Spartacus

Youth Club tried to mobilize its most promising con-

tacts to attend. She made the point that any aspiring

young Marxist that was above sitting around and having

political discussions with black and Hispanic workers

—

not to mention taking part in a volleyball game or learn-

ing the electric slide—would not make it long in the

party that we are building.

Those are some of the memories I have of Mary, the

organizer of what we call, in the scientific language of

our movement, "a stable propaganda group with a con-

sistent presence in a few key industries and intervening

among students." She really made you feel that the work
that we do lays the groundwork for the revolution that

will gel rid of this stinking racist system, once and for

all.

In 1993. I went on assignment to Russia. In my first

week there, a team of us traveled to Donetsk, Ukraine

and we intersected a massive strike of coal miners. They

had shut down the whole region. We were very well

received. Three of us sold thousands of papers. We were

toured around the region by coal miners and put up in

their homes. At the largest demonstration, I worked
closely with a young miner named Sergei (actually,

everyone we worked with was named Sergei, but that’s

the Ukraine) and he helped sell our literature, At the

end of the rally, he wanted to give me something to

remember our day together. The only thing he had of

value with him was his keychain. It was a Soviet Veteran

of Labor medal, received for working 20 years in the

mines, that he had inherited from his favorite aunt who
had died.

As soon as I got back to Moscow, I sent the medal to

Kevin and Mary, explaining that they were the ones that

deserved it most. Because if we had had even just a

handful of supporters in those mines who had been

there for the last 15 years and had earned the respect of

the workers like Mary and Kevin have in Chicago, the

history of the miners in the Ukraine in their struggle

against the restoration of capitalism would be written

differently. The medal is sitting in the display case [at

the memorial meeting). Mary was proud of the work

that we did in the former Soviet Union. Her mentor

Martha Phillips was murdered there, so she didn’t mind
too much that it meant that for a while that year the

public face of the Spartacus Youth Club on the Chicago
campuses was her and a 50-year-old supporter.

During the more than four years of Mary’s illness,

there were those in our ranks with healthy bodies, more
knowledge, belter public speaking ability, who suc-

Quirk Family

Mary with her sister and comrade Karen.

cumbed to the “death of communism" ideology and fell

by the wayside. Mary proved better than them all. On a

typical day, I'd come in and she would be propped up

on her bed, in constant pain and discomfort. A pile of

reports on the work of the Spartacist League and Inter-

national Communist League would be stacked up by her

right side and the phone on the left. When she felt up to

it, she would either read those reports or pick up that

phone. Sometimes, she would call her friends or family,

but most of the time she was giving whatever input and
advice she could that would make our party run better.

Up to the very end of her life, she was doing exactly

what she wanted to do.

Mary made her biggest impact on the work in Chi-

cago, but she followed the work of our International

closely. She was particularly interested in our work on
the Pacific Rim. She read books on Indonesia and
Hawaii, and she was just starting on reading about the

Philippines. Because of her illness, it was hard to do a

lot of reading. So we became movie buffs together. She
had a lot of favorites. We never missed an episode of

With Cassandra Seay at

1987 Chicago PDC benefit.

Mary was crucial in

initiating successful union-
based defense of Seay,
seen at right with family
and fellow transit workers
outside Cook County
courthouse, against
trumped-up felony charges.
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The Sopranos She liked those kinds of shows, because

they put forward the credo, “You mess with one of us.

you mess with all of us." She applied that to her politi-

cal. as well as her personal life. But I thought it was

appropriate that whenever someone would ask her to

recommend a movie, the first thing she would ask was if

you had seen her favorite movie. Freeway. It's a movie

about a tough California girl, with a strong will, a big

heart and, when needed, a dirty mouth. That's how I

remember Mary.

* * * * *

Mark Kelly: Recently I had the occasion to view

the Augustus Saint-Gaudens memorial to Robert Gould

Shaw and the Massachusetts 54th Regiment. In the Civil

War. this was the first military unit raised in the North of

"persons of African descent ." It was the most famous of

such regiments and its brave conduct during its attack on

Fort Wagner, South Carolina in 1863 inspired wide-

spread enlistment of blacks into the Union forces. Rob-

ert Shaw was its officer. He was while and a staunch abo-

litionist. While waiting for battle, Shaw wrote to protest

the federal government’s injustice of paying his troops

less than the white infantrymen. In the battle of Fort

Wagner, Shaw and some of his compatriots reached the

parapet before he was killed. Of the approximately 600

men of the 54th who participated in the battle, almost

half were killed, captured or later died of their wounds

The Confederate general ordered Shaw’s body stripped

of its officer’s uniform and thrown into a grave with 20

of his own men.

The memorial is an enormous and inspiring sculp-

ture. Shaw rides his horse with his sword drawn, both

stoic and resolute. The troops march alongside, pushing

forward, determined to make their mark on history.

Each soldier appears as a distinct individual fused into a

dynamic mass.

I tell you all of this because gazing at the memorial

ignited an intense reverie about Mary. For many years,

Mary was the stoic leader organizing and preparing her

troops for battle. The 54th marched with their rifles;

Mary’s comrades and supporters marched with their

picket signs—both prepared to sacrifice for the same
ideal— to finish the Civil War. Like Shaw, Mary was not

an orator or an intellectual. Both were brilliant and cou-

rageous organizers and leaders, respecting the individu-

als they were leading, and in turn, gathering the respect

of those they were organizing. Both declined the spot-

light. working tirelessly on organizational details so that

their troops were prepared for battle. The Shaw memo-
rial reminds us of the courage and bravery of the 54th

Regiment and their leader Colonel Shaw. Today’s memo-
rial for Mary Van De Water-Quirk will remind us of her

courage and dedication fighting the cruel realities of

racist America.

*****
Cassandra Seay: I was one of those people who always

peep out the window to see who was there. I had turned

totally against whites, I hated them because it was five

white cops who beat me up. who came into my home

unlawfully. I was told by the Chicago Transit Authority,

if I got involved with the communist party. I would be

fired. Mary and Kevin, they all came up to my apartment,

and I listened—but I didn’t listen. And Mary returned

twice, by herself. The second time she returned, it was

raining, and I peeped out the window like we do when
Jehovah's Witnesses come around, you know. What’s

wrong with her? She stood there, walked backwards and

forwards and it was steady raining, so I finally opened

the door. I said. “Who the hell are you, Mother Mary or

somebody?" "My name is Mary," she said. “You met

me." And I just looked.

So we talked, and I told her how I was feeling. And
Mary said, "I understand how you feel." I said, "No you

don’t .’’ And then she continued and continued, and so

she convinced me. She started asking me. "What about

the future? You have these three children, if they have

children, you would never see your grandchildren .’’ She

told me, "I don’t know you, but just listening to you.

you’re making all these excuses. There’s no reason to

make excuses." She said then. "We're going to help.”

I got my life back together With Mary’s help and what

she was teaching me, telling me and my children—they

didn’t show up because they didn’t want to cry in front

of everybody—and I have nine grandchildren, and I

made 49 years old May 13th.

*****
Bernard Branche: There are some other little stories I'd

like to tell. There was the Wahid family, a black family
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Mary and Kevin at 1987 protest outside Chicago
police headquarters against cop execution of

disabled black auto worker Larry Hawkins.

that was firebomhed over in Gage Park back in the late

’80s. When they moved in. they were one of the first

black families on the block. Mary went to talk to them,

and they saw, here was a woman who really cared about

them. When they were threatened—and they were fire-

bombed numerous times—they would call Mary. One

time Mr. Wahid called Kevin at work. Kevin’s at work

until midnight, so after midnight shift got off. at I think

69th Street, a bunch of guys got into their cars and drove

over there, to show solidarity with the Wahid family, to

take care of them in that instance.

Not loo long after that, there was something that’s

known around these parts as “the move.” And that was

when Malcolm—who I think is still here, yeah. Malcolm

is in the back—his motorman conductor, his partner on

the train was moving into that very same block in Gage
Park, a few doors down. And everyone had heard about

what happened to the Wahid family. Well, people talked

about it, Malcolm talked about it, other people. And
Mary was talking to people about it, and said, "Well, you

know, something should be done about this. Something

should be done so that what happened to the Wahids does

not happen to the Thomas family"

Something was done. There was a moving crew.

Twenty-two black and white guys moved the Thomas
family into the house. A lot of people who were on that

move are in this room, about five or six of us at least.

We moved the Thomas family into the house, and then

after we moved, we came out on the front stoop and sat

around ostentatiously, making the point, "That’s right,

this is who moved in this family." I remember, I had to

work that day. And I drove real fast alter work to get

there in time for the second half of the move. As I was
driving down the street, all along the block there were

people poking out their heads and looking down the

street at what was happening. What actually happened

was a change was made. That family never did get

harassed. Because the racists in the neighborhood saw
that this was not just some lone family out there on its

own. but this was a guy who belonged to a union and he

had black and white workers and supporters who were

serious about it. And who actually made an ostentatious

display about how serious we were that day. We got

back and told Mary about what had happened. She was
deeply satisfied at that.

And that’s why I love Mary so much. She was a revo-

lutionary. She also had a style that is very rare. There

was no sense of competitiveness in Mary. There was

drive, but it wasn’t competitiveness. What it was, was

contributiveness. She understood that people on the

same page, pushing forward, can get a lot more done
than people bickering and going in several different

ways. That contribute nature of Mary was what made
her great as an organizer.

The things that I've talked about are things that Mary
lived for. And all these things that Mary lived for are the

things that are necessary to prepare the working class to

smash racist American capitalism and to build an egali-

tarian socialist system. This is a very dear friend of

mine who is no longer here. We should resolve to carry

forward her work *
%

Cuba...
(continuedfrom page 2)

where the capitalist system of production

for private profit was overthrown and

replaced with planned, collectivized

economies based on nationalized prop-

erty. These economies laid the material

basis, for enormous gains for working

people such that education, health care,

decent jobs and housing were provided

for the working masses in a way that will

never be possible under capitalism. But
these gains are threatened so long as the

imperialist rulers are on a drive to restore

capitalism in these countries so that they

can brutally exploit workers for private

profit. For this reason, the best thing that

American workers and youth can do to

defend the gains of the Cuban Revolu-

tion is to fight for the overthrow of the

bloody U S. imperialists. We simultane-

ously fight for workers political revolu-

tions in the deformed workers states to

bring the working class to power and

sweep away the Stalinist bureaucrats

who represent an obstacle to the interna-

tional extension of these revolutions.

These bureaucrats undermine the gains

ot these revolutions through conciliation

of imperialism, justified by the dogma of

"building socialism in one country
"

Socialist Action can say all they like

about the evils of U S. imperialism and

the defense of Cuba, but in fact this organ-

ization has been at one with the U S.

imperialist rulers and their agents in the

trade-union bureaucracy every time that

these guys backed forces for the restora-

tion of capitalism in the former USSR
and Eastern Europe. For proof of Social-

ist Action’s support to counterrevolution-

ary forces you need look no further than

the front page of every issue of their

newspaper which sports the logo of Soli-

darno^d. This is the logo of the CIA-
backed and Vatican-sponsored movement
that restored capitalism in Poland. So
don’t be fooled when Socialist Action

claims to fight for women’s rights and

they still hold up the logo of clericalist,

anti-abortion Solidarnotfd. The Soviet

Union was the economic lifeline to

Cuba, but that didn’t stop Socialist

Action from hailing Yeltsin who repre-

sented the forces that succeeded in restor-

ing capitalism in the USSR—meaning the

end of Soviet support to Cuba. So if the

very existence of the Cuban deformed

workers state is threatened today you can

thank organizations like Socialist Action

for helping the forces that destroyed the

Soviet Union.

We light to build a revolutionary work-

ers party that mobilizes the social power
of the working class in revolutionary

struggle. This requires battling the Amer-

ican trade-union bureaucrats who are

agents of the capitalist class in the work-

ers movement and tie American workers

to the anti-Communist aims of the capi-

talist rulers. Socialist Action despairs of

the mobilization of the working class and

instead looks toother forces that might be

popular but are in fact obstacles to revo-

lutionary struggle—from the trade-union

bureaucracy here to their adulation of the

Stalinist bureaucrats in Cuba. Similarly,

Socialist Action so despairs of the mobi-

lization of workers in struggle to free

Mumia Abu-Jamal that they sow treach-

erous illusions that this racist capitalist

state can be relied on to free a man the

racist rulers want to put to death. In con-

trast to these reformist fakers, we fight for

new October Revolutions like the one the

Bolsheviks led in 1917—so come talk to

the Spartacus Youth Club about our pro-

gram for how to win the fight and sweep
away capitalist exploitation and oppres-

sion for good.B

Marxist Bulletin No. 8

Cuba and Marxist Theory

Selected Documents on the
Cuban Question, 1960-1966

The fight of the Revolutionary Ten-

dency in the Socialist Workers Party

and the development of the

Spartacist League’s characterization

of Cuba as a deformed workers state.

Includes preface from 1973

$1.50 (48 pages)

Order from: Spartacist Publishing Co
Box 1377 GPO. New York, NY 10116
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Korea...
(continuedfrom page I

)

long and close historical ties, cemented

by the massive Chinese intervention on

the side of North Korea in the Korean

War. as the Maoist bureaucracy fought to

defend the Chinese Revolution on which

its own rule rested. The Beijing regime’s,

introduction of “market reforms” and the

accompanying attacks on the “iron rice

bowl"—guaranteed jobs, housing and

education—have spurred huge struggles

by the Chinese working class, from the

incipient proletarian political revolution

centered on the Tiananmen protests in

1989 to the recent revolt by 20,000 min-

ers in northern China. What is necessary

is the forging of revolutionary Trotskyist

parties in China. Korea and internation-

ally to lead the Chinese workers in a pro-

letarian political revolution to oust the

Beijing bureaucracy, to fight for revolu-

tionary reunification of Korea and for

socialist revolution in the industrial pow-

erhouse of Japan and throughout Asia.

U.S. War Machine Targets
China, North Korea

Since the Yeltsin-led restoration of cap-

italism in the USSR in 1991-92, U.S.

imperialism’s counterrevolutionary drive

against the remaining deformed workers

states has combined military threats with

a policy of economic penetration, partic-

Reuters

Striking auto workers in South
Korea in April, marking resurgence
of labor struggle in response to IMF
austerity dictates.

ularly in the case of China. The increas-

ingly aggressive military posture of the

U.S. in Asia, primarily aimed at the Chi-

nese deformed workers state, demon-
strates that, if necessary, direct mili-

tary intervention, perhaps in support of a

counterrevolutionary uprising on the Chi-

nese mainland, will be employed. Simul-
taneously, the American imperialists seek

to maintain their dominance in the region

against their militarily weaker Japanese

imperialist rival.

The consciousness with which this pro-

gram is being undertaken was revealed in

an authoritative organ of the U.S. capital-

ist class, the Washington Post ("For Pen-
tagon, Asia Moving to Forefront," 26
May). Washington has now secured a new
"visiting forces” agreement in the Philip-

pines and recently deployed 10.000 U.S.

troops to Queensland for joint exercises

with the Australian army. Noting that the

Pentagon has shifted a significant num-
ber of attack submarines from the Atlan-

tic to the Pacific, the article reports that

“two thirds of the forward-looking |war|

games staged by the Pentagon over the

last eight years have taken place partly or

wholly in Asia.” An Air Force official is

quoted as saying the aim is to “come up
with games that are kind of China, but not

China by name."

Washington’s fraudulent depiction of
a "nuclear threat” from North Korea is a

pretext for putting a new generation of
missiles in East Asia targeted primarily

at China—the so-called "theater missile

defense" system which would encompass

Pantheon Books

North Korean capital of Pyongyang, laid waste by U.S. bombing during
Korean War.

South Korea, Japan and possibly Taiwan.

Meanwhile, plans for a new version of

Reagan’s “Star Wars” scheme are seen as

a threat by capitalist Russia as well as by

many European imperialist powers. Thus,

Russian president Vladimir Putin’s ener-

getic efforts in opposition included both a

trip to Beijing and Berlin to be followed

by an upcoming visit to North Korea.

At the same time, the Pentagon aims

“to ensure that when Japan reemerges as

a great power, it behaves itself in Asia”

( Washington Post , 26 May). For its part,

the Japanese bourgeoisie looks in the

first place to Asia for its own imperial-

ist ambitions, and has seized on North

Korea’s launching of its Taepodong 1 mis-

sile in 1998 as a pretext for accelerating

its own remilitarization and expanding

its military presence in the region. Last

year, Japan’s navy tried to sink North

Korean ships, its troops are in West

Timor, its police are in Indonesia train-

ing local police forces and Singapore has

opened its port to Japanese naval vessels.

This campaign has been accompanied

by growing racist attacks on the Korean

minority population within Japan. The
ethnic Koreans in Japan constitute a lever

for socialist revolution in Japan, as a

direct link between the proletariat there

and workers in Korea. Our comrades

of the Spartacist Group Japan seek to

forge an internationalist Leninist van-

guard to lead workers revolution to

smash Japanese imperialism (see “Japa-

nese Trotskyists Fight Resurgent Nation-

alism, Racism," WV No. 736, 19 May).

When the Soviet degenerated work-

ers state existed, the clash of inter-

ests between the imperialist powers was
somewhat abated by their common inter-

est in crushing the historic conquests

of the 1917 October Revolution. Follow-

ing the counterrevolutionary destruction

of the USSR, these conflicts have been
given free rein. Today, the common hos-

tility of Japanese and U.S. imperialism

to the North Korean and Chinese de-

formed workers states does not moderate

this interimperialist rivalry but on the

contrary serves as an arena for its inten-

sification. as they jockey for position

over who would get the lion’s share of

the spoils in the event of counterrevolu-

tion in China.

This shift in^kmerican military prior-

ities is quite apparent to the leaders of
the Chinese deformed workers state, who
recently hosted a visit by the North

Korean head of stale. Nevertheless, the

Beijing regime plans to accelerate the

pace of "joint ventures" with foreign

capital and other forms of capitalist

investment. In the main, the efforts of the

Chinese bureaucracy—not without inter-

nal opposition—have been directed at

achieving entry into the World Trade
Organization (WTO), reflecting its confi-

dence in its capacity to "deal" with the

imperialists.

An article in the New York Tunes (23
May) on the question ofWTO entry com-
mented: "With droves of laid-off work-

ers already mounting sporadic protests

across the country, giving foreign compe-
tition a hand in wiping out whole indus-

tries could amount to political suicide for

China’s governing Communist Party."

Anticipating entry into the WTO, the

regime is planning to implement a series

of regulations safeguarding state-owned

industry against increased foreign compe-
tition, while in recent years President

Jiang Zemin has attempted to purge the

People’s Liberation Army of its capital-

ist enterprises and moved to increased

development of China’s nuclear missile

capacity, no doubt in response to Ameri-
can imperialism’s military measures.

The AFL-CIO bureaucracy, which

today stands with the most bellicose

representatives of U.S. imperialism, op-

poses China’s entry into the WTO from

the standpoint of anti-Communism and

“America first" protectionism. Our start-

ing point is completely opposite. We
oppose WTO entry and imperialist eco-

nomic penetration of China from the

standpoint of unconditional military de-

fense of the workers state which is based

on collectivized property forms. This

defense does not depend on the prior

overthrow of the Stalinist bureaucracy.

The ICL fully supports the right of the

People’s Republic of China to possess

nuclear weapons and further develop and
expand its nuclear capacities as well as

the right of North Korea to undertake

such development.

Fleeing famine conditions at home,

many thousands of North Koreans have

crossed the border to northern China,

which is already home to a large ethnic

Korean population. They are now experi-

encing first-hand the ravages of “mar-

ket reforms." At the same time, this

region has seen some of the most intense

working-class struggles in China. The
Korean population there constitutes a

human bridge between the Chinese and
North Korean proletariat. A proletarian

political revolution in China would likely

spark similar struggles by the belea-

guered workers of North Korea and Viet-

nam, forging the basis for international

communist solidarity between those

workers states.

A revolutionary China of workers and
peasants soviets would immediately face

the threat of attack from Japan and the

U.S., posing the iron necessity of promot-

ing the spread of socialist revolution

internationally, particularly throughout

Southeast Asia and, crucially, to Japan.

No less a danger is the pressure of the

capitalist world market on the relatively

backward Chinese economy. All of this

demands the forging of a revolutionary

proletarian party in China, section of a

reforged Trotskyist Fourth International,

to educate, organize and direct working-

class struggle. Only the victory of social-

ist revolution in the advanced capitalist

countries can provide the basis for the

elimination of scarcity worldwide and

bring to an end class society, thus setting

the stage for the fullest development of all

humanity.

North Korea in Danger
When the Soviet Red Army swept

down the Korean peninsula in the clos-

ing days of World War II, bringing liber-

ation from some 40 years of brutal Japa-

nese colonial oppression, the country

was primed for a revolutionary explo-

sion. Japanese imperialist investment had

created a superexploited working class

alongside a totally dependent lackey

native bourgeoisie. Immediately follow-

ing the Japanese surrender in 1945, Stalin

treacherously agreed to withdraw north

of the 38th parallel, thus tacitly agreeing

to the division of the peninsula. The U.S.

imperialists rushed in to take over the

South, putting at their service the hated

former Japanese colonial regime, thus

setting the stage for the first hot battle-

ground in the anti-Soviet Cold War.

As “people’s committees" arose

throughout the peninsula, in the North the

regime of Kim II Sung, the father of Kim
Jong II and a leader of anti-Japanese

guerrilla forces in China, expropriated

Japanese "collaborators”—which encom-

passed the entire weak Korean bourgeoi-

sie—carried out a systematic land reform,

breaking the power of the agrarian land-

lords, and declared the complete equality

of women. The result was a transforma-

tion of property relations, with the

remaining capitalists and landlords flee-

ing to the South, where the U.S. Army
joined the former colonial police in bru-

tally crushing worker and peasant upris-

ings. Nevertheless, the North Korean
workers state was deformed from its

inception, ruled by a nationalist bureau-

cracy which excluded the working class

from political power.

Thus the war which broke out on
25 June 1950 was a civil war pitting

the deformed workers state against the

imperialist-dominated capitalist-landlord

regime in Seoul. As the North Korean
army drove south, with thousands of
Korean fighters recently returned from
aiding the victory of the Chinese Revo-
lution at its core, it was greeted by peas-

ant uprisings against the hated colonial

regime, which collapsed in a matter of
days. The refusal of the bureaucratic
regimes in the USSR and China, each
in the service of "socialism in one ( their]

country" to provide replacements for

exhausted military supplies saved the

U.S. forces from being swept off the

peninsula, giving the American imperial-

Xinhua

Chinese war heroes hailed by North Koreans celebrating 1953 ceasefire.
Entry of Chinese troops in Korean War was critical in stopping U.S.
imperialist onslaught against North.
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Korea Pictorial

James BuAJN/DPI

North Korean iron and steel complex, agricultural laborers.

Historic gain of collectivized economy is undermined by
Stalinist bureaucracy’s autarkic nationalism.

ists the precious time necessary lo mount

a massive military intervention which

prevented the gains of the Korean Revo-

lution from being extended to the South,

During the rest of the war. the U.S. car-

ried out a scorched-earth policy, leading

Air Force general Curtis LcMay (who
organized the Firebombing of Tokyo in

World War II and in the 1960s vowed to

bomb Vietnam “back to the Stone Age")

to crow. “We burned down every town

in North Korea and South Korea too.”

As homes and people were incinerated

including by napalm, survivors were

forced to live in caves which they inhab-

ited for years thereafter. Civilians North

and South were, as in the later war in

Vietnam, treated as enemy troops in peas-

ant disguise, resulting in the massacres of

unarmed civilians, as at No Gun Ri (see

“U.S. War in Korea Was Mass Murder,”

WV No. 721, 15 October 1999). After

the war, U.S. troops served as a bulwark

against any challenge by Korean work-

ers and peasants, bloodily suppressing

one peasant uprising after another In May
1980, the U.S. forces provided full sup-

port lo the South Korean military as it

crushed an uprising in the city of Kwang-
ju by massacring some 2,000 civilians.

Until the mid- 1970s, 'North Korea's

planned economy significantly outper-

formed the South, creating a modern

industrial infrastructure. As well as the

bizarre and autarkic form of “socialism in

one country" practiced by the Pyongyang

bureaucracy, the extreme situation of a

nation bifurcated by a “demilitarized

zone” packed with more weaponry per

square meter than any place on earth

has further distorted the economy in

the North. Beginning in the 1960s, capi-

talist South Korea, fueled by Japanese

investment and U.S. subsidies which mul-

tiplied as a reward for its all-out military

support to American imperialism’s war

in Vietnam, underwent substantial eco-

nomic development. In the process, a

modern and powerful proletariat was

created which is deeply feared by the

chaebol bourgeoisie and its police-state

regime.

There is an unintended contradiction

in imperialisl/South Korean propaganda

depicting North Korea as in a state of

near total economic collapse on the one

hand, and on the other hand carrying out

massive programs for the production of

technologically sophisticated "weapons
of mass destruction" and advanced mis-

sile delivery systems. While the planned

economy continues to function, although

at a much reduced level, the situation in

the North is dire. It became especially

desperate in the aftermath of the collapse

of the Soviet Union, which provided the

vast bulk of material and technological

aid to the North. In 1992, China cut off

shipments of cheap oil to the North as a

concession to obtain diplomatic and eco-

nomic relations with South Korea. Then
beginning in 1 995, the country was hit by

a series of natural disasters producing a

famine of historic proportions, resulting

in the deaths of at least 200,000, even

according to undoubtedly understated

North Korean estimates.

Chaebol Head North

Kim Jong II has already opened up lim-

ited areas for capitalist investment from

the South and overseas. Now the South

Korean bourgeoisie aims to undermine
the North through economic penetration,

a key goal of Kim Dae Jung's "Sunshine

Policy." The current “unification” talks

were spearheaded by Hyundai patriarch

Chung Ju Yung when he arrived in North

Korea with 500 head of cattle in 1998.

Over the past six years. Hyundai has

invested some $1 billion in various pro-

jects in the North, centrally a lavish tour-

NOTICE
Workers Vanguard skips
alternate issues in June,

July and August.

Our next issue will

be dated July 28.

ist complex. Other chaebol like Samsung
have plants there. They hope to pave

the way for capitalist restoration, while

at the same time turning a good profit

by exploiting cheap and literate North

Korean labor. Kim Dae Jung was accom-

panied to Pyongyang by a whole coterie

of highly-placed chaebol executives.

The South Korean bourgeoisie is sal-

ivating over the prospect of cheap labor

and a new captive market in the North,

in particular because of its own despera-

tion in the wake of the Asian financial cri-

sis. Despite bourgeois press accounts of

the “new economic miracle,” the chaebol

have not recovered. Several of Hyundai's

subsidiaries are in the midst of declaring

bankruptcy, and various industries are

being eaten up by foreign capital, most

prominently Daewoo, whose auto divi-

sion is on the auction block with GM and

Ford the leading bidders.

The chaebol aspire to a reunited capi-

talist Korea that can make them a minor

player in the imperialist organization

of world plunder. But the IMF dictates,

and the fact that South Korea has piled up

over $32 billion in interest payments

alone on foreign loans over the past five

years, underscore the dependent character

of the South Korean bourgeoisie. Korea is

a prime example of the theory and pro-

gram of permanent revolution. Some of

the most modern industry in the world

exists alongside pre-capitalist backward-

ness. In such nations, where capitalism

has arisen after the world has become
dominated and divided up by the already

developed capitalist powers, the historic

tasks of the bourgeois revolution—dem-
ocracy, national unity and independence

from the yoke of imperialism—cannot be

carried out by the weak national bour-

geoisie, which is dominated economi-
cally by foreign capital and fears above

all the mobilization of the proletariat.

These tasks can only be accomplished by

overthrowing the bourgeoisie and placing

the proletariat in power.

The division of the country along

the lines of civil war lends an especially

vicious character to the entrenched South

Korean police state, under a thin veneer

of parliamentarism, which is codified

in the National Security Law. Thousands

have been—and still are—jailed for any

support of, or unauthorized contact with,

the North. This law is put into brutal

action against striking workers and polit-

ical opponents of all stripes. A recent

example is the arrest of four members
of the Cliffite International Socialists of

South Korea (ISSK) reported by their

cothinkers in the Australian International

Socialist Organization (Socialist Worker

(Australia], 12 May). We demand all

charges be dropped at once!

This is not the first time this group

has been persecuted by the Soufh Korean

police state, despite the fact that it goes

out of its way to make clear that it shares

the chaebol bourgeoisie’s hatred for the

North Korean deformed workers state.

When ISSK leader Choi II Bung was

arrested in 1993 for publishing socialist

books, he replied by pointing out that

many of the books opposed the North

as well as the South (see “Free Choi II

Bung and All South Korean Class War
Prisoners!" IWNo. 574, 23 April 1993).

And when the secret police rounded up

26 ISSK members in 1998, they again

defended themselves by professing their

loyal refusal to defend North Korea from

attack by the South Korean ruling class

and against internal counterrevolution.

Much of the radical student move-

ment in South Korea looks to the North

Korean regime, but from the viewpoint

that it appears as the most consistent

purveyor of Korean nationalism. While

this nationalist sentiment is directed

in the first instance against American

and Japanese imperialism—as well as

against the former collaborators of the

Japanese colonialists in the South Korean

bourgeoisie—this nationalist ideology

ultimately buttresses the aspirations

of the South Korean ruling class for a

united capitalist Korea. While echoing

the bourgeoisie’s anti-Communism, the

"socialist" ISSK shares the outlook of

nationalism, at the same time appealing

to the combative working class on the

basis of trade-union militancy.

Such nationalist sentiment is also used

to tie the South Korean proletariat to the

ox-cart of the national bourgeoisie. The
combativity of the working class has been

demonstrated repeatedly, not least in the

enormous struggles of the 1970s and ’80s

which broke the stranglehold of the CIA-
sponsored, corporatist Korean Federation

of Trade Unions (KFTU) on the workers

movement and gave rise to independent

unions, now joined in the Korean Confed-

eration of Trade Unions (KCTU). The
IMF-dictated austerity measures enforced

by the Kim Dae Jung government,

installed with the support of the KCTU
leadership. Have provoked a renewed

upsurge of labor struggle, seen in a one-

week strike in April by Daewoo and

Hyundai auto workers and other recent

labor actions. Days lost to strike activity

have increased by 15 percent since 1999

and a week-long general strike was called

by the KCTU at the beginning of June

with the more conservative KFTU threat-

ening a general strike in July.

But the pro-capitalist KCTU leadership

has sought to channel the militancy of

the workers in the service of their rapa-

cious chaebol bosses, who now promote

nationalist opposition to imperialist dom-
ination while owing their very existence

to the imperialists, without whose sup-

port the South Korean bourgeoisie would
have long been extinct. The most promi-

nent demand of the current annual “col-

lective bargaining period” by the KCTU
has been to prevent the sale of Daewoo
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Los Angeles, 1998: one of nationwide SL/SYC protests against U.S. impe-
rialist presence in Korea. Spartacist Group Japan protests attacks on Korean
minorities. Signs read: “For Revolutionary Reunification of Korea!” and (in

Korean) “Korean Workers Need a Bolshevik Party!”

Korea...
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Motors to “foreign interests.” And at a

recent meeting in Japan, a KCTU spokes-

man opposed Japanese investment in

South Korea on the basis that it undercut

the chaebol, and went on to call for an

Asian version of the NAFTA “free trade”

agreement, with China producing cheap

products for South Korea and South

Korea producing cheap products for

Japan. The South Korean proletariat can

go forward only on the basis of complete

and unconditional independence from the

bourgeoisie.

Looking south, the North Korean pro-

letariat can see the grinding exploitation

of the South Korean proletariat. A report

in the New York Timex (24 April) detailed

how many "defectors" who reached the

South only to be subjected to such exploi-

tation are unable to keep jobs because

they are "unaccustomed to competition in

the workplace.” And memories of imperi-

alist terror—the brutal Japanese coloniza-

tion and the complete and total destruc-

tion of an industrialized North Korea dur-

ing the Korean War—must still be very

much alive within the North Korean pro-

letariat today. Aside from the fact that the

chaebol do not possess anywhere near the

weight or wealth of the German bour-

geoisie. this precludes a repeat of the

“German model" of counterrevolutionary

Anschluss, as Bruce Cumings points out

in his book Korea's Place in the Sun.

The future of the Korean workers

North and South is tied up with that of

the working class in the imperialist cen-

ters. the U.S. and particularly Japan.

Socialist revolution in Japan will put the

enormous productive resources of this

country at the disposal of the working

class throughout East Asia, laying the

basis for a socialist Asia. For our part, the

SL/U.S. fights to build the revolutionary

workers party which will lead the multi-

racial proletariat in sweeping away the

U.S. imperialist rulers, the most danger-

ous force on the face of the planet.

Leon Trotsky’s Fourth International was

founded in 1938 on the bases of defense

of the gains of the October Revolution,

the struggle against all variants of refor-

mism and for proletarian international-

ism. and for the permanent revolution

based on intransigent opposition to bour-

geois nationalism. The purpose of the

ICL is to reforge the Fourth International,

world party of socialist revolution.

Cliff, Korea and Counterrevolution
The Korean War, which broke out on

25 June 1950, marked the first shooting

war in the anti-Soviet Cold War. It also

marked the origin of the anti-Communist

tendency led by the late Tony Cliff, rep-

resented in Britain today by the Socialist

Workers Party (SWP) and in the U.S. by
the International Socialist Organization

(ISO), which are currently pitied against

each other in their own cold war.

In 1948, capitulating to the pressures

of the Cold War, Cliff latched on to the

“theory” of “state capitalism" promoted

by earlier social democrats who had

opposed the Russian October Revolution

of 1917. Two years later, he acted on the

real purpose of this- bogus anti-Marxist

theory by refusing to defend the Soviet

Union, China and North Korea against

the counterrevolutionary war led by
Washington, whose main imperialist ally

was the British Labour government.
When the question of Korea came up for

a vote in the Birmingham Trades Coun-
cil, one of Cliff’s supporters in “The
Club" (the Trotskyist grouping inside the

Labour Party) publicly repudiated the

Trotskyist position of Soviet defensism.

The Cliff group acknowledged at the time

that its supporter was expelled from the

Trotskyist movement for "opposing both

the Russian puppet Government of North

Korea and the American puppet Govern-
ment of South Korea" (see “Korea and
the Cliff Group," Spartacist Britain No.

24, August/September 1980) Likewise,

today the International Socialists of South
Korea echoes the chaebol bourgeoisie’s

hostility to the North Korean deformed
workers state.

The Cliffites proclaimed themselves

a “third camp" under the slogan, “Neither

Washington nor Moscow." Over the

years, they generalized their capitulation

to Labourite “democratic” imperialism.

In 1969, they supported a Labour
government’s introduction of British

troops into Northern Ireland, arguing:

"The breathing space provided by the

presence of British troops is short but

vital" (Socialist Worker, 1 1 September
1969). Three years later came the

“Bloody Sunday" massacre of 14 Catho-
lics by these troops. As Cold War II

erupted in imperialist fury over the Soviet

military intervention in Afghanistan in

late 1979 against CIA-backed mujahedin
cutthroats, the Cliffites criticized the anti-

Communist Thatcher government from
the right. Cliffite journalist Paul Foot
used his column in the bourgeois Daily
Mirror to push for a ban on British

exports to the USSR. From Vatican/CIA-
sponsored Polish Solidarnotfd in the

1980s to counterrevolutionary Boris Yel-

tsin in Moscow in 1991, the "third camp”
Cliffites stood in the camp of imperial-

ism, supporting every movement aimed at

overturning the October Revolution.

Having abetted the forces of imperialist-

backed counterrevolution, the ISO now
declares, “The revolutions [!| in Eastern

Europe were a step sideways—from one

form of capitalism to another” (Socialist

Worker [U.S.], 23 April 1999; emphasis

added). This “step sideways" has resulted

in all-sided devastation, mass unemploy-

ment and impoverishment, plummeting
life expectancies. It is no surprise, as a 28

May Internet posting by the “Sverdlov"

opposition in the ISO reports, that;

“There is not a single comrade inside the

ISO— for example—that can defend the

state-cap theories since the fall of Stalin-

ism in the Soviet Union and Eastern

Europe."

The claim that the Stalinist bureauc-

racy which had usurped political power
from the Soviet working class in 1924

had imperceptibly transformed itself into

a new "state capitalist” ruling class

—

based on the same property relations

which issued out of the October Revolu-

tion—is a flat repudiation of the ABCs of

Marxism. Trotsky stressed that the Stalin-

ist bureaucracy was not a possessing class

but a parasitic caste resting upon the

socialized property forms. In “The Class

Nature of the Soviet State" (1933), he

pointed out that the bureaucracy “has no
independent position in the process of

production and distribution. It has no
independent property roots. Its functions

relate basically to the political technique

of class rule." The Trotskyist program of

proletarian political revolution to sweep
away the Stalinist bureaucracy is predi-

cated on defense of the planned collectiv-

ized economy and the state monopoly of

foreign trade, which form the economic
basis of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

As we note in “The Bankruptcy of

‘New Class’ Theories—Tony Cliff and
Max Shachtman: Pro-Imperialist Accom-
plices of Counterrevolution” (Sparta-

cist (English-language edition] No. 55,

Autumn 1999): "The absurdity of ‘state

capitalist’ and 'bureaucratic collectivist’

theories is manifest in light of the sim-
ple surrender of the Soviet degenerated

workers state and the East European
deformed workers states by the disinte-

grating Stalinist bureaucracy. No proper-

tied ruling class in history has ever vol-

untarily given up its power." Lacking the

solidity of a possessing class, the Stalin-

ist bureaucracy simply collapsed before

the capitalist-restorationist forces. It is

indicative that the bureaucracy, unlike a

ruling class, could not elaborate a new
ideology to justify its privileges, lyingly

cloaking itself in the mantle of Lenin and
the October Revolution.

The contortions the Cliffites go

through to justify their “third camp” line

are evident in their treatment of Cuba,
which remains relatively popular among
the left liberals the ISO caters to. An
article in the ISO’s International Social-

ist Review (Spring 2000) titled “Cuba;

The Crisis of State Capitalism” acknowl-

edges a few of the results of the Cuban
Revolution:

"Mass mobilizations of students and
intellectuals achieved a literacy rate of 90
percent in a few years. Over the next two
decades, the standard of living of Cubans
rose to levels that surpassed those of most
of the other countries in Latin America."

The article makes no serious attempt to

explain how such gains were achieved,

ludicrously comparing Cuba to advanced

industrial countries: “But these reforms

were no different in character, and signif-

icantly less extensive due to the severe

economic underdevelopment, from those

instituted by reformist social democratic

governments in Sweden. Britain and
other countries of Western Europe in the

1950s and 1960s.” Among other things,

this is a wholesale retailing of the Labour-

ite myth of the British “welfare state,”

which at its best meant chronic unem-
ployment, woefully underfinanced health

care, rampant racism and rotten housing

and education for working people.

Why did Cuba surpass other Latin

American countries after the revolution?

Why did Castro’s “state capitalists” carry

out a “redistribution of land owned by

foreign capital to poor peasants," as the

article acknowledges? Because capitalist

class rule was smashed. In the excep-
tional circumstances following the over-

throw of the despised Batista dictatorship

in January 1959—the absence of the

working class as a contender for social

power in its own right, the flight of the

national bourgeoisie, hostile imperialist

encirclement and a lifeline thrown by the

Soviet Union—Castro’s petty-bourgeois

government carried out the expropriation

of foreign and domestic capital in I960,

creating a workers state, albeit one

bureaucratically deformed from its incep-

tion (see “Cuba and Marxist Theory,"

Marxist Bulletin No. 8).

The ISO article asserts that the Cuban
working class needs to fight both against

“its ruling class organized in the CCP
[Cuban Communist Party]” and “against

U.S. imperialism.” In practice, this means
support to imperialist-inspired counter-

revolution. The Canadian Socialist Worker

(September 1994) hailed a counterrevolu-

tionary riot in Havana, which was resisted

by thousands of Cuban working people,

as rekindling “the promise of real social-

ism, socialism from below.”

The International Communist League
fights for unconditional military defense

of Cuba—as well as China. Vietnam and
North Korea—against imperialism and
internal counterrevolution, just as we
fought to the bitter end. from Berlin

to Moscow, in defense of the gains of

October. We fight for proletarian politi-

cal revolutions to overthrow the Stalinist

bureaucracies which appease imperialism

and for new October Revolutions to

smash capitalism around the world. In

this, we arc guided by Trotsky's injunc-

tion in In Defense of Marxism (1940): “It

is the duty of revolutionists to defend
every conquest of the working class even
though it may be distorted by the pressure

of hostile forces. Those who cannot
defend old positions will never conquer
new ones.’’*
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AUD...
(continuedfrom page 5)

1970 by coal miners, postal workers and

Teamsters—and over the next few years

in the Detroit auto plants. Those wildcats

showed how discredited the hidebound,

racist Cold War bureaucracy under AFL-
CIO president George Meany was in the

eyes of the ranks. Seeking to put a lid on

this growing labor militancy, sections of

the bourgeoisie looked to install various

tame "oppositionists” within the unions,

so long as their loyalty to the capitalists

was unquestioned.

The AUD’s first major campaign was

in the United Mine Workers (UMWA)
following the murder of Miners For

Democracy (MFD) leader Joseph Yab-

lonski and his family by hired thugs of

the UMWA bureaucracy under the notori-

ously corrupt Tony Boyle. The MFD
opposition to the Boyle machine was

a captive creature of the liberal section

of the bourgeoisie from the start. Yab-

lonski’s “reform" campaign was spear-

headed by Democratic Party figures like

Rauh and West Virginia Congressman

Ken Hechler and was centered on a bar-

rage of court suits against the union and

appeals to the Labor Department. Fol-

lowing Yablonski's murder, the AUD got

the government to step in and order new

elections, sponsoring the candidacy of

Arnold Miller, a Democratic Party politi-

cian who had twice run for the West Vir-

ginia slate legislature.

Following Miller’s election in Decem-
ber 1972, we ran the headline: "Labor

Department Wins Mine Workers’ Elec-

tion” (IVV No. 17, March 1973). In con-

trast, most of the left fell in behind the

bourgeois liberals in hailing Miller’s

MFD The I.S. admitted that "MFD did

initiate massive government intervention

in the union” and "continually drew on

support from the Democratic Party,” but

nonetheless enthused that his election

would “go down in history” as a “turning

point in the life of the entire American
working class" ( Workers Power, 19 Janu-

ary 1973). Some "turning point"! Hav-

ing ridden into power by inviting the

government into the union. Miller sup-

ported countless court injunctions against

miners’ wildcats. He aided Democrat
Jimmy Carter’s White House in trying to

suppress the bitter 1977-78 national coal

strike, while the ranks defied strikebreak-

ing injunctions and repeatedly burned

Miller's sellout contract proposals.

The AUD braintrusted a slew of other

union “reformers” in the 1970s—from

James Morrissey in the National Mari-

time Union to Ed Sadlowski in the United

Steelworkers—who were likewise hailed

by the reformist left. The AUD provided

lawyers for Sadlowski as he ran to the

courts to get government control of the

union elections, government inspection

of his opponents’ finances and govern-

ment censorship of the union newspaper.

The November 1979 and October 1992

issues of the AUD's Union Democracy
Review described how it had arranged

for the Rockefeller Family Fund and sev-

eral other capitalist foundations to help

finance Sadlowski’s siring of court suits

and, after the Labor Department ordered

new elections in 1977, pay for observers

to supervise the vote. The I.S. gave

explicit approval to government interven-

tion in the unions, writing in Workers

Power ( 1 6 February 1 973):

“The apparatus of many unions, includ-

ing the IBT and the UMW (under

Boyle's regime), have been transformed

into monstrous bureaucratic structures

which use both gangster methods and
alliances with the state to suppress virtu-

ally any possibility of rank and file

reform through the processes of the

union itself. . Under these conditions,

rank and file groups and oppositionists

may have no choice but to use (he courts

as one arena in the struggle against the

bureaucracy" (emphasis in original ].

Capitalist Vendetta
Against Teamsters

Indeed, supporters of the I.S./ISO

soon went on to use the courts against

the IBT. providing crucial aid to the

government’s decades-long vendetta to

cripple that powerful union. The Team-

sters’ power had been built through three

militant strikes in Minneapolis in 1934

led by the Trotskyists, who also organ-

ized the over-the-road campaign which

brought interstate truckers into the union

The government, with the assistance of

union president Daniel Tobin and his

hatchet man Jimmy Hoffa, launched a

witchhunt against the Trotskyist mili-

tants. culminating in the imprisonment of

18 leaders of the SWP and the Minneap-

olis Teamsters, under the terms of the

1940 Smith Act, for their revolutionary

proletarian opposition to U.S. imperial-

ism as it prepared to enter World War II.

The government vendetta was resumed

in the 1950s, spearheaded by Robert

Kennedy and other liberal Democrats, as

the Feds went after Hoffa with the aim of

shackling this union which had won a

national Master Freight Agreement and

had the power to shut down the country.

When the Feds launched a RICO law-

suit against the Teamsters in 1987, the

union leadership settled with the Justice

Department by agreeing to a consent

decree that granted a federal administra-

tor veto power over every union appoint-

ment and every dollar spent by the union.

TDU-supported candidate Ron Carey

won the 1991 election for union presi-

dent—and re-election in 1996—under the

aegis of the federal government. In 1994,

Carey knifed a three-week freight strike.

But the 1997 Teamsters strike against

UPS ended in victory because it had such

solid support among all UPS workers

—

and working people around the country.

As vindictive payback against the union

as a whole for waging this strike, the gov-

ernment lashed out at its own accomplice:

The courts voided Carey’s re-election and

the Feds threw him out of the union for

"corruption.”

The Feds’ RICO suit and direct inter-

vention in the Teamsters union was a

model for a wave of government take-

overs of unions over the following

decade. Carey’s 1991 election was hailed

by much of the self-proclaimed "social-

ist" left, particularly Socialist Action and

the ISO The ISO saluted the election

results as “a tremendous victory" and “a

source of pride and confidence," while

covering its tracks in the very next para-

graph by denouncing Carey’s Justice

Department pals as "a threat to union

democracy" (Socialist Worker

,

Novem-
ber 1992; emphasis in original).

The ISO went so far as to claim that

“the leaders of the reform group Team-
sters for a Democratic Union (TDU), did

not seek federal intervention" (Socialist

Worker, July 1991). This was a bald-

faced lie. Federal intervention has been

the TDU’s central strategy from the

beginning. Dan La Botz, a founder of the

TDU, boasted in his 1990 book Rank
and File Rebellion: "Over the years,

TDU has repeatedly gone to the National

Labor Relations Board, to the courts

and to the Department of Labor (and to

many government agencies) to seek jus-

tice for union members" In December

1986, the TDU beat Reagan's Justice

Department to the punch by filing its

own RICO and Landrum-Griffin charges

against the union (Convoy Dispatch,

January 1987). TDU spokesmen even

served as witnesses for the prosecution

in the 1989 "probe” of the Teamsters by

the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on

Investigations.

When the consent decree settling the

government’s RICO suit was announced

in March 1989, TDU national organizer

Ken Paff bragged to the TDU leadership

that “the court order was largely shaped

by our views." At the time, the ISO
hypocritically intoned, "A precedent has

now been set which allows the govern-

ment to intervene at will in the internal

functioning of individual labor unions"

(Socialist Worker, April 1989). But on

the eve of the government-supervised

election in 1991, Socialist Worker (Janu-

ary 1991) sang a more honest tune: "In

concert with the government—forced to

curb the openly corrupt aspects of the

union—the reform movement under

TDU's leadership has gone a long way
toward leveling the playing field for

those seeking union offices.”

AUD/TDU Finks for the Bosses

The AUD has been heavily involved in

the TDU. AUD spokesman Susan Jen-

nick was the TDU’s Northeast organizer,

and the AUD ran a program called the

Teamster Fair Election Project that pro-

vided legal advice to the TDU on how to

sue the union. In 1990, the AUD submit-

ted an amicus brief to the judge adminis-

tering the consent decree. As labor

reporter Kenneth Crowe put it in Colli-

sion: How the Rank and File Took Back

the Teamsters (1993). the judge decided

"to do what Jennick and Benson had

asked—to run every facet of the election

instead of leaving it to chance and the

Teamsters."

The AUD also provided the TDU with

access to its bourgeois financial back-

ers—and the TDU nuzzled up to the

trough. In an article in the Detroit News
(19 March 1989), Michigan labor lawyer

Bruce Miller charged that the TDU and

its Teamster Rank and File Education

and Legal Defense Foundation "received

almost 25 percent of its budget from out-

side sources" in fiscal year 1988. Miller

detailed:

"TDU and its related organizations have

received hundreds of thousands of dol-

lars from foundations. The foundations

and amounts contributed over the years

include the MacArlhur Foundation

($30,000), Field Foundation ($100,000)

and Kaplan Fund ($15,000)."

Confronted with the accusation of

being secretly bankrolled by the bosses'

foundations, the TDU’s Convoy Dispatch

chose to take the fifth. The following

month. Convoy Dispatch (April 1989)

stated that “the biggest part of our bud-

get” comes from TDU members’ dues

payments, adding enigmatically: "We
also receive some support from friends in

the labor movement who share our vision

of a democratic Teamsters union, and

from labor’s allies in religious and com-

munity organizations."

Benson was far more blunt: "Our law-

yer waxes indignant because TDU has

succeeded in getting help from a few

foundations. He says it has gotten 25%
of its budget from such ‘outside’ sources.

Now, what’s wrong with that?” ( Union

Democracy Review, August 1989). Ben-

son continued:

"When critics on the left denounce the

AFL-CIO Department of International

Affairs and charge that its independ-

ence is compromised because most of

its budget comes from sources outside

the labor movement like the National

Endowment for Democracy and agen-

cies of the U.S. Government. Tom Kahn,
the Department's head, replies that the

money comes out of U.S lax funds, that

the labor movement is entitled to its

share like any other sector of society

and is justified in using that money to

advance its own program. I see nothing

wrong with that principle, and it has rele-

vance here."

The National Endowment for Democ-
racy is a well-known conduit for the CIA.

This would hardly bother Benson, since

latter-day Shachtmanites like Michael

Harrington had themselves been depen-

dent on funds from the CIA for organ-

izing anti-Communist youth festivals (see

"DSA, CIA and Meese,” WF No. 406. 20

June 1986). The International Affairs

Department of the AFL-CIO has a long

and bloody track record, from the split-

ting of Communist-led unions in postwar

Europe to the infiltration of trade unions

in Latin America in league with military

dictatorships. And Kahn was himself a

protege of Shachtman.

In 1975. the CIA used the West Euro-

pean social-democratic parties as a con-

duit for vast funds to be used against

the Communist Party in Portugal as

that country was in the midst of a pre-

revolutionary situation. A few years later,

the AFL-CIO tops channeled millions of

dollars of CIA money to Polish Solidar-

no&5, a reactionary movement disguised

as a "trade union” that was in the fore-

front of the drive for capitalist restoration

in East Europe. In 1989-92, as the fate of

the Soviet Union hung in the balance, the

AFL-CIO tops tunneled in money and
"advisers” to win combative Soviet min-

ers to support U.S. -backed counterrevolu-

tionary Boris Yeltsin (see "NED Dollars

continued on page 14
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PDC banner at labor/black mobilization that rode KKK out of New York City,

23 October 1999.

State

Murder...
(continuedfrom page 16)

Herrera case declared il nol unconstitu-

tional to execute someone who is inno-

cent. turned down Sankofa's last-minute

appeal, sealing his doom.
That Sankofa's execution provoked the

furor it did is a reflection of growing

opposition to the death penalty. A meas-

ure of the depravity of this racist injus-

tice system is that in the days before the

execution Sankofa’s fate was captive to

the calculus of American electoral poli-

tics. as the Bush camp weighed the polit-

ical cost or benefit of stopping the exe-

cution. This cynicism was captured by

a New York Times (21 June) article.

"2 Men. Fates Linked." which featured a

roster of political analysts cautioning

that what mattered for Bush’s political

fortunes was not whether Sankofa was
executed, but only that Bush appear

“sober" and "demonstrate some reflec-

tion” in sending Sankofa to his death.

With the corpse barely cold, the Times

reported that Bush’s “demeanor sug-

gested a sensitivity" and projected "an

impression of approaching such respon-

sibilities with the utmost thoughtfulness

and seriousness."

Legal Lynching:
Legacy of Slavery

Capital punishment is a barbaric legacy

of medieval torture, a system of legal

murder that reinforces the brutalization of

society in all respects. We oppose the

death penalty in principle—for the guilty

as well as the innocent. We do not accord

the capitalist state the right to decide

who shall live and who shall die. The
death penalty stands at the apex of the

machinery of repression wielded by the

capitalist rubers against workers and
minorities. In recent years, that repressive

apparatus has been heavily bolstered by
both capitalist parties. Democrats and
Republicans alike, in order to contain

the explosive contradictions between the

handful of filthy rich and the many at

the bottom. And in racist America the pri-

mary victims of this brutality are black

people.

In his last statement, Sankofa called

for continuing the struggle against legal

lynching, noting. “This is part of the

genocide that we as black people have
endured in America." Capital punishment
in the U S. is rooted in the system of slav-

ery, when black slaves were considered
chattel, the private property of the slave-

owner. The Slave Codes prescribed tor-

ture or death for hitting a white man in

self-defense or for any other act deemed
“insolent” or a challenge to the slave-

holders.

While the slave system was smashed
by the Civil War, the struggle for black

equality was betrayed by the victorious

Northern capitalists. In the Jim Crow
system of rigid segregation which issued

out of the defeat of Reconstruction in the

South, official state murder was supple-

mented by the extralegal terror of the

KKK. Nearly half of the more than 3,600

men and women on death row today are

black. The color bar remains a funda-

mental prop of American capitalist rule,

key to obscuring the irreconcilable class

conflict between capital and labor. To put

an end to black oppression and racist

slate terror requires sweeping away the

capitalist state and the capitalist system

of exploitation through socialist revolu-

tion. The SL fights to forge the multira-

cial revolutionary workers party neces-

sary to lead the working class to power.

Finish the Civil War! For black liberation

through socialist revolution!

The Rich Have the Capital,
the Poor Get the Punishment

Capitalist justice is rich man's justice.

Look at the face of death row—no
DuPonts, Rockefellers or Trumps there. If

Sankofa had had the funds to pay for an

attorney, he might well be alive today.

Instead he was saddled with a court-

appointed lawyer, Ronald Mock, who has

been disciplined for judicial misconduct
four times and unashamedly admits that

17 of his clients ended up on death row,

five of them executed. Mock did nothing

to challenge the prosecution’s case, nei-

ther interviewing possible defense wit-

nesses nor even challenging the bogus

"identification” which led to Sankofa’s

death sentence.

Two eyewitnesses to the 1981 murder
of Bobby Lambert outside a Houston

grocery store failed to identify Sankofa
in a lineup, while two others submitted
affidavits stating that he was nol the gun-

man. Four other individuals later signed

affidavits saying that Sankofa was with

them at the time of the shooting. All of

them passed lie detector tests. But not one
witness was called to the stand by Mock.
None of Sankofa’s fingerprints, blood,

DNA or hair were found on Lambert or at

the scene. Ballistics tests revealed that the

pistol Sankofa had in his possession when
arrested was not the murder weapon. But
none of this evidence was ever heard in

any court.

Both state and federal courts alike

refused to even grant Sankofa a hearing

despite 20 appeals—Texas' "30 day rule"

bars introduction of evidence obtained

more than a month after conviction, and
Clinton's 1996 act barred further federal

court review. So Sankofa was sent to his

death on a flimsy "identification” by a

single “witness" who observed the gun-

man through a car windshield at night

for “a split second" from a distance of 40
feet. The unreliability of such evidence
was painfully revealed in a New York

Times (18 June) op-ed piece by Jennifer

Thompson, a rape victim who had identi-

fied the wrong man as her rapist despite

having “studied every single detail on the

rapist's face.” She insisted in two trials

that she could not be mistaken. After

AUD...
(continuedfrom page 13)

and CIA ‘Free Trade Unions’," WV No.
546, 6 March 1992) More recently, the

AFL-CIO sponsored the “Labor Commit-
tee for a Free Cuba,” a collection of
Cuban gusano counterrevolutionaries and
CIA Cold Warriors who dream of smash-
ing the Cuban Revolution and retaking

the island for their imperialist masters.

Fight for Revolutionary
Leadership!

In an address to a March 1990 AUD-
sponsored conference. AUD lawyer
Clyde Summers argued: “These are the

only alternatives—leave the union and its

members in the grip of those who sub-
vert and destroy the democratic process,

or impose a trusteeship that will restore

the union to its members and the demo-
cratic process” ( University of Michigan
Journal of Law Reform

, Spring/Summer
1991). Summers here expressed the view
ol the gamut of fake leftists who believe

the capitalist government can be an
instrument for “reform" and democracy
within the unions. But those are not the

only alternatives from where we stand.

Our position was summed up by the

14

SWP which, before it abandoned the

Trotskyist heritage and sank into refor-

mism during the 1960s, fought bitterly

against finking to the courts against the

union bureaucrats. Here is what the SWP
wrote of the 1959 Landrum-Griffin Act:

“To ask the capitalist government in

Washington to defend the rights and
interests of union members is like asking
a pack of ravening wolves to preside
over the reform of a hen house.

“The trade unions are the most elemen-
tary form of working class organization
with interests diametrically opposed to

those of the owning class. The task of
defending the rights and safeguarding
the interests of union members is the pri-

mary responsibility of the unions them-
selves—both members and leaders.

"This task cannot be farmed out to the
representatives of the business interests

who rule the roost in Washington. The
attempt to do so is a blatant confession
of bankruptcy and can only lead to the
most dire consequences.”

—Militant (17 August 1959)

The Spartacist League is the continua-
tor of the revolutionary SWP. We fight

to unchain labor’s power in its own
defense and in active defense of the

black and immigrant populations partic-

ularly targeted by social reaction. It is

the abject indifference—or worse—of
the mainstream labor bureaucracy and
pro-capitalist “oppositions" like the TDU

and New Directions to racial oppression
which has impelled some black workers
to seek redress against discrimination by
the employers and racist, job-trusting

union tops through suits against the

unions, often sponsored by liberal groups
like the NAACP. Such anti-union court

suits pursued in the name of racial equal-
ity are no less pernicious and counter-

posed to the interests of the multiracial

working class than those carried out in

the guise of opposing "corruption."

We Trotskyists fight to mobilize the

ranks of labor in the struggle against
racist discrimination. We call for union
hiring halls, with special union-run pro-
grams aimed at reaching out to and train-

ing minorities and linked to the fight

for jobs for all, demanding that the avail-

able work be divided at no loss in

pay among all those capable of work-
ing. Against “workfare” schemes, which
undermine municipal unions by drafting

the ghetto and barrio poor to work as

slave labor in formerly unionized jobs,

we demand equal pay for equal work

—

union wages with full union protection.

We oppose the organizing of prison
guards and cops—the paid agents of
racist, anti-labor repression—into the
unions. We fight to defend and extend
the economic interests, democratic rights

eleven years in prison, the man she had

mistakenly identified as her attacker was

cleared by DNA evidence.

Having left school in the ninth grade,

Sankofa educated himself behind bars

and became a powerful fighter for pris-

oners rights, founder and editor of

Endeavor, newspaper of Huntsville's

death row inmates. The proof of his

innocence and his moving pieces about

prison life from the bowels of America's

execution capital made Sankofa the

most prominent death row prisoner

outside of Mumia Abu-Jamal. As he

vowed he would. Sankofa struggled to

the end. As the poison began flowing

through his veins, he declared. “This

is what happens to black men when
they stand up and protest for what is

right and just. We refuse to compromise,

we refuse to surrender the dignity for

what we know is right.... You can kill a

revolutionary, but you cannot stop the

revolution.”

We recall the words of James P. Can-

non, secretary of the International Labor

Defense, following the electrocution of

anarchist workers Sacco and Vanzetti in

1927:

"In ihis act of assassination the ruling

class of America shows its real face to

the world. The mask of ‘democracy’ is

thrown aside ... It is the vengeful, cruel

and murderous class which the workers
must fight and conquer before the regime
of imprisonment, torture and murder can

be ended. This is the message from the

chair of death. This is the lesson of the

Sacco- Vanzetti case."

Let Sankofa’s execution be a lesson

too. Support for his fight to live came
from all over the world. But the many
telegrams, op-ed pieces and major bour-

geois press editorials didn't stay the

hands of the executioners. Any move
toward Mumia’s execution must be met
with mass labor-centered protests and

strike action by the multiracial working
class.

In seeking to mobilize the unions in

Jamal’s defense, we aim to infuse the

working class with the consciousness of

its historic interests in fighting for all of

labor and the oppressed against the entire

capitalist system. As a strategic compo-
nent of the proletariat, black workers will

play a key role in the socialist revolution

which is needed to root out racial oppres-

sion; and for the proletariat to be won to

revolutionary consciousness, it must
understand that the fight for black free-

dom is central to the struggle for the

emancipation of labor itself.

We will not forget Shaka Sankofa! Free

Mumia Abu-Jamal! Abolish the racist

death penalty! Down with the blood-

soaked capitalist system! For socialist

revolution!*

and social conquests of the working class

by advancing a system of transitional

demands that challenge the very frame-
work of capitalism. As we wrote in

the Spartacist pamphlet "Capitalist Rul-
ers Wage War on Blacks, Immigrants"
(Black History and the Class Struggle
No. 14, January 1997):

"The road to black freedom lies in the
struggle to shatter this racist capitalist
system through proletarian socialist revo-
lution. and the power to do that lies with
the multiracial working class. But this

power cannot and will not be realized
unless a class-struggle labor movement
actively champions the cause of black
liberation and is mobilized in defense of
the rights of immigrants and all the
oppressed. The key to unlocking the
chains forged by the trade-union mis-
leaders, that shackle labor to its exploit-
ers, is the political struggle to build a

revolutionary internationalist leadership
of the working class."

Against the pro-capitalist. pro-Demo-
cratic Party bureaucracy and its “left”

hangers-on. we fight for a workers party,

an independent class party of the prole-

tariat, which is the necessary instrument
to sweep away the dictatorship of capital

and achieve a genuine workers govern-
ment, nothing less than the dictatorship
ot the proletariat. Oust the bureaucrats!
Break with the Democrats! For a work-
ers party! For a workers government!

WORKERS VANGUARD
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Racist Death
Penalty...
(continuedfrom page 16)

Murnia Abu-Jamal—an innocent man.

a former Black Panther and MOVE
suporter framed up for his outspoken

opposition to racism—for the past 13

years, including among liberal politi-

cians, the Spartacist League and Partisan

Defense Committee have stressed that

the central task is to mobilize the social

power of the working class and infuse it

with the consciousness that the tight

against black oppression is key to the

cause of labor’s emancipation.

In the last few years, the International

Socialist Organization (ISO) has also

become active around the death penalty,

chiefly through its liberal Campaign to

End the Death Penalty set up in the wake

of the huge protest campaign which won
Mumia a stay of execution in 1995. The

ISO has reportedly thrown fully two-

thirds of its members into this work, but

to what end? The ISO’s aim is not to

raise the consciousness of the working

class but rather to pressure Democratic

Party politicians to enact reforms.

Polishing its veneer of offering a

"socialist alternative" to the partner par-

ties of capitalism, the ISO wrote in an

article titled “The Democrats and the

Death Penalty” (International Socialist

Review, Spring 1999): “Clearly, on the

issue of the death penalty, the Democratic

Party’s record is no better—and in many
ways is much worse—than the Republi-

can Party’s record. This makes it all the

more surprising that many opponents of

the death penalty look to Democratic pol-

iticians as allies in the struggle to abolish

capital punishment.” But this is precisely

who the ISO looks to as "allies," as was
made clear by one "Armand” in the recent

welter of Internet traffic provoked by the

ISO’s fracture with its British parent

organization, the Socialist Workers Party.

In a 25 May Internet posting, Annand
writes:

"People arc so horrified that innocent

people are being killed that they arc

ready to begin discussing abolition But

the ISO leadership instructed members
NOT to argue for the abolitionist posi-

tion in the interests of standing on ‘com-
mon ground' wiih supporters of ihc death

penalty on the question of the 'morato-

rium.' This look the form of a concrete

slogan raised by the ISO: 'Moratorium
Now, Abolition Next.’...

"It is transforming our meager forces

into the ground troops of Dcmocralic
Party hacks like Jesse Jackson and oth-

ers, collecting signatures for their peti-

tion on moratorium
"

Like the liberal Democrats it tails, the

Campaign focuses almost exclusively on
the execution of innocent people. At a

Chicago "town hall" meeting in May,

Campaign spokesman Alice Kim sounded

just like Republican governor Ryan, say-

ing: "There shouldn't be a death penalty

if there's any chance that innocent peo-

ple can be executed" (Socialist Worker,

26 May). As even the Washington Post

(18 June) noted: “Using claims of inno-

cence as a tactic to oppose capital punish-

ment was considered controversial among
many death penalty opponents because

they feared it might be seen as legiti-

mizing executions in cases of clearly

irrefutable guilt
"

Aping the “fight the right" line pursued

by the Stalinist Communist Party for

decades, the ISO’s Socialist Worker runs

screaming headlines like "The Bush

Brothers’ Killing Machine" (21 January)

and "Bush’s Killing Machine” (26 May),

while consigning the occasional criticism

of the Democrats to small print, as in the

article in the former issue, “Democrats

Back the Execution Frenzy.” In fact.

Socialist Worker has devoted its efforts to

enthusiastically touting Democratic Party

politicians like Wisconsin Senator Russ

Feingold and especially Illinois Con-
gressman Jesse Jackson Jr. In its “Inter-

nal Discussion Bulletin" (20 March), the

ISO boasts:

“Jesse Jackson, Jr. is helping the Cam-
paign to organize a summit of death pen-

alty organizations to plan a national strat-

egy for winning a moratorium, along with

a national press conference. His father,

Jesse Jackson, has written to the Cam-
paign praising its work and offering to

help in any way that he can. Senator Russ
Feingold of Wisconsin contacted the

Campaign in his effort to prepare legisla-

tion for a ban on the death penalty for

federal crimes."

The ISO leadership has turned its

members into virtual lobbyists for Jack-

son Jr., even scripting his publicity. Inter-

national Socialist Review (Spring 2000)

boasts that the Campaign "has drafted an

‘Open Letter to President Clinton and

Members of Congress,’ which calls on

politicians to support Rep. Jackson’s

moratorium bill " In February, a Cam-
paign leaflet distributed at a Harlem

debate between Democratic primary con-

tenders Al Gore and Bill Bradley—both

backers of capital punishment—called for

a "rally aimed at pressuring Gore and

Bradley to heed the growing national tide

for a moratorium on executions.” Earlier

that month, Alice Kim grotesquely

pleaded in an Internet posting announc-

ing a February 14 Chicago press confer-

ence: “Have a heart this Valentine’s

Day, President Clinton. Stop all federal

executions!"

In seeking to intersect growing popular

opposition to the racist death penalty and

the state’s frame-up machine, the Trot-

skyist SL follows the teaching laid out in

1902 by Bolshevik leader V I. Lenin in

What Is To Be Done?, in which he wrote

that the ideal of the revolutionary Marx-

ist “should not be the trade-union secre-

tary. but the tribune of the people, who is

able to react to every manifestation of tyr-

anny and oppression, no matter where it

appears, no matter what stratum or class

of the people it affects; who is able to

generalise all these manifestations and

produce a single picture of police vio-

lence and capitalist exploitation, who is

able to take advantage of every event,

however small, in order to set forth before

all his socialist convictions and his dem-

ocratic demands, in order to clarify for all

and everyone the world-historic signifi-

cance of the struggle for the emancipation

of the proletariat."

Lenin was polemicizing against a ref-

ormist trend in the Russian workers

movement called Economism. Like the

Economists, the ISO limits the struggle

for “socialism" to economist trade-union

militancy and support for liberal political

reforms. Even in the relatively left-

sounding article on “Democrats and the

Death Penalty" in its theoretical journal,

nowhere does the ISO characterize the

Democratic Party as a capitalist party,

nor explain the class nature of the capi-

talist state, much less the need to sweep it

away through workers revolution. In its

regular “Where We Stand” column,

Socialist Worker proclaims, “Revolution

not reform." In practice, the ISO embod-
ies the reformist notion that the state can

be pressured to serve the interests of

working people and the oppressed, that

socialism can be achieved in the sweet

by-and-by through a gradual accretion of

reforms. Far from advancing the struggle

for socialism, the ISO serves only to

reinforce the grip of bourgeois con-

sciousness—and. in particular, of the

Democratic Party as a “lesser evil”—on

those it influences.

"By Bolshevism—and we are stressing

here its essential aspect—we understand

such training, tempering, and organi-

zation of the proletarian vanguard as

enables the latter to seize power, arms in

hand," wrote Leon Trotsky in his 1924

work The Lessons of October. He contin-

ued, “By social democracy we are to

understand the acceptance of reformist

oppositional activity within the frame-

work of bourgeois society and an adapta-

tion to its legality—i.e., the actual train-

ing of the masses to become imbued with

the inviolability of the bourgeois state
"

The latter aptly describes the road of the

ISO. Those who want to take the rev-

olutionary road of Bolshevism should

investigate the politics of the Spartacist

League*

Protest ISO Gangsterism Against the LRP!
The statement below was issued by

the Spartacist League/U.S. on June 24.

A report by the League for the Rev-

olutionary Party (LRP) details an attack

on its supporters by the International

Socialist Organization (ISO) on June 10

as the LRP was distributing literature

outside the ISO’s “Socialist Summer
School” in Chicago. This attack is an

outrage and should be protested by all

individuals and organizations in the

workers movement. The ISO, in com-
mon with its cothinkers in Canada and
Britain, has a long and contemptible

history of bureaucratic exclusions and

violent gangsterism against commu-
nists and socialists. Fearing open polit-

ical debate that would expose them as

the anti-communist reformists they are.

the ISO seeks to control and seal oft its

membership by drawing blood lines

against leftist critics.

Supporters of the Spartacist League,

who are routinely excluded from partic-

ipation at ISO public events, have been

especially targeted for thug attacks by

the ISO because we have relentlessly

exposed its craven capitulation to

American imperialism’s drive to over-

turn proletarian property forms in the

deformed/degenerated workers states,

which the ISO avidly supplemented

with gleeful cheers when capitalism

was restored in the USSR and East

Europe. With the societal devastation

that accompanied capitalist counterrev-

olution in those societies now apparent

to all and with the threat of similar

overturns in China (where there is mas-
sive working-class resistance to the

effects of "market reforms"), Cuba and
Vietnam, the ISO faces discontent

within its ranks to further capitulations

and to the rationalization for its grovel-

ing before the imperialists, the "theory”

of state capitalism.

Now undergoing a split with its par-

ent organization, the British Socialist

Workers Party, the ISO is especially

rancorous to any and all criticism and
political debate, even from groups like

the LRP which share the ISO’s state

capitalist outlook and enthusiasm for

capitalist restoration. We defend the

right of all individuals and parties

within the workers movement to partic-

ipate in, intervene and sell at public

events irrespective of their political

point of view as an elementary tenet of

workers democracy.

The ISO's revulsion toward Stalin-

ism is partial, only coinciding with the

antipathy of imperialism to proletarian

revolution. It fully embraces the gang-

sterism which Stalin, more than any-

one, introduced into the workers move-

ment The ISO’s thuggery only invites

police attack, perhaps understandably,

given their propensity to view the cops

as part of the workers movement. Such
gangsterism is meant to quash the open

debate among tendencies required to

regroup the forces necessary to build

an international proletarian party

capable of leading a world socialist

revolution which will rid the planet of

capitalist exploitation once and for all.

WV Photo

ISO spokesman shared platform with cops at Democrats’ rally for “tolerance"
for Klan in NYC last October.
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Shaka Sankofa (Gary Graham) Executed

Racist State

Murder in Texas
Shaka Sankofa (Gary Graham) is dead,

murdered by the assassins of the capital-

ist state. In an act of premeditated racist

barbarity, at 8:20 pm on June 22, 36-year-

old Sankofa was beaten and dragged by a

five-man “cell extraction team" from his

Huntsville, Texas penitentiary cell into

the death chamber, strapped down, hand-
cuffed to the gurney and injected with

lethal chemicals. Twenty-nine minutes
later he died, with one eye still open.

Angry, defiant and declaring his inno-

cence to the end, Sankofa announced in

the last minutes of his life, ‘This is noth-

ing more than pure and simple mur-
der... nothing more than state-sanctioned

murder, state-sanctioned lynching, right

here in America.”

For 19 years, Sankofa fought to prove

his innocence of the murder for which he
was executed. But minutes after the exe-

cution. Texas governor George W. Bush

told reporters that Sankofa got what he

deserved because he had carried out

some crimes as a teenager in Houston’s
ghetto 19 years ago. In the eyes of this

country’s racist rulers, if you’re black

and poor, you’re guilty.

The millions who watched the non-

stop news coverage in disgust as this exe-

cution went forward may ask themselves,

“How can these monsters kill him?" For
America’s imperialist rulers, whose
hands are stained with the blood of over
a million Iraqis killed by U.S. bombs or
the starvation blockade, of thousands of
Serbs and countless others across the

globe, the life of a poor black man means
nothing. In this decaying capitalist

system which offers no future to mil-

lions of inner-city youth, the death pen-
ally, the mass incarceration of black men,
the elimination of welfare speak to the

bourgeoisie’s impulse to genocide.

Shaka Sankofa was a victim of bour-
geois justice, a legal system premised on
protecting capitalist profits and class rule

through organized terror against the

exploited and oppressed. To the bourgeoi-
sie, the NYPD hit squad that blew away
black African Amadou Diallo wasn't
guilty of murder—or anything else. They
were doing what they’re supposed to do.

In defending the McNamara brothers,

labor organizers, American socialist

leader Eugene V. Debs wrote in 1912:

"Murder is not murder when it is lor cap-
italism, and killing is not killing when it

is for capitalist profit.

"More than half a million of Ameri-

can wage-slaves, men, women and chil-

dren, are killed, maimed and lacerated
in industry every year, but this is not
murder....

"Under the ethical code of capitalism the

slaying of workingmen who resist capi-

talism is not murder, and as a working-
man I absolutely refuse to condemn men
as murderers under the moral code of the

capitalist class for fighting according to

their light on the side of the working
class.... It is only when a killing inter-

feres with their piracies that it is murder.
All their tender sensibilities are then
aroused and in frenzied concert they cry
about ‘the law’ and invoke all its terrors

to glut their merciless vengeance."—“The McNamara Case and the

Labor Movement,” reprinted in

Writings and Speeches of
Eugene V. Debs [1948]

Sankofa is the 135th person sent to

death by Bush in his five years as gov-
ernor of Texas. But, as Mumia Abu-Jamal
wrote in a column from Pennsylvania’s

death row, “Let us understand that there

would’ve been no difference if there was
a Democrat at the death switch in Hunts-
ville." Clinton's 1996 Effective Death
Penalty Act barred further federal court

review tor Sankofa and hundreds more.
Al Gore, who has refused to endorse a

Congressional bill that seeks to ensure
DNA testing and competent legal coun-
sel in capital cases, chose the week before
the execution to reaffirm his support
to the death penalty. Acknowledging
that “mistakes are inevitable,” Gore
refused to condemn Sankofa’s execution.

The Supreme Court, which in the 1993

continued on page 14

Outraged protesters outside Huntsville, Texas prison shortly before
Sankofa’s execution.

ISO Tinkers with State’s Machinery of Death

Abolish the
Racist Death Penalty!
The rapid increase in the rate of execu-

tions in recent years has been accompa-
nied by a massive growth in the prison
population and of deadly cop terror in the

ghettos and barrios. Proliferating expo-
sures of systematic frame-up and torture

by police departments around the coun-
try, death-squad-style executions like the
NYPD killing of Amadou Diallo, and
ongoing revelations of death row inmates
later found to be innocent or convicted
without any legal defense to speak of,

have fueled angry protests and growing

distrust of the criminal "justice" system.
Popular support for the death penalty,

down from 80 percent to 66 percent in the

last six years, has dropped to its lowest
point in two decades.

These developments represent a signif-

icant crack in the racist consensus on the

"war on crime”—in reality, a war against

black and Hispanic people. They have led

to growing calls for “reform” of the

police and the “justice” system by capital-

ist politicians, fundamentally aimed at
refurbishing the authority of the cops and

courts. One example is the moratorium on
executions in Illinois announced in Janu-
ary by Republican governor George
Ryan, a supporter of the death penalty,

after the well-publicized releases of 13
death row inmates who had proved their

innocence. Numerous death penalty re-

form hills are currently before Congress.
“This is not a case of being for or against"
the death penalty, said the co-sponsor of
the “Innocence Protection" bill. Vermont
Democratic Senator Patrick Leahy. "This
is a case of maintaining the credibility of

the criminal justice system.” Moreover,
America’s rulers are aware that retention

of the death penalty is being seized on by
their capitalist rivals abroad to embarrass
U.S. imperialism and can be hurled as a
weapon against its hypocritical “human
rights" posturing.

As we wrote in "Death Penally: Bar-
barism U.S. A." ( WV No. 737, 2 June):

"We oppose the death penalty for the
guiliy as well as ihe innocent. We do not
accord the state the right to decide who
shall live and who shall die. We welcome
the Illinois moratorium, however brief it

may be. and any other measure curtail-
ing state-sanctioned murder, just as we
oppose all moves to expand and intensify
the repressive powers of the capitalist

state. Nothing short of a workers revo-
lution will do away with the capitalist
state, which is a machinery of organized
violence to defend the rule of the capital-
ist exploiters against those whom they
exploit and oppress.”

In fighting to win the broadest possible
support for death row political prisoner

continued on page 15
16

30 JUNE 2000



WORKERS VANGUARD 500

No. 739 28 July 2000

— PAN Victory After 70 Years of PRI Rule

—

Wall Street’s Candidate

Wins Mexican Elections

AP

Victory of right-wing PAN candidate Fox in presidential elections presages attacks on
combative Mexican proletariat, women, peasants. Thousands of striking teachers
protested in Mexico City in June against outgoing PRI president Zedillo.

No Illusions in PRD Nationalism—

For Socialist Revolution

Throughout the Americas!

"A Crowning Defeat: Mexico as

the Victor,” “Markets Hail Election

Outcome," "Mexican Revolution."

This was the triumphant reaction of

the U.S. imperialist press to the out-

come of last month’s presidential

elections in Mexico. For the first

time since its inception 71 years ago,

the Institutional Revolutionary Party

(PRI) was ousted from the presi-

dency. losing to right-wing National

Action Party (PAN) candidate

Vicente Fox Quesada by 43 to 36

percent. Cuauhtemoc Cdrdenas of

the left-talking bourgeois Party of the

Democratic Revolution (PRD) took

17 percent of the vote.

For the Yankee imperialists and

Mexican bankers. Fox, former chief

of Coca-Cola’s Mexican operations,

is "the real thing.” Unlike the candi-

dates of the PRI and PRD, which

both claim the nationalist mantle of

the Mexican Revolution of 1910-20,

Fox openly proclaims his goal of

expanding NAFTA, U.S. imper-

ialism's "free trade" rape of Mexico.

Following the election, the Mexican

stock exchange rose over 6 percent,

the peso has been steadily rising

against the dollar, and Mexican
government bond ratings have been

upgraded, reflecting imperialist

expectations of greater opportunities

for plundering the country. Wall

Street looks to Fox to deliver on such

longstanding goals as the privatiza-

tion of Mexico’s lucrative electrical,

oil and petrochemical industries.

For seven decades, the PRI and its

forebears sought to ensure social

stability for its imperialist patrons,

incorporating trade unions and peas-

ant organizations into the party’s

massive bureaucratic machinery and

unleashing bloody terror against

workers and the poor. Generations of

leftists, rural activists and militant

union leaders have been murdered,

kidnapped, imprisoned and tortured

by the country’s notoriously brutal

police forces, military squads and

caciques (rural bosses), with the

military and financial support of the

U.S. The PRI’s rampant corruption,

abject subservience to Washington
and open election-stealing left it

widely discredited and undercut its

usefulness in maintaining social stability.

Having lost confidence in the PRI, the

U.S. rulers threw their support to Fox.

Many who voted for Fox did so as a

protest against the PRI's long, brutal and

corrupt rule, not out of ideological devo-

tion to the PAN’s reactionary Catholic

program. Fox also received support from

dozens of influential leftist intellectuals

who in prior elections would have

stumped for the PRD Seeing no chance

for Cdrdenas to be elected, they threw in

their lot with Fox and echoed the imperi-

alists in hailing the election of this cleri-

calist bigot as a victory for "democracy"
The PRI’s loss is 'a major event which

underscores the fragility of bourgeois rule

in Mexico. While the PAN victory pres-

ages vicious attacks on women and gays

and poses major attacks on Mexico’s

combative proletariat. Fox may find that

running the bourgeois state is a lot harder

than running Coca-Cola. Mexico has

been racked by widespread social unrest.

Along with the EZLN Zapatista peasant

insurgency, which broke out in Chiapas in

1994, is a longstanding guerrilla war by

the People’s Revolutionary Army
(ERP) in Guerrero. The yearlong

UNAM student strike in Mexico City

which ended in February polarized

society, as masses of working people

mobilized to support the struggle to

defend public education. In the past

few months, schoolteachers and

Aeroin^xico flight attendants, among
others, have waged militant strikes

against imperialist-dictated govern-

ment attacks. The potential power of

the Mexican working class has been

augmented by the massive growth of

industry through increased imperial-

ist investment, especially in the

north. In 1999 alone, a million new
jobs were created in the maquiladora

region along the U.S. border, where

workers toil for miserable wages and

face brutal anti-labor repression.

Based on the principle of the

political independence of the prole-

tariat against all wings of bourgeois

nationalism, the Grupo Esparta-

quista de Mexico (GEM), Mexican

section of the International Commu-
nist League, declared “Not one vote

for the PRI, PAN or PRD!" (see arti-

cle. page 11). The GEM fights to

build a Leninist-Trotskyist party in

Mexico to lead the combative work-

ing class, marching at the head of all

the oppressed, to the revolutionary

conquest of power.

The PAN and Catholic
Reaction

The roots of the PAN are in right-

wing reaction to the Mexican Revo-

lution. In 1926, Catholic forces

enraged by anti-clerical provisions of

the constitution—particularly those

mandating secular education

—

fomented a peasant-based civil war,

the "Cristero revolt." The war lasted

over two years and cost 80,000 lives,

ending in an uneasy truce brokered

by the American government. The
PAN. which is linked to the sinister,

right-wing international Catholic

group Opus Dei, was organized in

1939 as the political expression

of Cristero (“follower of Christ")

ideology. The PAN trumpeted the

virtues of Franco’s Spain; its mem-
bers wore blue shirts like Franco’s

fascist Falange.

Fox was educated by Jesuits in the state

of Guanajuato^the center of the Cristero

revolt. Early in his campaign, he unfurled

the Cristero banner of the Virgin of Gua-
dalupe and repeatedly let rip their old bat-

tle cry. "If I advance, follow me! If I hold

back, push me! If I retreat, kill me!” But

in order to split votes away from the PRI

continued on page II
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On July 5, some 10.000 people, over-

whelmingly black, rallied outside the

Fairlane Mall in Dearborn. Michigan to

protest the racist killing of Frederick

Finley by Lord & Taylor security guards.

Finley, a 32-year-old black man, was

leaving the department store with his

family on June 22 when guards accused

his eleven-year-old stepdaughter of not

paying for a $4 bracelet. When Finley

tried to prevent the guards from grabbing

the girl, they put him in a chokehold,

forced handcuffs on his wrists and throt-

tled the life out of him as his family

watched in horror.

It is a measure of the outrage of black

people against the brutality regularly

meted out in racist America by the cops

and security guards, who act as auxil-

iaries to the police, that thousands mobi-

lized in Dearborn, historically a bastion

of racist reaction. In the 1920s and '30s,

the anti-Semite and arch-segregationist

Henry Ford kept the town lily-white

while fostering the development of a

nearby all-black town, Inkster. Although

it now has a large Arab American com-

munity. Dearborn’s population is still less

than I percent black. Protesters recalled

being thrown out of the city’s parks dur-

ing the 1980s because of an ordinance

barring "nonresidents," that is. black peo-

ple. The Fairlane Mall was boycotted sev-

eral years ago for its racist discrimina-

tion. “They follow you around in the

stores, just waiting to pounce," said one

protester. "Now they’re showing us our

lives aren’t even worth a $4 bracelet"

(New York Times

,

7 July).

As expressions of fury over Finley’s

killing began to resound in the region

around Dearborn. Democratic Party offi-
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Nearly 10,000 turned out on July 5 in Dearborn protest against chokehold
killing of Frederick Finley by department store security guards.

cials and black liberals like Michi-

gan Congressman John Conyers and Al

Sharpton moved in to try to subvert this

anger and channel it into votes for Dem-

ocratic politicians. This is exactly what

Sharpton attempted to do last year as

New York City boiled with rage over

the execution-style killing of West Afri-

can immigrant Amadou Diallo by the

NYPD. Worried that the raw fear and

hatred of the cops could have ignited

a social explosion, Sharpton and his

Democratic allies put forward a ten-point

program to "reform" the police—includ-

ing a demand to hire more minority offi-

cers. Four of the five security guards

responsible for Finley’s death, including

the one who actually killed him, are

black. Many security guards are hired out

of the ghetto for little more than mini-

mum wage. But like the cops, they are

hired as guardians of capitalist property

and profit.

Black, Latino or white, cops and secu-

rity guards are enemies of working peo-

ple and minorities. Outfits like the Pin-

kertons have a notorious history of

strikebreaking and anti-labor terror. At

the same time, labor misleaders are busy

organizing police and other armed ser-

vants of the capitalist stale into the

unions. We say: Cops, prison guards,

security guards out of the unions!

Sharpton and Conyers are demand-

ing that Janet Reno’s Justice Depart-

ment investigate Finley’s killing. But

the would-be investigators are them-

Frederick Finley

selves perpetrators of racist atrocities!

The Democratic Party Clinton admin-

istration has poured thousands more

cops onto the streets while speeding

up executions on death row. After a

lengthy “investigation,” the Feds exoner-

ated themselves earlier this month for the

horrific 1993 incineration of more than

80 men, women and children of the inte-

grated Branch Davidian religious sect

near Waco, Texas.

The calls for federal intervention have

been coupled with demands that security

companies and the police stop "racial

profiling." As outrage over cop terror

swells across the country, such demands

have been taken up by a wide spectrum of

capitalist politicians. But so-called “racial

profiling" is the racist reality of capitalist

America, where every black man is a

moving target for the cops. The aim ol

these politicians is merely to clean up the

continued on page 13

The Fraud of “Left”

Bourgeois Third Parties

Today, many self-styled socialists are

pushing Ralph Nader, head of the bour-

geois Green Party, as a "left" alternative to

the Democrats and Republicans. In an ear-

lier "third party” effort, at the onset of the

anti-Soviet Cold War in 1948, former Demo-

cratic vice president Henry Wallace ran

as a "peace" candidate for the Progressive

Party, which was largely organized by the LENIN
Stalinist Communist Party. At the time, in an

internal discussion in the then-Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party, James P. Cannon

emphasized that the Progressive Party was a capitalist party and that any support to it

was counterposed to the fight for a revolutionary party of the American proletariat.

When we speak of developing the independent political action of the workers, our

fundamental aim is to build the revolutionary party of the workers because that alone

correctly and truly expresses working class independence. Our labor party policy is not

a principle at all but a tactic designed to serve the larger principle, designed to advance

class consciousness and provide an arena and a means of expanding and developing

the revolutionary party and popularizing its program....

It would be very, very bad and demoralizing if we would allow for a moment the anti-

war demagogy of Wallace to be taken by any member of our party as something pref-

erable to the blatant aggressiveness ofTruman and Marshall. That would be nothing less

than the preparation of the minds of party members for "lesser evil” politics—based on

the theory that one kind of capitalist tactics in the expansion of American imperialism

is preferable to another, and that the workers should intervene to support one against

the other.

If I read the documents correctly, the argument is made by the Chicago comrades that

the capitalists do not support Wallace and therefore it is not a capitalist party. I think it

is quite correct that all, or nearly all. of the monopoly capitalists at the present moment

oppose Wallace. That is not decisive at all as to the class character of the party. The

class character of the party is not determined by the class that supports the party at the

moment but rather by the class that the party supports. In other words, by its program.

That is the decisive line....

The class character of the party is determined first by its program; secondly by its

actual policy in practice; and thirdly by its composition and control.

—James P. Cannon, “Electoral Policy in 1948,” reprinted in the Young Socialist

Alliance pamphlet "Peace" Politics vs Revolutionary Politics (February 1971)

io.
TROTSKY

Dearborn, Michigan

10,000 Protest Killing

of Black Man by Security Guards

WORRCRS VANGUARD
Marxist Working-Class Biweekly of the Spartacist League of the U S.

EDITOR: Len Meyers

EDITOR, YOUNG SPARTACUS PAGES Anna Woodman

PRODUCTION MANAGER Susan Fuller

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mara Cadiz

EDITORIAL BOARD Barry James (managing edilor), Bruce Andrb, Ray Bishop, Jon Brule,

George Foster, Uz Gordon, Waller Jennings, Jane Kerrigan, James Robertson, Joseph Seymour,

Alison Spencer

The Spartacist League Is the U S. Section ot the International Communist League (Fourth

Internationalist).

Workers Vanguard (ISSN 0276-0746) published biweekly, except skipping three alternate issues in June, July and

August (beginning with omitting the second Issue in June) and with a 3-week interval in December, by the Spartacist Pub-

lishing Co., 299 Broadway, Suite 318. New York, NY 10007 Telephone (212) 732-7862 (Editorial), (212) 732-7861

(Business) Address all correspondence to Box 1377. GPO. New York, NY 10116 E-mall address vanguard@tiac net

Domestic subscriptions S10 00/22 issues Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY POSTMASTER. Send address

changes to Workers Vanguard, Box 1377. GPO, New York, NY 10116

Opinions expressed In signed ancles or letters do noi necessarily express the editorial viewpoint

The closing date tor news In this issue Is July 25.

No. 739 28 July 2000

Spartacist Forum

Down With the Republicans and Democrats,
Partner Parties of Racist American Capitalism!

For a Workers Party!

For a Socialist America!
Ralph Nader: Protectionist, China-Basher, Union-Buster!

NEW YORK CITY

Tuesday, August 15, 7:30 p.m.
322 W. 48th St., 1st Floor

(take E or C train to 50th St. stop, between 8th and 9th Avenues)
For more information, call New York Spartacist League at (212) 267-1025

2 WORKERS VANGUARD



Cliffites After Cliff

Troubled Waters for “Socialists” Who

Cheered Counterrevolution
The following article is reprinted

from Workers Hammer, newspaper of the

Spartacist League/Britain. It was dis-

tributed earlier this month at Marxism

2000, a week-long annual event held by

the British Socialist Workers Party.

WorkersHammer^
Following the demise of its founder-

leader Tony Cliff, the reformist Socialist

Workers Party (SWP), the largest self-

styled “socialist” organisation in Britain,

is in deep crisis. A bitter factional strug-

gle has erupted between the SWP and

its American satellite, the International

Socialist Organization (ISO). Internal

opposition groups have sprung up within

the SWP's “International Socialist Ten-

dency.” As revealed in the ISO's March
2000 Internal Discussion Bulletin and
elsewhere, the questions posed in the

present fight include Tony Cliff's “the-

ory" of "state capitalism"; policy over the

Balkans War; the SWP’s “turn" to elec-

toralism; the approach to protests against

“globalisation," as well as the organisa-

tional liquidation of various Cliffite out-

fits internationally such as their South

African group’s disappearance into the

South African Communist Party,

For its part, the SWP leadership has

responded to internal dissent by dissolv-

ing every branch in Britain and Ireland

and reorganising them as "campaign
units." Oppositionists such as the “Sverd-

lov" grouping in the U.S. have seized

mainly on the lack of internal democracy
—which is infamous. Indeed, the British

left is full of former “oppositionists"

tossed out of Cliff’s organisation. Just as

the gangsterism of the SWP against its

opponents on the left is the “method" by

which it seeks to resolve the contradiction

between the “socialism" it claims to stand

after the final undoing of the October

Revolution of 1917, the resulting catas-

trophe for the proletariat and oppressed in

those countries and around the world is

there for all to see.

The origins of the SWP lie in Cliff's

refusal in 1950 to defend the North

Korean and Chinese deformed workers

states against a counterrevolutionary war

led by Washington, whose main imperi-

Labourite “democratic" imperialism. The
Cliffites absurdly claim that capitalist

counterrevolution in Eastern Europe and

the former USSR represented merely a

“step sideways." As we explained in the

recent issue of our international theoreti-

cal journal, Spartacist:

"Today Cliff's U.S. followers unabash-
edly declare: The revolutions in Eastern

Europe were a step sideways—from one

But it’s not by any means what a new
generation impelled into opposition

against the imperialist wars, racist terror,

attacks on the rights of women, poverty,

immiseration and the growth of the fas-

cists that were the results of capitalist

counterrevolution want! The SWP's tri-

umphalism over the "death of commu-
nism," its perspective of cashing in on its

“anti-Stalinist” credentials in the wake of

Socialist
WorkerBBHi M

Communism has collapsed-]

coup

31 August 1991

The beginning,
not the end
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Cliffites hailed Yeltsin

counterrevolution which
ushered in misery and hunger
for working people, national

and ethnic minorities. ICL
fought to mobilize Soviet

workers in defense of gains
of October Revolution.

Bankrupt Stalinism Opens Floodgates to Capitalist Restoiation

Soviet Workers:

Defeat Yeltsin-Bush

Counterrevolution!

Der Spiegel photos

for and the abject reformist content of its

actual work, the lack of internal democ-
racy is the internal reflection of this same
contradiction.

At the heart of the current crisis in the

Cliffites is the Russian question. A 28

May Internet posting by Sverdlov re-

ported: "There is not a single comrade
inside the ISO— for example—that can

defend the state-cap theories since the fall

of Stalinism in the Soviet Union and

Eastern Europe.” He added that there is

very little insistence on such theories as a

precondition for membership. The reason

for this is obvious: ten years after the fall

of the Berlin Wall and close to a decade

alist ally was the British Labour govern-

ment. Cliff’s bogus "theory" of “state

capitalism" (promoted by earlier social

democrats who had opposed the Russian

October Revolution of 1917) was the

rationalisation for this programmatic

departure from revolutionary Trotskyism,

the repudiation of unconditional military

defence of the Soviet Union and those

states where capitalism had been over-

thrown against imperialist attack and

internal counterrevolution.

Proclaiming themselves a “third camp,"

which in fact placed them in the camp of

their own bourgeoisie, over the years the

SWP generalised their capitulation to

form of capitalism to another' ( Socialist

Worker [U S.]. 23 April 1999). Don't try

this line on any Russian worker today.

The unprecedented economic and social

implosion now occurring in the territory

of the ex-USSR is the real measure of just

how historically progressive the planned,

collectivized economy really was. In (he

chaotic conditions of post-Soviet Russia,

the laws of capitalism have resulted in

total economic collapse production has

fallen at least 50 percent since 1991, cap-

ital investment by 90 percent Today a

third of the urban labor force in Russia is

effectively unemployed. 75 percent of the

population lives below or barely above
subsistence level and 15 million are actu-

ally starving. .

"While clinging to their threadbare theo-

ries. the ClLffites and their ilk are oddly
modest about their real contribution. The
restoration of capitalism in the USSR and
East Europe was the implementation of

their program. Like Shachtman. who sup-

ported Washington’s Bay of Pigs invasion

of Cuba. Cliff & Co. did their utmost to

seek to bring victory to U.S imperialism
in the Cold War, lusting lor the bloodying
of Soviet forces in Afghanistan, cham-
pioning the ‘trade union' credentials of
Solidamojftf—instrument of the Vatican,

Wall Street and Western social democ-
racy for capitalist counterrevolution in

Poland—and vicariously dancing with

the black marketeers, monarchists and
yuppies on Yeltsin's barricades in 1991

Socialist Worker (3 1 August 1991) trum-

peted Yeltsin's victory ‘Communism has

collapsed.... It is a fact that should have

every socialist rejoicing.' Well, now the

Cliffites have what they wanted
"

— "The Bankruptcy of 'New
Class' Theories—Tony Cliff

and Max Shachtman
Pro-Imperialist Accomplices of
Counterrevolution." Spartacist

[English-language edition

|

No. 55. Autumn 1999

the destruction of the gains of the Octo-

ber Revolution, has in fact resulted in the

present internal crisis.

We Are the Party of the
Russian Revolution!

As revolutionary Trotskyists, we
understand that the world's first workers

state succumbed to bureaucratic degener-

ation under conditions of hostile imperi-

alist encirclement, the devastation of the

proletariat through the Civil War against

imperialist-backed counterrevolution and

the failure of the revolution to spread

internationally, particularly to the impe-

rialist centres. Under these conditions,

the nationalist bureaucratic apparatus

headed by Stalin usurped political power
from the proletariat in 1924, but did not

destroy the socialised property relations.

Stalin's dogma of "socialism in one
country" became the ideological justifi-

cation for transforming the Communist
parties internationally into bargaining

chips in an illusory search for "peaceful

coexistence” with imperialism. Trotsky

and his followers fought to uncondition-

ally defend the workers state issuing

from the October Revolution despite the

Stalinist caste, calling for a political rev-

olution by the Soviet proletariat to over-

throw that caste.

It was armed with this programme that

the ICL mobilised our forces in a sus-

tained intervention into the incipient pro-

letarian political revolution in the DDR
| East Germany] in 1989-90. We fought

against capitalist reunification down the

line, fighting for socialist revolution in

continued on page 4

Spartakist

East Berlin, January 1990: Spartacists initiated 250,000-strong rally against
fascist desecration of Soviet war memorial in Treptow Park. We fought
against capitalist reunification and for a red soviet Germany in a socialist
Europe.
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Cliffites...
(continuedfrom page 3)

ihe West, while fighting to lead the East

Gentian proletariat in defence of the East

German workers state and in political rev-

olution against the Stalinists who would

hand the DDR over to the imperialists.

Later, in the Soviet Union we fought to

mobilise the proletariat against the envel-

oping countenevolution, distributing over

100,000 leaflets at factories and work-

places demanding: “Soviet Workers:

Defeat Yeltsin-Bush Counterrevolution!"

But in the absence of the revolutionary

intervention by the working class, capi-

talist counterrevolution destroyed the

deformed workers states in Eastern

Europe and the Soviet Union in 1989-92.

The “Russian question” is posed point-

blank in China, where a class battle of

immense importance is looming. The

deepening of “free market” measures by

the Stalinist bureaucracy is undermining

the gains of the 1 949 Chinese Revolution,

which destroyed the rule of the landlords

and the bourgeoisie and established col-

lectivised property, a planned economy,

and state monopoly of foreign trade. The

Chinese proletariat, however, has wit-

nessed the results of capitalist counterrev-

olution in Eastern Europe and the USSR
and has responded to the attacks on these

gains with convulsive class battles and
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bloody Union Jack and the raising of the

five-starred red flag of the People’s Re-

public on July 1” (“China on the Brink:

Workers Political Revolution or Capital-

ist Enslavement?”, Spartacist (English-

language edition] No. 53, Summer 1997).

Last November’s Seattle demonstra-

tions against the World Trade Organisa-

tion, while drawing in everything from

right-wing supporters of Pat Buchanan

Tony Cliff’s SWP supported CIA-aided
mujahedin cutthroats in Afghanistan,

cheered Soviet withdrawal which meant
death for women, leftists.

DPA

Just as socialists welcomed the

defeat ol the U S in Vietnam, we
welcome the defeat of the Russians
in Afghanistan It will give heart to

all those inside the USSR and in

Eastern Europe who want to break
the rule of Stalin's heirs.

mass protests. Defend the gains of the

Chinese Revolution! For proletarian

political revolution!

The Cliffites, in keeping with their ori-

gins. have lined up with the imperialists’

anti-communist crusade against China.

Speaking at a demonstration in defence

of asylum-seekers on 24 June, leading

SWPer Weyman Bennett attacked Chi-

nese president Jiang Zemin as the Chi-

nese “dictator"—the code word for bour-

geois anti-communist forces who seek

the destruction of the gains of the 1949

Revolution. Bennett went so far as to

attack Labour minister Jack Straw for

having allowed Jiang Zemin into Britain!

How typical of slavish social democrats
who embrace their "own" imperialist

rulers’ “democracy" against the hard-

won conquests of the working class!

When British imperialism finally had

to surrender Hong Kong to the Chinese
deformed workers state in 1997, Socialist

Review (June 1997) stated: "Socialists

should neither mourn nor celebrate the

handover of Hong Kong. In the short term
very little will change for the majority of
the population—Hong Kong will be as

undemocratic and exploitative a society

as it has ever been." The British seized the

island in 1841 during the first Opium War
and ran it as a virtual police stale—and a

haven for crooks and warlords fleeing the

Chinese Revolution— until forced to pull

out. In contrast, we said at the time:

“Trotskyists can only cheer as the rotted

British Empire loses its last major colo-

nial holding with the lowering of the

to anarchoid youth and spokesmen for

the Mexican Zapatista peasant-guerrilla

movement, were dominated by the anti-

communist, rabidly nationalist AFL-CIO
trade-union bureaucracy. The Seattle

protests were marked by foam-flecked

speeches denouncing Chinese “slave

labour." by signs promoting the CIA's

"Free Tibet" crusade and by the dumping
of Chinese steel into Puget Sound. AFL,-

CIO head Sweeney railed against a "trade

deal with a rogue nation" while trade-

union placards demanding "People First

Not China First" mingled with banners

such as one screaming "For the Basic

Human Rights in Vietnam— Kill the Red
Evil."

The SWP. noting the absence of a sea

of ISO banners at the event, has

denounced the ISO for flunking the "test

of Seattle" and there has been much back-

and-forth about how deeply to capitulate

to the "movement" as it is Meanwhile,
the ISO has evidently fell pressure from

other quarters, running articles like:

“Why China-Bashing Hurts U S. Labor"

(Socialist Worker [U.S.|, 3 March).

In pan this reflects the fact that some
youth are repelled by the vicious anti-

communism of the trade-union tops, but it

is also a plea to the Sweeney bureaucracy

not to damage the Democrats too much
by feeding "the right"—i.e., the Republi-

cans. The ISO said as much "If the labor

movement plays into this campaign, it

will simply give a ‘progressive’ cover to

the labor-hating Buchanans and Helms-
es" (Socialist Worker |U S |. 7 January)

The idea that the world is governed by

bodies like the WTO and IMF which

trample on the "sovereignty" of the most

powerful imperialist countries is both

reactionary and absurd. The authority

exercised by these bodies derives from

the power of the rival imperialist slates

for which they function as agents. In pre-

senting “globalisation" as a new develop-

ment in which a handful of multinational

corporations, the WTO. IMF and World

Bank are responsible for the impoverish-

ment of the masses of the “Global South,"

reformists today recycle the Social

Democrat Karl Kautsky’s myth of “ultra-

imperialism" which Lenin debunked in

his book Imperialism, the Highest Stage

of Capitalism. Lenin wrote:

"Therefore, in the realities of the capi-

talist system, and not in the banal philis-

tine fantasies of English parsons, or of

the German ‘Marxist’ Kautsky, 'inter-

imperialist* or ‘ultra-imperialist' alli-

ances. no matter what form they may
assume, whether of one imperialist coali-

tion against another, or of a general alli-

ance embracing all the imperialist pow-
ers. are inevitably nothing more than a

‘truce' in periods between wars Peaceful

alliances prepare the ground for wars,

and in their turn grow out of wars."

Promoting the “spirit of Seattle." the

Cliffites peddle the illusions that the

IMF, WTO and other institutions can be

reformed and the imperialist powers—the

biggest exploiters of labour on the

planet—can somehow be pressured to

abolish sweatshops and impose "fair

labour standards" globally. Correspond-
ingly, the issues of domestic poverty,

racial oppression and sweatshop labour

are buried. Also buried are the nearly

daily bombings and starvation blockade

of Iraq, the NATO bombardment of Ser-

bia back to the Stone Age and imperialist

troops in the Balkans. These political

verities would blemish the cosmetic of
"human rights" painted by reformists and
union misleaders on the face of U.S. and
British imperialism. In contrast, the ICL
fights to win workers and radical youth to
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the consciousness that the class interests

of the workers and the oppressed are dia-

metrically opposed to those of the capi-

talists and the eradication of poverty,

racism and war can only be accomplished

through a socialist revolution led by a

revolutionary Trotskyist party.

Balkans War: Flunking the Test
in Britain and the U.S.

The Balkans War—the first major war

in Europe since World War II—was a

direct consequence of capitalist counter-

revolution. The Yugoslavian deformed

workers state was born out of World War
II. when Tito’s Communist Partisans

successfully battled the occupying Nazi

German Wehrmacht as well as the Croa-

tian fascist Ustasha and Serbian royalist

Chetniks. The victory of the multina-

tional Partisan forces demonstrated that,

despite centuries of ethnic conflict, unity

of the South Slav peoples within the

borders of Yugoslavia was possible—but

only on the basis of proletarian state

power. But the socialist and democratic

ideals to which the Tito regime publicly

appealed were undermined by the bureau-

cratic deformations and inherent limita-

tions of Stalinism, with its programme of

“building socialism in one country."

Resurgent nationalisms were fuelled

when “market socialism” was introduced;

they- would later be whipped to white-hot

heat by the imperialists as a battering

ram for the restoration of capitalism. The
bloody communalist slaughter that en-

sued, by the Cliffites’ lights, was just

another “step sideways."

The NATO war against Serbia was a

war of domination aimed at realising

longstanding U.S. plans to insert a sub-

stantial U.S./NATO military presence in

Serbia through subduing Milosevic. As
Lenin stressed, in the case of an imperi-

alist war against a small nation or semi-

colonial people, it is the duty of the work-

ing class not only to fight for the defeat of

one’s “own" government but to defend

the victims of imperialist aggression

That is the position of the ICL. Our inter-

national declaration on the war (issued 21

April 1999) said unambiguously: Defeat

imperialism through workers revolu-

tion! Defend Serbia against U.S./NATO
attack! Down with the United Nations

economic sanctions! ALL U.S.IUNI

NATO troops out of the Balkans! Long
before the imperialists and their left-

ist apologists cynically took up the cause

of the Kosovo Albanians as a shibbo-

leth for imperialist bombardment of

Serbia, we championed the right of

the Albanian people of Kosovo and west-

ern Macedonia to self-determination

With the onset of the imperialist war

against Serbia, we Marxists recognised

that the right of the Kosovo Albanians

to secede—a democratic question—was
subordinated to the need to militarily

defend Serbia against U.S./Britain/NATO

attack.

Blair's Labour government were

aggressively pro-NATO “Atlanticists" and
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British SWP
joined rest of

Labourite left in

promoting
London mayoral
campaign of

Ken Livingstone
“Red Ken,”
shown bowing
to the queen,
saluted Blair

government’s
terror bombing
of Serbia,

praises racist

cops.

much of the fake left lined up foursquare

behind the war cry ‘‘poor little Kosovo."
Thus you had the right-centrist Workers
Power (WP) outfit supporting the Kosovo
Liberation Army (KLA) and participating

in a "Workers Aid for Kosova" demon-
stration on 10 April 1999 which was shot

through with slogans like "NATO Good
Luck" and "NATO Now or Never" Work-

ers Power and other Labourite groups

sponsored an I I May meeting which fea-

tured two unvarnished pro-NATO speak-

ers, one of whom, a rabid pro-Albanian

nationalist, announced that anyone who
didn’t support NATO should stay home
(see Workers Hammer No. 169, July/

August 1999). And when Serbia was

bombed into submission, as NATO tanks

rolled in and ground troops occupied

Kosovo, Workers Power cheered: "The
working class must welcome the ending

of the attempted genocide against the

Kosovar people and, if it fully material-

ises, the return of all the refugees to their

homes" ( Workers Power, June 1999).

What has "fully materialised" under

NATO occupation is a reversal of the

terms of oppression and the insertion of a

mammoth NATO military presence in

Serbia!

The SWP's position was somewhat dif-

ferent. Accommodating to (Labour "left"]

Tony Benn, whose preference was for

Europe over U S.-dominated NATO, the

SWP did not join the "poor little Kosovo"
chorus. Instead, leading SWP member
Alex Callinicos joined a host of others,

including Alain Krivine of the French

LCR [Ligue Communiste R6volution-

naire], in signing a letter which called for

a "policing operation" against Serbia

to be run by the European imperialist-

dominated Organisation for Security and

Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). Pub-

lished in Socialist Review (June 1999),

this read in part:

“NATO is not the only or above all the

best fulcrum for an agreement. One could

find the elements of a multinational

police force (embracing notably Serbs

and Albanians) in the ranks of the OSCE
to enforce a transitional agreement."

The SWP’s stance was also convenient

for the Greek Cliffiles. The Greek bour-

geoisie for its own reasons are not keen

advocates of the Albanian national aspi-

rations. Furthermore, as in Italy, class-

struggle opposition to the war in Greece

was often channelled by reformists into

anti-Americanism, a cheap substitute for

and an obstacle to proletarian interna-

tionalist opposition to imperialist war.

While the SWP capitulated to Bennite

Labourism in Britain, the ISO in the U.S.,

where there is no Labour Party to capitu-

late to, bent to the prevailing pressure of

“human rights imperialism.” arguing for

self-determination for Kosovo during the

bombing. According to the SWP. the ISO

"failed the test of war" not least because

it made “a big deal of the UN," which

“pissed off the soft pacifists, and so the

movement stayed small and dominated

by the wrong people" When the ISO
protests they did not make a big issue of

the UN—we can on this one occasion

back up their story. It is the ICL which

opposes the UN

—

under whose auspices

the Korean and Persian Gulf Wars were

carried out—on principle as an "imperi-

alist den of thieves" and their victims.

None of the Cliffite sections called for

the defeat of imperialism, nor do they call

for imperialist troops out of the Balkans.

They capitulated to different forces

depending on their national terrain. As

interimperialist rivalries increase in the

post-Soviet period, rivalries earlier sup-

pressed in the common pursuit of the

destruction of the Soviet degenerated

workers state, such national differences in

opportunist appetites can only intensify.

With the Cliffites' squabble over the

Balkans War now public knowledge,

Workers Power has made a pilch to dissi-

dent Cliffites from the right By WP’s
lights, the ISO did not support the KLA
enough, they write that their "support for

self-determination was entirely platonic.

They seem to have been scared off such a

position by the SWP's argument that the

KLA was in league with imperialism"

( Workers Power, June 2000). The fact that

they were in league with imperialism cer-

tainly doesn't "scare off Workers Power!

To the contrary, WP goes on to make an

appeal specifically based on the Cliffites’

support for the CIA-backed mujahedin

cutthroats in Afghanistan against the

Soviet Army:

"What about the SWP's enthusiastic sup-

port for the Afghan Mujahidin in the

1980s? Not only were they arch reaction-

ary Islamists, based on the tribal-feudal

landowners, funded by Saudi millionaire

princes: they were supplied with stinger

missiles and trained by the CIA. on a

scale that makes the US support for KLA
look grudging in the extreme.”

Workers Power are so far to the right

today that they disappear the fact that it

was over Afghanistan that they broke

—

partially but to the left—from Cliff’s

"state capitalism" and recognised the

USSR was a "degenerate” [ji'c] workers

state. While WP joined the imperialists

and their Labour lieutenants in opposing

the Soviet military intervention against

the CIA-backed Islamic fundamentalists

in Afghanistan, it also claimed it would

be "tactically wrong. ..to demand the

immediate withdrawal of Soviet troops”

( Workers Power, February 1980).

The Soviet intervention in Afghanistan

posed the Russian question pointblank.

We said "Hail Red Army!" and "Extend

the social gains of the Russian Revolution

to the Afghan peoples!" We recognised

that the class character of the USSR
meant that the Red Army opened the pos-

sibility of social progress to (his hide-

ously backward country where the muja-

hedin waged a "holy war" to murder
unveiled women and teachers for the

"crime" of teaching girls to read.

The withdrawal of Soviet troops by

Gorbachev was a betrayal which led to

the victory of the barbaric Taliban. And it

was the direct precursor to the Soviet

bureaucracy's ultimate betrayal, handing

over first the Eastern European deformed
workers states and then the USSR to cap-

italist counterrevolution. For its part,

despite its nominal adherence to some
version of the Trotskyist position on the

Russian question, WP backpedalled from

its earlier partial break with Cliffism.

Thus it supported counterrevolution at

every opportunity, from Polish Solidar-

no£d through to Yeltsin’s barricades in

1 99 1 . In 1 998 they brought their "theory"

into line with their practice and decided

that the state in the USSR (but not the

economy) had become capitalist in 1927,

thus reverting back to their Cliffite ori-

gins. Of a piece with this is WP’s nonsen-

sical discovery of "moribund workers

states.” Simply put, WP is the horrible

example of those who try to stake out

a posture nominally to the left of the

Cliffites, but fail to make a complete

break on the key programmatic question

the Russian question. (See “ Death of

Communism' Centrists." Workers Ham-
mer No. 161, March/April 1998.)

Anti-Sovietism Abroad Means
Class Betrayal at Home
James P. Cannon, in his "Speech on

the Russian Question" given during

the 1939-40 factional struggle against

Shachtman/Burnham. said: "Defensism

and defeatism are two principled, that is,

irreconcilable positions.. Defensists at

home were defeatists on Russia. Defen-

sists on Russia were defeatists at home.”

And indeed, every tendency that has

abdicated from the Trotskyist position of

unconditional military defence of the

degenerated and deformed workers states

has ended up reconciling themselves

with their own bourgeoisie.

This has been fairly dramatic in the

case of the British SWP. Thus, during the

1984-85 miners strike, the most signifi-

cant battle waged by the British proletar-

iat in decades. Cliff boasted that SWP
members in steel plants were crossing

miners’ picket lines. In response to a

question by a Spartacist supporter. Cliff

said:

“On the question of our steelworkers

crossing picket lines. We have steelwork-

ers in Rcdcar who cross picket lines We
have three steelworkers in Scunthorpe,

they cross picket lines. We have a steel-

worker in Ravenscraig who crosses picket

lines. We have a steelworker in Llanwcm
who crosses picket lines

"

—Tony Cliff, London public

meeting of the SWP.
23 August 1984

Having abandoned the gains of the rev-

olution in Russia, the SWP abandoned the

goal of revolution anywhere It has func-

tioned—whether inside (as it was prior

to 1967) or outside the Labour Party—as

a pressure group on Labour. Take the

SWP's latest “turn": its dive into the Lon-

don Socialist Alliance (LSA). The SWP
enthuse that the LSA is a genuine oppo-

sition to “New" Labour—which is widely

and rightly hated by the working class

and poor. “Socialist Alliances” are now to

spring to life throughout Britain to put the

Blairites on the run.

In fact, the LSA consists of almost

every Labour-loyal organisation in Brit-

ain who helped elect Blair’s Labour gov-

ernment—like the SWP. which described

itself as nothing less than "over the

moon" at the time Blair was elected. (See

Socialist Review, June 1997.) Recently,

the London Socialist Alliance pulled out

all the stops for Ken Livingstone It is the

worst parliamentary cretinism to claim

Livingstone's mayoral campaign as con-

stituting a genuine "opposition" to New
Labour. As the SWP itself wrote: “The

(Balkans] war split the left, with those

like Ken Livingstone becoming some
of the most enthusiastic warmongers"

(Socialist Review, July/August 1999).

Indeed. Livingstone boasted of his role as

far back as 1991, saying: "When Milo-

sevic first sent his armoured columns into

Slovenia and Croatia in 1991 I was the

first member of Parliament to call for air

strikes to defeat his aggression" (Inde-

pendent, 21 April 1999). Some “opposi-

tion" to New Labour!

The Spartacist League refused to give

Livingstone any support whatsoever; we
wrote: “Without a doubt, a vote for Liv-

ingstone in the May London mayoral

elections is a vote for New Labour: he

supported the government’s imperialist

bombing of Serbia, he is for the British

Army in Northern Ireland, and he is

emphatically for the racist police” ( Work-

ers Hammer No. 172, Spring 2000). At

continued on page 13
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DEFEND the BARRICADE]

No peace until Stormont

Cliffites hailed

introduction of

British imperialist

troops into Northern
Ireland by Labour
government,
September 1969.
Three years later,

troops gunned down
14 Catholics in

“Bloody Sunday”
massacre.
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Young Spartacus
Break with the Democrats!

No Vote to Nader! We Need a Workers Party!

ISO Hustles Vote

for Nader

Where We Stand

REVOLUTION NOTWORM

We do not support candidates

of capitalist parties like the Demo-
crats or the Republicans.

ISO junks its paper position against support to capitalist politicians to

push bourgeois Green Party candidate and China-bashing protectionist

Ralph Nader.

Worker
21 July 2000
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The following was issued as a leaflet

by the Spartacist League and Spartacus

Youth Clubs on July 17.

In its “Where We Stand” column,

under the heading "Revolution Not Re-

form,” the International Socialist Organi-

zation (ISO) writes, “We do not support

candidates of capitalist parties like the

Democrats or the Republicans” But in

practice, the ISO is writing its real

"Where We Crawl" column as it calls

for a vote to Ralph Nader, the capitalist

Green Party presidential candidate. A
July leaflet by the ISO titled "Should

New Yorkers Vote for Ralph Nader?"

declares: “A vote for Nader is part of the

rebirth of activism and a fighting opposi-

tion to the racist and greedy policies of

the people who have run this country for

far too long.” Don’t buy it!

Nader is appealing to disaffected youth

as an “independent” candidate who is

pro-choice, an opponent of the death pen-

alty and "corporate greed" and an "alter-

native" to the Democrats. But his cam-

paign is designed to refurbish the image

of the capitalist electoral system, and in

particular to channel those discontented

with this society toward the Democratic

Party. Nader himself says so baldly. In

an interview with LA Weekly (30 June),

Nader declared that his campaign is

“going to be a real hammer on the Dem-
ocrats. It’s going to pull them in the right

direction.” Echoing this perspective, an

ISO leaflet building for the protests at the

Democratic National Convention in L.A.

asks: “How can we use protests to change

the policies of the Democrats?"

The Green Party is a bourgeois party It

embraces capitalism, seeking only ameli-

oration of what it perceives as corporate

excesses and the ecological consequences

of large-scale modern industry. It pro-

poses to achieve its goals through demo-
cratic reforms and state regulation, i.e.,

by strengthening the capitalist state. The
Greens’ anti-industrial stance is funda-

mentally anti-working-elass and their

vision of society is a reactionary petty-

bourgeois utopia, a yearning for a long

gone pre-industrial age, an America of

small farms and small businesses.

In Germany, there is a real commin-
gling of Green Party ecologists and the

far right, whose anti-immigrant racism is

promoted on grounds of combatting over-

population and attendant “environmental

destruction " The nominally pacifist Ger-

man Green Party, in coalition with the

majority Social Democratic Party, admin-

isters the capitalist government. Together,

these parties directed Germany’s military

in the U.S.-led NATO bombing of Serbia

in last year’s Balkans War. Early this

month. Mexico’s Green Party ran in bloc

with the rightist clerical-reactionary

National Action Party (PAN) which won
the presidency.

Against the ISO, we oppose political

support for any bourgeois party or candi-

date in principle. The complete and

unconditional independence of the work-

ing class from all parties and agencies

of the capitalist class is the necessary

precondition for any struggle against

capitalism. The working class and the

oppressed cannot take a single step for-

ward toward liberation if locked in an

embrace with the political parties of the

capitalist class enemy. We fight to build

the revolutionary workers party—inde-

pendent of the capitalist class and all its

political representatives—as the neces-

sary instrument for the emancipation of

humanity through socialist revolution.

In calling for a vote for Nader, the ISO
peddles the illusion that fundamental

change in society can be achieved

through capitalist electoral politics. Over

80 years ago, V I Lenin, leader of the vic-

torious 1917 Russian Revolution, neatly

skewered this fraud in his book State and
Revolution: "To decide once every few

years which member of the ruling class is

to repress and crush the people through

parliament—that is the real essence of

bourgeois parliamentarism.”

From time to time, the ISO finds occa-

sion to invoke the legacy of Lenin and the

Russian Revolution. But in fact, since its

inception the ISO has been defined by its

embrace of the imperialists’ drive to

destroy the remaining gains of the Rus-

sian Revolution which were embodied in

the former Soviet degenerated workers

state. The ISO hailed the counterrevolu-

tionary destruction of the Soviet Union
and the deformed workers states of East

Europe, where capitalist restoration has

resulted in catastrophic declines in the

living conditions of the working masses

In opposition to the Trotskyist fight for

the unconditional military defense of

those states where capitalism was over-

thrown, the ISO came up with the bogus

theory that these workers slates—as well

as the remaining ones in Cuba, China.

Vietnam and North Korea—were "state

capitalist." This is simply a rationaliza-

tion for embracing the purported "democ-

racy" of their “own” bourgeoisie.

Today the ISO seeks to distance it-

self from the China-bashing of anti-

communist labor bureaucrats like James

Hoffa Jr., concerned that it could dam-

age the Democrats by feeding “the right."

i.e., the Republicans, and “give a

‘progressive’ cover to the labor-hating

Buchanans" (Socialist Worker, 7 Janu-

ary). Now, the ISO is giving its own

“socialist" cover to China-basher Nader,

who heavily campaigned against China’s

entry into the World Trade Organization.

We oppose the WTO’s entry into

China! We fight for the unconditional

military defense of the Chinese deformed

workers state against imperialism and

internal counterrevolution. The 1949 Chi-

nese Revolution destroyed the rule of the

landlords and the bourgeoisie and estab-

lished collectivized property, a planned

economy and state monopoly of foreign

trade. We fight for proletarian political

revolution against the Chinese Stalinist

bureaucracy, which has undermined these

gains and is opening the door to impe-

rialist economic penetration. The ISO

stands on the other side of the barricades,

lining up with the imperialists’ anti-

communist crusade against China, Cuba,

North Korea and Vietnam.

In a February 21 statement announcing

his candidacy for the Green Party’s nom-

ination, Nader declared: “The uncon-

strained behavior of big business is sub-

ordinating our democracy to the control

of a corporate plutocracy" (emphasis

added). Capitalist democracy is nothing

but the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.

The fafade of "democracy" is designed to

obscure the fact that the capitalist state is

an instrument of organized force and vio-

lence—consisting at its core of the police,

army, courts and prisons—for maintain-

ing capitalist property and profits through

the suppression of the working class and

the oppressed and fending off foreign

challenges.

As Marxists know, and all historical

experience has demonstrated, the work-

ing class cannot reform the state and use

it in its own interest but must create its

own state, a workers state, through a

socialist revolution that smashes the

power of the bourgeoisie. The ISO in-

stead seeks merely to tinker with this

state machinery of repression, as dem-

onstrated, for example, by the work of

their Campaign to End the Death Penally

front group, which for fear of alienating

bourgeois politicians subordinates any

demand to abolish the death penalty to

the more "acceptable" call “Moratorium

Now"
The ISO frets that Nader "resists tak-

ing up critical social issues like racism

continued on page 1
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German Green leader and foreign minister Joschka
Fischer, sipping champagne with SPD prime minister
Gerhard Schroder, aggressively promoted German
imperialism’s role in NATO air war against Serbia.
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Young Spartacus

Democrats...
(continuedfrom page 16)

and trade protectionism, Nader is to the

right of the Clinton/Gore White House.

Echoing the pro-capitalist AFL-CIO
bureaucracy, he attacks the Democratic

and also Republican leaderships for being

“soft" on Communist China. Nader cam-

paigned heavily against Congressional

passage of Permanent Normal Trade Re-

lations (PNTR) with China, saying that

“passage of PNTR will also eliminate

a crucial lever in the advancement of

democracy and human rights in China.”

In the mouths of U.S. imperialism and

its spokesmen, “democracy" and "human

rights" are codewords for capitalist coun-

terrevolution in China. The 1949 Chinese

Revolution ripped the country out of

the hands of American imperialism and

destroyed the rule of the rapacious land-

strating against the hideous impoverish-

ment and exploitation of the people of

the “Global South ” the Seattle protests

were politically dominated by the AFL-

CIO tops who combined flagwaving

trade protectionism with anti-Communist

China-bashing. They made foam-flecked

speeches about "slave labor” in China and

demonstratively dumped a load of mock

Chinese steel into Puget Sound. The

AFL-CIO bureaucracy and Nader oppose

China's entry in the WTO from the stand-

point of anti-Communism and "America

first" protectionism. We oppose imperial-

ist economic penetration of China by the

WTO and other agencies from the stand-

point of defending the social gains of the

Chinese Revolution.

Despite his "anti-corporate” rhetoric.

Nader himself insists that his program is

compatible with the traditional interests

of the American state. Ever economically

minded, he proposes to cut military

AFP photos

Top: April 12 Teamsters protest in Washington, D.C. against China trade deal.

Below: November 1999 Seattle WTO protest. AFL-CIO bureaucracy uses

demands for international labor and environmental standards to push
protectionism, anti-Communism.
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lords and capitalists. China became a

workers state based on a collectivized

economy, albeit one deformed by the rule

of a Stalinist bureaucratic caste. Ever

since, the U.S rulers have pursued the

restoration of capitalist exploitation,

which would turn the most populous

nation on earth into a gigantic sweatshop.

The Spartacist League/Spartacus Youth

Clubs call for: Unconditional military

defense of China against imperialism and
internal counterrevolution!

The deepening of “market reforms” by

the Beijing bureaucracy encourages the

forces pushing for capitalist restoration,

both inside and outside China. The Chi-

nese working class has responded to

attacks on their jobs and living condi-

tions with convulsive mass struggles and

protests. For proletarian political revolu-

tion to oust the Stalinist bureaucracy!

Nader calls his campaign the embodi-

ment of the “spirit of Seattle." At one

level, the protests against the World Trade

Organization (WTO) meeting at Seattle

last fall were a political zoo with every-

one from black-masked anarchists trash-

ing Starbucks coffee shops to the sinister

right-wing demagogue Pat Buchanan.

While most of the youth were demon-

spending by a third, arguing that this is

now feasible because “our enemies," the

former Soviet Union, were defeated The
destruction of the Soviet degenerated

workers state by capitalist counterrevo-

lution was a world-historic defeat for the

working class and the oppressed inter-

nationally. Today, Nader maintains that

two-thirds of the present Pentagon war

machine is sufficient for the red-white-

and-blue to dominate the world, presum-

ably including, if called for, military ac-

tion against the People’s Republic of

China

Someone might argue: How can you

call the Green Party a capitalist party

when Nader denounces “big business"

and spokesmen for corporate America

are certainly hostile toward and con-

temptuous of the Greens? Unlike the

Democrats and Republicans, the Green

Party is not financed by corporate execu-

tives and other men of wealth. That's

because it's small and uninfluential.

To understand the allegiance of the

American Green Party to the capitalist

order, just look at its successful German
cousins. Originating as a relatively small

“radical" opposition, the German Green

Party is now the junior partner of the

Social Democrats (SPD) in the national

government of Germany. German Green

leader Joschka Fischer is foreign min-

ister of the most powerful capitalist

imperialist state in Europe. Fischer, who
used to posture as some kind of pacifist,

was one of the most bellicose supporters

of the American-led NATO air war

against Serbia last year. And in order to

improve the international competitive-

ness of Germany, the SPD/Green gov-

ernment is attacking the living standards

of the working class even more harshly

than its right-wing Christian Democratic

predecessor.

When the SPD/Green government was

formed in late 1998, the Green Party

in New Jersey enthused: “We want to

express our congratulations to the mem-
bers of Germany’s Green Party upon

taking the historic step of entering a

coalition government with the Social

Democratic Party." It is, however, un-

likely that the U.S. Greens will emulate

the success of their German cousins.

More likely, they’ll experience the same
fate as other small “left” bourgeois third

parties in the past, notably the 1948 Pro-

gressive Party, and the petty-bourgeois

Peace and Freedom Party in the 1960s.

With the onset of the anti-Soviet Cold

War, in 1948 the Progressive Party ran

Henry Wallace, a former Democratic vice

president under Franklin D. Roosevelt, as

a "peace" candidate against the Democrat

Harry Truman. Wallace claimed to rep-

resent the genuine New Deal tradition

of FDR The Progressive Party, with a

thoroughly liberal program, was largely

organized and financed by the Stalinist

Communist Party. Two years later, the

erstwhile “peace” candidate Wallace sup-

ported American imperialism in the

Korean War. And by the 1952 elections,

almost all the supporters of the Progres-

sive Party had returned to the Democratic

flock with the Communist Party pushing

for the Democrat Adlai Stevenson against

the Republican Dwight Eisenhower.

In 1968 many youth, radicalized and

impelled toward the left by the Vietnam

War, rallied to the Peace and Freedom

Party, which was largely built by self-

described socialist groups, among them

the International Socialists, predecessor

of the International Socialist Organiza-

tion (ISO). To be sure, the PFP was far to

the left of Nader’s Greens. The PFP ran

as its presidential candidate the well-

known liberal baby doctor Benjamin

Spock. Four years later, the Peace and

Freedom Party was moribund, with most

of its supporters campaigning for the

Democratic “peace” candidate George

McGovern against the Republican Rich-

ard Nixon.

Through the agency of the trade-union

bureaucracy and black liberals, the Dem-
ocratic Party has tied the working class

and oppressed black minority to the

American capitalist order by offering a

program of liberal reforms, or at least

presenting itself as a “lesser evil" to the

Republicans. "Left" bourgeois or petty-

bourgeois third parties, by channeling

discontent into electoral pressure politics,

strengthen—they do not weaken—the

Democratic Party as a political agency for
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Chinese Revolution.

the exploitation and oppression of work-

ing people at home and abroad.

The Left, the Democratic Party
and the Elections

The Los Angeles and Philadelphia

police departments have been preparing

for the demonstrations, readying thou-

sands of riot cops. Both cities have denied

most rally permits, while making sweeps

to remove the desperate homeless popu-

lation in order to “clean up” the streets.

The wanton racist brutality of the police

was captured on a videotape broadcast

earlier this month which showed a horde

of Philadelphia cops descending on a

black man, Thomas Jones, and nearly

beating him to death after firing 42 shots

at him. A few days later, AMTRAK police

in Philadelphia shot and killed a black

homeless man.

The Philly and LA. cops have

launched a massive spying operation

against protesting organizations. In a col-

umn in the Los .Angeles Times (13 July),

Republican mayor Richard Riordan

promised massive repression against dem-

onstrators, fulminating against "anar-

chists whose sole intent is violent disrup-

tion.” Many protesters have vowed to

rally regardless of whether permits are

granted or not.

Several self-styled “socialist" organi-

zations building for the demonstrations,

such as the ISO and Socialist Alterna-

tive, have called for a vote to Nader,

pushing the lie that he represents a

"break” from the capitalist Republicans

and Democrats. After initially issuing

some criticisms of Nader, the ISO did an

about-face, trumpeting Nader in a July 7

Socialist Worker headline as “An Alter-

native to the Republocrats" (see “ISO
Hustles Vote for Nader" page 6).

Meanwhile, Socialist Alternative (for-

merly Labor Militant), the American off-

shoot of the British Militant Labour

group and its Committee for a Workers

continued on page 8

On the

United Front
A Spartacist pamphlet originally

printed in 1976 as Young
Communist Bulletin No. 3

Includes: “A Talk on the

Labor Party Question"

$1 (16 pages)

Make checks payable/mall to:

Spartacist Publishing Co
Box 1377 GPO, New York. NY 10116

28 JULY 2000 7



Young Spartacus

Democrats...
(continuedfrom page 7)

International, has supported Nader from

the get-go. heralding him as a "pro-labor,

pro-consunier and civil rights advocate"

and describing the Greens as "a left-wing

third party on the rise, spoiling cam-

paigns for Democrats" (Justice ,
June/

July 2000). Socialist Alternative argues

that by endorsing Nader, they will pul

pressure on the “Labor Party" to "run

candidates." The “Labor Party” is a phony

operation comprised of a few trade-union

bureaucrats and fake leftists which from

its inception acted to funnel discontent

among trade unionists back into the Dem-
ocratic Party (see “Why ‘Labor Party

Advocates' Doesn't Advocate a Labor

Party,” WV No. 622, 5 May 1995). Social-

ist Alternative's ultimate goal is to build

an American equivalent of the British

Labour Party, an openly pro-capitalist

workers party whose government has

unleashed a barrage of attacks on the

unions, blacks, immigrants and youth.

Uncritically retailing the labor tops'

anti-Communism and chauvinism, Jus-

tice (June/July 2000) ran excerpts of a

speech by United Auto Workers presi-

dent Stephen P. Yokich, who has been in

the forefront of the AFL-CIO’s anti-

China crusade, praising Nader for his

opposition to the House’s recent China
PNTR vote, calling him a candidate

"who will take a stand based on what is

right." The Democratic Party-loyal union

tops use the Nader campaign as a pres-

sure tactic on Gore to push "buy Ameri-

can" economic nationalism.

Among those reformists not support-

ing Nader is Socialist Action (SA).

Socialist Action (July 2000) writes: "The
capitalist candidates for president are

united in putting the class interests of the

capitalist system first. Working people

need to break decisively with these par-

ties in order to even begin to make a

change that will benefit and assure jus-

tice to ourselves, the majority." Socialist

Action’s posture as opponents of the

Democrats is belied by its role in build-

ing liberal protest coalitions which sub-

ordinate themselves to demands that

would appeal to Democratic politicians,

including in the fight on behalf of death

row political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal
(see article, page 9).

From its inception in the early 1980s,

the ostensibly Trotskyist SA has been

defined by its service as waterboys for

the pro-imperialist labor bureaucracy and
its backing of every counterrevolutionary

force arrayed against the Soviet Union.

Turning their anti-Communism against

China,* a Socialist Action (June 2000)
article titled "Why AFL-CIO lost the

China trade vote" criticizes the labor

tops’ "protectionist agenda" but asks:

“Why did AFL-CIO President John J.

Sweeney limit labor's protests to lobby-

ing, though admittedly more vigorous

lobbying than is usual from the labor

officialdom." Thus SA chastises the

AFL-CIO leadership for not mobilizing

enough workers behind their anti-

communist attacks on China.

Sounding tar more radical than such

pseudo-socialists, the anarchists appeal

primarily to hostility toward existing

authority. As such, they attract youth

repelled by the "respectable" politics of

the AFL-CIO leadership, the Democratic
Socialists of America (of which AFL-
CIO chief John Sweeney is a leading

member), Nader’s Green Parly and the

like. Most anarchists would say that they

have nothing in common with the flag-

waving patriotism of the labor bureau-

crats or the pallid liberalism of the

Greens. We went to Seattle, they would

say. for "direct action," e.g., trashing

Starbucks. For this they were strongly

denounced by the labor chiefs and

respectable liberal types.

The North American Anarchist group

plans to hold a national meeting in Los
Angeles at the same time as the Demo-
cratic convention and plans to participate

in the protests. But the anarchists have

no program for revolutionary change

with which to oppose the politics of the

AFL-CIO tops, Nader’s Greens or, for

that matter, the liberal wing of the Demo-
cratic Party. All they offer is a posture of

angry defiance toward the powers that

be. By building for and cheering protest

activities politically dominated by the

likes of John Sweeney and Ralph Nader,

in actuality they help build support for

the chauvinist protectionism and liberal

reformism which they claim to disdain.

The Brouhaha over
“Globalization”

A key phrase in the Nader campaign
and other expressions of current left-

liberal activism is opposition to “global-

ization." What is this all about? The
now-fashionable term “globalization" is

not simply descriptive of certain quantita-

tive changes in the world economy over

the past few decades—greater integration

of financial markets, the growth of inter-

nationally competitive manufacturers in

East Asia and Latin America—but has

become a new form of bourgeois ideol-

ogy. With the destruction of the Soviet

Union and proclaimed “death of commu-
nism," the bourgeoisie envisages a return

to an idealized version of the pre- 1914

capitalist imperialist order. This was an

era in which the European powers, and

to a lesser extent the United States and

Japan, exercised direct colonial rule over

lens of millions of toilers throughout the

globe. Today, the ideologues of “global-

ization" project a world in which capital-

ist property "rights,” whether in New
York or New Delhi, are no longer threat-

ened by social revolution, national libera-

tion struggles or interimperialist war.

(For a Marxist analysis of this question,

see the Spartacist pamphlet. Imperialism,

the "Global Economy," and Labor Ref-

ormism [September 1999]).

The bourgeois ideological offensive

expressed in the term “globalization" is

directed not only against the left but, in

the U.S., also against traditional "welfare

state” liberalism. Supposedly, it is no

longer possible to expand unionization,

improve wages and working conditions

and introduce new social programs be-

cause big corporations will simply shift

their operations to low-wage Third World
countries. Thus it is not only communism
which is proclaimed "dead" but also lib-

eral reformism as exemplified by FDR’s
New Deal in the 1930s and Lyndon
Johnson’s Great Society programs in the

1960s. It is not only Karl Marx who is

declared irrelevant to the 2 1 st century but

also the liberal economist John Maynard
Keynes. The now-dominant bourgeois

economic ideology, confusingly called

“neoliberalism.” maintains that govern-

ment policies aimed at promoting greater

social equity are either ineffective (be-

cause of "globalization") or harmful.

Against “free market” and “greed is

good” ideologues,, liberal intellectuals

denounce “globalization” for cruelly ex-

ploiting the peoples of the Third World
and accelerating the destruction of the

earth’s environment. These ideas are

conveyed by liberal high school teachers

to their social studies classes and by lib-

eral college professors in humanities and
social science departments. Understand-
ably, then, these themes have become the

main focus of political activism among
liberal, mainly white middle-class youth.

Many, often from affluent families, don’t

like the fact that the clothes they buy are

made by young girls in Indonesia work-
ing for 12 or 14 hours a day and earning

less in a year than an American might
spend on a new video game.

In the past few years, students across
the country, particularly at “elite" univer-

sities like Harvard. Yale and Duke, have
staged protests, sit-ins and rallies against

the hideous conditions of sweatshop
labor, especially in Southeast Asia and
Central America. A major demand at

"the battle of Seattle” was for the WTO
to adopt and enforce a code of interna-
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tional labor standards and environmental

standards. And the main demand at

an anli-“globalization" demonstration in

Washington, D.C. in April was for the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) and

World Bank to cancel the debts of Third

World countries.

AFL-CIO Tops: Labor
Lieutenants of U.S. Imperialism

Youth involved in these actions genu-

inely desire to better the wretched condi

tions of the toilers in the neocolomal

countries. The AFL-CIO leadership, if it

had its way. would shut down half the fac-

tories in Indonesia and South Korea con-

demning tens of millions of working peo-

ple in these countries to utter destitution

Yet in the name of anli-"globalizalion,"

the youthful protesters have been led to

make common cause with the American

labor bureaucracy. How is this to be

explained?

Such youth look to the American gov-

ernment as the main agency for bringing

good to the rest of the world. They want

Washington to use the threat of import

protectionism, and be willing to imple-

ment that threat, in order to force coun-

tries like Indonesia, Thailand and El Sal-

vador to improve the conditions of their

own people (e.g., abolishing child labor).

One could term this a form of “human
rights” imperialism.

The AFL-CIO tops don't give a damn
about the Third World poor, and turn

their back on sweatshop workers in the

U.S. as well. The labor bureaucracy acts

as the capitalists’ political police inside

the working class, including by cham-

pioning American imperialist war efforts

from Korea and Vietnam to Iraq and the

Balkans. The union tops’ class collab-

orationism is seen as well in their calls

for trade protectionism. Protectionism is

chauvinist poison, serving to bind work-

ing people in the U.S. to their "own" ex-

ploiters against workers in Latin Amer-
ica, Asia and elsewhere.

The labor tops cynically use the de-

mand of international labor standards

and environmental standards, which they

know will never be met, as a justification

for their protectionist program and to

gain support for it among the middle-

class liberals. In effect, they argue: since

there is no enforceable code of interna-

tional labor standards, American workers

face “unfair competition” from low-wage

countries. So we have to "buy Ameri-
can." In this way the likes of AFL-CIO
chief Sweeney and Ralph Nader manip-

ulate the humanitarian concerns of ideal-

istic youth for reactionary ends.

There is a big contradiction between
the issues that have impelled thousands of

youth to join the protests against

the WTO and IMF—miserable wages,

sweatshop conditions, child labor, pov-

erty—and illusions that the U.S. imperi-

alist state can serve as the agency for

bringing "human rights" to the exploited

masses of the world. American imperial-

ism is the biggest enemy of the world's

working people and oppressed—the pur-

veyor of untold misery, fratricidal nation-

alism, racism and war in the pursuit of

profit and competitive edge against its

imperialist rivals. On the home front, it

has viciously ratcheted up the exploita-

tion of the American working class, driv-

ing down wages, destroying working con-

ditions and smashing unions. This is

accompanied by the increasingly hideous

oppression and degradation of the black

and Latino masses in the inner cities.

Speaking of the "racial and class

divides" that "were uncomfortably evi-

dent during the spectacular mass protests

in Seattle and Washington, D.C.," an arti-

cle in the Village Voice (25 July) tilled

“Color Blind" notes:

"While the demonstrations electrified

activists across the country, the fact that

the ranks of protesters were overwhelm-
ingly white has itself sparked protest. As
radical black scholar Robin D. G. Kelly,

puts it, ‘The lack of people of color

involved in these demonstrations is a

crisis'."
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Capitalist Democrats, Republicans:

Parties of Racist Legal Lynching

Free Mumia Abu-JamaI!

Young Spartacus

Revolutionary Contingent at May 13 San Francisco rally called for mobilizing

labor's social power to free Mumia, opposed reliance on racist capitalist

courts and politicians.

Many of those demonstrating outside

the Republican and Democratic Parly

conventions will be there to protest the

threatened execution of black political

prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal. The forces of

racist “law and order" represented by

both these capitalist parties are itching

to see this innocent man strapped to the

execution gurney. Indeed, the same

police-sponsored forces who have been

screaming for his execution have prom-

ised a countermobilization in Philadel-

phia. They want this outspoken fighter

against racist injustice silenced forever,

because they see in Mumia—an eloquent

journalist. MOVE supporter and former

Black Panther Party spokesman—a per-

sonification of defiant opposition to their

system of racist oppression.

The depravity of the racist U.S. ruling

class was in plain view last month with

the execution of Shaka Sankofa (Gary

Graham), a young black man who had

demonstrated overwhelming evidence of

his innocence. In this decaying capitalist

system which offers no future to millions

of inner-city black youth, the death pen-

alty, the mass incarceration of black men
and the elimination of welfare represent

the bourgeoisie’s impulse to genocide.

The death penalty stands at the apex of

the machinery of repression wielded by

the capitalist rulers against workers and

minorities. We oppose the death penalty in

principle—for the guilty as well as the

innocent. We do not accord the capitalist

state the right to decide who shall live and

who shall die.

While supporting all legal actions on

his behalf, since taking up Jamal’s cause

over 13 years ago the Partisan Defense

Committee and Spartacist League have

fought for a strategy centered on mobi-

lizing the power of labor on his behalf.

We demand: Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!

It is hardly surprising that black and

Latino youth are not particularly drawn

by protests against conditions of misery

and poverty in other countries which

never address these same conditions

which are a daily fact of life in the desti-

tute inner cities of this country. For those

who are on the receiving end of terror

and brutality at the hands of the cops, the

idea of the U.S. capitalist state as an

agency of “justice” and “human rights”

is, to say the least, a foreign one. Nor

could anarcho “direct action" in the

streets have a whole lot of appeal for

black and Latino youth who know what

awaits them if they get thrown in jail.

Among some of the organizers of the

protests against the WTO and IMF. a

whole lingo has been developed to alibi

why they don’t address racial oppression

or other “social issues.” They argue that

so-called “identity politics" have been

supplanted and subsumed by the struggle

against the corporate “global economy."

This is simply a convenient, and revolt-

ing, justification for their own view of

the inherent benevolence of the racist

American capitalist state. For the up-

coming protests against the Republican

and Democratic conventions, some are

scrambling to take up issues relevant to

“people of color." But the bottom line of

these protests politically is no different,

that is, to reinforce illusions in the Amer-

ican imperialist state.

The fight against the special oppres-

sion of the black population in the U.S..

the majority of which is forcibly segre-

gated at the bottom of this society, is

central to the destruction of American

imperialism, which is the source of the

depredations against the working people

and oppressed masses of the world. The

defense of immigrant rights is also cru-

cial to breaking down the racial divisions

that are wielded by the capitalist ruling

class to obscure the irreconcilable class

divide between those who labor and the

small minority who live off of the

exploitation of labor.

Many youth who have joined in the

protests against "globalization" see the

working class as their ally. But this

“movement" is being used by liberals like

Nader to reinforce the chains that shackle

the working class to the capitalist system

which is the source of imperialist depre-

dations. Youth who genuinely want to see

an end to the misery produced by capital-

ist imperialism must be won to the under-

standing that the working class is the key

agency for revolutionary change with the

social power to end this system of exploi-

tation and oppression.

The American Imperialist State

Is the Main Enemy
In announcing his candidacy for the

Green Party nomination in February,

Nader declared: “The unconstrained

behavior of big business is subordinating

our democracy to the control of a corpo-

rate plutocracy that knows few self-

imposed limits to the spread of its power

to all sectors of our society.” But the

American state is not “our democracy."

It is the agency of the American capital-

ist class, the primary political/military

instrument of the Wall Street banks and

Fortune 500 corporations.

The men who run these banks and cor-

porations also organize and profit from

the superexploitation of the so-called

Third World. The sweatshops in Indone-

sia. Thailand and El Salvador are sub-

contractors for Nike, Sears and Macy’s.

The government and local capitalists of

Southeast Asia and Latin American owe
tens of billions of dollars to Citicorp.

Chase and other banks—debts which are

repaid out of the blood of the worker and

peasant masses. The core of the Ameri-

can state—the Pentagon military machine

—serves to protect the interests of Amer-
ican capital abroad.

This can be clearly seen in the case

of Mexico. Among its other disastrous

effects, the North American Free Trade

Agreement (NAFTA) meant economic

destruction for Mexican peasant small-

holders who could not compete with the

much cheaper and better-quality produce,

centrally com, imported from the highly

mechanized farms of the American Mid-

west. The very day that NAFTA came
into effect, New Year’s 1994, saw a major

leftist-led peasant uprising in the impov-

erished southern Mexican state of Chia-

pas. The bloody suppression of the upris-

ing was actively aided by the Clinton/

Gore White House. In the first months of

1994, the Pentagon provided the Mexican

army with an additional 3,000 military

vehicles, including armored personnel

carriers, jeeps, trucks and tanks. At the

same time, hundreds of U.S. troops were

sent to Guatemala in the region bordering

Chiapas.

The role of the American military in

Mexico may not be that well-known in

the U.S. But the U.S. -led NATO air war

against Serbia last year was the bloody

face of “human rights” imperialism for

all to see. Most American liberals and

many self-styled leftists supported . to

one degree or another, the Pentagon’s

devastation of this small Balkan country

in the name of “humanitarian" concern

for Kosovar Albanians. It is telling that at

the Seattle anti-WTO protest, held

just months after the war. there was a

deafening silence about this atrocity

committed by the American government

under the Democratic administration of

Clinton/Gore.

The liberal and leftist opponents of

“globalization” not only deny that the

American state is the political instrument

of the American capitalist class. They

now contend that “transnational" corpo-

rations control the world mainly through

international institutions like the IMF and

WTO. Thus "our democracy," in Nader’s

words, is being subverted and threatened.

It is precisely in defense of “American

sovereignty" and economic nationalism

that the left liberal Nader joins hands

with the right-wing demagogue Pat

Buchanan. Fundamentally, both Nader

and Buchanan are classic populists, put-

ting forward a petty-bourgeois appeal

to the "little guy" that big capital can

be controlled through the “democratic"

capitalist state

The idea that the WTO, IMF and

World Bank are powers unto themselves

is both reactionary and absurd. These

international agencies act at the behest

and in the interests of the major capitalist

Abolish the racist death penalty!

This is not the perspective and pur-

pose of the Workers World Party. Social-

ist Action (SA), Refuse & Resist and

sundry others mobilizing for the conven-

tions who promote the deadly illusion

that the capitalist state can be pressured

to act on behalf of the workers and

oppressed This is encapsulated in their

main demand. "New Trial NOW!" Many
of those who have rallied on the streets

for Mumia have been led to believe that

this slogan is identical to the call for his

freedom, because only through a retrial

can he be freed. But a new trial—con-

ducted in the same racist courts that rail-

roaded him to death row—could well

result in a new conviction.

So why do these various "left" groups

call for a new trial? Because they want

to appeal to liberals and bourgeois Dem-
ocratic politicians who oppose uncon-

ditional freedom for Mumia. who is

branded in the capitalist press as a “con-

victed cop killer.” As Solidarity’s Steve

Bloom put it, they want to reach out to

the “American mainstream " This is a

code word for liberals who might support

a new trial because of the blatant bias in

the original one. Such liberals seek to

paint the frame-up of Jamal as a "miscar-

riage of justice” in the same way they try

to pass off the heinous killing of Amadou
Diallo by the New York police as an

"aberration" in an otherwise just system

of “democracy.”

Despite their disclaimers, the liberal

and reformist left groups organizing the

Mumia protests see the Democrats as fun-

damentally different from and better than

their Republican counterparts. Thus the

International Socialist Organization. Rev-

olutionary Communist Party and Workers

World Party have reserved the epithet

continued on page 12

powers, and are in fact largely controlled

by the U.S. And in recent years they

have increasingly become arenas in

which the conflicting interests of Ameri-

can. German and Japanese imperialism

are played out.

As far back as the Communist Mani-

festo of 1848, Karl Marx observed that

the productive forces of capitalism had

outgrown the nation-state forged by the

bourgeoisie during its rise to power. In

his 1916 book Imperialism, the Highest

Stage of Capitalism, written in the throes

of the first interimperialist world war,

Lenin explained that by the beginning of

the 20th century the global economy had

become dominated by a small number of

developed imperialist states representing

different gangs of capitalists, organized

in giant industrial monopolies, trusts and

banks, fighting among themselves over

who gets to loot the rest of the world.

Particularly since the destruction of the

Soviet Union in 1991-92, there has been

a sharp escalation of such interimperialist

rivalries, as evidenced in the breakup of

the Seattle WTO talks and the moves by

Germany and Japan to build up their mil-

itary strength vis-tl-vis the United States.

Rather than fighting to shatter illu-

sions in U.S. imperialism and the capi-

talist state, the reformist left reinforces

these illusions by pushing the lie that the

inequalities that thrive under capitalism

can be eliminated short of workers revo-

lution. As we wrote in “IMF Protests:

Beware the Fraud of ‘Human Rights’

Imperialism!” ( VW No. 734, 21 April):

“The eradication of the poverty, racism

and war endemic to capitalism can only

be accomplished by the one revolution-

ary class in this society, the working
class. Because of its central role in cap-

italist production, the proletariat as a

class has the power to sweep away the

capitalist system and lay the foundations

of a socialist society—based on an inter-

national planned economy providing

material abundance for all This requires

the instrumentality of a revolutionary

workers party to render the proletariat

conscious of its historic tasks and lead it

in revolutionary struggle against the

exploiters. That is the purpose of the

Spartacist League and Spartacus Youth

Clubs. Join us!"«
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Not One Vote for the PRI, PAN or PRO!

For the Political Independence
of the Proletariat!

Forge a Leninist-Trotskyist

Workers Party!

Ruben R Ramirez

Militant women strikers at RCA Thomson maquiladora plant in Ciudad Juarez,

February 1995.

We reprint below excerpts from a spe-

cial supplement to Hspartaco (June 2000),

newspaper ofthe Grupo Espartaquisla de

Mexico.

Mexico is at the point of social explo-

sion. The corporatist stranglehold which

the PRI
|
Institutional Revolutionary

Party] has exercised over the Mexican

workers and peasants for over half a cen-

tury is crumbling in the face of growing

social discontent. For the first time the

rule of the parly which has run the coun-

try since the Mexican Revolution is really

challenged, but there is no major party

ESPARTACO
which challenges capitalist rule or offers

a road forward for (he working class The

PRI. the PAN | National Action Party], the

PRD (Party of the Democratic Revolution!

and their hangers-on all seek to deflect

seething working-class unrest through the

trap of bourgeois nationalism, pretending

to erase the fundamental division of soci-

ety between the capitalist exploiters and

the working people who create the wealth

but are denied the fruits of their labor.

The essential backdrop to the political

turmoil in Mexico is the North American

Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and the

intensification of IMF-imposed measures

of austerity: the privatization of the banks

and the telephone system, attacks on

public education, against social security,

the devastation of agriculture, increased

taxes, increasing attacks on trade unions

and a fall of 70 percent in the standard of

living of the working class. As we staled

in a joint declaration of the Trotskyist

League of Canada, Spartacist League/

U.S. and the Grupo Espartaquisla de

Mexico against NAFTA in 1991: “Yankee

imperialism wants to turn Mexico into a

giant maquiladora, or free trade zone

—

'free’ of unions, and ‘free’ for capital. Far

from ‘freeing’ trade internationally, the

pact is aimed at setting up a private hunt-

ing preserve for the American imperialist

bourgeoisie, their Canadian junior part-

ners and their lackeys in the Mexican rul-

ing class." Down with NAFTA, U.S.

imperialist free-trade rape of Mexico!

According to the World Bank, between
54 and 58 percent of Mexicans live in a

situation of “poverty’’ or “ultra-poverty."

Meanw hile the stock exchange is up over

4,000 percent over the last 20 years. The
peasantry is being ruined by competition

with more efficient American agribusi-

ness; the Zapatistas IEZLN] continue to

control part of Chiapas while the Army
and PFP (Federal Preventive Police] are

massing for an assault, this time insisting

that Chiapas has supposedly become a

major highway for drug traffic from Cen-

tral America. We say: Hands off the

EZLN! Army/PFP out of Chiapas!

The capitalist press insists noisily on

the “democratic transition" as the solu-

tion to the evils that affect Mexican soci-

ety. But no fundamental change in society

can come about through an electoral vote.

At the root of poverty in Mexico, as in the

rest of the so-called “Third World," is a

world capitalist economy dominated by a

few imperialist banks and corporations

centered in the United States. Europe and

Japan. The Mexican ruling class acts as

junior partners to the imperialist colossus

to the north. And all the capitalist par-

ties—PRI, PRD, PAN. PARM, PVEM,
Democracia Social, etc.—agree on the

defense of the capitalist system of pro-

duction for profit, which necessarily

means to maximize the profits of the

imperialists and their local bourgeois

lackeys through the sweat and blood of

the Mexican toiling masses. They only

argue about what is the best mixture of

lies, repression and social reaction to use

in establishing a new facade for their bru-

tal system of exploitation of “cheap”

Mexican labor.

There is no choice for the proletariat

in this electoral farce. The GEM, Mexi-

can section of the International Commu-
nist League (Fourth Internationalist) fol-

lows the same position Trotsky outlined

in the journal Clave on the 1939 Mexi-

can presidential elections:

"Some readers ask us what is the policy

of our journal in the presidential cam-
paign. We answer Our journal docs not

take part in the struggle of candidacies.

It is not due. of course, to (he anarchist

prejudice against participation in poli-

tics.... No. We are for the more active

participation in politics by the workers.

But for independent participation In

Mexico, at present, there is no workers

party, no union developing independent

class politics and capable of pushing an
independent candidacy. Under these con-

ditions, (he only thing we can do is limit

ourselves to Marxist propaganda and to

the preparation of the future independent

parly of the Mexican proletariat .*'

—"Clave and the Election

Campaign," Clave No. 6,

March 1939

The task of communists is to tight for

the political independence of the proletar-

iat, and today this means fighting against

the widespread illusions among the work-

ing class that the PRD represents some
kind of “lesser evil" to the PRI and the

clerical-reactionary PAN The GEM and

the ICL fight to forge the revolutionary

workers party capable of leading the pro-

letariat to the seizure of state power, in

Mexico and around the world.

For Permanent Revolution!

In countries of belated capitalist devel-

opment like Mexico, the national bour-

geoisie is too weak and tied by a thousand

strings to imperialism; it fears the threat

the proletariat and oppressed masses pose

to its private property much more than it

desires to free itself from the imperialist

yoke. Therefore, the bourgeoisie cannot

resolve the burning democratic demands

of the masses—such as the land question,

political democracy, national liberation

—

formerly associated with bourgeois revo-

lutions such as the French Revolution.

But capitalism creates its own gravedig-

ger, the proletariat, the force capable of

accomplishing the democratic tasks, but

only on condition that it draw behind

it the peasants and other oppressed

masses and establish its own class dicta-

torship. abolishing the system of capital-

ist exploitation.

The GEM fights to build the revolu-

tionary Trotskyist party in Mexico today

to raise the working class to the con-

sciousness of its historic task. In the pro-

cess of mobilizing around its own inter-

ests, the working class must struggle for

a thoroughgoing agrarian revolution, for

the establishment of political liberties, for

an end to the horrendous oppression of

the indigenous, for free public education

and for an end to the imperialist yoke

which sucks the lifeblood from the work-

ers and peasants. In this, its ally is

not some mythical "anti-imperialist” sec-

tion of the bourgeoisie, but the powerful

U.S. proletariat, as well as workers and

oppressed throughout the Americas. A
victorious socialist revolution in Mexico

could not stand alone against the imperi-

alist armies of the United States; it would

of necessity have to seek to extend itself

to the major imperialist centers, appeal-

ing to the proletariat to throw out their

own capitalist exploiters.

No Illusions in the
Bourgeois-Nationalist PRD!

The main obstacle to the acquisition of

revolutionary consciousness by the work-

ing class is bourgeois nationalism

—

which pretends to erase all class divisions

in society—and illusions in its princi-

pal exponent: the PRD of Cuauhtemoc

Cardenas.

A slew of opportunists, revisionists

and centrists continue to aid Cdrdenas’

attempt to keep the Mexican working

masses corralled behind the dead end of

nationalist populism by painting his PRD
in "progressive” colors. Among the most

ardent are the self-proclaimed Trotskyists

of the Militante group, who have been

buried in the PRD for years. On May Day
they appeared with a headline reading:

“PRD: Victory Will Be Assured Only
with Militant and Truly Left Politics"

—

advising Cdrdenas how to best deceive

the working class! Unable to defend

their role as PRD lackeys in front of their

own young militants, they violently

assaulted members of the GEM. The cru-

cial question for the socialist revolution

in Mexico is the fight for the class inde-

pendence of the proletariat and we Spar-

tacists uniquely fight for that. Militanle’s

physical violence [see "Gangsterism in

the Service of the PRD,” VVVNo. 736, 19

May] is a desperate attempt to cover up
their excruciating contradiction: they are

continued on page 14

NOTICE
Workers Vanguard skips
alternate issues in June,

July and August.

Our next issue will

be dated August 25.

David Aleman

Imperialist investment in Mexico has led to huge growth of proletariat in

vehicle assembly and other heavy industries.
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Los Angeles:
Popular strike

last spring by
overwhelmingly
Latino janitors,

part of growing
component of

immigrant workers
in American labor

movement.

Mexico...
(continuedfrom page I

)

and PRD. Fox, who was guided by former

Clinton campaign adviser Dick Morris,

subsequently took pains to downplay
both his reactionary Catholic clericalism

and his free-market schemes, telling the

Mexico City daily La Jornada, “In the

end, the one who governs is Vicente Fox,

not the PAN!" Fox claimed that he had no

plans to privatize the electrical, oil and

petrochemical industries and vowed to

uphold the secularism embodied in the

constitution He also toned down his rants

that schools should teach Catholic “val-

ues," his virulent opposition to abortion

and his condemnation of homosexuality

as "a degenerate act which goes against

human nature."

Since 1938, when President LiSzaro

Cardenas (father of the PRD leader)

nationalized the oil industry, any poli-

tician advocating selling it off would

have been committing political suicide,

accused of being a
"
vendepatrias" (seller

of the fatherland) and provoking the

powerful oil workers union. The national-

ization of oil was met with enormous

pressure from the imperialists, including

a boycott of Mexican oil exports, aimed

at restoring their holdings. Writing from

his Mexican exile, Russian revolutionary

Leon Trotsky wrote in defense of the

expropriations by the Cardenas regime:

"Wilhout succumbing to illusions and
without fear of slander, the advanced
workers will completely support the

Mexican people in their struggle against

the imperialists The expropriation of oil

is neither socialism nor communism.
But it is a highly progressive measure of

national self-defense."

— "Mexico and British

Imperialism" (June 1938)

At the same time. Trotsky stressed. “The

international proletariat has no reason to

identify its program with the program of

the Mexican government."

Ever since then, the PEMEX oil

monopoly—Mexico’s largest company,

estimated to be worth some $40 billion,

and the linchpin of the country's econ-

omy—has been the target of imperialist

designs. Only days after Fox’s election,

he justified the faith of his Wall Street

patrons by announcing his intention to

introduce legislation to scrap restrictions

on the full privatization of petrochemical

plants and to open up PEMEX and CFE
(Federal Commission of Electricity) to

private initiative.

Moves to denationalize oil and elec-

tricity could detonate an explosion among
workers in those industries, whose PRI-

affiliated unions have kept them in check

up to now. Following the elections, the

corporal ist Mexican Labor Federation

(CTM) and Congress of Labor (CT),

which have long served as key props of

PRI rule, announced the formation of a

"front of unions" including the National

Workers Union (LINT) federation, the

SME electricians and other unions not

affiliated with the PRI

Fox’s victory has raised expectations

particularly among Mexico’s desperate

petty bourgeoisie. Fox campaigned by

promising he would wipe out crime and

corruption, improve the country's infra-

structure, double spending on education

and provide better health care Fie

spouted utopian visions of eliminating

wage differentials between the U.S. and

Mexico through developing industry—
conveniently overlooking the boot that

U.S. imperialism has firmly planted on

the neck of the very dependent Mexican

bourgeoisie A corollary of the subordi-

nate interdependence of the Mexican

economy with that of the U.S is that any

economic dislocation north of the border

will impact with great severity on Mex-

ico, with disastrous effect on the living

conditions of working people and the

poor.

The free marketeer Fox is a stalwart

supporter of NAFTA In a country where

real wages have plummeted 75 percent in

the last 12 years, the implementation of

NAFTA in 1994 has widened the gap

between rich and poor in Mexico more
than in any other Latin American coun-

try. With the products of American

agribusiness flooding Mexican markets,

the already impoverished peasantry has

been ruined. Malnutrition, disease and

illiteracy are on the rise, especially in

the less-industrialized south. Fox's vision

of a North American common market

encompassing Canada, the U.S. and Mex-
ico, if implemented, would be a garage

sale for U.S. capital to further loot

the Mexican economy. His populist-

sounding schemes are to be financed

through increased imperialist investment

and “reforms” eliminating exemptions on

sales taxes that benefit the poor

Fox’s victory underscores the crucial

need to mobilize the Mexican proletariat

in defense of the rights of women, whose
vicious oppression is reinforced by the

grip of the Catholic church on the society,

particularly in the countryside. Immedi-

ately following the election, the Mexican

Episcopal Conference, an organization ol

lop Catholic clerics, announced it would

"take advantage of Fox’s triumph" to

push for religious teachings in the public

schools, while the anti-abortion bigots of

Pro Vida have called for legislation forc-

ing pregnant teenagers to get married

The ban on abortion, which is also sup-

ported by a section of the PRD leader-

ship, leads to the deaths of thousands of

women each year as a result of botched

illegal operations. At the same time,

women have become an increasingly sig-

nificant component of the proletariat in

recent years, with 35 percent of all

women of working age now in the labor

force In the foreign-owned maquiladora

plants, young women compose as much
as 90 percent of the workforce.

Accompanying attacks on women is

the anti-gay bigotry prevalent in Mexico.

With homosexuality perceived as a threat

to the patriarchal family, especially in

this Catholic country, anyone assumed it)

be gay can be targeted for brutal beatings

and even murder. Declaring AIDS to he

a gay disease, the church has cam-

paigned against condom use, condemn-

ing possibly millions of young men and

women to death. Even ostensible leftists

frequently hurl anti-gay slurs Against

such bigotry, the GEM champions the

democratic rights of homosexuals and

calls for free abortion on demand as part

of our program for women's liberation

through socialist revolution

For Revolutionary
Internationalism!

Whoever occupies the presidential pal-

ace is sitting atop a volcano of social dis-

content. As evidence of the turmoil in

Mexican society, in February villagers in

Hidalgo state seized 68 cops who had

violently raided a teachers college occu-

pied by student strikers.

The electoral loss of the PRI, which

had managed the bourgeois state through

highly centralized bonapartist rule, will

only add to the instability of (he gov-

ernment. Despite its loss, the PRI still

controls the governorships of 19 of

Mexfco’s 32 states. Though it won the

presidency and has become the largest

parly in the legislature, the PAN did not

capture a majority in the Senate or

House of Deputies The PRD captured

the mayoral election of Mexico City, the

second most important executive post in

the country, although the PAN now dom-
inates the city legislature To implement

his policies. Fox will have to find bloc-

partners among either the PRI or PRD
legislators.

Not surprisingly. Fox immediately

announced he has no intention of purg-

ing the government bureaucracy—a huge

apparatus ol 3.5 million civil servants

whose power, prestige and very jobs

depended on PRI rule—and plans io co-

opt prominent PRIistas into his cabinet

Fox also announced plans to make the

country's police forces more “efficient.”

including by creating a Ministry of

Security and Justice modeled on the

American FBI. Ten days after the elec-

tion, Fox met with Mexican secretary of

defense Enrique Cervantes and naval

secretary Lorenzo Franco to map out

plans to deal with the EZLN and EPR
guerrilla insurgencies.

Attacks on the unions, peasants,

women and others by Fox, who is openly

identified with the U.S. imperialist blood-

suckers. will serve to spark renewed

nationalist sentiments and will particu-

larly feed illusions in the PRD, which is

painted by the bulk of the Mexican left as

a "left" alternative to the PAN and PRI

The PRD was formed in the late 1980s

continued on page 12
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clerical measures associated with Mexican Revolution. Banner reads: “Long
Live Christ the King.”
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Workers protest threat to privatize electricity companies. Union tops derail

class struggle through nationalism tying workers to Mexican bourgeoisie.

Mexico...
(continued from page 1 1

)

after Cdrdenas. a principal leader of the

PRI. split from the ruling party. In 1994,

the PRD. which supported the imposition

of NAFTA, solidarized with the federal

government’s attack on the Zapatista

insurgents. When the Mexican economy

crashed in 1995. impelling tens of thou-

sands of workers into the streets to defend

their living standards, the PRD joined the

PAN and PRI in a pact to stabilize the

government. Cardenas appealed to the

Clinton government tor a bailout which

was subsequently adopted, giving the

U S. virtual control over the Mexican

economy.
For many UNAM militants, illusions

in Cardenas were crushed when the

PRD-run Mexico City government un-

leashed its riot cops in brutal assaults on

the student strikers. The PRD subse-

quently claimed to defend the student

strikers against PRI repression But when

Cdrdenas made a campaign speech at

UNAM in June, several hundred angry

students protested by shouting. "Carde-

nas out of UNAM!" Although Cardenas

initially announced the PRD's refusal to

collaborate with a PAN government, a

Reuters (23 July) dispatch on a PRD
leadership meeting reports that "Carde-

nas changed his tune on Fox" and “said

the PRD had to work with the PAN in

Congress.”

To mobilize the powerful Mexican pro-

letariat against their exploiters and

oppressors requires a political struggle

against all wings of bourgeois national-

ism. which binds the workers to the Mex-

ican bourgeoisie. The urgent needs of

Mexico’s impoverished workers and

peasants—for agrarian revolution, educa-

tion. health care, jobs—cannot be ful-

filled by the corrupt and venal Mexican

capitalist class, which is completely

beholden to U S. imperialism. To fulfill

these tasks requires the Trotskyist pro-

gram of permanent revolution: the seizure

of power by the Mexican proletariat,

opening the road to socialist revolution

throughout the Americas, particularly the

imperialist heartland of the U.S.

Fundamental to the nationalism pushed

by the Mexican left is the lie that the U.S.

working class cannot be mobilized in

struggle against the American imperial-

ist rulers. In fact, the struggles of the

Mexican and U.S. proletariat are closely

interlinked, including through the agency

of the Mexican immigrant workers who

along with other immigrants comprise

a growing and militant section of the

American working class. The Spartacist

League/U.S. fights for full citizenship

rights for all immigrants and calls for

aggressive union organizing of immi-

grant workers. This requires a struggle to

oust the American labor bureaucracy,

whose class collaboration is exemplified

by its historic ties to the capitalist Demo-

cratic Party. The labor tops’ chauvinist

protectionist appeals are poison to class

struggle at home and to international

labor solidarity. We fight to forge the rev-

olutionary workers party needed to smash

U.S. imperialism from within, through

proletarian revolution.

ISO for

Nader...
(continuedfrom page 6)

unless pushed—and he won't draw a

sharp line to divide himself from the

right-wing Reform Party campaign of

Pat Buchanan." Indeed, when it comes
to protectionism and China-bashing,

Nader simply presents the liberal face of

Buchanan’s poisonous economic national-

ism. Even liberal columnist Anthony

Lewis, in a cynical piece to drum up sup-

port for Al Gore, noted in a letter to Nader

published in the New York Times (8 July):

“Your protectionist stance has put you

in bed with some of the most reaction-

ary forces in this country. You are a twin

of Pat Buchanan on the issue." The con-

gruence between Nader and Buchanan
when it comes to pushing economic

nationalism and the sovereign power of

the U.S. imperialist state leaves little

room for even making a pretense of

addressing those who are ground under

the boot of racist American capitalism at

home.

Nader studiously avoids mention of

racial oppression because it doesn't lit

with his promotion of the U.S. imperialist

state as an agency for "democracy" In

his Green Party nomination acceptance

speech on June 25. Nader patriotically

opined: "The WTO undermines our legit-

imate local, state and national sovereign-

ties which enable America to lead the

way in worker, consumer, environmental

standards." In fact, U.S. imperialism is

the most vicious exploiter of labor and

the biggest enemy of the working people

and oppressed masses of the world.

The ISO shares Nader’s outlook of

government reform to give murderous

U.S. imperialism a more “human” face by

hawking the lie that imperialism can be

pressured to be a force for “democracy"

internationally. When U.S. imperialism

led the NATO aerial war against Serbia

last year under the pretext of "protecting"

Kosovar Albanians, the ISO was begging

U.S. imperialism to send “aid" to Kosovo

rather than bombs. We called for the

defeat of U.S. imperialism through work-

ers revolution and the defense of Serbia

against the NATO bombers without giving

one iota of political support to the Serb

nationalist Milosevic regime.

Nader’s campaign is the political ex-

pression of the so-called “spirit of Seat-

tle"—protectionism, China-bashing and

the revolting promotion of U.S. imperial-

ism as a vehicle for bringing aid to the

world's downtrodden. Tens of thousands

of youth demonstrated in Seattle and

Washington, propelled by revulsion

against hideous poverty and oppression

which they perceive as being the creation

of “globalization." But the myth of a new
"global economy" is designed to obscure

the central role of U.S. imperialism as

the source of poverty, war and oppres-

sion around the globe. The WTO and

IMF are not powers unto themselves but

act in the interests of the major capitalist

powers. Imperialism is not a set of bad

policies which can be reformed. It is the

highest stage of capitalism where impe-

rialist states like the U.S. compete for

world domination, fighting among each

other over who gets to loot the rest of the

world.

Perceiving that many youth are

attracted to the Nader campaign, the ISO
does not challenge their illusions but

rather caters to and reinforces them. If

you want to fight to end the capitalist

system of exploitation, war and racial

oppression, don’t buy into the electoral

game being sold to you by Nader and his

ISO backers which is aimed at corralling

disaffected youth behind the Democratic

Party. We say: Break with the Demo-
cratic Party of war and racism! No vote

for Nader! Join with us in fighting to

build the revolutionary workers party to

overthrow the rule of capitalist imperial-

ism and build an egalitarian socialist

society!*

Jamal...
(continuedfrom page 9)

“Executioners’ Ball" for the Republican

National Convention but not for the Dem-
ocratic conclave in L A. A leaflet put out

by the L A Coalition to Stop the Exe-

cution of Mumia Abu-Jamal raised the

slogan "Call the Democrats to Account!”

—as if the Democrats could be made
accountable to the working class and
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black oppressed. No less than the G.O.P.,

the Democratic Party is accountable only

to Wall Street bankers and Fortune 500
CEOs.
The chairman of the Democratic Na-

tional Convention is Ed Rendell, a former

Philadelphia D A. who was personally

and directly accountable for the racist

frame-up of Mumia. Some of the groups

organizing the L.A. protest are calling

on the Democrats to remove Rendell from

his prestigious position at the conven-

tion Who are they calling upon to remove

Rendell? Clinton and Gore’s 1992 and

1996 White House campaigns strongly

supported the death penalty, with Clin-

ton Hying back to Arkansas during the

1992 race to personally oversee the

execution of a brain damaged black man.

Gore chose the week before Sankofa’s

execution to reaffirm his support to ihe

death penalty, intoning. "Mistakes are

inevitable.”

Striking a pose in opposition to the

bourgeois parties. Socialist Action (July

2000) slates that "it is really hopeless to

look for abolition of the death penally

from either of the two ruling parties."

While on paper SA says ii doesn’t sup-

port the Democrats, these reformists

have been instrumental in adopting and

pushing the "new trial" slogan whose
very purpose is to subordinate demon-
strations in defense of Mumia to what is

acceptable to liberal Democratic politi-

cians. This class-collaborationist strategy

is counterposed to mobilizing labor’s

power in the fight for Mumia’s freedom.

Unions representing millions of work-

ers around the world have expressed their

support for Jamal's cause. In the U.S.,

there is strong sympathy particularly

among black workers with Mumia's fight.

The labor bureaucracy has in its own way
been forced to respond to this pressure

from its base. For example, the California

Labor Federation convention on July 18

adopted a resolution calling "upon the

President of the United States to intercede

and order a new trial" for Mumia. Mumia
will never be freed by appealing to bour-

geois politicians for “justice."

In the fight to free Mumia. we stand for

a class-struggle strategy—for protest

strikes and other militant labor-centered

actions against the capitalists and their

state. In seeking to mobilize the unions in

Jamal’s defense, we aim to suffuse the

working class with the consciousness of

its historic interests in fighting for all of

labor and the oppressed against the entire

capitalist system. As a strategic compo-
nent of the proletariat, black workers
will play a key role in the socialist revo-

lution which is needed to root out racial

oppression*
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Beware Fraud of "Human Rights "
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Cliffites...
(continuedfrom page 5)

the height of the racist frenzy against

immigrants instigated by Labour and

Tory leaders, Livingstone denounced

Roma (Gypsies) and promised to employ

more cops to clear beggars off the streets.

For its part, the LSA pleads for “an end

to the racism and corruption of the

Metropolitan police," a backhanded way
of giving anti-racist credentials to the

racist Labour government, implying that

whitewash inquiries can end racism in

the cops.

SWP’s Support to British

Troops in Ireland

Revolutionaries in Britain have a spe-

cial responsibility to oppose British im-

perialism in Northern Ireland. We call for

the unconditional, immediate withdrawal

of British troops from Northern Ireland

and fight for a proletarian internationalist

perspective of workers revolution against

British imperialism, the Orange Statelet

in the North and the clericalist state in the

South. From the time it was first mooted

we have opposed all illusions in Labour’s

imperialist "peace" deal, which is a fraud

and is premised on the British Army pres-

ence remaining in place.

Not so the SWP. Its press carries head-

lines such as “Peace Hopes Now Under

Threat in Northern Ireland” and whines:

“The Tories, their press and the Unionist

bigots must not be allowed to wreck the

peace" (Socialist Worker, 4 September

1999). When the Labour government

(including Tony Benn) sent the troops

into Northern Ireland in 1969, the SWP
supported it. For years they have denied

this, lyingly claiming that it’s all just a

fabrication by the Spartacists. Tony

Cliff's autobiography, however, brazenly

admits it:

“The editorial in Socialist Worker of 1

1

September 1969 said:

" Defend The Barricadcs/No Peace Until

Stormont Goes'
'"The breathing space provided by the

presence of British troops is short but

vital. Those who call for the immediate

withdrawal of the troops before the men
behind the barricades can defend them-

selves are inviting a pogrom.'

"The moment the honeymoon between
the troops and the Catholic population

came to an end, early in 1970, we then

raised the slogan ‘Troops Out' as a cen-

tral demand.”
— A World to Win, Tony Cliff

(2000) [emphasis ours)

Hardly a “central demand," as the SWP’s
pro-“peace hoax" propaganda proves, it is

used by the Cliffites when expeditious.

Thus, in the “Where We Stand” column

of the Irish Cliffite newspaper there is a

Dearborn
Protest...
(continuedfrom page 2)

image of American capitalism by curb-

ing its excesses.

Appeals by Sharplon, Jackson and

others for "justice” from ihe agencies

of capitalist injustice are designed to

delude black people and all opponents of

racist cop terror. The cops cannot be

“reformed." They cannot be "controlled

by the community." There will be no end

to police brutality short of the destruc-

tion of the capitalist system of exploita-

tion and racist oppression which the cops

and security guards are paid to serve.

Dearborn is directly adjacent to over-

whelmingly black Detroit and is the site

of the huge Ford River Rouge complex, a

concentration of integrated union power.

The tremendous power of the working

class in this region was seen in the 1998

Flint strike which shut down the General

Motors empire. Labor’s power must be

mobilized in protest against cop terror as

part of the fight for black liberation. As

New York seethed over Diallo’s killing,

we wrote in “Beware Democratic Party

call for troops out. But where it is not so

popular to take this position—and where

it counts to take it—no such call appears

in the British paper. Now that the SWP is

cosying up to Tommy Sheridan’s Scottish

Socialist Party (SSP), a social-chauvinist

outfit notorious for embracing [fascistic

Loyalist killer] Billy Hutchinson of the

Ulster Volunteer Force and for its refusal

to call for the withdrawal of the troops, it

might not be expeditious, either.

Labour Reformism,
National Chauvinism and
Parliamentary Cretinism

The 1 April Rover demonstration

in Birmingham, built by the trade-

union bureaucracy and supported by

Tony Blair, was characterised by flag-

waving social-patriotism. The bureau-

crats’ answer to the threatened job mas-

sacre was to call for “Save British

manufacturing industry!" and "Save Brit-

ish Jobs!" thus lining up the workers with

their “own” ruling class. As we said at the

time: “Until such time as workers revolu-

tion rips it from their hands, British

industry belongs to the bloodsucking cap-

italists. The working class has no coun-

try!” (Workers Hammer No. 172, Spring

2000). The SWP built and supported the

demonstration. Thousands of their plac-

ards saying “Save Our Jobs/Occupy,

Organise, Fight for the Right to Work/

Renationalise Rover Now!" mixed freely

with Union Jacks and other symbols

of racist British imperialism, as well

as placards giving vent to blatant anti-

German chauvinism such as "We Won
Two World Wars—Let’s Win the Third."

Indeed, while the demonstration reflected

Hustlers—Enemies of Labor. Blacks"

(WV No. 710, 2 April 1999):

“The mass outrage against the cops does

need an organized political expression.

Not one aimed at strengthening the hand
of the Democrats, the political tool of the

very capitalist rulers whose interests the

cops ‘serve and protect,' but one which

provides a proletarian class axis that can

weld the social power of the multiracial

working class to the anger ot the inner

city through mass labor-centered protest

against cop terror.”

A protest based on the social power of

organized labor would make the cops

and security guards think twice before

dispensing their terror. More impor-

tantly, it would serve to imbue the work-

ing class with the understanding that its

interests are inseparably linked to the

fight for black freedom. But such a pro-

gram requires breaking the chains forged

by the trade-union bureaucracy that bind

labor’s power to the capitalist class

enemy through the agency of the Demo-
cratic Party. We fight to build a revolu-

tionary workers party that represents the

class interests of the multiracial proletar-

iat, championing the cause of black free-

dom and the rights of all the oppressed

in the fight for a workers government.

For black liberation through socialist

revolution!*

anger and bitterness against BMW and

the government, its political perspective

was so alien to the actual interests of the

working class that it had the full support

of the Birmingham Evening Mail, an anti-

trade-union rag.

For the SWP, which did not mention

the patriotic character of the demonstra-

tion, eulogising it rather as “The great

jobs revolt”: “There were many brilliant

things about Saturday’s march—like the

fact that the Nazi National Front were

turned away from joining the march by

car workers stewarding the demonstra-

tion." Members of the SWP might ask

themselves what they're doing building

and supporting a demonstration that the

NF wanted to join! (Twenty years ago.

following the defeat of the steel strike, the

fascist National Front marched through

Corby on the slogan "British jobs for

British workers.”)

In contrast to the nationalist demagogy
pushed by the bureaucrats who have pre-

sided over the jobs massacre, we advo-

cate a class-struggle fight for jobs and

better working conditions across national

boundaries, which will necessarily chal-

lenge the entire capitalist system. Marx

and Engels observed over 150 years ago

that capitalism created a world market

and in so doing laid the basis for proletar-

ian internationalism. German workers

face attacks from Schroder’s Social

Democrats much as workers in Britain

face from Blair. Throughout Europe, the

strategic task for revolutionaries is to

win workers to the understanding of the

need for a complete break with the social

democracy.

Trotsky aptly described social democ-

racy as “the acceptance of a reformist

opposition activity within the framework

of bourgeois society and an adaptation to

its legality—i.e., the actual training of

the masses to become imbued with the

inviolability of the bourgeois state" (Les-

sons of October [1924]). He could have

been writing about the SWP and ISO
today. While in Britain, the SWP’s "all

the way with the LSA” is of a piece, in

the U.S., the ISO has assigned the vast

majority of its people to work in its

Campaign to End the Death Penalty.

While you can read in the ISO's Interna-

tional Socialist Review (Spring 1999)

that the ISO finds it “surprising that

many opponents of the death penalty

look to Democratic politicians as allies

in the struggle to abolish capital punish-

ment," in fact the ISO does just that! A
25 May posting by one "Armand" in the

recent welter of Internet traffic provoked

by the ISO’s fracture with the SWP
made clear just how much:

"People are so horrified that innocent

people are being killed that they are

ready to begin discussing abolition. But

the ISO leadership instructed members
NOT to argue for the abolitionist posi-

tion in the interests of standing on 'com-
mon ground' with supporters of the death

penalty on the question of the ‘morator-

ium.’ This took the form of a concrete
slogan raised by the ISO 'Moratorium
Now, Abolition Next.'...

"It is transforming our meager forces

into the ground troops of Democratic-

Workers Hammer

Cliffite placard at April demonstration of British Rover auto workers reads:

"Turn Birmingham into Seattle.” SWP actively built chauvinist protectionist

mobilization.

Party hacks like Jesse Jackson and oth-

ers. collecting signatures for their peti-

tion on moratorium."

Indeed, at a Chicago "town hall" meet-

ing in May, Campaign spokesman Alice

Kim sounded just like the Illinois Repub-

lican governor Ryan (who imposed a

moratorium on executions) when she

said: “There shouldn’t be a death pen-

alty if there's any chance that inno-

cent people can be executed” (Socialist

Worker [U.S.], 26 May). Meanwhile,

aping the "fight the right” line pursued

by the Stalinist Communist Party for

decades, the ISO's Socialist Worker runs

screaming headlines like “The Bush

Brothers’ Killing Machine" (21 January)

and “Bush’s Killing Machine” (26 May)

while consigning the occasional criticism

of the Democrats to small print. In fact.

Socialist Worker has devoted its efforts

to enthusiastically touting Democratic

Party politicians like Wisconsin Senator

Russ Feingold. The 20 March Internal

Discussion Bulletin boasts that “Jesse

Jackson, Jr. is helping the Campaign”

and that Feingold "contacted the Cam-
paign in his effort to prepare legislation

for a ban on the death penalty for federal

crimes.”

As we wrote in “Death Penalty: Bar-

barism U.S.A.” ( Workers Vanguard No.

737, 2 June):

"We oppose the death penalty for the

guilty as well as the innocent. We do not

accord the state the right to decide who
shall live and who shall die. We welcome
the Illinois moratorium, however brief it

may be. and any other measure curtailing

state-sanctioned murder, just as we
oppose all moves to expand and intensify

the repressive powers of the capitalist

state. Nothing short of a workers revolu-

tion will do away with the capitalist

state, which is a machinery of organized

violence to defend the rule of the capital-

ist exploiters against those whom they

exploit and oppress."

In its work on the death penalty, as else-

where. far from advancing the struggle

for socialism, the ISO serves to reinforce

the grip of bourgeois consciousness

—

and in particular of the capitalist Demo-
cratic Party as a “lesser evil"—on those

it influences.

Organisational Methods Serve
Political Purpose
The difference between the Cliffite

organisations and the sections of the

democratic-centralist International Com-
munist League is, to put it plainly, the

difference between reform and revolu-

tion. The lack of international demo-
cratic-centralism in the SWP’s “interna-

tional socialist tendency" has been the

subject of recent internal discussion. As
James P. Cannon explained:

“Democratic-centralism has no special

virtue per se. It is the specific principle

of a combat party, united by a single pro-

gram, which aims to lead a revolution.

Social Democrats have no need of such a

system of organization for the simple

reason that they have no intention of

organizing a revolution."—“Leninist Organization

Principles" (3 April 1953),

reprinted in Speeches to the

Party (1973)

While the SWP and ISO seek to tinker

with the existing machinery of the capi-

talist system, veering from this “alli-

ance" to that “campaign." trotting after

the Livingstones and Jesse Jacksons, we
seek to build the Leninist vanguard party

capable of leading the working class in

smashing capitalism and establishing a

workers government—the dictatorship of

the proletariat.

We stand for unconditional military

defence of China. Cuba, Vietnam and

North Korea just as we fought to the bit-

ter end from Berlin to Moscow in defence

of the gains of October. In our fight for

new Octobers, we are guided by Trotsky’s

injunction, made in the last major polit-

ical battle of his life against those who
would turn their back on defence of the

USSR:
“It is the duty of revolutionists to defend
every conquest of the working class even
though it may be distorted by the pres-

sure of hostile forces. Those who cannot
defend old positions will never conquer
new ones."— In Defense of Marxism (1 940)*
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Espartaco...
(continuedfrom page 10)

Military police mobilized against peasants in Chiapas, August 1999. PRD leader Cardenas with EZLN guerrilla leader

Marcos. While petty-bourgeois Zapatistas look to PRD as force for “democracy,” Cardenas supported government’s

bloody 1994 crackdown in Chiapas.

a group which prelends lo be Trotskyist

yet serves as the donkey workers for a not

even very leftist bourgeois party. Such

actions prove that Militante may be of

some service to its bourgeois masters in

the PRD. but in no way serves the inter-

ests of the working class.

Some workers and students will

undoubtedly remember the role of the

so-called “Coalici6n Socialista" of the

Partido Obrero Socialista (POS) and

Liga de Unidad Socialista (LUS) during

the UNAM strike last July, when they

served as the direct agents of the PRD,

trying to sell out the strike just when it

was gaining the active support of thou-

sands of workers. Today the Coalicibn

Socialista (CS) is running the pathetic

Aguilar Mora as an “independent” write-

in candidate for president. There is noth-

ing either “independent” or “socialist"

about the CS campaign. Manuel Aguilar

Mora’s LUS is a remnant of the fake-

Trotskyist Partido Revolucionario de los

Trabajadores (PRT), which virtually liq-

uidated itself into Cdrdenas’ campaign in

1994, while the POS ran a campaign to

“vote EZLN" which was nothing but a

backhanded way of supporting Cardenas,

as the EZLN itself called for a vote to

anyone except the PRI!

And then there are the centrists of the

Internationalist Group (IG), formed by a

handful of defectors from our organiza-

tion. Demoralized by the triumph of

counterrevolution in the USSR and East

Europe, losing confidence in the revolu-

for the government’s regimentation of the

working class on behalf of the Mexican

capitalists (and therefore of their imperi-

alist masters)" (Cuadernos de El Interna-

cionalista, January 1999). Elsewhere they

proclaim that the CTM is an agency for

“police control over the workers” (El

Internacionalista, March 2000). This

takes some chutzpah coming from an

organization whose main claim to fame is

their struggle for leadership of the cop-

infested municipal workers union of Volta

Redonda in Brazil! In pursuit of this aim,

the IG section in Brazil actually ran an

ex-cop for president of the union, win-

ning the majority of the cops’ votes.

When their unprincipled bloc in the union

fell apart, they dragged the union through

the capitalist courts with multiple law-

suits. This is a matter of public record, yet

the IG cries “slander" while refusing to

publish the court papers (see “The IG

Cover-Up in Brazil: Dirty Hands. Cynical

Lies,” Espartaco No. 10, Autumn-Winter

1997 and VVV'No. 671, 7 July 1997).

Having been caught red-handed cross-

ing the class line in Brazil, they now
invent an imaginary “class line" between

the CTM/CT and the SME/UNT in Mex-
ico. Only after they lost control of the

municipal union in Volta Redonda did the

IG suddenly declare that the municipal

workers union was no longer even a union

at all (!) and declared that their former

bloc partners who turned on them were

now guilty of “police unionism," making
an analogy with the workers organiza-

tions set up by police agent Zubatov in

tsarist Russia in the early 1900s. The IG

now tries to make the same analogy

between the Zubatov organizations and
the Mexican CTM/CT (“Class Struggle

Against ‘Police Unionism’ in Brazil,"

Internationalist No. 7, April-May 1999).

With their selective quotes from Lenin,

the IG leads you to believe that the Bol-

sheviks refused to work in the Zubatov
organizations. In fact, Lenin strongly

condemned those who argued that revo-

lutionaries should refuse to work in trade

unions led by reactionaries:

"When Zubatov, agent of the secret

police, organised Black-Hundred work-
ers’ assemblies and workingmen’s soci-

eties for the purpose of trapping revolu-

tionaries and combating them, we sent

members of our Party lo these assem-
blies.... They established contacts with the

masses, were able to carry on their agita-

tion, and succeeded in wresting workers
from the influence of Zubatov’s agents."— Lenin, “

Left-Wing

"

Communism: An Infantile

Disorder (1920)

Lenin goes “On to explain that the main
leaders of the reformist trade unions in

the imperialist centers were nothing but

Zubatovs in another guise: “The Gom-
perses, Hendersons, Jouhaux and Legi-

ens are nothing but Zubatovs, differing

from our Zubatov only in their European
garb and polish, and the civilised, refined

and democratically suave manner of con-

ducting their despicable policy."

According to the IG, the unions that are

controlled by the PRI are not unions; only

those controlled by the PRD are working-

class organizations. In other words, what

Left: Mexico City

riot cops attack
youth protesting
against mass
arrests at Seattle

WTO demonstrations
and demanding
freedom for Mumia
Abu-Jamal. Right:

Students denounce
Cardenas at June
election rally on
UNAM campus,
months after

PRD-controlled
city government
launched cop attack
on student strike.

bourgeoisie. But the popular front is a

specific form of class collaboration, in

which mass reformist parties of the pro-

letariat are allied with bourgeois parties

and in which the presence of the direct

representatives of the bourgeoisie pro-

vides the guarantee from the reformists to

the capitalists that they will loyally serve

the capitalist system. A clear example of

a popular front was the Chilean Unidad

Popular (UP), a coalition of the Commu-
nist and Socialist parties with the bour-

geois Radical Party, which was elected in

1970. UP leader Salvador Allende pro-

claimed the “peaceful road to socialism,”

but this alliance simply paved the way for

Pinochet’s coup in 1973 and the massacre

of tens of thousands of leftist workers and

The wretched European social-demo-

cratic parties are today leading popular-

front governments all over Europe in an

orgy of anti-immigrant and anti-worker

austerity. Thus they do the bidding of the

bourgeoisie which prefers to have them

in power because they can put a “pro-

worker” face on the budget cuts and

attacks on the working class. These are

capitalist governments, but the Socialist

and Communist parties within them

remain organizationally based on the

working class despite their thoroughly

pro-capitalist leadership and program.

They are what Lenin aptly called bour-

geois workers parties. In contrast, the

PRD is now and always has been a

bourgeois-nationalist party. In fact, the

tionary capacity of the proletariat, they

defected from revolutionary Trotskyism

in search of a substitute for the revolu-

tionary proletariat and vehicles other than

a Leninist-Trolskyist party to lead it (see

Espartaco supplement, “A Shamefaced
Defection from Trotskyism,” July 1996
[published in VW No. 648, 5 July 1996]).

At the center of the IG’s politics is

a mythical Cardenista "popular front”

which, they say, is the mechanism
through which the proletariat is tied to the

students who were politically disarmed

and delivered bound hand and foot to the

forces of bourgeois reaction. But the main

form of class collaboration in Mexico is

bourgeois nationalism, not mass social-

democratic parties which prop up capital-

ist rule through popular-front formations

and deflect workers’ struggles from the

factory to parliament. The IG seeks to

hide this elemental truth because it seeks

to paint the PRD in some kind of “pro-

gressive" colors.

current governor of Nayarit was the joint

candidate of the PRD and the PAN. and

the PRD has held on-again, off-again

negotiations with the clerical reactionar-

ies in order to form an anti-PRI alliance.

In Chiapas, the PRD and PAN are cur-

rently running on a joint slate. Some
"popular front” that unites with the his-

toric party of Catholic reaction!

The Fight Against
Nationalism in the Unions

The IG bases its confusionist position

that a popular front exists around the

PRD by pointing to the support the PRD
receives from the bureaucracies of the so-

called "independent” unions like SME,
STUNAM and the CNTE. Using the same
logic, they would have to argue that a

popular front exists around the PRI, since

the CTM unions alone still represent

some 500,000 workers. The PRI built its

corporatist stranglehold using the ideo-

logical glue of nationalism, as well as

thuggery and repression against all oppo-
sition. Today, it maintains its hold upon
key sections of the proletariat, especially

the oil workers. But the IG has no inter-

est in prettifying the hated PRI. They
"solve" the problem by proclaiming that

“the CTM and the CT are not workers
organizations but corporatist straitjackets
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makes the class difference between one
union organization and another is which

bourgeois party controls it.

We don't put an equal sign between

the CT/CTM and the SME, STUNAM
and CNTE. The PRI charros [corrupt

union bureaucrats] use their goons and

hitmen to maintain their privileges, the

same way Stalin annihilated whole gen-

erations of revolutionaries to the same
end. but we Trotskyists did not write oft

the old Soviet Union as a workers state

because of that, just as we don't write off

the CTM unions today. The bureaucrats

of the “independent" unions prefer, at

this time, to use mainly other means to

handcuff the working class and negotiate

their own privileges with the bourgeoi-

sie. Regarding the unions, we concur

with Trotsky:

"In Mexico the trade unions have been
transformed by law into semi-state insti-

tutions and have, in the nature of things,

assumed a semi-totalitarian character."

And later on:

"From the foregoing it seems, at first

sight, easy to draw the conclusion that

the trade unions cease to be trade unions
in the imperialist epoch. They leave

almost no room at all for workers'

democracy which, in the good old days
when free trade ruled on the economic
arena, constituted the content of the

inner life of labor organization. In the

absence of workers' democracy there

cannot be any free struggle for influence

over the trade-union membership. And
because of this, the chief arena of work
for revolutionists within the trade unions
disappears. Such a position, however,
would be false to the core. We cannot
select the arena and the conditions for

our activity to suit our own likes and
dislikes."

—“Trade Unions in the Epoch of

Imperialist Decay" (1940)

Our perspective is to bring revolution-

ary consciousness to the proletariat and

to work in the trade unions, whether they

are controlled by the PRI or the PRD, to

struggle to break workers from the bour-

geoisie and to build a revolutionary lead-

ership of the proletariat. We look to build

(he strongest possible unity of the work-

ing class against the capitalist exploiters.

Therefore, we are for industrial unions,

i.e., everyone who works for the same
employer should belong to the same
union. We are against the division of the

working class into competing unions

based on different political tendencies.

At the same time, the task of the commu-
nist vanguard is to make clear and
sharpen the differences between the

competing political tendencies to forge

the cadres for a Leninist party.

The Dead End of Guerrillaism

When the Zapatista insurrection broke

out against the implementation of

NAFTA, its cry for “justice, land and

democracy" was heard by the oppressed

masses in Mexico and around the world.

The bravery of the indigenous peasants

of Chiapas has caused many young peo-

ple to see in the EZLN an alternative to

bourgeois rule. At demonstrations of

CGH students, CNTE teachers and oth-

ers, one can hear the slogan: “We are not

yet guerrillas, but we soon will be!”

These illusions in the guerrilla road

are a dead end. The entire history of the

20th century and of world economic
development is one of the subordination

of the village to the town. In Mexico and

elsewhere, small peasant holdings have

been replaced by vast agribusiness.

Many former peasants have become agri-

cultural laborers or have been driven off

Of the land and into the urban centers.

Where a peasantry in the classic sense of

small private landowners still exists,

such as in the south of Mexico, it is a

petty-bourgeois social layer, although

peasants can be poorer than some work-

ers. They have as their main aspiration

the ownership of their own piece of land.

The poor peasant is the indispensable

ally that the working class must win in

the struggle against capitalism; but, as

history has shown, the peasantry is inca-

pable of playing an independent role in

the class struggle. As Lenin explained in

calling on workers to organize independ-

ently of the peasants: "We stand by the

peasant movement to the end; but we
have to remember it is the movement of

another class, not the one which can and

will bring about the socialist revolution"

(“Revision of the Agrarian Program of

the Workers Party" [March 1906]).

Guerrillas base themselves on the peas-

antry and the intelligentsia and are iso-

lated from and sometimes hostile to the

struggles of the working class. But the

rural and urban petty bourgeoisie can

only support the state of one or another of

the two principal urban classes in modem
society. As history shows, at the decisive

moment the peasantry follows either the

bourgeoisie or the proletariat. The thou-

sands of manifestos the EZLN has issued

over the years have made it abundantly

clear that it simply seeks to pressure the

bourgeoisie for reforms within the con-

text of the supposed “transition to democ-
racy” in Mexico. In May 1994, Zapatista

spokesmen told Cardenas, "If you take

power and make a change we will support

you.” By the time of the elections that

year, the EZLN was openly calling for a

vote “against the candidates of the PRI."

In Yugoslavia, China, Cuba and Viet-

nam, petty-bourgeois guerrilla forma-

tions were able to abolish capitalism. But

as we note in the International Commu-
nist League’s “Declaration of Principles

and Some Elements of Program" (Spar-

tacist [English-language edition] No. 54,

Spring 1998):

"In Cuba, a petty-bourgeois movement
under exceptional circumstances—the

absence of the working class as a con-

tender for social power in its own right,

the flight of the national bourgeoisie and

hostile imperialist encirclement, and a

lifeline thrown by. the Soviet Union—did

overthrow the old Batista dictatorship and
eventually smash capitalist property rela-

tions But Castroism (or other peasant-

based guerrilla movements) cannot bring

the working class to political power.

"Under the most favorable historic

circumstances conceivable, the petty-

bourgeois peasantry was only capable of

creating a bureaucratically deformed
workers slate, that is, a state of the same
order as that issuing out of the political

counterrevolution of Stalin in the Soviet

Union, an anti-working-class regime
which blocked the possibilities to extend

social revolution into Latin America and
North America, and suppressed Cuba’s
further development in the direction of
socialism To place the working class in

political power and open the road to

socialist development requires a supple-

mental political revolution led by a Trot-

skyist party. With the destruction of the

Soviet degenerated workers state and
consequently no readily available lifeline

against imperialist encirclement, the nar-

row historical opening in which petty-

bourgeois forces were able to overturn

local capitalist rule has been closed,

underscoring the Trotskyist perspective

of permanent revolution."

We live in a world conditioned by the

historic defeat represented by the coun-

terrevolutionary destruction of the Soviet

Union. As long as the USSR existed as a

counterweight to the rapacious appetites

of the capitalist powers, the imperialist

centers sometimes felt forced to make
concessions to the working class to pre-

vent any threat of social explosion.

But after the counterrevolution in 1991-

92 along with the destruction of the

deformed workers slates in East Europe,

(he bourgeoisie of the West has taken

the offensive, launching savage attacks

against the gains achieved by the working

class through hard class battles.

This has also meant an uneven but real

regression in consciousness for the inter-

national working class. As we wrote in

the ICL "Declaration of Principles”:

"Trotsky’s assertion in the 1938 Transi-

tional Program that ‘The world political

situation as a whole is chiefly character-

ized by a historical crisis of the leadership

of the proletariat' predates the present

deep regression of proletarian conscious-

ness. The reality of this post-Soviet

period adds a new dimension to Trotsky's

observation. The only way in which this

regression can be overcome and the work-

ing class can become a class for itself.

i.e.. fighting for socialist revolution, is

to reforge an international Leninist-

Trotskyist party as the leadership of the

working class. Marxism must once again

win the allegiance of the proletariat.”

The ICL fights for the unconditional

military defense of the remaining de-

formed workers states in China, Cuba,

North Korea and Vietnam against imperi-

alist attacks and internal counterrevolu-

tion. We also fight to build the Leninist-

Trotskyist parties necessary to lead a

proletarian political revolution to throw

out the bureaucratic castes from power
and replace them with regimes of demo-
cratically elected workers soviets which
would seek to extend the gains of the

anti-capitalist revolutions internationally.

In China, the market-oriented reforms

instituted by the Stalinist bureaucracy

strengthen the internal and external forces

who yearn for capitalist restoration. The
restoration of capitalism in China would
be a major defeat for the world proletar-

iat. The Chinese proletariat is resisting

capitalist “reforms" with militant strikes

and protests. What’s necessary is to forge

a Trotskyist party to lead the struggle to

defend and extend the gains of the Chi-,

nese Revolution. The triumph of the pro-

letarian political revolution we fight for

would advance the class struggle interna-

tionally, beginning with the powerful

proletariats of Asia and especially the

regional imperialist power, Japan.

Today much is made of the "new phe-

nomenon” of the “globalization" of the

economy, of “savage capitalism" and

“neoliberalism,” etc. In part, this is noth-

ing new. It is imperialism, which Lenin

analyzed in his book Imperialism, the

Highest Stage of Capitalism. But today’s

"globalphobes” also argue that multina-

tional corporations have escaped the con-

trol of the nation-states, and that rivalries

between imperialist powers no longer

exist. This is a myth. Far from having dis-

appeared. interimperialist rivalries have

increased, a direct result of the disappear-

ance of the Soviet Union as a decisive

factor and counterweight to imperialism

on a world scale.

The fight against so-called “globaliza-

tion" has thrown assorted Third World
nationalists into an alliance with the most
reactionary wings of bourgeois imperial-

ism under the general rubric of defend-

ing “national sovereignty" against the

World Bank and the IMF. In Seattle last

November, the Zapatistas participated

alongside the AFL-CIO bureaucracy in

demonstrations whose main demand was

anti-Communist opposition to the entry

of China into the World Trade Organiza-

tion and the call for a more bellicose atti-

tude on the part of U S. imperialism

toward the Chinese deformed workers

state. Joining this anti-Communist alli-

ance with the likes of the Teamsters lead-

ership, which is leading a disgusting

chauvinist campaign against Mexican

truckers, didn't much bother assorted

fake leftists like the so-called Liga de Tra-

bajadores por el Socialismo (LTS) and the

youth group ContraCorriente, for whom
the "Battle of Seattle" has become the

new rallying cry. Just as the LTS cheered

the counterrevolution in the USSR and

East Europe, today they say nothing

about the urgent need for unconditional

military defense of the gains of the Chi-

nese Revolution (see "Imperialist Assas-

sins Occupy Kosovo: All U.S./UN/NATO
Troops Out of the Balkans Now!” Espar-

taco No. 13, Fall/Winter 1999).

Fight for an Internationalist

Revolutionary Workers Party!

The belief that there is no class strug-

gle north of the Rio Bravo is widespread

in Mexico. Meanwhile, the American
proletariat is bombarded with chauvinist,

protectionist poison about Mexican work-

ers “stealing their jobs.” This is the

kind of lie that the bourgeoisie and their

lieutenants in the workers .movement

push to keep the working class divided.

The struggle for socialist revolution in

Mexico and the United States is inextri-

cably linked, among other things by the

millions-strong Mexican proletariat now
residing in the United States. As we said

in the declaration on NAFTA: 'There is a

burning need for an internationalist pro-

letarian opposition which stands with the

working class and impoverished peas-

antry of Mexico against the imperialist

assault. The Canadian. U S. and Mexican

sections of the International Communist
League are dedicated to building a revo-

lutionary vanguard that can unite the

working masses of the continent in com-
mon class struggle.” This means a hard

political struggle against the chauvin-

ist labor fakers of the AFL-CIO in the

United States, and against the trade-union

bureaucrats here in Mexico who tie the

working class to the Mexican exploiters.

In contrast to all the “socialists” in

word, we fight to build a revolutionary

party capable of directing the proletariat

to the seizure of state power. A party

that, like Lenin’s Bolsheviks, acts as a

"tribune of the people, able to react to

every manifestation of tyranny and
oppression, no matter where it takes

place, no matter what stratum or class of

the people it affects; he must be able to

generalize all these manifestations to

produce a single picture of police vio-

lence and capitalist exploitation; he must
be able to take advantage of every event,

however small, in order to explain his

socialistic convictions and his demo-
cratic demands to all, in order to explain

to all and everyone the world-historic

significance of the proletariat's struggle

for emancipation” (Lenin, What Is To Be
Done?

[ 1902]).

The party we Spartacists fight to forge

is a proletarian party, because we under-

stand that the working class is the only

class with the social pqwer and the his-

toric interest to make a reality the libera-

tion of all the oppressed through their

own emancipation, it is an international-

ist party because we know capitalism is a

system of world exploitation, and that the

working class, its gravedigger, is an inter-

national class with common interests in

all countries; it is a revolutionary party

because we are conscious that socialist

revolution is the only alternative to capi-

talist barbarism. Come to our study cir-

cles! Subscribe to our press! Join us!b
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No Support to Bourgeois Green Candidate Nader

Democrats, Republicans:

Partner Parties

of Racist U.S. Capitalism
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Left: Al Gore
embraced by AFL-CIO
chief John Sweeney
after winning
endorsement in October.
Right: Ralph Nader
addresses June
Teamsters meeting in

Washington, D.C. Labor
tops shackle unions'
power through support
to capitalist parties.

lican Bush, or indirectly, for those who
can’t stomach Gore, through pushing

the candidacy of the bourgeois Green
Party’s Ralph Nader.

We oppose political support for any

bourgeois party or candidate in principle

and stand for the complete and uncondi-

tional independence of the working class

from all parties and agencies of the cap-

italist class. The working class and the

oppressed cannot take a single step

toward liberation if locked in an embrace
with political parties of the class enemy.

Break with the Democrats! No support

to the Greens! Build a revolutionary

workers party to fight for socialist

revolution!

We seek to win those who want to

fight against racism, exploitation and

imperialist war to the perspective and
program of socialist revolution. The
organization of society on the basis of

production for the profit of the capitalist

class is an obstacle to human progress.

At the same time, capitalism has created

its own gravediggers—the working class,

whose labor produces the wealth of soci-

ety and which is the only class capable of

reorganizing society on the basis of

planned production for human need. The
experience of the only successful work-

ers revolution in history—the Russian

Bolshevik Revolution of 1917—shows
that the working class cannot lay hold

of the capitalist state and use it for its

own ends but must smash the existing

state apparatus and forge a workers state

to lay the foundations of an international

socialist society.

The tying of labor and blacks to the

Democratic Party has been the chief

mechanism in this country for holding

back the class struggle and politically

subordinating working people and the

oppressed to their class enemy. For the

last eight years, the Democrats have been

Break
. BuiMa u}„

Democrats/

JVpStRtSil,
Sparlac/sl league — °0!

WV Photo

Spartacist League contingent at February NYC protest against acquittal of cops who gunned
down Amadou Diallo.

spitting on black people while

telling them they have no choice

but to vote for the Democrats or

expect worse from the Republi-

cans. The bipartisan abolition of

welfare, the gunning down of

Amadou Diallo in a hail of 41

police bullets, the hundreds of

thousands of black men con-

signed to prison hellholes are the

bitter daily expression of the fact

that black oppression is rooted in

the very foundation of American
capitalism. But the oppression of

black people as a race-color

caste also makes the struggle for

black equality a powerful poten-

tial lever for social revolution.

That fight must be linked to the

social power of the working

class, of which blacks are a stra-

tegic component, through a mul-

tiracial revolutionary workers

party fighting to sweep away the

entire system in which racial

oppression is rooted.

Nader’s Greens: A “Left”

Capitalist Third Party

At first sight. Ralph Nader’s

Green Party looks like a radical

party to the left of the Democrats, offer-

ing something for various elements of

American society dissatisfied with the

status quo. Union rights for blue-collar

workers. Abortion rights for women. Pro-

gressive social policies such as abolish-

ing the death penalty to appeal to liberal-

minded intellectuals and students. Sharp
cuts in military spending for those in-

clined toward pacifism. But there is

one sector of society, namely black

people, to whom Nader’s Greens do
not directly appeal. The Green program
scarcely addresses the struggle against

racist oppression. Only when pressured

does Nader even pay lip service to black

rights, such as opposing the racist "war
on drugs."

In reality, the Green Party platform is

a version of what the liberal wing of the

Democratic Party has been selling for

decades. Even while running against

Gore, Nader clearly states that his aim is

to strengthen the Democratic Party vis-&-

vis the Republicans. After interviewing

him, the New York Times (1 July) reported

that Nader “hopes his candidacy will

energize turnout for Democratic candi-

dates in close races for the House of Rep-

resentatives, and thus help turn power
over to House Democratic leaders, and
away from the Republicans." And the

Times (23 July) reports that in speaking to

a group of Ohio steel workers recently.

“Nader said a central purpose of his can-

didacy was to move the Democratic Party

left on labor and other issues."

Moreover, on the key issues of China

continued on page 7

For the last eight years, the

Democrats have occupied the

White House, directly admin-

istering, in conjunction with

the Republican Congress, the

attacks of the U.S. ruling class

on the masses of workers,

blacks, immigrants, and youth.

Abroad, Clinton & Co. have car-

ried out a series of bloody reac-

tionary wars and interventions

under the hypocritical cover of

"human rights," from Somalia

and Haiti to the Balkans, while

maintaining almost daily bomb-
ing raids and the starvation

embargo against Iraq. Central to

the global aims of U.S. imperial-

ism is to bring about capitalist

counterrevolution in China.

The electoral campaigns of

Al Gore and George W. Bush
underscore that, as the writer

Gore Vidal put it, there is really

only one major party in the

U.S.—the property party. It is

therefore not surprising to see

widespread disaffection with the

Democrats, particularly among
politically active liberal youth.

Enter the reformist fake left to

offer a valuable service to the capitalist

rulers by diverting outrage and opposition

provoked by the brutal, racist reality of

capitalist America into the safe channels

of electoralism and pressure politics.

The upcoming demonstrations at the

national conventions of the Republicans

in Philadelphia beginning July 3J and

the Democrats in Los Angeles two weeks
later are likely to attract youth who want
to express their anger against both these

racist capitalist parties. But the purpose
of these demonstrations, being organized
or built by various ostensibly socialist

and other leftist and liberal groups, is to

corral these youth into a movement to

pressure the Democratic Party This is

done either directly, mobilizing for Gore
as the “lesser evil" against the Repub-

Young Spartacus
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For a Workers Party to

Fight for Socialist Revolution!

Democrats, Republicans:

Enemies of Labor, Blacks

Reulers

LAPD rampage against protesters outside Democratic National Convention gave taste of
terror meted out by cops in ghettos and barrios every day.

Break with All Capitalist Parties!

Nader: Shill for the Democrats

This summer’s Republican

National Convention in Phila-

delphia and Democratic Na-

tional Convention (DNC) in Los

Angeles, although separated

geographically by thousands of

miles, were virtually identical

political circuses. Both capitalist

parties converged on a right-wing

“center" of welfare-slashing, the

death penalty, fundamental-

ist “morality" and increased po-

lice repression at home and im-

perialist war and intervention

abroad.

The Republican ticket consists

of the nation’s leading execu-

tioner. Texas governor George

W. Bush, and former Penta-

gon war chief Richard Cheney,

who as a Congressman opposed

freedom for imprisoned South

African black leader Nelson

Mandela in the 1980s. The Re-

publican leaders tried to give

this "compassionate conserva-

tism" an aura of ethnic “diver-

sity" and “outreach” by staging

what was rightly perceived by

minorities as a humiliating

"minstrel show."

The Democratic Parly shifted

further toward the right than

the Clinton/Gore candidacies

in 1992 and 1996. Gore even

moved to play down the one

significant policy difference

between the two parties—the Demo-
crats' support to abortion rights—by
inviting Los Angeles archbishop Roger
Mahoney to give an invocation in which

he predictably condemned abortion.

It would have been difficult for Gore to

pick a running mate more insulting to

labor and blacks, the party’s core constit-

uencies, than Connecticut Senator Joseph

Lieberman. A cofoundcr along with Clin-

ton and Gore of the "moderate" Demo-
cratic Leadership Council which dumped
the parly’s cynical posture toward “spe-

cial interests"—i.e., trade unions and
minorities—Lieberman is an ally of right-

wing Republican William Bennett in the

crusade against "sex and violence" in the

media, has repeatedly opposed affirma-

tive action for blacks and Latinos, sup-

ports school voucher programs aimed
at gutting public education and was
the most prominent Democrat at the

head of the pack howling over Clinton’s

consensual sexual affair with a White
House intern.

Even more so than in the past, the

recent conventions graphically demon-
strate the true nature of bourgeois elec-

toral politics as expressed over 80 years

ago by V. I. Lenin, leader of the Russian

October Revolution of 1917, in The Slate

and Revolution:

"To decide once every few years which
member of the ruling class is to

repress and crush the people through

parliament—that is the real essence of

bourgeois parliamentarianism, not only
in parliamentary-constitutional monar-
chies, but also in the most democratic
republics."

The wealth of this country is over-

whelmingly concentrated in less than I

percent of the population, whose property

and profits derive from the exploitation of

those who labor. This capitalist class runs

the Republican and Democratic parties,

whose main difference is not what they

do but how they do it The Republicans

make no bones about being the party of

“big business" in viciously going after the

working class, blacks, immigrants and the

poor. The Democrats lie and do the same
thing. America is ruled by the dictator-

ship of a single class, the bourgeoisie.

The facade of democracy is designed to

obscure the fact that the capital-

ist state is an instrument of

organized force and violence

—

consisting at its core of the

cops, the military, the courts

and the prisons—for maintain-

ing capitalist property and prof-

its through the suppression of

the working class and the

oppressed.

Outside the DNC. the few

thousand predominantly white,

middle-class protesters got

something of a taste of the cop

terror which is the daily reality

in the inner cities. The notori-

ous LAPD. which was caught

on videotape beating black

motorist Rodney King to within

an inch of his life in 1991 and

is now under investigation for

running a systematic frame-up

and assassination machine,

buzzed the protesters with heli-

copters. sprayed them with pep-

per gas and fired rubber bullets

at them. Praising the work of

the LAPD. a lop Gore aide said.

“We knew what they were

doing, and we supported them."

In Philadelphia, only weeks

before the Republican conven-

tion opened, cops were video-

taped pummeling a black man
who they shot five limes. Pro-

testers swept off by the police

dragnet outside the convention

were thrown into jail, some held on bail

of up to $1 million for exercising their

First Amendment rights of assembly and

free expression.

The massive cop mobilizations against

the relatively small protests in Philly and

L A. are a measure of the bourgeoisie’s

fear that any eruption of social discontent

could gel out of hand. Having accrued

fabulous wealth over the past two decades

through slashing the living standards of

working people and dismantling social

continued on page 12
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Down With U.S./UN Blockade!

Starving Iraq for Ten Years
In ihe decade that Iraq has suffered

under a starvation blockade, imposed by

the U.S. imperialists in August 1990

under the auspices of the United Nations,

that country has been reduced to an

impoverished and disease-ravaged hell.

Essential foods and medicines are

unavailable or priced out of reach, the

country's infrastructure—already largely

destroyed in the U.S.-led Persian Gull

War in 1991—is almost nonfunctional,

and health care is practically unavailable

for lack of medicines and equipment.

The imperialists are carrying out a delib-

erate policy of mass murder that hits

hardest the most vulnerable sectors of

the population: children, the aged and

the poor. In addition to the lens of thou-

sands of Iraqis massacred in the 1991

"Desert Slaughter," some 1.5 million

people have perished from disease and

malnutrition. This includes, according to

the United Nations Children's Fund

(UNICEF), approximately half a million

children under the age offive.

The devastation of Iraq has been com-

pounded by repeated imperialist terror-

bombing campaigns carried out sinee

1991. Targeting heavily populated areas

supposedly containing military sites,

these raids have destroyed schools, hos-

pitals and housing. Since December

1998, when the U.S. and its British ally

under Labour prime minister Tony Blair

stepped up the savage aerial war. some

300 civilians have been killed and 900

wounded. After a pause this summer,

the almost daily bombing raids were

renewed this month as U.S. and British

warplanes destroyed, among other tar-

gets, a warehouse used for storing food

obtained under the UN’s extortionate

TROTSKY LENIN

The Fraud of

Bourgeois “Democracy”

Every four years, the American working

class is offered the chance to vote for which

representative of the capitalist class, Demo-

cratic or Republican, will preside over this

system of wage slavery and oppression. Tail-

ing the pro-capitalist trade-union bureauc-

racy, the reformist left acts to reinforce

illusions in bourgeois "democracy" and

electoralism. acting as pressure groups on

the Democratic Party. Bolshevik leader Leon

Trotsky exposed the fraud of bourgeois democracy in his polemic in defense of the Rus-

sian October Revolution of 1917 against German revisionist Karl Kautsky, Terror-

ism and Communism. We fight for new October Revolutions to overthrow the capital-

ist order and usher in a regime of proletarian democracy based on workers soviets

(councils).

Natural law, which developed into the theory of democracy, said to the worker: “all

men are equal before the law, independently of their origin, their properly, and their

position; every man has an equal right in determining the fate of the people.” This

ideal criterion revolutionized the consciousness of the masses in so far as it was a con-

demnation of absolutism, aristocratic privileges, and the property qualification. But the

longer it went on, the more it sent the consciousness to sleep, legalizing poverty, slav-

ery and degradation: for how could one revolt against slavery when every man has an

equal right in determining the fate of the nation?

Rothschild, who has coined the blood and tears of the world into the gold napoleons

of his income, has one vote at the parliamentary elections. The ignorant tiller of the

soil who cannot sign his name, sleeps all his life without taking his clothes off, and

wanders through society like an underground mole, plays his part, however, as a trustee

of the nation's sovereignty, and is equal to Rothschild in the courts and at the elec-

tions. In the real conditions of life, in the economic process, in social relations, in their

way of life, people became more and more unequal; dazzling luxury was accumulated

at one pole, poverty and hopelessness at the other.... For the ignorant day-labourer,

who all his life remains a beast of burden in the service of the bourgeoisie, the ideal

right to influence the fate of the nations by means of the parliamentary elections

remained little more real than the palace which he was promised in the kingdom of

heaven....

The root problem of the parly, at all periods of its struggle, was to create the condi-

tions for real, economic, living equality for mankind as members of a united human com-
monwealth. It was just for this reason that the theoreticians of the proletariat had to

expose the metaphysics of democracy as a philosophic mask for political mystification.

—Leon Trotsky, Terrorism and Communism (1920)
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“oil for food" program.

The London Economist (8 April)

described the deadly effects of the sanc-

tions against Iraq:

“The tap-water causes diarrhoea, but few

can afford the bottled sort. Because the

sewers have broken down, pools of

stinking muck have leached through to

the surface all over town....

“Iraq's health services, like its schools,

were once the best in the region, Now
most hospital lifts have ceased to func-

tion, so trauma patients have to be car-

ried up and down the stairs.... Whole
wards of children with leukaemia go

unattended, since the different drugs

needed to treat them arc rarely available

at the same lime. The senior gynaecolo-

gist explains that 90% of the pregnant

women he cares for are anaemic because

of malnutrition. Diseases such as cholera

and typhoid, which had been eradicated

before 1990, have reappeared."

The consequences of the sanctions are

so harsh that several senior UN offi-

cials responsible for implementing them

have resigned, including former Assistant

Secretary-General Denis Flalliday who
quit last year as relief coordinator in Iraq

and labeled the blockade "a policy that

satisfies the definition of genocide” (see

“Down With Starvation Blockade and

Bombing of Iraq!" WV No. 735, 5 May).

The death and destruction rained on

From outset,

Spartacist League
opposed imperialist

embargo which has
killed some

1 .5 million Iraqis,

mainly children

and the aged,
since 1990.

the Iraqi population over the past decade

are aimed at asserting U.S. imperialism's

dominance in the Near East and control-

ling the region’s oil supplies at the

expense of America's imperialist rivals.

During the Gulf War and the subse-

quent attacks against Iraq, the Spartacist

League forthrightly called for the defeat

of U.S. imperialism and for military

defense of Iraq while giving not one iota

of political support to the bloody capital-

ist regime of Saddam Hussein. From the

outset, we have opposed the imperialist

starvation blockade of Iraq. U.S./Britain:

Hands off Iraq! All U.S./UN troops out

of the Persian Gulf! Defeat U.S. imperi-

alism through workers revolution!

A growing number of liberals in

the U.S. are now pushing for an end to

the embargo, arguing that the sanctions

“haven't worked" in getting rid of the

Saddam Hussein regime. Liberal aca-

demic Noam Chomsky, who postures as

an "anarchist" opponent of imperialism,

today decries the murderous effects of

the UN blockade. But in 1991 he was

calling for sanctions against Iraq as

"the peaceful means prescribed by inter-

national law" (Z Magazine, February

1991). Liberals like Chomsky agreed

with the rulers in Washington on deploy-

ing the power of U.S. imperialism to

make Hussein bend to their dictates; they

simply wanted an imperialism “with a

human face.”

Today, American left organizations

universally denounce the sanctions

against Iraq. But in 1990-91. most self-

avowed “socialist” groups tailed lib-

eral bourgeois public opinion by giving

continued on page 15
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U.S. Oil Pirates Out ol the Persian Gull!

Break Blockade ot Iraq!
Rick Remhard/lmpact Visuals

Spartacist/SYC ^q}Events

The Brouhaha Over “Globalization”

The Main Enemy Is the U.S.

Imperialist State!
No Vote to Nader—Protectionist, China-Basher, Union-Buster!

For a Workers Party that Fights for Socialist Revolution!

Wednesday, August 30, 6:30 p.m. YWCA at UC Berkeley
2600 Bancroft Way (at Bowditch)

For more information:

(510) 839-0851 or (415) 395-9520
BAY AREA

Saturday, September 16, 3 p.m.

BOSTON
Harvard University

Science Center, Lecture Hall E
For more information: (617) 666-9453

Saturday, August 26, 4 p.m. Mt. Hollywood Congregational Church
4607 Prospect Ave., Hollywood
For more information: (213) 380-8239

LOS ANGELES

Ralph Nader: Protectionist, China-Basher, Union-Buster!

Elections 2000 in Racist America
Saturday, August 26, 7 p.m.

CHICAGO

University of Illinois, Chicago
CCC Building, Room 713

750 S. Halsted
For more information: (312) 454-4930
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Labor Reformists Scramble IGs
Like much of the fake left, the tiny

Internationalist Group (IG) wants to

exploit widespread support for the fight

to free Mumia Abu-Jamal and growing
opposition to the death penalty in order to

further its own brand of opportunist poli-

tics. Thus, in a July election supplement
of its Internationalist, the IG advises the

mainly white petty-bourgeois youth who
turned out for the "anti-globalization”

protests in Seattle and Washington, D.C.:

“The fight for the freedom of Mumia
Abu-Jamal can powerfully cut across this

racial divide, but only if it is fought on a

clear class basis" But here the IGlets

have a big problem. Later in the same
article, the IG intones:

"The fight to free Mumia directly inter-

sects the struggle for working-class po-
litical independence from the capitalist

parties. Labor reformists at a May 12

conference in Oakland initiated by
the Labor Action Committee to Free
Mumia Abu-Jamal called on unions to

pressure their delegates at the Demo-
cratic convention to ask for a 'new trial’

for Jamal and to oppose former Philadel-

phia D A. and mayor Rendell as Demo-
cratic National Committee chairman!
How grotesque!"

How grotesque indeed! The Labor
Action Committee (LAC) is a motley

crew of enemies of revolutionary Marx-
ism. including the “International Bol-

shevik Tendency" (IBT, whose founders

quit the Spartacist League over our hard

Soviet-defensism during the Reagan years)

and Bay Area International Longshore

and Warehouse Union (ILWU) Local 10

“left" bureaucrat Jack Heyman. When
we nailed Heyman and his LACkeys
for providing “left" cover for the “new
trial" slogan at the center of last year’s

April 24 “Millions for Mumia” demon-
stration in San Francisco (see “Labor

Opportunism, the Democratic Parly and

the Defense of Mumia Abu-Jamal,” WV
No. 714, 28 May 1999), we noted that the

LAC “obscures the class nature of the

capitalist state" and “deep-sixes any men-
tion of the Democratic Party.” The IG
then appointed itself the lead attorney for

Heyman and the IBT took up the general

defense for the LAC opportunists.

As its first act, the LAC sought to dis-

credit the long, honorable history of the

SL and the Partisan Defense Committee
in struggling to mobilize the power of

the international workers movement for

Mumia’s freedom. Time and again, the

PDC has sought and won the support of

the ILWU for that cause. The LAC
demanded that the PDC turn over a list of

trade-union endorsers of PDC-initiated

united-front efforts to free Mumia to their

hitherto unheard-of group, as if it were a

direct marketing mailing list for sale to

the next shyster. We wouldn't, so they

tried to slander the PDC as “sectarian."

They were in the low of the fake left

reaching out to the "mainstream” (i.e., the

Democratic Party) by begging for a “new
trial” for Mumia instead of demanding
his immediate freedom.

Reflecting support at the base of the

union for Jamal’s cause, the ILWU called

stop-work meetings in his defense last

April 24. Heyman hoped to deceive

WV Photo

ILWU workers by lacking the “free

Mumia" slogan onto the union resolution

endorsing the pro-Democratic Party April

24 demonstration for a "new trial,” which

Heyman personally, the LACkeys and the

ILWU all officially endorsed. IG chief

Jan Norden flew out to the West Coast

to march with Heyman and the small

ILWU contingent. The IG then wrote a

long and passionate lawyer’s brief for

Heyman in which his endorsement of the

pro-Democratic Party mobilization was
simply denied. But, as we wrote in our

exchange last year:

“Tacking the slogan ‘Free Mumia’ onto
the call for a ‘new trial’ is not warning the

workers about illusions of justice in the

capitalist courts, it is deceiving the work-
ers with such illusions in the service of
the Democratic Party. It is just a cover for

endorsing a demonstration organized on
the basis of deliberately opposing calls to

free Mumia and abolish the racist death
penalty, instead substituting the appeal
for a ‘new trial’ in an expression of polit-

ical confidence in the capitalist courts"

Now all the IG’s efforts to white-

wash Heyman and the LAC have blown
up in its face. On the eve of the Dem-
ocratic National Convention (DNC) in

L.A., the class-collaborationist “new
trial” maneuver is carried to its inevitable,

liquidalionist conclusion by LAC’s "gro-

tesque" resolution begging delegates at

the DNC to give their party—and the

bourgeois state apparatus—a facelift by
appointing a new DNC chairman (This

went a little too far for the IBT, which had

supported an earlier motion just to "con-

demn Rendell’s appointment”— i.e., the

IBT only wanted a facial.)

The latest Internationalist (June 2000)

contains yet another paean to the 24 April

1999 ILWU work stoppage that “Showed
Labor’s Power in Fight to Free Mumia.”
But now, a year later, the IG admits, albeit

whiningly, what it had hitherto categori-

cally and vehemently denied: ‘The ILWU
motion’s call to ‘support’ the April 24

demo undercut the impact of the first-ever

union work stoppage demanding his free-

dom, not least by aiding WY s slander-

mongers.” Alas, ye inveterate liars of the

IG: Truth may be blamed, but can never

be shamed.

Noting that the Bay Area Spartacus

Youth Club organized a "Revolutionary

Contingent” for this year’s May 13

demonstration for Jamal, whose central

slogan was also for a “new trial,” the IG

claims: “By the Spartacist League’s 1999

standards, the SL 2000 is a bunch
of opportunist capitulators, effectively

‘endorsing’ the ‘new trial’ demonstration

(‘All out on May 13!’), its claims to call

for Mumia’s freedom being nothing but

a ‘fig leaf’ and ‘camouflage’!” We did

not and do not endorse the “new trial"

demand. But the ILWU bureaucracy

including Heyman and its LACkeys did

endorse last year’s “new trial" demo.

Our SYC contingent—marching behind

the banner “There Is No Justice in the

Capitalist Courts! Free Mumia Abu-
Jamal! Abolish the Racist Death Pen-

alty!”—was instead simply another tactic

to augment the same politics with which
we intervened last year. It was built to win
a new generation of left-wing youth to

our revolutionary proletarian program in

direct counterposition to those who. by
demanding a new trial, try to chain

Mumia’s cause to refurbishing the racist

Democratic Party and the imperialist state

apparatus of repression it administers.

According to the IG: “Both when
they’re zigging and zagging, the SL
is politically capitulating to the pro-

capitalist labor bureaucracy. In the case

of the ILWU, the SL has been notable for

its kid-gloves treatment of ILWU Inter-

national president Brian McWilliams.
WV No. 714 baldly declared that ‘Hey-

man is a lot worse than McWilliams,’
because Heyman ‘pretends to be some-
thing different, a left-talking friend of the

workers who is more radical than Mc-
Williams’.” As “evidence,” the IG notes

that McWilliams spoke at a June 1995

PDC-initiated united-front emergency
protest when Mumia faced the threat of
imminent execution.

When McWilliams spoke at that labor-

centered protest, it was on the basis of the

ILWU’s endorsement of the principled,

united-front slogans for the rally: "Save

Mumia Abu-Jamal! Abolish the Racist

Death Penalty!” SL and PDC speakers

presented our revolutionary Marxist pro-

gram, including the need to break the

labor movement from the partner parties

of capital, especially the Democrats, and

to forge a party like the Bolsheviks which
will emancipate all the oppressed by lead-

ing the working class to power.

At the April 24 “Millions for Mumia”
demonstration McWilliams made a

speech lauding the ILWU’s refusal to

load scrap iron to Japan in 1938, and

Norden's man Heyman, speaking later

from the same platform, said nothing

about this chauvinism. Instead he praised

the ILWU’s “long history of taking

stands for social justice." Of course,

Heyman uttered not one word in criti-

cism of labor’s lies to the Democrats

and absolutely nothing critical of his

pro-Democratic Parly “new trial" fake-

socialist hosts. Norden and the IG, in

turn, deep-sixed any mention of Mc-
Williams’ and Heyman ’s speeches.

Dumping Japanese iron in 1938 was a

chauvinist act of support for American
imperialism’s war mobilization to domi-

nate the Pacific. It began with trade war

and economic boycotts, and ended only

with the nuclear annihilation of Hiro-

shima and Nagasaki. Let’s be clear about

this: McWilliams, in the service of his

capitalist masters and aided by his “left-

ist” LACkeys and Norden, obscenely

used the Mumia mobilization to support

the bloody wars of U.S. imperialism.

In their efforts to defend their favorite

American "class struggle” union fraud,

Norden & Co. may not have noticed

Heyman’s overt support for McWilliams
in the recent ILWU elections. In a June

15 letter Heyman wrote to the Journal

of Commerce and posted on the Inter-

net, he declares: "Defend ILWU’s Proud
Record—Vote for McWilliams.”

As we wrote last year:

"In Heyman, Norden sees a kindred
spirit. Norden and his clot broke with
us when we moved to break fraternal

relations with a group in Brazil which
proved to be more interested in holding
onto union office in a cop-riddled union
than in building the revolutionary party.

Why shouldn’t the IG alibi appeals by
trade-union opportunists to the justice

of the capitalist courts? The IG has spent
much of the last three years trying

to cover up for the fact that this Brazilian

group which is now its affiliate, the Liga
Quarta-Intcmacionalistado Brasil (LQB),
has dragged the SFPMVR municipal
workers union in Volta Redonda through
the capitalist courts three times as part of
a squalid fight for control of the union
against an equally unprincipled bureau-
cratic faction,"

In its own furtive way, the IG has con-
firmed our basic point that the LAC’s
strategy is to rely on the bourgeois state

and the Democrats—and that the IGlets

abandoned the Trotskyist program in

order to be lawyers for opportunism

SPARTACIST LEAGUE/U.S.

Local Directory and Public Offices

National Office: Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116 • (212) 732-7860
Web site: www.icl-fi.org • E-mall address: vanguard@tiac.net

Boston
Box 390840, Central Sta.

Cambridge, MA 02139
(617) 666-9453

Chicago
Box 6441, Main PO
Chicago, IL 60680
(312) 454-4930

Public Office:

Tues. 5-9 p.m.
and Sat. 12-3 p.m.

328 S. Jefferson St.

Suite 904

Los Angeles
Box 29574, Los Feliz Sta.

Los Angeles, CA 90029
(213) 380-8239

Public Office:

Sat. 2-5 p.m.

3806 Beverly Blvd., Room 215

New York
Box 3381

,
Church St. Sta.

New York, NY 10008

(212) 267-1025

Public Office:

Tues. 6:30-8:30 p.m.

and Sat. 1-5 p.m.

299 Broadway, Suite 318

Oakland
Box 29497
Oakland, CA 94604
(510) 839-0851

Public Office:

Sat. 1-5 p.m.

1634 Telegraph, 3rd Floor

San Francisco
Box 77494
San Francisco, CA 94107
(415) 395-9520

Public Office:

Tues. 6-8 p.m.

564 Market St., Suite 718

TROTSKYIST LEAGUE OF CANADA/LIGUE TROTSKYSTE DU CANADA

Toronto Vancouver
Box 7198, Station A Box 2717, Mam PO.
Toronto, ON M5W 1X8 Vancouver, BC V6B 3X2

(416) 593-4138 (604) 687-0353

Liars in the Service of Labor Opportunism

IInternationalist
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ILWU Local 10
bureaucrat Jack
Heyman speaking
at 24 April 1999
San Francisco
“Millions for

Mumia” rally.

IG centrists lied

to cover up
Heyman's support
for class-

collaborationist

“new trial”

demand.
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Stalinist Class Collaboration: A Legacy of Revolutions Betrayed

Near East, 1950s

Permanent Revolution vs.

Bourgeois Nationalism

AP

Teheran, 1953: Revolutionary working-class upsurge which swept Iran was channeled
by Stalinists into support for “progressive" bourgeoisie, then crushed by Iranian

military backed by CIA.

For a Socialist Federation of the Near East!

The Near East is marked by abject

poverty, benighted enslavement of

women, the dispossession of the Pal-

estinian people by Israel and the

oppression of numerous other nation-

al minorities by Arab and Iranian

nationalist regimes. This legacy of

social backwardness and oppression

is reinforced by the domination of

the region by the imperialist powers.

Ongoing imperialist intrigues and

depredations like the U.S./British

terror bombing of Iraq are impelled

by a strategic concern: control of the

supply of oil, the source of more than

40 percent of the world’s energy.

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the sheik-

doms of the Arabian peninsula hold

three-quarters of the world's proven

— Part One—
oil reserves. Ever since the 1920s,

control over the Persian Gulf oil

fields has given American and Brit-

ish imperialism an enormous strate-

gic advantage over their main rivals.

Germany and Japan.

The development of the oil indus-

try has also led to the creation of a

proletariat in the region in whose

hands lies the power to lead all of

the oppressed in revolutionary strug-

gle against imperialist subjugation.

Repeatedly betrayed by left-talking

petty-bourgeois nationalists and Sta-

linists and chafing under brutal bourgeois

regimes, many anti-imperialist youth and

the most downtrodden layers of the

masses have turned to the fool’s gold of

Islamic fundamentalism. But in the

1950s, this region was a hotbed of revo-

lutionary working-class struggles which

offered a real prospect for ending imperi-

alist subjugation, social reaction and bru-

tal exploitation.

A few months ago, the New York Times

( 1 6 April) ran a lengthy piece on the CIA-
organized coup in Iran in 1953, at the

height of U.S. imperialism’s Cold War
against the Soviet Union. Nationalization

of the Anglo-Iranian Oil monopoly had

impelled the country on a collision course

with the imperialists, leading to a deep-

ening revolutionary crisis. The Times
wrote, "Anti-Communism had risen to

a fever pitch in Washington, and officials

were worried that Iran might fall under

the sway of the Soviet Union,” and with

it the country’s vast oil reserves. Tudeh

(Masses), the pro-Moscow Communist
Parly, exercised political hegemony over

the proletariat and had a broad follow-

ing among the urban petty bourgeoisie

and intellectuals. Then CIA chief Allen

Dulles insisted that the U.S. had to install

a government in Teheran “which would

reach an equitable oil settlement. ..and

which would vigorously prosecute the

dangerously strong Communist Party."

A year earlier in Egypt, a popular up-

rising had led to the toppling of the Brit-

ish puppet. King Farouk, and the rise to

power of the Free Officers Movement
of Gamal Abdel Nasser. There, too, the

dominant and most militant sections of

the working class looked to the Commu-
nists for leadership. A few years later in

Iraq, as a 1958 coup by left-wing military

officers ousted the British-installed Hash-

emite monarchy, U.S. president Dwight
Eisenhower warned that leftist revolu-

tions could “result in the complete elimi-

nation of Western influence in the Middle

East.” In the ensuing period of revolu-

tionary turbulence, the Iraqi Communist
Party, with its solid base among the Arab

and Kurdish oil workers and substantial

support within the military itself, could

indeed have taken stale power.

Throughout the Near East, the Com-
munist parties attracted the most class-

conscious workers and radical intellectu-

als. In this patchwork of myriad national,

ethnic and religious minorities, the CPs
were about the only organizations with a

base which cut across national and relig-

ious lines: Jews played a major role in the

Egyptian Communist movement, Kurds

in the Iraqi. The Communist militants

sought to identify with the proletarian

internationalism of the Bolshevik Revo-

lution (albeit refracted and perverted by

Stalinism). They saw in the Soviet Union

a beacon of liberation from imperialist

subjugation and a model for economic

development. As a result of the 1917 Bol-

shevik Revolution, the Muslim regions of

the former tsarist empire—Central Asia

and Azerbaijan in the Caucasus—had

advanced from conditions even more
socially and economically backward

than the Near East to modern societies

in which women were no longer enslaved

by the veil and education and medical

care were available to all.

Yet revolutionary upheavals in Iran

and Iraq did not result in new October

Revolutions. Instead, these opportunities

were sacrificed on the altar of the Soviet

Stalinist bureaucracy’s futile and treach-

erous pursuit of "peaceful coexistence"

with imperialism. The leaderships of the

Communist parties in the region were

extremely loyal to and pretty tightly con-

trolled by Moscow-, both ideologically

and through financial support. Despite the

revolutionary aspirations of their ranks

and supporters, the Communist par-

ties of the Near East helped install

bourgeois-nationalist regimes which

then crushed the left and workers

movement and persecuted national

and ethnic minorities. How and why

did this come about?

At root, the explanation lies in the

Stalinist degeneration of the Soviet

workers stale and the replacement of

Bolshevik internationalism with the

nationalist dogma of "socialism in

one country" and its corollary, class

collaboration. The Left Opposition

of Leon Trotsky, co-leader with V. I.

Lenin of the October Revolution,

fought down the line against the Sta-

linist degeneration of the Soviet

Union and the Communist Interna-

tional. Stalinist bureaucratic rule ulti-

mately opened up the floodgates to

capitalist counterrevolution, which

destroyed the Soviet Union in 1991-

92. As part of our struggle to reforge

the Trotskyist Fourth International,

the International Communist League

seeks to win a new generation of rev-

olutionary proletarian militants in the

Near East to the banner of authentic

Leninism.

“Two-Stage Revolution”:
Road to Defeat

The history of the Near East in the

second half of the 20th century dem-
onstrates that even the most "left"

bourgeois-nationalist regimes

—

"social-

ist" pretensions and "anti-imperialist"

rhetoric notwithstanding—act as agents

of imperialist domination and therefore

perpetuate the social and economic back-

wardness of their countries. As Trotsky

wrote following the defeat of the Second

Chinese Revolution in 1927, when the

“left" nationalist Guomindang drowned
the Communist-led working class in

blood:

"Everything that brings the oppressed
and exploited masses of the toilers to

their feet inevitably pushes the national

bourgeoisie into an open bloc with the

imperialists. The class struggle between
the bourgeoisie and the masses of work-
ers and peasants is not weakened, but. on
the contrary, it is sharpened by imperial-

ist oppression, to the point of bloody
civil war at every serious conflict."— “The Chinese Revolution and

the Theses of Comrade Stalin.”

in Problems of (he Chinese
Revolution (1932); reprinted in

Leon Trotsky on China ( 1976)

When the USSR existed, Soviet financial

and military aid gave the Arab bourgeois-

nationalist regimes a certain room to

maneuver vis-5-vis the Western and Japa-

nese imperialist states. But the room in

which they maneuvered was dominated
by Wall Street, the City of London, the

Deutsche Bank and the Japanese keiritsu.

Despite limited land reform carried out

in the 1950s and early 1960s by national-

ist regimes in Egypt. Syria and Iraq, the

pattern of land ownership still resembles

what it was a century ago. Wealthy land-

owners possess large tracts of the best

land while millions of desperate peasants,

unable to scratch out a living on tiny plots

of arid land, have moved into the vast

shantytowns that ring Cairo, Damascus
and Baghdad.

Many of these countries are riven by

national, religious and ethnic antago-

nisms, including sharp divisions between

National Geographic

British troops march into Baghdad in 1919, as British and French imperialists
carve up Near East after World War I.
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Leon Trotsky's theory of permanent revolution
was confirmed by Russian October Revolution.
Stalin's "stagist" strategy in 1925-27 Chinese
Revolution led to bloody defeat. L

Wide World

Sunni and Shi’iic Muslims. In Algeria,

the predominantly Arab ruling class

lords it over the Berber national minor-

ity; in mainly Muslim Egypt, the Coptic
Christian minority is hounded and perse-

cuted, particularly by Islamic fundamen-
talists. The Kurdish nation is carved up
among and oppressed by four capitalist

slates—Syria, Iraq, Iran and Turkey. The
oppression of women, symbolized by

the veil, remains deeply rooted in Iran

and throughout the Arab world. Laws
governing personal status are largely

based on the sharia (Islamic law), which
sanctions polygamy, grants husbands

the right to divorce almost at will and
subjects women to the ''authority" of

their fathers and husbands. Especially

in rural areas, the condition of women
remains one of medieval backwardness.

In Egypt, fully 60 percent of all women
are illiterate.

At the same time, cellular phones and
computers are commonplace items for

Cairo professionals, while large numbers
of Egyptian workers are concentrated in

modern, foreign-owned auto assembly

plants. Meanwhile, barefoot villagers in

the Nile valley till their fields with tools

that have scarcely evolved since the age of

the pharaohs. Highly trained Iranian and

Iraqi oil workers, with decades of trade-

union and communist traditions behind

them, coexist with medieval prejudices

and social backwardness.

Such conditions of combined and
uneven development, in which modern

industry and a powerful industrial prole-

tariat have been superimposed on largely

peasant-based societies, prevailed in Rus-

sia as well on the eve of the Bolshevik

Revolution. Though itself an imperialist

power, Russia, unlike the more advanced

capitalist countries of West Europe, had

not had a bourgeois-democratic revolu-

tion and remained mired in social and

economic backwardness. Emerging late

in the capitalist era. the Russian bourgeoi-

sie was dependent on Western capital and

all the more venal for its weakness. The
tsarist autocracy ruled over a vast prison

house of peoples and a mass of impover-

ished peasants. At the same time, capital-

ist investment had given rise to a small

but combative industrial working class,

concentrated in modern large-scale indus-

try, which showed its power in the 1905

Revolution.

Marx and Engels first raised the "rev-

olution in permanence" in an 1850

"Address of the Central Committee to

the Communist League.” after the bour-

geoisie had gone over to the side of the

old reactionary classes against the revo-

lutionary young proletariat in the failed

German democratic revolution of 1848.

It was this document that inspired Leon
Trotsky, writing at the lime of the 1905

Revolution, to advance the theory and

program of permanent revolution, stress-

ing that the agrarian revolution, politi-

cal democracy and the other tasks of the

bourgeois-democratic revolution in Rus-

sia could not be realized by the weak
and dependent bourgeoisie, which feared

the proletariat far too much to mobilize

the worker and peasant masses for an

onslaught against the autocracy. Rather,

as Trotsky later summarized in generaliz-

ing the perspective of permanent revolu-

tion to all dependent capitalist countries:

“With regard to countries with a belated

bourgeois development, especially the

colonial and semi-colonial countries, the

theory of the permanent revolution sig-

nifies that the complete and genuine solu-

tion of their tasks of achieving democracy
and national emancipation is conceivable

only through the dictatorship of the pro-

letariat as the leaders of the subjugated

nation, above all of its peasant masses. .

"Without an alliance of the proletariat

with the peasantry the tasks of (he demo-
cratic revolution cannot be solved, nor

even seriously posed. But the alliance of

these two classes can be realized in no
other way than through an irreconcilable

struggle against the influence of the

national-liberal bourgeoisie,...

"The dictatorship of the proletariat which
has risen to power as the leader of the

democratic revolution is inevitably and
very quickly confronted with tasks, the

fulfillment of which is bound up with
deep inroads into the rights of bourgeois
property. The democratic revolution

grows over directly into the socialist rev-

olution and thereby becomes a perma-
nent revolution....

"In a country where the proletariat has
power in its hands as the result of the

democratic revolution, the subsequent
fate of the dictatorship and socialism
depends in the last analysis not only and
not so much upon the national produc-
tive forces as upon the development ol

the international socialist revolution."
— The Permanent Revolution

(1929); reprinted in The
Permanent Revolution and
Results and Prospects (1969)

The October Revolution was a confir-

mation of permanent revolution. Though
Lenin came to agree with the program-
matic conclusion of Trotsky’s analysis

only on the eve of the revolution, he

had forged the Bolshevik Party as an

instrument for the proletarian seizure of

power through just such an irreconcil-

able struggle against all variants of bour-

geois nationalism and liberalism, not

least against the Menshevik opportunists

who tailed the liberal bourgeoisie.

But the parties which stood at the head
of the Iranian and Iraqi workers in the

1950s were not programmatically based
on proletarian internationalism and revo-

lutionary opposition to bourgeois nation-

alism. The Stalinist bureaucracy which

usurped political power in the Soviet

Union in a political counterrevolution in

1924 repudiated the Bolshevik program

of international socialist revolution in

favor of the nationalist dogma of "social-

ism in one country," a Hat denial of the

Marxist understanding that a socialist

society could only be built on an interna-

tional basis, through the destruction of

capitalist imperialism as a world system

and the establishment of a world socialist

division of labor. The Communist Inter-

national was transformed from an instru-

ment for world proletarian revolution into

an agency for Soviet diplomatic maneu-
vers with the capitalist countries, leading

to the adoption of a program and strategy

of class collaborationism.

In the Near East and other backward
countries, this took the form of the old

Menshevik schema of "two-stage revolu-

tion,” postponing the socialist revolution

to an indefinite future while in the "dem-
ocratic stage" subordinating the proletar-

iat to an allegedly “progressive" or "anti-

imperialist" national bourgeoisie, which
inevitably turns on its former Communist
allies and their working-class base His-

tory shows that the “second stage" con-

sists of killing the reds and massacring

the workers! From the Chinese Revolu-

tion of 1925-27 and Spain in 1936-37 to

Iran and Iraq in the 1950s and Indonesia

in 1965-66, two-stage revolution has

been a recipe lor bloody defeats for the

proletariat.

Today, gutted by the consequences

of their own betrayals and the demise of

the Soviet Union, the Communist parlies

of the Near East are mere shadows of

what they once were, Meanwhile, imperi-

alist ideologues acclaim the supposed

"death of communism" following the

restoration of capitalism in East Europe
and the former Soviet Union. But just

as the Indonesian proletariat reawakened

to social struggle in the 1990s after three

decades of bloody. anti-Communist mil-

itary dictatorship, the workers of the

Near East will again embark on revolu-

tionary struggle against their imperialist

overlords and domestic capitalist exploit-

ers. The key task is the construction of

Leninist-Trotskyist parlies committed to

the principles of proletarian internation-

alism and the program of permanent rev-

olution. To achieve this task it is neces-

sary that the young generation of worker

militants and left-wing intellectuals in

the Near East learn the lessons of past

revolutionary struggles which were be-

trayed by Stalinism and crushed by Arab

bourgeois nationalism.

Stalinist Degeneration of the
Communist International

The Russian October Revolution of

1917 had an enormous impact on the

Near East. With the collapse of the Otto-

man Empire and its defeat in World War
I. the region was carved up between the

British and French imperialists. The Bol-

shevik Revolution, and its extension to

largely Muslim Central Asia in the course

of the bloody three-year Civil War against

the imperialist-backed counterrevolution-

ary White armies, triggered a series of

national revolts and popular uprisings

in the broad swath occupied by British

military forces from Egypt through the

Fertile Crescent to Iran. An Egyptian

observer reported at the lime that "news

of success or victory by the Bolsheviks"

in the Russian Civil War "seems to pro-

duce a pang of joy and content among
all classes of Egyptians" (quoted in

Hanna Batatu, The Old Social Classes

and the Revolutionary Movements of Iraq

( 1978J).

In this climate of social upheaval.

Communist parties were formed in Tur-

key, Egypt. Lebanon. Palestine and Persia

(Iran). However, as throughout the colo-

nial world, the working class in the Near
East was as yet small and undeveloped,

and the Communist parlies were politi-

cally ungelled and inexperienced. As a

result of internal weaknesses and external

repression, most of these parties had

effectively disappeared by the late 1920s.

By the time Communist parties re-

emerged in those countries beginning

in the mid- 1930s, the Communist Inter-

national had long since ceased to be

an instrument for world socialist revolu-

tion. The smashing of the Trotskyist Left

Opposition at the rigged 13th Party Con-
ference in January 1924. coinciding with

Lenin’s death, marked the beginning of

the Soviet Thermidor, in which political

power was usurped from the proletarian

vanguard by a conservative bureaucratic

caste whose chief spokesman was Stalin.

By 1935. the Stalinized Comintern had
passed over to outright reformism, adopt-

ing a program of class collaboration

under the rubric of "the people’s front

against fascism." In the colonial world,

this meant that the Stalinists were trans-

formed into open supporters of the “dem-
ocratic" imperialists who lorded it over

the worker and peasant masses.

When the Soviet Union entered into an

alliance with the Allied powers following

Nazi Germany’s invasion of the USSR
in June 1941, the Communist parties in

the U.S., Britain and France became the

most slavishly social-patriotic supporters

of their own imperialist ruling classes.

The British and French Stalinists opposed
the struggle for independence in British-

ruled India, French Indochina and other

colonies, while the Syrian CP leadership

volunteered to fight for "democratic"
France. After the defeat of Nazi Germany—at the cost of 27 million Soviet lives

—

Stalin honored his commitments to his

imperialist allies, helping to quell revo-

lutionary opportunities from Greece to

Italy and France and thus immeasurably

continued on page 6
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(continuedfrom page 5)

helping to restabilize the shattered bour-

geois order in West Europe. In Yugosla-

via. and then in China in 1949. the victory

of indigenous Stalinist-led peasant-based

guerrilla forces led to the creation of

bureaucratically deformed workers states,

like those formed under Soviet occupa-

tion in East Europe (sec “Yugoslavia,

East Europe and the Fourth International:

The Evolution of Pabloist Liquidation-

ism." Prometheus Research Series No. 4

[March 1993)).

It was only the Trotskyist Fourth

International that pursued the proletar-

ian internationalist line carried out by

Lenin's Bolsheviks in World War I revo-

lutionary defeatism against all the impe-

rialist combatants. For Britain. France

and the U.S. no less than for Germany,

Italy and Japan, World War II was a con-

flict for redivision of the world's markets,

sources of raw materials and cheap labor,

as had been the case in World War I.

The Trotskyists continued to fight for

liberation of the colonies from imperial-

ism. Recognizing that the Soviet Union,

though bureaucratically degenerated, re-

mained a workers state based on collec-

tivized properly, the Trotskyists called

for unconditional military defense of the

USSR against imperialist attack and in-

ternal counterrevolution. At the same time,

we did not cease fighting to oust the

treacherous Stalinist bureaucracy through

proletarian political revolution.

The 1948 War
World War II radically altered the face

of the Near East. The U.S., emerging as

the hegemonic imperialist power, moved

to replace British and French domination

in the region. The weakening of the West

European imperialist powers, combined

with the radicalization of the colonial

masses, led to the creation of a series

of nominally independent states. The

working class, enormously strengthened

by the development of regional industry

to support the British war machine, now

confronted indigenous bourgeois stale

powers. The Soviet victory over Nazi

Germany, and the Kremlin's more mili-

tant posture in response to the onset of the

imperialist Cold War, greatly enhanced

the authority of the Communist parties in

Iran and the Arab countries.

A postwar development of particular

importance to the region was the creation

of the Zionist state of Israel with the Brit-

ish withdrawal from Palestine. Having

conciliated and promoted Arab national-

ism for nearly two decades, the Soviet

bureaucracy did an about-face and sup-

ported the imperialist partition of Pales-

tine and the emergence of the Zionist

state. Designed as a maneuver against

British imperialism, the Kremlin’s short-

lived support to Israel sowed massive

disorientation among the Communist par-

ties of the region. The position of revolu-

tionary internationalism in the 1948 War
between Israel and the Arab stales was
upheld only by the small Palestinian Trot-

skyist group, the Revolutionary Commu-
nist League (RCL). While recognizing

the right of both the Hebrew-speaking

and Palestinian Arab peoples to national

self-determination, the RCL resolutely

opposed the imperialist partition and took

a revolutionary defeatist position on the

war:

“This war can on neither side be said

to bear a progressive character.... It

weakens the proletariat and strengthens

imperialism in both camps.... The only

way to peace between the two peoples of

this country is turning the guns against

the instigators of murder in both

camps!" [emphasis in original]

— "Against the Stream." Fourth

International, May 1948

This is the internationalist position

upheld by the International Communist
League today. We defend the national

rights of the dispossessed Palestinian

people, oppose Zionist repression and

demand the immediate, unconditional

withdrawal of all Israeli troops and

fascistic "settler" auxiliaries from the

Occupied Territories. But we do not

thereby deny the national rights of the

Hebrew-speaking people. When national

populations are geographically interpen-

etrated, under capitalism the right of self-

determination can be exercised only by

the stronger national grouping driving out

or destroying the weaker one. In such

cases, the only possibility of a democratic

solution lies in overturning capitalist rule

and instituting the dictatorship of the pro-

letariat. the only class that has no interest

in perpetuating national antagonisms.

The Hebrew-speaking workers must be

broken from the poison of Zionist chau-

vinism and the Arab workers from the

sway of petty-bourgeois nationalism and

Islamic fundamentalism to join in a com-
mon struggle for socialist revolution

against the murderous Israeli capitalist

rulers and all the Arab regimes. While

Zionist Israel has a particularly close

relationship with U.S. imperialism, the

Arab bourgeois stales are no less an

enemy of Palestinian liberation.

The 1948 War had a profound and

continuing impact. The expulsion of near-

ly a million Arabs from Palestine—most

of them to squalid refugee camps where

they and their descendants live to this

day—was accompanied by a mass migra-

tion of the so-called Oriental or Sephar-

dic Jewish population from the Arab

countries to Israel, encouraged by both

the Arab regimes and the Zionists. The

Arab defeat thoroughly discredited the

traditionalist Arab regimes, whose in-

competence and corruption were sharply

revealed, and led to the fall -of govern-

ments and monarchies throughout the

region, helping pave the way for a series

of Arab nationalist regimes to come to

power. Meanwhile. Israel served the Arab

nationalists as an "external” enemy, di-

recting the masses’ anger and frustrations

away from their capitalist oppressors.

Egyptian Communists
and the Rise of Nasser

The impact of these developments was

particularly evident in postwar Egypt.

Historically the political and cultural cen-

ter of the Arab world, the land of the Nile

is by far the most populous of all Arab

countries. Egypt was also militarily the

strongest slate directly confronting Zion-

ist Israel. Consequently, Egyptian strong-

man Colonel Nasser was the dominant

Figure of Arab nationalism in the 1950s

and '60s, intervening in and influencing

developments in Syria, Iraq, Yemen and

elsewhere in the Near East.

Two generations ago, Nasser was

widely viewed as embodying a mythical

"Arab Revolution" and a non-Communist

"socialist" alternative for so-called "non-

aligned" countries of the Near East,

Asia and Africa. He burnished his "anti-

imperialist" credentials through the 1956

Suez War in which he stood up to Israel,

Britain and France. Yet the fact that

enthusiasm for Nasser was so widespread

was in no small part due to the Stalinists

themselves helping to foster illusions

in Nasser’s “Arab socialism." In reality,

Nasser came to power largely with the

aim of crushing the combative Egyptian

working class, which was mainly under

the leadership of the Communists.

The upsurge of class struggle in Egypt

at the close of World War II, while not

reaching the levels of Iran and Iraq, nev-

ertheless allowed the young Communist
groupings, the most prominent being the

Egyptian Movement for National Libera-

tion (EMNL) founded by Jewish intellec-

tual Henri Curicl, to achieve a measure of

mass influence. The traditional Egyptian

nationalist organization, the Wafd, had

been widely discredited by its corrupt and
oppressive rule during the war years,

when it served as undisguised flunkies for

British rule. As a mass upsurge against

British occupation swept the country and

workers increasingly asserted their power

in strikes, the Communists were able to

steadily displace the Wafd as the princi-

pal leadership of the labor movement,

especially in textile, the country’s main

industry.

In February 1946, a police attack on

student demonstrators in Cairo resulted in

the deaths of a number of students. On
February 2 1 .

the Communist-led National

Committee of Workers and Students

called a strike, completely shutting down

the country, in which several more dem-

onstrators were shot dead. As the country

erupted in strikes and demonstrations,

a strike on March 4 again shut down
the entire country. In Alexandria, British

forces in league with Egyptian cops Fired

on the demonstrators, killing 28. Des-

perate to put a stop to the upsurge, the

British announced they would withdraw

their troops to the Suez Canal Zone. The
government then launched a wave of

repression, especially targeting Commu-
nist leaders.

Following the 1948 War, the discred-

ited regime declared a state of siege,

while mobs incited by the fascistic

Muslim Brotherhood pillaged Jewish

businesses, burned synagogues and

slaughtered dozens of Jews. In at least

one case. Communists organized the

defense of a Jewish-owned store against

the pogromists. As the mass expulsions

and emigration of Jews began, among
the First targeted were Henri Curiel and

other founders and leaders of Egyptian

Communism.
A wave of popular agitation against the

British military occupation again erupted

in October 1951 when the British ignored

an edict by the Wafd government to with-

draw from the Canal Zone. With the

Egyptian government exposed as power-

less, the Communists put themselves at

the head of the tide of anti-British senti-

ment that swept the country. As govern-

ment repression proved incapable of

stemming the mounting strike wave, the

Communists continued to extend their

influence in the Greater Cairo textile

union, the Cairo transport unions and

elsewhere. By late 1951. the EMNL’s
successor, the Democratic Movement
for National Liberation (DMNL), had

become the leading political force in the

Egyptian labor movement.
In January 1952, an armed clash

between British and Egyptian forces in

the Canal Zone touched off rioting in

Cairo in which much of the downtown
commercial district was burned down.

With the government totally discredited

and virtually paralyzed, the country was

increasingly polarized between the rap-

idly growing Muslim Brotherhood and

the Communists. Student members of the

Muslim Brotherhood carried out military

training at the universities, driving around

campuses in military jeeps and spraying

machine-gun Fire in the air to intimidate

their opponents.

The DMNL also had a military section,

but its work consisted of providing sup-

port for Nasser’s Free Officers Move-
ment, a heterogeneous coalition in the

military including Muslim Brothers,

continued on page Id
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Armed workers militia in Shanghai, 1927 (left). Slaughter of Communists by Chiang Kai-shek’s nationalist forces

following defeat of revolution. Second stage of "two-stage revolution” is massacre of workers.
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Young Spartacus
SYC Protests Exclusion

"Whites Only" at

LA. Rad-Lib Workshop
The following leaflet was issued by the

Los Angeles Spartacist League/Sparta-

cus Youth Club on August 12 and distrib-

uted at the protests during the Demo-
cratic National Convention.

‘‘Whites Only." "Coloreds Only.”

These were the watchwords of the hide-

ous oppression of blacks in the Jim Crow
South—a racist society of "separate and
unequal" which was enforced by system-

atic police repression backed up by lynch

mob terror. Grotesquely such segrega-

tionist practices have appeared at the

Convergence Center run by the Direct

Action Network and the D2KLA Net-

work, which are organizing the protests at

the Democratic National Convention
(DNC) in Los Angeles.

On August 10, a dark-skinned comrade
of the Spartacus Youth Club, youth group
of the revolutionary Marxist Spartacist

League, was told to leave an "Anti-Racist

Workshop" because the meeting was
"for white people.” We spoke to people

throughout the Center, condemning the

Jim Crow policy of segregating whites

and "people of color.” We learned that a

while woman from South Africa, recalling

her experience with racist apartheid, felt

uncomfortable and left the meeting. And
at the previous night’s "people of color

only” workshop. Latino youth were angry

at the segregationist policy. Now, D2KLA
organizers have banned us Spartacists

from the Convergence Center altogether

for agitating against this disgusting pol-

icy of racial exclusion.

The liberal organizers of the DNC
protests look to pressure the Democratic

Party (the party which administered Jim

Crow in the South) to be more “humane"
to the peoples of the Third World and to

put "people before profits" at home. Since

they promote the view that U.S. imperial-

ism and its parties can be the agency for

“justice" and “human rights," they not

only can’t challenge racist American cap-

italism but end up mimicking the racial

and ethnic divisions in society. Thus our

comrade was told that he couldn't attend

their workshop because while people

needed a "safe place" to discuss racism!

Is it any wonder that the "spirit ol Seat-

tle" protests have maintained a mainly

white, middle-class composition?

The bipartisan abolition of welfare, the

gunning down of Amadou Diallo in a hail

of 41 bullets, the hundreds of thousands

of black men consigned to prison hell-

holes are the bitter daily expression of the

fact that black oppression is rooted in the

very foundation of American capitalism.

Racism is produced not by the white pop-

ulation of all social classes as the liberals

claim, but centrally through the policies

of the ruling class forcibly segregating

blacks at the bottom of society. But the

oppression of black people as a race-color

caste also makes the struggle for black

equality a powerful potential lever for

social revolution. That fight must be

linked to the social power of the working

class, of which blacks are a strategic com-
ponent, through a multiracial revolution-

ary workers party fighting

to sweep away the entire

system in which racial

oppression is rooted. This

program of revolutionary

integrationism is the only

road forward. Finish the

Civil War! For black lib-

eration through socialist

revolution!

We Spartacists aren't

here to beg the capitalist

Democratic Party to be

"more responsive" to the

needs of working people

and the oppressed. Nor are

we here to hustle the vote

for Ralph Nader, whose
candidacy for the capital-

ist Green Party is, by

Nader's own admission,

simply aimed at strength-

ening the Democrats.

Rather, we want to win those youth who
want to fight against racism, exploitation

and war to the perspective of socialist

revolution. The exclusion of our com-
rade by the liberal "anti-racists" organ-

izing the workshop and our exclusion

from the Convergence Center altogether

flow from the politics of the "spirit of

Seattle” which combined protectionism.

China-bashing and the revolting promo-
tion of U.S. imperialism as a vehicle for

bringing aid to the world’s downtrodden.
The oppression of the world’s masses
is not caused by “supranational" agencies
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Poster lor ‘‘anti-racist’’ workshop "for white people"
at L.A. Convergence Center recalls racist Jim Crow
segregation in the South. In the name of fighting

racism, liberal organizers exclude non-whites,
accepting racial divisions of American society.
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like the WTO or IMF but by imperial-

ism. which is the highest stage of capi-

talism where imperialist powers compete
against each other over who gets to loot

the rest of the world. The myth of “global-

ism" is designed to obscure the central

role of U.S. imperialism as the primary

source of poverty, war and oppression

around the globe. The struggle against

exploitation and racial oppression re-

quires the destruction of capitalist rule

through international socialist revolution.

Defeat U.S. imperialism through workers
revolution!*

workers mevm fffiSgsT!

With the Confederate

Flag ot Slavery!

The Bankruptcy
of New Class” Theories

and the Class Struggle

- M.»

ee Mumia Abu-Jamal!

niisti the Racist Death Penalty •

iPor acetones hualguisucas c
•ara lerroiar las prrvau/aci
if calender la educaclanoimiSAVEMUMI* V

ABU-JtHtLI „

ESPARTACO

Workers Vanguard Subscription Drive
August 24 to October 4

2000 Quotas (in points)

Bay Area 800 Los Angeles 250
Boston 150 New York 1,000

Chicago 425 At Large 225

National Total 2,850

Subscribe Now!
$10/22 issues of Workers Vanguard Q New Renewal
(includes English-language Spartacist and Black History and the Class Struggle)
International rates $25/22 issues—Airmail $10/22 Issues—Seamall

$2/6 introductory issues of Workers Vanguard (inaiudes Enghsh-ianguage Spartacist)

Q $2/4 issues of Espartaco (en espanol) (includes Spanish-language Spartacist)

Name

Address

Apt. # Phone (.

State
740

Make checks payable/mall to: Spartacist Publishing Co., Box 1377 GPO. New York, NY 10116

25 AUGUST 2000
7



Young Spartacus

The Roots of Anarchism
The following is an edited transcript of

a class given by Spartacist League Cen-

tral Committee member Joseph Seymour

to the New York Spartacus Youth Club on

July 22.

What I want to try to do here is dis-

cuss those ideas and attitudes of classical

anarchism which we encounter among

From Bourgeois Idealism

to “Green Radicalism”
American radical youth today, not only

Sutow/SABA

Anti-WTO demonstrators in Seattle last winter. Self-described anarchists

joined with liberal activists in reformist appeals to “humanitarian” sentiments

against “globalization."

those who call themselves anarchists, but

the Green radicals and left-liberals; that

is, the kind of people who were at the

Seattle and D.C. protests, many of whom
are now around the Nader campaign. As

we shall see, the youth who demanded

that the directors of the World Bank can-

cel the debts of poor Third World coun-

tries were expressing an attitude and a

position entirely compatible with the doc-

trines of Peter Kropotkin, the foremost

anarchist spokesman and theoretician in

the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Basically, anarchism is part of a fam-

ily—one might call it the slightly nulso

second cousin in this family—of radical

democratic idealism. Now all forms of

radical democratic idealism derive in an

intellectual sense from the Enlighten-

ment of the 17th and 18th centuries, or

more precisely its left wing, and they

achieved organized expression as a result

of the French Revolution of 1789, which

attempted to translate the ideals of the left

wing of the Enlightenment into reality. In

the early 1 9th century, the various schools

of socialism which Marx and Engels later

called utopian socialism were a form of

radical democratic idealism. In our day.

Green radicalism is a form of radical

democratic idealism, which, as we’ll see,

has a close family resemblance to classi-

cal anarchism in some ways. Mainstream

liberalism also draws from this same
intellectual tradition.

The central premise of radical demo-
cratic idealism is that the world can be

more or less instantaneously restructured

so as to conform to the ideals of the clas-

sic bourgeois-democratic revolution

—

expressed, for example, as “the right to

life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness"

in the American Declaration of Independ-

ence or the more radical expression “Lib-

erty, Equality, Fraternity" of the far more

radical French Revolution. Hqw these are

interpreted varies, but they all stem from

the same basic premise. By their nature,

all forms of radical democratic idealism

Mansell Collection

are trans-class doctrines. That is, they

appeal to all men of all social classes,

including the “progressive" or “enlight-

ened" elements of the propertied and

ruling class, to carry out these principles

which many of them claim to uphold—to

practice what they preach.

That anarchism is really a form of and

derives from radical democratic idealism

is very clear in the career of the most his-

torically important Figure of the anarchist

movement, the man who actually founded

the movement, Mikhail Bakunin. While

Bakunin is mostly known only as an

anarchist, he was actually an anarchist

only for the last decade of his career as a

leftist radical, which lasted from the mid-

1840s to his death in the mid- 1870s. He
began as a student radical at the Univer-

sity of Berlin, as a left Hegelian. Interest-

ingly enough, he and Friedrich Engels

were sort of like chums, they were sort

of the "big reds on campus." They were

part of a left Hegelian circle which called

themselves "the Free.”

Bakunin came to prominence during

the European bourgeois-democratic rev-

olutions of 1848 as an exponent of what

was called “democratic pan-Slavism."

which was a form of extreme left-wing

national liberationism. At this point, all

of the Slavic peoples (except for the Rus-

sians) were subjugated and oppressed by

other peoples. The South Slavs—the

Serbs and the Bulgars—were part of the

Turkish Ottoman Empire. The western

Slavs—the Czechs and the Slovaks

—

were part of the German-dominated

Hapsburg Empire Poland, which was the

biggest Slavic country besides Russia,

was divided at that time between the

Hapsburg Empire, Prussia and the fellow

Slavic empire of tsarist Russia.

Bakunin put out what he called an

“Appeal to the Slavs," to unite and liber-

ate all of the Slavic peoples and establish

a radical democratic federation of the

Slavic peoples. This was not an appeal

to the Slavic peasantry or the oppressed

and exploited masses. It was literally an

appeal to the Slavs, all of them. Engels

subjected Bakunin’s manifesto to a scath-

ing criticism. What’s significant is that he

went beyond the specifics of the Slavic

national question to the underlying world-

view expressed in this appeal, which

today still has much influence. Engels

wrote:

"There is not a word about the actu-

ally existing obstacles to such a univer-

sal liberation, or about the very diverse

degrees of civilization and the conse-

quent equally diverse political needs of

the individual peoples. The word ’free-

dom' replaces all that. There is not a

word about the actual slate of things,

or, insofar as it does receive attention, it

is described as absolutely reprehensible,

arbitrarily established by ‘congresses of

despots' and ’diplomats’.”

If you replace "congresses of despots"

and “diplomats" with "multinational cor-

porations," this passage should sound

Maurice Quentin de La Tour

Storming of Bastille in

July 1789 sparked
Great French
Revolution, which
gave organized
expression to

democratic idealism of

thinkers like Jean-
Jacques Rousseau.
Anarchist conception
of "revolution" as
moral regeneration of

all classes is based
on Rousseau’s trans-

class doctrines.

very familiar to you. To this bad reality is

counterposed the alleged will of the peo-

ple with its categorical imperative, the

absolute demand for freedom. Engels

goes on: "'Justice,' ’humanity,’ ’freedom,'

‘equality,’ ‘fraternity,’ ’independence’—

=

so far we have found nothing in the pan-

Slavist manifesto but these more or less

ethical categories, which sound very fine,

it is true, but prove absolutely nothing in

historical and political questions. ‘Jus-

tice,’ ‘humanity,’ ‘freedom,’ etc. may de-

mand this or that a thousand times over;

but if the thing is impossible it does

not take place and in spite of everything,

remains an ‘empty fragment of a dream’"

[emphasis in original].

I believe that this passage contains

the crux of 90 percent of the discussions

and arguments that we have with Ameri-

can radical youth today. In the name
of justice and humanity, they call upon

the World Bank to forgive the debts of

poor countries, they call upon the Clin-

ton administration to promote an interna-

tional code of labor and environmental

standards, they call upon NATO to liber-

ate the Albanian Kosovars from the

oppressive yoke of Serbia.

Rousseau and “Human Nature"

The dominant intellectual influence on

the left prior to Marx was Jean Jacques

Rousseau, who summed up his political

philosophy as “man is naturally good; it

is only by institutions that men become
evil." This discourse on the origin and

foundations of inequality among men was

the single most important intellectual

influence on generations of revolution-

aries, from the Jacobins of the French

Revolution through the various radicals

of early 19th-century Europe to most of

the "Red ’48ers" in the 1848 Revolution.

The central premise of Rousseau is that

there is in the human species a natural

—

not socially and historically conditioned

but a natural— instinct for sympathy and

empathy with the sufferings of other

members of that species.

The most ambitious attempt to provide

a sort of scientific substantiation for this

view—which could be called "species

solidarity”—was that of the anarchist

Kropotkin, in a book called Mutual Aid ,

which was considered the authoritative

statement of anarchist doctrine in the late

19th and early 20th centuries. The first

two chapters are devoted to mutual aid

among animals, that is, non-human ani-

mals. To give you a flavor of the argu-

ment (I am not making this up; I am not

that creative):

"As to the big Molucca crab (Limulus),

I was struck (in 1882, at the Brighton

Aquarium) with the extent of mutual
assistance which these clumsy animals

arc capable of bestowing upon a com-
rade in case of need. One of them had

fallen upon its back in a corner of the

tank, and its heavy saucepan-like cara-

pace prevented it from returning to its

natural position.... Its comrades came
to the rescue, and for one hour’s lime I

watched how they endeavoured to help

their fellow-prisoner.”

Now I think, just by reading that, one

can easily see the connection with Green

radicalism.

The very close family resemblance

between classical anarchism, especially

in its Kropotkinite version, and Green
radicalism is personified by the career of

Murray Bookchin. In the 1960s and '70s,

Bookchin was the pre-eminent anarchist

intellectual in the U.S. That is, his role in

American left politics and the intelli-

gentsia was very similar to that of Noam
Chomsky today. In fact. Bookchin was

even more aggressively anti-Marxist than

Chomsky, because "Marxism-Leninism”
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was then fashionable. But at some point.

Bookchin shifted over to the more fash-

ionable doctrine of Green radicalism,

which he called social ecology. But he

didn't change his worldview. It’s the

same worldview, just expressed slightly

differently.

Implicit in all forms of Green radical-

ism is that all people should basically

govern their social and political behavior

by the perceived tuiure interests of the

human species. In other words, if you

could convince people that automobiles

are harmful to the environment and harm-

tul to the future of humanity and other

species, they'll presumably give up auto-

mobiles. It doesn’t matter that modern

industrial society is built around the auto-

mobile. that you can’t get to work with-

out it most of the time.

If man is naturally good, naturally

empathetic, as Rousseau argued, how do

we then get into the mess we are in?

How come we get war. slavery, the con-

quest and subjugation of one people by

another, class exploitation, torture, mur-

der, the whole kit and caboodle? Well.

Rousseau's answer is that this comes

from the institution of private property,

which was for Rousseau basically "a bad

Houghton Mifflin Company

Peter Kropotkin, foremost anarchist

spokesman and theoretician of the
late 19th and early 20th centuries.

idea.” In his Discourse on the Origin of

Inequality, he writes:

“The first man who. having enclosed a

piece of land, thought of saying 'This is

mine' and found people simple enough
to believe him, was the true founder of

civil society. How many crimes, wars,

murders; how much misery and horror

the human race would have been spared

if someone had pulled up the stakes and

filled in the ditch and cried out to his

fellow men: ‘Beware of listening to this

impostor. You are lost if you forget that

the fruits of the earth belong to everyone

and that the earth itself belongs to no

one!"

And Rousseau goes on to attribute all

malignant and ignoble emotions and atti-

tudes to property and resulting inequality:

"Insatiable ambition, the thirst of raising

their respective fortunes, not so much
from real want as from the desire to sur-

pass others, inspired all men with a vile

propensity to injure one another, and
with a secret jealousy, which is the more
dangerous, as it puts on the mask of

benevolence, to carry its point with

greater security ... All these evils were
the first effects of property, and the

inseparable attendants of its growing
inequality."

Those of you who are blessed or cursed

with a Catholic school background, or

are otherwise familiar with Christian doc-

trine. may immediately recognize a close

similarity between Rousseau’s concep-

tion of private property and the Augustin-

ian doctrine of original sin. This is the

point where paradise was lost, where

man's natural innocence was lost, and

where sin and evil enter the world of

men. The parallel is actually quite exact,

because Rousseau himself was not a rev-

olutionary. He was not even a reformer.

He was a historical pessimist. He was

a moralistic critic of civilization. He
considered that man in society had

become so corrupted and so depraved that

there was no hope for general moral

regeneration.

But it sometimes happens that the ideas

of powerful, original and unorthodox

thinkers, especially those who denounce

the existing slate of society, are radically

reinterpreted by subsequent generations

in light of their own very different experi-

ences. And that's what happened to Rous-

seau during the French Revolution. Here

was a revolution which in the space of a

few years not only radically changed all

of the political and social institutions but

brought about a change in mass psychol-

ogy that would have been inconceivable

even a year or two before the revolution.

So the leftist intellectuals at the time con-

cluded that Rousseau had been too pessi-

mistic. Man was not so corrupted and

depraved; the moral regeneration of soci-

ety was in fact possible through revolu-

tionary action. Rousseau’s historical pes-

simism was sort of inverted into a naive

historical optimism, that the paradise that

was lost with private property could

instantaneously be regained.

The first work which contains a doc-

trine that is distinctly anarchist was

written in 1793, the same year as the

radical climax of the French Revolution

under the Jacobin regime. It was written

by an Englishman called William God-

win It was called Enquiry concerning

Political Justice. And Godwin in this

book advocated, in his words, "a well

conceived form of society without gov-

ernment." Godwin was part of a circle

of English radicals who were both pro-

foundly influenced by the French Revo-

lution and in turn became defenders

of the French Revolution, propagan-

dists for the ideals of the French Revolu-

tion. in the English-speaking world. The

best-known representatives of this circle

were Tom Paine and Mary Wollstone-

craft, the pioneer advocate of women’s

rights. Interestingly, Mary Wollstonecraft

married William Godwin. They had a

daughter, also named Mary, who later

married another famous English radical,

the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley. Mary
Wollstonecraft Shelley is also famous in

her own right, as the author of the novel

Frankenstein.

Godwin made it very clear that his con-

ception of anarchism was simply a shift-

ing of what Rousseau had placed in the

distant past, in the Golden Age, into the

immediate future. Thus he wrote;

"It was however by a very slight mistake

that he missed the opposite opinion

which it is the business of the present

enquiry to establish. He only substituted

as the topic of his eulogium. the period

that preceded government and laws

instead of the period that may possibly

follow upon their abolition."

Marxism vs. Anarchism

Now at this point I want to elaborate on

an aspect of anarchism that is not gener-

ally appreciated, including among people

who call themselves anarchists, because

it shares a fundamental point of conver-

gence with liberalism in opposition to

Marxism. Anarchism really is a doctrine

of class collaboration. In the First part

of the anarchism series (“Marxism vs.

Anarchism: The Origins of Anarchism,"

WV No. 640, 1 March 1996), I quoted

from the then-Trotskyisl Felix Morrow
who explained that when the Spanish

anarchists entered the capitalist Popular

Front government during the Spanish

Civil War of the late 1930s, at one level

this seemed to be a violent violation of

their principles, and many anarchists

denounced them for it. But at a higher

level, it was consistent with their princi-

ples, because they had always believed

that following the revolution the capital-

ists loo would undergo a moral regen-

eration and work for the betterment of

humanity.

Bakunin today has a posthumous repu-

tation as some kind of revolutionary wild

man. Turn him loose and lie’s trying to

overthrow the state and abolish it for-

ever. But that reputation is undeserved

Most of Bakunin's career was actually

spent in liberal and liberal-nationalist cir-

cles. In the late 1860s, there were two

competing left-wing international organ-

Dietz Verlag

May 1849 Dresden uprising (above). Mikhail

Bakunin first gained prominence as a left-wing,

pan-Slavic nationalist in the European democratic
revolutions of 1848.
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izations. There was, of course, the Inter-

national Workingmen's Association, the

First International, dominated by Marx.

But there was a rival, liberal body called

the League for Peace and Freedom, which

was led by liberal politicians and intellec-

tuals like John Stuart Mill in England

and the novelist Victor Hugo in France.

At first, Bakunin didn’t join the work-

ers international, he joined the bourgeois-

liberal international, and only when he

couldn’t convince the bourgeois liberals

to embrace anarchism did he go over to

the workers international.

But even more so than Bakunin, Kro-

potkin was very explicit in appealing

to capitalists. And here the difference

between anarchism and syndicalism actu-

ally is of some importance. In the 1890s,

the anarchist movement split into two

rival competing tendencies. Generally the

syndicalists denounced the anarchists as

woolly-headed idealists and ivory tower

intellectuals. The American syndicalists

said, “The anarchists deny the class strug-

gle and we fight it.” In turn, the anarchists

condemned the syndicalists for what we
later would call "economism,” for reduc-

ing the noble goals of the anarchist revo-

lution to the small change of trade-union

struggle for higher wages and better

working conditions. They denounced

some anarcho-syndicalist leaders, not

without justification, as aspiring trade-

union bureaucrats, although the term was

not yet in vogue. But the important point

is that like the Marxists, the syndical-

ists maintained that consciousness was

socially determined. They maintained

that it was the workers, by their role

in society and their experience, who
would be uniquely attracted to and dis-

posed to accept the program of anarcho-

communism; they had an interest in this

program. The capitalists, by their role in

society, had become so selfish and egotis-

tical that they were hostile to the program

of anarcho-communism. And of course

the classic anarchists, of which Kropot-

kin was the dominant figure, had to

answer this challenge. So in Mutual Aid

he writes:

"Men who have acquired wealth very

often do not find in it the expected satis-

faction.... The conscience of human soli-

darity begins to tell, and. although soci-

ety life is so arranged as to stifle that

feeling by thousands of artful means, it

often gets the upper hand; and then they

try to find an outcome for that deeply

human need by giving their fortune; or

their forces, to something which, in their

opinion, will promote general welfare."

So as I said at the beginning of this

talk, the youth who called upon the direc-

tors of the World Bank to forgive the

debt of poor Third World countries were

entirely consistent with the doctrines

of Kropotkin, expressed through human
solidarity.

Let’s deal with another aspect of

the question. In the Spartacist pamphlet

“Enlightenment Rationalism and the

Origins of Marxism.” I noted that in

some ways Rousseau and Adam Smith

represented the poles of Enlightenment

continued on page 10

Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels
(inset). Marx and
Engels counterposed
the revolutionary
mobilization of the
proletariat against
capitalism to the
class-collaborationist
doctrines of

anarchism.
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Anarchism...
(continuedfrom page 9)

thought. Adam Smith argued that social

and economic inequality is a necessary

overhead cost for technological progress,

raising the general standards of living,

increasing what he called The Wealth of
Nations. Rousseau accepted that argu-

ment, but drew the reverse conclusion:

equality and social harmony and commu-
nal values could exist only with a static

and relatively primitive economy. Con-

sistent with his entire doctrine, he main-

tained that man was happiest, indeed he

was only happy, at the most primal level

of economic existence:

"As long as men remained satisfied

with their rustic huts; as long as they

were content with clothes made of the

skins of animals, sewn with thorns and
fish bones; as long as they continued

to consider feathers and shells as suffi-

cient ornaments, and to paint their bod-

ies different colors, to improve or orna-

ment their bows and arrows, to fashion

with sharp-edged stones. ..they lived

free, healthy, honest and happy as much
as their nature would admit, and contin-

ued to enjoy with each other all the

pleasures of an independent intercourse."

Now. Marx maintained that such sub-

jective attitudes as ambition, selfish-

ness, envy of people who were wealthier

or more successful were ultimately the

product of economic scarcity. Rousseau
inverted this. For Rousseau, economic
scarcity derived from the fact that people

wanted to be better than their fellows.

A conventional understanding of so-

cialism and communism, of what moti-

vates us, is that we are hostile to capital-

ism because of the extremes of economic
and social inequality. There are people

who work hard and are destitute, espe-

cially in but not limited to Third World
countries. And then there are people who
do nothing, who are strictly parasitic,

and live in the lap of luxury. Well, cer-

tainly an important goal of communism
is to eliminate that. But that is not the

ultimate goal. The ultimate goal lies in a

whole other sphere of human activity, the

sphere outside of consumption, and it is

precisely this sphere that requires a much
higher level of labor productivity than

exists even in the most advanced capi-

talism. In other words, if our goal were
simply to provide everybody in this

country with a decent standard of living,

say, equivalent to $80,000 or $100,000
for a family of four, we could do that

with the existing American economy just

by a little rearranging. That is not what
we're ultimately about. What we’re ulti-

mately about is providing all members of
society, here and elsewhere, with the

capacity to do creative work, what Marx
called free or unalienaled labor. We are

not basically in the business of equality

of consumption.

Now precisely because of this aspect,

Marxism, the concept of communism,
is fundamentally different from both the

earlier socialists and the anarchists. For
the pre-Marxian socialists, the ultimate

goal was equality. The first revolution-
ary communist organization, derived in

the last stages of the French Revolution,
was called the “Conspiracy of Equals.”
If you ask an anarchist what his ulti-

mate goal is, he would say "freedom."
When Kropotkin formed a journal in

England in the late 19th century, he called

it Freedom. Although we recognize that
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equality and freedom have value in

themselves, ultimately for us these are a

means to an end. What does equality

mean under communism? It certainly

doesn't mean that people have the same
living standards, or consume or utilize

the same material resources. Equality

simply means equal access. There'll be

a huge range of lifestyles, consuming
very differently.

People will be free to do what they

want. It's not merely that there won't

be a coercive slate, but most time will be

what is now called "free time.” The ques-

tion for Marx was. how will people uti-

lize that free time? Will they do it like

they do now, which is mainly entertain-

ment. sports, games, socializing, vegging

out, hanging out, you know, not work-

ing? Marx envisioned most people spend-

ing their free time in “free labor,” that

is, creative, artistic, scientific or related

work, which he described in this way:
"Really free labour, the composing of
music for example, is at the same time
damned serious and demands the greatest

effort. The labour concerned with material

production can only have this character if

(1) it is of a social nature, (2) it has a sci-

entific character and at the same lime is

general work, i.e. if it ceases to be human
effort as a definite, trained natural force,

gives up its purely natural, primitive
aspects and becomes the activity of a sub-
ject controlling all the forces of nature in

the production process."

Well, to control all the forces of nature

in the productive process involves the

expenditure of very considerable material

resources. First, there is the question of

acquiring the knowledge of the forces of
nature. Consider the vast resources nec-

essary to acquire a PhD in physics or

chemistry or biology—not for the privi-

leged few, but for anybody who wants to.

Also, many spheres of scientific research

require vast expenditures of material

resources—space exploration, genetic

engineering, robotics, paleontology, on
and on. The point basically is that Marx’s
conception of communism is one in

which all the progressive achievements of
civilization are fully utilized, made
accessible to all members of society and
vastly expanded. It’s a concept quite alien

to the Rousseauean idea of some kind of
primitive economic harmony or commu-
nal values.

The Workers State and
the Anarcho-Commune

I want to discuss a couple of aspects of
Marx’s conflict with Bakunin, or Baku-
ninist doctrine, which bear very much on
our current work with anarchoid-liberal-

Green-radical youth. We are not inter-

ested in anarchist youth because they are

anarchists as such. We are interested in

anarchist youth only because they are

involved, even if w'rong-hcadcdly, in

struggles on behalf of the oppressed

and exploited. We are interested in the

anarchist youth who are involved in the

Mumia campaign and even in the “anti-

globalization” campaign. In a number of

West European countries, the anarchists

or the anarchoids arc sort of the most mil-

itant defenders of the rights of immi-

grants against the attacks of fascists and

the government. Well, so arc we.

So, presumably a lot of anarchists

really want to overcome the vast differ-

ence between the Third World and the

First World. That is, they are opposed
to and want to overcome the impover-

ishment of much of humanity, which is

entirely consistent with anarchist doctrine

as a goal. The problem is that it contra-

dicts anarchist program and means. If

you read, for example, Bakunin's Revo-

lutionary Catechism , in which he spells

out in great detail the organization of

the future anarcho-communist society, it

is based on extreme economic as well

as political decentralization. You have

these little local anarcho-communes
which get together to form regional

anarcho-communes, which are basically

economically self-sufficient, though they

may trade with one another. But the prob-

lem is, an anarcho-commune in upper

Manhattan and one in a peasant village in

India are going to be very different kinds

of anarcho-communes. That’s not equal-

ity. Freedom maybe, equality no. How do
you get equality? Well, the one way you’re

going to get that is the Marxist program,

which is an internationally planned,

socialized economy with a central politi-

cal government, at least during the transi-

tion to a classless, communist society.

Let me give you a concrete example.

Parts of the Persian Gulf area have two-

thirds of the world’s oil reserves, and you

can extract oil from this region at a mere

fraction of the cost pretty much anywhere

else. But let’s say that you have a Baku-

ninite world in which you have these self-

governing regions in the oil-rich areas of

the Persian Gulf. What’s to prevent the

inhabitants of these regions from taking

advantage of their oil monopoly just like

the Saudi monarchy and the oil compa-

nies do today and charging the rest of

the world extortionate prices? Now of

course the Bakuninites never answer

that question, but one can answer it from

their logic. They would say, "After the

anarchist revolution, everybody vyill

undergo a moral regeneration. They will

identify their interests themselves with

the rest of humanity and therefore they

will provide the oil which they extract,

because of uneven natural resources, to

the rest of the world, gratis."

At bottom, anarchism is the Rous-

seauean version of an essentially benevo-

lent human nature and the “revolution”

therefore is essentially close to religion.

And in the U.S. today, there’s a lot of

religiosity in left circles. The revolution

is basically seen as a change in subjectiv-

ity, and in institutions only insofar as they

follow from that change in subjectivity,

where people give up their individual

selfishness and identify with the interests

of humanity.

The Workers State and
Bureaucratism
The Italian Marxist Antonio Gramsci,

one of the founders of the Italian Com-
munist Party, made a very important

point. He said that military strategy is

based on attacking the weak points of
your enemy and avoiding the strong

points. In political and polemical strug-

gle, you do just the opposite. You want to

attack and polemicize against the strong-

est arguments of your opponent, pre-

sented by the most intelligent and coher-

ent representatives. If you’re writing a

polemic against somebody, you don’t

single out some indefensible formulation
which everybody knows they don’t really

mean. That’s not going to convince them.
Now, the strongest arguments for Baku-
ninite anarchism are actually provided
retrospectively by the phenomenon of
Stalinism. This is Bakunin against Marx
on the workers state:

"So the result is the control of the vast
majority of the people by a privileged
minority. But this minority, the Marx-
ists say, will consist of workers. Yes,
quite possibly of former workers, but,
as soon us they have become the repre-
sentatives or rulers of the people, they
cease to be workers and will gaze down
upon the whole world of the common
workers from the eminence of 'state-
hood'; they will no longer represent the
people, but only themselves and their
‘claims’ to govern the people. Anyone
who can doubt this knows nothing of
human nature."

Now wouldn’t a typical American lib-

eral see in this that Bakunin was predict-
ing the rise ot a Stalinist bureaucracy,
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Utopian idea

that capitalism

can simply be
"resisted” by “the

people” ignores
basic class

division of society

and revolutionary

role that the

proletariat must
play against U.S.

imperialism.

which ruled in its own inleresl while

claiming to he Marxist and to represent

the interests of the working class? And

in fact a number of left-wing writers who

in general reject and oppose anarchism

have argued that Bakunin on this ques-

tion was more prescient, more realistic,

less utopian than Marx, because he

worried about the bureaucracy of a post-

revolutionary society. How does one

answer that argument?

When Bakunin asked, "Will perhaps

the entire proletariat stand at the head

of the government?" Marx replied, "In a

trades union, for example, does the en-

tire union form its executive committee?"

But in point of fact, in the unions of

Marx’s day—and he was fully aware of

this—the leaders did not represent the

interests of the ranks. The only mass

unions at the time when Marx said this

were the British trade unions. The leaders

were political liberals They were openly

pro-capitalist. Moreover. Marx just a few

years earlier had engaged in a factional

struggle against them in the First Interna-

tional. (Ironically, the liberal leaders of

the unions blocked with the anarchists

against Marx. So Bakunin was not in a

position to denounce Marx on that score.

But that’s Realpolitik, not ideas.)

You get the same apparent contradic-

tion in Lenin. By the time you get to

Lenin, you have mass workers parties as

well as unions, but these are thoroughly

bureaucratized. And in 1916, Lenin

wrote Imperialism, the Highest Stage of

Capitalism , and a central aspect of that

book is an analysis of and attack on the

pro-capitalist bureaucracy of the workers

movement. But the next year, when he

wrote State and Revolution, there was

an implicit assumption that there would

be no bureaucracy in a workers state

after the overthrow of capitalism. Thus

he writes:

"li is quite possible, alter the overthrow

of the capitalists and the bureaucrats,

to proceed immediately, overnight, to

replace them in the control over produc-

tion and distribution, in the work of

keeping account of labour and products,

by the armed workers, by the whole of

the armed population. (The question

of control and accounting should not be

confused with the question of the sci-

entifically trained staff of engineers,

agronomists and so on. These gentlemen

are working today in obedience to the

wishes of the capitalists, and will work
even better tomorrow in obedience to the

wishes of the armed workers.)"

So how does one account for this

apparent contradiction? Why did Marx
and Lenin recognize the role of bureauc-

racy in the workers organizations under

capitalism but implicitly assume this

would not be a problem in a workers stale

following the overthrow of capitalism?

First, Marx and Lenin recognized that

m order to have a workers revolution in

the first place, the workers would have to

have a much higher level of political con-

sciousness and a different leadership.

That is. as long as the British workers

supported the openly pro-capitalist union

leaders, supported the British Empire,

there could be no workers revolution. So

it's not that somehow you go from what

exists to a workers stale with no change

in leadership and consciousness on the

part of the working class. As long as the

American working class more or less sub-

scribes to the politics ol AFL-CIO leader

John Sweeney, there's not going to be a

proletarian revolution in this country. So

that's part of the answer.

The second part, which is more funda-

mental. is that Marx and Lenin, when

they were talking about a workers state,

were not talking about Soviet Russia in

the early 1920s. They were talking about

a workers stale in an advanced capitalist

country, an advanced industrial country.

Moreover, they were talking about it in an

international context in which proletarian

revolution had triumphed in the major

capitalist countries. Obviously there can

be no "withering away" of the state even

in an advanced capitalist country if you

are involved in a cold and maybe hot war

against another equally or more powerful

capitalist state, like the U.S. So if we take

power in Japan, believe me. the state is

not going to wither away as long as a cap-

italist U.S. is there.

So again, one comes back to the funda-

mental question of economic scarcity.

Why is there a labor bureaucracy, ulti-

mately? Is it, as Bakunin would argue,

because of a natural desire on the part of

men to lord it over and dominate other

men? Well, if that's true, that’s an incon-

sistent argument even on his part, because

then how do you gel anarchism'’ No. Ulli

mutely a labor bureaucracy has the same

cause as classes in general. It arises from

conditions of economic scarcity. As Leon

Trotsky explained in his classic work on

Stalinism, The Revolution Betrayed:

"The basis of bureaucratic rule is the

poverty of society in objects of con-

sumption. with the resulting struggle of

each against all. Where there is enough
goods in a store, the purchasers can

come whenever (hey want to. When there

is little goods, the purchasers arc com-
pelled to stand in line. When the lines

are very long, it is necessary to appoint a

policeman to keep order. Such is the

starting point of the power of (he Soviet

bureaucracy. It 'knows' who is to get

something and who has to wait."

Now in the U.S. today, the labor

bureaucracy is pretty much petty-bour-

geois careerists from the get-go. But

in the 1930s and '40s in this country, and

in other countries today, many of the

labor bureaucrats were people who
began as militant young workers, mem-

bers of left-wing organizations who

thought of themselves as reds. But they

went into the union officialdom, and

gradually they lost their belief in revolu-

tion and acquired certain material and

social privileges.

I suppose the most extreme case would

be South Africa, because there the exis-

tence of a labor bureaucracy is so recent

and the result of such a rapid change in

the political situation. Consider that 15

years ago all of the trade-union leaders

and Communist Party government offi-

cials in South Africa were either in

prison, underground or in exile. And if

these people 15 years ago could have

looked into the future and seen what they

had become, they would be horrified. But

the difference, especially in South Africa,

between the life you can live as a union

official and the life of a rank-and-file

worker is vast.

Ultimately of course, as Marx and

Engels wrote, the withering away of

the stale is premised on a rapid rise

in the level of labor productivity, making

it higher than the advanced capitalist

countries.

Anarchism and Stalinism

In reality, Stalinism as a doctrine is

actually closer to Bakuninism than it is

to Marxism. Stalin maintained that you

could build socialism in one coun-

try, Russia, but at least he thought you

could raise the level of productivity.

Bakunin thought you could have anarcho-

communism in a Russia that was basi-

cally on a primitive peasant base. In both

cases there’s a divorcing of what could be

called social psychology from the eco-

nomic basis. In other words, there’s a

denial of the fundamental premise of

Marx that right cannot stand higher than

the economic structure of society and the

cultural level conditioned thereby. And

that’s the real answer. Ultimately the Sta-

linist bureaucracy is a product of the con-

tinued world domination of capitalism,

which prevents the raising of the general

level of productivity in deformed workers

stales, like China. The more intellectually

honest anarchists actually recognize the

similarity between certain strands of Sta-

linism and Bakuninism, so that anarchist

intellectual Paul Avrich argues that Mao-

ism and Guevarism—which really main-

tain that socialism is basically a change

in psychology in the masses with no rela-

tion to the level of production—were

actually closer to Bakuninism than Marx-

ism, and he was right.

If you read some of the old Stalinist

propaganda about the "new Soviet man,"

it’s very much consistent with the Baku-

ninist notion of a moral regeneration.

The Marxist scholar Isaac Deutscher,

for example, characterized the “socialist

man” Stalin presented to the world as

working 12 hours a day under conditions

that no American worker would accept.

In his Revolutionary Catechism, Baku-

nin in many ways paints a very attractive

society. But he maintained that society

could exist, and was in fact even more

likely to exist, in the most backward, rural

regions of Europe— Italy and Russia. It

is no coincidence that anarchism as a doc-

trine and a movement took hold in back-

ward European countries like Spain and

Italy; tsarist Russia, which never had

a mass anarchist movement, produced

some of the most influential anarchist

thinkers.

Bakunin was an advocate of, by the

very nature of his doctrine, socialism in

one country, or even in one region of one

country. For Bakunin, consistent with the

whole Rousseauean tradition, the main

effect of the revolution was not a reorgan-

ization of production to a higher level but

a change in the political consciousness,

so that people identified their own per-

sonal interests with humanity in general.

Marxists, on the other hand, reject the

spurious arguments of both the Stalin-

ists and the anarchists that classless com-
munism is simply the product of a

psychological regeneration. We fight to

overthrow the capitalist system in order

to reorganize production so as to raise

it to such a high level that scarcity will

no longer exist. Only then can we lay

the material basis for the emancipation

of humanity from exploitation, war and

poverty.*

Spartacus Youth Club Events

NEW YORK
Meet the Marxists on Campus
Thursday, September 7. 4 p.m.

New York University

Friday, September 8, 5:30 p.m.

Columbia University

For room and further information call:

(212) 267-1025

VANCOUVER
The Communist Manifesto:

A Guide to Action

Wednesday, September 20, 6:30 p.m.

University of British Columbia

For room and further information call:

(604) 687-0353

TORONTO
Marxism vs. Anarchism

Wednesday, September 13, 7 p.m.

The Communist Manifesto:

A Guide to Action

Wednesday, September 20, 7 p.m.

International Student Centre

U of T, 33 St. George Street

For information and readings call.

(416) 593-4138

Visit the
ICL lVeto Site!

iviviv. icl-fi.org
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*

M S. Nappelbaum

Lenin during founding congress of the Communist
International, March 1919. In opposition to

nationalist dogmas of anarchism and Stalinism,

communists fight for revolutionary

internationalism. Lenin's Sfafe and Revolution

explained that socialism can only be built in the

context of international workers revolution.
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Democrats,
Republicans...
(continuedfrom page 1

)

While the level of black unemploy-
ment has dropped, most of those jobs are

subsistence-level, minimum-wage posi-

tions with no benefits and no future.

Meanwhile, the axing of welfare and
Medicaid benefits has consigned mil-

lions of women and children to even

deeper destitution, homelessness, dis-

ease and malnutrition. The percentage

of black people covered by any form
of medical insurance has continued to

decline in recent years. And for every

young black male attending an elite uni-

versity, dozens are serving time in

prison. The U.S. prison population

—

of racist American capitalism, There is

no road to eliminating the special

oppression of black people other than the

working-class conquest of power, and
there will be no proletarian revolution to

end class exploitation unless the working
class actively takes up the fight for black

rights.

"The working class has the numbers, the

organization and the power to win all

those things that the ruling class appro-
priates for itself—health care, education,

decent housing, abortion rights. What is

lacking is the kind of leadership neces-

sary to fight—a leadership of the unions
that doesn't bow down to the bosses'

laws, parties and state agencies, a work-
ers party that doesn't respect the prop-

programs benefiting minorities and the

poor. America's rulers are quite aware

that they are sitting on a powder keg of

discontent. Yet even as they vastly aug-

ment the forces of state repression, they

are concerned to maintain illusions in

the "democracy" of capitalist class rule

in the U.S.

Less than half the electorate now votes

m the presidential elections—an all-lime

low—while, for the first time since before

the Civil War. third parties got more than

10 percent of the votes in the last two

elections. Bourgeois Green Parly candi-

date Ralph Nader seeks to capitalize on

this disaffection by offering a refurbished

version of Democratic Party liberalism

which doesn't even make a nod to black

people. Meanwhile, the AFL-CIO labor

bureaucracy and the middle-class black

Democrats are hitting the hustings to get

out the vote for Gore.

Fully 30 percent of DNC delegates

were trade unionists. The ties to the Dem-
ocratic Parly forged by the labor bureau-

crats, which bind the working class to the

class enemy, are a strategic obstacle to

pursuing the class struggle against capital

Left:

Ralph Nader,
protectionist

China-basher.
Right: Teamsters
head James
Hoffa Jr. carries
sign against
trade relations

with China at

anti-Communist
protest in

Washington,
April 12.

/

% VOTE
« a EDUCATION-HEALTH care-equality-so
n (OMMUMIST PARTY • YOUNC COMMUNIJflCi

WV Photos

Reformists push bourgeois electoral politics: ISO at L.A. convention protest promotes "anti-corporate" fa$ade of cap-
italist Greens’ Nader, shill for Democrats; Communist Party in Philadelphia stumps for Gore with "fight the right" line.

why so many black leaders, centrally the

Democratic Party politicians, today in

effect accept de facto segregation. That’s

because genuine social and economic

integration would require a massive redis-

tribution of wealth, a total and radical

restructuring of the American economy
which can only come about with the

destruction of the capitalist system. There

is no other possible way to provide for

quality, integrated housing and medical

care, to ensure that children in the inner-

city ghettos receive an education in any

sense comparable to that available in

affluent, largely white suburbs.

The liberal-led civil rights movement
of the 1960s could do nothing to funda-

mentally change the economic and social

conditions of black people. Demands for

voting rights, an end to Jim Crow segre-

gation and legal equality could be

achieved under capitalist democracy. But
the forcible subjugation and segregation

of the black population at the bottom of

this society cannot be eradicated through

new civil rights laws.

While younger blacks may view the

1963 March on Washington as the culmi-
nation of the militant struggle for civil

rights, the reality was very different. The
fight for black equality profoundly shook
the American bourgeois order. However,
the liberal black leadership represented

by Martin Luther King sought to contain

the civil rights struggles within the frame-
work of "respectable" bourgeois politics,

in particular tying the movement to the

Democratic Party Kennedy and Johnson
administrations.

This was especially clear during the

1963 march, which was marked by
growing tensions between the younger
black militants and the King leadership

and his sponsors in the white liberal

establishment, particularly the Walter
Reuther wing of the AFL-CIO bureauc-
racy. John Lewis, then head of the mili-

tant Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC), drafted a speech
denouncing the Democratic Party, saying
"the party of Kennedy is the party of
Eastland," Mississippi's Dixiecrat sena-
tor. March leaders, particularly Reuther
and black social-democratic union leader
A. Philip Randolph, pressured Lewis into

deleting this section of the speech.
With millions taking to the streets

and battling the racist cops from Bir-

mingham. Alabama to Los Angeles and
Detroit, the fight for black equality inter-

sected growing popular opposition to

U.S. imperialism's dirty colonial war
against the Vietnamese workers and
peasants. However, the ruling class was
able to restabilize society through a com-
bination of murderous repression, partic-

ularly directed at the Black Panther Party
and other radicals, and the co-optation of
a layer ot black leaders and activists.

Today, the core of the black wing of the

Democratic Party—from King's one-
time lieutenant Jesse Jackson to former
SNCC leader John Lewis—derives from
this period.

It is these black Democrats, based on
the middle class, who help tie the mass of
black workers and poor to the capitalist
system of exploitation, impoverishment
and racial oppression. Yet the entire net-
work of government programs upon
which the black middle class is largely
based—as bureaucrats in various federal.

For the working class to be mobilized in

its own interests and in the interests of all

the oppressed, it must stand independent
of the capitalist class, its parlies and its

stale apparatus. Break with the Demo-
crats—Forge a workers party to fight for

a workers government!

Jackson, Sharpton: Front Men
for White Racist Rulers
The Democrats’ overt appeals to the

Republican "mainstream" risk even fur-

ther alienating organized labor, blacks
and liberal intellectuals. Yet it is the trade

unionists manning the campaign phone
banks and the black politicos and preach-
ers who are critical to a Democratic vic-

tory. One delegate, a retired auto worker,
shrugged: "Can we get our people to turn

out on election day? I don't know."
The black Democrats are working

overtime to bring out the vote for Gore/
Lieberman come November. The Con-
gressional Black Caucus was trotted out

lor a photo-op with Lieberman. The sec-
ond day of the convention was devoted to

“liberals' night," as Ted Kennedy joined
with Jesse Jackson in spouting off about
a "new frontier” and “diversity" (i.e.,

tokenism). Meanwhile, Al Sharpton is

working the streets to hustle the black
vole, organizing an August 26 demonstra-
tion in Washington, D.C. on the anniver-
sary of the 1963 March on Washington.
While nominally a protest against police
brutality, racial profiling and the death
penalty, the real message of Sharpton's
march is on his mobilizing flyer: "Vote in

November to ensure justice for all!”

The politics of “lesser evilism" perpet-
uate the racist hellhole that American
society is for black people. For all the
talk from the DNC platform about an
"economic miracle" and unprecedented
prosperity, by every measure—educa-
tion. housing, job prospects, wages for
those who can get work—the mass of the

black population is materially worse off
than before the struggles of the 1960s.

12

heavily black and Hispanic—has now
reached two million.

Fed up with being pushed around in

the one-sided class war against labor and
the poor, seething with anger over ram-
pant cop tefror like the death-squad-slyle

killing of Amadou Diallo, thousands

came out last October 23 in response to

the Partisan Defense Committee call to

stop the KKK terrorists from riding in

New York City. Running point for the

entire slate Democratic Party machine
and working in collusion with Republi-
can mayor Giuliani, Sharpton pulled out

all the stops to try and prevent this mass
labor/black mobilization. But the Demo-
crats, who went so far as to offer a plat-

form for the Klan in a grotesque demon-
stration of “tolerance," failed. On that

day, the working people and minorities

ol NYC repudiated the Democrats and
ensured that they would prevail. As we
wrote in our WV supplement (1 Novem-
ber 1999) tilled “Labor/Black Mobiliza-
tion Rides KKK Out of NYC":

"The successful labor/black mobilization
brought lo life the connection between
labor's fight and ihe fight for black free-
dom. Black oppression is the cornerstone

erty 'rights' of the bourgeoisie We need
a workers party that fights for a workers
government to rip the means of produc-
tion from ihe capitalist class and institute

a planned socialist economy that oper-
ates not for the profit of a few greedy
exploiters but for Ihe working people
who produce the wealth of society That
is the kind of workers parly that we com-
munists of the Spartacist League are

fighting to build."

Bankrupt Liberalism vs.
the Fight for Black Freedom

Official black leaders no longer even
talk about reforms which would radi-

cally improve the conditions of the black

masses. A recent op-ed piece in the New
York Times (6 August) by liberal black

academic Orlando Patterson criticizes the

Congressional Black Caucus and a num-
ber of black Democratic mayors for being
“committed to a conception of inclusive-

ness that eschews genuine social and cul-

tural integration." He notes. "While most
African-Americans and the middle classes

generally still say they favor integration,

some prominent black political leaders

have given up on this strategy."

However, Patterson does not explain

UAW president
Stephen Yokich

(left) fetes
Democrat Gore

at August 11

union rally.

WORKERS VANGUARD



Up to 10,000
turned out for PDC-
initiated labor/black

mobilization that

rode Klan out of

NYC last October 23,

in opposition to

Democrats' grotesque
call for “tolerance”

for racist killers.

state and local government agencies—has

been steadily under bipartisan attack

This is a direct product of the sharp shift

to the right throughout the bourgeois

political spectrum. As we explained when
the Republicans moved to impeach Clin-

ton over the Monica Lewinsky affair:

“The shape of bourgeois politics in

America was fundamentally altered in

the wake of the passage of the 1964 Civil

Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act of
1965. The 'New Deal' Democratic Party

alliance between labor. Northern liber-

als and the Southern segregationists

cemented by Franklin Delano Roosevelt

in the 1930s was blown apart. Republi-

can presidential candidate Barry Gold-

water—who voted against the Civil

Rights Act—authored the Republican

Parly's 'Southern Strategy,’ persuading

racist Southern Democrats—the Dixie-

crats—to defect. For the past 35 years,

every presidential election has centered

on race, with the Democrats desperately

working to reverse the perception that

they were beholden to 'special interests'

like blacks and labor."— IVV No. 704, 8 January 1999

Central to Clinton's electoral strategy in

1992 was the Democrats’ own "Southern

strategy." aimed at recapturing some of

the racist white vote which had gone

Republican during the Reagan-Bush

years of the 1980s.

As opposed to the dead end of sup-

port to “lesser evil” Democrats and the

reactionary black nationalism of Louis

Farrakhan, we stand for the perspective

of revolutionary integrationism , fighting

against every instance of discrimination

and for the lull integration of black peo-

ple into an egalitarian socialist society.

Black workers are a strategic component

of the working class, in whose hands lies

the power to break the chains of capitalist

exploitation and racist oppression. Sub-

jected to both class and racial oppres-

sion, black workers will be impelled to

play a leading role in the socialist revo-

lution in this country.

Reformist Tails on
Democratic Donkey

It is telling that even before the L.A.

convention, the Democratic Socialists of

America (DSA) decided not to endorse

Gore, saying he “represents a centrist,

neo-liberal politics." Michael Harrington

and other DSA founders were key Demo-
cratic Party advisers and authored the

"war on poverty" programs which were

used to co-opt a layer of black activists

m the '60s. Now the DSA contends, "It

is inaccurate to describe DSA as primar-

ily working within the ‘left-wing’ of the

Democratic Party." This is not because

the DSA has moved to the left, but

because the “New" Democratic leaders

no longer want a social-democratic "left

wing" in their party.

As communists, we seek to direct

increasing disillusionment with bour-

geois electoral politics into the struggle

for working-class political independence

from the parties of the capitalist class

enemy. Our purpose is to make the work-

ing class conscious of its historic interest

in fighting to abolish this entire racist

profit system through proletarian socialist

revolution. As a tactic in building the

revolutionary workers party necessary to

achieve this aim we will on occasion run

in elections—as we have in the past— in

order to bring our political program to

new and wider audiences and to mobilize

support for extraparliamentary social

struggle m defense of labor and against

racial oppression.

The reformist left, occasional lip ser-

vice to socialism notwithstanding, offers

a program of palliatives of capitalist

exploitation and oppression. The ref-

ormists’ whole purpose is to reinforce

the consummate shell game of bourgeois

electoral politics, which means reinforc-

ing the grip of the Democratic Party on

working people and minorities. The vehi-

cle some fake-socialist groups have

seized on for doing this in the current

elections is Ralph Nader’s Green Party

campaign. While not receiving the big

corporate bucks that fund the two main

capitalist parties, the Green Party is nev-

ertheless a capitalist parly, albeit with

a petty-bourgeois base. Nader openly

says that his aim is to bring out the vote

for Democratic Congressional candi-

dates. In short, Nader is a capitalist can-

didate in his own right and a shill for the

Democrats.

Socialist Alternative (formerly Labor

Militant) has virtually liquidated itself

into "Socialists for Nader.” The Soli-

darity outfit, which is also endorsing

Dave McReynolds of the moribund, anti-

communist Socialist Party, lauds Nader

for “a powerful critique of the strangula-

tion of democracy by corporate control of

the political process." The International

Socialist Organization (ISO) enthuses, "A

Left Wing Challenge to the Two Main-

stream Parlies."

Only a few months ago, the ISO's

Socialist Worker was filled with implic-

itly pro-Democratic Party “fight the

right" attacks on Bush and paeans to

Democratic politicians like Jesse Jackson

Jr. who call for a moratorium on the

death penalty. Socialist Worker (12 May)
lambasted Nader for joining with right-

winger Pat Buchanan in China-bashing,

adding that "Nader has shied away

from class issues" and that his “position

on other issues is far from consistently

progressive." But now the ISO has dis-

covered Nader’s “unexpected popular-

ity," particularly among the liberals it

appeals to who feel homeless in the

Democratic Party.

To cover for its craven opportun-

ism, the ISO's International Socialist

Review (August/September 2000) claims

that Nader's campaign offers "the oppor-

tunity to fight for class solutions with a

small but serious pro-labor alternative,"

the justification echoed in one way or

another by Nader’s other "socialist"

cheerleaders. In fact, like Nader, the ISO

sees his campaign as a tactic to pressure

the Democrats, observing that "the Dem-
ocrats are losing workers' and students'

votes that might cost them the election"

and arguing that as a result of his cam-

paign the Democratic Parly "will be pres-

sured to move to the left to win elections

or it will precipitate deeper splits that

may allow for the formation of a new
party independent of the corporations."

Far from being a "pro-labor alterna-

tive," Nader has a notorious history of

serving the capitalist government against

the unions (something the ISO might not

notice because it has a similar history). In

1969, Nader testified before a Senate

hearing to charge the leadership of the

United Mine Workers with financial cor-

ruption. In 1972, he turned his attention to

the powerful Teamsters union, helping set

up an opposition group called PROD
(Professional Drivers Council for Safety

and Health) which served as a coordinat-

ing center for lawsuits against the union.

PROD later fused with the ISO-supported

Teamsters for a Democratic Union (TDU).

which wrote the blueprint for the gov-

ernment’s takeover of the Teamsters

union in the late 1980s. Besides advising

the government how best to take control

of the unions, in 1984 Nader did his own
union-busting, locking out the staff at his

Multinational Monitor magazine after

they tried to organize a union to improve

their working conditions.

What the ISO means by Nader's "pro-

labor" stance is that he joins with the

pro-imperialist AFL-CIO tops in anli-

Communist China-bashing aimed at

fomenting capitalist counterrevolution to

destroy the gains of the 1949 Chinese

Revolution. In his support for trade pro-

tectionism, Nader pushes the most vile

anti-Mexican chauvinism, ranting: "You
are driving along in Maine or Minnesota

or Illinois, looking in the rearview mirror

and there’s a big Mexican truck bearing

down on you with a driver who doesn't

have to meet the same standards. ..that

U.S. truck drivers have to meet" ( Chicago

Tribune
, 25 June). This diatribe is of a

piece with Nader’s hostility to the strug-

gle against the special oppression of

black people, despite his proclaimed

opposition to the death penalty and the

“war on drugs." During his 1996 presi-

dential bid, Nader sneered that "to

focus on discriminatory injustice"—i.e..

racism
—

"you tend to divide the country"

(San Francisco Chronicle . 13 October

1996).

As for the Green Party’s environmen-

talism, this can equally well appeal to the

right as to the left, seeing “over-consump-

tion” and technology as the problem. At
bottom, the Greens seek to hide the

squalor of capitalist exploitation from the

sensitive eyes of the middle class. Start-

ing with the neo-Malthusian argument
that there isn’t enough to go around, the

logic is to decide who loses out. That

logic was behind a 1998 proposal from a

wing of the Sierra Club for immigration

restrictions as a way to put an "end to

U.S. population growth." In Germany,
Rudolph Bahro, a founder of the Green
Party there, called for a “Green Adolf’ to

lead the Germans to "ecological salva-

tion" after breaking with the Greens in

1985. In Britain, a wing of the fascist

National Front issues the cry, "Racial

preservation is green!"

For a Workers Government!

In their own way. many poor and work-

ing people recognize that there is little to

choose from between the Democrats and
Republicans. In effect, they vote against

both parlies by not voting at all or by cast-

ing a protest vole. But while the Demo-
cratic and Republican leaders ritu-

ally complain about low voter turnout,

the interests of the ruling class are

also served by political passivity, apathy
and even cynicism among the masses.

continued on page 14

AP

Martin Luther King Jr., A. Philip Randolph and other liberal civil rights
leaders, seen here with President Kennedy following 1963 March on
Washington, chained black struggle to Democratic Party.

WV Photo

USWA Local 8888 waged four-month strike against Virginia's Newport News
shipyard in heart of racist, “open shop" South. Labor rights and black rights

go hand in hand!
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French troops
occupy Port Said as
Britain, France and
Israel invade Egypt

over Nasser’s
nationalization of

Suez Canal, 1956.

Near East...
(continuedfrom page 6)

Wafdists and the DMNL. Nasser looked

to the DMNL to print the Free Officers’

leaflets and perform other tasks. Mean-

while. the Free Officers provided military

support to the Muslim Brotherhood for its

"liberation battalions" in the Canal Zone.

Central in this was Nasser’s comrade-in-

arms (and future Egyptian president)

Anwar Sadat, who in a 1952 newspaper

interview praised Adolf Hiller as a great

patriot who worked for the good of his

people.

In July 1952. the Free Officers seized

power, sweeping away the despised

monarchy. The DMNL supported the

military coup as an expression of the

"national democratic movement." The

following month, when textile workers

in Kafr Al-Dawwar near Alexandria went

on strike, believing their leaders’ assur-

ances that the new regime was on their

side. Nasser threw down the gauntlet to

the organized workers movement. Two

strike leaders were arrested, condemned

to death for “a grave crime against the

state" and hanged on the factory grounds.

The Communists were banned, strikes

were outlawed and a corporal i si regime of

labor control was set up in which the

trade unions were placed under effective

control by the military regime.

Nasser’s nationalization of the Suez

Canal in 1956 and the subsequent inva-

sion of Egypt by Britain. France and

Israel was a milestone in the postwar

history of the Near East. Washington’s

successful strong-arming of Britain and

France to withdraw their troops con-

firmed U.S. imperialism as the top dog in

the region The U.S. was then intent on

cohering the Baghdad Pact (CENTO), a

regional anti-Soviet military alliance akin

to NATO m West Europe. Standing at the

head of a campaign against adherence by

Arab governments to the Baghdad Pact,

Nasser shifted to a pro-Soviet posture,

while continuing his anti-Communist

repression. Less than one month before

nationalization of the Suez Canal, a mili-

tary tribunal sentenced 40 Communists to

prison terms of hard labor.

The establishment of closer relations

between the Soviet Union and Egypt led

to a Soviet reappraisal of Nasser, whose

July 1952 coup was now described as an

"anti-imperialist revolution." The various

Communist groups in Egypt, united by

their enthusiastic support for Nasser,

moved to fuse their forces. In their desire

to ingratiate themselves with the rising

tide of Nasser's pan-Arab nationalism,

the unified Communist Party of Egypt

stipulated that Jews were prohibited from

playing a leadership role in the party.

With the Egyptian Communists firmly

under Nasser’s thumb, the nationalists

in power in Syria sought a merger with

Egypt in order to stifle the growing influ-

ence of the Syrian Communist Party.

As in Egypt, the Syrian Communists tied

themselves politically to bourgeois na-

tionalists who showed themselves to be

the workers’ worst enemies. The fiercely

anti-Communist Syrian Ba'ath Party in

power had adopted a “left" stance. Resist-

ing Western pressure to join the Baghdad

Pact, it made overtures to the Soviet

Union and welcomed the Communists
into the ruling coalition.

The Syrian Communist Party contin-

ued to grow spectacularly, leading the

three trade-union federations by 1957.

While objecting to the proposed union

with Egypt, the Syrian CP continued

to hail Nasser as the "leader of the

National Front of Arab Liberation." But

the formation of the "United Arab Repub-

lic" under Nasser’s leadership in 1958 led

to the suppression of the powerful Syrian

CP. then the largest in the Near East, and

the arrest of its leaders and hundreds of

members.

The next year. Nasser turned on his

Egyptian Communist supporters with a

vengeance, rounding up almost every

known leftist in the country. The Commu-
nists in prison were humiliated, tortured

and pressured to repudiate their political

ideas. Yet even as their comrades were

beaten to death or left to die for lack of

medical aid. the Communists maintained

their political support for Nasser.

During its diplomatic alliance with

Nasser's military bonapartist regime,

the Kremlin Stalinists showered Nasser’s

capitalist Egypt with more anti-aircraft

missiles and other military equipment
than they gave to North Vietnam as the

Vietnamese workers and peasants waged

a heroic—and ultimately victorious

—

struggle against U.S. imperialism. Not

surprisingly, the bourgeois-nationalist

Nasser ultimately turned against his

Soviet patrons. In the 1970s. his hand-

picked successor. Anwar Sadat, brought

Egypt fully into the fold of American
imperialism.

[TO BE CONTINUED]

Demonstrators
acclaim Egyptian
military strongman
Gamal Abdel Nasser,
hailed by Stalinists

as leader of "anti-

imperialist” struggle.

Democrats,
Republicans...
(continuedfrom page 13)

Certainly, many people rightly view

government officials and legislators as

corrupt and unprincipled, as political pros-

titutes on the corporate payroll. But as

long as they perceive that nothing can be

done about this, such an attitude does not

threaten or challenge the capitalist order.

Every reform and gain for workers,

minorities and women in this country

—

industrial unionism. Social Security and
Medicare, public health, formal equality

for black people, the right to abortion

—

has been won through hard-fought strug-

gles. and the role of the liberals and

social democrats was to keep those

struggles within the confines of electoral

reformism. The New Deal reforms were

instituted to head off the convulsive

labor struggles of the 1930s that formed
the industrial unions and shook the

American bourgeois order. The 1960s

“war on poverty" was aimed at buying

social peace as the ghettos exploded

across the U.S. Today, having achieved

its decades-long goal in the counter-

revolutionary destruction of the Soviet

degenerated workers state, and having

battered the trade unions at home for

more than two decades, the American
ruling class envisions a return to the

unrestrained capitalism of the 1920s

—

trade unions decimated, no social safety

net. no regulatory agencies.

It is necessary to defend Social Secur-

ity, public education, welfare and all

social programs against the vicious gov-

ernment rollback schemes. But our goal

is not simply to maintain the existing

conditions of the working class and poor

against the efforts of the capitalists to

bring about an even greater degree of

immiseration. The capitalist system itself

must be overthrown and replaced by a

planned socialist economy. For that, it is

necessary to forge a workers parly.

The best workers party in history was
the Bolshevik Parly of Lenin and

Trotsky, which led the workers of Russia

to power in the October Revolution. That

party was composed of the vanguard

layers of the proletariat and those revolu-

tionary intellectuals who came over to

the side of the workers. It steeled the

working masses for the seizure of state

power through political combat against

the labor bureaucrats and opportunist

"socialists" of the day. It was built by

leading hard-fought strike battles against

the employers and by acting as a tribune

of the people in fighting for democratic

rights for women, Jews and oppressed

nationalities against the Russian tsarist

autocracy. It used bourgeois elections as

a platform for revolutionary propaganda
and sent its elected representatives into

the tsarist parliament (Duma) as spokes-

men against the political parlies of the

capitalists and landowners.

Lenin's Bolsheviks also combatted
illusions that the workers could come
to power through parliamentary means.
They fought for workers rule through

elected workers councils (soviets), an aim
which was realized by the October Revo-

lution. Like the pro-capitalist trade-union

bureaucracy in this country which under-

mines the gains that were won through

hard class struggle, the Stalinist bureauc-

racy which came to power in 1924
betrayed the gains of the Russian Revolu-
tion and hijacked the exercise of political

power by the workers. The Stalinists pur-

sued class collaboration with the imperi-

alist rulers, not the revolutionary interna-

tionalist program that animated Lenin and
Trotsky's Bolshevik Party. Ultimately,

this led to the destruction of the Soviet

Union by the forces of imperialism and
domestic counterrevolution in 1991-92.

The Spartacist League is fighting to

build a Bolshevik Party like that of Lenin

and Trotsky to fight for new October Rev-
olutions—a multiracial revolutionary

workers party that will champion the fight

for black freedom, linking the power of

labor to the anger of the ghettos and bar-

rios and wielding that power in defense of
the rights of immigrants, women, gays
and all the oppressed. In a socialist soci-

ety, the surplus value which currently

goes into the coffers of Wall Street

tycoons would be used to rebuild the

country’s decaying infrastructure (such as

mass transit); to provide free medical care

and free, quality, racially integrated edu-
cation for all; to provide decent, afford-

able housing for all; to help raise the liv-

ing standards of the impoverished masses
ot the Third World. But to secure all these

things requires breaking the power of the

bourgeoisie and claiming the tremendous
wealth that is now controlled by a tiny

handtul to be used in the interests of soci-

ety as a whole. Forward to a workers rev-

olution and a socialist egalitarian society

internationally!
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Verizon...
(continuedfrom page 16)

decidedly not the policy of the CWA and

IBEW bureaucrats.

Instead of calling a solid national strike

of all Verizon workers to organize the

wireless sector, the CWA and IBEW
tops looked to contractual promises by

management, including a “neutrality”

clause supposedly assuring company
non-interference in unionization efforts.

According to the Wall Street Journal (21

August), “Verizon Hally rejected that

approach.” Small wonder. The corporate

owners are never neutral when it comes

to their profits. The CWA has a "Neu-

trality and Consent Election” provision

in its 1998 contract with AT&T. The
company’s consistent flouting of that pro-

vision provoked a strike vote earlier this

year over unfair labor practices.

The flying picket squads which have

shut down NYC facilities in the past two

days have not been seen in the American

labor movement in years. The mass

industrial unions were built in the 1930s

using just such tactics, along with plant

occupations, secondary labor boycotts,

etc.—not by the mechanism of signing

cards or scheduling NLRB elections. The
labor officialdom’s faith in company
"neutrality"—and in government agen-

cies and “neutral arbitrators” to enforce

such contractual promises—epitomizes

its program of class collaboration, which

sees “allies” in the government and polit-

ical parlies of the capitalist enemy. This

policy goes all the way back to the 1935

Wagner Act, passed under Franklin D.

Roosevelt’s “New Deal” administration,

which was designed to subordinate union

militancy to government labor boards and

contain the tumultuous class battles that

built the unions.

The corollary to this policy is the

bureaucracy’s political strategy of seek-

ing to elect "friend of labor" Democrats

who, they argue, will enact laws in the

interests of the workers. This lie has been

ILA Victory...
(continuedfrom page 16)

Carolina Knights of the Ku Klux Klan

has now announced plans to stage a race-

hate provocation in North Charleston on

September 2, only two days before the

Labor Day picnic which in recent years

has drawn thousands of black and work-

ing people. This would be the first Klan

gathering in the area in years, a deadly

threat to Charleston’s black population

and all trade unionists. A massive out-

pouring of labor/black power would make

short shrift of the Klan lynchers who
wrap themselves in the Confederate Hag

of slavery.

As the Partisan Defense Committee,

which is associated with the Sparlacist

League, wrote in a letter protesting the

cop rampage against the ILA in January:

“The cops who were mobilized from

across the stale to enforce the Nordana

shipping bosses’ efforts to bust the ILA
union brought home what this flag repre-

sents—the ‘open shop’ enforced through

racist terror of the cops and their KKK
auxiliaries.” Only three days before that

attack, a Local 1422 contingent joined

with 50,000 others in the huge protest

against the Confederate flag atop the

state Capitol in Columbia.

Any struggle to organize unions in

the South will run head-on into the

entrenched racism and extralegal terror

which has long served to keep the South

union-free and greatly profitable for

the capitalist exploiters. That means
directly confronting the cops and courts

of the capitalist slate and the capitalist

politicians who enforce anti-union "right

to work” laws, like Clinton did as gov-

ernor of Arkansas. The support of the

labor bureaucracy—from AFL-CIO chief

John Sweeney and the ILA tops on
down—to the Democratic Party serves to

perpetuate violent racist oppression and

brutal exploitation. It was Democratic

governor Jim Hodges, elected with sub-

key to chaining labor’s power. The CWA
is one of the biggest contributors to Dem-
ocrat Gore’s election campaign—along

with Verizon itself. When 10,000 work-

ers turned out for a strike rally in New
York City on August 10, CWA officials

paraded one Democratic Party politician

after another onto the speaker’s platform

while lauding the racist, union-busting

cops patrolling the demonstration as an

example of “good management"! The

union tops also welcomed a photo-op

appearance by New York Senatorial can-

didate Hillary Clinton on the picket lines.

Last December, this "friend of labor”

endorsed New York Stale’s strikebreaking

Taylor Law when it was used to ban NYC
transit workers not only from striking but

even from using the word “strike"!

The Democratic and Republican par-

ties represent the interests of the capital-

ists. The government is nothing other

than the executive committee of the

whole capitalist class. The job of the

cops, courts and military which are at the

core of the capitalist state is to protect the

profits and rule of the American bour-

geoisie. At least nine strikers were hit by

scab management cars on the picket lines.

But the cops went after striking workers,

arresting two dozen in the course of

15 days. All of labor must demand: Drop

all the charges! No victimizations—Full

amnesty for all strikers!

Labor can rely only on its numbers,

organization and class solidarity. Sum-

ming up this class-struggle understand-

ing, American Trotskyist leader James P.

Cannon wrote at the time of a huge West

Coast maritime strike in 1936: “A good

deal is said about strike ‘strategy’—and

that has its uses within certain clearly

defined limits—but when you get down
to cases this strike, like every other

strike, is simply a bullheaded struggle

between two forces whose interests are

in constant and irreconcilable conflict.

The partnership of capital and labor is a

lie" (“The Maritime Strike," November

1936, in Notebook ofan Agitator [1958]).

The Verizon workers demonstrated

stantial labor support, along with Demo-
cratic Charleston mayor Joseph Riley,

who endorsed the “compromise" which

moved the Confederate battle flag from

the top of the Capitol to an even more
prominent location at the front of the

building! And it was a segregationist

Democratic Party state government that

hoisted the Confederate flag atop the

Capitol in the first place in 1962, in

racist defiance of the mass civil rights

struggles.

The entire history of Southern long-

shore labor, going back to the first years

after the smashing of the slavocracy in

the Civil War. demonstrates that strug-

gles for black rights and union rights are

inseparable. It is necessary to fight for a

new, class-struggle leadership of labor

committed to the cause of black freedom
and political independence from all the

capitalist parlies. Union-busting, racial

oppression and the increasing immisera-

tion of workers and the poor will only be

eradicated through a victorious socialist

revolution which smashes the capitalist

state and places the multiracial working

class in power. Break with the Demo-
crats—For a workers party to fight for a

workers government!

We urge all our readers to join the

PDC and the many unions—most
notably the West Coast ILWU, which

donated $105,000—that have already

contributed to the Dockworkers Defense

Fund. The courageous strikers arrested

in January remain under virtual house

arrest, subjected to a 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.

curfew—allowed out only to work or

attend union meetings. Their defense

should become a rallying cry for unions

throughout South Carolina, the entire

South and across the country, linking this

with the fight to organize unions and
combat racial oppression, which is a cor-

nerstone of the racist capitalist sys-

tem. Send donations to: Dockworkers

Defense Fund, c/o Robert J. Ford, Treas-

urer, 910 Morrison Drive, Charleston,

SC 29403.

their determination to use their power.

Mass pickets in Philadelphia on the first

day of the strike shut out management

scabs. Today’s New York Times sneered,

“When phone workers go on strike, life

pretty much goes on. That is because

modern networks are largely automated.”

A 1981 strike by telephone workers in

British Columbia. Canada showed how to

beat that system. Instead of marching out,

they occupied every major installation

around the clock and held the company’s

property hostage. If Verizon workers had

occupied the buildings, they could have

won millions of allies among working

people with a flick of the switch, by pro-

viding free phone service.

But to carry out tactics like that, you

need a union leadership that does not bow
to the bosses’ property “rights" and the

capitalist state’s anti-labor laws. When a

Pennsylvania court imposed an injunction

limiting picket lines to four strikers walk-

ing at least ten feet apart, with no other

striker less than 200 feet away, the

bureaucracy simply bowed to this strike-

breaking measure, hiding behind it to

avoid mobilizing mass, militant pickets to

ensure no scab got in.

The union tops did not even bring out

all unionized workers at Verizon, rushing

to settle contracts in Kentucky. Indiana

and elsewhere. There is a clear and cry-

ing need for industry-wide union organ-

izing efforts and for one industrial union

for all telecommunications workers.

The floodgates for attacks on union-

ized telephone workers were opened by

the government-ordered "divestiture” of

the AT&T monopoly in the early 1980s.

Coming in the aftermath of a national

strike in 1983, the breakup of "Ma Bell”

was aimed at dismembering the union

and eliminating over 200,000 union jobs.

Since that time, telecommunications has

seen a heavy influx of capital investment,

with a mad race to recombine into new
monopolies. The primary responsibility

for the proliferation of non-union work

lies with the union bureaucracy. Lying

prostrate before the attacks on the unions,

they did less than nothing to organize the

raft of low-wage firms spawned in this

period especially in the South.

Strikers told WV teams on the picket

lines how they are threatened by the

widespread transfer of union jobs to low-

wage units of Verizon, particularly in its

southern tier Organizing the South means

taking head-on the issue of racist discrim-

ination—on and off the job—which has

Iraq...
(continuedfrom page 2)

backhanded support to the call for UN
sanctions (or, in the case of the wretched

Communist Parly, openly supporting

sanctions). The International Socialist

Organization (ISO) initially declared that

“in the case of the blockade and in the

event of an actual war, we are on the side

of Iraq” (Socialist Worker (U.S.), Octo-

ber 1990). But the ISO pointedly refused

to call for the defense of Iraq against

U.S. attack, deeming such a call a “sec-

tarian error” because it would be unpopu-

lar. And at the outset of the war, the

ISO scrapped its paper opposition to

sanctions in order to endorse a 26 Janu-

ary 1991 “Campaign for Peace” march

which explicitly called for UN sanctions

as an “alternative” to war (see "ISO in

the Antiwar Movement,” WTNo. 520, 15

February 1991).

The Workers World Party (WWP) and

Socialist Action (SA) also helped build

the red-white-and-blue "sanctions not

war" movement by organizing antiwar

protests whose featured speakers called

for sanctions. In September 1990. SA in

Berkeley and the WWP in New York

organized public meetings featuring,

respectively, liberal "peace” activist Dan-

iel Ellsbcrg and Ramsey Clark (the Dem-
ocratic Party attorney general during the

Vietnam War and the bloody COINTEL-
PRO domestic war against the Black

Panther Party). These liberal imperialist

"doves" called for sanctions instead of

war to force an Iraqi withdrawal from

long been wielded as a weapon to keep

black people “in their place” and unions

out, and rallying the black population

behind labor against the cops and com-

pany goons and their KKK auxiliaries.

The fight against racist discrimination is

also key to forging one industrial union,

which can only come about by break-

ing down the deep craft divisions—rein-

forced by racist and sexist bigotry—that

separate higher-paid, overwhelmingly

white male technicians from operators

and clerks, largely minority women.

The CWA bureaucracy stands out as

the starkest example of a labor misleadcr-

ship that equates the interests of the

working class with those of the racist

imperialist rulers. The CWA was forged

as a real union from a number of com-

pany unions only as the result of a hard-

fought strike in the late 1940s. But the

union misleaders have always remained

loyal to the interests of the company and

the American bourgeoisie as a whole. The

CWA officialdom served for decades in

the forefront of the AFL-CIO’s collusion

with the CIA in building anti-communist

“labor” fronts for U.S. imperialism around

the world. Founding CWA president

Joseph Beime was instrumental in the

American Institute for Free Labor Devel-

opment (A1FLD), which aided bloody

death squad terror against leftists and

union militants from Chile to El Salvador.

Defending management prerogatives, a

Verizon spokesman told the New York

Times (15 August): ‘This is about the

workings of capitalism " This capitalist

mouthpiece baldly stated a basic truth:

this society is divided between two hos-

tile classes, the workers who are forced to

sell their labor power in order to survive

and the capitalists who reap fabulous

profits from exploiting that labor. As we
wrote following the 1998 Bell Atlantic

strike (WV No. 695, 28 August 1998):

"The situation desperately cries out for a

new class-struggle leadership of the labor

movement, one rooted in the understand-

ing that labor must be mobilized inde-

pendently of the capitalist exploiters and

their political parties—Democratic and
Republican. Even so elementary a task

as organizing the unorganized requires a

leadership which, through such sharp

class battles, can educate the working

class in the understanding of its social

power and its interests in fighting for the

cause of black freedom and in defense of

immigrant rights. Out of such struggles

will come the proletarian leaders of a

revolutionary workers party committed
to the expropriation of the capitalist rul-

ers through socialist revolution."

Kuwait, fully agreeing with Washing-

ton’s aims while favoring other means.

But sanctions are enforced by a military

blockade, itself an act of war, and are

backed up by the threat—and reality—of

military attack. Like the U.S./British ter-

ror bombing, the economic sanctions

against Iraq aim to inflict suffering and

death on the civilian population as a way
of pressuring the country’s rulers to toe

the line.

By helping to build support for the

sanctions, the phony “socialists" share

responsibility, to the extent their limited

influence allows, for their deadly conse-

quences, even if they oppose sanctions

today. These fake leftists sow the refor-

mist illusion that American imperialism

can be pressured to adopt a more
"humanitarian" posture. As we declared

in December 1998 as the imperialists

escalated their terror-bombing campaign

(see "Defend Iraq! Defeat U.S. Imperial-

ism Through Workers Revolution!” WV
No. 704, 8 January 1999):

"The death and destruction being
wreaked upon the people of Iraq right

now show what imperialism is all about,

a rapacious system based on the exploita-

tion, subjugation and murder of the

workers and scmicolonial masses in

order to expand the profits of a handful

of filthy rich capitalists.

"This system cannot be 'reformed,' as

liberals and reformist ‘socialists' would
have it. It cannot be pressured into being
more peaceful and humane Imperial-

ism is, as Russian Bolshevik V I Lenin
said, the highest stage of capitalism. And
as Lenin's Bolsheviks showed in leading

the October Revolution of 1917, it can
and must be defeated through workers
revolution."*
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Verizon Strike Rattles Wall Street

For a Class-Struggle Fight to

Organize the Unorganized!

Shannon Stapleton

CWA Local 1106 pickets NYC Verizon facility in Queens. Solid strike was
undermined by union tops' class-collaborationist strategy.

AUGUST 22—As we go to press, nearly

half of the 87,000 workers who walked

out against Verizon in 12 states front Vir-

ginia to Maine on August 6 remain on

strike. The Communications Workers of

America (CWA) and International Broth-

erhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW)
reached a tentative settlement in the

company’s northern division two days

ago and ordered its members there back

to work, without even a vote on the con-

tract. Teams of “flying squadrons" from

Pennsylvania in Verizon’s Mid-Atlantic

division continue to hit facilities in the

Northeast. In New York City, hundreds

of workers arc refusing to cross their

picket lines.

A central issue in the Verizon strike

was organizing the burgeoning non-union

sector of the workforce. Faced with the

prospect of low-wage, dead-end jobs with

no security and no medical insurance,

some 40 million unorganized workers in

the U S. today say they want a union as

compared to half that number in 1984.

The strike by Verizon workers to reverse

the massive inroads on union power in

telecommunications has been closely

watched by workers around the country. It

has also been very closely monitored by

the bourgeoisie, which spends a billion

dollars a year at least on keeping out

unions and is particularly concerned
about a strike in this high-tech industry

that is crucial to the operations of bank-

ing and finance capital. The New York

Times (2 1 August) was forced to admit that

the strike showed that “organized labor

still has a place in the New Economy.”

Verizon was formed earlier this sum-
mer through a merger of Bell Atlantic

and GTE, along with takeovers of a Brit-

ish wireless company and a non-union

Internet provider. Its fastest-growing

division—wireless— is virtually all non-

union, with only 46 union members in

a workforce of 32,000. The Verizon

bosses—and the other telecommunica-
tions giants—have billions in profit

riding on keeping unions out of the

booming wireless and Internet data busi-

nesses. Non-union workers at Verizon

make some $10,000 a year less than

union members.

The strikers’ determination was also

fired by the hellish working conditions at

the company. A worker in Woburn, Mas-

sachusetts who wants to be unionized

said she was “tired of being treated like a

second-class citizen.” But even unionized

workers are subject to the kind of totali-

tarian management practices which made
the old Ma Bell monopoly notorious: up

to 20 hours a week forced overtime,

uprooting of workers and their families

through forced transfers from one city to

another, grueling working conditions.

Service reps are allowed only two sec-

onds between calls. One striker in New
York City said, “These people will treat

you like a slave, if you give in to them.”

Taken aback by the union mem-
bership’s determination not to give in,

Verizon was forced to grant a number
of concessions on mandatory overtime

hours and unionized job categories. The
company did not get the right to virtually

unlimited transfers it wanted, but the pro-

posed transfer rate of 0.7 percent of work-

ers annually is still nearly three times

higher than under the old contract

( Reuters
, 21 August). And the unions

made some concessions on seniority.

Mainly, the unions won a “card check”

procedure that will allow organizing new
locations simply by signing up 55 percent

of the workers without going through the

labyrinth of NLRB elections. This agree-

ment covers only one-quarter of the non-

union wireless workforce at Verizon. But
to translate even this into a real drive

to organize the unorganized requires a

program of class struggle. And that is

continued on page 15

Charleston, South Carolina

ILA Victory Brings in New Union Members
At their annual Labor Day rally

and picnic this year, Charleston, South
Carolina longshoremen will be cele-

brating a major victory against union-
busting attacks by the employers and the

Democratic Party state and city govern-

ments. This past spring. International

Longshoremen’s Association (ILA) Local

1422 beat back a five-month attempt by
the Nordana Line and the Charleston Port

Authority to use a non-union outfit to

unload their ships. Beginning in May,

Nordana agreed to use only longshore-

men hired out of the union hall at prevail-

ing union wages and conditions, in line

with the ILA master contract.

This victory was secured through a bit-

ter struggle last January, as picketing

longshoremen were confronted by some
600 cops—mobilized from police forces

across the state—who fired tear gas,

shock grenades and sand-filled projectiles

at the workers (see “Charleston ILA Bat-

tles Racist Union-Busting Assault." WV
No. 728, 28 January). Local 1422 presi-

dent Kenneth Riley told WV that the

support of the International Transport

Workers’ Federation was also crucial, as

dockers in Spain, Australia and Nor-
dana’s home port in Denmark vowed not

to handle scab cargo. Like all labor victo-

ries, this was hard-won: eight ILA mem-
bers were arrested, five of whom face up
to five years in prison on trumped-up
“felony riot” charges. All of labor must
demand: Drop all charges against the ILA
longshoremen!

The capitalists aimed their fire at the

ILA because it is a bulwark of black labor

power and a beacon to working people
and the black masses in the region. In

turn. Local 1422’s victory was an inspira-

tion to workers throughout this state in

which barely 4 percent of the workforce
is organized. Riley told WV: “I cannot
begin to tell you the number of calls we
have gotten since this incident, of groups
of working people that want to orga-

nize.... We have public workers, ware-

house workers, workers in the building

supply industry.” Fed up with grueling

overtime and lousy wages, over 100 crane
and equipment operators and other Port

Authority workers recently joined the

union. Riley observed that Local I422's

successful struggle has “served as a cata-

lyst in this state to get folks fired up about
unions and get other unions interested in

organizing again.”

This victory shows the potential for the

massive unionization drive needed across

the racist, "open shop" South. The forces

arrayed against integrated labor strug-

gle in the South include the racist, labor-

hating Ku Klux Klan. Ominously, the

continued on page 15

Mic Smith/Post and Courier
Battle on the waterfront: Charleston ILA Local 1422 prevailed against union-
busting after facing down attack by hundreds of cops in January.
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South Africa ANC Regime:

Enforcer for

Imperialist Plunder Reuters

ANC’s Thabo Mbeki with Al Gore
last year.

JOHANNESBURG—U.S. president Clin-

ton’s visit to sub-Saharan Africa in late

August highlighted imperialist concerns

over growing instability in the region.

Clinton sought to bolster the newly

elected regime in oil-rich Nigeria—

a

linchpin and regional gendarme in West
Africa—having just dispatched hundreds

of U.S. troops to train the Nigerian

military. In central Africa, Burundi and

the Democratic Republic of Congo (for-

merly Zaire) are torn by civil wars. At the

southern end of the continent, in Zim-
babwe, massive social unrest among both

the urban working class and the rural

population

—

fueled by nearly a decade of

austerity measures imposed by the capi-

talist ZANU-PF government and dictated

by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF)—has threatened to spill over into

neighbouring South Africa, the economic
giant of sub-Saharan Africa.

In response to this sharp crisis, ZANU-
PF president Robert Mugabe has cyni-

cally exploited the burning land hunger of
the more than six million Zimbabweans
who live on marginal rural lands, while

about 4,500 while farmers own 70 per-

cent of the best land. Seeking to maintain

its grip on power in the face of a chal-

lenge by the Movement for Democratic
Change (MDC), the bourgeois-nationalist

Mugabe regime orchestrated the seizure

of some 1,200 white-owned farms by
self-styled veterans of Zimbabwe’s war
of independence against British imperial-

ism and the former white-supremacist
regime. Though relying on electoral sup-

port from the urban masses, particularly

the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions
(ZCTU), the MDC is a stalking horse for

the white farmers and their imperialist

backers, who have screamed like stuck

pigs over the land seizures. In “infring-

ing” on private property, however hypo-
critically, Mugabe is playing a game
unsanctioned by the white capitalists and
British and U.S. imperialism.

While the crisis in Zimbabwe has
cooled down since parliamentary elec-

tions in June—in which the MDC made
a strong showing though ZANU-PF
retained control of Parliament—the South
African bourgeoisie has good reason to

fear the “contagion effect” of the Zim-
babwe land seizures. The land question is

explosive throughout the region. With the

dismantling of the legal structure of
apartheid in 1994, the white-supremacist

regime was replaced by the bourgeois-
nationalist African National Congress
(ANC) of Nelson Mandela and his

successor, President Thabo Mbeki. But
the economic basis of the old apartheid

system

—

the superexploitation of black
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Alexander Joe
Land occupation in Zimbabwe. A few thousand wealthy whites own 70 percent of country’s best land, while six million
rural blacks scrape by on marginal plots.
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labour—remains intact. While a thin layer

of black capitalists have made it onto the

ANC’s “gravy train," the overwhelming
majority of the black masses live in des-

perate poverty in the countryside or in

segregated townships, where unemploy-
ment ranges above 50 percent. Presiding

over the immiseration of the South Afri-

can masses alongside the ANC are its

partners in the "tripartite alliance" the

COSATU trade-union bureaucracy and
the South African Communist Party

(SACP).

The first law passed by the ANC-
led capitalist government supposedly
allowed black families to reclaim land

that had been stolen from them under
apartheid. Yet the government has re-

distributed a mere 3 percent of the land,

leaving 80 percent in the hands of the

while minority, which makes up only

13 percent of the total population.

Meanwhile, white farmers and hired

mercenaries from the Executive Out-

comes “security" firm rove the country-

side maiming and murdering with impu-
nity, as blacks are increasingly evicted

from white-owned lands they have
worked for generations.

The land occupations in Zimbabwe
have resonated strongly in South Africa.

An ANC spokesman vowed that South
Africa "will not go the way of Zim-
babwe.” As the land seizures continued,

the value of the South African rand

plunged to a historic low, until Mbeki
promised to “take all necessary steps to

ensure that the breaking of the law comes
to an end" if land occupations erupted

here. In a visit to the Zimbabwean capital

of Harare last spring, Mbeki quietly

twisted Mugabe’s arm to announce that

he would try to bring the land occupa-
tions to a halt.

In this the ANC leader was acting not

only on behalf of the neo-apartheid bour-

geoisie but of the major imperialist pow-
ers as well, particularly the Blair Labour
government in Britain. Zimbabwe’s for-

mer colonial master. Most vitriolic in

their racist and chauvinist denunciations

of Zimbabwe were former Labour "lefts”

like Foreign Secretary Robin Cook and
his aide Peter Hain, who was a promi-
nent anti-apartheid activist in the 1980s.
London sent SAS special forces to south-

ern Africa and prepared a “rapid reaction

force” to move in to “protect” British

passport holders, who make up more than

a third of Zimbabwe’s 70,000 whites. On
Britain’s prompting, the European Union
imposed economic sanctions against

Zimbabwe.

There is more at stake for the imperial-

ists and their junior partners in Jo’burg

continued on page 8
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BOSTON. September 1—For over 20

years since its inception, the North

American Man-Boy Love Association

(NAMBLA), which describes its goal as

"to end the oppression of men and boys

who have mutually consensual relation-

ships.” has been repeatedly witchhunted.

The Spartacist League has consis-

tently defended this small, beleaguered

group against slate repression and media

smears. These witchhunts have often

been abetted by “mainstream” gay

groups. Now NAMBLA faces a $200 mil-

lion lawsuit in a federal court in Massa-

chusetts based on the outrageous claim

that a NAMBLA Web site “incited” the

brutal murder of ten-year-old Jeffrey Cur-

ley of Cambridge three years ago. We
oppose this sinister effort to bankrupt and

crush NAMBLA, which would, if suc-

cessful, establish a dangerous precedent

in punishing free speech. Yesterday, the

American Civil Liberties Union of Mas-

sachusetts announced its intention to

defend NAMBLA in federal court.

Two men were arrested for the mur-

der, convicted and sentenced to life. But

the civil suit Filed in May by attorney

Lawrence Frisoli on behalf of Curley’s

parents targets NAMBLA, seven men
alleged to be NAMBLA members and

its Web site provider at the time. The
entire sensationalist witchhunt against

NAMBLA rests on such tenuous details

as the claim by the boy’s parents that one

of the convicted men stopped at the Bos-

ton Public Library hours before the mur-

der to log onto the NAMBLA Web site

and had publicly available NAMBLA lit-

erature in his home.

Despite the hysterical claims of book-

burning reactionaries and feminists, liter-

ature does not lead to violence. Similar

“incitement” arguments have been used

against "pornography," including maga-

zines like Playboy and Penthouse
,
claim-

ing they encourage men to rape women.
We opposed those reactionary attacks,

too. The lawsuit has already served to

silence NAMBLA, whose Web site was

dropped like a hot potato by Verio Inc.

and then by a second Internet service

provider.

The lawsuit is motivated by patently

ideological aims. Robert Curley is a vocal

advocate of the death penalty in one of

the few states which has not enacted it

and a racist who earlier filed a suit against

a “diversity training” program at work.

Frisoli is the scion of a family which has

been a reactionary force in Cambridge

politics for decades. Frisoli bombastically

claimed that he filed the “class-action

lawsuit" on behalf of the supposed "thou-

sands of children who are raped each year

by NAMBLA members,” according to the

Leon Trotsky,

Revolutionary Fighter

Leon Trotsky was murdered 60 years

ago, on 21 August 1940, by an assassin of
Stalin's secret police. We excerpt below a

statement issued two days later by the Cen-

tral Executive Committee of the Communist
League of China, section of the Fourth

International, and published by the then-

Trotskyist U.S. Socialist Workers Party.

Under the unrelenting pressure of imperi-

alism, decades of Stalinist treachery led

to the final undoing of the October Revolution. We honor the memory of this great

revolutionary leader through our struggle to reforge a Fourth International Trotsky

would recognize as his own, as the necessary instrument in the fight for new October
Revolutions.

TROTSKY LENIN

By the death of Leon Trotsky, the workers and oppressed peoples of all the world,

including China, have lost their most gifted and ardent champion. Tirelessly and self-

lessly and without thought for his personal welfare or safety, he battled for more than

forty years in the cause of the downtrodden and oppressed. To this great liberating strug-

gle he brought a diversity of talents rarely given to a single man. Together with Lenin
he led the Russian Revolution to victory and created the Red Army which fought off its

enemies. Despite the later degeneration of the Soviet state, he continued its most able

revolutionary defender and labored indefatigably for its revival by promoting the cause
of the international socialist revolution. He kept undeviatingly to this course in the face

of streams of slander, monstrous frame-ups and continual threats against his life by the

Kremlin clique and their hired agents.

The hand of Stalin, guiding the hand of the assassin who encompassed his death,
has brought the career of the great revolutionist to a premature end. In his writings and
labors, as well as by his exemplary life as a man and a revolutionist, Leon Trotsky has
bequeathed a rich heritage to the international proletariat and all the oppressed. Under
the banner which he unfurled and so bravely upheld until his last breath—the banner of
the Fourth International—his great work will reach fruition. This will be an imperish-
able monument to Leon Trotsky, who lived and died for the emancipation of mankind.

— Socialist Appeal, 28 September 1940
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Boston Herald (12 July), and ranted in

response to yesterday’s ACLU announce-

ment: "We allege an ongoing criminal

conspiracy for the rape of children in

America.... They’ve been hiding behind

the First Amendment for a long time"

(New York Times, I September).

Such vile lies, and laws (such as New
Jersey’s “Megan's Law”) which call for

publicizing names and addresses of "sex

offenders” released from prison, are an

incitement to terror. In Britain, lynch

mobs encouraged by reactionary legis-

lation enacted by the Blair Labour

government and armed with a hit list of

"suspected paedophiles" provided by

a tabloid "name and shame" campaign

have been firebombing houses, terroriz-

ing families and attacking people. Now,
a similar terror campaign is underway in

Italy, stoked in particular by Alessandra

Mussolini’s fascist National Alliance.

In a letter to the Cambridge Chronicle

(24 May), a NAMBLA spokesman wrote:

"NAMBLA has survived for 20 years

under conditions of extreme repression

by functioning openly and within the law.

NAMBLA is probably the most investi-

gated organization in America. An FBI

report submitted to Congress verified that

NAMBLA could not be found to do any-

thing illegal." The group is essentially a

publishing collective, mainly printing

excerpts from works by Walt Whitman
and William Shakespeare and other liter-

ature. as well as historical essays on fig-

ures from gay history. As the letter noted,

“NAMBLA opposes laws that punish

consensual relationships. It has always

taken the strongest stand possible against

any violence, sexual or otherwise, against

children."

But this simple truth runs counter to

the hysteria about sex—homosexuality in

particular, and sex involving young peo-

ple above all—which dominates this bru-

tal, Puritanical capitalist society. This

past spring, the Massachusetts Board of

Education fired two workers and a con-

sultant because they ran a seminar on

AIDS at the annual Gay, Lesbian and

Straight Education Network conference

at Tufts University. The March 25 work-

shop. called “What They Didn’t Tell

You About Queer Sex and Sexuality in

Health Class: Workshop for Youth Only,

Ages 14-21,” provided a useful service to

those most in need of answers and most

likely to be sexually active—and predict-

ably drove reactionary groups crazy. A
spy from the “Parents Rights Coalition"

secretly taped the workshop and sent cop-

ies to the media.

Certainly, there is much real violence

perpetrated against youth. But the peri-
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Marxists oppose reactionary "age of

consent" laws. State has no busi-

ness interfering with consensual
sexual activity.

odic anti-sex witchhunts are a distraction

from and cover for vicious and growing

poverty and its attendant frustration and

violence, much of it perpetuated within

the family, the chief institution for the

oppression of women and youth in class

society. How much "child abuse” has

been created by the near abolition of pub-

licly funded childcare and welfare? By
the return of contagious diseases in inner

cities? By the hideously inadequate pub-

lic school system? By parental “squeal

rules" designed to prevent young women
from obtaining abortions? By racism,

religious obscurantism and enforced

ignorance about sex, including fear and

guilt about gay sex? Organized religion,

along with the “sacred” family, is an

invaluable social prop to enforce conser-

vatism, inculcate submission and thus

maintain capitalist exploitation.

Marxists understand that the oppres-

sion of homosexuals is a by-product of

women's oppression. The emancipation

of women requires a workers revolution

and the creation of a planned economy,
which will lay the basis for replacing

the family through collectivized child-

care and household functions. On the

question of intergenerational sex, as we
wrote in opposing earlier media witch-

hunts against NAMBLA (VVTNo. 571, 12

March 1993):

“‘Age of consent’ laws are not aimed at

protecting children but at imposing absti-

nence and guilt on youth who wish to

have sex.... Attempts to portray sex

between older and younger people as

equivalent to child molestation are aimed
at enforcing social conformity and reac-

tionary sexual mores, and are in no way
related to protecting the interests of

youth.”

The guiding principle for sexual rela-

tions should be that of effective consent,

nothing more than mutual agreement and

understanding as opposed to coercion.

The state has no business interfering.

Stop the witchhunt against NAMBLA!
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Free All Class-War Prisoners!

Ohio 7: Fighters Against

Imperialism, Racism
Jaan Laaman, Raymond Luc Levas-

seur. Thomas Manning and Richard Wil-

liams have spent the last 15 years or more
behind bars, class-war prisoners of the

vengeful American bourgeoisie. These
leftist activists were part of the Ohio 7,

who were convicted for their role in a rad-

ical group that took credit for bank
“expropriations" and bombings in the late

1970s and '80s against symbols of U.S.

imperialism such as military and corpo-

rate offices. Before their arrests in Ohio
and Virginia in 1984 and 1985, they were
targets of massive manhunts throughout

the East Coast and Midwest. Their chil-

dren were kidnapped at gunpoint by the

Feds and interrogated. The government
piled one sentence atop another, intent on
keeping the Ohio 7 imprisoned until the

day they die.

The Partisan Defense Committee
recently received a letter from Laaman,
one of 16 class-war prisoners who receive

Paul Shoul

Ohio 7 (from left): Jaan Laaman, Richard Williams, Barbara Curzi-Laaman,
Carol Manning, Tom Manning, Pat Gros Levasseur, Ray Levasseur.

monthly stipends from the PDC, report-

ing his transfer to Walpole state prison in

Massachusetts from the federal peniten-

tiary at Leavenworth, Kansas. Only one

Defend Rexford Weng!

Black Unionist Shreds

Confederate Flag in Florida
Striking a blow for opponents of

racism everywhere, on July 4 Rexford

Weng. a 79-year-old black retired trade

unionist, tore down and shredded a

Confederate flag flying in front of the

Marion County government office

complex in Ocala, Florida. It was the

second time this year that the Confed-
erate rag had been torn from its pole, in

defiance of the county’s commission-
ers who have repeatedly turned down
requests by black residents and others

to remove this hated symbol of slavery.

Rexford Weng was charged with two

counts of “criminal mischief and
could face up to a year in jail and a

$1,000 fine. This man is a hero, not a

criminal! Drop the charges now!
The Concerned Citizens of Marion

County, of which Rexford Weng was
the treasurer, has been campaigning to

take down the Confederate Hag there.

Weng told Workers Vanguard. "Black

people are paying taxes for their own
insult. I am enraged at that because

that flag represents almost 400 years

of enslavement of our people, and that

is w'hy I lore that flag down."

Weng retired to Florida after nearly

30 years as a trade unionist in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts. Then a member of

the Amalgamated Meatcutters union,

Weng was the first black member of the

Massachusetts State Central Labor
Council. Weng told WV that in the

1970s, amid the racist mobilizations

against court-ordered busing to end
segregation in the Boston schools, his

fellow delegates at a Stale Labor Coun-
cil meeting “booed me off the stage"

because he defended busing. Weng
remarked that "the racism up there is

just as bad as it is in the South ” But

what is different about Florida, as he

noted, is that "this is a right-to-work

law state.” In the “open shop" South,

the panoply of anti-union “right to

work" laws is part of the legacy of
entrenched racist discrimination,

enforced by police and Klan terror,

which has long served to crush efforts

to build integrated unions.

But recently across the states of the

former slavocracy, there has been

renewed social struggle, from union

organizing drives and strikes to anti-

racist protests. A particular focus has

been the struggle against the hated

Confederate flags which stale legisla-

tures raised again during the 1950s and

’60s in racist defiance of the civil rights

movement. The largest demonstration,

in Columbia, South Carolina in Janu-

ary, drew over 50,000 people, carrying

signs reading “Your Fleritage Is My
Slavery." This spring in Florida, nearly

that many came out in Tallahassee to

protest Governor Jeb Bush’s plan to

end affirmative action in university

admissions and state contracting jobs.

In an attempt to placate the black

community, Marion County commis-
sioners agreed to donate some property

and a stone base for a monument hon-
oring the black slaves. While calling

this “a small victory," Weng made it

clear that there would be no compro-
mise on the Confederate flag: "Our
position is that flag has to come down
definitely. That is our position and it

hasn't changed and it won’t change."
We solidarize with Weng’s action,

which recalls our own 1984 campaign
that brought down a Confederate flag

flying in San Francisco Civic Center.

Against the resistance of the Demo-
cratic Party administration of then-

mayor and now U.S. Senator Dianne
Feinstein, the Spartacist League and
Labor Black League for Social Defense
repeatedly mobilized to tear down that

racist banner. Wearing the uniform of a

Union soldier, a black SL supporter
scaled the 50-foot flagpole and shred-

ded the Confederate flag, hurling it to

the ground where it was burned.

Send donations for Rexford Weng’s
legal defense to: Concerned Citizens of
Marion County Legal Defense Fund
for Rex Weng, c/o St. Paul’s AME
Church and Christian Academy, P.O.

Box 2223, Ocala, FL 34478.

and a half of five boxes of Laaman’s
belongings ended up at Walpole, with

years of personal writings and textbooks

for a correspondence course missing. He
was not allowed to say goodbye to the

many other political prisoners he had

befriended at Leavenworth over the last

12 years. He was not able to see his

brother, who arrived from Estonia on a

prearranged visit after almost 50 years of

separation. On August 7, Laaman writes,

he was placed in “what's termed ‘max
end population'" in Walpole, where pris-

oners “are locked in our cells (called sin-

gle cells here) 22-1/2 hours daily.”

Of Laaman's imprisoned comrades,
Williams is at Lompoc, California, Man-
ning is in a prison hospital recovering

from a botched hip replacement operation

and Levasseur was recently moved to an

Atlanta prison after years in the infamous
ADX facility at Florence, Colorado

—

notorious for its high-tech control units

where prisoners are subjected to enforced

sensory deprivation and other sadistic

practices. Manning was also convicted of

"felony murder" for defending himself

against a state trooper who tried to kill

him. Barbara Curzi-Laaman. Patricia

Gros Levasseur and Carol Manning were

all released from prison some years ago.

Already imprisoned on multiple

charges, in 1989 Williams and Ray and

Pat Levasseur were charged under sedi-

tion laws dusted off by the Feds and tried

again for the same alleged crimes for

which they had been jailed. After the

longest “seditious conspiracy" trial in

American history, all three were acquit-

ted. This was an important setback to the

government’s attempt to make all leftist

political opponents into outlaws. During

that trial, Ray Levasseur described how
he and Manning, like many young men of

their generation, developed revulsion for

the bloody crimes of U.S. imperialism

while serving in Vietnam. Levasseur

recalled his working-class origins in the

textile mills and shoe factories of rural

Maine and his later radicalization:

“I went to Vietnam and I served a full

tour of duty... I saw another side of U.S.

foreign policy. Bombings, killings,

search and destroy, devastation, poverty,

hunger. I was part of a foreign occupa-
tion Army.... I came back enraged by
what I saw.”

The Feds’ vendetta against the Ohio 7

goes back to 1976, when they were
members of the Sam Melville/Jonathan

Jackson Unit and the United Freedom
Front which, as Levasseur pul it in a

January 1992 statement, “called for the

release of political prisoners and POW's
from U.S. prisons. This call, accentuated

through the use of explosives, was inte-

grated with other issues such as inde-

pendence for Puerto Rico, an end to

apartheid, and support for liberation

movements in Central America." Levas-

seur observed bitterly how much of the

left had abandoned them:

"The real deal with those that renounce
us and retreat from trials and prison bat-

tlegrounds is that we are seen as anti-

imperialists with guns....

“Much of the North American Left suf-

fers from myopia on this issue of politi-

cal prisoners. It affects their value judg-
ments. They place our value at nil."

From the standpoint of the proletariat, the

actions of Levasseur and his comrades
against imperialism and racist injustice

are not a crime. As the PDC has said from
the time the Ohio 7 were first persecuted

by the capitalist state, these courageous
fighters should not have served a day in

prison and should be free now.

In a February 1939 article, Bolshevik

revolutionary leader Leon Trotsky de-

nounced the sort of cowardly, legalistic

altitude which is today displayed by

continued on page 13

Spartacist/SYC ^JEvents

The Brouhaha Over “Globalization”

The Main Enemy Is the U.S. Imperialist State!
No Vote to Nader—Protectionist, China-Basher, Union-Buster!

For a Workers Party that Fights for Socialist Revolution!

Saturday, September 16, 3 p.m.

BOSTON
Harvard University

Science Center, Lecture Hall E
For more information: (617) 666-9453

Chinese Workers Revolt Against “Market Reforms”

Defend the Gains of the Chinese Revolution!

Thursday, September 21, 7:30 p.m.

NEW YORK

Columbia University

Hamilton Hall, Room 302
116th and Broadway

For more information: (212) 267-1025

Down With National Chauvinism! For Quebec Independence!

Quebec—Thirty Years After the “October Crisis”

Saturday, September 30, 7:30 p.m.

TORONTO
Trinity-St. Paul's Centre

427 Bloor Street West (near Spadina)

For more information: (416) 593-4138

The Main Enemy Is at Home!

Beware the Fraud of “Human Rights” Imperialism

Saturday, September 30, 3 p.m. Britannia Community Centre, Room L4

VANCOUVER 1661 Napier Street (off Commercial Drive)

For more information: (604) 687-0353
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Near East, 1950s

Permanent Revolution vs,

Bourgeois Nationalism

Praeger Inc

July 1958: Mass demonstration in Baghdad, as Iraqi officers’ coup toppled
British-imposed monarchy. Opportunity for proletarian revolution was
derailed by Soviet Stalinist bureaucracy and Iraqi Communist leadership.

For a Socialist Federation of the Near East!

Pari one of this article, which we

conclude here, was published in WV
No. 740 (25 August).

The most powerful working-class up-

surge in the Near East in the years imme-

diately following World War II came in

Iran. Tudeh (Masses), the pro-Moscow

Communist party, already had significant

roots in the proletariat, developed over

Part Two
two decades of largely clandestine work,

and grew spectacularly as the war came

to a close By 1944, Tudeh had 25,000

members. It established a Central Coun-

cil of the United Trade Unions (CCUTU)

of Iran, which by 1946 claimed 400,000

members. Tudeh's strength was then con-

centrated in northern Iran since it con-

sciously discouraged organization of the

British-occupied south, especially the

volatile Khuzistan oil fields, in line with

Stalin’s opposition to social struggle in

the “democratic" imperialist countries

and their colonies.

Nonetheless, at the close of World

War II Iran had clearly reached a prerev-

olutionary situation in which Tudeh

could have taken power. The CCUTU
was effectively a government in northern

Iran—collecting taxes, providing police

and judicial functions, etc. Further, the

Soviet military presence in northern Iran

provided an enormous impetus to social

upheaval. But for Stalin, Tudeh and the

Iranian proletariat were simply bargain-

ing chips to be expended in his vain

pursuit of “peaceful coexistence" with

Anglo-American imperialism.

The occupation of northern Iran by the

Soviet Army in late 1945 led to the estab-

lishment of autonomous republics in Ira-

nian Azerbaijan and Kurdistan where, in

addition to establishing national rights,

significant social reforms were carried

out. But the Kremlin withdrew its forces

in early 1946, sacrificing the republics in

Azerbaijan and Kurdistan in the hope of

obtaining oil and gas concessions from

the Shah. The deal Stalin proposed con-

tained the implicit pledge that Tudeh
would use its great authority in the prole-

tariat to enforce class peace, and that

pledge was soon fulfilled as Tudeh threw

away a revolutionary opportunity.

In July 1946, in response to attempts

by the Anglo-lranian Oil Company
(AIOC) to break the pro-Tudeh unions

following a successful strike by refinery

and oil field workers in predominantly

Arab Khuzistan, the CCUTU called a

general strike. After bloody street fight-

ing erupted between Arab workers and

non-Arab workers, fanned by the AIOC,

Tudeh militias took over the key city of

Abadan But the Tudeh leadership, at

the urging of the government, dispatched

the party’s general secretary and the

CCUTU's first secretary to Abadan to call

off the strike even though the workers’

demands had not been met. As a reward

for this treachery, three Tudeh members
were brought into the government. A
scant two months later, the Tudeh minis-

ters were purged and when the CCUTU
responded with a one-day general strike,

hundreds of its activists were arrested,

its headquarters occupied and its paper

banned.

Iran 1953: Proletarian
Revolution Derailed

Having derailed one revolutionary

opportunity, Tudeh again found itself in a

position to overthrow the despised rul-

ing oligarchy during the oil nationaliza-

tion crisis under the regime of Moham-
mad Mossadeq. In 1949 Mossadeq. a

wealthy aristocrat and landowner, led

opposition in the Majlis (parliament) to a

new agreement with the AIOC. By 1951,

he was calling for outright nationalization

of oil. Mossadeq’s National Front was

an unstable alliance of Western-oriented

bourgeois technocrats with a religious

wing led by the Shi ’ ite clergy under Aya-

tollah Kasham, temporarily united by the

demand for nationalization of the AIOC
and opposition to the British and the

Shah.

Tudeh initially did not rally to Mossa-

deq, as the Stalinists were apprehensive

of his ties to Washington. But Tudeh was

forced by its combative proletarian base

to lead huge strikes and demonstra-

tions demanding nationalization. In April

1951, Abadan was paralyzed by a gen-

eral strike which involved bloody clashes

with the army. Frightened by the wave of

proletarian militancy, the Shah appointed

Mossadeq prime minister and the AIOC
was nationalized. As the world oil cartel

responded by boycotting Iranian oil.

gradually strangling the economy. Wash-

ington turned its back on Mossadeq.

When Britain announced a boycott of

Mexican oil in 1938 following the nation-

alization of imperialist oil interests by

the regime of General Ltizaro Cdrdenas,

Trotsky wrote in defense of the Mexican

action, “The expropriation of oil is nei-

ther socialism nor communism. But it is

a highly progressive measure of national

self-defense," while stressing that "the

international proletariat has no reason to

identify its program with the program of

the Mexican government” ("Mexico and

British Imperialism." June 1938). Like-

wise. it was the duty of revolutionaries

to defend the nationalization of the AIOC
in Iran while refusing to grant an iota

of political support to the bourgeois-

nationalist Mossadeq regime. Commu-
nists would have sought to mobilize the

working class in independent struggle

against the yoke of imperialist subjuga-

tion by advancing demands like the

expropriation of all imperialist holdings

and moving to set up councils of workers

and poor peasants to vie for state power

But as the wave of proletarian radicalism

continued to mount. Tudeh led the toiling

masses into political support for the bour-

geois National Front. When Mossadeq
resigned in protest against the Shah s

refusal to grant him increased powers,

Tudeh led a July 1952 general strike in

Teheran that forced the Shah to recall

Mossadeq.

During 1953, Iran was in the throes of

acute class polarization. The interna-

tional oil boycott pushed the bourgeoisie

and sections of the petty bourgeoisie into

opposition to Mossadeq while deteriorat-

ing economic conditions drove the ple-

beian masses to desperation. Ayatollah

Kashani and his followers split from the

National Front and threw their support to

the Shah. Thousands of workers flocked

into Tudeh and its trade-union organiza-

tions in search of a revolutionary solu-

tion to the massive contradictions of Ira-

nian society. Demonstrations called by

Tudeh vastly outnumbered those called

by the government.

When the Shah attempted to arrest

Mossadeq in August, Tudeh brought tens

of thousands of its supporters into the

streets. Tudeh could manifestly have

taken power, but the Stalinists looked to

Mossadeq to carry through the "demo-
cratic revolution.” Instead, Mossadeq
called on the army generals, who were

working closely with American military

advisers and the CIA to bring him down,

to crack down on Tudeh. The military

takeover was prepared by a mobilization

organized by the ayatollahs, who filled

the streets of Teheran with their clerical-

fascist thugs.

The army generals cracked down
on Tudeh, and then turned against the

Mossadeq government This marked
the beginning of a savage police stale

that would systematically and ruthlessly

crush Tudeh as a mass parly, forcing it

underground for nearly two decades. But

Tudeh's Stalinist leadership only deep-

ened its criminal opportunism. As strikes

by oil workers shook the Shah’s regime

in late 1978, Tudeh lined up behind the

drive for power by Khomeini and the

Islamic clergy, helping pave the way for a

New York Times

Nationalization of Anglo-lranian Oil in 1951 provoked imperialist retaliation,

touched off proletarian upheaval throughout Iran.
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massive bloodbath against leftists, trade
unionists and Kurds. Against an array of
lake leftists in Iran and internationally
who cheered on the Khomeiniile mobili-
zations, we raised the call: “No support
to the mullahs! Down with the Shah!
Workers to power!"

The 1958-59 Revolution in Iraq

Only five years after the CIA-
sponsored coup in Iran came the most
powerful demonstration yet of the revolu-

tionary capacity ot the working class in

the Near East, as the fall of the Iraqi mon-
archy in 1 958 touched off a huge proletar-

ian upsurge. Armed, highly organized and
led by the Iraqi Communist Party (ICP),

the working class literally had power
within its grasp. Yet the opportunity was
squandered by the ICP’s Stalinist leader-

ship under direct orders from Moscow.
Derailed by the class-collaborationist

policies ot the ICP leadership, which lied

the workers to the nationalist officers in

power, the Iraqi revolution was drowned
in a wave of bloody repression.

Already in 1948, the Iraqi Communist
Party had been the dominant force in

a nationwide upsurge—including mass
mobilizations and strikes such as the

Communist-led strike of oil workers near

Haditha—against the presence of British

military bases. The upsurge was finally

brought to an end by a government crack-

down. Hundreds of Communists were
arrested, and ICP leader Fahd and two
other members of the Political Bureau
were publicly hanged.

Not only was the Iraqi CP the most
proletarian Communist party in the Near
East but it also had a significant compo-
nent of national, religious and ethnic

minorities. From its creation in 1934, the

ICP called for the Kurdish right to inde-

pendence. The party sought to recruit

Kurdish workers and published a press in

Kurdish. By the early 1950s. fully one-

third of the parly’s Central Committee
was composed of Kurds. But as Stalinists

throughout the Near East sought to

cement ties with Arab nationalists in

opposition to the American-dominated
Baghdad Pact alliance, the Iraqi CP
“Arabized” its line. In an August 1955

declaration, the leadership criticized its

previous stance “that there exist two
main national groups in Iraq" and flatly

declared that “the fraternal Kurdish peo-
ple has no interests which are incompat-
ible with the interests of any of the Arab
countries" (quoted in Hanna Batatu. The
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Old Social Classes and the Revolution-

ary Movements of Iraq 1 1978]).

The subservient Iraqi regime was the

linchpin of the anti-Soviet Baghdad Pact,

which was deeply unpopular among all

layers of Iraqi society. When Britain,

France and Israel invaded Egypt in 1956
in response to Nasser’s nationalization of

the Suez Canal, the Iraqi CP launched a

campaign against the government that

triggered mass uprisings in the Commu-
nist strongholds ofNajaf and Hayy. In the

city of Najaf, a wave of CP-led protests in

November 1956 culminated when dem-
onstrators drove the police from the city’s

streets. Troops were called in but frater-

nized with the demonstrators. The move-
ment in Najaf provoked a wave of strikes

and demonstrations which swept Bagh-
dad. Mosul, Kirkuk and other cities. In

Hayy the next month, the ICP led a vir-

tual armed insurrection. Armed workers
took over much of the city, firing on
police from windows and rooftops, but

were driven back when they tried to storm

the seat of local government. Revolution-

ary committees and “people’s guards”

organized resistance and erected barri-

cades at key points in the city. Police rein-

forcements were brought in to crush the

revolt in Hayy, and two Communists were
hanged in the public square.

Two years later in July 1958, a revolu-

tionary upsurge was touched off when the

Iraqi Free Officers movement overthrew
the British-installed monarchy. Upon
hearing the news, hundreds of thousands
of Baghdad's dispossessed poured into

the streets screaming their joy and their

hatred of the royal family. From the out-

set. the ICP threw its support behind
the government headed by Brigadier Abd
al-Karim Qassim, whom the Stalinists

hailed as “Sole Leader.” Qassim sought to

play off the well-organized ICP against

the pan-Arab nationalists in the officer

corps as well as the Ba’ath Party, who
were clamoring for Iraq to merge into

Nasser’s newly formed United Arab
Republic. As in Syria, the drive for unity
with Egypt was motivated by the desire of
the Ba'ath and other Arab nationalists to

use Nasser's authority and Egypt's anti-

communist laws to break the growing
power of the Iraqi Communists.
The imperialist overlords in Washing-

ton and London viewed with alarm the

1958 revolution which swept away the

Iraqi monarchy, removing a main pillar

of the Anglo-American anti-Soviet alli-

ance in the Near East and threatening

Der Spiegel

U.S. president Eisenhower at 1959
Camp David summit with Soviet
premier Khrushchev (right), who sold
out Communist-led upsurge in Iraq
to pursue “peaceful coexistence”
with imperialism.

capitalist rule itself. American Marines
from the Sixth Fleet were landed in Leb-
anon, and British paratroops were flown

into Jordan in a menacing move aimed at

the Iraqi masses.

By late summer a peasant insurrection

was sweeping across the agricultural

plains of Iraq as peasants burned land-

lords’ estates, destroyed the account led-

gers and seized the land. The Commu-
nists made spectacular gains. But the

forces of reaction were frantically organ-

izing to try to crush the revolutionary

wave. In March 1959, nationalist officers

and the Ba'ath. backed by the large land-

owners and tribal chiefs, prepared to

launch a counterrevolutionary coup start-

ing from the city of Mosul. The ICP
wrecked this scheme by organizing a

demonstration of a quarter million peo-

ple, triggering a plebeian upsurge that

swept the reactionaries from the streets

of Mosul.

Workers revolution was on the order

of the day. A statement by the Ba'ath in

the spring of 1959 noted with alarm that

Communists dominated the labor unions,

the peasants’ organization, the union of
students, the popular resistance forces

and the committees for the defense of

the republic. But the Stalinist leaders

rejected any notion of leading a workers
insurrection to overthrow the capitalist

state apparatus, seeking rather to become
part of it, as prominent members or sym-
pathizers of the ICP gained appointment
to administrative and military positions.

With the question of proletarian state

power posed, all the ICP demanded was
representation in the capitalist govern-
ment. Mammoth rallies, some drawing
over a million participants, were staged

in Baghdad to support the Communist
Party’s demand. Army units loyal to the

ICP broke open arsenals and distributed

weapons.

For the Soviet bureaucracy, even the

ICP’s reformist appeal for a handful of
ministers in the capitalist government
was too extreme. Following Moscow’s
orders, the ICP meekly abandoned its

call for a coalition government when
Qassim turned thumbs down in late April

1959. Marxist historian Isaac Deutscher
underlined at the time how Khrushchev

sold out the Iraqi Communists to make
his Camp David meeting with U.S. presi-

dent Eisenhower more congenial:

“Most Western observers on the spot

agreed that Kasscm could hardly hold
his ground against an all-out communist
offensive. His own following was small,

and he refused to try and rally the anti-

communist forces which were intimi-

dated and disorganized and for whose
support Nasser made a bid when he
attacked Kassem as a ‘communist stooge.’

"Then, in the summer, the communist
offensive was suddenly called off

—

on urgent demands from Moscow. In

Moscow reports about the rising revolu-
tionary temperature of Iraq had caused
alarm. Khrushchev refused to counte-
nance a communist upheaval in Bagh-
dad, afraid that this would provoke
renewed Western intervention in the

Eastern Mediterranean, set the Middle
East aflame, and wreck his policy of
peaceful coexistence. He was already
reckoning with the prospect of his visit

to Washington and was anxious to pro-
duce evidence of Soviet ‘goodwill’ in the

Middle East.

"A bill of indictment against the Iraqi

communist leaders was drawn up in

Moscow and the Iraqi Party was ordered
not merely to make its peace with Kas-
sem, but to surrender to him uncondi-
tionally with only a minimum of face-

saving.”

— reprinted in Deutscher, Russia.

China and the West ( 1970)

Qassim and anti-Communist national-

ists now look the offensive. In July, bloody
encounters took place between Ba’athist

gangs and Communists in Baghdad neigh-

borhoods. ICP members were sacked
from government posts and the military.

Communist trade-union leaders were re-

moved from their posts or rounded up by
the police. In Kirkuk, in July 1959 the

largely Kurdish CP organization turned

an incipient revolt into a communalist
massacre of Turkomans, prominent in the

city’s commercial elite. The Kirkuk mas-
sacre was then used by Qassim as a pre-

text for suppressing the Communist Party.

Yet the Stalinists maintained their pros-

tration before Qassim, taking his blows
without serious resistance. When a Kurd-
ish separatist revolt broke out in the sum-
mer of 1961, the ICP denounced it as

“serving imperialist designs.”

In February 1963. the Ba’ath was able

to broker a military coup that brought
down Qassim and unleashed the coun-
terrevolutionary furies. Using lists of

Communists supplied by the CIA, the

Ba'ath Party militia, the National Guard,
launched a house-to-house search, round-
ing up and shooting suspected CPers.
An estimated 5,000 were killed in the

Ba'ath’s bloody terror and thousands
more jailed, many of them hideously
tortured. Only the overthrow of the

Ba’athists in November 1963 by their

erstwhile military allies pul a halt to the

horror. When the Ba’ath returned to

power in 1969, it took up where it had left

off—with trials of Jews. Communists and
sundry oppositionists while laying waste
to the Kurdish regions.

The evident opportunity for a proletar-

ian revolution in Iraq in 1958-59 was
addressed last year in a polemical article

on the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
reprinted from Spartakist, the press of
the International Communist League’s
German section. Noting that the ICP was

continued on page 12

.
Princeton University Press

Iraqi CP leaders head 1959 May Day march. Four years later, one-third of
Central Committee was murdered by nationalist Ba’ath regime.

Illustrated London News
Teheran, 1951: Stalinist Tudeh party subordinated militant Iranian
proletariat to bourgeois-nationalist Mossadeq regime.

5



Young Spartacus
The ISO and the Nader Campjjgn:

How Fake Socialists Undermine

Fight for Workers Party
The struggle to build a workers party

that fights for the emancipation of the

working class and oppressed is at the

forefront for communists in the U.S.

today. This means uncompromisingly

exposing the nature of the capitalist state

and its administrators, as well as the pro-

capitalist trade-union mislcaders, and

pointing the way forward. In its theo-

retical journal. International Social-

ist Review (August-September 2000),

the International Socialist Organization

(ISO) declares: "Working-class political

independence from capitalist parties has

been a socialist principle for more than a

century." But the ISO then proceeds to

demonstrate just how elastic its relation-

ship is to any socialist principles, with

article after article hustling the vote for

bourgeois Green Parly candidate Ralph
Nader’s bid for the presidency.

The current issue of International

Socialist Review contains several arti-

cles frantically trying to justify their new
line, but it is not difficult to see through
this parody of Marxism and point out

the ways that the ISO actually pro-

motes obstacles to cohering a revolution-

ary workers party. They carry an editorial

celebrating: "There Is a Choice in Elec-

tion 2000”; an article in the same journal

by longtime ISO honcho Joel Geier tries

to justify their advocacy of a vote for this

capitalist candidate; this is then followed

by a "historical " piece by Paul D" Amato,

which tries to give a Marxist gloss to their

latest dive by using quotes from Marx,

Engels. Lenin. Luxemburg and Trotsky

that more often than not are an indictment

of the ISO's politics.

We have already exposed the ISO's

opportunism in "ISO Hustles Vote for

Nader" (WV No. 739, 28 July). As we
pointed out there: "In calling for a vole

for Nader, the ISO peddles the illusion

that fundamental change in society can be

achieved through capitalist electoral pol-

itics.” Americans are taught from their

first civics lesson in grammar school that

the U.S. has the best, most demo-
cratic government in the world. Certainly,

from the U.S. rulers' standpoint, it has its

advantages. The "choice" in this two-

party system is between two capitalist

parlies representing two wings of the

same property party. In other words, there

is no choice at all for the working class.

Over 80 years ago. Bolshevik leader

V I. Lenin neatly skewered the fraud of

bourgeois democracy in his book State

and Revolution: “To decide once every

few years which member of the ruling

class is to repress and crush the peo-

ple through parliament—this is the real

essence of bourgeois parliamentarism."

• Rather than fighting to win anyone to

a socialist perspective, the ISO is re-

inforcing the very illusions that have tied

the American working class, through the

agency of the trade-union bureaucracy, to

the capitalist class and its parties, particu-

larly the Democrats.

The ISO claims: "Elections cannot pro-

duce socialism, but they can produce

socialists. They can raise the conscious-

ness and fighting capacity of the working

class and win greater numbers to radical-

ism and socialism." Socialists can run

in elections—as we have several limes

—

in order to gain a platform to disseminate

their views among the working masses

(see article on next page). The way a Len-

inist party raises the consciousness of the

working class about its historic role in the

fight against capitalism is to imbue it with

confidence in its independent mobiliza-

tion against the capitalist class and all

its political parties; therefore, we do not

give political support to any capitalist

party. The Green Party has no ties to the

working class; it is not even a reformist

bourgeois workers parly like the British

Labour Parly, which has a capitalist pro-

gram but is organically tied to the work-

ing class through the trade unions. It is a

capitalist party with a petty-bourgeois

base whose environmentalism and fraud-

ulent “anti-corporate" politics are hostile

to the interests of the working class.

The role of capitalist third party move-

ments in the U.S. has been to divert anger

among the masses away from social

protest and back into bourgeois electoral

politics. And Nader’s candidacy is no dif-

ferent. Nader seeks to refurbish the image

of the capitalist electoral system, and in

particular to channel those discontented

with this society toward the Democratic

Party. He is a shill for the Democrats

who, in his own words, wants "to pull

them in the right direction" (LA Weekly,

June 30). And like Nader, the ISO sees his

campaign as a tactic to pressure the Dem-
ocrats. Geier notes in his piece, "Chal-

lenging the Parties of Corporate America:
Nader 2000":

“The medin try to convince us ihui the

Democrats lose elections when they are

not sufficiently moderate, or when they

arc ‘too liberal.’ But the truth is that the

Democrats are losing workers’ and
students’ votes that might cost them the

election because they arc too right wing.
The unexpected popularity of Nader
could shift (he political balance and
vastly increase the importance of the left

in American politics. It is remarkable
that such an important change has
occurred in what seems to be just a few
short months."

As evidence of "the political shift to

the left in the country" Geier cites none
other than the Teamsters bureaucracy led
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International
SocialistReview

August-September 2000

In new articles, ISO tries hard to sell

lie that one capitalist party is an
“alternative" to the others.

by James Hoffa Jr., which, according to

the ISO, "started the year by playing foot-

sie with Buchanan and his racist nation-

alism, and have shifted to flirting with

Nader on grounds that he represents the

views of working people.”

Hoffa has “flirted" with every one of

the candidates. While youth demonstrated

outside the Republican convention last

month, Hoffa was inside being honored

by the delegates. At the Democratic con-

vention. he was given the status of a

“super-delegate." This is hardly a “politi-

cal shift to the left.” Hoffa could one day

stand shoulder to shoulder with Buchanan
and then shift to Nader the next day
because Nader shares the same economic
nationalism and chauvinist protection-

ism of both Hoffa and Buchanan. All of
them act in the service of U.S. imperial-

ism by pushing anti-Communist diatribes

behind which is the aim of destroying the

gains of the 1949 Chinese Revolution.

And all of them can equally denounce—
and have denounced—“unsafe" Mexican
truckers "stealing American jobs." Nader
recently ranted: "You are driving along
in Maine or Minnesota or Illinois, look-

ing in the rearview mirror and there's a

big Mexican truck bearing down on you
with a driver who doesn't have to meet
the same standards that U.S. truck driv-

ers have to meet" (Chicago Tribune .

25 June).

So. what arc "socialists" doing sup-

porting a capitalist candidate, and one
who pushes vile anti-Mexican chauvin-

ism 9 While the ISO frets that Nader
“doesn’t carry his anticorporate politics

to their logical conclusion—to opposition

to the capitalist system itself." they argue

that "Nader's campaign evokes the prom-
ise of a radical third-party alternative not

controlled by any section of the capitalist

class.... It is raising the question of an

independent working-class party." Geier

writes:

"If Nader docs well, it may create a situ-

ation that leads sections of labor to break
from the Democrats. Meanwhile, it

allows us to approach workers individu-

ally and to invite trade union locals to

support Nader’s anticorporatc demands.

Spartacus Youth Club Events

NEW YORK
Meet the Marxists

Saturday, September 9, 2 p.m.

299 Broadway, Suite 318

Class Series: Marxism— The Fight

for Socialist Revolution

Thursday, September 28, 7 p.m.

Columbia University

Hamilton Hall, Room 302

For more information and readings:

(212) 267-1025

BERKELEY
Introduction to Marxism

Tuesdays, 7 p.m.

Starting September 12

U.C. Berkeley, 79 Dwinelle Hall

For more information:

(510) 839-0851

TORONTO
Marxism vs. Anarchism

Wednesday, September 13, 7 p.m.

Class Series: The Fight for

Revolutionary Marxism
The Communist Manifesto:

A Guide to Action

Wednesday, September 20, 7 p.m.

International Student Centre
U of T, 33 St. George Street

For more information and readings:

(416) 593-4138

VANCOUVER
The Communist Manifesto:

A Guide to Action

Wednesday. September 20, 6:30 p.m.
University of British Columbia

For room and more information:

(604) 687-0353

What do Nader, Hoffa and Buchanan have in common? Economic nationalism,
protectionism, anti-communism. According to ISO, Teamsters president Hoffa
Jr. with Nader (far left) shows national “shift to the left." Right: Buchanan at

April 12 anti-China Teamsters rally in D.C.
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Young Spartacus

WV Photos

NYC, 23 October 1999:
Our labor/black
mobilization that

stopped the KKK was
example of workers party

in action; we organized
in opposition to the
Democrats, who tried

to build a diversionary
demo of “tolerance" for

the Klan. ISO joined
Dems and shared
speaker's platform with

Latino Officers

Association (below).

break with the Democrats, and prepare
the ground for an independent working-
class party."

Anti-capitalism is not the "logical

conclusion" of anti-corporatism. Nader’s
anti-corporate rhetoric is easily and read-

ily adopted by everyone from liberal youth
disgusted by the dominance of big corpo-

rations in American society to rightist fol-

lowers of Patrick Buchanan who fear that

big corporations are driving out of busi-

ness their small farms and businesses. It

is at bottom the political outlook of a

middle class feeling disenfranchised.

Capitalism is a system of produc-

tion where profit is acquired by the cap-

italists through the exploitation of the

working class. The working class, whose
labor creates the wealth of society, has

the numbers, organization, interest and
power to fight and destroy the oppressive

rule of capital. But to accomplish this his-

toric act of universal emancipation, the

working class must be imbued with revo-

lutionary class consciousness, where the

struggles of the workers become class

struggle, the most advanced workers must
become conscious of themselves as a

single class whose actions are directed

against the entire class of capitalists and

their government. Such consciousness

does not spontaneously emerge from the

day-to-day trade-union struggles of the

working class, which do not in them-

selves challenge the capitalist mode of

production, but must be brought into the

working class from outside, through the

instrumentality of a revolutionary work-

ers party.

The forging of a workers party in the

U.S. that champions the cause of labor

and all the oppressed will not be the prod-

uct of electoral engineering nor will it

be the product of a linear process of add-

ing votes here and there. It will result

from convulsive class battles and enor-

mous social protests that counterpose the

interests of labor directly to those of the

capitalist class. It will not be built by

“breaking" the current anti-communist

union bureaucracy—which is a key com-
ponent of the Democratic Party—from

the Democrats, but rather by replacing

that staunchly pro-capitalist misleader-

ship with an anti-capitalist, class-struggle

leadership.

A genuine workers party must be based

on the understanding that only through

their independent political mobilization

can the workers fight for their interests

and in defense of all the oppressed. We
look to the example of the Bolshevik

Party of V. I. Lenin and Leon Trotsky,

which led the workers of Russia to power
in the October Revolution of 1917. We
are fighting to build such a party, forged

in sharp political struggle against all man-
ner of reformism and opportunism, and

based on the Marxist understanding that

the capitalist profit system must be

smashed and replaced by workers rule. As
we wrote in “Democrats, Republicans:

Partner Parties of Racist U.S. Capitalism"

( WV No. 739. 28 July):

"We oppose political support for any
bourgeois party or candidate in principle

and stand for the complete and uncondi-
tional independence of the working class

from all parties and agencies of the cap-

italist class. The working class and the

oppressed cannot take a single step

toward liberation if locked in an embrace
with political parlies of the class enemy.
Break with the Democrats! No support
to the Greens! Build a revolution-

ary workers party to fight for socialist

revolution!"

Black Oppression and
the Fight for Socialism

The U.S. today is the only advanced

capitalist country lacking a mass work-

ers party representing even a deformed
expression of the political independence

of the proletariat. The central enduring

feature of American capitalism, shaping

and perpetuating this backward con-

sciousness. is the racial oppression of the

black population as a race-color caste at

the bottom of society. Black oppression

with its profound and pervasive ideologi-

cal effects is fundamental to the Ameri-
can capitalist order. Obscuring the class

divide, racism has served to bind white

workers to their capitalist masters prem-

ised on the illusion of a commonality of

interest based on skin color.

To the ISO, the fight against black

oppression is not a strategic question for

the American workers movement because

the ISO is hostile to the perspective of
socialist revolution in this country. In-

serted within Geier’s piece on Nader is

a short, unsigned box titled: "Nader on
Social Justice" that admits, "questions

of social justice do not figure prominently

m Nader's campaign. Racism is rarely

continued on page 10

"Communist Views on Elections"

From the Archives of Marxism
Wc print below an article from the

January 1932 issue of Young Spartacus,

newspaper of the youth group of the

Trotskyist party of the time, the Commu-
nist League of America. The article

appeared after the election of a member
of the Young Communist League (YCL),
John Bukas Jr., to the city council in

Yorkville, Ohio. The YCL was the youth

group of the Communist Parly (CP). The
Trotskyists at that time defined them-

selves as an expelled faction of the CP.

having been expelled three years earlier

after organizing within the CP to combat
its Stalinist degeneration. This article

sketches out the Marxist attitude toward

participation in bourgeois elections, and

explains how a revolutionary party uses

the democratic forms of the parliamen-

tary system to further our communist
work.

The Young People's Socialist League
(YPSL) was the youth group of the

social-democratic Socialist Party. Ram-
say MacDonald, a founder of the British

Labour Party and head of British Labour
Party governments in the 1920s, joined

with the Tories to head the 1931

"National Government.” This exemplar

of social-democratic class treason is

here contrasted with some early figures

from the German Social Democrats

—

August Bebel, Wilhelm Liebknecht and

Karl Liebknecht—as well as the Russian

Bolsheviks.

* * *

Because of the early appearance of the

first issue of Young Spartacus, we arc

able only at this late date to report the

election of John Bukas. Jr., a member of

the Y.C.L., to the city council of York-

ville, Ohio—a mining and steel town.

The Young Worker (1 1-16-31) mentions

the election. We avail ourselves of this

opportunity to discuss the role of Com-
munists in elections in a capitalist coun-
try. The question of the class character of

the stale, the role played by Commu-
nists in a bourgeois government and the

differences between the tactics of the

Communists and the social democrats
(Socialists) should be understood.

The Communists recognize the pres-

ent day state—whether it be a republic,

monarchy, or a Fascist dictatorship—as

the organ of the capitalist class for the

suppression of the working class. The
essence of the state presents itself to us

largely as the army, the navy, the police,

the state militia, the courts, in short, the

coercive forces, with which the bour-
geoisie attempts to prevent the working
class from overthrowing the existing

order of things.

Can. then, a Communist participate in

a bourgeois government in the capacity

of a director? The answer is: No. Partici-

pating in the work of the government,
i.e., taking a seal in the ministry or cabi-

net. means only one thing—to aid in the

suppression of the working class. This
the Communist cannot do.

The Socialists In Action

It is in the tactics pursued in this

respect that the bourgeois character of
the social-democratic parties reveals

itself most vividly. The Socialist Mac-
Donald and his "Socialist Government",
(as the Nov. 1st issue of Free Youth

(Y.P.S.L.) so proudly called it), used the

armed forces of the British bourgeoisie

to suppress the Indian masses. Likewise

in Germany the socialist ministers and
the socialist police chief revealed their

class affiliation by using the police to

shoot down the workers during the May
Day demonstration of 1929.

The workers do not recognize the

police as their allies. The policeman's

club and soldier's bayonet, whether used

to suppress a strike of the food work-

ers in New York, the copper miners in

Colorado or the masses of Nicaragua, are

recognized as the weapons of the enemy
class. The directors of these weapons
— the capitalist state—receive and de-

serve the hatred of the class conscious

workers.

The conclusions are clear. The social

democracy, having the viewpoint and
outlook of the petit bourgeois, often

lakes an active part in a capitalist gov-

ernment. The Communists, representing

the working class, cannot do so.

The Communist Methods

"But", objects the newcomer to the

Communist movement. "I have seen the

Communist party on the ballot, and have

heard of the election of Communists to

the German and French legislators.

Would not this indicate at least a desire to

participate in a bourgeois government?"
The answer is No. The purpose of the

Communist is to use the elections, and the

wide publicity given to the doings of the

legislature, as a means of making known
the demands of the revolutionary van-

guard to the working class as a whole.

When the Communist addresses the

“honorable" ministers, he is availing him-

self of the opportunity to reach, not the

ministers, but the great masses of workers

whom the Communist parly otherwise

does not reach. Of course the Commu-
nists will struggle against reactionary

measures and for such social legisla-

tion which would benefit the workers.

They will bring the demands of the work-
ers to the attention of everyone: expose
the class character of the state, present

the need of a workers’ state and the

path to Communism. These were the tac-

tics employed by Bebel, the elder and

younger Liebknecht, and the Russian
Bolsheviks. These are the tactics of the

revolutionary Communist against the

petty bourgeois socialist.

John Bukas, Jr., has such a task thrust

upon his shoulders. Progressive social

legislation tending to alleviate the suffer-

ings of the workers of Yorkville should
be advocated by him, not merely in the

chambers of the city council, but also

wherever the workers gather, in the

streets, in the workers' halls, etc. But
never should he foster the illusion that

through elections the workers will be
able to permanently better their condi-

tions. On the contrary, he should expose
the sham of capitalist democracy and
stress the necessity of social revolution

as the way out.

In conclusion, the present stale being

the organ of suppression of the proletar-

iat by the bourgeoisie, the Communist
should do all in his power to lay bare its

workings, and to work for its overthrow

and elimination. The elections and partic-

ipation in the capitalist legislative bodies

arc means through which the Communist
party attempts to influence the widest

ranks of the workers and win them for its

program.*
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January 1998: Protests against food price increases and other IMF-dictated austerity measures imposed by Zimbabwe

president Mugabe (right) were dispersed by police gunfire. Months of protests included two general strikes.

South Africa...
(continualfrom page I

)

and Pretoria than a relative handful of

white-owned tobacco plantations. Muga-

be has 12.000 troops in Congo, who

control some key diamond-producing

areas in Kasai, a mineral-rich province

where South Africa’s De Beers has been

displaced. The many-sided war there,

involving Laurent Kabila's government

troops, a half dozen rebel armies and as

many expeditionary forces from sur-

rounding countries, has temporarily pre-

vented the imperialists from getting their

hands on the country's fabulously rich

diamond and other mineral reserves.

The United Nations is currently consider-

ing the deployment of a "peacekeeping”

force to Congo, in which South Africa

has already announced it intends to play

a prominent role. The UN and Britain

already have occupation forces in Sierra

Leone, another diamond-rich country.

Imperialist hands off Congo! All U.S.I

UNIBritish troops out of Africa!

South Africa holds the key to the

future of all of sub-Saharan Africa.

Under the rule of the capitalist ANC.
this means continued brutal exploitation

and oppression of South Africa's black,

coloured and Indian working masses by

the white racist bourgeoisie and enforc-

ing imperialist plunder throughout the

region. Under a black-centred workers

government. South Africa's industrial

and mineral wealth would be used to

develop (he vast resources of the region

for the benefit of the former colonial

slaves. Spartacist South Africa, section

of the International Communist League,

fights to forge the Bolshevik party

needed to lead the proletariat, drawing

behind it the rural landless and all the

oppressed, in a socialist revolution that

breaks the power of the bourgeoisie and

expropriates capitalist industry and the

large landowners. For a socialist federa-

tion of southern Africa!

MDC: Stalking Horse for White
Landholders, Imperialists

Conditions for Zimbabwe's working

people have continued to worsen since

the Mugabe regime imposed IMF-
dictated austerity measures in 1991. Mas-

sive plebeian protests in late 1997 culmi-

nated in a general strike called by the

ZCTU that December, followed by

another in March 1998. Mugabe's dis-

patch of 12,000 troops—from a country

with a total population of 12 million—to

Congo further inflamed hostility to his

regime, as he sells his country’s youth as

cannon fodder to keep Kabila in power in

return for diamond and mineral conces-

sions for him and his ZANU-PF cronies.

Earlier this year. Mugabe tried to push

through a constitutional reform which

would have essentially made him presi-

dent for life, while proposing a land dis-

tribution scheme to mobilize his peasant

base against urban opposition. When
Mugabe’s referendum failed because of

opposition led by the MDC, ZANU-PF
encouraged an escalation in the land sei-

zures. Fearing that they will lose their

jobs if the large commercial farms are

broken up. the 350,000 black agricul-

tural labourers and their families—who
account for one-eighth of the total popu-

lation—have been driven into the arms

of the MDC, and their own exploiters.

Founded last year under the leadership

of ZCTU head Morgan Tsvangirai, the

MDC has openly sought ties with the

imperialist powers and opposes the land

seizures. Last spring, when Britain threat-

ened to pull out a military training mis-

sion. the MDC urged London to keep the

troops in place as a "guarantee" of "dem-

ocratic government" (UPI. 17 April).

MDC leader Tsvangirai was joined by a

number of prominent Tory politicians, a

former U.S. assistant secretary of state

and racist South African politician Tony

Leon in a letter to the London Times (13

April) denouncing the Mugabe regime. In

Zimbabwe, the MDC's supporters in-

clude a prison torturer who served under

the former while-supremacist regime of

Ian Smith's Rhodesia (Zimbabwe’s colo-

nial name), and Smith himself, who once

ranted. "I don’t believe in black majority

rule ever in Rhodesia—not in a thousand

years." Smith and his like deserve revolu-

tionary justice from a workers tribunal for

the butchering of African men, women
and children during his rule.

Rubbing shoulders with this notorious

racist pig in the MDC are the avowed

“revolutionaries" of the International

Socialist Organisation (ISO). Zimbab-

wean supporters of the tendency founded

by the late Tony Cliff, led by the British

Socialist Workers Party (SWP) and

including the Keep Left grouping buried

inside the SACP. (While the American
ISO has been at loggerheads with the

SWP of late, it was no less enthusiastic

about the MDC's recent electoral gains.)

ISO spokesman Munyaradzi Gwisai was

even elected to Parliament for the openly

pro-imperialist MDC in the Highficld

area of Harare. While whining that the

MDC “played into Mugabe's hands in

the rural areas by lining up with white

farmers," the SWP cheered that "the

MDC’s victories will give confidence to

sections of workers” (Socialist Worker

(Britain), I July).

While themselves ensconced in the

party of the big farmers and indus-

trialists, the Cliffites in their MDC elec-

tion campaign called for “seizure of big

farms without compensation." "tax the

rich to fund the poor" and "power to

workers and the poor." pretending that

the MDC can be won to this pro-

gramme (Socialist Worker [Britain], I

July). The right-centrist Workers Power

group in Britain also calls for pressur-

ing the MDC. lecturing: "The work-

ers, through their unions and other grass-

root organisations, need to overturn

the MDC’s land programme" ( Workers

Power. July/Augusl 2000). To justify

such appeals, the MDC is depicted as a

social-democratic party, which the Cliff-

ites in particular claim the while landown-

ers have only recently begun to support.

Thus a Zim ISO leaflet issued before

the elections talks of "the need for work-

ers and the poor to be at centre of the

MDC and to make sure that the party

puts workers interests at the fore and

not the capitalist ideas that are now
being propagated by the current middle

class/capitalist leadership of the party"

("Mistake to Cancel the May Day Ral-

lies—Now Prepare for General Strike!"

undated). An election statement on the

back of this leaflet urges a "vote for

MDC which was started by workers and

the poor."

ISO: Economism in Service of

Pro-Imperialist Reaction

Even the most abjectly pro-imperialist

reformist workers party, like the British

Labour Party, is organically based on the

labour movement. Not so the MDC,
which was bankrolled from the start by

the white capitalists—who determined its

policy on fundamental issues—operating

in an alliance with the pro-capitalist

ZCTU bureaucracy. The MDC grew out

of the 1997-98 upheaval. A Mail & Guar-

dian article (17 December 1997) head-

lined “Zim’s ‘Unholy Alliance': Black

Workers, White Farmers" pointed to "an

unlikely consensus between Zimbabwe's

newly assertive trade unions, who
brought the country to a grinding halt last

week for the first Lime in half-a-century,

and white farmers whose domination of

the land appears doomed by looming

nationalisation.” A more recent Mail &
Guardian (1 1 April) reported:

“White support is proving crucial to the

opposition. The party will not say how
much money it has raised, or from
where But the head of its campaign in

Mashonaland West's 10 constituencies.

Duke du Coudray, concedes that a sig-

nificant proportion of campaign funds

comes from white-owned businesses."

An integral part of this unholy alliance

is the ISO, which boasts of being “a

socialist pressure group affiliated to the

MDC" (Socialist Worker [Zimbabwe],

January 2000). By their own admission,

the Cliffites are playing a very real role

in providing a left cover to lure militant

workers into the MDC, thus tightening

the political chains that bind Zimbab-
wean workers to their capitalist exploit-

ers and imperialist overlords. How do

self-styled socialists end up as brokers

for neocolonial domination?

The starting point for the Cliffites,

Workers Power, et al. is not revolution-

ary Marxism but trade-union econom-

ism, a programme limited to advancing

the economic interests of the working

class within the framework of capitalism.

In an imperialist "democracy" like Brit-

ain, this economist programme translates

into support for the parliamentary vehi-

cle of the trade-union bureaucracy, the

Labour Party. But in semicolomal coun-

tries like Zimbabwe, there is no room for

a parliamentary-reformist social democ-
racy. The national bourgeoisie is too

weak and subordinated to imperialism,

and the class contradictions in society

are thus posed too sharply, to allow for

labour reformism. Thus trade-union eco-

nomism ends up directly allying with the

bourgeois nationalists or, in the case of

the MDC and the ZCTU labour bureauc-

racy. the white capitalists and imperial-

ists themselves.

Frederick Chiluba of Zambia (formerly

Northern Rhodesia) is reportedly viewed
as a model by MDC leaders. A former

head of the Zambia Congress of Trade

Unions. Chiluba came to power in 1991 as

leader of the Movement for Multiparty

Democracy, a lash-up of trade-union

leaders and bourgeois politicians. The
hated Chiluba regime has been notorious

for corruption. IMF-imposed austerity

and brutal repression. The economic and
political conditions which have led to

such movements are in part the result of

Election rally of

Movement for

Democratic Change
(left), headed by
trade-union leader
Morgan Tsvangirai
(right). Zimbabwean
Cliffites help chain
black workers to

imperialist-backed
party of white
landowners.

UN imperialist

"peacekeeping
force in

diamond-rich
Sierra Leone.
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the counterrevolutionary destruction of

the Soviet Union. During the Cold War,

bourgeois-nationalist regimes in Africa

were able to jockey for financial aid

between Washington and Moscow. Today,

the imperialists see no need to subsidise

these regimes, which have been forced to

sell off nationalised industries and subject

the masses to even deeper privation.

The appearance of bourgeois opposi-

tion parties in some way connected to the

trade unions in post-colonial countries is

a reflection of massive discontent among
workers with capitalist governments

formed by former national liberation

movements which, once in power, neces-

sarily carry out the dictates of imperial-

ism. Such discontent is expressed today

in South Africa in the growth of a semi-

syndicalist mood among militant workers

fed up with the betrayals of the reformist

SACP as a co-administrator of the capi-

talist state. A few years ago. a number
of leading trade unionists, notably includ-

ing Moses Mayekiso, called for the for-

mation of a workers party in opposition

to the ANC/SACP.
But a party narrowly based on defence

of the economic interests of unionised

workers cannot advance a programme to

address the all-sided social oppression

facing the urban and rural masses. Not

surprisingly, Mayekiso and many of his

fellow “workerists” were ultimately won
over to the SACP. Even a substantial and

permanent improvement in the living

conditions of the workers in such coun-

tries can only be achieved by overthrow-

ing the capitalist order and replacing it

with a planned, collectivised economy.

What is needed is a revolutionary work-

ers party which does not simply defend

the particular interests of the working

class, especially its better-paid unionised

sector, but fights as a tribune of the peo-

ple to eradicate all forms of national and

social oppression.

For Permanent Revolution!

Many of the Western fake leftists who
today support the pro-imperialist MDC
against Mugabe hailed him as an "anti-

imperialist” a generation earlier. In the

1970s, Mugabe's ZANU and the rival

ZAPU of Joshua Nkomo waged a guer-

rilla war against the Smith regime,

simultaneously engaging in murderous

feuds with each other. While extending

military support to the struggle against

white-supremacist rule, we warned that

these petty-bourgeois formations sought

to work out an accommodation with cap-

italism, not to destroy it. At the 1979

Lancaster House conference in Britain,

Mugabe and Nkomo set a "willing seller,

willing buyer" scheme for land redistri-

bution, offering ample compensation to

those whites who agreed to sell, while

poor blacks got the most barren tracts.

Such land clauses were put in the Lan-

caster House Constitution by Britain

with the full blessing of Mugabe, just as

bourgeois properly rights are enshrined

in the new South African constitution.

When Mugabe came to power in 1980,

we wrote: "In every respect the ‘Marxist’

Mugabe has demonstrated in no uncer-

tain terms that he is a loyal lackey for

imperialism—from his ‘good neighbor'

policy toward South Africa to the recent

strikebreaking” ("Strikes Hit Zimbabwe-
Rhodesia," WV No. 256, 16 May 1980).

Two decades of Mugabe’s rule has

offered proof in the negative of Trotsky's

theory of permanent revolution: The
replacement of the old while colonial

elite by a black bourgeois governing party

has done nothing to resolve the funda-

mental democratic and social questions

after years of British colonial rule and
white-supremacist domination in the for-

mer Rhodesia. The few white-owned
farms which were taken over since 1980

were handed to ZANU-PF stalwarts.

Under imperialism, "nation-building"

necessarily means one tribal or ethnic

group dominating the others. A few years

after taking power, Mugabe, from the

dominant Shona group, unleashed a

bloody attack against the Ndebele people

in Matabeleland, who made up Nkomo’s
base. Meanwhile, last year Zimbabwe’s
Supreme Court ruled that women could

not inherit land and argued that such dis-

crimination is "in the nature of African

society." Unemployment stands at over

50 percent, while the country has among
the highest rates of people with AIDS in

the world. Mugabe openly espouses vile

anti-gay bigotry. For his part, Mbcki

denies even that AIDS is caused by the

HIV virus. Yet while the Western media

hypocritically criticise such backward

views, the imperialists refuse to provide

the drugs and money to assist the many
millions of HIV-infected people in Africa.

In countries such as Zimbabwe and

South Africa, the burning democratic

tasks such as agrarian revolution, equality

for women and tribal/ethnic minorities

and breaking the yoke of imperialist sub-

jugation can only be realised through the

Trotskyist programme of permanent revo-

lution: the seizure of state power by the

proletariat standing at the head of the

peasantry and all the oppressed. In the

imperialist epoch, the bourgeoisie in

countries of belated capitalist develop-

ment, lied by a thousand threads to the

imperialist rulers and fearful above all of

its own proletariat, is unable to resolve

these tasks historically associated with

the bourgeois-democratic revolutions of

the 17th and 18th centuries in West

Europe and North America.

The current land seizures have report-

edly extended beyond the war veterans

mobilised by ZANU-PF to include home-
less township dwellers and even rail-

way workers. The aspiration of the dis-

possessed peasantry of Zimbabwe to

reclaim the land that was stolen from

them can be a powerful motor force for

proletarian revolution. But as Trotsky

explained in his 1929 work The Perma-

nent Revolution'.

"The realization of the revolutionary alli-

ance between the proletariat and the

peasantry is conceivable only under the

political leadership of the proletarian

vanguard, organized in the Communist
Party. This in turn means that the victory

of ihe democratic revolution is conceiv-

able only through the dictatorship of the

proletariat which bases itself upon the

alliance with the peasantry and solves

first of all the tasks of the democratic
revolution....

“The dictatorship of the proletariat

which has risen to power as the leader of

the democratic revolution is inevitably

and very quickly confronted with tasks,

the fulfillment of which is bound up with

deep inroads into the rights of bourgeois

property. The democratic revolution

grows over directly into the socialist rev-

olution and thereby becomes a perma-
nent revolution."

— The Permanent Revolution and
Results and Prospects (1969)

This is the perspective, confirmed by the

experience of Lenin and Trotsky’s Bol-

shevik Party in the 1917 Russian Revolu-

tion, which is fought for today by Sparla-

cist South Africa. Especially in a small

country like Zimbabwe, a socialist revo-

lution would inevitably and almost imme-
diately pose the task of its international

extension—in the first instance to neigh-

bouring South Africa, which supplies

most of Zimbabwe’s petrol and electrical

power, and beyond that to the imperialist

centres.

In some measure thanks to the ISO.

the lineup of class forces in Zimbabwe is

the exact opposite of what Marxists seek

to achieve: The working class, instead of
leading the peasantry against the capi-

talists and landowners, is in their tow
against the landless peasant masses. And
the peasantry, in turn, has been mobilised

by the Mugabe regime against the agri-

cultural and urban proletariat with the

cynical promise of achieving what the

masses fought to win in the independ-

ence struggle: land.

In its election leaflet, the Zimbabwean
ISO calls for extending the land seizures

and dismisses concerns about the breakup

of the commercial farms, mainly tobacco

plantations which account for 40 per-

cent of the country’s export earnings,

enthusing: ‘Throughout Africa and Asia
small-scale farmers are the mainstay of

agriculture." This is the outlook of a

petty-bourgeois democrat, at best. The
difference between large-scale, capital-

intensive agriculture and small-scale,

subsistence farming—an increase in pro-

ductivity measured in orders of magni-

Powerful South
African proletariat

holds key to

emancipation of

sub-Saharan
Africa from

capitalist

exploitation,

imperialist

domination.

tude—is the difference between affluence

and starvation. While seeking to provide

leadership to the struggles of the poor

peasants for land as part of the revolution-

ary overthrow of the big capitalists and

landlords, the proletariat advances the

goal not of an equality of poverty but of

an egalitarian communist society based

on enormous leaps in human productiv-

ity. In his "Principles of Communism"
(1847), Friedrich Engels explained:

"It follows from all this that the antithesis

between town and country will likewise

disappear. The carrying on of agriculture

and industrial production by the same
people, instead of by two different

classes, is, even for purely material rea-

sons, an essential condition of commu-
nistic association. The scattering of the

agricultural population throughout the

country, 'alongside the crowding of the

industrial population in the big towns, is

a state adequate only to an undeveloped

stage of agriculture and industry, an

obstacle to all further development,
which is making itself very perceptible

even now."

From the standpoint of a collectivised,

planned economy, it makes no sense to

divide Zimbabwe's large, productive,

white-owned farms into small, unproduc-

tive plots. The conflict which has cur-

rently come to the fore between small-

holding peasants and the agricultural

proletariat can only be equitably resolved

in a revolutionary fashion, that is, by

the expropriation of the landed estates

and imperialist holdings. Soviets of farm

labourers and poor peasants would dem-
ocratically determine which lands would
be maintained as state farms and which

would be distributed to individual peas-

ants. A workers state would encourage

poor peasants to join together in cooper-

ative farms by providing tractors and

other technology. In South Africa, which

has no peasantry to speak of. a revolu-

tionary workers government would sim-

ply expropriate the highly mechanised
and capital-intensive commercial farms.

Only under an expanding collectivised

economy, based on a perspective of pro-

letarian revolution in the advanced in-

dustrial countries and an international

planned economy, could the necessary

resources and technology be provided to

liberate rural workers from backbreaking

labour while absorbing in industry or

construction those former peasants and

agricultural workers no longer required to

work the land.

For a Black-Centred Workers
Government in South Africa!

Explaining why Mugabe fell out of

favour with the imperialists, a South Afri-

can government think-tank analyst wrote:

"Many African and European govern-

ments, and the United Slates, consider

the presence of Zimbabwean troops an

impediment to the establishment of their

own strategic presences in Congo. The
unilateral intervention of Zimbabwe in

support of Kabila has never been appre-

ciated by those who wish to do away with

the Kinshasa government. It is Zimba-
bwe’s presence in Congo which led to the

IMF and the World Bank, under the influ-

ence of the US, halting all loans to

Mugabe" (Sunday Independent , 25 June).

Mugabe’s ZANU-PF government has

since teetered on the brink. Petrol queues

snake through towns, power cuts loom
and foreign currency reserves are virtu-

ally depleted.

The Mbeki regime has played a prom-
inent role in trying to pressure Mugabe
to withdraw from Congo, which would
open the road for South African inves-

tors, who are positioned for major exten-

sion into central Africa. The ascendance

of a layer of ANC politicians as black

front men for while capitalist rule, not

only in the government but in such major

mining conglomerates as Anglo Ameri-
can, has facilitated South Africa’s push

to join the renewed scramble by the

imperialist powers to divide up the Afri-

can continent's vast resources. Under the

ANC government, the racist South Afri-

can bourgeoisie, as a junior partner of

U.S. and British imperialism, has sharply

increased capitalist investment in south-

ern and central Africa.

Acting under the auspices of the South-

ern African Development Community
(SADC), the ANC regime invaded Leso-

tho in 1998 with the aim of securing

continued on page 10
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Reuters

South African AIDS activists demonstrate in Durban for access to medication.
Millions in southern Africa are dying from AIDS while capitalist rulers

promote bigotry and imperialists deny needed medications.

South Africa...
(continuedfrom page 9)

the Highland Water Projects, a strategic-

source for all of Gauteng, South Africa's

industrial core. Now Mbeki is ready to

join in enforcing the Lusaka Accord

which would balkanise Congo under the

aegis of the UN. whose earlier "peace-

keeping” mission in that country presided

over the CIA's assassination of national-

ist leader Patrice Lumumba in 1961. But

the South African army is so rife with

racists that black soldiers have taken to

shooting white officers, as at Tempe
military base. Reflecting concern over the

reliability of the army in military combat,

bourgeois press reports ask: "Will our

sons come home in. body bags?”

More fundamentally, the South Afri-

can bourgeoisie’s regional ambitions

have to reckon with a powerful and com-

bative proletariat at home, which is chaf-

ing under the attacks of the ANC regime.

The COSATU trade-union federation

issued out of convulsive struggles under

the apartheid regime, which ultimately

led to its downfall But the COSATU
leadership soon came under the influ-

ence of the reformist SACP, which has

historically been heavily intertwined

with the ANC and ties the strategic core

of the black proletariat to the bourgeois-

nationalist ANC In response to the land

seizures in Zimbabwe, an April 25 state-

ment by the COSATU tops declared: "It

is crucial, both for that country and the

entire Southern African region, that

stability and the rule of law is installed

in Zimbabwe."

Echoing these labour lackeys of neo-

apartheid capitalism is the pseudo-

Trotskyist Workers International Van-

guard League (WIVL) in Cape Town.
While arguing that the MDC is “no

friend of workers," the WIVL whines

about the ANC government’s "quiet

diplomacy approach" toward Mugabe
and its failure to "condemn Ins attacks or

the land invasions” ( Workers Interna-

tional News, July 2000). WIVL should

just say openly that they want the squat-

ters off the white farms and a return to

the “rule of law”!

What really worries the ANC and its

tails is maintaining the "rule of law" in

South Africa, where millions of impover-

ished black people, many with family

ties to the urban proletariat, languish in

desperate poverty in the rural hinter-

lands. More than 100 white farmers were

killed last year, many of them in the

northern KwaZulu-Natal area where

attacks on white farmers are openly

acknowledged to be a form of “indirect"

land redistribution. The Sunday Inde-

pendent (23 April) editorialised:

"Just as Zimbabweans need to turn to the

land for food and survival security, so

are many black South Africans losing

hope that they will ever be accommo-
dated in an economy driven by interna-

tional dictates. These marginalised peo-

ple are returning to the rural areas to find

patches of land large enough to teed

their families. But they are being forced

higher and higher up the mountains
towards stony ground. When they look

down into the fertile valleys, what do
they see? White farmers. That's the

future reality that South Africans must
face now, before it is too late."

It is not only the land question that

unites the Zimbabwean and South Afri-

can masses. The Ndebele people, for

example, reside on both sides of the bor-

der. artificially drawn to suit the interests

of the British colonialists. Moreover,

Zimbabweans make up a sizable propor-

tion of the migrant workers who slave in

the mines and on the land in South Africa.

These workers face constant harassment,

roundups and deportations by the state

and terror attacks from anti-immigrant

vigilantes, and are used as scapegoats

by the nationalist ANC for massive

unemployment. At the same time, the

migrant workers are a living link be-

tween the South African proletariat and

workers throughout the region. It is cru-

cial that the labour movement take up

their defence against slate repression:

Down with the "Operation Crackdown"

witchhunt! Full citizenship rights for all

immigrants!

We fight for a socialist federation of

southern Africa, in which there will be

an equal place for all the myriad peoples

of the region, including those whites

who accept the rule of a government

based centrally on the black proletarian

majority. This struggle is linked to a per-

spective for proletarian revolution inter-

nationally, to open the road to the social

and economic emancipation of the conti-

nent. The enormous industrial and min-

eral resources of South Africa will not be

limited to “nation-building” south of the

Limpopo River, but will be harnessed

to the task of aiding the impoverished

masses of the entire continent to escape

from famine and desperate poverty. The
fight to build a South African Bolshevik

party is inseparable from the struggle

to reforge an authentically Trotskyist

Fourth International, world parly of

socialist revolution.*

ISO...
(continuedfrom page 7)

mentioned." Nader’s studious avoidance

of black oppression in America is not

accidental, but stems from his promotion

of American capitalist "democracy" as a

force for progress both in the U.S. and

abroad. Nader emphasizes his economic
nationalism and chauvinist protectionism

in order to appeal to conservative, right-

wing voters. This leaves little room for

even making a pretense of addressing

social questions like the oppression of

black people under the boot of racist

American capitalism at home. But the

ISO in effect dismisses this as a "personal

flaw” and publishes an article that is an

apologia for Nader!

Grotesquely, they write: “Blacks are

rightly suspicious of, and hold back from,

movements that are silent or passive

about the struggle for Black equality.”

But not the ISO! They advise Nader “to

make institutional racism a central com-
ponent" of his political campaign, else he

will lose the black vote. The 18 August
issue of the ISO’s Socialist Worker carries

an interview with a black woman sup-

porter of the Green Party in an attempt to

make him appear more attractive to black

voters. To the ISO, Nader’s evasion of the

question of black oppression may be "an

unacceptable political defect," but it cer-

tainly is not going to make them think

twice about their support to him.

In pushing the vote for Nader, the ISO
attacks black radical Malcolm X. The
ISO claims in Gcier’s piece that not sup-

porting Nader means abstaining from

"having to contend for leadership among
people just opening to radicalism,” and

they condemn Malcolm X as an example

of this:

"Many self-described revolutionaries in

the 1960s held themselves aloof from
the civil rights movement because it was
pacifist. Christian, for integration into

capitalism, and allied with liberalism and
the Democratic Party. Malcolm X pro-

vided radical cover for them, criticizing

from the outside the imperfect struggle

of a real movement. Malcolm was forced

to admit his mistake and break with con-
servative abstentionism."

What the ISO hates about Malcolm X
is that, as a voice for black self-defense

against race terror, he represented a mili-

tant fighter against black oppression who
did not bow to the dictates of the racist

Democratic Party. Malcolm X told the

truth and denounced Martin Luther King
Jr., Bayard Rustin, el al., as the "Uncle
Toms” who counseled the suffering black

masses to “turn the other cheek" in the

face of murderous racist attacks perpe-

trated by the Dixiecrats, the Southern
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Eduard Bernstein,
prominent proponent

of theoretical ideology
for reformism within

workers movement,
is echoed today by

ISO leader Joel Geier
in renouncing

independence of the
proletariat in favor of

building the broadest
possible “movement.”

Verlag Kurt Oesch WV Pholo

Democrats. Despite the limitations of his

black nationalist outlook, he saw clearly

the hypocrisy of Northern white liberal

Democrats like John and Robert Kennedy
who "came to the aid” of blacks by send-

ing the FBI, federal marshals and the

National Guard—not to suppress the

racist mobs but to clamp down on the

struggles of black people. It was Malcolm
X who rightly declared, "A vote for a

Democrat is a vote for a Dixiecrat.” But

to the craven ISO. opposition to the rac-

ist Democratic Party is tantamount to

“abstentionism."

Central to the fight to build a workers

party in the U.S. is the fight for black

freedom by the multiracial working class,

and that will not happen so long as the

proletariat is tied to any party of the rul-

ing class, whether it be the Republicans,

Democrats or Nader’s Greens. Black
workers are integrated into strategic sec-

tors of the industrial proletariat, which
has the power to shatter the capitalist

system. Because of their double oppres-

sion as workers and blacks in racist

America, black workers have the most
to gain from workers revolution and
will be in the front ranks of the fight for

socialism. Won to a revolutionary pro-

gram, they will be the living link fus-

ing the anger of the dispossessed ghetto

masses with the social power of the mul-
tiracial working class under the leader-

ship of a revolutionary workers party.

We fight for revolutionary integration-

ism, for the construction of a multiracial

workers party that fights against every

manifestation of racist oppression and for

the full integration of black people into

a socialist, egalitarian society. The ISO

and other reformist groups are not a step

in that direction, but an obstacle to com-
batting the bourgeois ideology which
shackles the working class to its capital-

ist enemy.

The ISO’s support for Nader stems
from their opportunism. They sensed his

"unexpected popularity" and did an
about-face, dropping their earlier line

critical of him (Socialist Worker, 12 May)
and becoming his staunchest supporters

on the left in the hopes of gaining a few
recruits. They do not challenge the illu-

sions of youth who might be attracted to

Nader out of revulsion for the Democrats
and Republicans, but rather cater to and
reinforce these illusions. They have no
perspective lor building a revolutionary
workers party because they have no per-

spective for socialist revolution. The ISO
is a reformist organization that, far from
fighting for socialism, merely stands for

surlace modifications of the decrepit cap-
italist system.

Polemicizing against Eduard Bernstein
in 1879—who would later renounce the

Marxist program for social revolution

—

Marx and Engels aptly captured the pol-
itics (hat best define the ISO today (one
of those quotes that also appear in

D’ Amato’s "historical" piece):

"The programme is not to be relin-
quished, but merely postponed—for
some unspecified period. They accept
it not tor themselves in their own life-
time but posthumously, as an heirloom
for their children and their children’s
children. Meanwhile, they devote their
whole strength and energies’ to all sorts

ot trines, tinkering away at the capitalist
social order so that at least something
should appear to be done without at the
same time alarming the bourgeoisie. "

WORKERS VANGUARD



Workers Reject Sellout Contracts

Bay Area Transit Workers
Confront Racist Union-Busting

SAN FRANCISCO. September 4—
Members of Transport Workers Union
(TWU) Local 250A launched an overtime

ban in the MUNI transit system here this

weekend after twice defiantly voting

down a contract. Only eight out of two

thousand drivers have broken the ban.

which has massively disrupted transit in

the city. The contract rejection is a sting-

ing repudiation of the Local 250A offi-

cials. who recommended the deal, after

having reopened the contract last year in

surrender to a racist campaign against the

heavily black and female MUNI drivers

union. That anti-union barrage led to the

passage of Proposition E last November,

which cleared the road for a crackdown

on the union by creating a new Municipal

Transit Authority (MTA) and mandat-

ing increased disciplinary powers for

management, speedup goals for service

and “on-time performance," and incentive

bonuses and “merit" pay which under-

mine seniority.

On the same day TWU members
turned down their contract, bus drivers in

Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU) Local

192 on the other side of the Bay voted

against their new contract offer, rightly

seeing they faced the same union-busting

drive taking place in San Francisco. AC
(Alameda County) Transit drivers told

WV that anger focuses on a draconian

“absenteeism control" provision under

which it will be much easier for workers

to be fired One older driver said, "If we
both went out on strike that would open

someone's eyes"; another said, "We could

shut down the Bay Area”; a third com-
plained that the “leaders fight against us

getting together” When Local 192 voted

to authorize a strike on August 30. a num-
ber of MUNI drivers who came out to

urge a joint strike were not allowed into

the meeting. Now the Lo^al 192 lops have

rejected appeals by MUNI drivers for

their union to join the overtime boycott.

In Los Angeles, three unions repre-

senting drivers, mechanics and clerks

are faced with a crucial contract battle as

a 60-day “cooling off" period imposed

by Democratic governor Gray Davis ex-

pires. The L.A. Metropolitan Transit

Authority's aim is to break up this union-

ized workforce through “privatization"

of bus lines in areas such as the San Fer-

nando Valley and the elimination of

gains achieved by the unions over

decades. Particularly in this historically

“open shop" city, it is crucial for all of

labor to rally behind the transit unions

against union-busting.

The capitalist media blame SF transit

workers for deteriorating service which

is the result of incompetent management
and starving the system of everything

from money to drivers to buses. With pri-

vate sector unions in the city already

severely weakened, the capitalist estab-

lishment is out to cripple the transit

unions as a crucial part of its drive to

raise profits by cutting all workers’ living

standards.

MUNI workers have a history of mili-

tancy which has been neither forgotten

nor forgiven by the wealthy white capi-

talist elite which runs San Francisco. The
MUNI drivers last went out in 1976, in

solidarity with the city craft workers

strike. Thanks to the treachery of the

union tops, that strike was defeated, but

the TWU was not crushed. In the after-

math. the city exacted a range of con-

tract concessions from MUNI drivers

and pushed through an array of anti-

union ballot propositions. The big down-
town financial interests have pursued

their vendetta against the TWU through

successive Democratic Parly city admin-

istrations, Mayor Willie Brown's being

only the most recent. Brown joined with

the yuppie, anti-union "Rescue Mum"
operation in denouncing the overtime

ban. Yet the union tops embrace this cap-

italist politician as a "friend of labor."

San Francisco was once a port city

that was heavily unionized, the product

of the historic 1934 General Strike which

resulted in the unionization of longshore-

men on the West Coast. As shipping

moved out of the city to the container-

ized facilities and transshipment connec-

tions of the Port of Oakland, yuppies

moved into SF. drawn by jobs in finance,

high lech or media/communications.

While a good proportion of MUNI riders

are professionals with visceral class

hatred and racist contempt for unionized

city workers, the bulk of the riders are

working people—black, Asian, Latino,

white. Under MUNI's so-called “proof

of payment” system which eliminated

the second driver on light rail trains,

hundreds of cops harass black and immi-

grant youth, issuing $100 tickets to pas-

sengers who can’t prove they paid the

fare. If the transit unions emblazoned on

their banners the call for free mass tran-

sit. they would win wide support from
working people and the poor.

Labor Bureaucrats and the
Democratic Party

At Local 250A meetings before the

new contract was presented, the mem-
bership by all reports overwhelmingly

demanded that nothing be given away.

While the bureaucrats pretended to lis-

ten, they apparently had a deal already

worked out and came back with a con-

tract proposal gutting protections against

arbitrary disciplinary firings, opening up
union militants and minorities in particu-

lar to increased victimization.

According to MUNI drivers, barn

meetings on the contract proposal erupted

in an uproar when executive board mem-
ber John Murray, to his credit, blew the

whistle on this dirty deal, breaking

an outrageous gag rule under which
board members are not supposed to utter

any criticism to the ranks. Reportedly,

attempts by the bureaucrats to undercut

Murray, a longtime supporter of Progres-

sive Labor Party (PL), with a vicious red-

baiting attack fell Hat with unionists who
are well aware of his views and see him
as leading the opposition to the sellout. In

an article on the overtime ban two days
ago. the San Francisco Chronicle also

redbaited Murray and his wife, Ellen, a

MUNI driver.

That contract was voted down by a

resounding margin of almost four to one.

When Local 250A president Ray Anto-

nio, with the backing of International rep

Larry Martin, came back with a slightly

modified version of the same contract a

month later, it was also rejected, this time

by a two-to-one margin. Now the MTA
has extended the deadline to September

24, to give the bureaucrats one more

chance to ram the contract through. If not

approved then, the old contract is auto-

matically extended for one year.

One longtime driver told WV, “Muni
operators' union representation has sold

us out, from the International rep all the

way down. Management's got them in

the pocket." As we pointed out in "Union

Tops Agree to Give Away the Store for

Willie Brown—Smash Racist, Union-

Busting Attacks on S.F. Transit Work-

ers!” (WV No. 717, 6 August 1999).

Brown has played a central role in going

after the transit workers in the inter-

ests of the downtown capitalists organ-

ized in the Committee on Jobs. Yet

the TWU misleadership refused to fight

attacks on the union in order to promote

his re-election. This is a clear example

of how the bureaucrats’ fealty to the

Democratic Party hobbles the workers’

ability to defend themselves against the

capitalists’ attacks.

Constituting a privileged layer within

the workers organizations, the labor

bureaucracy supports capitalism and

therefore sees its role as simply that of

“pressuring" the ruling class for a few

extra crumbs. And when the capitalists

won't give any, the labor tops shove con-

cessions down the throats of their mem-
bers with the line that they’re being

"realistic.” From AFL-CIO chief John

Sweeney to San Francisco Labor Coun-
cil head Walter Johnson and the heads of

the MUNI and AC Transit union locals,

the bureaucracy’s program is to subordi-

nate the interests of the working class to

the interests of the bourgeoisie. Instead

of mobilizing San Francisco unions to

defend the MUNI drivers, for instance,

Johnson & Co. are intent only on getting

Democrats into office in hope of gaining

influence in the corridors of power.

Integral to building a new, class-

struggle leadership in the unions is the

fight to break labor from the Democratic
Party and to forge a multiracial workers

party. Such a party is necessary to lead

the working class in struggle, from de-

fense of existing gains to the seizure of

slate power and the creation of a workers

government that rips the productive

forces of society out of the hands of the

capitalists and institutes a planned social-

ist economy run by workers councils.

Mobilize the Power
of Bay Area Labor!

Unionized city jobs have been one of

the few places where black workers can

get decent, relatively well-paying jobs.

Though black people make up less than

10 percent of SF's population, more than

half of MUNI drivers are black. Many
younger drivers are Asian or Latino, as

an influx of immigrants has made this a

“majority minority" city. Particularly in

the face of the capitalists’ racist cam-
paign against MUNI drivers, it is crucial

to understand that the fate of the entire

working class depends on championing

the defense of all the oppressed. Black

oppression is built into the very founda-

tions of American capitalism: the fight

for black liberation and for the emanci-

pation of all workers go hand in hand.

With regional transit broken up into a

patchwork of different agencies, the need

is posed for a joint struggle by all transit

workers—beginning with MUNI and AC
Transit, drawing in Bay Area Rapid Tran-

sit (BART) and backed up with the power

of the longshore and Teamsters unions

—

wielding the social power workers have

to withdraw their labor and shut down the

flow of profits. This would lay the basis

for one industrial union of all Bay Area

transit workers. And such a concerted

struggle would be welcomed by the vast

majority of working people, blacks. Lati-

nos and all the oppressed, whose living

standards have been slashed and working

conditions eroded while profits soar and
the racist cops run rampant.

TWU bureaucrats are working over-

time to squelch any talk of a strike, hold-

ing up the threat of mass firings under a

city charter provision, instituted through

a ballot referendum in response to the

1976 strike, which forbids strikes by city

workers. Another 1976 proposition refers

deadlocked pay disputes to a voter refer-

endum. allowing the capitalists to mobi-

lize petty-bourgeois voters against the

unions. If you don’t have the right to

strike, you don't have unions! Unions
themselves were once branded “ille-

gal criminal conspiracies.” Everything of
value the workers movement has won has

been achieved by mobilizing the ranks of

labor m hard-fought struggle on the

picket lines: the entire history of labor

victories is one long string of broken laws

and defied court injunctions.

When New York City transit workers in

TWU Local 100 geared up to strike last

December as their contract expired, they

were met with strikebreaking injunctions

harking back to the turn of the century.

These injunctions, brought down by both

Democratic Party state attorney general

Eliot Spitzer and Republican mayor
Rudolph Giuliani, criminalized not only
strike action but even advocacy of strike

action. Local 100 head Willie James and
TWU International president Sonny Hall

not only bowed to the strikebreaking, but

even used the police to intimidate the

membership at union meetings.

Similarly, a strike by transit workers in

San Francisco would immediately run

directly up against the capitalist state,

with "friend of labor" Brown acting as

Strikebreaker-in-chief. It is crucial to

understand that the bosses’ state—the

cops, the military, the courts

—

is nothing

continued on page 13

Combative
BART union
during 1997

strike against

hated two-tier

wage system.
For one

industrial union
of all Bay Area

transit workers!
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Quatrieme Internationale

Vietnamese Trotskyist leader Ta Thu Thau. Trotskyists led 1945 Saigon work-

ers insurrection as Stalinists welcomed return of "democratic” imperialist

occupation forces.

Near East...
(continuedfrom page 5)

"the most proletarian Communist Party

in the Near East,” we wrote:

“In the midst of the great social turmoil

that ensued after the fall of the Iraqi

monarchy in 1959, this powerful force

for social revolution was betrayed by the

Iraqi Stalinists and Moscow. Instead of

mobilizing its working-class base to take

state power in its own name, the ICP
diverted the workers into supporting the

bourgeois military officer Abd al-Karim

Qassim."— “Trotskyism vs. PKK
Nationalism," VVV No. 716,

9 July 1999

This utterly correct statement was de-

nounced as "incredibly soft on the ICP” in

a letter by K. Anderson published in the

following issue (“On the Iraqi Commu-
nist Party,” WV No. 717,6 August 1 999).

Anderson asserted: "There’s no way this

party could have mobilized ‘its working-

class base to take state power in its own
name.’ ... The ICP was an obstacle to rev-

olution, not its potential leadership.” The

WV Editorial Board replied, “Anderson is

quite right.”

In fact, this was very wrong, and was

counterposed to the whole thrust of the

article to which we referred readers in our

Abbas/Gamma-Uaison

Khomeini’s "Islamic revolution” en-
slaved Iranian women in the veil. As
fake lefts cheered Khomeini, we said:

“Down with the Shah! Down with the
mullahs! Workers to power!"

reply, "Iraqi Rulers’ Bloody Road to

Power” (WV No. 51 1, 5 October 1990).

As we noted in an SL Central Committee
motion adopted following an extensive

internal discussion, “The statement in

Anderson’s letter that there was no way
that the Iraqi CP ‘could have mobilized

“its working-class base to take state

power in its own name’” denies any con-

tradiction between the proletarian base

and Stalinist leadership. Thus any pos-

sibility for the intervention of a Trotskyist

party to exploit this contradiction is elim-

inated and by extension any possibility of

proletarian socialist revolution."

As the events in Iraq demonstrated, a

revolutionary situation can, and gener-

ally docs, emerge while much of the

working class is still under the sway of

reformist leadership. This in itself does

not determine that social revolution must

end in defeat, as Anderson’s statement

would logically imply. Rather the issue

of proletarian victory or defeat hinges on

whether the revolutionary vanguard can

win leadership of the working masses

from the reformist misleaders. During

the Spanish Revolution and Civil War of

the mid- 1930s, Trotsky pointed out that

the political consciousness of the Span-

ish proletariat in its mass was even

higher than that of the Russian proletariat

in 1917. What was lacking in Spain was a

Bolshevik party, which Trotsky struggled

unswervingly to create in the crucible of

the revolution itself.

In the course of the internal discus-

sion, one comrade emphasized the impor-

tant difference between the Stalinist and

social-democratic parties in terms of the

nature of their appeal. He noted that the

Moscow regime was seen "as the inheri-

tor of the Russian Revolution, which

people simply looked at and took with-

out paying attention to the political coun-

terrevolution that was consummated."

Hence the Stalinist parties:

"were never simply equal to the socialist

parties. That went on for a long time. It's

only with the rise of ‘Euro-Communism’
and finally the elimination of the Soviet

Union that the Stalinist parlies became
simply identical to the reformist parties.

They always had an undifferentiated rad-

icalism which set them apart, so that no

black militant in his right mind would
join the American Socialist Party but a

lot of them joined the Communist Parly"

It is notable that mass social-democratic

parties, based as they are on illusions in

imperialist parliamentary "democracy,"

never arose in the Near East or almost

anywhere else in the colonial world.

In contrast, during the late 1930s

and ’40s Trotskyist nuclei in colonial

countries like Indochina and Ceylon (Sri

Lanka) gained a mass base at the expense

of the Stalinists, whose embrace of the

popular front and the subsequent wartime

alliance of the Soviet regime with the

"democratic” imperialists led the Stalin-

ist parties to reject the struggle for

national independence. Intervening in

the social turmoil which accompanied

the defeat and disarming of the Japanese

occupation forces in Vietnam at the end

of World War II, the Trotskyists were able

to lead a proletarian insurrection in Sai-

gon against the entry of British and

French troops, while Ho Chi Minh's Sta-

linists collaborated with the "democratic”

imperialists. Though bloodily suppressed

by the imperialists (with the aid of the

Stalinists), the Saigon insurrection pro-

vided a concrete example of how the

intervention of a Trotskyist party in the

proletarian upheaval in Iraq could have

resulted in a socialist revolution smashing

bourgeois rule there in 1958-59.

Anderson’s letter represented a politi-

cal departure which, taken to its logical

conclusion, leads to the view that Stalin-

ism is "counterrevolutionary through and

through,” i.e., that the Stalinist bureauc-

racy and Stalinist parties are purely and

simply reactionary. This view has histor-

ically been embraced by reformists and

centrists, for example the “International

Committee" of Gerry Healy/David North,

to jettison the Trotskyist position of

unconditional military defense of the

degenerated/deformed workers states (see

"Anatomy of a Healyite Russia Hater

—

David North: Joseph Hansen’s Natural

Son,” WV No. 456. 1 July 1988). Our
small revolutionary vanguard is not

immune from the powerful and perva-

sive alien political pressures of this post-

Soviet period. What’s crucial is the

party's ability to correct mistakes, to

clarify and resolve political differences

through a thoughtful and thorough inter-

nal political debate according to our

Leninist democratic-centralist norms.

This particular discussion broadened and

deepened our understanding of the devel-

opment of the Communist movement in

the Near East, examining a history of

struggle to chart the course for Fighters

for new October Revolutions in the Near

East today.

Marxists, Fake Leftists

and Arab Nationalism

Amid the revolutionary turbulence

in the Near East in the late 1940s and

1950s, the intervention of even a rela-

tively small Trotskyist organization could

have split the Communist parlies, win-

ning revolutionary-minded workers and

intellectuals away from their Stalinist

misleaders. This was the road to forging

authentic Leninist vanguard parties in the

region. But the perspective of forging a

Leninist vanguard party is rejected by our

opponents on the left, most of whom
tailed the Arab nationalists.

Typical were the fake Trotskyists of the

late Ernest Mandel’s United Secretariat

(USec), who hailed a mythical “Arab

Revolution” to justify tailing after “left"-

talking Arab nationalists, from military

despots like Nasser to the petty-bourgeois

nationalists of the Palestine Liberation

Organization. The USec. in its consistent

support for Palestinian nationalism, went

from enthusing over indiscriminate anti-

Jewish terror in the early 1970s to sup-

porting today’s “peace" deal between the

PLO and Israel. The USec’s support to

Palestinian nationalism was conditioned

by and consistent with its support for

bourgeois-nationalist regimes.

When the Algerian independence

struggle brought to power the petty-

bourgeois nationalists of the National

Liberation Front (FLN), Mandel’s men-
tor, Michel Pablo, took a post in the cap-

italist government apparatus under FLN
leader Ben Bella. The U.S. Socialist

Workers Party, which had just passed

over from Trotskyism to centrism, hailed

the Ben Bella regime as a “workers and
peasants government,” suggesting that it

was on the road to establishing a revolu-

tionary workers government like the Bol-

sheviks in Russia. The Arab nationalist

FLN pledged to preserve capitalist prop-

erty, declared Islam the stale religion and

discriminated against the Berber minor-

ity. But the Pabloites maintained their

political support even as Ben Bella blood-

ily suppressed a Berber revolt in 1963.

The USec’s political support to bour-

geois nationalists was “theorized” in a

1974 statement by its groups in the Arab

region, published in English as “The Arab

Revolution, Its Character, Present State,

and Perspectives.” Despite allusions to

“socialist revolution" and even the “dicta-

torship of the proletariat,'' the USec
placed itself on the same terrain as the

Arab nationalists, declaring that "Arab

national unity is the central task of the

Arab revolution” and enthusing over its

“revolutionary potential." The Pabloites’

slock in trade is the notion of an objec-

tively revolutionary “dynamic" pushing

the masses toward socialism, thus obviat-

ing the need to forge a revolutionary van-

guard party. But in the “Arab Revolution,”

the Pabloites saw a "dynamic" leading

not to socialism but to the consolidation

of a unified bourgeois state!

The Pabloites totally wrote off the pos-

sibility of winning the working-class base

of the Stalinist parlies in the Arab coun-

tries in opposition to their leaders’ selling

out revolutionary struggles through class-

collaborationist alliances with Arab
nationalists. Rather, the USec criticized

the Stalinist betrayers for not capitulating

enough to Nasser:

"The sectarian failure to understand the

national question disarmed the Arab
Communist parties, and above all the Syr-

ian Communist Party, in their opposition
to the Syrian-Egyptian union of 1958,
which was in part directed against them.
Instead of waging its democratic struggle
in the framework of the union, the Syrian
CP opposed the union as such, which iso-

lated it completely from the Syrian
masses and facilitated the repression that

tell on it. Likewise, in opposing the union
for the sake of supporting General Kas-
sem, the Iraqi Communist Party lost a

considerable part of its influence to the

nationalists. In all these positions, the

Arab Stalinist movement placed itself at

the opposite pole of the nationalist move-
ment, denigrating the national aspirations
of the Arab masses in the name of a so-
called class attitude, totally overlooking
the revolutionary potential of the question
of Arab unity.”— “The Arab Revolution. Its

Character, Present Stale, and
Perspectives"

The ostensible anti-Pabloites of Gerry
Healy’s "International Committee" like-

wise enthused over the “Arab Revolution”
beginning in 1967. carrying this to its log-
ical extreme in the coming years by act-

ing as paid press agents for one or another
Arab bourgeois regime (see “Healyism
Implodes,” Spartacist (English-language
edition) No. 36-37, Winter 1985-86).

In contrast, we have always insisted
that the idea of some transcendent, trans-

class “Arab Revolution” was a mystifica-
tion which impeded the genuine national
and social liberation of the toilers of the

Arab East. As we wrote following the
1967 Arab- Israel war:

"Many so-called Marxists believe that
the struggle for ‘national liberation’ of
the Arab countries has merged with or
even replaced the struggle for social-
ism in these countries. Accordingly
they would replace the working class by
petty-bourgeois cliques as the ‘revolu-
tionary agent’ and view Nasser and other
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militarists as the liberators of the Arab
masses. Such support of classless 'nation-

al liberation’ prolongs the slavery of the

Arab masses to their own ruling class."

— Spurtucisl No. II,

March- April 1968

The Communist Road to

Social Liberation

In the course of little more than a

decade, the UScc went from tailing the

“Arab Revolution" of Nasser & Co. to

hailing the "Islamic revolution" of the

Ayatollah Khomeini—joined by virtually

every fake-left group internationally.

Prominent among these is the interna-

tional tendency founded by the recently

deceased Tony Cliff and led by the Brit-

ish Socialist Workers Party (SWP), repre-

sented in the U.S. by the International

Socialist Organization (ISO). From the

time of the 1950-53 Korean War, when

Cliff broke with the Trotskyist movement
over his opposition to unconditional mil-

itary defense of the North Korean and

Chinese deformed workers slates against

imperialism, the calling card of Cliff's

social-democratic outfit has been frothing

Stalinophobia.

Cold War anti-Sovietism and tailing

the fundamentalists came together for

the Cliffites over Afghanistan, where the

imperialists used the mullah-led fight

against the 1979 Soviet intervention to

wage a proxy war against the Soviet

Union. Washington armed and supported

the fundamentalists’ reactionary jihad

(holy war)—which was also supported

by virtually all the regimes of the Near

East. We forthrightly hailed the interven-

tion of the Soviet Red Army in Afghani-

stan against the mullah-led forces, and

we called for the extension to Afghan-

istan of the social gains of the October

Revolution. The Soviet military interven-

tion offered the possibility of opening

the road to emancipation for the hide

ously oppressed people of Afghanistan,

just as the Kremlin's withdrawal in

1988-89 paved the way lor the bloody

onslaught which was to follow.

But the Cliffites were foursquare on the

side of reaction. In the U.S., the ISO pro-

claimed all-out support for the mullahs:

"Just as socialists welcomed the defeat

of the U.S. in Vietnam, we welcome the

defeat of the Russians in Afghanistan.

It will give heart to all those inside the

USSR and in Eastern Europe who want to

break the rule of Stalin's heirs" (Social-

ist Worker, May 1988). The Cliffites went

on to enthusiastically embrace capital-

ist counterrevolution in the Soviet Union,

which has led to massive immisera-

lion of the working people and fratricidal

slaughter.

The war in Afghanistan underscored

the centrality of the woman question in

the Islamic East, both as a motor force

for social revolution and as a rallying

point for imperialist-backed reaction. At

the onset of the war, the New York Times

(9 February 1980) reported, “It was the

Kabul revolutionary Government's grant-

ing of new rights to women that pushed

Orthodox Moslem men in the Pashtoon

villages of eastern Afghanistan into pick-

ing up the gun." On the other side, it was

Afghan women, armed and organized in

militias, who were among the most fero-

cious fighters in defense of the moderniz-

ing nationalist regime against the U.S.-

backed mujahedin.

Even in the most advanced capital-

ist "democracies” of West Europe and

North America, women remain deeply

oppressed despite legal and political

equality, subject to discrimination in jobs

and wages, assigned as their primary role

in society that of housekeeper and pro-

creator, with fundamental rights like

abortion cither denied or constantly under

attack. Islam, largely because it is cen-

tered in semicolonial countries where

social backwardness is reinforced by

imperialist subjugation, has not had to

adapt its repressive moral code and

curb its secular power to the principle of

formal political equality derived from the

bourgeois-democratic revolutions in West

Europe and North America.

While introducing the most advanced

capitalist technique in such backward

countries, imperialism bolstered the most

reactionary and repressive aspects of

semi-feudal society. Despite formal inde-

pendence, the semicolonial bourgeoisies

remain dependent on the imperialists and

fearful of any challenge to their class rule

by the proletariat standing at the head of

the poor peasantry and all the oppressed.

These bourgeois nationalists are hostile to

women’s emancipation, which can only

be achieved through a thoroughgoing

socialist revolution which shatters capi-

talist property relations and all associated

social institutions.

In turn, the fight against women's

oppression is a motor force for revolu-

tionary struggle in such countries. De-

scribing the newly won freedom of

women in Soviet Central Asia in a 1924

speech to the Communist University for

Toilers of the East, Leon Trotsky said:

"Even today we can still observe in the

East the rule of Islam, of the old preju-

dices. beliefs and customs but these will

more and more turn to dust and ashes....

And this, moreover, means that the East-

ern woman who is the most paralysed in

life, in her habits and in creativity, the

slave of slaves, that she. having at the

demand of the new economic relations

taken off her cloak will at once feel her-

self lacking any sort of religious buttress;

she will have a passionate thirst to gam
new ideas, a new consciousness which
will permit her to appreciate her new

position in society. And there will be no

better communist in the East, no better

fighter for the ideas of the revolution and

lor the ideas of communism than the

awakened woman worker."

The Near East is a cockpit of imperial-

ist rivalries, pursued with the aim of con-

trolling the vital oil reserves of the region.

It is also a region of deep, all-sided

oppression—of women, of national, eth-

nic and religious minorities, as well as

homosexuals and others. At the same

time, the last half century has seen the

considerable growth of a modern prole-

tariat in urban centers throughout the Near

East. This industrial working class has the

social power to lead the oppressed masses

in struggle to overturn the capitalist order

and open the road to socialism. The key

is forging a revolutionary leadership of

the proletariat, on the model of Lenin’s

Bolsheviks who led the 1917 Russian

Revolution, based on the theory and pro-

gram of Trotsky’s permanent revolution.

The revolutionary overturn of capital-

ism cannot be limited to a single country.

It must necessarily sweep away the

bloody bonapartists in Syria and Iraq, the

medieval fundamentalists in Iran and

Sudan, the reactionary monarchies of

Jordan. Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states

as well as the Zionist rulers of Israel. It

must be an internationalist struggle

linked to the fight for socialist revolution

in the advanced capitalist countries of

Europe and North America. This requires

forging Trotskyist parties, which will

reappropriate the rich history of joint

working-class struggle in the Near East

in the fight to win the working class of

the region—standing at the head of the

peasantry and numerous oppressed

nationalities— to the banner of Leninist

internationalism. For a socialist federa-

tion of the Near East! For world socialist

revolution!*

Bay Area...
(continuedfrom page 11)

other than the executive committee of the

capitalist class as a whole. Its purpose is

to repress the struggles of the working

class and. ultimately, to prevent the work-

ers from smashing the system of private

property and taking power themselves.

PL: No Road to Revolution

The perspective put forward by PL's

Challenge (July 19) for MUNI workers

is: "We need an organized leadership to

pass a strike authorization vote, make
strike preparations and send a new nego-

tiating team back to the table from a posi-

tion of power." This is a start but it begs

the principal question, which is the nature

of the leadership needed to win. In a leaf-

let titled "No Contract, No Work!" dis-

tributed to transit workers recently, PL
pointed to th* capitalist government as

the enemy of MUNI workers and talked of

the power the working class has in its

numbers and "the fact that we create

everything of value in society.” Nowhere
in this statement, however, does PL
address the central political obstacle to

unleashing that power: labor’s ties to the

Democratic Parly.

PL cannot lead a fight to break

the unions from the Democratic Party,

because it argues that both are simply

capitalist institutions. An article in Chal-

lenge (3 November 1999) describes the

involvement of PL supporters in the AC
Transit union in “a rank-and-file caucus

for union accountability and to organ-

ize class struggle" while declaring, “We
have argued that the unions are in fact

capitalist institutions ‘accountable’ only

to AFL-CIO president John ‘Swine’

Sweeney and his pals on Wall Street.”

But how can capitalist institutions organ-

ize class struggle on behalf of the work-

ers? PL supporters in the unions are

compelled to act in accordance with the

objective fact that the unions are workers

organizations even as they continue to

insist that they are not. equating trade-

union bureaucrats like Larry Martin with

capitalist politicians like Willie Brown.

PL’s political analysis of the situation

facing the working class is that capitalist

attacks on workers’ wages and benefits

are the result of “fascism,” by which it

means the day-to-day repression under

capitalism. This leaves no room for

understanding the function of the trade-

union bureaucracy as an agency for

policing the working class from within,

which the capitalists prefer, when pos-

sible, to relying solely on naked repres-

sion. In fact, fascism means the total

destruction of the workers organizations.

The unions must be defended as the

only organizations for self-defense against

the capitalists that workers currently

have. Marxists call for the greatest unity

of the workers against the capitalist

exploiters while seeking maximum polit-

ical clarity amid competing tendencies in

order to win the most conscious workers

to (he revolutionary program. The job of

communists in the unions is to wage a

struggle to politically defeat the trade-

union bureaucracy and replace it with a

class-struggle leadership.

PL's recent contract leaflet does not

even mention the burning need for the

union to take up the fight against racial

and sexual discrimination in the face of a

viciously racist campaign against the

MUNI drivers. This disarms union mili-

tants opposed to the labor bureaucracy,

whose commitment to capitalism means
maintaining racial divisions in the work-

ing class. While PL supporters are often

known as anti-racist activists, in its polit-

ical program PL liquidates the struggle

against the special oppression of blacks

as a race-color caste into an abstract con-

ception of working-class unity. This has

led PL, for example, to renounce the

defense of affirmative action, calling it

"A Weight on the Fight Against Racism"

( Challenge , 7 February 1996). And PL
has never effectively taken up the cause

of death row political prisoner and former

Black Panther Mumia Abu-Jamal. refus-

ing to defend him until recently.

The path to victory for the working
class lies through the forging of a revo-

lutionary workers party that champions

all the exploited and oppressed against

the capitalist class enemy, fighting for

full equality for blacks and women and

for full citizenship rights for all immi-

grants. Such a revolutionary party must

base itself on a program of transitional

demands, linking the fight for the press-

ing needs of the workers today to the

necessity for workers revolution. In this

fashion the working class can lead all the

oppressed in a victorious struggle for

state power. That is the goal of the Spar-

tacist League *

Ohio 7...
(continuedfrom page 3)

much of the left toward the Ohio 7.

When Herschel Grynszpan, a Jewish

youth who shot a Nazi official in the

German embassy in Paris, was pul on

trial, Trotsky wrote in “For Grynszpan”:
"We Marxists e«i*»iJer the lactic of indi-

vidual terror inexpedient in the tasks

of the liberating struggle of the proletar-

iat as well as oppressed nationalities. A
single isolated hero cannot replace the

masses. But we understand only too

clearly the inevitability of such convul-

sive acts of despair and vengeance. All

our emotions, all our sympathies are

with the self-sacrificing avengers even
though they have been unable to discover

the correct road ...

"People come cheap who are capable

only of fulminating against injustice and
bestiality. But those who, like Grynsz-
pan, are able to act as well as conceive,

sacrificing their own lives if need be. are

the precious leaven of mankind."

The politics of the Ohio 7 were once

held by thousands of radicals during the

heyday of the Vietnam antiwar movement
and the New Left, who wrote off the pos-

sibility of winning the working class to a

revolutionary program and saw them-

selves as an auxiliary to “Third World"

liberation movements. But few put their

words into action. Among those who did

were the Weathermen, who like the Ohio
7 came out of the New Left Students for

a Democratic Society (SDS). And like the

Ohio 7, the Weathermen were spurned by

the "respectable,” reformist left when the

full brunt of government repression came

down upon them. Typically, the remnant

of SDS dominated by the Stalinist Pro-

gressive Labor Parly (PL) wrote in a 1970

leaflet titled “SDS: Mass Action Not

Mad Bombings": "We absolutely con-

demn and have nothing to do with terror-

ist bombings that only attack and intimi-

date the people!”

In our defense of (he Weathermen

against state repression, we noted: “The

response of the vast majority of the osten-

sibly revolutionary organizations to the

terrorists has been frighteningly lack-

ing in basic solidarist impulse, a complex

of outright gutlessness and infantile sec-

tarianism which bodes ill for the left’s

ability to fight back by political means
against ruling-class repression” (“Terror-

ism and Communism," Spartacist No. 1
7-

18. August-Seplember 1970). The class-

struggle. nonsectarian defense policy of

the PDC is based on the old Wobbly
(Industrial Workers of the World) slogan:

"An injury to one is an injury to all!”

In our fight to build a Bolshevik party

to lead the multiracial proletariat to

power in the imperialist “belly of the

beast," we seek to win to our revolution-

ary Marxist program militants with the

dedication and courage of Jaan Laaman,
Ray Levasseur and their comrades. Only
a socialist revolution can overthrow the

tyranny of this capitalist system that

wants to murder Mumia Abu-Jamal, that

locks up fighters like the Ohio 7 and that

daily crushes striking workers and ghetto

youth with its cops and courts.

* * *

Laaman and Levasseur are part of

the PDC’s monthly stipend program.
They along with Manning and Wil-

liams are also supported by the Decem-
ber 16th Committee. To learn about the

PDC’s monthly stipend program and
the fight to free all class-war prisoners:

Partisan Defense Committee, P.O. Box
99, Canal Street Station, New York, NY
10013-0099; e-mail: 75057.3201 @com-
puserve.com. To contact the December
16th Committee: Box 21073, 2000 SW
College, Topeka, KS 66621; e-mail:

decl6th@hotmail.com.*
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Black
Democrats...
(conlimit’dfrom page 16 )

central concern is to preserve faith in the

’justice" of American capitalist rule. On
August 26, the rally organizers ensured

that a tape of Mumia’s powerful voice

would be heard by as few people as

possible, playing it only alter the vast

majority of the crowd had dispersed.

The reason for this was clear, as Jamal's

message included a stinging indictment

of Clinton’s Democrats, demanding

“When will African Americans learn that

the two major parlies are both parlies of

white supremacy and corporate control?"

Mumia continued:

"No doubt, you'll hear many climb to the

rostrum and preach to you of the value

of voting. You may even have some poli-

ticians come to you today promising the

moon. But look at history. Bill Clinton,

what some have called the nation’s first

black president, savaged habeas corpus
for the first time since the Civil War So-

called ’welfare-reform’—his idea—has

been a war on the poor. ... Why vole for

your own oppression? Why vote for

death row? Why vote for DWB | driving

while black]? Why vote for the prison-

industrial complex?"

The political chains forged by the

petty-bourgedis black "leaders" and the

pro-capitalist labor bureaucrats that bind

blacks and labor to the capitalist Demo-
cratic Party bind them as well to the

racist oppression which is rooted in the

American capitalist system. The racist

cop terror which the liberals politely

term “racial profiling" enforces the seg-

regation of the mass of the black popula-

tion at the bottom of this society. The
fight for black liberation and the emanci-

pation of the entire working class require

the forging of a revolutionary workers

party which champions the cause of all

the exploited and oppressed in the strug-

gle for proletarian stale power. This is

the revolutionary perspective the Sparla-

cist League expressed in the banner at

our literature table on August 26: “Break
with the Democrats! Build a Workers
Party to Fight for Socialist Revolution!"

tional Socialist Organization (ISO) has

turned its membership into virtual foot

soldiers for capitalist Green Party candi-

date Ralph Nader. But the ISO knew that

Nader, who doesn't even make a nod

to the black population—instead sneering

that it is "divisive" to "focus on discrim-

inatory injustice." i.e., racism—would

have little appeal to the overwhelmingly

black crowd on August 26. So the ISO
made Ms support for Nader invisible to all

but those who bothered to buy its press.

Instead, the ISO put forward ns liberal

"Campaign to End the Death Penalty"

face, with a newsletter featuring black

Illinois Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr.

on the front page. All-purpose opportun-

ists. the ISO simply tailors its politics

of pressuring the Democrats to fit what-

ever crowd they are working. In D C.

they cheered Sharplon; on campuses they

appeal to liberal youth to back Nader's

candidacy.

Cravenly adapting to the black liberals,

the Progressive Labor Parly (PL) distrib-

uted a leaflet announcing, "We critically

support this march against racial profil-

ing." Headlined "Redeem the Dream.

Fight for Communist Revolution!", the

into the Democratic Party. Only approved

signs were allowed, all speeches were

censored, no "subversives" were allowed

to speak John Lewis, then a militant civil

rights activist, was pressured into delet-

ing a statement from his speech that the

"party of Kennedy is the party of (Missis-

sippi segregationist Senator! Eastland."

The Fight for Black Freedom

The mass civil rights battles shook the

bourgeois order in the U.S. In response,

the capitalist rulers dismantled Jim Crow
segregation in the South and granted for-

mal legal equality. But this did not open

a new period of black equality and ad-

vancement. Black oppression is rooted

m the foundations of American capital-

ism. The hellish conditions of ghetto

life—the chronic mass unemployment,

decrepit housing and schools, racist cop

brutality—could not and cannot be over-

come by a new civil rights bill. Some 40

years after the March on Washington,

conditions for the majority of the black

population in this country are. by every

index, even worse.

From the podium on August 26, Hai-

tian immigrant Abner Louima. the victim

The question of building a party that rep-

resents the interests of black people is a

central and urgent task in the fight for

the liberation of the working class and

all the oppressed from a system rooted in

exploitation and racial oppression. As we

wrote m response to Sharpton’s efforts to

try to channel the mass protests against

the cop killing of Amadou Diallo into

support for the Democrats:

“That black people vote for a party that

has done more to increase the misery ot

the ghetto masses and augment the pow-
ers of racist slate repression than even
its Republican predecessors reflects

the absence of a political party that fights

for them. Black people are in their

overwhelming majority working peo-

ple. They need a parly that fights for

(heir interests, against strikebreaking and
racist terror, against ever more grinding

exploitation and poverty and all-sided

oppression— not a party that makes
empty promises once every four years

come election time, but a party that

mobilizes labor/black power in the facto-

ries and on the streets. They need a party

that understands that the fight against

racist oppression means a light to get

rid of the capitalist ruling class which
foments racism to divide the working
class and maintain its profits and class

rule. They need a party based on the

.
Jonathan Lipkin/lmpact Visuals

Al Sharpton stumping for Hillary Clinton’s Senate campaign. NYC cops brutalize black youth as Democrats and
Republicans wage war on the poor.

Fake Left Pushes Democratic
“Lesser Evil”

In contrast, several self-avowed

“socialist” and "revolutionary” organiza-

tions came to the August 26 rally to

gather under the Democratic Party tent,

including the Socialist Workers Party

(SWP), which is nominally running its

own presidential candidate, James Har-
ris. The SWP’s claim to stand for the

political independence of the working
class from the capitalist parties was
belied by its uncritical efforts in build-

ing the Democrats’ rally. A statement

issued by Harris ludicrously claimed that

the Sharpton-led demonstration pointed
"in the opposite direction from what
the capitalist rulers and the Democratic
and Republican parties are driving us
toward" (Militant , 1 I September)!

In recent months, the reformist Interna-

leaflet captured PL’s trademark mix of

"revolutionary” rhetoric and liberal poli-

tics. PL uncritically hailed the 1963

march, declaring: “Over 500,000 com-
munists and non-communists in the

Civil Rights Movement held a march...

to declare a final offensive to abolish

legalized segregation (Jim Crow-based
capitalism).”

The 1963 March on Washington was
originally planned to put pressure on John
F. Kennedy’s Democratic Party adminis-

tration to stop its foot-dragging on the

Civil Rights Act. It was supposed to pass

in front of the White House. Kennedy got

wind of this and called in the "respect-

able” black civil rights leaders, headed by
Martin Luther King, and read them the

riot act. Orchestrated from the White
House, the march became a giant liberal

prayer fest to channel the masses back

of depraved sexual torture by the NYPD,
and the parents of Amadou Diallo, who
was gunned down in a hail of 41 bullets

by New York cops, gave powerful and bit-

ter testimony to the rampant cop terror in

the inner cities. But the purpose of Sharp-

ton et al.’s “Redeem the Dream" rally was
not opposition to the racist cops—they

were very clear on that one. Rather it was
to reinforce illusions in the cops’ capital-

ist masters in the White House. On the

eve of the rally. Sharplon met with Attor-

ney General Janet Reno to demand that

the government appoint an "overseer” of
the NYPD and that it withhold funds
from police departments which practice

"racial profiling." But it is this very

administration that has poured millions

into funding the thousands more cops
who are terrorizing the ghettos'

When New York City exploded in pro-

tests over the cop killing of Amadou
Diallo. Sharplon and the black Democrats
rushed in to try to contain them within

capitalist electoral politics, coming up
with a program for police "reform” aimed
at preserving the authority of the strike-

breaking. racist forces of the capitalist

slate. As we wrote in "Beware Demo-
cratic Parly Hustlers—Enemies of Labor.

Blacks” (WV No. 710, 2 April 1999):

"The mass outrage against the cops does
need an organized political expression.

Not one aimed at strengthening the hand
of the Democrats, the political tool of the

very capitalist rulers whose interests the

cops ‘serve and protect,’ but one which
provides a proletarian class axis that can
weld the social power of the multiracial

working class to the anger of the inner

cities through mass labor-centered protest

against cop terror."

In the part of John Lewis’ speech that

was censored at the 1963 march, he
asked: "Where is our party? Where is the

political party that will make it unneces-
sary to have Marches on Washington?”

understanding that the fundamental divi-

sion in this racist society is not by skin
color but between two counterposcd
classes—the small handful who own all

the means of production and the vast

majority who must sell their labor power
in order to survive. That kind of party is a

multiracial revolutionary workers party
"

An example of such a workers party in

action was seen in r^ew York City last

October 23 in the nearly 1 0,000-strong
mobilization— initiated by the Partisan

Defense Committee and heavily built by
the Spartacist League and Labor Black
League—that ran the Klan out of New
York City. Standing on the other side of
the barricades and working overtime to

try to stop this independent mobilization
of the working class were Al Sharpton
and the Democratic Party establishment
who preached "tolerance" for the KKK
lynchers.

The Spartacist League originated in the

period of the civil rights movement and
was shaped in that struggle. In opposition
to both the liberal pacifism of Martin
Luther King and the growing tendencies
toward black nationalist separatism, we
lought for a program of revolutionary
integralionism—the fight for the assimi-
lation ol black people into an egalitarian

socialist society. The road to black free-
dom lies in the struggle to shatter this

racist capitalist system through proletar-
ian revolution. The power to do that lies

m the hands of the multiracial working
class. But that power cannot be realized
unless a class-struggle labor movement
champions the cause of black liberation
and breaks the chains, forged by the labor
bureaucrats and black politicos, that tie

working people and blacks to the parties
ol the capitalist class enemy. The purpose
of the Spartacist League/U.S. is to build
the revolutionary internationalist party
that will lead the struggle for the class
rule ol the proletariat. Black liberation
through socialistrevolution!* *
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Association lor Union Democracy

Lawyers for Government

Union-Busting

At transit workers
rally on December
15, New Directions

enforced injunction

criminalizing

advocacy of strike

action. AUD
sponsors anti-union

court suits by ND.
For more on AUD,
order WV No. 738
from Spartacist
Publishing Co.

NYC Transit...
(continuedfrom page 16)

financial records from Local 100's head-

quarters by "threatening to sue the union

lor violating the Labor-Management Re-

porting and Disclosure Act." The so-

called Landrum-Griffm Act of 1959,

which was initially aimed primarily at

shackling the powerful Teamsters union,

has long been a favored weapon for anti-

union lawsuits by Schwartz's Associa-

tion for Union Democracy (AUD), which

also braintrusts other pro-court "reform"

groups, like the Committee for Real

Change in AFSCME District Council 37

and Teamsters lor a Democratic Union.

Their own recent experience with court

injunctions, let alone gut impulses,

should convince NYC transit workers that

the government’s only interest in med-

dling within the labor movement is to

weaken the unions and reduce their

capacity to struggle. The unified response

of all bourgeois politicians against the

TWU last December underlines yet again

that the capitalist state—its cops, courts

and military—is the executive committee

of the capitalist class as a whole, the

instrument for the suppression of the

working class and oppressed. Yet about

the only "principle" New Directions has

ever held has been to run to the courts and

other agencies of the capitalist stale

against its rivals in the union. The Marx-

ist Spartacist League opposes on princi-

ple any intervention by the bosses’ gov-

ernment into the labor movement. As

we wrote in a recent article on the

AUD (“Lawyers for Government Union-

Busting," WV No. 738, 30 June):

"Bringing ihe courts into the unions is

counterposed to the very purpose of

union democracy: open debate over con-

flicting strategies in order for the work-

ers to select a leadership which will

fight for their class inlerests against

the employers and their state. Self-

proclaimed ‘oppositionists' who take ihe

unions to court are traitors to the work-

ing class who deserve the scorn of every

worker. By their appeals to the bosses’

state, they prove that they are fundamen-
tally no different from the corrupt

bureaucrats they seek to replace. Labor
must clean its own house!”

With the Feds breathing down their

necks, Willie James and seven other top

officials recently agreed to pay back some

$53,000 in credit card charges. James

recently announced that he would not run

for re-election, reportedly turning over

the reins to Manhattan and Bronx bus

(MaBSTOA) VP Gil Rodriguez. Rodri-

guez was so zealous in policing the union

ranks on behalf of the capitalist courts

last December that he even called out the

NYPD to arrest two Workers Vanguard

supporters for distributing an SL leaflet

demanding "Defend Labor’s Right to

Strike! Bust the Union-Busters! Break

with the Democrats—For a Workers

Party!”

NYC transit workers have no choice

in the upcoming union elections. Both

wings of the present bureaucracy argue

for reliance on the politicians and gov-

ernment agencies of the capitalists and

oppose mobilizing transit workers in

class struggle against management,

which is itself a government agency.

While New Directions looks to the Feds’

"anti-corruption" inquisition to boost

it into power, several "old guard" VPs

are pushing a scheme to split Local 100

into separate subway and bus locals in

order to maintain their little fiefdoms

and advance their own careers. From

dragging the union into the capitalist

courts to trying to reverse gains won
through decades of hard-fought organ-

izing struggles, the pro-capitalist union

lops will do anything to hold on to their

petty privileges.

The division of the union into separate

bus and subway locals would be a devas-

tating blow, sapping the power and unity

of this industrial union and paving the

way for one section to scab on the other

in the future. James is also pushing a

scheme to establish a separate division of

the local for the cleaners, the lowest-paid

section of the union. Some cleaners sup-

port this proposal because they have been

treated like second-class citizens by the

union leadership. Nevertheless, such a

move would only weaken the defense of

the cleaners by the union as a whole

against company attacks by isolating

them from the rest of the local, undermin-

ing the principle of industrial unionism.

Aided by the James bureaucracy, Giu-

liani launched a vicious redbaiting witch-

hunt last December against New Direc-

tions as “Marxist” agitators. In fact, like

their patrons in the AUD, the "leftists"

in New Directions—which is hailed by

reformist groups like the International

Socialist Organization and Solidarity

—

are mainly demoralized social democrats

who reject the fight to mobilize the

working class in its own class interests

and those of all the oppressed and

instead promote the lie that the capitalist

state acts (or can be made to act) in the

interests of the working class.

In the February Hell on Wheels, Downs
noted that "trampling on the free speech

rights of transit workers was a bi-partisan

effort" and said that "workers need a

political party of their own," pointing as

a model to the "Labor Party" sham set up

a few years back as a shill for the Demo-

crats. In fact, New Directions is no less

wedded to the capitalist Democrats than

the rest of the AFL-CIO bureaucracy.

When the injunctions came down in

December, ND denounced Republican

Giuliani but did not raise a peep about

Democrat Spitzer or Hillary Clinton's

explicit support for use of the strikebreak-

ing Taylor Law against the union. And
after the 1 8 cleaners were fired, ND coun-

seled (in an April 25 leaflet) reliance on

"a class action suit in Federal court” and

“commitments frorrrseveral elected offi-

cials to hold City Council investigation

and public hearings." ND did nothing to

mobilize union power to defeat the vic-

timizations. ND admits that "for weeks

we bit our tongue and kept silent about

the role 80 West End (Local 100 head-

quarters] was playing.”

The victimization of these largely

minority and women cleaners is part

of the racist and sexist discrimination

wielded by the transit bosses at every

turn. While ND attacks James for his

1 997 sweetheart deal replacing unionized

cleaners by slave-labor “workfare," it

calls only to "stop workfare in transit"

without raising any concrete demands to

WV Photo

NYPD surrounded TWU headquar-
ters on eve of contract deadline as
Republicans and Democrats imposed
strikebreaking court injunctions.

defend these desperately exploited wel-

fare recipients. This amounts to a call to

drive “workfare” workers out onto the

streets. We call for bringing these work-

ers into the union with full union wages

and protections. Likewise, in its pander-

ing to the most backward workers ND will-

fully ignores pervasive anti-immigrant,

anti-woman and anti-gay bigotry in the

workplace.

Many workers read Hell on Wheels

simply because they are starved for any

information about union activities and

company attacks, including recent disci-

plinary atrocities. But what ND didn’t

mention in the May “Discipline Issue" of

Hell on Wheels is that it supports the pres-

ence of transit security guards (company
cops) in Local 100, and naturally seeks

their votes. The courts and cops are at the

core of the capitalist stale, which exists to

maintain the class domination and profit

system of a wealthy ruling minority

against the working class and all the

oppressed. Cops, courts out of the union!

While ND tries to make hay out of

some TWU VP’s hefty bar tabs at an Irish

pub in the Bronx, what’s really corrupt is

the millions siphoned out of union dues

that go into COPE slush funds for the

Democratic Parly. The bosses and their

politicians don’t give a damn about "cor-

ruption’’ so long as the labor bureaucrats

act to enforce “class peace” against a res-

tive membership. On the contrary, the

corruption and heavy-handed bureaucra-

tism which infest the labor movement are

by-products of the very role of the union

officialdom, which is to police the work-

ing class on behalf of the capitalists. And
ND is just as willing to do that job as is

the James leadership. As we wrote in our

AUD article:

"The ‘reformers’ preach ‘democracy’ in

order to get themselves into positions of
power; they oppose ‘corruption’ because
they don't have their own hands on the

treasury yet; they occasionally pay lip

service to ‘militancy’ because they have
not yet had the opportunity to push
through a sellout contract themselves....

“The struggle for union democracy and
the mobilization of labor independently
of and against the capitalists are directly

linked to the forging of a class-struggle

leadership in the unions and the fight for

a revolutionary workers party."*
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Sharpton’s August 26 Washington, D.C. Rally

Black Democrats: Front Men for

Racist Capitalist Rule

4 There Is Nt»Mu ta the taeMtst Courts!

VW Photo

Sharpton-led August 26 protest was aimed at hustling votes for Democratic
Party. We fight for a multiracial workers party to champion cause of all the
oppressed.

As part of their cynical shell game
aimed at rallying the black population to

vote For the Democrats in the November

elections. Former FBI fink Al Sharpton

and his Fellow black Democrats called a

protest against police brutality in com-
memoration oF the 1963 "March on

Washington" at the Lincoln Memorial on

August 26. Among the thousands ol peo-

ple who came out was a retired black

school teacher who carried a placard

reading "We Demand an End to Police

Brutality Now!" It "has yellowed with

age ," he said, explaining that he had car-

ried the same sign at the 1963 march.

In 1963, the liberal leadership oF the

civil rights movement used the March on

Washington to try to contain the anger

and militancy of the many thousands

impelled into the tumultuous battles For

black equality within the confines ol

bourgeois electoral politics, in particular

tying the movement to the Democratic
Party. As Malcolm X, who was scathing

in his indictment oF the 1963 march as

the "Farce on Washington.” wrote:

"In 1963, one of iheir devices to let off

the steam of frustration was ihe march
on Washington.. . In ‘64. what was it?

The civil-rights bill.... What will they
give us in 1965? I just read where they
planned to make a black cabinet mem-
ber. Yes, they have a new gimmick every
year. They're going to take one of their

boys, black boys, and put him in the cab-
inet, so he can walk around Washington
with a cigar— fire on one end and fool

on the other."—"Prospects for Freedom in

1 965,” Malcolm X Speaks ( 1 966)

This year these Fools For the Democratic

Party, the black elected officials, were on
stage trying again to hoodwink the black

masses into seeing the Democrats as

their “friend."

The message on the flyer building for

the August 26 rally
—

“Vote in November
to ensure justice for all!"—was brought

home by a parade of Democratic Party

speakers, from Washington. D.C. mayor
Anthony Williams to Clinton cabinet

member Andrew Cuomo. Michigan Con-
gressman John Conyers declared. "On
November 7, let’s turn this rally into the

political clout that it takes in America to

make change." Recognizing that Gore’s

selection of Joseph Lieberman—a viru-

lent opponent of affirmative action—as

his running male could present a problem

in getting out the vole. Conyers tried to

dress him up as a fighter for black rights,

describing how in 1963 he marched along

with "another young attorney.. .Joseph

Lieberman."

Lieberman was a central architect of

the "New" Democrats’ strategy of appeal-

ing to the while racist vote to get back

into power. Clinton/Gore rode into office

in good part by putting the Democratic

Party forward as the standard-bearer for

racist "law and order." This was symbol-

ized by Clinton’s 1992 campaign, during

which he returned to Arkansas to per-

sonally oversee the execution of a brain-

damaged black man, Ricky Ray Rector.

A Washington Post (27 August) article

titled "Democrats Neutralize GOP’s Edge
on Crime" quotes a former prosecutor’s

statement at the lime: “You can't law-

and-order Clinton. If you can kill Rector,

you can kill anybody.”

At the D.C. rally, Sharpton raised

the case of death row political prisoner

Mumia Abu-Jamal. Mumia was framed
up and sentenced to die precisely because

his eloquent and outspoken opposition to

cop terror and racist oppression repre-

sented what the rulers of this country

fear and loathe, the spectre of black

revolt. We fight for Jamal's freedom as

part of our fight for the abolition of the

racist death penalty But for the Demo-
cratic Party liberals and black politicos

who call for a "new trial" for Jamal, the

continued on page 14

New Directions: Finks for Government Union-Busting

Feds Hands Off NYC Transit Union!
TWU Elections:

No Choice

NEW YORK CITY— In the months
since Transport Workers Union (TWU)
Local 100 was slammed with draconian

injunctions against a threatened strike

last December, the NYC transit bosses

and the capitalist government have con-

tinued to wage nonstop war against this

potential powerhouse of NYC labor

Earlier this year, the company carried

out a mass firing of 18 unionized clean-

ers at the 240th Street shop, and then

ransacked the office of the union rep

there, who it also tried to fire. Now
Labor Department agents are prying

into the union's internal affairs with the

aim of bringing it directly under the

thumb of the bosses’ government.

The Local 100 bureaucracy under

President Willie James worked hand in

glove with the transit bosses. Mayor
Giuliani and Democratic state attorney

general Spitzer in enforcing their

injunctions, which criminalized not

only striking but even uttering the word
"strike." The New Directions (ND)
“dissidents,” who control several key

divisions in the local and nearly half

the Executive Board, likewise opposed
strike action, cynically talking more
“militant" only after thousands of com-
bative TWU members turned out for

two pre-strike rallies. Even after mass
meetings of thousands on December 14

voted to strike in defiance of Spitzer/

Giuliani's injunctions, ND enforced the

government’s dictates to the letter at a

rally the next day.

Now, in order to further its prospects

against the “old guard" in hotly con-

tested union elections this December,

ND has welcomed the Feds in to inves-

tigate "credit card abuse” by James
and other Local 100 officials. Corine

Scott-Mack, a former ND leader who
defected to the James wing during the

1997 local elections, was briefly fired

from her position as a vice president

after an Executive Board hearing in

May. for allegedly buying a few concert

tickets and treating her staffers to a

meal on the union's American Express
account. Smelling an election year

“scandal." ND clamored for govern-
ment intervention from the get-go.

Local 100 Executive Board member

Steve Downs declared in ND's Hell on
Wheels (May 2000):

"We would prefer that any financial
wrong-doing be cleaned up by the
Executive Board. But, if the James team
refuses to allow the Board open access
to the expense account records, we will
take the matter outside the union."

Another ND official. Conductors and
Tower Operators chairman Mike Car-
rube, told the ChiefLeader (19 May), a
civil service newspaper widely read by
city workers, "We want an outside audit,

by the | Manhattan] District Attorney or
someone else."

A few months later, the Chief-Leader
(18 August) reported that ND presiden-
tial candidate Roger Toussaint and ND
attorney Arthur Schwartz had secured

continued on page 15
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Blair, Jospin: Enforcers of Capitalist Extortion

Fuel Protests Rock Europe
The following article was written for

Workers Vanguard by our comrades of

the Spartucist League/Britain.

LONDON, September 17—A blockade

of oil refineries and depots by protesters

brought Britain to the brink of total shut-

down in a matter of days and gave vent

to the seething anger felt by millions of

people against Tony Blair’s Labour gov-

ernment. The protests were called off as

Blair moved army fuel tankers into posi-

tion to break the blockade. Crucially aid-

ing Blair in this was the Labourite

Trades Union Congress (TUC) bureauc-

racy which, meeting at its annual confer-

ence at the height of the protests, moved
a resolution denouncing the blockades

as “a crude attempt to hold the country

to ransom.” The protesters have given

the government 60 days to meet their

demand for lower fuel prices and. while

the petrol tankers have started rolling

again, Labour’s crisis is far from over.

The effects of the blockade will be felt

for weeks, while the hatred toward the

arrogant Blair government remains.

Protests in Britain followed closely

on similar blockades by French truckers

and farmers; protests have since erupted

throughout Europe and continue to spread

from Ireland to Germany and Poland.

These actions are hugely popular expres-

sions of opposition to the social-demo-

cratic administrations of Blair, France's

Jospin and Germany’s Schroder which, as

capitalist governments, seek to jack up

the bosses’ bloated profits through devas-

tating attacks on the livelihoods of the

working people, dismantling welfare pro-

grammes and grinding down the poor.

Exorbitant taxes on items such as petrol

and diesel fuel are regressive taxes which
hit poor and working people hardest. In

“rip-off Britain,” fuel prices are higher

than anywhere else in Europe. Taxes and

duties make up 76 per cent of the price of

unleaded petrol, which costs around 80
pence a litre ($4.37 a gallon]. In the past

18 months alone, the cost of petrol has

risen by 1 8 pence a litre. The cost of pub-

lic transport is astronomical, as is the cost

of running a car. In an industrial society,

cars are not a luxury but are essential for

vast numbers of workers to get to work.

The blockades were initiated and led

by farmers organisations and road haul-

age companies—small and medium-sized

capitalist companies, often employers

in their own right—who are driven by

the need to compete with their rivals

in other countries, particularly within

the European Union. The protests also

enjoyed tacit support from the giant oil

corporations, at least at first. While the

forces leading this revolt were for the

most part petty-bourgeois, the issue at

stake—cheaper fuel prices—is clearly in

the interests of the working class, as was
reflected in the overwhelming support

for the protests among the population as

a whole.

The attitude of Marxists to such petty-

bourgeois mobilizations is based upon the

target of the protests and the nature of the

demands raised: do they further the inter-

ests of the proletariat? In this case, the

protests were clearly aimed at the Blair

government and indeed the demand is one
supportable from a proletarian stand-

point. Because of their position in society

between the two classes with social

power—the capitalists and the working
class—groups like the farmers and haul-

iers will swing widely in their orientation,

sometimes militantly protesting along-

side the workers and sometimes becoming
the recruiting grounds for the fascists.

A revolutionary leadership of the

workers movement must seek to take the

lead of protests such as these in order to

direct them clearly against the real cul-

prit: capitalism and the Labour govern-

ment which administers it. The fuel cri-

sis is the most acute social crisis Britain

has seen since the great miners strike of

1984-85. It has starkly illustrated the

venal nature not only of Labour but par-

ticularly of the trade-union bureaucracy,

which acted as Blair’s partners in crime

and played a decisive role in saving the

government’s hide.

A tanker drivers strike would trans-

form the protests into a mighty class

struggle against the Labour government.

It could appeal to rail and all transport

workers to strike the railways and the

privatised public transport system which

is equally hated. Such a mobilisation by

the union membership requires impla-

cable opposition to the pro-capitalist

trade-union bureaucracy. While the oil

blockade used militant tactics, and gen-

tleman farmers were heard to repeat the

fashionable phrase “direct action works,”

Truckers block road at German-Belgian
border, September 13. Protests against
high fuel prices have paralyzed Britain

and other European countries.

the fundamental question is one of polit-

ical programme and leadership. Forging a

revolutionary proletarian party as the nec-

essary instrument to lead the working

class in struggle, committed to nothing

less than victorious workers revolution

against the whole rotting capitalist

system, is the urgent task posed. It is such

a party that we in the Spartacist League/

Britain seek to build.

Tony Blair, having been chased around

Yorkshire by angry protesters, summoned
oil bosses and police chiefs to Downing
Street, reportedly demanded they get

tough with the protesters and declared on

national television that within 24 hours

the oil tankers would be back on the

roads. In order for Blair’s boast to

become a reality, unionised tanker drivers

had to drive the tankers out and break the

blockade which they had supported until

then. Enter the trade-union bureaucrats,

whose slavish loyalty to “their" anti-

working-class Labour government and

the bourgeois order it upholds knows no

bounds. Initially, many drivers refused to

move oil except for emergency supplies.

But the bureaucracy of the Transport and

General Workers Union (TGWU) scan-

dalously instructed their members to

bring the oil out. A TGWU press release

issued 12 September, the same day as

Blair’s ultimatum, said: "The Union
which represents tanker drivers urged its

members to continue working as long as

it was safe to do so,” adding “We urge the

protesters to remove the blockades and

allow our members to resume deliveries."

TGWU general secretary Bill Morris

egged on the cops, saying “If they are

breaking the law, the protesters should be

arrested” (Guardian ,
13 September).

According to a report in the Sunday
Telegraph (17 September): “While Mr
Blair pondered sending in the troops,

(finance minister] Mr [Gordon] Brown
continued on page II
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Victory to L.A. Transit Strike!

LOS ANGELES, September 18—For the

past three days, a solid strike by 4,300 bus

drivers and train operators has shut down

the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit

Authority (MTA). The heavily black and

Latino strikers are members of the United

Transportation Union (UTU). The union

has refused to give in to the MTA's de-

mand to switch 400 drivers to a four-day

workweek, forcing them to be on the job

for 13 hours a day at ten hours* pay. This

would mean a pay cut of at least 15 per-

cent for many drivers, and the increased

hours, stress and fatigue are a recipe for

killing both workers and riders.

While L.A. still relies heavily on cars,

with the transit system expanding the

potential power of the transit workers

has increased. On its first weekday

today, the strike has shut down service

for 450,000 riders. Amalgamated Transit

Union (ATU) mechanics and Transporta-

tion Communications International Union

clerks, who are also without a contract,

are walking the UTU picket lines carry-

ing handmade signs in solidarity with the

strike. Teamsters members are refusing

to drive the extra buses set up by the sub-

urban Metrolink light-rail system to

shuttle passengers from Union Station

to other parts of the city, stymying the

bosses’ strikebreaking scheme.

All the MTA unions are targeted by

a union-busting plan long pushed by

Republican mayor Richard Riordan,

MTA chief Julian Burke and Democrats

on the MTA board like Zev Yaroslavsky to

create “regional transportation zones”

under so-called “local control." Their

model is the Foothill Transit zone, spun

off in 1987, which contracts out to private

bus companies with low pay and few ben-

efits. This was the core issue in an eight-

day ATU strike six years ago, but the

union tops caved in to MTA demands to

allow privatization of bus lines through

TROTSKY LENIN

Bourgeois “Democracy”:

Mask for Dictatorship of Capital

From the day the Bolshevik-led proletar-

iat in Russia seized power in the Octo-

ber Revolution of 1917, social democrats

inveighed against the proletarian dictator-

ship in the name of ‘‘democracy.’’ Polemiciz-

ing against Social Democrats Karl Kautsky

and Philipp Scheidemann, a leading mem-

ber of the German imperialist government,

Bolshevik leader V. I. Lenin exposed the

hypocrisy of capitalist democracy as a cover

for brutal exploitation and oppression. In smashing the rule of the capitalists

and landlords in Russia and establishing the rule of workers councils (soviets), prole-

tarian democracy, the October Revolution served as a beacon to the working masses

internationally.

The Scheidemanns and Kautskys speak about “pure democracy" and “democracy” in

general for the purpose of deceiving the people and concealing from them the bourgeois

character of present-day democracy. Let the bourgeoisie continue to keep the entire

apparatus of state power in their hands, let a handful of exploiters continue to use the

former, bourgeois, state machine! Elections held in such circumstances are lauded

by the bourgeoisie, for very good reasons, as being “free,” “equal,” "democratic” and

“universal.” These words are designed to conceal the truth, to conceal the fact that the

means of production and political power remain in the hands of the exploiters, and that

therefore real freedom and real equality for the exploited, that is, tor the vast majority

of the population, are out of the question. It is profitable and indispensable for the

bourgeoisie to conceal from the people the bourgeois character of modem democracy,

to picture it as democracy in general or "pure democracy,” and the Scheidemanns and

the Kautskys. repeating this, in practice abandon the standpoint of the proletariat and

side with the bourgeoisie....

This is tantamount to trampling on the basic truths of Marxism which has taught the

workers: you must lake advantage of bourgeois democracy which, compared with feu-

dalism, represents a great historical advance, but not for one minute must you forget the

bourgeois character of this “democracy,” its historically conditional and limited charac-

ter. Never share the “superstitious belief* in the “state” and never forget that the state

even in the most democratic republic, and not only in a monarchy, is simply a machine

for the suppression of one class by another....

The dictatorship of the proletariat alone can emancipate humanity from the oppres-

sion of capital, from the lies, falsehood and hypocrisy of bourgeois democracy

—

democracy for the rich—and establish democracy for the poor, that is, make the bless-

ings of democracy really accessible to the workers and poor peasants, whereas now

(even in the most democratic

—

bourgeois—republic) the blessings of democracy are, in

fact, inaccessible to the vast majority of working people.

—V I. Lenin, “‘Democracy’ and Dictatorship” (December 1918)
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L.A. transit strikers

have won wide
support from

working people
and minorities.

contracting out and the creation of a divi-

sive “two-tier” wage system. In 1997, the

UTU leadership likewise agreed to the

imposition of a “two-tier” scheme under

which hundreds of part-time drivers have

been hired for as little as $8 an hour,

undercutting one of the few decent union

jobs available to blacks and Latinos in

the city.

The city’s rulers have tried to pit the

largely poor and minority MTA ridership

against the strikers. The Los Angeles

Times (18 September) cynically reported

that "particularly hard hit were immi-

grants and the poor." Black Demo-

crat Yvonne Brathwaite Burke, an L.A.

County supervisor and MTA board chair-

man. demanded that the strikers “stop

holding our city’s poor and middle-class

residents hostage.” But like the janitors

strike by the heavily immigrant SEIU
Local 1877 last spring, the transit strike

is widely popular. The low-wage Latino,

immigrant and black workers, students

and the elderly who rely on the MTA face

grinding poverty and racist oppression

and look to the integrated transit unions as

an organized, powerful force against the

city establishment which has historically

kept L.A. an “open shop” town. A Los

Angeles Times (16 September) headline

acknowledged, “Bus Riders Share a Bond

With Drivers." One nursing student said,

“I don’t know much about the strike, but

I know people are overworked in Amer-

ica. If I was a driver, I would be on strike
”

The fabulous profits being raked in by

the capitalists in the much-touted "new

economy” are the result of enormous

speedup and forced overtime and wage-

slashing through “multi-tier” pay scales

and increasing use of low-paid part-

timers. These issues have repeatedly

fueled strikes in the last few years, from

the UPS Teamsters in 1997 to GM Flint

in ’98 and Verizon phone workers this

summer. “A backlash is building against

the new economy’s voracious appetite

for Americans’ time," reports a New York

Times (17 September) article headlined

“Overtime Rises, Making Fatigue a

Labor Issue.” The article notes: “From

1886, when a potent eight-hour move-

ment exploded in street violence in the

Chicago Haymarket, it took 52 years for

American society to agree on a 40-hour

workweek with the passage of the Fair

Labor Standards Act in 1938. But now.

the strains that the booming economy is

putting on workers, especially women,

are reopening the debate."

While the capitalists refuse to hire new

workers at union wages and full benefits,

the sharp drop in real wages in the last 20

years has forced many older workers to

grab all the overtime they can get. What

is necessary is a fight for a sliding scale of

wages and hours—an automatic increase

in wages to keep up with increases in the

continued on page 1
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Defend China Against Imperialism and Capitalist Counterrevolution!

Trotskyism vs. Maoism in China
For Workers Political Revolution to Oust Stalinist Bureaucracy!

Saturday, October 7, 3 p.m.

CHICAGO

For more information and location:

(312) 454-4930

Down With the Republicans and Democrats, Partner Parties of Racist

American Capitalism! For a Workers Party! For a Socialist America!

Elections 2000 in Racist America
Nader—-Protectionist, China-Basher, Union-Buster!

Friday, September 29, 4 p.m.

MINNEAPOLIS

Folwell Hall, Rm. 50, Univ. of Minnesota

9 Pleasant St., S.E.

For information: (312) 454-4930

Down With National Chauvinism! For Quebec Independence!

Quebec—Thirty Years After the “October Crisis”

Saturday, September 30, 7:30 p.m.

TORONTO
Trinity-St. Paul’s Centre

427 Bloor street West (near Spadina)

For more information: (416) 593-4138

The Main Enemy Is at Home!

Beware the Fraud of “Human Rights” Imperialism

Saturday, September 30, 3 p.m.

VANCOUVER
Britannia Community Centre, Room L4
1661 Napier Street (off Commercial Drive)

For more information: (604) 687-0353
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Young Spartacus

Why I Broke from the YSA

and Joined the SYC
We print below a letter to Young Spar-

tacus by Lital S., a Spartacus Youth Club
member in Los Angeles.

When I began attending UCLA in the

fall of 1998. my orientation session

included only one black student out of

three hundred. Such was the initial result

of the repeal of affirmative action, one of

the last remaining gains of the Civil

Rights Movement. Having attended an

urban Los Angeles high school which
mainly consisted of blacks and Latinos, 1

was disgusted that so many of those faces

I had seen growing up were absent at

higher education institutions such as

UCLA. I began to attend protests organ-

ized by the Affirmative Action Coalition

(AAC) which was my initiation into

“family of the left" politics at UCLA. The
AAC was composed of various student

groups whose aims were centered on

pressuring the $300,000-a-year chancel-

lor to stop purging UCLA of minority stu-

dents. One such protest consisted of

about 300 students who took over Mur-

phy Hall and demanded that the chancel-

lor meet with us. The chancellor spewed

platitudes about fostering diversity in the

UC system through funding groups such

as the African Student Union, while re-

fusing to sign a written statement acknowl-

edging the effects of dismantling affir-

mative action. Most of us left in tears,

feeling closer to each other, yet not really

discussing why our politics were ineffec-

tive, why pressuring the chancellor was

bankrupt. We should have been defending

affirmative action but also fighting for

open admissions, free tuition and for the

campuses to be run by those who work

and study there!

After these failed pressure protests, 1

began to become active in the fight to

free death row political prisoner Mumia
Abu-Jamal on campus. This fight took

the shape of the Student Mobilization to

Free Mumia Abu-Jamal, organized by

Students for Socialist Action (now called

Youth for Socialist Action). The coalition

comprised members from various student

groups as well as independents such as

myself. Everyone in the coalition agreed

that Mumia was innocent and that was

the extent of political agreement. In all,

it proved to be more a gathering of social

leftists who enjoyed artwork for Mumia
but who shied away from a serious

understanding of what Mumia repre-

sented and how to fight black oppres-

sion in the United States. Our main focus

was to educate students on Mumia’s case

through forums, video showings of

A Case for Reasonable Doubt, and

organizing carpools for the April 24th

11999) "Millions for Mumia” protest in

San Francisco. Our forums were well

attended, and we organized about 30 stu-

dents to go up to the Bay Area with us

for the protest. The flyers, pins, and ban-

ners all demanded that Mumia receive a

"New Trial Now!"
While 1 had very few illusions in the

capitalist courts. I believed that calling

for a new trial was the only "realistic”

demand. When leafletting. I would appeal

to people that Mumia received an unfair

trial and so wherever one stood on the

political spectrum they could logically

understand the need for a new trial But

calling for a new trial does not exist as a

politically neutral demand. The demand
stifles any real challenge to the state

apparatus, which imprisoned Mumia in

the first place, by placing faith in the cap-

italist courts as though we can pressure

them to be fair. Within a few weeks after

we returned back to UCLA, the coalition

pretty much disintegrated. Those who
remained were Youth for Socialist Action

(YSA) members and a few others such as

myself who were not done with Mumia’s

cause just because the protest was over.

The breakdown of the coalition was a fur-

ther reiteration in my mind of the void

liberalism leaves. Because the mobiliza-

tion was not organized around a greater

understanding of the racist nature of this

capitalist state, it was easy for liberals

involved to flee his case and move on to

other momentary interests.

After going through two cycles of stu-

dent activism 1 was thoroughly disillu-

sioned with pressure politics. I was begin-

ning to understand that many of these

student organizers were not interested in

fundamentally changing society because

that would mean renouncing their oppor-

tunities to have successful professional

careers. It was at that time that I began to

look seriously at Marxism and to under-

stand that it is not students who possess

the social power to change society, but

the working class. I began to work with

Youth for Socialist Action because I had

friendly relations with many of their

members and because they posed as an

alternative. But what I observed at YSA
meetings and forums, which I attended

regularly, was that the YSA was not inter-

ested in educating its members about rev-

olutionary Marxism and how to apply it to

the world today. The organizers of the

YSA did not want to challenge popular

sentiments on campus for fear that they

would isolate themselves, so they capitu-

lated to them instead. Such capitulation

look the form that I had witnessed with

the Mumia coalition, where instead of

educating people on winning Mumia’s
freedom, they choose to push the call

for a new trial. It was not a coincidence

that the new trial slogan was not only

posed by the Mumia coalition but also

by Socialist Action, even though YSA
claimed that the two organizations were

separate. My experience with the YSA
soon proved that I had not escaped the

bankruptcy of reformism but had rather

plunged myself into its most disturbing

form, liberals with socialist pretensions.

There are a few members of the YSA
who want to call themselves revolution-

aries. something that is hard to do when
the YSA’s 10-point program does not

call for a revolution once. They like to

call themselves Trotskyists when rto one

is looking, yet at meetings or forums

Trotsky’s name is rarely mentioned. The
YSA has no need to politically oppose

any anti-Marxist petty-bourgeois ideol-

ogy (e.g., environmentalism, feminism)

because they have already incorporated it

inti) their own program!

Another example is black national-

ism, which Socialist Action staunchly

supports. In a December 1995 article giv-

ing acclaim to Louis Farrakhan’s pro-

capitalist Million Man March. Socialist

Action justified its support to black

nationalism by claiming that “the right to

choose the road to freedom belongs to the

oppressed nationality and to no one else.

Class unity cannot be imposed on Black

workers.” Socialist Action does not have

a program for black liberation so they

adapt to the nationalists whose program

is not only utopian but also reactionary

and divisive. Being both Jewish and a

woman, black nationalism as represented

today by the likes of Farrakhan for obvi-

ous reasons did not sit well with me. I

understood that black oppression is the

foundation of U.S. capitalism and that

black liberation is completely tied to the

struggle for socialism. It is not difficult to

observe that racial oppression is endemic

to capitalism, that those who live in the

ghettos of Los Angeles are predominantly

black and Latino.

It must further be noted that the his-

tory of black struggle in the U.S. has

continued on page 7
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What the upheaval in

the Soviet Union means

Der Spiegel

While supposedly “Trotskyist" Socialist Action hailed "democratic" capitalist counterrevolution in Soviet Union, joining
reactionaries and clericalists/monarchists (above, Orthodox priest on Yeltsin’s barricades) in pushing for destruction of
workers state, Trotskyist ICL fought against capitalist restoration. Our placard and banner (below) at 7 November 1991 anti-

Yeltsin Revolution Day demonstration in Moscow calls to “Return to the Road of Lenin and Trotsky”; ICL statement “Soviet
Workers: Defeat Yeltsin-Bush Counterrevolution!” was mass distributed in the USSR.
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“Marxist Politics or

Unprincipled

Combinationism?”

Just Out from Prometheus Research Library

The Prometheus Research Library, archival and

research facility of the Spartacist League/U.S., has just

published the fifth in its Prometheus Research Series

of historical bulletins reprinting key documents of the

Marxist movement. PRS No. 5 reprints a document by

Max Shachtman titled “Marxist Politics or Unprincipled

Combinationism?” which was originally published in Feb-

ruary 1936 in the Internal Bulletin of the Workers Party

of the United States (WPUS). the American Trotskyist

organization at the time. Shachtman’s document, written

when he was a close collaborator of Trotskyist leader

James P. Cannon, is an excellent presentation of Lenin-

ist methods of internal party struggle, illuminated

through the political disputes which were then roiling the

American Trotskyist movement. PRS No. 5 also includes

an introduction by the PRL and a previously unavailable

August 1935 report by Cannon on the internal situation

in the WPUS as well as an objection to this report writ-

ten by Albert Glotzer.

The 1930s were a time of tumultuous social struggles

and political turmoil in the U.S. and internationally, pos-

ing opportunities for the building of a revolutionary

workers party. The WPUS was formed in December

1934 through a fusion of the Trotskyist Communist

League of America (CLA) and a leftward-moving cen-

trist organization led by A. J. Muste called the American

Workers Party (AWP). When Shachtman wrote his docu-

ment, the Trotskyists were about to enter into the Social-

ist Party (SP) in order to win over its growing left wing.

Shachtman’s document deals with the internal political

battle within the CLA against those who obstructed

fusion with the AWP and then went on within the

WPUS to obstruct or oppose entry into the SP.

This factional battle pitted a Leninist core around

Cannon and Shachtman against an ultraleft grouping led

by Hugo Oehler and a rightist clique grouped around

Martin Abem, Jack Weber and Glotzer. The document

was written after Oehler and his supporters were ex-

pelled in late 1935 for repeated, flagrant violations of

Prometheus Research Series 5

Marxist Politics or
Unprincipled Combinationism?

internal Problems of the
Workers Party

by Max Shachtman

Reprinted from Internal Bulletin No 3. February 1936
of the Workers Party of the United States

With Introduction and Appendices

party discipline. Shachtman aimed most of his fire at the

poisonous personalism which had led the Abern-Wcber-

Glotzer group to obstruct the necessary fight against

Oehler, noting that the basis of this group was "that of

an unprincipled personal combination, of a clique that

refuses to live down ancient and completely outlived

personal and factional animosities.”

Shachtman had intimate personal knowledge of the

origins and methods of the Abern-Weber clique. In the

early CLA, Shachtman had been the leader of a group of

young cadre that included Abern, Glotzer and Maurice

Spector. This group had counterposed itself to the older,

more experienced worker militants around Cannon in a

vicious internal struggle which threatened to tear the

CLA apart. With no principled and program-

matic issues in dispute. Trotsky intervened in

the spring of 1933 to put a stop to the polar-

ization. Shachtman subsequently went over

to collaboration with Cannon in pursuing the

opportunities posed by the AWP and the

growing SP left wing. But. as Shachtman

admits toward the end of his document, the

core of his former faction, still animated by

personal animosity to Cannon, continued to

exist. The Abem clique was the Shachtman-

ites... without Shachtman.

While providing one of the only detailed

accounts by a participant of the internal fac-

tional struggles in the later CLA and the WPUS.
Shachtman’s document transcends the confines of the

particular controversies that occurred over 60 years ago.

It is a manual of internal party struggle, as cogent and

instructive today as when it was written. Shachtman’s

goal, as he noted in introducing his document, was to

train the members of the Workers Party, particularly the

many young members who had recently been recruited:

“The youlh musl be trained in the spirit of revolulionary

Marxism, of principled politics. Through its bloodstream

must run a powerful resistance to the poison of clique pol-

itics. of subjectivism, of personal combinationism. of

intrigue, of gossip It must Icam to cut through all superfi-

cialities and reach down to the essence of every problem.

It must leam to think politically, to be guided exclusively

by political considerations, to argue out problems with

themselves and with others on the basis of pnnciples and

to act always from motives of principle."

Cannon’s Tradition, Not Shachtman's

This document does not represent the political posi-

tions or methodology attributable to the later political

current that bears Shachtman’s name. Shachtmanism

is correctly characterized by his renegacy—his flight

from Trotskyism in 1939-40 when on the eve of World

War IL under the influence of the petty-bourgeois anti-

Left to right:

Martin Abern,
James Cannon,
Max Shachtman.
Shachtman’s
document exposed
and combatted
Abern's unprincipled
combinationism
against “Cannon
regime” as obstacle to

forging revolutionary

workers party.

Communist hysteria which greeted the August 1 939 Hitler-

Stalin pact, he abandoned the program of unconditional

military defense of the Soviet Union against imperialism

and capitalist counterrevolution. In this, Shachtman look

his lead from the bourgeois pedant and New York Uni-

versity professor James Burnham, a former leader of the

AWP who was won to revolutionary Trotskyism in the

course of the fight in the WPUS. By 1939, Burnham

denied the Trotskyist understanding that the Soviet

Union remained a bureaucratically degenerated workers

state, i.e., one based on proletarian (collectivized) prop-

erty forms despite the political counterrevolution in

1924 which usurped political power from the working

class. Shachtman claimed to be agnostic on the class

Get your copy now! Eighty-four pages,

postage). Order from/pay to: Spartacist

Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116.

$6.00 (includes
Publishing Co.,

nature of the Soviet slate. But he still united with Burn-

ham. Shachtman thus repudiated the organizational prin-

ciples he outlines in "Marxist Politics or Unprincipled

Combinationism?” He reunited as well with his former

factional partners in the Abern clique, who claimed to

defend the USSR, opposing only Cannon’s “organiza-

tional methods."

The struggle against this petty-bourgeois opposition

—the last faction tight waged by Trotsky before his

assassination in 1940—is documented in Trotsky’s In

Defense of Marxism and Cannon’s The Struggle for a

Proletarian Party. In his October 1939 “Speech on the

Russian Question," reprinted in the latter book. Cannon

declared:

“The Russian question is no literary exercise to be taken

up or cast aside according to the mood of the moment.

The Russian question has been and remains the question

of the revolution The Russian Bolsheviks on November

7. 1917, once and for all, took the question of the

workers’ revolution out of the realm of abstraction and

gave it flesh and blood reality.”

In May 1940, Shachtman-Bumham-Abem split from

the Trotskyist movement to form the Workers Party,

which Burnham abandoned almost immediately to

become an open bourgeois anti-Communist. Shacht-

man’s Workers Party—not to be confused with the ear-

lier WPUS—soon joined Burnham in proclaiming the

Soviet Union a new form of class society. But they still

claimed to be Trotskyist and even to support the Fourth

International until 1948. Under the impact of the renewed

anti-Communist hysteria of the Cold War, the Shacht-

manites moved rapidly to the right, ultimately liquidat-

ing into the Socialist Party-Social Democratic Federation

in 1958. Backing the 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba

and the vicious, losing imperialist war against the Viet-

namese social revolution. Shachtman ended his days in

the right wing of the Democratic Party.

Notwithstanding Shachtman’s later evolution, this

document is a major contribution to the arsenal of those

seeking to build an international vanguard party in the

Leninist tradition. As the PRL's Introduction to PRS No.

5 states:

"Unlike the Stalinists, we do not disappear people from

history and we do not denigrate the contributions made by

renegades when they were still guided by Marxism and

were active proponents of the workers’ struggle against

capitalism. Rather, we follow the example of Lenin, who
continued to urge his followers to study the early works

of Plekhanov despite his social-patriotism during World

War I and his opposition to the October Revolution In

earlier years, it was Plekhanov who not only translated

Marx's works into Russian but actively recruited a new
generation to Marxism; one of those was Lenin. Shachl-

man's document was written during the period when he

collaborated closely with Cannon and Trotsky, and it

belongs in our tradition."

It is not Shachtman the Trotskyist leader, but Shacht-

man the renegade who is today embraced by a host of

fake leftists who likewise repudiated Soviet-defensism

and capitulated to their “own" bourgeoisie during the

Cold War II offensive which culminated in the destruc*
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lion of the Soviet Union in 1991-92. Thus "Marxist Pol-

itics or Unprincipled Combinationism?” does not appear
at all in the lengthy tome of reprints of Shachtmanite
articles produced in Britain by Labourite social-patriot

Sean Matgamna, The Fate of the Russian Revolution:
Lost Texts of Critical Marxism. Volume I (see "The
Bankruptcy of ‘New Class’ Theories—Tony Cliff and
Max Shachlman: Pro-Imperialist Accomplices of Coun-
terrevolution." Spartacist [English-language edition]

No. 55. Autumn 1999). Nor does Shachtman’s docu-
ment get even a passing mention in Peter Drucker’s
1994 biography, Max Shachlman and His Left.

The Early American Trotskyist Movement
The American Trotskyist movement was born in

October 1928, when Cannon, Shachlman and Abern
were expelled from the Workers (Communist) Party

(CP) for Trotskyism. As a delegate to the Sixth Con-
gress of the Communist International (Cl) earlier that

year. Cannon had received a partial copy of Leon
Trotsky's “Critique of the Draft Program of the Commu-
nist International," later published in The Third Interna-

tional After Lenin. Thoroughly convinced by Trotsky’s

trenchant exposure of the Comintern’s abandonment of a

revolutionary perspective, Cannon returned home to

organize for the Trotskyist opposition. The CLA, which
became the U.S. section of the International Left Oppo-
sition (ILO), was founded in May 1929 by Cannon and
some 100 of his former factional supporters in the CP,

most of whom had been expelled simply for questioning

the propriety of his expulsion.

The ILO considered itself an expelled faction of the

Comintern—fighting to return the Cl to the program and
practice that had animated it during its first four years

of existence—until 1933. That year. Hitler’s Nazis came
to power in Germany without organized resistance by
the powerful working class. The Social Democracy had
been a prop of the German capitalist order since World
War I. But the German Communist Party—which com-
manded the allegiance of millions of workers—also

allowed Hitler to triumph, and no opposition was raised

within the Comintern to this disastrous course. At that

point. Trotsky called for new communist parties and a

new. Fourth International. The ILO reconstituted itself

as the International Communist League (ICL).

Under the blows of the Great Depression and Hitler’s

rise to power, a number of reformist and centrist cur-

rents were impelled to the left. The ICL sought to effect

a regroupment of revolutionary forces, and the CLA’s
negotiations with the AWP were part of this regroup-

ment effort. A former pacifist and preacher, Muste had

been active in the labor movement since 1919, and
his Conference for Progressive Labor Action, which

became the AWP, had been the most visible force for

“progressive." but generally pro-capitalist, trade-union

activism. But at their convention in late 1933, Muste’s

supporters declared the necessity of building a new rev-

olutionary party, insisting:

"The revolutionary struggle of the masses against the cap-

italist system which more and more depresses their stan-

dard of living, takes various forms.... The primary form
is the economic struggles of the worker and farmer. The
struggle is, however, inspired, coordinated, carried to its

goal of taking power, by the revolutionary political party."

In 1934. the AWP led the Toledo Auto-Lite strike and

the CLA led militant strikes for union recognition by the

Minneapolis Teamsters. These two major union victo-

ries, along with the CP-led San Francisco general strike,

laid the basis for the working-class upsurge that built the

CIO later that decade. Unity negotiations between the

AWP and CLA were propelled by these victories.

The AWP had been moving to the left, but it remained

an extremely heterogeneous organization. As Cannon
described it in his History ofAmerican Trotskyism, “The

membership of the AWP included everything from prole-

tarian revolutionists to reactionary scoundrels and fak-

ers." Besides contending with Oehler’s ultraleft opposi-

tion within the CLA, the CLA leadership had to politi-

cally isolate or at least neutralize the right wing of the

AWP As Cannon explained, “Our political task was to

prevent the Stalinists from swallowing up this move-
ment, and to remove a centrist obstacle from our path by

effecting a unity with the proletarian activists and the

serious people, isolating the frauds and fakers, and dis-

carding the unassimilable elements.”

In Europe, left currents were emerging from within

the reformist social-democratic parties. France was in

the throes of social crisis, with a combative proletariat

on one side and a growing fascist movement on the

other, and workers and youth began flocking into the

social-democratic SFIO. In June 1934, Trotsky proposed

that the French ICL section, the Ligue Communiste.
enter the SFIO in order to split away its left-wing cur-

rents and win them to Bolshevism. Trotsky’s call for

what became known as the "French turn" met internal

opposition from various sectarian elements, most of

whom ended up abandoning the ICL. It is not unusual

for a revolutionary party, in a period of sharp political

turn, to generate internal conservative oppositions to

new tasks. In the U.S., Oehler opposed the application

of this Leninist tactic of splits and fusions, arguing that it

represented a liquidation of the vanguard party. Trotsky

responded to such arguments: ‘The League is not yet a

party. It is an embryo, and an embryo needs covering

and nourishment in order to develop.”

The formative years of the International Left Opposi-
tion had been devoted to steeling the cadre of a propa-

ganda group on the basis of Bolshevik principles. Now it

was necessary, as Shachtman explained in his document,
to seize on the outbreak of class struggle to present

these “formerly elaborated principles to the masses in

the form of agitational, day-to-day slogans" and to go
from there to building a party "which can discharge the

responsibilities incumbent upon an organization claim-

ing to defend the daily as well as the historical interests

of the proletariat, which can actually set masses into

motion—in other words, a party of action ."

Even before the fusion with the AWP, the CLA leader-

ship had been probing the emerging left wing in the

American Socialist Party. The CLA’s factional group-

ings had agreed to dissolve with the fusion, but in the

WPUS the Oehlerites continued their agitation against

the "French turn," labeling it as the ICL’s “capitulation"

to social democracy. Entry into the SP was not a fea-

sible tactic for the Trotskyists so long as the right wing
continued to control the SP organization in New York.

However, Cannon and Shachtman insisted that the

WPUS had to pay attention to developments there. They
geared up for an all-out political fight to stop the

Oehlerites from paralyzing the party’s activities.

Meanwhile, the Abern-Weber clique began filling

Muste’s ears with slanders about Cannon’s “organiza-

tional methods," causing Muste to waver in the fight

against Oehler (Muste would eventually oppose the SP
entry, leaving the Trotskyist movement to return to paci-

fist activism.) A worker who had come from the AWP
described his first experience of factional struggle and
the impact of Cannon's intervention at a June 1935

WPUS plenum:
"This Bolshevik method of a free, democratic, organized

factional struggle to settle serious differences over pro-

gram and policy was brand new to us....

"Jim’s speeches gave us our first lesson in the ABCs of
principled Marxist politics as he fairly but mercilessly

dissected the political position of each group in our bloc.

Wc noticed at once that Jim didn’t stoop to petty debater's

points or misrepresent an opponent's position. He stated

each position fully and fairly and answered them squarely

in such a way as to obtain the maximum educational
value for the membership..,.

"For the first time it became apparent to us that each
member of our bloc had different principles and motives

for joining the bloc. Jim put the right name on it—an
unprincipled bloc"

— Essay by Ted Grant in James P. Cannon
As We Knew Him (1976)

The Oehlerites’ position was rejected at a subsequent

plenum in October. A few months later, the SP’s right

wing split away, making a Trotskyist entry an immediate
possibility. "Marxist Politics or Unprincipled Combina-
tionism?” was written on the eve of a March 1 936 WPUS
convention where the Cannon-Shachtman faction finally

obtained a decisive mandate in favor of the “French turn”

as applied to the American SP. After an entry lasting less

than two years, the Trotskyists had doubled in size, hav-

ing acquired the majority of the SP youth and valuable

accretions of trade unionists in the maritime industry In

his History of American Trotskyism. Cannon noted how
the entry had dealt a death blow to the SP: "Since then

the SP has progressively disintegrated until it has virtu-

ally lost any semblance of influence in any puily of the

labor movement."

The Socialist Workers Party was formed in January

1938, and was the Trotskyist party in the U.S. until

the early 1960s, when it departed from the Leninist pro-

gram with its uncritical embrace of Castro in Cuba and

black nationalism in the U.S. This centrist degeneration

culminated in full-blown reformism in 1965, when the

SWP began pushing for a class-collaborationist "anti-

war" strategy in the protests against the Vietnam War.

The Revolutionary Tendency, precursor to the Spartacist

League, arose in the SWP in opposition to the party’s

centrist degeneration and was bureaucratically expelled

by the SWP leadership in 1963.

Tamiment Conference Organizers
Promote “Death of Trotskyism”

For Marxists, historical evaluation is not a religious act

designed to uphold the essential purity of our forebears.

Rather it is an act of critical materialist investigation

designed to aid us in the achievement of our goal: the

establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat around
the world, the first step on the road to a classless,

continued on page 6
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Red Army commander Leon Trotsky addresses
Soviet troops in 1920.
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1934: Trotskyist CLA press reported Toledo
Auto-Lite strike led by A.J. Muste’s AWP (left),
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communist society. The Bolshevik Revolution ot 1917,

the defining event of the 20th century, is our essential ref-

erence point. Trotskyism was forged in the struggle to

defend the gains of the October Revolution—both mate-

rial and ideological—against the Stalinist usurpers who
ultimately destroyed the world’s first workers state. Writ-

ing of his struggle to forge the Fourth International.

Trotsky noted:

“For the sake of clarity I would put it this way Had I not

been present in 1917 in Petersburg, the October Revolu-

tion would still have taken place—on the condition that

Lenin was present and in command . ...

"Thus I cannot speak of the ' indispensability ' of my
work, even about the period from 1917 to 1921. But now
my work is ‘indispensable’ in the full sense of the word.

There is no arrogance in this claim at all. The collapse of

the two Internationals has posed a problem which none of

the leaders of these Internationals is at all equipped to

solve. The vicissitudes of my personal fate have con-

fronted me with this problem and armed me with impor-

tant experience in dealing with it. There is now no one

except me to carry out the mission of arming a new gener-

ation with the revolutionary method over the heads of the

leaders of the Second and Third International.”

— Trotsky's Diary in Exile (1935)

A myriad of deserters from the Trotskyist move-

ment—starting with Trotsky’s great biographer, Isaac

Deutscher—have sought to label the fight in exile

to build an international organization based on the pro-

gram and principles which animated the Russian Revolu-

tion as a quixotic and hopeless venture unworthy of a

man of Trotsky’s intellectual stature. It is precisely the

rejection of Trotsky’s Fight to forge an instrument for the

of the Cannon and Shachtman “traditions."

All three arc supporters of the United Secretariat

(USec) which was led. until his death in 1995, by Ernest

Mandcl. Now Mandel’s heirs, having capitulated to

and increasingly embraced social -democratic anti-

Communism during the anti-Soviet war drive of the

1980s, plan to drop all mention of the Fourth Interna-

tional—or indeed the fight for proletarian revolution

—

from their statutes at their upcoming world congress.

While Wald, Lc Blanc and Drucker all claim to have

discovered "new" reasons to junk the old Trotskyism,

the politics they argue are, in fact, at least a century old:

either a warmed-over version of the Second Inter-

national’s "party of the whole class" or even harking

back to the eclectic political bloc that was the First

International.

Another central speaker will be Pierre Brou6, whose
mammoth biography of Trotsky was tailored for the

neo-Bukharinite intelligentsia which promoted pro-

capitalist “market reforms" in Gorbachev’s USSR in the

1980s (see “Pierre Brou6’s Trotsky—Tailored for Pere-

stroika,” Spartacist (English-language edition) No. 45-

46, Winter 1990-91). Brou6’s Cahiers Leon Trotsky has

lately made a campaign out of defending the opposition

led by Albert Goldman and Felix Morrow which split

from the SWP in 1946. Goldman and Morrow argued

for unity between the SWP and Shachtman’s Workers

Party. They insisted that Cannon was wrong to project

that revolutionary possibilities would open up in Europe

at the end of WW II, arguing instead that the Trotskyists

should emphasize democratic demands.

Proletarian revolution was in the air as WWII ended,

not so much in France where the Resistance movement
had poisoned the air with anti-German nationalism, but

Trotskyists fought
against capitalist

counterrevolution in

USSR and East Europe.
Spartakist banner at

January 1990 East
Berlin demonstration:
"For a Red Germany of
Workers Councils in a

Socialist Europe!"

proletarian seizure of power which unites the “historian”

organizers of the three-day conference, "Explorations in

the History of U.S. Trotskyism.” beginning September
29 at New York University's Tamiment Library. Flyers

for the conference whine that Trotskyism has often been

seen "as sectarian and as idealizing the early Bolshevik

tradition.”

Already in 1995 conference organizer Alan Wald
proclaimed the "end" of American Trotskyism in the

pages of Against the Current, a thesis he elaborated in

Trotskyism in the United States (Humanities Press

(1996)), co-authored with Paul Le Blanc, who is also

co-organizer of the conference. Le Blanc similarly

insists that "an attempt to build a revolutionary socialist

party equivalent to the organizations of the early U.S.

Trotskyists will, in today’s realities in the late 20th

century United States, tend to result in the creation of
yet one more political sect” ( Bulletin In Defense Of
Marxism, May-June 1997). Featured speaker Peter

Drucker infused his utterly superficial biography of
Shachtman with similar views, arguing for the melding

in Italy and Greece. But the capitalists, under the cover

of Allied imperialist occupation and with the crucial

assistance of the Stalinists, succeeded in restabilizing

the tottering bourgeois order. (See the Introduction to

PRS No. 2. “Documents on the ‘Proletarian Military

Policy’,” for more extensive treatment of this issue.) For

Goldman and Morrow, this was empirical confirmation

of their anti-revolutionary perspectives. In jumping to

their defense, Brou6 reveals nothing so much as his pro-

pensity to reduce historical research to the worship of

the accomplished fact.

Brou6 complains that Cannon attacked Goldman and

Morrow as “used up and demoralized militants." But

this was manifestly the case. Morrow became an open

anti-communist soon after leaving the SWP while

Goldman, after a brief sojourn in Shachtman 's WP.
rejoined the Socialist Party. And their supporter. Jan Van
Heijenoort—a former secretary of Trotsky’s who is a

special favorite of Broud’s—later collaborated with the

FBI in order to remain in the U.S.

The superficial quality of the historical research of

RTsKhIDNI

James R Cannon with Red Army soldiers during
Communist International's Sixth Congress, Mos-
cow 1928. Cannon was won to Left Opposition
after reading Trotsky’s suppressed criticism of

draft program of Stalinized Cl.

such "Trotskyists” is the direct result of their rejection

of the Trotskyist purpose. Comparing the value and reli-

ability of Cannon’s recollections of the early American

Communist Party to those of other founding members
who had broken from Marxism, historian Theodore

Draper observed in his 1961 preface to Cannon’s First

Ten Years of American Communism : “For a long time. I

wondered why Jim Cannon’s memory of events in the

Nineteen-Twenties was so superior to that of all the oth-

ers.... Unlike other communist leaders of his genera-

tion, Jim Cannon wanted to remember. This portion of

his life still lives for him because he has not killed it

within himself.”

The publishing program and archival collections of

the Prometheus Research Library exist because we in

the International Communist League seek to be the

active subject of Trotskyist history, not passive com-
mentators. The majority of participants in the Tamiment
conference are at best indifferent to our fight to forge an

instrument for the proletarian seizure of power. None-
theless. our documentary collections are open to revi-

sionist 'Trotskyist historians.” too. It was Stalinism that

brought into the workers movement the pernicious idea

that you couldn’t share the time of day, let alone an old

document, with a political opponent.

A representative of the PRL will be speaking at the

conference. We believe the assiduous attempt to dis-

cover and document historical truth is in the interests of

the proletarian revolution, and hence of all humanity.

We will be speaking in the tradition of Cannon and in

the spirit of the Shachtman who collaborated with him in

the WPUS, the Shachtman who wrote in concluding his

document:
“We have before us a truly breath-taking job: the building

of a powerful Bolshevik party in the citadel of world reac-

tion. But this party will never be built—or if it is built, it

will never stand up in a crisis

—

unless it has as its spinal

column a steel cadre: hard, tough, firm, flexible, tem-
pered. The two are inseparable: a cadre without a party is

a skeleton without flesh or muscle; a party without a

cadre is a mass of gelatine that anybody’s finger can go
through And how else will the Bolshevik cadre be tem-
pered unless, on every occasion, it has hammered into it

more and more of the wisdom we have tried to learn from
the great teachers: a deep respect for principle and a

hatred for cliquism and intrigue, an equally deep regard

for objective judgement of problems and a suspicious
intolerance of subjective and personal considerations, a

political approach to all political problems and a political

solution for them. Now more than ever before are these

indispensable, for the revolutionists function today amid
a veritable sea of corruption and decay of the old move-
ments. the poisonous fumes of which cannot but be felt in

our own ranks unless we constantly counteract them. "

James R Cannon
and the Early Years
of American
Communism
Selected Writings and
Speeches, 1920-1928

Publications of the Prometheus Research Library

Prometheus Research Series
No. 1: Guidelines on the Organizational

Structure of Communist Parties, on the
Methods and Content of Their Work

Complete and accurate English translation of 1921
Comintern Resolution from final German text. Includes,
for the first time in English, the reports on and discus-
sion of the Resolution at the Third Congress. With
introduction by Prometheus Research Library staff.

$6 (includes postage) 94 pages

No. 2: Documents on the
“Proletarian Military Policy”

Includes rare materials from the Trotskyist movement
in the U.S. and Europe during World War II, as well as
an analytical introduction by the International Executive
Committee of the International Communist League
(Fourth Internationalist).

S9 (includes postage) 102 pages

No. 3: In Memoriam, Richard S. Fraser:
An Appreciation and Selection
of His Work

A memorial to comrade Richard S. Fraser (1913-1988),
who pioneered the Trotskyist understanding of black
oppression in the United States, fighting for the per-
spective of revolutionary integration.

$7 (includes postage) 110 pages

No. 4: Yugoslavia, East Europe and the
Fourth International: The Evolution
of Pabloist Liquidationism

Covers the internal discussion within the Fourth Inter-

national over its flawed response to the Yugoslav Rev-
olution and the 1948 Tito-Stalin split and includes rare
documents from the period

$7 (includes postage) 70 pages

Prometheus
Research
Library Book

624 pages, smyth-
sewn binding

Paperback $14.50
ISBN 0-9633828-1-0

New York State

residents add
8.25% sales tax

Shipping and
handling: $3 50

Order from/make checks payable to: Spartacist Publishing Co., Box 1377 GPO, New York. NY 10116
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Young Spartacus

Why I Joined
the SYC...
(continuedfrom page 3)

been towards integration, black national-

ism gaining sway only during extreme
moments of defeat. Full social, eco-

nomic. and political integration of blacks

under capitalism is not possible. The only

solution is the fight for revolutionary inte-

grationism through socialist revolution.

By giving political support to black

nationalism. Socialist Action denies that

the black proletariat composes not only a

strategic component, but also the most
class-conscious and advanced section of

the working class. Thus there is an inher-

ent contradiction between members of the

YSA calling themselves Marxist and at

the same time thinking blacks somehow
fit outside the equation, having a path

separate from the rest of the working

class. SA’s support for black nationalism

represents not only a lack of faith in the

black working class being able to fight for

socialist revolution, but the entire working

class as well.

After coming to such realizations about

their line on black nationalism, I began to

understand why at YSA meetings I was
surrounded by so many petty-bourgeois

students who felt safe because their lib-

eral politics were not being challenged.

Many of these students believed that a

socialist society was inevitable and some-
how developing “gradually" out of capi-

talism. SA calls themselves Leninists,

which one would think would make them
realize that the capitalist state is in place

to keep the working class oppressed and

that only a socialist revolution can smash
the state and lay the basis for socialism.

One only needs to read State and Revolu-

tion to understand why "revolution alone

can 'abolish' the bourgeois state " To say

that socialism will develop gradually is

another way of saying, "I am a reformist.”

It is important to note that the first

point on the YSA’s 10-point program
states that socialism is “the idea of a soci-

ety that puts human needs before profits.”

And they say that unlike "the Stalinists

(sic) countries like China and the former

USSR which were neither democratic or

(sic) socialist, we fight for s (sic) society

that is truly democratic...." Without men-
tioning the word revolution, how are peo-

ple to build such a society? Further, is it

so simple to say that the former USSR
and China were neither “democratic nor

socialist,” without mentioning that the

USSR was, and China continues to be, a

workers state? The Russian Revolution in

October 1917 was the first successful

workers revolution that took Marxism out

of the realm of theory and into practice.

It laid the basis for a planned economy,

with immense gains for the working class

which remained after Stalin’s usurpa-

tion of political power in 1923-24. What
occurred in 1991-92 was a social counter-

revolution led by Yeltsin which resulted

in the current economic misery Russians

are faced with today. China remains a

deformed workers state with a planned

economy that is under constant threat

of imperialist intervention and internal

counterrevolution. When SA disasso-

ciates themselves from workers states

they do so because they do not want to

defend states (hat are unpopular due to

U.S. bourgeois propaganda about these

states. Not militarily defending such

states means supporting counterrevolu-

tion as SA did in Poland with Soli-

darno<d, in the USSR by hailing Yeltsin,

and continuing today by calling for

“class-struggle methods” against trade

with China. What needs to be fought for

is workers political revolution to oust the

Stalinist bureaucrats and establish work-

ers democracy. When a group like SA
calls itself Trotskyist yet does not call

for unconditional military defense of

the deformed workers states of Vietnam.

China and North Korea in their 10-point

program, it is lying. As Leon Trotsky

wrote in In Defense of Marxism
, “The

workers’ state must be taken as it has

emerged from the merciless laboratory of

history and not as it is imagined by a

‘socialist’ professor, reflectively explor-

ing his nose with his finger. It is the duty

of revolutionists to defend every conquest

of the working class even though it may
be distorted by the pressure of hostile

forces. Those who cannot defend old

positions will never conquer new ones."

Furthermore, if you are not actively

defending the gains of the past, you are

supporting defeats of the working class in

the future. Such was the realization 1 had

to make, that my problems with the YSA
were not just a difference of opinion or

“ideas" but the difference between revo-

lution and counterrevolution.

It is important to note that Socialist

Action attempts to pose as a defender of

one deformed workers state, Cuba. The
YSA’s 10-point program states that they

“stand in solidarity with the people of

Cuba and their ongoing revolution." But
it is not too difficult to support a workers

state whose hero, Che Guevara, has

today become an immense commodity
on college campuses and when popular

bands like Rage Against the Machine

display the brave martyr on t-shirts. SA's

fake defense of Cuba boils down to

cheerleading for the Stalinist bureauc-

racy. Castro, like all Stalinists, upholds

the dogma of socialism in one country,

meaning pursuit of “peaceful coexis-

tence” with imperialism, as exemplified

when Castro advised the Nicaraguan

Sandinistas not to expropriate the capi-

talists. SA refuses to call Castro a Stalin-

ist because if they did, their basis for

"defense” would be gone.

Onq must wonder how Socialist Action

can claim solidarity with Cuba when they

supported counterrevolution in the Soviet

Union which meant the drastic cutoff of

trade and crucial economic and military

aid to Cuba. Without this aid the Cuban
Revolution is increasingly endangered.

SA’s position on the collapse of the

Soviet Union is clear in the September
1991 issue of Socialist Action which
declared: "Many stood ready on the bar-

ricades, prepared to battle troops and
tanks in the cause of democracy and a

better life.” Whose barricades? Yeltsin’s.

A better life for whom? For the world’s

imperialists but not for the 75 percent

of the Russian population which now
lives below or barely above subsistence

level and definitely not for Cubans who
are suffering as a result of capitalist

counterrevolution in the Soviet Union.

While SA defends Cuba in words, real

defense requires opposing U.S. imperi-

alism which SA did not do in 1991. SA
instead chose to support U.S. -backed

Yeltsin’s barricades in the name of bour-

geois “democracy” which means counter-

revolution. A revolutionary Trotskyist

organization would have uncondition-

ally militarily defended the Soviet

Union by distributing a class-based

program to Russian workers to defeat

the Yeltsin-Bush counterrevolution. The
only group that did this was the Sparta-

cist League.

I considered myself a socialist not

because I thought it was a good "idea"

but because I wanted to concretely fight

against capitalist oppression. Capitalism
will not gradually fade away, a socialist

society will not all of a sudden appear;

students who want to fight exploitation

need to arm themselves with a working-

class program and mobilize behind the

social power of (he multiracial working

class. When I turned away from the YSA
I did so with the hopes of finding a pro-

gram that was truly revolutionary, that

did not capitulate to liberal conscious-

ness. When I first read James Cannon’s
writings in Notebook of an Agitator on
the Sacco and Vanzetti case I noticed

a disturbing similarity to where we are

today with Mumia Abu-Jamal. Sacco and

Vanzetti were Italian anarchists who in

Massachusetts in 1920 were falsely con-

victed of robbing and killing the paymas-

ter and guard of a shoe company. Their

sentence, which was based on their polit-

ical views, was death by electrocution. In

1927, the movement for freedom for

Sacco and Vanzetti was shifted by "capi-

talistic and ‘liberal’ elements" towards
an emphasis on life imprisonment, in

other words, a living death. At the time

Cannon wrote, "In all this there is noth-

ing new for those who understand the

class struggle and have no illusions

about the possibility of ‘justice’ and ‘fair

play' from the courts and other institu-

tions of the class enemy.” The slogan

then became "Put no faith in capitalist

justice ." Mumia, who was falsely con-

victed of killing a police officer, was also

railroaded to death row for his political

views. The movement today for Mumia’s
freedom is cast in terms of a new trial,

which is being pushed by every fake-

socialist group, and the slogan that is

necessary to counter such reformism is

“There is no justice in the capitalist

courts." The Spartacist League/Spartacus

Youth Clubs are the ones raising this slo-

gan. they are the ones fighting to abolish

the racist death penalty, fighting for free,

quality, integrated public education for

all, and for unconditional military de-

fense of the deformed workers states.

I wanted to be part of a group that

fights to break people’s illusions in capi-
talism. which understands that class con-
sciousness is not spontaneous, but must
be continuously elevated by a vanguard
party. I broke association from the YSA
and joined the Spartacus Youth Club
when I realized that I wanted to help build

a revolutionary, multiracial workers party

that fights for socialist revolution, that

fights for new October Revolutions!*

Spartacus Youth Club Events

BERKELEY
Introduction to Marxism

Tuesdays, 7 p.m.

Next Class: September 26
U.C. Berkeley, 79 Dwinelle Hall

For information and readings:

(510) 839-0851

LOS ANGELES
Meet the Marxists at UCLA
Monday, October 2, 7 p.m.

3517 Ackerman, UCLA
For information: (213) 380-8239

VANCOUVER
Class Series: The Fight for

Revolutionary Marxism
Alternate Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.

October 4; The Slate and Revolution
SUB, Room 21 2A, University of BC

For information and readings:

(604) 687-0353

Visit the ICL Web Site!

ivww. icl-fi.org

BOSTON
Fight for Communism

Saturday, September 23, 1 p.m.
The Greenhouse,

Harvard Science Center

For information and readings:

(617) 666-9453

NEW YORK
Revolutionary Marxism
Alternate Thursdays, 7 p.m.

September 28: The Fight for

Socialist Revolution, Hamilton Hall,

Room 302, Columbia University

For information and readings:

(212) 267-1025

TORONTO
Class Series: The Fight for

Revolutionary Marxism
Alternate Wednesdays, 7 p.m.

October 4: Marxism and the State
International Student Centre
U of T, 33 St. George Street

For information and readings:

(416) 593-4138

THE CAPITALIST' COURTS!

FREE MUMIA
kU-JAMAL!
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San Francisco, 24 April 1999: Spartacist League exposes nature of the
capitalist courts and raises call to free Mumia, while reformists push lie that
the way to free Mumia is through a new trial.
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ICL Statement...

Seattle WTO protests
last fall were politically

dominated by AFL-CIO
bureaucracy's
chauvinism and anti-

communist China-
bashing, with signs
reading: "People First

Not China First.” While
fake lefts hailed “spirit

of Seattle,” Spartacists
denounced circus of

pro-imperialist

protectionism.

(continuedfrom page 12)

the lives of billions of working people in

China, across Asia and around the world

hang in the balance. We fight for the

unconditional military defense of the Chi-

nese workers state against renewed impe-

rialist military machinations and eco-

nomic encroachments. The gains of the

1949 Chinese Revolution are threatened

by the Chinese Stalinists’ market eco-

nomic “reforms,” but these attacks have

also engendered significant proletarian

revolt. A Trotskyist party is necessary to

lead the proletariat to victory through a

workers political revolution to preserve

and extend the gains of the 1949 Chinese

Revolution.

The devastating and worldwide conse-

quences of capitalist counterrevolution

also destroy the anti-Marxist theories of

"state capitalism" espoused by the late

Tony Cliff's International Socialist Ten-

dency and the crackpot and ever-shifting

“theorists" of the League for a Revolu-

tionary Communist International (LRCI,

a/k/a Workers Power) and other rene-

gades from Marxism (see "The Bank-
ruptcy of ‘New Class’ Theories,” Sparta-

cist [English-language edition) No. 55,

Autumn 1999). According to the Cliff-

ites, the triumph of counterrevolution in

the former USSR was merely "a step

sideways" from one form of capitalism

to another. Their rabid Cold War anti-

Sovietism was expressed at the time:

“Communism has collapsed.... It is a

fact that should have every socialist

rejoicing” (Socialist Worker [Britain], 31

August 1991),

Today, the proletariat has been hurled

back, worldwide, and the U.S. imperial-

ists, unhindered by Soviet military might,

now ride roughshod over the planet,

sometimes using the United Nations as a

fig leaf, wrapping global military inter-

ventions in the cloak of "humanitarian-

ism." Rival imperialisms, especially Ger-
many and Japan, no longer constrained by
Cold War anti-Soviet unity, are pursuing

apace their own appetites for control of
world markets and concomitantly project-

ing their military power. These conflicting

national interests led to the breakup of the

WTO talks in Seattle last year. These
interimperialist rivalries outline future

wars; with nuclear weapons, this threat-

ens to extinguish life on the planet.

Thus the task of wresting power from
the capitalist exploiters is more urgent

now than ever. Without revolutionary

theory there can be no revolutionary

movement. Today the basic premises of
authentic Marxism must be motivated
against the false and prevalent misiden-
tification of the collapse of Stalinism
with a failure of communism. Stalinist

rule was not communism but its gro-
tesque perversion. The Stalinist bureauc-
racy, a parasitic caste resting atop the

workers state much like a labor bureauc-
racy sits atop a trade union, arose in the

Soviet workers state under conditions of

economic backwardness and isolation

due to the failure to extend the revolution

to any of the advanced capitalist coun-

tries. The Stalinists claimed they were
going to build “socialism in one coun-
try," an impossibility, as Leon Trotsky

(and before him Marx and Engels)

explained since socialism is necessarily

international in scope. “Socialism in one
country” was a justification for selling

out revolutions internationally to appease

world imperialism. As Trotsky brilliantly

explained in The Revolution Betrayed

(1936), the contradictions of Soviet soci-

ety could not endure forever: "Will the

bureaucrat devour the workers’ state, or

will the working class clean up the

bureaucrat?” That contradiction was
resolved bitterly in the negative.

Marxism vs. Anarchism
and “Globalization”

People who call themselves “anar-

chist" run the gamut from right-wing

petty-bourgeois thugs who hate the work-
ing class and attack communists to sub-

jective revolutionists who solidarize with

the proletariat and genuinely seek the

overthrow of the bourgeoisie. In the latter

case, anarchism's appeal is a healthy

rejection of the parliamentary reformism
of the social democrats, the ex-Stalinists

and the fake leftists who prop up and
maintain the capitalist order. In fact, for

opposing the reformist falsifiers of Marx-
ism, Lenin himself was denounced as an

anarchist. When the Bolshevik leader

arrived in Russia in April 1917 and called

for a workers revolution to bring down
the capitalist Provisional Government,
the Mensheviks denounced Lenin as

“a candidate for... the throne of Bakunin!”

(Sukhanov, The Russian Revolution,

1917: A Personal Record [1984]). (Baku-
nin was the anarchist leader in the First

International.) As Lenin put it in State

and Revolution-. “The opportunists of
modern Social-Democracy accepted the

bourgeois political forms of a parliamen-

tary, democratic state as the limit which
cannot be overstepped; they broke their

foreheads praying before this idol,

denouncing as Anarchism every attempt

to destroy these forms.”

It is not surprising that there is some-
thing of a revival of anarchist beliefs, fer-

tilized by the all-sided bourgeois trium-

phalism that “communism is dead.” The
Russian Revolution redefined the left

internationally and its final undoing is

having a similar impact in reverse. When
the new workers state was in fact a bea-

con of liberation, and at the height of the

international revolutionary upheavals

spurred by the Russian Revolution, the

best of the anarchist and syndicalist mil-

itants (e.g., James P. Cannon. Victor

Serge, Alfred Rosmer) became dedicated

and disciplined fighters for the commu-
nism of Lenin and Trotsky. Before his

later break from Marxism, the anarchist

Serge reviled the social democrats who
led the workers to the imperialist carn-

age of World War One and he traveled

to Soviet Russia to support the new work-
ers state. In the course of struggles

against counterrevolutionary revanch-
ists (which some anarchists criminally

supported). Serge joined the Bolshevik
Party and wrote to his French anarchist

friends motivating communism against

anarchism:

"What is. the Communist Party in a time
of revolution? It is the revolutionary elite,

powerfully organised, disciplined, obey-
ing a consistent direction, marching to-

SPARTACIST LEAGUE/U.S.
Local Directory and Public Offices

National Office: Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116 • (212) 732-7860
Web site: www.icl-fi.org • E-mail address: vanguard@tiac.net

Boston
Box 390840, Central Sta.

Cambridge, MA 02139
(617) 666-9453

Chicago
Box 6441, Main PO
Chicago, IL 60680
(312) 454-4930

Public Office:

Tues. 5-9 p m.
and Sat. 12-3 p.m.
328 S Jefferson St.

Suite 904
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Public Office:

Sat. 2-5 p.m.
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New York
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(212) 267-1025

Public Office:

Tues. 6:30-8:30 p.m.
and Sat. 1-5 p.m.
299 Broadway, Suite 318
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Sat. 1-5 p.m.
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Box 77494
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(415) 395-9520

Public Office:
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564 Market St., Suite 718
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Toronto
Box 7198, Station A
Toronto, ON M5W 1X8
(416) 593-4138

Vancouver
Box 2717, Main PO.
Vancouver, BC V6B 3X2
(604) 687-0353 J

Neville Elder
London, May Day: Labour government of Tony Blair unleashed riot police on
protesters who defaced symbols of British imperialism, arresting nearly 100.
Drop the charges now!
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wards a single clearly defined goal along
the paths traced for it by a scientific doc-
trine. Being such a force, the party is the

product of the necessity, that is the laws
of history itself. That revolutionary elite

which in a time of violence remains
unorganized, undisciplined, without con-
sistent direction and open to variable or

contradictory impulses, is heading for

suicide. No view at odds with this conclu-
sion is possible.”

—La Vie ouvritre, 2 1 March 1 922;
reprinted in The Serge-Trotsky
Papers, Cottcrill. ed. (1994)

The diffuse popularity of “anarchism”

among youth today is itself a reflection of
the retrogression in political conscious-

ness in the new political period which
began with the colossal defeat of capital-

ist counterrevolution in the USSR and
East Europe. At bottom, anarchism is

a form of radical democratic idealism

which appeals to the alleged innate good-
ness of even the most rapacious imperial-

ists to serve humanity. The League of the

Just (which changed its name to the Com-
munist League around the time Karl

Marx joined it in 1847) had as its main
slogan, “All men are brothers.” Observ-
ing that there were some men whose
brother he was not and had no desire to

be, Marx convinced his comrades to

change the slogan to “Workers of all

countries, unite!"

Historically, anarchism has proven
to be a class-collaborationist obstacle to

the liberation of the oppressed. Unit-
ing with the counterrevolutionary White
armies, some anarchists hailed the Kron-
stadt uprising against the Russian Revo-
lution, and Kronstadt remains an anti-

communist touchstone for anarchists

today. During the Spanish Civil War, an-
archists became ministers in the popular-

front government which disarmed and
repressed the armed workers’ struggle

against capitalism, opening the road to

decades of Franco’s dictatorship.

Today the fundamental differences

between revolutionary Marxism and
anarchist liberal idealism can also be seen
in the “globalization" protests. The
notion that large capitalist corporations
have today transcended the nation-state

system and now rule the world through
institutions like the IMF and WTO is

false to the core. “Globalization" is a

present-day version of the notion of
“ultra-imperialism" put forward by the
German Social Democrat Karl Kautsky,
who argued that capitalists in different

countries can resolve their conflicts of
interests through peaceful (even demo-
cratic) means. As we pointed out in our
pamphlet Imperialism, the

"
Global Econ-

omy" and Labor Reformism: "So-called
multinational or transnational firms do
not operate above or independently of
the nation-state system. Rather they are
vitally dependent on their own bourgeois
national slates to protect their invest-
ments abroad from popular opposition
and rival capitalist states. Hence, imperi-
alist states must maintain strong military
forces and a corresponding domestic
industrial base."

Many organizations supporting the
Prague mobilization call for “democratic
control" over the IMF or World Bank in
order to better the conditions for people in
the Global South” (Asia, Africa and
Latin America). The German PDS (Party

WORKERS VANGUARD



of Democratic Socialism) argues that the

work of the IMF and World Bank must

become more transparent and for a genu-

inely international United Nations. We’ve

called these appeals for action on behalf

of the workers and the oppressed by their

direct imperialist overlords and oppres-

sors "human rights imperialism.” Not

only absurd, these appeals to imperialism

to somehow become responsible and

humane are reactionary because they fos-

ter deadly illusions that the dictatorship

of the bourgeoisie in its "democratic”

trappings can somehow be the agent for

social change in the interests of the work-

ers and the oppressed. This lie binds the

exploited to their exploiters and charts a

dead-end road for social struggle.

The notion that a "global" United

Nations could act in the interests of

humanity is a lie which masks the funda-

mental economic mechanisms of capital-

ist imperialism. Imperialism is not a pol-

icy based on “bad ideas" but is integral to

the workings of a system based on private

property, the extraction of profit and the

necessity for capitalism to conquer new

markets. As Lenin explained regarding

the UN’s predecessor, the League of

Nations: "It became plain that the League

of Nations was non-existent, that the alli-

ance of the capitalist powers is sheer

fraud, and that in actual fact it is an alli-

ance of robbers, each trying to snatch

something from the others.... Private

property is robbery, and a state based on

private property is a slate of robbers, who

are fighting for a share of the spoils”

("Speech to Chairmen of the Executive

Committees," 15 October 1920).

The UN’s first intervention (1950-53)

was a “police action" against the North

Korean and Chinese deformed workers

states, slaughtering up to four million

Koreans. A decade later, the murderous

military intervention in the ex-Belgian

Congo was led under UN auspices and

included the killing of left-nationalist

Patrice Lumumba.
At the left end of the anarchist spec-

trum appears an article on the anarchist

“A-Infos Web site” which stands out

among builders of the Prague demonstra-

tion for its sharp opposition to begging

the class enemy to act morally and "can-

cel the Third World debt." They call to

smash the IMF and World Bank and pro-

pose: "Direct demands will be placed not

on the appeasers and Co., but on workers

organizations and their reformist leader-

ships to scrap the IMF-World Bank and to

cancel the trillion-dollar debt—NOW!”
But the world won’t be transformed

through slogans raised at one big demo or

even one big strike, and the reformist

leaderships they call on support capitalist

imperialism. How then do we get from

capitalism to socialism? That's the ques-

tion to which anarchism has no response.

Marxist theory and the model of

Lenin’s Bolsheviks leading the working

class to state power in the October 1917

Russian Revolution is the only revolu-

tionary solution. The workers cannot take

hold of the machinery of the capitalist

state and "reform" it in the interests of the

oppressed. They must fight for power,

smashing the capitalist state and creating

a workers state—a dictatorship of the

proletariat—which will put down the

counterrevolutionary resistance by the

former capitalist rulers. Lenin’s Bolshe-

viks canceled the debt amassed by

the tsar and the Russian bourgeoisie

by taking power and refusing to pay it.

This was part of the Bolsheviks’ revolu-

tionary internationalist perspective—
against appeasement of imperialism, they

Spartacist packet

Marxism vs. Anarchism
From 1 848 to the

Bolshevik Revolution

Seven-part series published

in Young Sparlacus pages of

Workers Vanguard $2

Order from/make checks payable to:

Spartacist Publishing Co.

Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 101 16

fought to extend the Russian October to

world socialist revolution. They under-

stood that socialism could not be built in

one country.

Against the reactionary aspects of

the idealism preached by traditional

anarchists like Proudhon and echoed

today by petty-bourgeois "Greens” that

workers should not aspire to wealth but

live a spartan communal existence, we

Marxists fight for the elimination of scar-

city. for a society where workers enjoy

the fruits of their labor which today are

expropriated by the capitalists. Telling

workers to "tighten their belts” is in fact

the program of the International Mone-

tary Fund and World Bank through star-

vation "austerity" policies inflicted on the

masses of the “Third World.” In the name

of "defending the environment." the

Green parties now in the governing coali-

tions in Germany and France are even

more aggressive in imposing capital-

ist "austerity” than the social demo-

crats. In the face of recent mass protests

against extortionate fuel prices, the

French Greens opposed the concession by

the Socialist prime minister to reduce the

tax on fuel by 15 percent.

In contrast to the anarchist/green im-

pulse to hold back technological advance-

ment and drive down levels of consump-

tion. we Marxists side with Big Bill

Haywood, a leader of the IWW (Indus-

trial Workers of the World, a/k/a the

"Wobblies”). When reproached by a com-

rade for smoking a good cigar, he replied:

"Nothing is too good for the proletariat!"

Marxists recognize that the history of

human progress has been a struggle to

years ago. the child mortality rate in Iraq

was among the world’s lowest and today

it is the highest; a population whose over-

whelming majority was literate and had

access to medical care now is literally

being starved to death by the ongoing

United Nations blockade. So-called "left-

ists" who opposed the devastating air war

against Iraq counterposed UN sanctions

as a "humanitarian" alternative. The ICL

opposed sanctions as an act of war which

has killed more people than the bombs.

The support of the fake left for the bloody

crimes of "human rights imperialism” is

the only explanation for the thundering

silence on these questions in any official

propaganda for “anti-globalization” pro-

tests in Seattle, Washington. D.C. and

Prague. The French LCR openly called

for an imperialist military intervention in

Kosovo under OSCE (Organization for

Security and Cooperation in Europe] or

UN control (Rouge, 1 April 1999). The

LRCI (Workers Power) openly cam-

paigned for the defeat of Serbian forces

by the KLA tools of NATO imperialism,

shared a platform in London with enthu-

siasts for NATO bombing and cheered the

withdrawal of Serbian troops, idiotically

proclaiming “in the aftermath of NATO’s
victory in Kosova, a pre-revolutionary sit-

uation is maturing” (‘The Fight to Over-

throw Milosevic in Serbia.” 1 I August

1999 LRCI statement).

In contrast, the ICL fought everywhere

for military defense of Serbia against

U.S./UN/NATO imperialism without giv-

ing a milligram of political support to the

Serbian chauvinist Milosevic, just as ear-

lier in the Gulf War we fought to mobilize

Der Spiegel

Roma (Gypsy) children in Slovakia. Capitalist counterrevolution has
unleashed pogromist terror against oppressed minorities and immigrants.

master the forces of nature. The develop-

ment of agriculture and domestication of

animals was a successful incursion into

the "natural ecology” of the planet which

created a social surplus, opening a way
forward from the brief and brutal struggle

for daily survival in early human society.

To extend to the impoverished masses of

the “Third World” all the things Western

petty-bourgeois leftists take for granted

—

electricity, schools, clean drinking water

on tap. medicine, public transport, com-
puters— will require a huge leap in indus-

trial and technological capacity. That leap

requires a victorious international revolu-

tion led by a conscious revolutionary van-

guard to render the working class con-

scious of its mission and to break it from

the grip of capitalism’s reformist and

pseudo-revolutionary lackeys.

It is precisely the loyal service of bour-

geois-nationalist “Greens” to the ruling

class that leads them to ignore the great-

est ecological disasters on the planet.

Thus Joschka Fischer, the "Green" for-

eign minister for the Fourth Reich, vocif-

erously backed bombing Serbia. The Bal-

kans are now riddled with depleted

uranium shells; the poisoned water and

destruction of modern industrial and

social infrastructure mean the true death

toll of the Balkans War will be tallied for

years to come. With "Greens" like this,

who needs Dr. Strangelove, I. G. Farben

and Dow Chemical Company?
Likewise, the 1991 Gulf War against

Iraq has destroyed one of the most

advanced societies in the region. Ten

the proletariat for the defeat of imperial-

ism and forthrightly championed the

defense of Iraq (see April 1999 ICL dec-

laration on the Balkans War in Spar-

tacist). Revolutionary internationalists

struggle for the defeat of their “own"

bourgeoisie and the defense of the vic-

tims of imperialist war. The orgy of

social-chauvinism of ostensible leftists is

a direct reflection of their support to the

European governments prosecuting the

Balkans War. Two years earlier, the Brit-

ish SWP [Cliffite Socialist Workers

V Deni and M Chremnykh

Soviet cartoon after 8olshevik Rev-
olution shows Lenin sweeping away
kings, priests, capitalists.

Party] campaigned for and declared itself

"over the moon” for the election of Tony

Blair, who was the biggest NATO hawk

in Europe. While posturing to the left in

the Balkans War against the craven “poor

little Kosovo” crowd, the SWP gave their

game away in their fulsome support to

“New” Labour's Tony Benn, whose oppo-

sition to the war was steeped in “Little

England" chauvinist anti-Americanism.

To argue that the war should be run

directly by Europe’s imperialist pigs

rather than Americans is hardly an anti-

war movement!

At the right end of this nationalist

spectrum are the fascists. Last year, Ger-

man Nazis marched against the Balkans

War with slogans like "No German blood

for foreign interests!" The nationalist

anti-Americanism which the European

anti-"globalization” movement deeply

imbibes shades over to outright fascism.

Czech fascist organizations plan to stage

a provocation for their genocidal pro-

gram in Prague on September 23.

In the crucible of the first major war in

Europe in 50 years, the fake ‘Trotskyists”

proved themselves to be decomposition

products of the “death of communism."

Today they jockey for position to wrest

control of the “anti-globalization move-

ment." Only a fool could trust that groups

which helped bring the present Euro-

pean capitalist governments to power can

now fight these governments, their banks

and institutions in the interests of the

oppressed. Far from a Marxist alternative

to anarchism, the pseudo-Trotskyists are

active opponents of revolutionary Marx-

ism embodied in the program and prac-

tices of the ICL.

The Material Basis
for Opportunism and
National Chauvinism

Bourgeois ideology—e.g., national-

ism, patriotism, racism and religion

—

penetrates the working class centrally

through the agency of the "labor lieuten-

ants of the capitalist class.” the parasitic

continued on page 10
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ICL called for military defense of Serbia against U.S./NATO imperialism
during 1999 Balkans War.

ICL Statement...
(continuedfrom page 9)

trade-union bureaucracies based on a

privileged upper stratum of the working

class. If not replaced by revolutionary

leadership, these reformists render the

working class all but defenseless against

capitalist attacks and allow the organiza-

tions of the proletariat to be destroyed or

rendered impotent by tying the unions

increasingly to the capitalist state. In his

1916 work, Imperialism, the Highest

Stage of Capitalism, Lenin explained:

“The receipt of high monopoly profits by

the capitalists in one of the branches of

industry, in one of the numerous coun-

tries, etc., makes it economically pos-

sible for them to bribe certain sections of

the workers, and for a time a fairly con-

siderable minority of them, and win
them to the side of the bourgeoisie of a

given industry or a given nation against

all the others. The intensification of

antagonisms between imperialist nations

for the division of the world increases

this urge. And so there is created a bond
between imperialism and opportunism....

The most dangerous of all in this respect

are those (like the Menshevik, Martov)
who do not wish to understand that the

fight against imperialism is a sham and
humbug unless it is inseparably bound
up with the fight against opportunism.”

The national chauvinism and craven

capitulation of the organizers of a move-
ment against "globalization" are abun-

dantly evident. Thus trade-union organ-

izers of the Seattle protest against

the WTO united with far-right anti-

communist forces denouncing “slave

labor" in the Chinese and Vietnamese
deformed workers states. Chinese steel

was dumped in the harbor and signs pro-

claimed, "People First Not China First"

Illustrating why Trotsky described the

American labor bureaucracy as Wall
Street's ideal tool for imperialist domina-
tion of Latin America, American trade-

union tops campaigned to ban Mexican
truck drivers from work in the U.S. Not
for nothing, the AFL-CIO is popularly

known throughout Latin America as

the "AFL-CIA.” Incredibly, the Italian

Rifondazione Comunista and the pseudo-
Trotskyist Proposta grouping uphold the

AFL-CIA’s “leadership" as a model for

the European workers to emulate (see

Proposta No. 27, January 2000)

!

Before Prague, the British SWP
labored mightily to promote a Labourite

trade-union demonstration in defense of
saving British jobs at the Rover car plant.

This demonstration was a sea of Union
Jacks and virulent anti-German chauvin-

ism pitting British workers against Ger-

mans and tying the former to the British

ruling class. Slogans like “Britain won
two world wars, let’s win the third” give

a flavor of the poison. After Rover, the

SWP buried itself in campaigning for

Ken Livingstone for mayor of London,
a Labourite politician who was a vocif-

erous proponent of imperialist terror

against Serbia and unbridled police force

at home. When anarchist protesters irrev-

erently defaced the symbols of British

imperialism in a May Day protest in Lon-
don, the SWP stayed away (bar a token

presence) for fear of embarrassing their

candidate for London mayor, "Red" Ken
Livingstone. Livingstone endorsed police

repression of the May Day protesters,

several of whom still languish in jail or

face prosecution.

In France, Jos6 Bov6 leads masses in

protest against McDonald’s and the incur-

sions of American fast food on the French
palate. Our interest is organizing the hor-

ribly underpaid workforces in these fast-

food chains, whatever their national own-
ership or “cuisine.” Moreover, if cultural

or culinary preferences are synonymous
with “imperialism,” then by the dim lights

of Bov6 we better worry about the Ital-

ians, because people love pizza and it is

now marketed everywhere from the Aleu-
tian Islands to the Amazon. Or was it

“imperialism” when a particular German
device, namely the printing press, con-
quered the world and made mass literacy

possible?!

More seriously, the national chauvin-

ism and opportunism of the labor tops

and fake left poison class consciousness

and solidarity among workers by foment-
ing religious, national and ethnic divi-

sions. In recent years this has reached a

fever pitch in an anti-immigrant frenzy.

This threatens the unity and integrity of
the proletariat as a class to resist attacks

by the capitalists and their state. As
noted in the ICL Declaration of Princi-

ples (Spartacist (English-language edi-

tion) No. 54, Spring 1998):
“Modem capitalism, i.e., imperialism,

reaching into all areas of the planet, in

the course of the class struggle and as

economic need demands, brings into the

proletariat at its bottom new sources of
cheaper labor, principally immigrants
from poorer and less-developed regions
of the world—workers with few rights

who are deemed more disposable in

times of economic contraction. Thus
capitalism in ongoing fashion creates

different strata among the workers, while

simultaneously amalgamating the work-
ers of different lands.”

In the Schengen agreement. European
powers closed their borders to immi-
grants, many of whom fled the counter-

revolutionary destruction of East Europe.

The racist anti-immigrant policies of
today’s ruling social democrats echo "the

boat is full" demagogy of the Nazis and
indeed fuel fascist terror. Meanwhile, the

social-democratic popular-front govern-

ments across Europe (coalition govern-

Reuters
South Korean workers protest against austerity measures dictated by U.S.-
dominated IMF. Only international workers revolution can put an end to
imperialist exploitation and oppression.

ments involving reformist workers parties

and bourgeois parties) dangerously lull

the workers with parliamentary illusions

that the social democrats, whose own pol-

icies pave the road for the fascists, will

“ban" the fascists. Such bans historically

serve only to refurbish the image of the

very bourgeoisie which resorts to fascism

when its rule is threatened. Historically

such bans against “extremists" have been

used against the left, not the right. In Ger-

many in the immediate postwar period, a

small neo-Nazi party was banned in 1952

to cosmetically touch up the “democratic”

credentials of the heirs of the Third Reich

rebuilding capitalist Germany under

American imperialist auspices. The real

purpose was to “justify” a constitutional

ban of the German Communist Party in

1956. We demand: Full citizenship rights

for all immigrants! No reliance on the

bourgeois state! For labor/minority mobi-

lizations to stop the fascists!

The Party Is the Instrument for

Socialist Revolution

The Leninist party is the instrument

for bringing revolutionary consciousness

to the proletariat, for organizing proletar-

ian struggles and guiding them to victori-

ous consolidation in a socialist revolu-

tion. A revolutionary party must fight

every instance of social injustice and all

manifestations of oppression. Central to

our task is combatting every instance of

women’s oppression and ‘‘all the old

crap" which has come back with relig-

ious obscurantism, attacks on abortion

rights and anti-gay bigotry. Welding the

audacity of the youth to the social power
of the proletariat is crucial to the fight

for a new socialist society.

Our aim is a revolutionary leadership

whose cadre must be tested and trained

in the class struggle. The road forward is

for the presently small forces adhering to

the program of Lenin and Trotsky to

forge parties with the experience, revolu-

tionary will and authority among the

masses to lead successful proletarian rev-

olutions. Nothing less than a reforged

Trotskyist Fourth International will suf-

fice for the task of leading the workers

and oppressed to the victory of world

socialism. We have no illusions that this

will be an easy road, and we recognize
that the possession of the technology of
nuclear holocaust by an irrational and
genocidal ruling class foreshortens the

possibilities: there is not a lot of time.

We are guided by the program and
practices of authentic communism. As
Trotsky wrote in “The Death Agony of
Capitalism and the Tasks of the Fourth
International" (1938):

“To face reality squarely; not to seek the
line of least resistance; to call things by
their right names; to speak the truth to

the masses, no matter how bitter it may
be; not to fear obstacles; to be true in lit-

tle things as in big ones; to base one’s
program on the logic of the class strug-
gle; to be bold when the hour for action
arrives—these are the rules of the Fourth
International.”

Join the International Communist
League!*
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Fuel Protests...
(continuedfrom page I

)

was attempting a different plan to break

the dispute—by using the trade unions."

It goes on: "At the TUC in Glasgow the

day before, he had met Bill Morris, the

leader of the Transport Union, whose
members inelude many tanker drivers.

He convinced him of the need to end the

crisis." [Deputy Prime MinisterJ John

Prescott warned Blair that sending in

troops would backfire and would wreck

“delicate negotiations taking place that

night between trades union leaders and

tanker drivers." Thus, the trade-union

bureaucracy was pivotal to the Labour
government in defusing the crisis.

Break with Labour!

The depth of the crisis triggered by the

oil protests provoked the government
into a response which illuminates the

workings of the capitalist state and the

sinister forces that are arrayed against

the working class and its allies in times

of social crisis. The police presence at

refineries was reinforced, use of troops

was prepared and in Essex, tankers leav-

ing a depot had a cop riding shotgun.

Behind the veneer of parliamentary

democracy lurks the reality of the repres-

sive British state. The capitalist state, as

Lenin explained, consists of special bod-

ies of armed men—the cops and the

army—who are committed to the defence

of private property. The capitalist state

cannot be reformed; the power of the cap-

italist class must be broken and replaced

by a workers state. The Privy Council,

presided over by the Queen, met to

accord "exceptional powers” to the gov-

ernment to assume control of fuel distri-

bution, including the use of military facil-

ities, for the purposes of breaking the oil

blockade. This "private" council of the

Queen is composed of current and past

ministers and includes Labour "left" Tony
Benn. We say: Abolish the monarchy!
The farmers and small haulage firms

leading this protest openly espouse

national chauvinism, reflecting their eco-

nomic interests. This was expressed ad

nauseam by Brynle Williams, a promi-

nent spokesman for the farmers’ blockade

in Cheshire, who said: "We don’t like the

idea of Irish drivers coming over here

with their cheap diesel then working two
or three days and bringing over their

cheap meat, robbing us of a living"

(Guardian . 12 September). The interest

of the working class in contrast lies

squarely with the workers of other coun-

tries. As protests engulfed France, Britain

and Belgium, there was a burning need

for proletarian international solidarity in

sharp opposition to the anti-French chau-

vinism promoted also by Blair & Co. The
proletarian internationalism seen during

the 1984-85 miners strike, when workers

from France and other countries raised

money for their British comrades and

French miners sang the "Internationale”

with British miners, is an example of the

kind of international class solidarity

which is needed. We fight to mobilise

workers in opposition to every mani-

festation of national chauvinism and

racism and for full citizenship rights for

immigrants.

ICL sections in Britain and France

gave no support whatsoever to Blair’s

Labour and Jospin’s Socialist-led popu-

lar front. This is in stark contrast to fake

"socialists" in both countries who helped

elect the Blair and Jospin governments

and are beholden to them. Jospin's bour-

geois Green coalition partners, in act-

ing as the most hardline opponents of

lower petrol taxes, underlined the anti-

working-class character of Green en-

vironmentalism. Today, a class-struggle

fight would galvanise opposition to these

anti-working-class, racist governments.

The Labour Party is a bourgeois work-

ers party—revolutionaries seek to split

the working-class base from the pro-

capitalist tops and win it to the need for

a revolutionary programme and party.

From the strikebreaking Labour govern-

ments of the 1970s to knifing the heroic

miners strike, the Labour Party and the

TUC tops are the strategic obstacle to the

fight for working-class rule.

TUC general secretary John Monks
outrageously compared the fuel protests

to the CIA-backed truck drivers mobilisa-

tions against the Allende regime in Chile

in 1 973. Those mobilisations were part of

an imperialist “destabilisation" campaign

against the popular-front Allende gov-

ernment which culminated in the bloody
military coup by General Pinochet and

were fundamentally aimed at crushing

the Chilean working class in the midst

of a prerevolutionary situation. To draw
an analogy with popular mobilisations

against a Labour-administered capitalist

government in Britain today is a measure
of the utter fealty of the labour bureauc-

racy to this government. Blair actually

more resembles Pinochet’s fan Margaret

Thatcher during the yearlong miners

strike and the later poll tax upheaval than

Allende.

The reformist left demonstrated their

loyalty to Labourism in the course of the

protests. The Communist Party’s Morn-
ing Star ( 1 3 September) opposed the pro-

tests and urged Blair: "The government

should take all lawful steps necessary

—

without the use of police violence—to

ensure free movement of oil and petrol."

The Socialist Workers Party supported

the protests, headlining “Bitterness Ex-

plodes in Blair’s Face." while neglecting

to mention that they were "over the

moon” when Labour was elected in 1997.

And despite some whining about the evils

wrought by the Blair government, the

SWP is committed in advance to return-

ing it for another term, as SWP honcho
Chris Harman has made clear: "Most
socialists will be supporting socialist can-

didates where possible in the next general

election, but will still be voting Labour
when there is no socialist standing"

(Socialist Review, September 2000).

Meanwhile they conceal the role of the

trade-union bureaucracy behind a front-

page headline asking: “Why Won't Trade

Union Leaders Act?” (Socialist Worker,

16 September). But the union bureauc-

racy did act—predictably, to get the oil

flowing again. In addition to Morris’

scabherding. Bill Speirs, general secre-

tary of the Scottish TUC, denounced the

protests as a “bosses’ blockade.” This was
also the line of the union bureaucracy in

France to justify scabbing and to save the

Jospin government in its hour of crisis.

Labour Rules for

British Imperialism

Oil is not just another commodity; it is

the source of more than 40 per cent of the

world’s energy. Access to oil is thus of

vital strategic importance for modem

capitalist states. Ever since the 1920s,

control over the Persian Gulf oil fields

has given British and American imperial-

ism an enormous strategic advantage over

rivals Germany and Japan. London, in

alliance with Washington, massacred tens

of thousands of Iraqis during the Gulf
War in 1991 to secure U.S. and British

control of the region’s oil supplies. One
and a half million people, including half a

million children, have been killed through

a starvation embargo. The imperialists

continue the slaughter with almost daily

bombing raids and sanctions, which pre-

vent Iraqi oil from reaching the world

market. If you want cheaper oil, break the

blockade of Iraq! We say: Down with the

starvation sanctions!

Shaken by the impact and depth of

support for the fuel blockades, the Blair

government is gearing up for a major

confrontation. The Financial Times (16

September), mouthpiece for the City

[financial district J. editorialised: "Minis-

ters should dig out the files from 1981

when Margaret Thatcher gave in to the

miners. She was not prepared; coal

stocks were low. But after the 1983 land-

slide, she was ready and a year later the

miners were vanquished.” The Spartacist

League fought to extend that strike to

rail and the docks and to shut down the

country. But although the miners fought

militantly and heroically against the

forces of the capitalist state, they were
betrayed by the treachery of the Labour
leaders and the union bureaucracy, while

miners leader Arthur Scargill remained

tied to the Labour Party. We seek to

instill the lessons of that strike into

workers’ consciousness so that the work-

ing class can go forward to victories.

The action of the petrol tanker drivers

almost brought the country to a halt. With

petrol pumps running dry, supermarket

shelves emptied, banks ran low on cash

and rail operators warned that workers

would not be able to get to work. This

explodes the myth of a “new economy”
according to which “global" capitalism

operates in virtual reality and goods are

moved around the country by the click of

a mouse. The capitalist economy is

dependent on the labour of the proletariat

and on fuel which is delivered by tanker

drivers.

The working class is the only force

which has the power, the social cohesion

and the direct interest in defeating the

attacks of the government. This must
be linked to a struggle to overthrow

the entire system of class exploitation,

national oppression, racism and war, a

system Labour upholds with a vengeance.

Large numbers of workers who face plant

closures, privatisation and racist attacks

are itching to engage in some militant

class struggle of their own. We seek

to build a party committed to leading

the proletariat in socialist revolution to

expropriate the capitalist class, includ-

ing the oil companies, and to construct a

planned socialist economy *

Sturrock/Network

Picketing strikers battle scabs and cops during 1984-85 British miners strike.

L.A. Transit...
(continuedfrom page 2)

cost of living combined with a shorter

workweek at no loss in pay to spread the

available work around. Such demands
point to a struggle against the entire cap-

italist profit system. As revolutionary

leader Leon Trotsky wrote in the Transi-

tional Program (1938): “If capitalism is

incapable of satisfying the demands inev-

itably arising from the calamities gener-

ated by itself, then let it perish. ‘Realiz-

ability’ or ‘unrealizability' is in the given

instance a question of the relationship of

forces, which can be decided only by the

struggle. By means of this struggle, no

matter what its immediate practical suc-

cesses may be, the workers will best

come to understand the necessity of liqui-

dating capitalist slavery
"

But the labor bureaucrats are loyal to

the capitalist system, expressed politi-

cally through their support to the Demo-
cratic Party. Striking workers told WV
that the best time to strike would have

been in the buildup to the Democratic
National Convention in L.A. in July. But
when Democratic governor Gray Davis
ordered a 60-day “cooling off' period so

that nothing would interfere with Al

Gore’s nomination, the transit union tops

bowed to the strikebreaking edict. UTU
International president Charles Little

bragged that his was the first major union

to endorse Gore.

Instead of fighting the MTA’s anti-

union privatization plans, the union
tops look to pressure Davis to enact a

bill supposedly guaranteeing that union

wages and benefits continue (for four

years) in any new zones. The union
bureaucracy preaches reliance on the cap-

italist state, which is an agency for the

suppression of workers and minorities.

That includes the courts which impose
strikebreaking injunctions and the cops
who bust strikers’ heads to enforce those

injunctions. L.A. blacks, Latinos and
Asians remember the murderous cop
occupation in 1992 that crushed the mul-
tiracial upheaval in protest against the

acquittal of the cops who beat Rodney

King. When a carload of cops drove by a

picket line this morning honking in sup-

posed "solidarity," one striker yelled out.

"We know what side they’re on!” Mean-
while transit supervisors who are cross-

ing picket lines to scab on the strike are

organized by the AFSCME tops, who also

recruit prison guards to the union These

enemies of labor have no place in the

workers organizations. Cops, supervisors

out of the unions!

While the L.A. County Federation of

Labor has called on all unions to honor

UTU picket lines, unionized rail work-

ers at Metrolink remain on the job. and
17 other municipal bus lines in the

metro area, many of them unionized,

have increased service to undercut the

strike. Strikers outside the bus plaza

adjoining Union Station chanted. "Union!

Union! Union!” and “Scabs go home!"
One picketer asked, “When are we
going to shut down Metrolink?” Mass
pickets should ring the transit complex
around Union Station All L.A. transit

unions must be mobilized to shut down
the entire transit network. This points

directly to the need to organize the non-

union bus lines and for one industrial

union of all transit workers. Down with

multi-tier wage scales—Equal pay for

equal work!

To defeat the MTA and the city rulers

who stand behind them, the transit unions

can only rely on their own strength, mobi-
lizing support from the entire labor move-
ment and tapping into the evident popu-
larity of the strike among the black.

Latino and Asian masses. The unions
must actively fight for demands that

speak to the felt needs of all the exploited

and the ghetto and barrio masses. L.A.
transit unions should call for massive

spending to build free, quality mass tran-

sit. But labor cannot successfully fight for

its interests and those of all the oppressed

if it is beholden to the capitalist class

enemy and its Democratic Party. We fight

to forge a workers party to lead the strug-

gle for a workers government that will

expropriate the capitalist class and create

an egalitarian socialist society in which
labor reaps the benefit of the wealth it

creates.
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ICL Statement for Prague Protest Against IMF, World Bank

Smash Imperialist

Exploitation Through
World Socialist Revolution!

Unemployed and homeless
line up at soup kitchen

in Berlin. Capitalist

counterrevolution has
brought misery to working

people of East Europe
and former Soviet Union,

increased imperialist

exploitation internationally.

We publish below a 16 September

statement by the International Commu-
nist League directed at the planned pro-

tests against the International Monetary

Fund (IMF) and World Bank in Prague,

capital of the Czech Republic, this

month. These are the latest in a series of

anti-“globalization” protests which have

become a major focus of left-wing activ-

ism internationally: the protests against

the World Trade Organization (WTO) in

Seattle late last year, against the IMF/
World Bank in Washington. D.C. this

past spring and against the World Eco-

nomic Forum in Melbourne, Australia

earlier this month. As with the earlier

protests, the Melbourne demonstrators

were met with vicious police terror and
mass arrests. We demand the immediate

release of all those arrested and the drop-

ping of all charges.

The radicalized youth attracted to

these protests want to overcome the hid-

eous impoverishment of the masses
in the “global South" which is justi-

fied and enforced in the name of “free

market" capitalism. However, the organ-

izers of the anti-“globalization” cam-
paign seek to channel these concerns

and the striving for social justice into

national-chauvinist appeals to their own
imperialist bourgeoisie.

The main demand of the Seattle protest

was that the Clinton White House
pressure the WTO into adopting and
enforcing a code of international labor

and environmental standards. Moreover,
that protest was politically dominated
by the AFL-CIO labor bureaucracy,

which staged an orgy of anti-Communist

China-bashing and flag-waving trade pro-

tectionism. The demonstrations in Wash-
ington a few months later were focused
on liberal appeals to the directors of the

World Bank to cancel the debt of ‘Third
World" countries.

The organizers of these mobilizations

angrily denounce the IMF. WTO and
World Bank for being undemocratic and

under the control of large “transnational”

corporations. At the same time, they

appeal to the "democratic” governments

of North America and West Europe. In

reality, the American capitalist state is

the primary political instrument of the

Wall Street banks, General Motors, Boe-

ing et al.; the German capitalist state is

likewise that of the Frankfurt banks,

Daimler-Benz and Siemens; etc. Inter-

national economic institutions like the

IMF and WTO are politically dominated

by the major imperialist states while

increasingly becoming an arena of con-

flict between them.

In fundamental opposition to the

pseudo-leftist purveyors of “human rights

imperialism," the International Commu-
nist League stands for the liberation of
the workers, peasants and other toilers

from exploitation, poverty and social deg-

radation through proletarian revolutions

both in the imperialist centers and against

the imperialists' henchmen in the depen-

dent neocolonial countries, thereby lay-

ing the basis for an international planned

socialist economy.

* * *

"Turn Prague into Seattle”? Were it

not for the capitalist counterrevolution

which destroyed East Europe and the

former Soviet Union a decade ago, the

World Bank and the International Mone-
tary Fund would not be meeting in

Prague! The “velvet revolution” ripped

Czechoslovakia apart and now the work-

ing people, women and national and eth-

nic minorities suffer the raw exploitation,

impoverishment and depredations of the

capitalist market. As for the illusions of

"freedom," today police forces specially

trained by the American FBI and backed

up by NATO threaten labor and leftist

demonstrations with a brutal enforce-

ment of “law and order" for the imperi-

alist bankers.

For all the talk about concern for the

toiling masses, the official call for a

"global day of action” in Prague says

nothing about the capitalist shock treat-

ment which has led to a plunge in life

expectancy and returned starvation to

Russia, rolled back women’s right to

abortion across East Europe, and given

rise to a murderous brown plague of fas-

cist terror directed especially against

immigrants and Roma (gypsies). Last

year’s Balkans War wreaked worse dev-

astation on Serbia than Hitler’s Nazis.

The resulting economic, social and eco-

logical disaster in the Balkans also does
not merit mention in the official mani-
festo for Prague. Why is this? Because
ostensible leftists organizing this year’s

"anti-globalization” protest are mainly
the very same people who supported the

imperialist war against Serbia in the name
of “humanitarian” concern for the Koso-
var Albanians. They are also the same
“leftists" who joined with their own cap-
italist rulers in fighting for the destruction

of the Soviet Union and the East Euro-
pean deformed workers states and who
supported the election of the bloody cabal

of fake “socialist," ex-"communist,” and

“Labour" leaders presently ruling capital-

ist Europe.

We comrades of the International Com-
munist League are proud to fight for

the authentic communism of Lenin and
Trotsky’s Bolsheviks. Our perspective is

proletarian, revolutionary and interna-

tionalist. We recognize that the funda-

mental conflict in society is the struggle

by labor against capital. Because of its

central role in production, the proletar-

iat has the social power to bring down the

capitalist exploiters and their whole
system of class exploitation, racial, sex-

ual and national oppression and imperial-

ist war. The proletariat has the power and
the class interest to create a society—
initially a workers state—based on collec-

tivized property and a rational, planned
international economy, leading to a class-

less, communist society and the wither-

ing away of the state. To achieve this

goal requires the construction of an inter-

national Leninist-Trotskyist egalitarian

party. We struggle to become the party fit

to lead international socialist revolutions.

Integral to our fight is holding on to

proletarian conquests already wrested
from the capitalist class. That is why we
Trotskyists fought for the unconditional

military defense of the Soviet Union and
the deformed workers states of East

Europe against imperialist attack and cap-

italist restoration. With every resource at

our disposal we fought in 1989-90 in the

DDR [East Germany] to lead a workers
political revolution, maintaining the col-

lectivized property forms and replacing

the Stalinist misleaders with the rule of
workers councils. This could have been
the beacon for resistance against capital-

ist restoration across East Europe and for

proletarian socialist revolution in the

West. The ICL again fought to rouse the

Soviet workers to preserve and extend the

gains of the 1917 Russian Revolution
which had been grossly betrayed by
decades of Stalinist misrule but not over-

thrown until 1991-92. Today the fate of
the Chinese deformed workers slate and

continued on page 8

“Human rights” imperialism in Somalia, 1993: demonstrators gunned down in
the streets by UN “peacekeepers."
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“Market Socialism” and the Legacy of Mao

Bradshaw/SABA

State-owned steel plant in China. Beijing regime's moves to shut down or privatize many
state enterprises have provoked wave of workers’ struggles.

Exemplified by a revolt of

20,000 molybdenum miners in

Liaoning province in the industrial

northeast of the country in Febru-

ary, China has seen a rising tide of

workers’ and peasants’ struggles

this year. These struggles have been

aimed against bureaucratic corrup-

tion, growing poverty and continu-

ing inroads into the collectivized

economy established as a result

of the 1949 Revolution led by

Mao Zedong's Chinese Communist
Party (CCP).

In August, 20,000 peasants pro-

testing extortionate taxes clashed

with units of the People’s Armed
Police in Jiangxi province in

southeastern China. The protest

was reportedly touched off when
local authorities banned a book

written by members of the ruling

CCP advocating a reduction in

taxes on peasants. Earlier this year,

a CCP internal report estimated

that there had been over 2,000 vio-

lent protests in the countryside in

1999, and several million rural res-

idents had joined in either demon-

strations or petitions to Beijing. •

The social turmoil has found an

echo on the ideological and cultu-

ral plane. A Chinese television

series about a mythic Soviet steel

worker in the years after the 1917

Bolshevik Revolution, based on

the Soviet novel from the Stalin

years. How Steel Is Forged, has

been immensely popular. Earlier

this year, a small theater in Beijing

staged a play about Ernesto “Che"
Guevara which ended with the

actors leading the audience in the

singing of the “Internationale,” the

international workers’ anthem.

One member of the audience later

wrote in an Internet posting on the

neo-Maoist Web site “China and

the World”:
“We want lo shout out at the top

of our lungs: only when the work-
ing class united together fights

against all the imperialists, revi-

sionists and reactionaries and those

spineless traitors can we workers
not lose our jobs, can we truly

become the masters of the state.’’

Such sentiments are increas-

ingly voiced in China today, if

often in more muted form, including

among sections of the CCP itself. An
article in the New York Times (2 July)

reporting on the arrest of a retired party

cadre who had led protests against the

local government in Shenyang, capital of

Liaoning province, was headlined “Old-

Line Communists at Odds with Party in

China.” A popular campaign to secure

his release, observed the article, “reflects

widespread popular disillusionment with

the Communist Party over corruption

and lost ideals, even among its rank and

file.”

The molybdenum miners revolt last

February was triggered by massive lay-

offs resulting from the shutdown or pri-

vatization of their formerly state-owned

workplace. A few months later, in May,
some 3,000 workers at a metal alloy fac-

tory in the city of Liaoyang, also in

Liaoning province, clashed with police

as they protested unpaid wages and pen-

sions. In July, nearly 50,000 miners, rail-

way workers and others demonstrated in

Liupanshui in the southern part of China.

Again there were battles reported with

the police, as protesters attacked the City

Hall and chanted, “For another revolu-

tion in China!”

The People’s Republic of China is

heading toward either proletarian politi-

cal revolution or capitalist counterrevolu-

tion. As it pursues “market reforms” and

opens the door to exploitation by Western

and Japanese imperialists and the over-

seas Chinese bourgeoisie, the Beijing

regime is paving the way for capitalist

restoration. It is simultaneously preparing

the ground for a new revolutionary prole-

tarian explosion—not a social revolution

which would overturn the economic foun-

dations of society as in 1949 but a politi-

cal revolution to oust the ruling bureauc-

racy and to place political power in the

hands of workers, soldiers and peasants

councils (soviets). Such a political

revolution is premised on uncondi-

tional defense of the planned, col-

lectivized economy which is the

social foundation of the (bureau-

cratically deformed) workers state.

Social Roots of the
Bureaucracy

Last year, the Wall Street Journal

(1 November 1999)—the premier

mouthpiece of American finance

capital—ran an article on Jiang

Mianheng, son of Chinese presi-

dent and CCP leader Jiang Zemin
Jiang Mianheng was until recently

the dominant figure in the rapidly

growing China Netcom Corp., the

country’s largest privately owned
telecommunications company, and

currently heads several other pri-

vate firms. The same article pointed

out that the son of Chinese premier

Zhu Rongji is an executive in a

joint venture with the giant Wall

Street investment bank Morgan
Stanley.

The implicit message of the

Journal article is that since the

sons of China’s top leaders—the

so-called "princelings”—are high-

flying entrepreneurs and even part-

ners with American financiers, the

restoration of capitalism in China

is proceeding smoothly. Every day

China is supposedly becoming more

and more capitalist. The fact that

the ruling party still calls itself

Communist and pays lip service to

“Marxism-Leninism," in this view,

has little significance in terms of the

realities of China’s politics today.

But the realities of China’s poli-

tics today are very different, far

more complex and contradictory.

At the same lime the Journal arti-

cle appeared, a Beijing journal pub-

lished an article by one Wei Wei,

“At the Doorstep of a New Cen-
tury." The article stated:

"The Russian October Revolution

led by Lenin was of undeniable

historical significance.... It opened

the road to a bright future for the

whole human race and it demon-
strated the possibility of rooting

out private property, eliminating

all exploitation and oppression and
realizing the ideal world"

Wei’s article ends with a political call to

amis:

“One must deeply understand that those

who have already tasted the sweetness of
socialism and become the masters of the

stale will not keep silent for long as they

are losing their status as masters and
their lives are deteriorating. Those con-
scious communists who have been edu-
cated by Marxism will also consolidate

their own forces, again firmly unite

together, and lead the masses to wage a

resolute struggle against the representa-

tives of the capitalist class It must be

continued on page 8
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L.A. Transit Strikers Battle Union-Busting
OCTOBER 3—As we go to press, the

strike by 4,300 members of the United

Transportation Union (UTU) which has

shut down the Los Angeles Metropolitan

Transit Authority (MTA) is at a critical

point. The union is fighting MTA plans to

shift 400 drivers to a four-day work-

week—forcing them to be on duty for 13

hours a day at ten hours’ pay—and to

transfer many operations to “regional

transportation zones” which would be run

by low-wage outfits. The drivers have

been joined on the picket lines by transit

clerks and Amalgamated Transit Union

(ATU) mechanics. On Sunday, Demo-
cratic governor Gray Davis signed a

measure long demanded by the union

tops ensuring that the proposed regional

spin-offs would be covered by the exist-

ing contracts for four years. ATU presi-

dent Neil Silver immediately announced

the price tag for this measure, ordering

mechanics to scab: “If there’s a picket

line, it shall be crossed.”

ATU mechanics answered Silver this

morning by turning out en masse at the

central maintenance facility to help UTU
drivers stop any scabs from entering. VW
reporters said the few mechanics who
showed up for work turned back at the

sight of the solid picket lines; only one

scab was spotted going in. One worker

said, "You don’t cross a line. This is a tra-

dition.” In fact, it appears that 99 percent

of the ATU members throughout the city

refused to break ranks with their UTU
brothers and sisters. Later in the morning,

about 45 angry mechanics converged in

the parking lot to confront an ATU official

in an impromptu meeting. Someone had

made a big sign that read, “United We
Will Stand, Divided We Will Fall. ATU
Members Must Remain United. Impeach

Neil Silver!” Our reporters were told that

discussion centered on how to fight the

union-busting transit zones, with some

Permanent Revolution vs.

“Socialism in One Country”

In elaborating his theory of permanent

revolution for countries of belated capitalist

development, Leon Trotsky stressed that the

tasks of the proletarian dictatorship could

only be completed through the spread of

socialist revolution to the advanced capital-

ist countries. Repudiating this international-

ist perspective which animated the October

Revolution of 1917, the Stalinists embraced

the anti-Marxist dogma that socialism could

be built in a single country. This nationalist “theory," justifying the accommodation to

imperialism which ultimately paved the way to the counterrevolutionary destruction of

the Soviet Union, is even more patently false in a country like China, which is far more

economically backward than was the Soviet Union.

The passing of power from the hands of Tsarism and the bourgeoisie into the hands

of the proletariat abolishes neither the processes nor the laws of world economy. To be

sure, for a certain time after the October Revolution, the economic ties between the

Soviet Union and the world market were weakened. But it would be a monstrous mis-

take to make a generalization out of a phenomenon that was merely a brief stage in

the dialectical process. The international division of labour and the supra-national

character of modern productive forces not only retain but will increase twofold and

tenfold their significance for the Soviet Union in proportion to the degree of Soviet

economic ascent....

The strength of Soviet economy lies in the nationalization of the means of production

and their planned direction. The weakness of Soviet economy, in addition to the back-

wardness inherited from the past, lies in its present post-revolutionary isolation, that is,

in its inability to gain access to the resources of world economy, not only on a socialist

but even on a capitalist basis, that is. in the shape of normal international credits and

“financing” in general, which plays so decisive a role for backward countries....

A realistic programme for an isolated workers’ state cannot set itself the goal of

achieving “independence” from world economy, much less of constructing a national

socialist society "in the shortest time.” The task is not to attain the abstract maximum
tempo, but the optimum tempo, that is, the best, that which follows from both internal

and world economic conditions, strengthens the position of the proletariat, prepares

the national elements of the future international socialist society, and at the same time,

and above all, systematically improves the living standards of the proletariat and

strengthens its alliance with the non-exploiting masses of the countryside. This prospect

must remain in force for the whole preparatory period, that is, until the victorious rev-

olution in the advanced countries liberates the Soviet Union from its present isolated

position.

—Leon Trotsky. Introduction to the German edition, The Permanent Revolution

(March 1930); reprinted in The Permanent Revolution and Results and Prospects (1969)

TROTSKY LENIN
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Transit workers
at L.A. strike

rally chanted,
“No contract,

no buses!” and
“Union, union,

union!"

jSj!
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people saying that Davis’ bill does noth-

ing but postpone the fight.

Republican mayor Richard Riordan,

who appeared at the strike negotiations

for the first time over the weekend,

admits that the sole purpose of the

“regional transit zones” is to undercut the

power of the unions. A similar scheme

acceded to by the transit unions in 1987

led to the creation of Foothill Transit in

San Gabriel Valley, whose drivers make
lower wages and have fewer benefits than

full-time MTA drivers. Privatization of

transit further fragments the unions,

already divided along craft lines. While

Foothill’s Teamster-organized drivers

have not taken over entire MTA lines as

they did during the 1994 transit strike,

Foothill Transit and UTU-organized

Santa Monica buses have been driving

into the struck Gateway transit plaza to let

passengers off. What’s needed is a single

industrial transit union from Santa Mon-
ica to Foothill, San Fernando Valley to

Long Beach!

One of the issues keenly felt by the

transit workers, who are subjected to

multi-tier wage scales—including many
forced to work part-time for $8 an hour

—

and have to support families on as little as

$20,000 a year, is the threatened loss of

overtime pay. Black Congressman Max-

ine Waters demagogically said, “Their

whole economic family structure has

depended on the dollars they learned to

earn.” The answer to a dismal standard of

living is not to work until you drop while

others have no jobs at all, but to fight for

a hefty wage increase coupled with a full

cost-of-living escalator and a shorter

workweek to create jobs for all. Down
with multi-tier wages—Equal pay for

equal work!

The strike remains enormously popular

among the city’s working people, despite

the fact that the heavily working-class

and minority MTA ridership has had to

scramble for alternative means of trans-

port. On Friday, September 29, more than

2,000 transit workers and other trade

unionists rallied outside City Hall. At this

rally, the union tops handed the stage over

to an array of Democratic Party politi-

cians—including Waters, no fewer than

seven City Council members, eight state

legislators and two mayoral candidates—
who led chants of "Mayor Riordan, end

the strike!” As black city councilman

Mark Ridley-Thomas addressed the rally,

one black transit worker turned to a WV
salesman and said, "This is a bunch of

crap. They’ve done nothing for us.” In

fact, the most vociferous opponents of the

UTU during this strike have been liberals

on the MTA board like black Democratic

county supervisor Yvonne Brathwaite

Burke.

The trade-union tops preach reliance

on legislation by Democratic politicians,

but the capitalist Democratic Party is no

“friend of labor.” and the government in

a capitalist society is the agency for the

suppression of workers and minorities.

Workers can win only by exercising their

power and mobilizing the support of the

entire labor movement. Even as the pro-

capitalist union misleaders work hand in

glove with the Democrats to bring the

transit strike to an end, a number of other

unions are poised to walk out. Last Thurs-

day, the 43,000-member UTLA teachers

union voted to authorize a strike. Yester-

day, 47,000 SEIU Local 660 county

workers launched a series of rolling

strikes and threaten an all-out walkout

beginning October 11. But the rolling

strike planned for tomorrow includes jail

guards in the SEIU. Prison guards and

cops are the hired thugs of the capitalist

state. They have no place in the labor

movement! Cops and prison guards out of

the unions!

The current wave of labor struggle has

shaken the capitalist establishment in

this historically “open shop” town. In the

last few years, there have been signifi-

cant organizing efforts among the many
Mexican and Central American workers

who -are exploited in low-wage, back-

breaking jobs. including the unionization

of over 90,000 home health care and

other workers last year. A column in the

Los Angeles Times (29 September) was

headlined: “Building Up a Head of

Steam in Slriketown USA." Another arti-

cle in the same issue reported, “Not for

at least a generation have so many strikes

and potential strikes converged in Los

Angeles in one season." Noting that the

recent strikes have been a “great unifier"

cutting across racial and ethnic lines, the

article added that “the wave of unrest has

brought with it a new sense of unity and

common purpose.”

But the determination and sense of

class unity shown by the workers in strug-

gle are undermined by the class collabo-

ration of the union bureaucrats. Putting

teeth in the County Federation of Labor’s

call to honor the UTU pickets means

shutting down all mass transit within the

city. But that would immediately alienate

the Democratic Party politicians who
lined the podium at last Friday’s rally.

The fight for jobs for all and the defense

of even the most basic workers’ interests

point to the need for a struggle to sweep

away the entire system of capitalist

exploitation and racist oppression. It is

necessary to forge a class-struggle lead-

ership of the unions which recognizes

that the interests of labor and capital are

irreconcilably counterposed. We fight to

break working people and minorities

from the Democratic Party and build a

multiracial revolutionary workers party.

Victory to the L.A. transit strike!*

Moving?
To receive Workers Vanguard

without interruption please let us
know at least three weeks before

you move. Send your new and
old address to:

Spartacist Publishing Co.
Box 1377 GPO
New York, NY 101 16
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It could have been a scene straight out

of Mississippi Burning, the movie depict-

ing cop/Klan terrorizing of civil rights

activists in the ’60s. Except this time it

took place in Philadelphia. Pennsylvania,

not Philadelphia, Mississippi. On Sep-

tember 18, Ernest Ford joined in a weekly

demonstration for death row political

prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal near the Cen-
ter City headquarters of the Philadelphia

Fraternal Order of Police (F.O.P.) Driving

home, with a protest placard visible from

his pickup truck, Ford noticed a police

cruiser with three cops tailing him. As he

got out in front of his home, the cops

came up to him and loudly threatened,

"Mumia is dead—and so are you!”

Ford's black and Latino neighbors

started screaming at the cops, who left.

Less than an hour later, the same cops

were spotted cruising the block and

checking out Ford’s home, even as he was

on the phone to register a complaint with

the Philly Police Department. Ford’s

neighbors again emerged from their

homes to scream at the cops, who drove

away.

“This isn’t something I’m taking

lightly," Ford told the twice-weekly

black Philadelphia Tribune (22 Septem-

ber). “I was scared. My wife is scared.

Who knows what these cops have

planned for me?” Ford and his wife have

good reason to fear. His family fled from

Haiti years ago after his father was
marked for death by the death squad

police of the U.S. -backed Duvalier dicta-

torship. And as Ford told Workers Van-

guard, "The cops in America are hench-

men like the Tontons Macoutes in Haiti”

Speaking of the Philly cops, he added:

"Police here are terrorists. They terror-

ize anyone who speaks out for Mumia.
Where I live is the cradle of terror, tor-

ture and lynching."

Ford has been active in Jamal’s defense

since the protests in 1995 when Mumia
faced an imminent threat of execution.

Ford initiated the Caribbean American
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty

and has promoted Jamal’s fight for free-

dom in neighborhood newspapers. He
has exposed the cop threats against him
through articles in the Tribune and an

interview on WHAT radio and has called

a noontime demonstration at the corner of

Kensington and Allegheny for October 7.

Ford told WV, “I’m not going to just lay

down and let them walk all over me "

The Philly cops are notorious for their

racist frame-up and killing machine

—

from their vendetta against Mumia and

other Black Panthers in the 1960s to the

1985 Mother’s Day bombing in which

eleven black MOVE members were mur-

dered to the videotaped beating of a black

man by a horde of cops shortly before the

Republican National Convention (RNC).
Employing the same sort of “red squad"

surveillance carried out against the Pan-

thers and other radicals in the ’60s, for

weeks before the RNC police photo-

graphed and infiltrated just about every

leftist event in the city.

During the convention, protesters were

swept off the streets by a massive police
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San Francisco,
May 13:

Revolutionary
Contingent built

by SL, SYC and
Labor Black
League called

for mobilizing
labor’s social

power in fight

to free Mumia.

dragnet. Many of them were thrown into

jail and some held for weeks on bail of

up to $1 million. Refuse & Resist spokes-

man Clark Kissinger is threatened with

prison for speaking at a Mumia rally out-

this century was innocent.

The decades-long vendetta against

Jamal by the cops, courts, media and cap-

italist politicians refutes those, like

Refuse & Resist, who promote liberal illu-

Screaming for

Mumia’s blood,
Philly cops

besiege hospital

workers union
hall in 1995.

side the RNC, supposedly for violating

probation conditions stemming from

an earlier mass arrest of Jamal supporters

during a civil disobedience protest at

the Liberty Bell last year (see "Outra-

geous Persecution of Mumia Supporters,”

WV No. 737, 2 June). Meanwhile, a state

agency is withholding charitable status to

the International Concerned Family and

Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal in a contin-

uing effort to cripple fundraising for

Jamal’s legal defense.

To grease the skids for Jamal’s execu-

tion, the F.O.P. has spearheaded a sinister

campaign aimed at intimidating Mumia’s
supporters. Ernest Ford is hut the most

recent target of this campaign. Following

a 1990 Partisan Defense Committee rally

for Jamal in Philly, FO P. chief Richard

Costello ranted that Mumia’s defenders

were “misfit terrorists" who deserved an

"electric couch.” Aiding the F.O.P. are

bourgeois mouthpieces like ABC News,

the yuppie Vanity Fair magazine and

right-wing rags like the New York Post

and Philadelphia Daily News, which

have repeatedly churned out Big Lie

propaganda seeking to demonize Jamal

and to silence the growing ranks of his

defenders. A Web site titled “Justice

for Daniel Faulkner"—the policeman for

whose 1981 killing Jamal was falsely

convicted—baldly promotes the racist

death penalty with patently absurd lies

like the claim that not one of the

thousands of people executed in the U.S.

sions that Mumia can win his freedom

through a “new trial" in the bourgeois

courts or through pressuring the Demo-
crats. That no reliance can be placed in

the “justice” system which sent this inno-

cent man to death row in the first place

was underlined by (he latest court ruling

in Jamal’s case. In a decision currently

being appealed, in August federal judge

William Yohn rejected four “friend of the

court" briefs in support of Jamal’s habeas

corpus petition to have his conviction

overturned which were submitted by the

NAACP, the National Conference of

Black Lawyers, the American Civil Lib-

erties Union and British Members of Par-

liament, among others. Yohn dismissed

these briefs—which pointed to racist

jury-rigging and other blatant frame-up

procedures in Jamal’s 1982 trial—as

"unnecessary and unhelpful.” bringing

to mind the 1987 U.S. Supreme Court

McCleskey decision that overwhelming
evidence of the racist application of the

death penalty was "irrelevant"

Mumia is innocent and should be free.

The power that must be mobilized in the

fight to win his freedom lies in the multi-

racial working class, which in taking up

this struggle will strike a blow against the

entire capitalist system (hat is predicated

on the brutal exploitation of labor and

in which the racist oppression of black

people is rooted. Hands off Ernest Ford!

Free Mumia now! Abolish the racist death

penalty!

Down With Union-Busting

Against Philly Teachers!
On September 28, Democratic mayor

John Street decreed the unilateral im-

position of a giveback contract on the

21,000 members of the Philadelphia

Federation of Teachers (PFT), who have

been working without a contract since

schools opened last month. Hundreds of

angry teachers protested outside the

Board of Education that night as it im-

plemented the dictate, tearing up even

the pretext of "collective bargaining.” If

allowed to stand, this union-busting

move poses a dangerous threat to public

employee unions around the country.

The dictated “contract” would gut

teachers’ seniority rights, increase med-

ical co-payments and add an hour to the

workday and two days to the school

year—a 16 percent increase in work
hours. At the same time, the five-year

contract grants an insulting “raise” aver-

aging just over 3 percent a year, with a

wage freeze the first year, with Philly

teachers even now earning 20 percent

less than those in the suburbs. And the

8,000 non-teaching PFT members

—

secretaries, nurses, counselors—would
get even less. One teacher who comes
from Uruguay told the Philadelphia

Inquirer (29 September), “I came from

a country where we are used to fighting

back dictatorships. If we have to work,

you should have to pay.”

A 10,000-strong union rally on Sep-

tember 5 voted unanimously to strike,

but PFT head Ted Kirsch repeatedly

refused to call out the membership, hid-

ing behind Governor Ridge’s threat to

take over the school district and deny

certification and pensions to any teach-

ers who went out on strike. Black Dem-
ocrat Street worked hand in hand with

Republican Ridge against the PFT,

whose membership is nearly 40 percent

black or Hispanic. Street was elected

last year with the support of the PFT
tops and the Philadelphia AFL-CIO. But

Street had demonstrated his anti-union

stand long before the election. As a city

councilman in 1981, Street acted as

a scabherder against the last teachers

strike in Philly. He also helped force

giveback contracts on the city’s munic-

ipal unions as an aide to former Demo-
cratic mayor Ed Rendell in the 1990s.

The bipartisan assault on the PFT is

sanctioned by Pennsylvania’s anti-union

Act 46, passed two years ago. New York
State’s Taylor Law, which outlaws

strikes by all public workers, was
recently used to railroad Buffalo teach-

ers union president Philip Rumore, who
was fined $1,000 and sentenced to 15

days in jail for leading an "illegal”

strike. Drop all charges against Rumore!
Down with Act 46 and the Taylor Law!
The teachers have won Support

among many working people who are

fed up with dilapidated schools, bad
hospitals, crumbling infrastructure and

the concessions wrung out of their

unions through successive Democratic

mayors. Street's union-busting under-

scores the need for working people and

minorities to break with the racist capi-

talist Democratic Party and forge a

party of their own. a workers party that

fights for a workers government.
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AP Breed

Thousands of youth who turned out for anti-“globalization" protests in Prague were met with a massive mobilization of police. Of the more than 900 arrested,

many were brutally mistreated and some are still being held.

"Velvet" Police State

Repression in Prague
An international team of young ICL

comrades from Germany, Poland and the

U.S. went to Prague to intervene in and

report on the recent protests against the

IMF/World Bank which drew youth from

all over the world. These protests were

advertised as the continuation of the

"Battle of Seattle.” Our purpose was to

counterpose our revolutionary proletar-

ian internationalist perspective to the

illusion that the imperialist powers can

be pressured to serve the interests of the

exploited and oppressed around the

world. The opening paragraph of the ICL
statement for the Prague protests had
great impact on those who were able to

make it in to the Czech Republic:

“'Turn Prague into Seattle"? Were it not

for the capitalist counterrevolution which
destroyed East Europe and the former
Soviet Union a decade ago, the World
Bank and the International Monetary

Fund would not be meeting in Prague!

The ‘velvet revolution' ripped Czecho-
slovakia apart and now the working peo-

ple, women and national and ethnic

minorities suffer the raw exploitation,

impoverishment and depredations of the

capitalist market. As for the illusions of

‘freedom,’ today police forces specially

trained by the American FBI and backed
up by NATO threaten labor and leftist

demonstrations with a brutal enforce-

ment of ‘law and order' for the imperial-

ist bankers."

Youth who tried to come to Prague to

participate in these protests got an object

lesson in the class nature of the police

forces that "serve and protect" the Czech
capitalist state. The Czech border was
heavily policed, and countless people

were held or turned away, either because

their names were supposedly on a list of

“undesirable persons" or simply for look-

ing like potential demonstrators. In the

train our team was on, police ransacked

all luggage in the second-class compart-

ments. These actions severely reduced the

numbers who might have attended.

Among those who did make it in, over

900 were arrested. As reported in the ICL
statement demanding the release of these

protesters (see page 5), those arrested

were subjected to police torture and many
are still being held. Since the statement

was issued, there have been further

reports of Israeli prisoners being sub-

jected to brutal anti-Semitic attacks; of

widespread vicious beatings resulting in

broken bones and teeth; women being

forced to perform sexual acts for prison

guards; and police letting in a group of

Nazi skinheads to join in “the party.” In

Italy, Switzerland, England. Germany,
Sweden and elsewhere, demonstrations

have been held protesting the arrests and

the brutal mistreatment of the imprisoned

youth by the Czech government. Free all

imprisoned leftist protesters in Prague

now!

What follows is based on reporters’

notebooks by our comrades who were in

Prague for the protests.

* * *

Sunday, September 24: Our team arrived

in Prague and went immediately to a

Workers Power (WP) meeting on “Glo-

bal Trade Union Work." While nominally

claiming to be a Trotskyist organization,

i.e., to be fighting for a world party of

socialist revolution that can lead the

working class to victory in smashing
imperialist exploitation and oppression.

Workers Power’s actual positions have

put them in the camp of imperialism. WP
backed the forces of counterrevolution

that destroyed the former Soviet Union
and the former deformed workers states

of East Europe. Last year, they stood on
the side of the Kosovo Liberation Army
which served as a tool for the NATO
imperialists during the terror bombing of
Serbia.

When comrades from our German sec-

tion intervened in the meeting to argue

that WP's claims to fight against the rav-

ages of capitalism are belied by their sup-

port to the forces of capitalist counterrev-

olution, we were threatened and silenced

by the chair of the meeting. Outside the

meeting, several people bought copies of

our English-language Spartacist (No. 55,

Autumn 1999) with its article exposing

those who took the side of imperial-

ism, opposing the Trotskyist position of

unconditional military defense of the

deformed workers states. Today this fight

is centered on the defense of the gains of

the 1949 Chinese-Revolution against cap-

italist restoration and for building a Trot-

skyist party that can lead the Chinese

workers in a proletarian political revolu-

tion to oust the Stalinist bureaucrats who
have undermined these gains and opened
the door to imperialist penetration.

Workers Power’s international, the

League for a Revolutionary Commu-
nist International (LRCI), declares that

“China’s long march to capitalism has

been completed" (“Make Red September
a Month to Remember! A Manifesto for

Revolutionary Change.” 27 July). Yet the

current issue of Revolution (the paper of

their youth group Revo) calls to “Halt

the market ‘reforms’ that are restoring

capitalism in Eastern Europe, the former

USSR, China, Vietnam, Korea and Cuba.

For working class democratic socialism

based on the rule of workers’ councils."

In the short time our comrades had to

speak at the WP meeting, we exposed

this contradiction. Obviously this stung

the leaders of Workers Power. In a demo
marking the conclusion of the "counter

summit" later that day, they tried to

physically intimidate and verbally harass

us as we pursued discussion with their

youth members. Such thuggery is com-
monly resorted to by those who cannot

defend the contradiction between their

WORKERS VANGUARD
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Italian "autonomes” of Ya Basta (left) in face-off with cops. Anarchists enter demo on morning of the 26th.

claims to Marxist revolutionary politics

and their actual practice.

In the evening we went to Strahov Sta-

dium, where many of the activists who
had come to the Prague protests were

staying. There we encountered a wide

divergence of political views, from those

who thought capitalism could be re-

formed, to a youth who described him-

self as somewhere between anarchism

and Marxism, because he was disaffected

with the reformism of groups like the

British Socialist Workers Party (SWP).

This would not be the last time that we
encountered protesters who had disdain

for the SWP and other left groups that

posture as Marxists while supporting

social-democratic governments. We had

an impact in driving home the basic ten-

ets of Marxism, the understanding that

the social power to genuinely defeat

imperialist exploitation lies in the hands

of the working class mobilized behind a

revolutionary leadership.

Monday, September 25: Workers Power

held another meeting, this one called

“World Revolution Youth Forum." We
ran into Revo members who obviously

thought that their organization did. and

should, defend the Chinese deformed

workers state; they were not able to

explain the contradiction between this

and the official position of their inter-

national that China is already a capital-

ist state.

The meeting centered on tactics for the

demo and people’s “experiences” in the

anti-"globalization" movement. It was so

apolitical and boring that participants

didn’t pay much attention to the presen-

tation. Instead several were poring over

ICL literature they’d gotten beforehand.

We had spoken to several Czech members

of their youth group who either didn't

know or couldn’t believe that WP had

supported the forces of capitalist counter-

revolution and had gone so far as to join

the reactionary rabble—who were the

spearhead for the destruction of the

Soviet degenerated workers state—on

Yeltsin’s barricades in August 1991. The

following day. while we were continuing

this discussion with a Revo member,

proof was provided as just at that moment
their very representative on the barricades

walked by! In contrast to the traitors of

Workers Power (who now claim that they

never supported counterrevolution) the

Young Spartacus

Cliffites hailed capitalist counter-

revolution in East Europe, peddled
illusions in Prague that imperialism

could be made more humane.

ICL said the Moscow workers should

have cleared out the pro-capitalist forces

on the barricades, which would have

opened the road for a proletarian political

revolution (see Spartacisi pamphlet How
the Soviet Workers State Was Strangled,

August 1993).

During the discussion at this meeting,

the WP chair once again tried to cen-

sor our politics. He gleefully crowed

that since we don’t support the call for

the demonstration, we should not be

allowed to speak and should leave the

meeting. We argued that we should have

the right to put forward our revolutionary

program, which is indeed counterposed

to the efforts of the leaders of the so-

called anti-“globalization” movement to

amnesty imperialist rulers who are the

authors of the mass poverty and oppres-

sion of the “Third World." Reinforc-

ing such illusions, Workers Power pub-

lished an appeal which they signed along

with the Czech Komsomol (Communist

Party youth group) calling to “Establish

a democratically controlled international

development bank which would provide

needed investment to education, health

service, infrastructure and housing!"

Good luck creating an imperialist institu-

tion that doesn’t serve the interests of the

imperialists!

Faced with our protests against WP’s
political censorship, the chair had to take

a vote. The overwhelming majority of the

audience voted to hear our views. Our

speaker pointed to our resolute opposition

to agencies such as Polish Solidarno&5

—

a counterrevolutionary “union" backed by

the Vatican, the CIA, and the Western

banks. He pointed to the struggle waged

by our international tendency in 1989-90

for proletarian political revolution in the

former East German (DDR) deformed

workers state against the capitalist annex-

ation of the DDR by the Fourth Reich of

German imperialism. Workers Power

argued at the time that all tendencies in

Solidamo£<5 sought the restoration of cap-

italism. ..but supported it anyway!

In the midst of whispers of disbelief

that their organization had supported Sol-

idarno£<5 and literally stood on the Yeltsin

barricades, the chair of the meeting tried

to shut us up. But a member of their

Czech organization who was the transla-

tor at the meeting insisted that there be

silence so he could finish translating our

remarks. Our speaker continued, noting

that WP's support for the forces of capi-

talist restoration derives from accommo-

dation to the rule of their own bourgeoi-

sie. as is expressed particularly in their

fealty to the social-democratic parties,

like Tony Blair’s Labour Party, who are

enforcing the dictates of capitalist auster-

ity throughout Europe. We exposed their

support to Blair’s Labour Party in the war

against Serbia, which they gave in the

name of defending the national rights of

the Kosovar Albanians. The ICL had

defended these rights long before the rest

of the left had taken up their cause to line

up behind NATO’s call for war against

Serbia. But during the war, the defense of

the right of self-determination for the

Kosovar Albanians was subordinate to,

and became the clarion call for, the

NATO imperialists’ terror bombing. The
ICL called for defense of Serbia and the

defeat of the NATO imperialists, while

not giving any political support to Ser-

bian nationalist strongman Milosevic.

There was a meeting later that day to

“Refound the Fourth International,” with

speakers from the Italian group Proposta

and the Greek Workers Revolutionary

Party, which would have been comical if

it hadn't been so pathetic. As we argued

in the meeting, these groups are a walk-

ing repudiation of Trotsky’s Fourth Inter-

national, whose purpose was to forge the

revolutionary leadership of the world

proletariat in the fight to overthrow capi-

talist imperialism. Having stood in the

camp of imperialist anti-Sovietism, at the

meeting they made clear that they have

now dumped any defense of the Chinese

deformed workers state, which they

declare to be capitalist.

What really got their goat was

when we pressed them to answer a ques-

tion about their position on the “anti-

pedophilia” witchhunts in Britain and

Italy which are direct assaults on the

rights of gays and women. As Lenin

argued, a revolutionary party is a "trib-

une of the people,” defending the rights

of those victimized by the capitalist

state. After trying to ignore the issue

of this reactionary bourgeois campaign,

when asked again what their position

was the Greek translator left the room in

apparent disgust, and then returned to the

room to claim that we Spartacists abstain

from struggle on behalf of the working

class and oppressed!

That night at Strahov, we met an Ital-

ian student who had been put off by

what she understood to be Trotskyism

based on her experience with the United

Secretariat and its support to the refor-

We publish below a protest letter

sent by the International Communist

League on September 30 to Czech

president Vaclav Havel, the Ministry

of the Interior and Czech embassies in

various countries.

The International Communist League

(Fourth Internationalist) demands the

immediate release of all leftists

arrested while protesting against the

World Bank and IMF summit in

Prague on September 26 and 27,

2000. We further demand that all

charges against them be dropped. The

Czech-based OPH (Obcanske Pravni

Hlidky) legal observers report 859

overwhelmingly Czech prisoners and

most are being denied legal recourse.

Other reports indicate that the actual

number of prisoners may be much
higher.

Released prisoners and other wit-

nesses have reported extreme police

brutality. The Italian Liberazione (30

September) reports that one woman,
Silvya Jolanda Machova, was thrown

from the window of a Prague police

station and required surgery (police

reports say that she “fell”). Other

reports, including in the German
junge Welt, indicate severely violent

beatings, denial of water and food,

"disappearance" of prisoners, denial

of medical attention to injured demon-

strators as well as medicine to the

sick, extreme overcrowding with

reports of 22 demonstrators crammed
into a 4 square meter cell while 30

demonstrators were kept in an outdoor

courtyard overnight without blankets

or food. Liberazione reports that the

police released 500 foreign prisoners

yesterday, leaving them in the middle

of desolate countryside. Eyewitness

reports by released prisoners also

mist parties who have joined in capital-

ist governments. She was thrilled to see

the front page of our Italian newspaper,

Spartaco. calling to break with the class-

collaborationist policies of Rifondazione

Comunista, which had supported the Ital-

ian government and continues to serve the

interests of the bourgeoisie as particularly

exemplified in its grotesque arguments

for the racist expulsion of refugees from

North Africa and the Balkans from Italy.

Tuesday, September 26: Demonstrators

gathered at Namesti Miru in the center of

Prague at 9 a.m. The crowd was made up

of various left organizations, anar-

chists and independent activists. Slogans

ranged from “Make Love not Trade”

to “WB&IMF Cause Poverty" to “Unity

Is Strength.” Some 13,000 cops were

brought from around the Czech Repub-

lic. Three marches pulled out around

1 1 a.m. with the stated goal of trying to

get as close as possible to the Congress

Center (the meeting place of the IMF)

continued on page 6

describe processing rooms where

groups of 40 to 60 people were

spread-eagled while being beaten,

their heads knocked back, groins

kicked and punched, while handcuffed

protesters were thrown downstairs.

The police brutality was obviously

long planned. The Czech government

worked overtime before the protests to

seal the borders against protesters.

FBI and Scotland Yard advisers pro-

vided lists of potential demonstrators.

The Czech government banned the

demonstrations while borrowing tear

gas grenades from Germany and water

cannons from Greece. Some 12,800

armed police were mobilized, twice as

many as the official police count of

demonstrators. This was clearly aimed

at punishing the demonstrators to

prove that this former deformed work-

ers state has a reliable bourgeois state

apparatus to defend capitalism against

its working class and plebeian vic-

tims. This inhuman treatment of

young leftist demonstrators exposes

the lies of “freedom" of opinion and

press put forward as bait by propo-

nents of the so-called “velvet revolu-

tion" which was actually a social

counterrevolution which has brought

widespread misery through the resto-

ration of capitalism. Capitalist coun-

terrevolution has led to a surge in

anti-Semitism and terror directed at

the Roma people.

We stand as proletarian internation-

alists in the tradition that “an injury to

one is an injury to all.” Once again we
demand the immediate release of all

the leftist demonstrators and the drop-

ping of all charges against them. We
will publicize these atrocities to the

working classes throughout Europe,

the Americas and Asia.

Free Imprisoned Leftist

Protesters in Prague!
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Columbia Spectator Witchhunts
We publish below a leaflet headlined

“Edward Said, Eloquent Champion of

Palestinian Rights—Spectator, Apolo-

gists for Zionist State Terror" which

was issued by the New York Sparlacus

Youth Club on September 21 and sub-

mitted for publication to the Spectator

Opinion page.

On September 5, Columbia students

read a scurrilous attack on noted scholar

and Columbia professor Edward Said

in the Columbia Daily Spectator. The

Spectator lakes Said to task for tossing

a stone (!) into Israel from across the

border with Lebanon. An editorial goes

on about Said’s "violent act.” Another

piece, by professors Awi Federgruen

(a senior vice dean of the Graduate

School of Business) and Robert Pollack

(a former Columbia College dean), de-

nounced as “abhorrent and primitive”

Said’s "gratuitous act of random vio-

lence. ..aimed at innocent bystanders.”

Federgruen and Pollack threaten: “Here

at Columbia, the Rules of University

Conduct’ would classify the same act

committed on the Columbia campus as

a 'serious violation’ and would sanction

it with suspension or dismissal from

University service.”

The hysteria in the Spectator about

Said’s “violent act” is a Zionist witch-

hunt. In his response, Professor Said

properly indicted “the enormous ravages

and suffering caused by decades of mil-

itary occupation and dispossession."

The Zionist rulers hurl not stones but

bullets and bombs at innocent civilians.

For 18 years, Israeli troops and their

Lebanese mercenaries occupied South-

ern Lebanon. Israel has repeatedly

bombed Lebanese towns and cities, kill-

ing thousands and driving hundreds of

thousands more from their homes. In

1982, the Israeli rulers orchestrated the

massacre of well over a thousand Pales-

tinians in the refugee camps of Sabra

and Shatila. Thousands of Palestinians

languish in Israel’s torture chambers,

and thousands more have been killed by

occupation forces in the West Bank and

Gaza. But the only “violence" the Zion-

ist apologists at the Spectator see is a

stone falling on empty ground in Israel.

The Spartacus Youth Club says: Defend

the Palestinian people against Zionist

state repression! All Israeli troops and

settlers out of the Occupied Territories!

What chutzpah for Columbia to

preach about "violence" to Edward

Said over his courageous, symbolic act

of defiance in solidarity with the

oppressed. This elite institution, infa-

mous racist slumlord in its own back-

yard. whose business is training the

next generation of capitalist ideologues

and exploiters, is up to its elbows

inflicting suffering and death abroad.

Who knows what services the School

of International and Public Affairs and

its graduates have rendered to rapacious

U.S. imperialism as it starves and ter-

rorizes workers and peasants abroad?

The Spectator is in bad company. The

July 14 Daily News featured a version of

this attack on Said by Jaime Sneider,

editor of the Spectator editorial page, in

the op-ed section. Then Federgruen and

Pollack, charging “a pattern of misrep-

resentation and deception," picked up

from the execrable right-wing Zionist

Commentary a smear about "lies” in

Said’s autobiography.

These types hate Said not least

because he has refused to go along with

the U.S. -sponsored "peace" sham in the

Near East, which means the continued

subjugation of the Palestinian people,

now in collusion with Yasir Arafat’s Pal-

estinian Authority. In his 1996 book

Peace and Its Discontents, Said called

the Palestinian Authority a “kingdom of

illusions, with Israel firmly in com-

mand.” Said, in admirable contrast to

most political figures in the Near East,

does not wallow in the communalist par-

ticularisms of religion and nationality,

but advocates a single, binational, and

thus secular Palestinian stale.

Unfortunately, no such solution is

possible within a capitalist framework.

Israel/Palestine is a case of interpene-

trated peoples: two or more peoples

occupying the same territory. Under

capitalism the democratic right of

national self-determination cannot be

achieved for one people without violat-

ing the rights of the other. The only road

to peace in the region lies through

socialist revolution. Zionist Israel,

which counts on its American protectors

and its nukes to preserve its "right" to

lord it over a hundred million or so

Arabs in the region, is a deathtrap for

Jews. It must be shattered from within

by workers revolution led by a Leninist

vanguard party which breaks the

Hebrew-speaking workers from Zionist

racism and wins the Palestinian Arab

masses from petty-bourgeois national-

ism and Islamic fundamentalism, unit-

ing them in struggle against their com-

mon capitalist enemies. Not Jew against

Arab, but class against class! For a

socialist federation of the Near East!

Professor Said lends distinction to

Columbia’s prestige as an institution of

higher learning. But he falls too far

afoul of the politics of the American rul-

ing class for his worldwide reputation as

a scholar and author to protect him

much. We are glad to see some Columbia

professors now coming out in defense

of their colleague. The Spartacus Youth

Club also stands with Edward Said

against the vicious slurs raised by the

Spectator editors, who seek to silence

any criticism of the Zionist rulers and

their senior partners in Washington and

to whitewash their truly violent crimes.

Prague...
(continuedfrom page 5)

and blocking roads leading to it. The

marches took different routes and had

different ideas for what actions to take.

Cops began attacking the demonstra-

tors at 1:10 p.m., a battle that lasted for

hours. Two thousand demonstrators, later

swelling to three thousand, held a bridge

against a line of cops for several hours.

At 3:24, the first flaming barricades built

by demonstrators went up. Czech TV
reported that the delegates inside the

conference center were “very nervous.”

Police were using water cannons and

tear gas. At 4:28, Czech president Vac-

lav Havel denounced the demonstra-

tors. At 5:15, police charged into demon-

strators near the conference center and

demonstrators threw cobblestones from

the street. Video footage has shown

agents provocateurs dressed as anarchists

smashing shop windows and then scurry-

ing safely through police lines, to be

seen arresting demonstrators later. At

6:30, INPEG (Initiative Against Eco-

nomic Globalization) organizers called

to stop the blockade of the confer-

ence center, and demonstrators went

to the State Opera to prevent delegates

from attending a scheduled performance,

which they succeeded in doing.

That night at Strahov, reactions to the

events of the day varied widely. There

was a lot of talk about tactics; whether the

most effective protest is to engage in

street battles, or if the fighting detracted

from the "message” of peaceful appeals

for the reform of the IMF and World
Bank. Most were easily persuaded to dis-

cuss the politics of the demo, and they

were very up front about their goals,

which were often simply to build larger

and more frequent demos. Protesters

were surprised to hear that on that same
day, two thousand truckers in Berlin had

succeeded in completely shutting down
the city in protest over high fuel prices,

while the protests in Prague had simply

caused a disturbance, leaving them to

hope that someone had noticed.

A group at Strahov were thrilled that

there had been a comparison made in the

media between the Prague protests and

the student protests in Paris in 1968. But

’68 wasn’t simply a matter of throwing

cobblestones and building barricades.

Rather, what happened was a general

strike, a mobilization of the proletariat

which directly posed the possibility of

working-class revolution. That opportu-

nity was betrayed by the Stalinist mis-

leaders of the working class, whose class-

collaborationist politics preserved the

rule of the bourgeoisie. Those are the les-

sons that need to be learned by a new gen-

eration of youth who genuinely do want

to fight the depredations of imperialism

around the globe.

Groups like the International Socialists

(Socialist Workers Party in Britain) call to

"Stop the IMFAVB.” Similarly, Workers

Power states in the July/August issue of

their British paper that "We don’t need to

reform the IMF. we need to get rid of it."

These outfits believe that somehow these

institutions have transcended the imperi-

alist powers. And by that token, they ped-

dle the illusion that we would have a just

and humane world if the IMF and World

Bank ceased to exist. This is a lie! Even

before the existence of these institutions,

the division of the world between com-

peting imperialist powers meant brutal

exploitation and oppression, and the com-

petition for markets resulted in bloody

world wars where the working class was

sent out to fight and die for the interests

of their capitalist rulers.

The activists who engaged in street

battles with riot cops in an effort to

blockade the Congress Center and make

demands on the IMFAVB in Prague were

courageous in seeking to make a fight

against injustice. But for all their mili-

tancy, their politics simply come down to

pleading with the world bourgeoisie to

reform itself and to stop acting like capi-

talist exploiters. An Italian anarchist was

quoted as having declared to the Russian

news agency ITAR-TASS: “This is a

general storming. We are attacking so as

to break into the palace and lock up there

the World Bankers until they adopt the

decision of self-dispersal of the IMF and

the WB." As we argued, this sentiment is

an utterly utopian dream. It is the system

of capitalist imperialism in its relentless

drive for profit that causes poverty and

exploitation.

The anarchist and idealist youth in

Prague were handed a big. lesson: there’s

something called “the state” and it stands

between them and human freedom. With-

out a Marxist program, they have no way

to get rid of it and even less of an idea of

how to replace it. Our task is to build the

revolutionary party that seeks to mobilize

the working class as an independent polit-

ical force against the capitalist exploiters

of each country, on the road to world

socialist revolution, which is the only

possible way to bring an end to the rav-

ages of imperialism.*

Spartacus Youth Club Class Series

BERKELEY
Introduction to Marxism

Tuesdays, 7 p.m.

October 10: Imperialism

October 17: Russian Revolution

U.C. Berkeley, 79 Dwinelle Hall

For information and readings:

(510) 839-0851

BOSTON
Imperialism, the

Bolshevik Revolution and the
Fight for Communism

Saturday, October 14, 12 noon
Harvard University

Science Center Room 109

For information: (617) 666-9453

CHICAGO
Revolutionary Marxism
Alternate Saturdays, 3 p.m.

October 14: Marxism and the Fight

for Socialist Revolution

328 S. Jefferson St., Suite 904
(near Clinton stop on the Blue Line)

For information and readings:

(312) 454-4930

MINNEAPOLIS
Revolutionary Marxism
Alternate Fridays, 4:30 p.m.

October 13: Marxism and the Fight

for Socialist Revolution

Carlson 1127, Minneapolis Campus
University of Minnesota

For information and readings:

(312) 454-4930

NEW YORK CITY

Revolutionary Marxism
Alternate Thursdays, 7 p.m.

October 12: The State, Bourgeois
Elections and the Need for a

Workers Party

Hamilton Hall, Room 302, Columbia

For information and readings:

(212) 267-1025

TORONTO
The Fight for

Revolutionary Marxism
Alternate Wednesdays, 7 p.m.

October 18: Imperialism,

The Highest Stage of Capitalism
International Student Centre

U of T, 33 St. George Street

For information and readings:

(416) 593-4138

VANCOUVER
The Fight for

Revolutionary Marxism
Alternate Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.

October 18: The Bolshevik

Revolution: How the Working
Class Took Power

SUB, Room 211, University of BC
For information and readings:

(604) 687-0353

Visit the ICL
Web Site!

www. ici-fi.org
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Protest outside

New York City INS
office against
detention of

immigrants,
September 1999.

Immigrants...
(continued from pane 12)

construction and landscaping jobs in the

eastern Long Island town of Farming-

ville and other Suffolk County suburbs.

Living in fear of la migra , the hated

Immigration and Naturalization Service

(INS), such undocumented workers are

vulnerable to the most vicious exploita-

tion and racist abuse.

Many of those who hire these workers

for 12-hour jobs at $100 (when the work-

ers aren't short-changed or stiffed out-

right) are cockroach capitalist contractors

or well-heeled yuppies too lazy to clean

their own swimming pools or weed their

own gardens. After a day's work, these

immigrants go back to apartments where

they are forced to pay extortionate rents

and live with 1 5 or 20 others. As hundreds

stand every morning at the corner of a 7-

Lleven parking lot. waiting desperately to

be picked up for a day job. the esquineros

(from the Spanish word for corner) are

subjected to insults, harassment and racist

slurs. Every Saturday, the Sachem Qual-

ity of Life (SQOL) group, local affiliate of

the sinister Federation for American

Immigration Reform (FAIR), stages a

racist “picket" at the Farmingville corner

with signs reading “Go Home!" and

"Stop the Crime!"

The attack against the two Mexi-

can laborers came only a few weeks after

the Suffolk County legislature narrowly

voted down a bill pushed by SQOL to

force the INS to carry out raids in Farm-

ingville. A few years ago, the legislature

passed a measure to impose an “English

only" policy in the county, which was

spiked only through an executive veto. A
scurrilous column in the liberal Long

Island Newsday (25 September) follow-

ing the Farmingville attack was headlined

“Immigration—Synonym for Lawless-

ness" and ranted that “illegal immigrants

descend on certain communities" and

create a “state of anarchy."

This demonstrates the racist reality of

the supposedly new. liberal climate for

immigrants in the U S. touted by the cap-

italist media. As often happens dur-

ing periods of economic expansion, the

American ruling class has loosened some

of the draconian immigration restric-

tions enacted during the 1980s and '90s,

and the INS has cut back on its gestapo-

like roundups of undocumented factory

workers. But when the economy turns

down, especially in a prolonged and deep

depression, the bourgeoisie will move to

round these workers up en masse and

throw them out. The capitalists use these

vulnerable, superexploited workers to

keep wages down for all workers. At the

same time, they seek out highly trained

computer and software specialists front

India and elsewhere. Meanwhile, the mil-

itarization of the border with Mexico con-

tinues apace, driving scores of desperate

immigrants to their death through drown-

ing or in desert wastelands every year.

Despite their precarious situation, the

Suffolk County laborers have sought to

defend themselves against the racists A
few weeks before the attack on Escamilla

and Perez, the immigrants chased off the

SQOL rabble with yells of 'fascistas

On September 19. hundreds marched

through Farmingville to protest the mur-

derous assault. Another protest was held

in New York City's Union Square on

September 26. organized by the Work-

place Project and the Tepeyac Associa-

tion. A central demand raised by the pro-

test organizers was to call on the Justice

Department and FBI to investigate the

Farmingville attack, sowing illusions in

the very government that has enacted

and enforced draconian anti-immigrant

legislation

A call issued by the Coordinadora 96-

2000 coalition for an immigrant rights

rally in Washington. D.C. on October 14

appeals to the federal government for

a series of reforms, including uncondi-

tional amnesty for all undocumented

immigrants. But the unvarnished aim of

the Coordinadora, endorsed by CASA
Aztl3n, La Raza and other Latino and

immigrant groups as well as a handful

of labor organizations, is to pressure the

Democratic Party in the lead-up to the

November elections and, implicitly, to

hustle Latino votes for this racist capi-

talist "lesser evil." The call amnesties

the Latino and other Democratic Party

politicians who voted for the bipartisan

1996 Illegal Immigrant and Immigrant

Responsibility Act signed by Clinton,

claiming they never “imagined the devas-

tating effects”— i.e„ the deportation of

hundreds of thousands of undocumented

workers. Coordinadora explicitly appeals

to Clinton to “execute an Executive

Decision" to give immigrant workers

and their families "full human and civil

rights” under the provisions of the 1964

Civil Rights Act. while cynically asking:

"Did we even exist in the eyes of the lead-

ers and participants of the Civil Rights

movement?”
This thinly veiled attack on the strug-

gle for black equality serves only to fur-

ther the capitalists’ schemes to pit one

sector of the oppressed against another,

in particular black and Latino workers

competing for the same miserable, low-

wage jobs. The forcible segregation of

the majority of the black population at the

bottom of this society is the cornerstone

of racist American capitalism. The color

bar is a fundamental dividing line, a

key prop for obscuring the irreconcilable

divide between labor and capital. The

fight for immigrant rights and the eman-

cipation of the working class as a whole

can only go forward hand in hand with

the fight for black freedom. For black lib-

eration through socialist revolution!

Appealing to the capitalist Democratic

Party and the agencies of the same capi-

talist state which terrorizes and deports

immigrants is a dead end. The proletariat

is the one force in this society with the

social power and class interest to defend

immigrant rights. Immigrant workers

—

many with traditions of combative class

struggle in their homelands—now make

up at least 12 percent of the workforce,

heavily represented in such industries as

construction, hotel and restaurant, gar-

ment. agriculture and meatpacking. The

multiracial labor movement must be

mobilized to defend immigrant workers,

on and off the job. Anyone who has

made it to this country should have the

right to stay here! Labor must demand:

Full citizenship rights for all immigrants,

"legal" or "illegal"!

In a letter to the Ne\v York Times (29

September) on the Farmingville outrage.

NYC Central Labor Council president

Brian McLaughlin, whose base is in the

construction trades, wrote. "For us in the

labor movement, this is a call to act." But

the only “action" McLaughlin proposed

is to support an AFL-CIO resolution

calling for amnesty for three million

undocumented immigrants and “to push

for improved public policy to protect the

rights and enhance the lives of immi-

grant workers in New York." What is

needed is to unleash the kind of power

seen on the streets of New York two

years ago. when 40,000 construction

workers fed up with the increasing use

of non-union contractors surged through

Midtown Manhattan, sweeping aside

an army of cops as they chanted. "Here

comes the union!” and “Whose city? Our

city!" A militant rally of NYC area

unionists in Farmingville could quickly

put a stop to the anti-immigrant attacks

and act as a launching pad for organizing

day laborers with full union wages, bene-

fits and working conditions.

The organization of immigrant work-

ers. from Los Angeles to North Carolina,

has accounted for much of the recent

increase in trade-union membership.

After decades of supporting tighter

immigration controls and INS roundups,

under John Sweeney the AFL-CIO
bureaucracy has been forced to take

notice of this vibrant new component of

the working class, if largely to maintain

its dues base. But far from championing

the cause of undocumented immigrants,

the pro-capitalist labor lops propose "an

alternative policy to reduce undocu-

mented immigration and prevent em-

ployer abuse": an amnesty for immi-

grants currently in the country, the better

to keep out future immigrants.

Meanwhile, the AFL-CIO misleaders

continue to push chauvinist protec-

tionism—like the Teamsters' crusade

against a NAFTA provision allowing

Mexican truckers to operate on U.S.

highways—which further tuels anti-

immigrant racism. The labor tops seek to

line up U.S workers behind the interests

of the American ruling class and against

their class brothers and sisters in Mex-

ico. We communists stand for joint class

struggle on both sides of the border and

oppose NAFTA from the standpoint

of proletarian internationalism. NAFTA
means U.S. imperialism’s “free trade"

rape of Mexico, driving millions of

workers and peasants there into even

greater poverty.

What is needed is a massive organizing

drive around the country, both to defend

immigrant and minority workers against

racist abuse and discrimination by the

capitalists and to strengthen the unions,

which today cover barely 10 percent of all

workers in private industry. A successful

organizing drive would cost the employ-

ers billions in increased wages and bene-

fits To win, it would have to defy and

defeat Southern "right to work"' laws and

the whole panoply of anti-union legisla-

tion enforced by the cops and courts of

the capitalist state. This is anathema to

the AFL-CIO tops, who act to chain the

unions to the capitalist class enemy and

the capitalist slate, particularly through

their support to the Democratic Party. The

fight to organize the unorganized and

defend the unions can only go forward in

a struggle to oust the pro-capitalist labor

bureaucracy and build a class-struggle

leadership of labor.

Full and equal rights for immigrants,

blacks and other minorities, decent hous-

ing and jobs, free quality health care and

education for all can only be achieved

through a workers revolution which

smashes the capitalist profit system and

ushers in an egalitarian socialist society.

That is the aim of the Spartacist League.

As we wrote in "Capitalist Rulers Wage

War on Blacks. Immigrants” (WV No.

653. 1 1 October 1996) on the eve of a

mass immigrant rights march initiated by

Coordinadora 96: "Workers and minor-

ities do not need a Messer' evil party of

racist capitalism but a revolutionary

workers party which champions the cause

of all the oppressed, fighting for full citi-

zenship rights for all immigrants!”*
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Garment factory in China. Influx of imperialist and overseas Chinese capital

has meant brutal exploitation for millions of workers.

China...
(continuedfrom page I)

pointed out that, in this struggle. Mao
Zedong's theory of anti-revisionism, pre-

venting revisionism, anti-capitalist resto-

ration. will be the most powerful and

effective weapon."

This article was not published in an

obscure underground journal put out

by a handful of old-line dissident Mao-

ists. It was published legally in the Cen-

tral Current, a nationally known and

widely read journal founded in 1990

with the approval of the CCP's Central

Department of Propaganda. Despite a

recent crackdown on political opposition

and dissent. Central Current continues

to appear Clearly, this publication,

whose staled intent is to "use Marxism-

PART ONE OF TWO

Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought as guid-

ance,” has friends and protectors in very

high places. The existence of this kind

of journal is a surface manifestation of

factional differences within the Chinese

bureaucracy. And those differences are

undoubtedly sharpening in the face

of the current mass upsurge in worker

unrest, as hundreds of thousands of

workers are being laid off from state-

owned factories and other enterprises.

These divisions within the CCP illus-

trate the Trotskyist understanding of

China as a deformed workers state. From

the time it seized power in 1949, the

CCP patterned its rule on the bureau-

cratic regime which usurped political

power from the proletariat in the Soviet

Union in 1924 through a political coun-

terrevolution led by Stalin. The rise of

this relatively privileged layer grew out

of the backwardness and poverty inher-

ited by the Soviet state from tsarist Rus-

sia and the failure of the socialist revolu-

tion to spread to the advanced capitalist

countries, particularly Germany. While

not overturning the proletarian property

forms established as a result of the Octo-

ber Revolution of 1917, the Stalinist

regime repudiated the revolutionary

internationalism that animated the Bol-

sheviks and embraced the anti-Marxist

dogma of "socialism in one country."

Common to the Stalinist bureaucracy

which ruled the Soviet degenerated

workers state and that which has ruled

the Chinese deformed workers state from

its inception is its nature as a brittle,

contradictory caste, not a possessing

class. Parasitically resting on the prole-

tarian property forms from which it

derives its privileged position, the

bureaucracy simultaneously acts as a

transmission belt for the pressures of the

capitalist world market on the Chinese

deformed workers state. Thus, in antici-

pation of China’s entry into the World
Trade Organization (WTO), Beijing has

accelerated the pace of privatizations and

retrenchment of state-owned enterprises.

At the same time, the regime has

attempted to mollify the angry workers

and peasants through “anti-corruption"

campaigns, even executing some high-

ranking officials, and has occasionally

reversed some of its own "free market”

measures. This is not because the Stalin-

ists are irrevocably committed to defense

of the collectivized economy. As Trotsky

wrote of the Soviet bureaucracy in The

Revolution Betrayed (1936). "It contin-

ues to preserve state property only to the

extent that it fears the proletariat.”

“Market Socialism" and
Neo-Maoism
To be sure, Wei’s article does not

openly denounce the Jiang/Zhu regime

and its pro-capitalist, pro-imperialist pol-

icies, e.g.. China's drive to jointhe WTO.
That’s not permitted in a public journal

which has to have at least the unofficial

sanction of the Communist Party. But

readers of Central Current get the mes-

sage—written, so to speak, between the

lines. While exalting Mao as a great rev-

olutionary. Wei’s article does not even

mention his successor, Deng Xiaoping,

who introduced "market socialism"

—

which he called "socialism with Chinese

characteristics"—and invited large-scale

investment by Western, Japanese and off-

shore Chinese capitalists in Taiwan, Hong
Kong and elsewhere. Deng is thus con-

demned by conspicuous omission.

Ming Bao

Women workers in Hanchuan, Hubei
province protest layoffs. Banners
read: “We Want to Eat” and “We Want
to Live.”

Wei also praises Mao for opposing the

“revisionism” of Soviet leader Nikita

Khrushchev in the late 1950s and early

’60s. But Wei’s real target is the post-

Mao Chinese "revisionist” leaders Deng
and his successor. Jiang. At least the

older generation of Chinese know that

during the “Cultural Revolution" of the

1960s, Mao branded Deng as “the sec-

ond leading person in authority taking

the capitalist road” and stripped him of

his political power for several years.

Wei Wei is not just a nostalgic, old-

line Maoist intellectual whose writings

have no bearing on power politics in Bei-

jing. Central Current is the public voice

of conservative Chinese Stalinist bureau-

crats, like former propaganda minister

Deng Liqun, who worry that the restora-

tion of “free market” capitalism will pro-

duce massive and incalculable social dis-

locations. It could even lead once again

to the subjugation and dismemberment

of China at the hands of Western and

Japanese imperialism.

Many top Chinese government offi-

cials and military men look at what hap-

pened to the Soviet Union with genuine

horror. As a consequence of capitalist

counterrevolution in 1991-92, a "super-

power" second only to the United States

was broken apart along national lines, its

industrial base dismantled, its military

power gutted, its society beset by politi-

cal turmoil. They see demobilized for-

mer Soviet military officers reduced to

penury and homelessness. They see for-

mer Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev,

once a respected world figure, now act-

ing as a public relations man for an

American pizza company!

But even more than they fear the

unhappy fate of their former Soviet coun-

terparts, Beijing Stalinist bureaucrats fear

the Chinese working class. And rightly

so. The protesting molybdenum miners

and their families literally took over the

town of Yangjiazhangzi for three days

before being quelled by the army.

According to one police report from the

central province of Anhui, it has become

common to see “workers collectively

besieging enterprise leaders, hurling abuse

at them, and even detaining them under

duress.” The Chinese Labor Ministry

reports that there were more than 120,000

labor disputes last year— 14 times more

than in 1992—from petitions to strikes.

The Chinese bureaucracy instinctively

knows that it cannot suppress this level of

labor unrest just by using the police and

army. Some army units, mainly consist-

ing of the conscripted sons of poor peas-

ants, might even go over to the side of the

rebellious workers. So the bureaucracy

also tries to politically pacify the workers

by promising them a better future. Jiang,

Zhu & Co. promise prosperity through

China’s greater integration into the world

capitalist economy. But having experi-

enced the ravages of "market reforms” for

over two decades now, much of the Chi-

nese working class is skeptical or outright

hostile toward the advocates of a "social-

ist market economy."

So other sections of the bureaucracy

present a left face as represented by Cen-

tral Current. This neo-Maoist journal

offers a kind of reformism of the left. It

says in effect that there are influential

figures in the CCP who, if they gained

the upper hand, would eliminate the ram-

pant corruption and nepotism and curb

the increasing economic power of West-

ern, Japanese and offshore Chinese capi-

talists. They might even reconstruct the

“iron rice bowl" (guaranteed lifetime em-

ployment in state-owned enterprises) and

return to the supposedly more egalitarian

policies of the Mao era.

In reaction to the extreme inegalitar-

ianism promoted by Deng, who once

declared, "To be rich is glorious,” an

idealization of the Mao era has developed

in the popular consciousness of Chinese

society. During the 1989 student-centered

demonstrations in Tiananmen Square, a

contingent of young workers who joined

the mass protests carried placards with

Mao’s picture. The London Independent

(24 May 1989) commented at the time:

"While few would relish any return to

dogmatic Maoism, the past does offer an

appealing if highly romanticised vision

for many Chinese: prices were stable,

crime was low and unemployment was

unheard of.”

Stalinism with Chinese
Characteristics

Such idealization of the Mao era is cer-

tainly understandable. But Mao’s regime

was far from egalitarian and far from

socialist. Mao’s "Great Leap Forward" in

the late 1950s was an insane eco-

nomic adventure, exemplified by back-

yard steel furnaces, which ended in total

collapse and widespread starvation. The
destructive frenzy of the “Cultural Revo-

lution" which began in the mid-1960s—

a

decade-long, convulsive factional strug-

gle within the bureaucracy—took many
more lives than the massacre carried out

by the Deng regime to crush the Tian-

anmen protests.

In both China and the West. Mao and

Deng are viewed as polar opposites, the

one a communist visionary, the other a

pragmatic modernizer. In reality, both

represented the interests of the parasitic

bureaucracy which has governed China
since the 1949 Revolution and rests

on the planned collectivized economy

Inconh AKoIac Crtllo/'liAA

50 years after'independen'ce. In China, 1949 Revolution overthrowing capitalist rule^brouqht
enormous economic and social gains. Woman with bound feet in prerevolutionary China, students at Qinghua University in contemporary China.
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ushered in by the revolution. That revo-

lution shattered capitalist rule, seized the

land from the rapacious landlords and

threw off the yoke of imperialist subju-

gation. The creation of a planned econ-

omy laid the basis for enormous gains

for the workers and peasants.

But there was a qualitative difference

between the 1949 Chinese Revolution

and the Russian Revolution led by I^enin

and Trotsky’s Bolshevik Party. The Oc-

tober Revolution was carried out by

a class-conscious proletariat which saw

the seizure of power as the first step

toward world socialist revolution. In con-

trast. Mao's CCP came to power through

peasant-based guerrilla war and pro-

pounded the nationalist Stalinist dogma
of building “socialism in one country"

from the outset.

Writing in the mid- 19th century. Karl

Marx explained that in the absence of an

international socialist society based on

the highest level of technological anil

industrial development, “only want will

be generalized, and with want the strug-

gle for necessities begins again, and all

the old crap must revive." Flatly repudi-

ating Marx, the Stalinists preach the

idiocy that socialism, which both Marx
and Lenin identified as the lowest stage

of classless communist society, could be

built in a single country if only imperial-

ist military intervention were thwarted. In

practice, “socialism in one country"

meant opposition to the perspective of

workers revolution internationally. It

expressed the nationally limited interests

of the bureaucratic caste which usurped

political power in the Soviet Union in

1970). That alliance was sealed in 1972

when U.S. president Richard Nixon vis-

ited Beijing and embraced the Chairman

at the very moment that U.S. warplanes

were bombing Vietnam!

The alliance with the U.S. was contin-

ued and deepened under Deng. In 1979,

Deng ordered the People’s Liberation

Army (PLA) to invade Vietnam, the main

Soviet ally in Last Asia, with the approval

and encouragement of Washington. The
Vietnamese resisted effectively and in-

flicted 20,000 casualties on the PLA,
which retreated across the border. During

the final years of the Cold War in the

1980s, China bolstered American imperi-

alism in weakening and undermining the

Soviet Union—for example, giving aid to

the CIA-backed mujahedin cutthroats

fighting Soviet troops in Afghanistan

—

thereby furthering the counterrevolution-

ary drive which destroyed the USSR So

when the neo-Maoist Wei now laments

that this was "the greatest tragedy of this

century." he is being deeply hypocritical.

Chinese workers and left-wing intel-

lectuals must be won to the understand-

ing that it is Trotskyism—not Maoism,

i.e., Stalinism with Chinese characteris-

tics—which genuinely represents the rev-

olutionary Marxism of today. The Trot-

skyist International Communist League

stands for the unconditional military

defense of the Chinese deformed workers

state against imperialist attack and inter-

nal counterrevolution. Our defense of

China against the class enemy does not

depend on the prior overthrow of the Sta-

linist bureaucracy nor on the circum-

stances and immediate causes of a mili-

Workers in 1989
Tiananmen Square
protests carried

portraits of Mao
Zedong, looking
back to his claims
of egalitarianism
as they protested
effects of “market
reforms.”

1923-24 and turned the Communist Inter-

national from an instrument of the world

revolution into a tool for the bureau-

cracy’s illusory search for "peaceful co-

existence" with imperialism. Leon Trot-

sky’s Left Opposition fought against

the Stalinist betrayers to restore the rev-

olutionary, proletarian, internationalist

principles which animated the October

Revolution.

Within the nationalist framework of

"socialism in one country.” which is

counterposed to the perspective of inter-

national proletarian revolution, the re-

gimes of Mao and Deng pursued differ-

ent policies in different international

contexts. Nonetheless, in one very im-

portant respect their policies were sub-

stantially identical: the alliance with

U.S. imperialism against the Soviet

Union. Thus it is both ironic and hypo-

critical that today the neo-Maoist Wei
Wei writes: "The change of the nature in

East Europe and the breakup of the

USSR in the late 1980s and early '90s

was the greatest tragedy of this century
"

In the late 1960s—and Wei certainly

knows this—Mao labeled the Soviet

Union a “social imperialist” power even

more dangerous to China than the U.S.

New Left radicals around the world

hailed Mao's China as a revolutionary

alternative to the stodgy Kremlin

bureaucracy at the time. We Trotskyists

described Maoism as “Khrushchevism

under the gun." We insisted that given

the Mao regime’s hostility to the Soviet

Union, "the danger of an imperialist alli-

ance with China against the Russians

cannot be dismissed” ("Chinese Menshe-

vism," Spartacist No. 15-16, April-May

tary conflict. The parasitic bureaucracy

which is paving the way to capitalist res-

toration must be ousted through a prole-

tarian political revolution. It is urgently

necessary to build a Leninist-Trotskyist

party in China to lead the combative pro-

letariat to the conquest of political power.

There is no nationally limited road to

socialism in China. The modernization

of China—providing the basis for a

decent life for all its inhabitants on the

basis of access to the advanced technol-

ogy and productive resources now con-

centrated in North America, West Europe

and Japan—requires proletarian revo-

lution in the imperialist centers, laying

the basis for an internationally planned

socialist economy.

Maurice Meisner and
Neo-Maoist Idealism

The regime of Jiang Zemin has to date

effectively suppressed organized political

opposition, whether from the left or right,

and even widespread intellectual dissent.

A neo-Maoist like Wei Wei can publish

only by presenting his views in a highly

guarded manner. Given the absence of

open political debate in China itself, the

most comprehensive and systematic anal-

ysis of present-day China from a neo-

Maoist standpoint turns out to be the

work of an American academic, Maurice

Meisner’s The Deng Xiaoping Era: An
Inquiry into the Fate of Chinese Social-

ism. 1978-1994 (1996).

Whereas Wei cannot publicly attack

the leaders of post-Mao China, Meisner

operates under no such constraint. He
condemns Deng for "the indiscriminate

sweeping away of all the quasi-socialist

U.S A F

Beijing, 1972: Mao fetes U.S.

president Nixon as American
imperialists rain death and
destruction on Vietnam.

Magnum

institutions and values inherited from the

Mao era." And he goes on:

"For the savage capitalism dial operates

under the cloak of a socialist market econ-

omy is bringing about enormous social

transformations and upheavals—massive

proletarianization, more intensive forms

of exploitation, greater alienation, enor-

mous gaps between rich and poor, and
growing economic and social differences

between town and countryside."

In his article. Wei cites Meisner’s work

with approval, especially for his positive

attitude toward Mao’s ideas and toward

China during the Mao era. Nonetheless,

there are very important differences

between them. As can be seen from the

above quote. Meisner contends that capi-

talism—he calls it "bureaucratic capital-

ism"—was restored to China under Deng,

although he concedes that “glaringly

absent is a developed system of private

property.” Wei maintains that China is

still “socialist" although threatened by

the forces of capitalist restoration.

This difference reflects something far

more important than the theoretical out-

looks of these two particular leftist intel-

lectuals. Because of his geographical

location and social role, Wei seeks to

appeal to the Chinese working class

which is now engaged in elemental strug-

gles against the effects of a "socialist

market economy." Chinese workers know
that the privatization of state-owned

enterprises will result in mass unemploy-

ment and destitution for many of them.

Following the closure of much of the

state-owned molybdenum mine in Yang-

jiazhangzi in February and the sale of the

remainder to the managers’ friends, one

worker declared: "We miners have been

working here for China, foi the Commu-
nist Party, since the revolution. And now

my part of the mine is private." He is

expressing the attitude of many Chinese

workers, who understand that such state

property belongs to the working class. If,

as Meisner contends, state property in

China belongs to the bureaucrats, why
should workers protest if it is taken over

as private property?

Nonetheless. Meisner’s work should

be considered seriously, for it is well

regarded among Chinese students and

other intellectuals who are opposed to or

critical of the existing regime from the

left. It purports to be a theoretical analy-

sis of China, from a “critical Marxist”

perspective, from the 1949 Revolution

through the last years of the Deng regime.

Meisner, now in his 60s, is a represen-

tative of that current of Western leftist

intellectuals (e g., Paul Sweezy. Charles

Bettelheim) who endorsed and publi-

cized Mao’s idealist criticism of both

Marxism and of “orthodox" Soviet Sta-

linism. The Soviet variant of “socialism

in one country” always involved a large

element of technological dynamism: a

faith that backward Russia, through its

planned economy, could catch up with

the advanced capitalist countries in a

generation or so. Stalin’s Problems of

Leninism (1933) asserted, "We are fifty

or a hundred years behind the advanced

countries. We must make good this lag in

ten years."

Mao’s China in the 1950s was qualita-

tively more economically backward than

was Stalin’s Russia in the 1930s. The

continued on page 10

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP,
MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION

1. Publication title Workers Vanguard.

2 Publication no : 09-8770.

3. Filing date 28 September 2000

4 Issue frequency Bi-weekly, except skipping 3

allcmule issues in June. July and August (beginning

with omitting the second issue in June) and with a

3-week interval in December

5 No of issues published annually: 22.

6. Annual subscription price $10 00
7 Complete mailing address of known office of

publication 299 Broadway, Suite 318, New York, NY
10007

8 Complete mailing uddress of headquarteis

or general business office of publisher Spartacist

Publishing Co., 299 Broadway, Suite 318. New York,

NY 10007

9 Full names and complete mailing addresses of

publisher, editor, and managing editor Publisher—

Spartacist Publishing Co.. 299 Broadway, Suite 318,

New York. NY 10007. Editor—Len Meyers, 299

Broadway. Suite 318, New York, NY 10007; Managing

Editor—Barry James. 299 Broadway, Suite 318. New
York. NY 10007

10 Owner Spanncist Publishing Co (Unincorpo-

rated Association), 299 Broadway, Suite 318. New
York. NY 10007

I I Known bondholders, mortgagees, and other

security holders owning or holding I percent or more

of total amount of bonds, mortgages or other secu-

rities: None

12 For completion by nonprofit organizations

authorized to mail at nonprofit rules Not applicable

13. Publication title Workers Vanguard.

14 Issue date for circulation data below 22 Sep-

tember 2000

15. Extent and nature of circulation Average no

copies each issue during preceding 12 months a Total

number of copies (Net press run): 14,000. b Paid and/or

requested circulation: (I) Paid/requested outside-

county mail subscriptions stated on Form 3541 1,985.

(2) Paid in-county subscriptions 0. (3) Sales through

dealers and carriers, street vendors, counter sales, and

oilier non-USPS paid distribution: 8,575: (4) Other

classes mailed through the USPS. 388. c. Total paid

and/or requested circulation (Sum of 15b (1). (2). (3).

and (4)) 10.948; d Free distribution by mail (I) Out-

sidc-county as stated on Form 3541 201 ; (2) In-county

as slated on Form 3541: 0, (3) Other classes mailed

through the USPS 133. e Free distribution outside the

mail I . I Total free distribution (Sum of 1 5d and 1 5e):

335. g Total distribution (Sum of i 5c and 150: 11,283;

h Copies not distributed: 2,717. i Total (Sum of I5g

and I5h) 14,000; j
Percent paid and/or requested cir-

culation 97.03%.

No copies of single issue published nearest to fil-

ing date a Total number of copies (Net press run):

15,000. b Paid and/or requested circulation: (I) Paid/

requested oulsidc-couniy mail subscriptions stated

on Form 3541 1.573; (2) Paid in-county subscriptions

stated on Form 3541 0; (3) Sales through dealers and

carriers, street vendors, counter sales, and oilier non-

USPS paid distribution 9,510; (4) Other classes

mailed through the USPS' 433; c. Total paid and/or

requested circulation |Sum of 15b (I). (2), (3). and

(4)| 1 1,516, d Free distribution by mail: (I) Outside-

county as suited on Form .3541 197. (2) In-couniy as

staled on Form 3541: 0; (3) Other classes mailed

through the USPS. 157, c. Free distribution outside

the mail I, f. Total free distribution (Sum of 15d and

15e): 355; g Total distribution (Sum of 15c and 150:

1 1,871, h Copies not distributed: 3.129. i Total (Sum
of I5g and I5h): 15,000; j. Percent paid and/or

requested circulation 97 01%
16 This statement of ownership will be printed in

the 6 Ortoher 2000 issue of this publication

17 Signature and title of editor, publisher, business

manager, or owner- (Signed) Lcn Meyers (Editor).

28 September 2000 I certify that all information

furnished on this form is true and complete I under-

stand that anyone who furnishes false or misleading

information on this form or who omits material or

information requested on the form may be subject to

criminal sanctions (including fines and imprisonment)

and/or civil sanctions (including civil penalties).

6 OCTOBER 2000 9



Xinhua

Backyard
steel furnaces

exemplified Mao's
catastrophic “Great

Leap Forward” in

1950s. In 1960s
“Cultural Revolution,”

Mao mobilized
student Red Guards

in humiliating attacks
against opponents

in intrabureaucratic
fight.

China...
(continuedfrom page 9)

gulf between the productive capacity of

the Chinese and American economies

was so vast that bridging it in any politi-

cally meaningful time period was incon-

ceivable. "Socialism" was therefore rede-

fined as imminently achievable in one of

the most impoverished nations on earth.

Encapsulating his anti-materialist out-

look. Mao stated in 1960, “Lenin said:

The more backward the country, the

more difficult its transition to socialism.'

Now it seems that this way of speaking

is incorrect. As a matter of fact, the more

backward the economy, the easier, not

the more difficult, the transition from

capitalism to socialism.”

Maoist ideology was characterized by

extreme subjectivism .
including a belief

that socialist relations could be attained

through a “cultural revolution.” Sweezy,

Meisneret al. took the ideological postur-

ing of Mao’s Cultural Revolution at face

value as an attempt to create an egalitar-

ian and non-hierarchical society whose

members eschewed individual acquisi-

tiveness in favor of the collective well-

being. Sweezy wrote in the mid-1970s:

"It was only in China, where of all coun-

tries in the world conditions were most

favorable for revolution, that Marxism

could finally be purged of its (essentially

bourgeois) economistic taint” ( Monthly

Review, January 1975). Or as Meisner

puts it in his book on the Deng era: "Mao
not only gave primacy to social and ideo-

logical factors over economic ones; he

also believed that backwardness offered

special advantages for social progress and

creative development,"

Meisner is in important respects more

Maoist than Mao. In fact, he is consis-

tently and often severely critical of the

Chairman for not practicing what he

preached. As an American academic

without any political affiliation, he is not

constrained in taking such ideas to their

logical conclusion. Implicit in the doc-

trine of “building socialism in one coun-

try" is the view that there is no prospect

or even possibility of proletarian revolu-

tion in the advanced capitalist countries.

Falsely claiming the mantle of Leninism,

Stalin and Mao could not say this openly.

But Meisner can and does:

"In the developed capitalist countries,

where the Marxian-defined social and
material prerequisites for socialism are

present, the road to revolution has been
closed. Modern historical experience,

thus far, has yielded little to support the

Marxist belief that socialism is the logi-

cal and necessary historical outcome of

industrial capitalism and that the urban
proletariat is the truly revolutionary class

in the modem world
"

In other words, if China is to achieve

socialism, however conceived, it will

have to go it alone. There will be no mate-

rial aid from proletarian revolutions in

North America, West Europe and Japan,

which are supposedly fated to remain

capitalist forever.

This view was common among North

American and West European New Left-

ists. who saw themselves simply as an

auxiliary of 'Third World” revolutionary

struggles. In fact, even in those years, the

Marxist understanding that the class

struggle between the proletariat and the

bourgeoisie inevitably leads to revolu-

tionary crises was dramatically confirmed

in the May-June 1968 general strike in

France and a number of other prerevolu-

tionary situations.

Far more categorically than Mao,
Meisner identifies socialism with egali-

tarianism and communal values and cap-

italism with maximizing production and

productivity. At times he treats socialism

as if it were almost a religious faith in-

spiring the brotherhood of man. Thus he

condemns the Deng regime for bringing

about “a spiritual impoverishment of un-

precedented depth." One is here reminded

of Marx’s comment in the Communist
Manifesto on what he called “feudal

socialism”: “Nothing is easier than to give

Christian asceticism a Socialist tinge."

On the other hand, Meisner not only

contends that capitalism was restored to

China under Deng but that Deng’s

“bureaucratic capitalism" was responsible

for China’s relatively high rate of eco-

nomic growth in this period. At this point.

Meisner’s views come close to converg-

ing with those of the Wall Street Journal.

"What China’s quasi-capitalist regime has

done,” he writes, "as capitalism in general

is adept at doing, is to enormously expand

production and productivity.”

Even among those Chinese youth or

intellectuals of leftist sympathies who
don’t subscribe to Meisner’s position that

the Chinese economy of today is one of

“bureaucratic capitalism,” many share his

view that there is a fundamental antago-

nism between maximizing economic pro-

duction and technological progress on the

one hand and egalitarianism and socialist

values on the other. Such intellectuals are

thus conflicted over China’s prospective

entry into the WTO. They believe that

increased foreign competition will force

state-owned industry to become more
efficient and increased foreign investment

will bring with it new and more advanced

technology. At the same time, they recog-

nize that China’s entry into the WTO
would result in mass unemployment with

millions of workers thrown onto the

streets, many of them forced to become
beggars, their daughters turning to prosti-

tution to survive.

The belief that there is an intrinsic

conflict or at any rate a necessary trade-

off between economic growth and social

egalitarianism is profoundly false. Under

a government based on workers democ-

racy and led by a Leninist-Trotskyist

party, a centrally planned and managed
collectivized economy would optimize

economic growth while eradicating the

extremes of rich and poor so evident in

China today. The Western-style affluence

enjoyed by the top officials and their

“princeling" sons is sheer parasitism. It

has nothing to do with economic rational-

ity and efficiency.

We oppose WTO intervention in China

not because we favor economic autarky

—the Maoist doctrine of “self suffi-

ciency”—but because it would further

undermine the collectivized economy. As
an integral component of a planned,

socialized economy, the state monopoly

of foreign trade could and should be oper-

ated to take full advantage of the interna-

tional division of labor, promoting a high

level of both expons and imports. Such a

policy in no way entails opening China’s

state-owned industries to untrammeled

competition from Western and Japanese

corporations.

Capitalism, Socialism and
the Workers State

Meisner operates with just two catego-

ries—capitalism and socialism—which

supposedly describe all socio-economic

formations in the modem world. Further-

more, he invests the term “socialism” with

two different, mutually exclusive mean-

ings. For the most part, he uses social-

ism as a synonym for what Marx called

full communism, accurately described

by Meisner as "conditions of economic

abundance
|

which] would allow people to

free themselves from the tyranny of the

division of labor, permit the shortening of

the workday, and thereby yield the free

time for the emergence of new ‘all-round’

people who would freely, cooperatively,

and creatively develop their true human
potentialities."

But he also describes China under

Mao as “socialist” in a much more lim-

ited and conditional sense:

"In the course of a revolution that took

place in so primitive a rural environment,

values and institutions were forged, albeit

in rudimentary and embryonic forms, that

pointed to the goals that Marxist theory

attributed to an urban proletarian revolu-

tion. If China was almost entirely lacking

in the material preconditions for social-

ism. this condition in no way diminished

the socialist vision and will of China’s

Communist revolutionaries.”

Since China lacked the material precondi-

tions for socialism, once the Communist
leaders abandoned their "socialist vision

and will,” China became ipso facto cap-

italist. That is the crux of Meisner’s

argument.

Meisner falsifies Marx's understand-

ing of the relationship between capital-

ism and socialism by omission and selec-

tive quotations. In one of his best-known

works, the 1 875 Critique of the Gotha

Program, Marx states: "Between capital-

ist and communist society lies the trans-

formation of the one into the other. Cor-

responding to this is also a political

transition period in which the state can

be nothing but the revolutionary dicta-

torship of the proletariat." Both the term

and, more importantly, the underlying

concept of the dictatorship of the prole-

tariat (or workers state) is completely

absent from Meisner’s analysis of the

People’s Republic of China.

The theoretical core of the Critique of
the Gotha Program concerns the eco-

nomic structure and dynamics of the tran-

sition period. Lenin addressed these same
questions in The State and Revolution

(1917), which drew heavily on Marx and

Engels’ earlier works. The Marxist under-

standing of the fundamental difference

between the workers state, in which eco-

nomic scarcity still prevails, and social-

ism bears directly on Meisner’s conten-

tion that capitalism has been restored in

China and, moreover, even existed in
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rudimentary form under Mao. Meisner

writes:

“The Deng Xiaoping regime inherited

from its Maoist predecessor many of the

necessary (but not sufficient) features of

a capitalist economy. Among them was a

relatively well-developed modem indus-

trial and technological base; a hybrid

mode of economic development that had

separated the immediate producers from

the means of production; the predomi-

nance of wage labor, formally in the cit-

ies, in disguised form in the countryside;

and an efficient system for capital accu-

mulation—through the stale’s extraction

of surplus value, especially from the

countryside."

He goes on to argue that the Deng regime

introduced certain features into the econ-

omy which amounted to the formation

of “bureaucratic capitalism.” The “most

important” of these features was “the

full commodification of labor-power

—

and that has largely been accomplished

through the proletarianization of a good

portion of the peasantry and the ‘smash-

ing of the iron rice bowl' in the cities.”

Differential wages and a labor market

are and will be essential features of any

and every workers stale ,
even in the most

advanced industrial countries governed

according to the most perfect workers

democracy. As Marx explained in the

Critique of the Gotha Program:

"What we are dealing with here is a com-
munist society, not as it has developed on

its own foundations, but on the contrary,

just as it emerges from capitalist society,

which is thus in every respect, economi-

cally, morally, and intellectually, still

stamped with the birth-marks of the old

society from whose womb it emerges.

Accordingly, the individual producer

receives back from society—after the de-

ductions have been made—exactly what

he gives to it.... He receives a certificate

from society that he has furnished such

and such an amount of labour (after

deducting his labour for the common
funds), and with this certificate he draws

from the social stock of means of con-

sumption as much as the same amount of

labour costs....

"Here obviously the same principle pre-

vails as that which regulates the ex-

change of commodities, as far as this is

the exchange of equal values."

The only alternative to such a wage

system under conditions of economic

scarcity would be the militarization of

labor in which the government assigns

and compels people to do specific jobs.

Under the Mao regime, as Meisner points

out, peasants were legally prohibited

from migrating to the cities while peri-

odic xia-xiang campaigns forcibly dis-

patched millions of urban youth to live

and work in the countryside. It would

appear that Meisner prefers such policies

to the greater use of the labor market, and

with it more personal freedom, intro-

duced by the Deng regime.

Certainly, genuinely socialist policies

would bring about a wage structure very

different than that which exists in China

today. But there would still be differ-

ent levels of wages and a market for

labor power. Some jobs are a lot harder,

more unpleasant and/or dangerous than

others. How many people would work

in a coal mine or steel mill if they could

get the same wages doing clerical work

in an office? Similar factors operate in

inducing workers to upgrade their job

skills. How many people would spend

their few hours of free time taking

classes and studying technical manuals

rather than enjoying themselves with

their family and friends unless materi-

ally rewarded for doing so? Only when

labor absorbs an insignificant amount of

time and energy—and that will hap-

pen only under full communism—will

individuals freely grant it to the social

collective.

As indicated in the passage from

Meisner quoted above, he maintains that

the Chinese economy under Mao as well

as Deng was characterized by "capital

accumulation” and the extraction of “sur-

plus value" from the direct producers. He

here identifies capital with the means of

production and surplus value with the

economic surplus available after con-

sumption by the direct producers. This is

an elementary error for a self-considered

Marxist, albeit an unorthodox and criti-

cal one. Marx clearly stated:

“Capital is not a thing, but rather a defi-

nite social production relation, belonging

to a definite historical formation of soci-

ety, which is manifested in a thing and

lends this thing a specific social charac-

ter. Capital is not the sum of the material

and produced means of production. Cap-

ital is rather the means of production

transformed into capital, which in them-

selves are no more capital than gold or

silver in itself is money.” (emphasis

added]— Capital

,

Volume III

The investment of a substantial por-

tion of the economic surplus in expand-

ing the means of production would be

essential in any workers state. In the

Critique of the Gotha Program, Marx

polemicizes against the notion put for-

ward by the German socialist Ferdinand

Lassalle that "the proceeds of labor

belong undiminished with equal right to

all members of society”:

“Let us take first of all the words ‘pro-

ceeds of labor' in the sense of the product

of labor; then the collective proceeds of

labor are the total social product.

"From this must now be deducted:

"First, cover for replacement of the

means of production used up.

"Secondly, additional portion for expan-

sion of production.”

Without investing a substantial portion of

the economic surplus in replacing and

expanding the means of production, there

can be no introduction of new technology,

no increase in the productivity of labor,

no reduction in the workday or work-

week. In short, there can be no transition

to socialism.

Some leftist opponents of China’s

“market socialism" who argue that capi-

talism was restored in China under Deng

point to the relative growth of capital-

ist enterprises compared to state-owned

industry in recent years. This obscures

the fact that the Chinese economy is still

dominated by state-owned industry. Even

in the countryside following decollectiv-

ization, land remains state-owned while

distribution of agricultural products is

controlled by the state. At bottom, the

claim that capitalism has been restored is

a rationale for refusing to defend the

Chinese deformed workers state against

the very real threat of capitalist counter-

revolution.

China does not have a capitalist econ-

omy. For that to happen there would have

to be a counterrevolution which smashes

the deformed workers state and installs a

new state committed to the defense of

capitalist property forms. But neither is

China a socialist society, nor could it be.

China is a deformed workers state, that is,

a form of the dictatorship of the proletar-

iat in a backward country governed from

its inception by a parasitic bureau-

cratic caste. Whether China is plunged

back into capitalism or moves forward

toward socialism will depend in the Final

analysis not so much on developments

within China itself, monumentally impor-

tant as these are. as on the future course

of the class struggle on the interna-

tional plane.

[TO BE CONTINUED]

West Bank...
(continuedfrom page 12)

Benjamin Netanyahu and One Israel’s

Barak. Trading in Arab blood is nothing

new for the butcher Sharon, architect of

the 1982 invasion of Lebanon and the

premeditated slaughter that year of up

to 2,000 defenseless Palestinians in the

Sabra and Shatila refugee camps near

Beirut.

As his cops and troops gunned down
unarmed demonstrators, Barak arro-

gantly ordered Arafat to “restrain and

control the outbreaks of violence.” Barak

was echoed by Meretz leader Yossi

Sarid, spokesman for the Zionist “peace

camp,” who "demanded that Arafat make

a supreme effort to return affairs to their

normal course” ( Ha’aretz , 2 October).

Responding to Barak, the administrator

of the Haram al-Sharif trust said, "We
are not the ones who opened up fire."

As head of military intelligence and

army chief of staff, Barak oversaw death

squads that hunted down Palestinian

leaders. One Israel (formerly the "Labor"

Party, a thoroughly bourgeois party

despite its name) defeated Netanyahu in

elections last year with a pledge to revive

the “peace process.” But Barak has

continued expropriating Arab lands and

defending the heavily armed fascistic

“settlers" in the occupied West Bank.

At a funeral in Ramallah for one

of those killed, one Palestinian said bit-

terly, “Sharon was the match. But there

was already gasoline poured all over

the situation.” When Palestine Liberation

Organization (PLO) leader Arafat and

Labor prime minister Yitzhak Rabin

signed the 1993 “peace" accord on the

White House lawn, aimed at quelling the

Intifada (Uprising) which began in late

1987, we headlined our article “Israel-

PLO Deal for Palestinian Ghetto” (WV
No. 583, 10 September 1993). In the

years since, even as Arafat and his petty-

bourgeois coterie were granted the trap-

pings of “sovereignty,” the walls of that

ghetto have become ever more insur-

mountable for the Palestinian masses.

Under both Labor/One Israel and Likud,

the Zionist regime has repeatedly sealed

off the Occupied Territories for weeks

at a time. Palestinian laborers have been

denied access to the low-wage jobs in

Israel which once provided a minimal

economic lifeline for hundreds of thou-

sands of people in Gaza and the West

Bank. Zionist troops and “settlers” have

perpetrated one massacre after another.

The New York Times (1 October) re-

ported, “The Gaza protestors, many of

them sympathizers of the radical fun-

damentalist Hamas movement, directed

their fury not just at Mr. Sharon, but at

Yasir Arafat, ripping apart posters of the

Palestinian leader.” It hardly takes the

influence of Hamas for the downtrodden

of Gaza to despise Arafat. As we warned

in 1993, the "peace” deal placed “the

PLO’s seal on the national oppression

of the long-suffering Palestinian Arab

masses." It is an indictment of the PLO’s

petty-bourgeois nationalism, which relied

on the good offices first of the Arab cap-

italist regimes and then of U.S. imperial-

ism, that a significant number of Pales-

tinian workers and intellectuals, once

among the most cosmopolitan elements

in the Near East, have been driven into

the arms of Hamas. This vilely anti-

Semitic and anti-woman Islamic funda-

mentalist group was deliberately nurtured

by Israeli intelligence in the 1980s as a

counterweight to the secular PLO.

The Haram al-Sharif, sacred to Mus-
lims, Jews and Christians alike, could

rightly be called the Massacre Mount.

Since Israel seized East Jerusalem in

1967, it has been the site of numerous

atrocities by Zionist troops, including the

slaughter of over 20 Palestinians in 1990

and another 62 in 1996. The current kill-

ing has provoked such fierce anger

among the Palestinians that some of

Arafat’s cops have fired back against the

Israelis, as they did in 1996. But if some
satisfaction can be derived from the fact

that the corpses are not all on one side,

the Palestinians clearly cannot prevail in

a military confrontation with the Zionist

state. Nor, ultimately, can several million

Israeli Jews prevail against the combined

populations of the Arab and Islamic

countries of the region.

Israeli workers have demonstrated

substantial economic militancy against

their capitalist exploiters. If the Zionist

rulers are not to take all the myriad

peoples of the region down by unleashing

a nuclear Armageddon, the Hebrew-

speaking workers must be broken from

the poisonous chauvinism which binds

them to their exploiters and make com-

mon cause with their class brothers and

sisters throughout the Near East against

all the capitalist and feudalist rulers.

Palestinian militants must break from

the dead end of petty-bourgeois national-

ism and reactionary Islamic fundamental-

ism. The Israeli garrison-state must be

shattered from within, through a socialist

revolution led by a binational Leninist

vanguard party which unites the Hebrew-

speaking and Palestinian Arab workers

around their class interests.

What fuels the horrendous bloodshed

in Israel/Palestine, which has over-

whelmingly targeted the Arab masses

for more than five decades, is the fact

that two peoples lay claim to the same

territory. Under the capitalist nation-

state, one people must necessarily

oppress or drive out the other. We defend

the right to a national existence for both

the Hebrew-speaking people and the Pal-

estinian Arab people, which is oppressed

not only by the Zionist state but by the

Jordanian monarchy. The conflicting

rights to national self-determination for

the Hebrew-speaking and Palestinian

Arab peoples, as well as national emanci-

pation for the Kurds and the many other

oppressed nationalities of the Near

East, can only be equitably realized

under proletarian state power. It is neces-

sary to forge internationalist vanguard

parties to lead the working masses of the

region—and behind them the peasants,

subjugated nationalities, women and all

the oppressed—in sweeping away all the

theocratic and nationalist capitalist

butchers as pan of the fight for workers

revolution internationally. For a socialist

federation of the Near East! u
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Defend the Palestinian People!

All Israeli Troops, Settlers Out of the Occupied Territories!

Zionist

West
Massacre in

Bank, Gaza

Reuters Castelnuovo/NY Times

Dozens have been killed and over a thousand wounded as Israeli troops fire into crowds of Palestinians.

OCTOBER 3—The true face of the U.S.-

sponsored "peace process" is seen on the

streets of East Jerusalem. Nablus. Ramal-

lah, Hebron and Gaza. It was captured in

the frightened gaze of a 12-year-old boy

seeking shelter behind a cement block, as

Israeli bullets pierced his body in full

view of TV cameras while his anguished

father cried out for troops to hold their

fire. Tanks, helicopter gunships and

troops firing automatic rifles and even

anti-tank missiles have now slaughtered

over 50 Palestinians and wounded several

thousand more. In the last two days, the

bloodshed and Arab protests have spread

to cities within Israel, from the Negev in

the south to Nazareth and Umm al Fahm
in the north. It is urgent for workers and

the oppressed internationally to raise the

call: Defend the Palestinians! All Israeli

troops and settlers out of all the Occupied

Territories now!

The imperialist “peace" fraud lies bur-

ied beneath a mound of Arab bodies

murdered with weapons paid for by the

U.S., which continues its own methodi-

cal slaughter—from the skies or through

the starvation blockade—of Iraqi men.

women and children. Secretary of State

Albright scrambled to resuscitate the

“peace process" by summoning Israeli

prime minister Ehud Barak and Pal-

estinian Authority head Yasir Arafat to

a meeting in Paris tomorrow. But the

peace of the graveyard is all that imperi-

alist capitalism can offer the Palestinian

people. Down with the bloody anti-

Palestinian "Pax Americana'’—U.S. im-

perialist hands off the Near East!

The signal for the slaughter came last

Thursday, when ultrachauvinist Likud

Party leader Ariel Sharon strutted around

East Jerusalem’s Haram al-Sharif (also

known as the Temple Mount), the third-

holiest site in the Muslim world, sur-

rounded by a thousand gun-toting troops.

Sharon’s calculated provocation was

in part a cynical bid to position himself

for the next election against Likud rival

continued on page 1 1

Labor: Mobilize to Defend
Immigrant Workers!

Murderous Attack on Mexican
Immigrants on Long Island

It didn't take long for Magdaleno
Escamilla, a 28-year-old day laborer

from Hidalgo, Mexico working on Long
Island, to figure out something was seri-

ously wrong. Looking around the aban-
doned warehouse to which he and his

friend, 19-year-old Israel Perez, had been
lured by two white men claiming to be

contractors, Escamilla remarked, “I don't

like this one minute." The racist thugs

then attacked the two immigrant workers
with a crowbar, shovels and knives.

Escamilla was left severely battered and

Perez hospitalized with a severed tendon

in his wrist and a cut artery that could

have resulted in his bleeding to death.

But after struggling with their attackers,

they managed to escape alive.

The near-murder of Escamilla and

Perez is but the latest in a series of vio-

lent attacks on undocumented workers in

this area, including a drive-by shooting

last year that left 12 bullet holes in the

front door of a house where immigrants
live. Like thousands of other Mexican
and Central American immigrants, Esca-

milla and Perez work at backbreaking

continued on page 7

New York City,

September 26:

Union Square
rally to protest

brutal attack

on two
immigrant

•J workers in

Suffolk County.

WV Photo

Full Citizenship Rights for All Immigrants! Organize the Unorganized!
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Israel Out of the Occupied Territories!

U.S. Out of the Near East!

Defend the

Palestinian People!

Palestinian child in Gaza shot in head by Israeli troops. Over 100 have been killed as Zionist rulers unleash troops,

tanks and missiles to quell protests in Israel and Occupied Territories.

For Arab/Hebrew Workers Revolution!

For a Socialist Federation of the Near East!

OCTOBER 17—The Israeli missile

strikes last week against West Bank towns

and the official residence of Palestinian

Authority (PA) president Yasir Arafat in

Gaza underscore the obvious: the Occu-

pied Territories are a battleground in a

war of terror against the Palestinians.

Within the “Green Line.” the pre-1967

border, more than one million Palestin-

ians who are nominally Israeli citizens

have been subjected to the same state of

siege which has long been the norm in the

Occupied Territories—with Arab towns

and villages completely sealed off—
while pogromist mobs rampage through

Nazareth. Tel Aviv and Jerusalem scream-

ing “Death to the Arabs!" Yet courageous

Palestinian youth armed with little more

than stones and slingshots continue to

defy the Zionist state.

Immediately after U.S. president Clin-

ton, meeting with Arafat and Israeli prime

minister Ehud Barak in Egypt, announced

a vague agreement to “end the violence.”

Israeli troops shot dead another Pales-

tinian. Even Arafat’s request for a United

Nations “fact-finding mission” on the

killings—when the clear fact is that all

but a handful of the more than 100 dead

are Palestinians, many of them infants

and children shot through the head or

chest—was spumed, with Israel’s Amer-
ican sponsor instead leading an “inquiry."

As Israeli tanks rumble through Arab
towns on the West Bank, even the facade

of Palestinian “autonomy" has been

shredded. Barak has now called for a

government of "national emergency” to

include Likud opposition leader Ariel

Sharon, the ultra-chauvinist butcher who
triggered the massacre and what is now
being called the “A1 Aksa Intifada" with

his September 28 provocation at the A1

Aksa mosque on East Jerusalem’s Haram
al-Sharif, the third-holiest shrine in

Islam. Israel’s rulers are entirely capable

of carrying out a massacre of Palestinian

Arabs on a truly genocidal scale. Defend
the Palestinian people! All Israeli troops

and settlers out of all the Occupied Terri-

tories now!
When the Muslim Shi’ite Hezbollah

militia in southern Lebanon captured

three Israeli soldiers, offering to ex-

change them for prisoners held by Israel,

Barak threatened to bomb not only Leba-

non but also Syria, holding it “primarily

responsible.” While the Arab capitalist

regimes impotently plead for an end

to the violence, Muslim countries from

Indonesia to North Africa have been

hit by huge protests in solidarity with

the besieged Palestinians—though often

shot through with anti-Jewish bigotry

—

including a half-million-strong march
last week in Morocco, long one of

Israel’s chief allies in the Arab world.

In Jordan and Syria, police have repeat-

edly beat back protesters trying to storm

the Tsraeli and American embassies.

Meanwhile, France has seen a wave of

despicable anti-Semitic attacks on syn-

agogues, which could be the work of

native fascists.

In their murderous effort to bring the

Palestinian Arab people to heel, the capi-

talist rulers of Israel are prepared to draw

the whole of the Near East into a bloody

conflagration. They see themselves at war

with the entire Arab world, and they are

armed with hundreds of nuclear bombs.

And behind them stands a far more pow-

erful and dangerous enemy of the world's

peoples: American imperialism. While

barely acknowledging the Palestinians

gunned down by U.S.-supplied tanks and

Apache helicopters. America’s rulers

from Clinton and Gore to Bush are using

the deaths in Aden of 17 sailors aboard

the USS Cole—part of the armada
enforcing the embargo of Iraq and de-

fending U.S. interests in the oil-rich

region—as a chauvinist war cry for impe-

rialist retaliation. Against whom? Wash-
ington’s favored “pariah state," Saddam
Hussein’s Iraq, is already subjected to

near-daily terror bombing by the U.S. and

Britain, as well as a United Nations

embargo which has killed some one-and-

a-half million people, largely the elderly

and children under five.

The massacre of Palestinian youth in

the West Bank, Gaza and Israel; the

starving to death of children in Iraq; that

is the American-dominated “New World

Order” in the Near East. The U.S. imperi-

alists who denounce Islamic fundamen-

talists like the Palestinian Hamas and

Lebanese Hezbollah as the terrorists of

the post-Soviet world promoted their

growth in the 1980s by sponsoring the

anti-Soviet, anti-woman “holy warriors"

(mujahedin ) in Afghanistan as part of the

Cold War drive against the USSR.
continued on page 10

Capitalist Third Parties:

No Alternative for Labor, Blacks

v -A Nader: Spare Tire

d for Democrats SEE PAGE 3

Serbian Elections
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SEE PAGE 6



Free Imprisoned Basque Nationalists!

Crackdown on ETA/EKIN
The following article is translated

from Le Bolehdvik No. 154 (Autumn

2000), published by our comrades of

the Ligue Trotskyste de France. Shortly

after its publication, the Spanish gov-

ernment rounded up nine more Basque

nationalists in pre dawn raids on Octo-

ber 5 and on October 6 sentenced a for-

mer leader of the separatist ETA, Fran-

cisco Mugika Carmendia, to 109 years

in prison for an attack on Spain's Civil

Guard in 1987.

“BOLCUEVII®
On September 13, 300 Spanish cops

arrested 20 leaders of the Basque nation-

alist movement in a night-and-fog raid

called “Black Wolf." The Spanish govern-

ment claims to have now arrested the

whole leadership of EKIN, the umbrella

organization which forms the political

leadership of the radical Basque national-

ist movement, including its military arm

ETA, its political face Euskal Herritarrok,

its youth movement Jarrai, etc. EKIN was

founded in 1999 after its predecessor

organization, KAS, was banned. Among
the arrested are Xabier Alegria and Ana
Lizarralde. In a move that amounts to

criminalizing simple defense of the

EKIN/ETA, they have even put behind

bars the lawyer of the Basque national-

ists, Jos6 Maria Matanzas Gorostizaga!

And on September 15. French police

arrested Ignacio Gracia Arregui, a top

leader of ETA, in the French Basque town

of Bidart, in an operation assisted by the

Spanish cops. We demand: Freedom now

for the arrested militants and for the

t- ^ For a Revolutionary

> Workers Party!

_ The presidential bid by Green Party candi-

- date Ralph Nader is not the first bourgeois

third party campaign to garner support from

the reformist left with the argument that

this is a necessary step toward building a

British-style labor party. In 1948, the Sta-

linist Communist Party threw its support

behind the Progressive Party candidacy of

TROTSKY Henry Wallace, a former Democratic Party LENIN
vice president under Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Explaining why Marxists opposed the Wallace campaign. James P. Cannon, leader of

the then-Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party, in a speech given at a February 1948 inter-

nal party meeting delineated the principle of proletarian class independence from all

capitalist parties and the centrality of the fight for a revolutionary workers party.

Now, a break-up of the two-party parliamentary system in America is undoubtedly a

good thing. It destroys the fetish of the trade union bureaucracy to the effect that it is

impossible to operate on the political field outside the traditional pattern. Splits in the

two old bourgeois parties are bound to shake up the labor bureaucracy, loosen things up

and create a more favorable situation for agitation for the formation of a labor party.

But this break-up of the two-party system and splits in the bourgeois parties come about

under the pressure of social crisis. These are not our tasks. Bourgeois parties are not the

arena for our operation. Our specific task is the class mobilization of the workers against

not only the two old parties, but any other capitalist parties which might appear....

It has been argued here that “we must go through the experiences with the workers."

That is a very good formula, provided you do not make it universal. We go with the work-

ers only through those experiences which have a class nature. We go with them through

the experiences of strikes, even though we may think a given strike untimely. We may
even go with the workers through the experience of putting a reformist labor party in

office, provided it is a real labor party and subject to certain pressures of the workers,

in order that they may learn from their experience that reformism is not the correct pro-

gram for the working class.

But we do not go through the experience of class collaboration with the workers....

The party must be educated and re-educated on the meaning of class politics, which
excludes any support of any bourgeois candidate, and requires even the most critical atti-

tude toward a labor party when we are supporting it. The task is to advance the revolu-

tionary program and build the revolutionary parly under all conditions. When that is

clearly understood and firmly settled, then we can take up local tactical questions and
easily dispose of them.

— James P. Cannon, "Summary Speech on Election Policy,” published in

Socialist Workers Party Internal Bulletin (February 1948)
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more than 500 others who have been rot-

ting in jail, often for years!

The recent wave of arrests is a response

by the Spanish and French governments to

the break in the unilateral cease-fire by

ETA, which has resulted in the deaths of a

dozen Basque capitalists, cops, bourgeois

politicians or ideologues, and leaders of

the reformist Spanish PSOE (all for-

mer high-ranking representatives of the

bourgeois state at the time of the coali-

tion between the nationalist PNV and the

PSOE in the Basque country). For Marx-

ists, these killings are not crimes against

the working class. Marxists oppose the

desperate petty-bourgeois strategy of

individual terrorism but when the

oppressed act against the bourgeoisie and

its state, we defend them against capital-

ist repression. As Bolshevik revolutionary

leader Leon Trotsky wrote in 1939 in

defense of Herschel Grynszpan, a Jewish

youth on trial for shooting a Nazi official

in the German embassy in Paris:

"We Marxists consider the tactic of indi-

vidual terror inexpedient in the tasks of

the liberating struggle of the proletariat

as well as oppressed nationalities. A sin-

gle isolated hero cannot replace the

masses. But we understand only too

clearly the inevitability of such convul-

sive acts of despair and vengeance. All

our emotions, all our sympathies are

with the self-sacrificing avengers even

though they have been unable to discover

the correct road....

"People come cheap who are capable

only of fulminating against injustice and
bestiality. But those who, like Grynsz-

pan. are able to act as well as conceive,

sacrificing their own lives if need be, are

the precious leaven of mankind.”

As revolutionary proletarian interna-

tionalists. we defend the right of the

Basque people to independence, north

as well as south of the Pyrenees. We
denounce the vicious repression against

Basques by the Jospin [Socialist prime

minister]-led popular-front government

in France, which routinely arrests and

deports nationalist militants to Spain.

Earlier under [Socialist president] Mitter-

rand, the French police collaborated with

the PSOE government when it set up

death squads, the GAL, which assas-

sinated at least 27 people. And today

the French government also represses

Breton and Corsican nationalists. We
demand: Freedom for all these impris-

oned nationalists!

Spain has been engulfed by an ever-

increasing hysteria against the Basque

Independent

Spanish cops arrest Basque nation-

alist Juan Kruz Aldasoro in early

August.

nationalists, which has been embraced by

the whole spectrum of the left, which reg-

ularly participate in reactionary mass

demonstrations against the ETA together

with the ruling [right-wing] PP and the

social democrats of the PSOE. Spanish

chauvinism is used to divide the working

class and weaken it in the face of massive

attacks by the right-wing government

against living conditions and job security,

and targeting in particular more vulner-

able immigrant workers. This has culmi-

nated in a racist pogrom against North

African workers in El Ejido in the begin-

ning of the year. Meanwhile, Spain is the

advanced outpost of the EU [European

Union] social-democratic-led racist “for-

tress Europe" to prevent immigration

coming from and through northern Africa.

At least several hundred are estimated to

have drowned in recent years in an

attempt to cross the Straits of Gibraltar.

Earlier this week, in one day at least 136

immigrants were arrested in the Straits by

the Spanish police. We demand: Down
with the racist deportations! Full citizen-

ship rights for all immigrants now!

Defending the right of Basque self-

determination is key to Fighting for a pro-

letarian revolution in Spain. We demand:

Freedom now for Xabier Alegria, Ana
Lizarralde and the other imprisoned

Basque nationalists! Defend the right of
independence for the Basque people! For

Trotskyist parties in Spain and France,

part ofa reforged Fourth International!

Spartacus Youth Club Class Series

BERKELEY
The Revolution Betrayed

Tuesday, October 24, 7 p.m.

U.C. Berkeley, 79 Dwinelle Hall

For information and readings:

(510) 839-0851

BOSTON
Trotskyism vs. Stalinism:

Revolution Betrayed and the

Counterrevolution

Saturday, October 28, 1 p.m.

Harvard University, Science Center
(Meet at the Greenhouse)

For information: (617) 666-9453

CHICAGO
The Marxist View of the State

Saturday, October 28, 3 p.m.

328 S. Jefferson St., Suite 904
(near Clinton stop on the Blue Line)

For information: (312) 454-4930

LOS ANGELES
The State

Wednesday, October 25, 7 p.m.

UCLA, Rolfe 31 18

For information: (213) 380-8239

MINNEAPOLIS
The State, Bourgeois Elections and
the Struggle for a Workers Party

Friday, October 27, 4:30 p.m.

University of Minnesota
Carlson 1127, Minneapolis Campus

For information: (312) 454-4930

NEW YORK CITY
Defeat U.S. Imperialism Through

Workers Revolution!

Thursday, October 26, 7 p.m.

Columbia U., Hamilton Hall, Rm. 302

For information: (212) 267-1025

TORONTO
The Bolshevik Revolution: How the

Working Class Took Power
Wednesday, November 1, 7 p.m.

U of T, 33 St. George Street

International Student Centre

For information: (416) 593-4138

VANCOUVER
The Revolution Betrayed

Wednesday, November 1, 6:30 p.m.
University of BC, SUB, Room 211

For information: (604) 687-0353
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Capitalist Third Parties: No Alternative for Labor, Blacks

Nader: Spare Tire for Democrats
Notwithstanding all the media hype

heading into next month’s presidential

elections, large segments of the popula-

tion clearly see little substantive differ-

ence between the Republican George W.
Bush and Democrat A1 Gore. Under eight

years of the Clinton presidency, workers,

blacks, women, immigrants and all the

oppressed have been subjected to all-

sided attacks. The only significant politi-

cal difference between Gore and Bush is

the Democrats' defense of the “right

to choose” on abortion. The bottom

line is that both capitalist parties rule

for racist American imperialism; if

they differ, it is only in how to best

tweak the system for maximum
profit and exploitation. Clinton over-

saw the savage war against Serbia

last year, and has presided over the

continued bombing of Iraq and the

starvation of its people through a

military blockade.

With Gore and Bush even more
politically indistinguishable than the

usual alternatives offered by the dual

parties of American capitalism, a

space has opened up for the cam-
paign of petty-bourgeois reformer

Ralph Nader, running on the capital-

ist Green Party ticket. Nader is

appealing to liberal youth disaffected

with Clinton/Gore’s “New Demo-
crats” as an “independent” candidate

who is “pro-choice” and against the

death penalty and “corporate greed
”

He complains that “the Democratic

Party under this administration has

become little more than a corporate

shadow of its former self.” In fact,

Nader is simply an old-fashioned “New
Deal” Democrat who explicitly calls for a

Democratic Congressional majority and

seeks to refurbish the party’s liberal

appeal and, more broadly, the capitalist

electoral system.

Nader’s brand of liberalism is very

much in keeping with the yuppie racist

“New Democrats.” In an interview on

Larry King Live (3 October), Nader
declaimed against “illegal" immigrants:

“I don’t think people should come to this

country illegally. 1 think that people who
want to come to this country should come
on work permits to do jobs that Ameri-

cans are not willing to do" In the past,

Nader has explicitly opposed raising spe-

cific demands against racial discrimina-

tion as "divisive” and has denounced the

fight for women’s equality as "gonadal

politics." And Nader’s newfound “anti-

racist" platform is fully in line with White

House policy, opposing "racial profiling"

and tepidly supporting affirmative action

while arguing "race and gender should

not be a predominant factor in choosing

qualified applicants.”

The reformist International Socialist

Organization (ISO) and the fake-Trotsky^

ist Socialist Alternative (formerly Labor

Militant, allied with Peter Taaffe’s Social-

ist Party in Britain) have been vying with

each other over who can be the best build-

ers of Nader’s campaign. In the space of

a few months, the ISO has gone from

opposing Nader to supporting him “criti-

cally” to throwing itself lock, stock and

barrel into his campaign. The cover of

International Socialist Review (October/

candidates and has never been anything

other than a shill for the Democrats.

Now Justice sees the Nader candidacy as

a way to pressure Mazzocchi & Co. to

set up something more like the reformist

Labour Party of Tony Blair, which is

presently administering the British impe-

rialist state, writing: "The campaign of

Ralph Nader for president represents an

historic break in US politics. It has

created a new situation that contains
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SL contingent at NYC protest against acquittal of police killers of Amadou Diallo in

February. Reformist ISO's campaign for capitalist Green candidate Ralph Nader
promotes illusions in bourgeois electoral politics.

November 2000), the theoretical journal

in which these opportunists usually

present their "left" face, features “The

Nader Challenge” and the issue reprints

one of his speeches. The previous issue,

while acknowledging that “racism is not

central in the campaign,” carried a

lengthy article by longtime ISO cadre

Joel Geier which tried to give a working-

class gloss to the Nader campaign: "It

gives the left the opportunity to fight for

class solutions with a small but serious

pro-labor alternative.... It is raising the

question of an independent working-class

party” (International Socialist Review,

August/September 2000).

Socialist Alternative puts forward

pretty much the same line. “A real

workers’ candidate would have been

preferable to the campaign of Ralph

Nader, a radical middle class populist."

says an article in its Justice (Septem-

ber/October 2000). By a “real workers’

candidate,” they mean the stillborn Labor

Party set up some years ago by Oil,

Chemical and Atomic Workers top Tony
Mazzocchi and a handful of other union

bureaucrats, which refuses even to run

—29 September 2000Worker
Four faces of corporate power
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major opportunities for the construction

of a mass workers party."

Marxists start from the question of

what furthers the struggle to overthrow

the capitalist profit system, expropriate

the bourgeoisie and institute workers

rule—the dictatorship of the proletariat

as opposed to the existing dictatorship of

capital. For the proletariat to advance its

class interests, it must be organized inde-

pendently of and against the bourgeoisie,

its state and its political parties, includ-

ing capitalist third parties like the

Greens. But a vote for even the most left-

wing bourgeois or petty-bourgeois candi-

date (which Nader decidedly is not) is. in

fact, a vote of confidence in the reform-

ability of capitalism and a vote against

the need for a workers party and socialist

revolution.

The U S. is the only advanced capital-

ist country lacking even a reformist party

of the working class, in large part because

the bourgeoisie—abetted by the pro-

capitalist labor bureaucrats—has success-

fully utilized the poison of racism to

divide the working class and obscure the

fundamental class divisions in this soci-

ety In racist capitalist America, the fate of

organized labor and that of the oppressed

black masses are closely bound to-

gether. The Spartacist League is fighting

to forge a revolutionary working-class

party through linking the struggle for

black liberation to the fight for the eman-
cipation of labor through socialist revolu-

tion. Central to building such a workers

party is breaking the shackles, forged by

the labor bureaucracy, that continue to

chain the working class to the cap-

italist class enemy, its government

and political parties, particularly the

Democrats.

No significant gains for the work-

ing class, much less socialism, can be

achieved through bourgeois elections,

whose purpose is simply to offer a

choice over which member of the

ruling class is to repress and oppress

the working people and minorities

for the next four years. The capitalist

state—centrally consisting of armed
bodies of men such as the military,

the cops and prison guards—is an

instrument to defend the rule of the

bourgeoisie and repress the work-

ing class. It cannot be transformed

through elections but must rather be

smashed through socialist revolution.

When Marxists run candidates in

bourgeois elections, it is with the aim

of advancing the fight for proletarian

class independence and to propagate

our program of workers revolution.

Likewise, we would use positions in

a bourgeois legislature as a platform

to address the workers and mobilize

them in extraparliamentary struggle,

as well as to fight against reactionary

measures and for such social legislation

which would benefit the working class.

How the ISO Abuses History

An article by Paul D’Amato in the

August/September International Social-

ist Review purported to give a historical

survey on “Marxists and Elections." In a

desperate search to provide a patina of

orthodoxy to its call for a vote to a party

of the class enemy, the ISO cites Engels’

not completely unfavorable comments
about an 1886 New York City mayoral
campaign in which the newly formed

Independent Labor Party of New York
threw its support to the petty-bourgeois

reformer Henry George. With the organ-

ized workers movement still in its

infancy, Engels spoke strongly in favor

of “the formation by the workers of an

independent political party...so long as it

is distinguishable as a labour party" and
described support to George as one of

several "transitory evils" (our emphases).

Much water has gone under the bridge

in the 114 years since. The rise of impe-
rialism brought with it an entrenched ref-

ormist labor bureaucracy, based on the

upper strata (skilled craft workers) of the

working class. This bureaucracy derives

its privileges from its support to the cap-

italist system. The labor reformists dem-
onstrated their unyielding hostility to

socialist revolution and support to the

existing bourgeois order—first by their

support to the imperialist bloodbath that

was World War I and then by their all-out

opposition to the Russian October Revo-

lution of 1917, the first (and. to date,

only) victorious workers revolution. With

the mobilization of the forces of counter-

revolution by the German Social Democ-
racy to crush a workers uprising in 1919,

the line between the labor reformists

and revolutionary Marxists was drawn in

the blood of thousands of revolution-

ary workers and of Communist leaders

Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht,

who were murdered at the behest of

continued on page 8
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Britain: Lynch Mob Hysteria

Targets “Sex Offenders”
The following article is abridged from

the Young Spartacus pages of Workers

Hammer No. 174, (Autumn 2000), pub-

lished by the Spartacist League/Britain.

WorkersHammer^
Reactionary hysteria whipped up by

Labour’s crusade against so-called "paed-

ophiles" and “sex offenders” was stoked

to white-hot heat over the summer.

Throughout the country—from Manches-

ter to Bristol, London to south Wales

—

people were injured, threatened, driven

from their homes and to suicide by lynch

mob terror. In one instance, a woman
paediatrician was attacked by a vicious,

moronic mob. Particularly nasty and vio-

lent were the rampages which took place

at the Paulsgrove
|
public housing] estate

near Portsmouth following the publica-

tion of a hit list of “suspected paedo-

philes" by the News of the World in its

now-notorious “name and shame” cam-
paign. The tabloid’s editor and architect

of this campaign, one Rebekah Wade, is a

feature at New Labour fundraising din-

ners. An account in the Independent on
Sunday (13 August) summarised:

"Rioters smashed windows, burnt a ear,

caused a convicted paedophile to flee and
go to ground, forced out four other fami-

lies with no record of child abuse, waved
placards calling for lynchings and depor-
tations (to South America, for some rea-

son) and touched off among their own
children infantile eruptions of hatred and
vandalism A list of 20 rumoured paedo-
philes was produced and circulated. A
suspected child sex offender from nearby
Southampton shot himself dead. A sec-

ond suspect also committed suicide.”

Scenes of children and toddlers in

Paulsgrove carrying signs reading “Don’t
House Them/Hang Them!” and chanting

“stab him, burn him, kill him" made it

clear there was some serious abuse of
children going on—by the reactionary

vigilantes! And it could hardly be clearer

that laws which call for publicising

names and addresses of “sex offenders”

are an incitement to terror. A similar cam-
paign in Italy, stoked in particular by
Alessandra Mussolini’s fascist National

Alliance, also took place over the sum-
mer, with attempted lynchings in at least

four seaside resorts where ferocious

crowds chased and beat men accused of
“sex offences” with minors. Indeed, these

reactionary mobilisations are a culture

medium for fascist filth.

The ground has been firmly laid by the

Labour government since its election.

Weeks after Labour was elected, it

brought in the Sex Offenders Act which
extended police monitoring of former
“sex offenders,” requiring them to be-
come part of a police “register” available

to "individuals" in “the community.” It

detonated an outburst of reactionary vig-

Spartacist (English edition)
Volume 1 Issues 1 to 20, Feb. 1964-July 1971

Volume 2: Issues 21 to 30,

Autumn 1972-Autumn 1980

Volume 3: Issues 31 to 40,

Summer 1981-Summer 1987

Spartacist (German edition)

Volume 1: Issues 1 to 10,

Spring 1974-Wlnter 1981-82

$25 each (includes postage)

ilantism at the time (see "Labour’s Frenzy

over ‘Paedophilia’: Pretext for State

Repression,” Workers Hammer No. 163,

July/August 1998). This time around.

Blair's porcine deputy John Prescott

vowed to bring in even tougher legisla-

tion, including extension of the use of

life sentences for “sex offenders." Syd
Rapson, Labour MP for Portsmouth

North which includes the impoverished,

heavily unemployed Paulsgrove estate,

embraced the vigilante mobilisations

as “democracy having its way” (Inde-

pendent, 10 August). We say: Down with

Labour's reactionary anti-"paedophile"

campaign!

Coming from the Labour government
which brought you the New Deal [forcing

the jobless off government benefits] and
pitiful wages for youth, slashed social

benefits and levied fees for higher educa-

Reactionary
hysteria against

“suspected
pedophiles” was
whipped up by

Tony Blair’s Labour
government.

tion, talk about concern for youth is

so much hypocritical cant. So, too, is

the cynical wielding of understandable

horror and outrage over the murder of
young people such as Sarah Payne. When
it comes to that, the bloody Blair gov-

ernment’s crimes in Northern Ireland, the

starvation blockade of Iraq, the NATO
bombing of Serbia have meant taking the

lives of hundreds of thousands of chil-

dren and youth.

Marxism vs. Bourgeois Bigotry

Crocodile tears have been shed—both

in the bourgeois press and in ostensible

“socialist” newspapers—about “inno-

cent” people being victimised in the

recent round of government-sponsored
hysteria. Thus, it’s common to bewail the

fact that teenage lovers, victims of mis-

taken identification, little kids “playing

doctor" and others have been targeted

both by the state’s "register” and vigilante

mobilisations. Such was the climate that,

on 6 August, a rabid crowd gathered out-

side the home of pop singer Gary Glitter

following the announcement by a Sun-
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day tabloid of his return to London after

five months abroad Glitter had recent-

ly served a jail sentence for the “crime"

of. ..downloading child porn from the

Internet! His persecution was truly

obscene. But who then are the “guilty”?

From tabloid rags to the government and

the fake-left Labourite press, the answer

is “paedophiles.”

"Paedophilia” simply means sexual

desire towards children. To equate this

with child murder and rape is grotesque

and partakes of the same reactionary

bourgeois bigotry which declares all sex

other than heterosexual monogamy to be

"deviant" We oppose the persecution of
those who engage in consensual inter-

generational sex, we oppose the reaction-

ary “age of consent” laws and we have

a long record of defending against perse-

cution organisations such as the North

American Man/Boy Love Association

(NAMBLA) and the British Paedophile

Information Exchange, whose leaders

were jailed in 1984 for advocating the

right of youth under the “age of consent”

to have sex with adults. In defending

NAMBLA against a sinister effort to

frame it up. bankrupt and crush it, our
comrades in the Spartacist League/
U.S. noted that this group, which prints

excerpts from works by Walt Whitman
and William Shakespeare as well as his-

torical essays on figures from gay history,

has been witchhunted for the more than

20 years since its inception. A 24 May let-

ter by a NAMBLA spokesman stated:

"NAMBLA opposes laws that punish

consensual relationships. It has always
taken the strongest stand possible against

any violence, sexual or otherwise, against

children" ( Workers Vanguard No. 741,

8 September). But this simple truth—in

the U.S. as here—runs counter to hysteria

about sex, homosexuality in particular,

and sex involving young people above all.

It was no coincidence that, at the height

of the reactionary mobilisations against

“paedophiles," the House of Lords deci-

sion on “Section 28” upheld this vicious

anti-homosexual law. Not even a minimal
liberalisation of Britain’s draconian anti-

gay legislation, some of which dates from
the 19th century—criminalising "cruis-

ing," group sex and even kissing in pub-
lic—will come from Labour and the

“Vicar of St. Albion" Tony Blair. Instead

the anti-gay bigotry of the capitalist rul-

ers encourages fascist atrocities like the

nail bombing of the Admiral Duncan, a

gay pub in Soho.

Violent abuse and rape of children is

a terrible crime. Once the question of
“child abuse" has become a political foot-

ball, however, the state wilfully will

not tell the difference between Jack the

Ripper and Lewis Carroll. The guiding
principle for sexual relations should be

that of effective consent, nothing more
and nothing less than mutual agreement
and understanding as opposed to coer-

cion. One might say that a girl of 1 1 is too

young, whereas one of 14 is able to

decide for herself what she wants to do.

In any case this is not a matter to be deter-

mined by the capitalist state which
upholds in every way it can the inherently

oppressive nuclear family, including

enforcing sexual repression and fear, with

untold results of increased human misery.

We vehemently oppose state intervention

into people's sexual activities and private

lives: State out of the bedroom!

Our view on this, an application of

elementary democratic rights—including

to the most vulnerable sections of the

population—is taken from that of the

early Soviet workers state which issued

from the 1917 October Revolution. Writ-

Re uters

ing in 1923, Grigori i Batkis, director of

the Moscow Institute of Social Hygiene,

explained:

"Soviet legislation bases itself on the fol-

lowing principle: it declares the absolute
non-interference of the state and soci-

ety into sexual matters so long as nobody
is injured and no one’s interests are
encroached upon.... Concerning homo-
sexuality, sodomy, and various other
forms of sexual gratification, which are

set down in European legislation as
offences against public morality—Soviet
legislation treats these exactly the same
as so-called 'natural’ intercourse. All

forms of sexual intercourse are private

matters."

— "The Sexual Revolution in Russia”

[1923], quoted in J. Lauristen
and D. Thorstad, The Early
Homosexual Rights Movement
1864-1935 [emphasis in original]

For the capitalist rulers, religious

obscurantism, reactionary social mores
and the tamily are weapons to ensure
ideological conformity and respect for the

"authority " of the institutions of the bour-

geois state. The great leader of the Rus-
sian Revolution, Leon Trotsky, writing in

1939, explained:

"Civilization can be saved only by the
socialist revolution. To accomplish the
overturn, the proletariat needs all its

strength, all its resolution, all its audac-
ity, passion and nithlessncss. Above all it

must be completely free from the fictions

of religion, 'democracy’ and transcenden-
tal morality—the spiritual chains forged
by the enemy to lame and enslave it.""— “Moralists and Sycophants,"

Their Morals and Ours

For Marxists, it should be ABC that the

strengthening of the bourgeois state’s

repressive apparatus—whether suppos-
edly to "protect children,” to “fight

drugs" or any number of pretexts—poses
a threat to broader civil liberties for all

sections of the working class and the

oppressed. And in today’s rotting, bar-

baric capitalist society, periodic anti-sex

witchhunts are a distraction from struggle

against and cover for grinding poverty
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Paul Mattsson UbberVNetwork
Fascist National Front provocation targets Gay Pride demonstration in Leicester in July. In April 1999, gay pub in
London's Soho district was bombed by fascist killer.

and its attendant frustration and violence,

much of it perpetuated within the family,

the chief institution for the oppression of
women and youth in class society. (Thus,
the condition of many women and chil-

dren on the Paulsgrove estate, with unem-
ployment at some 1

1
per cent, is surely

miserable.) These witchhunts are also
aimed at imposing on youth abstinence

and guilt about sex.

“Age of consent” laws are the hand-
maiden of all manner of state interfer-

ence in the lives of and control over
young people—from when you can drink

to access to birth control. We seek to

undercut the economic and legal basis of
the nuclear family as part of our struggle

for socialist revolution. We call for a rad-

ical lowering of the legal age of adult-

hood with free housing, food and a sti-

pend provided for youth who do not

wish to remain at home. Our goal is a

society in which the family can be
replaced

; in which sexual relations can
be truly voluntary, among any consent-

ing individuals; in which the deforming
guilt and shame pounded into all of us

can be lifted; in which the constraints of

economic necessity which force families

together and often break them apart are

gone.

Labourite Reformists’ Touching
Faith in the Bourgeois State

The likes of Action for Solidarity com-
pletely wallow in Labourite backward-
ness and bigotry. In its 4 August issue,

this newspaper of the Alliance for Work-
ers Liberty (AWL) condemns the media
coverage which “creates a climate of fear,

feeding the fantasies of paedophiles

everywhere” while making no distinction

whatsoever between “raping and stran-

gling" and paedophilia. Naturally, these

super-slavish Labourites aim all their

“concern” over “mob rule” at the “irre-

sponsible manner” of the media; the role

of the Labour government is not men-
tioned. The right-centrist Workers Power
contributed its own twist to the last big

round of vigilante terror by raising

the call for “children’s tribunals, in which
adult specialists (lawyers, child psy-

chologists, etc.) can be utilised, should be

set up and regulated by democratically

elected representatives from schools, care

institutions, reform schools" ( Workers

Power
,
June 1998). This is a (crackpot)

scheme to make bourgeois “justice” more
effective. There can be no rational or just

policy towards the complex questions of

sex or sexuality carried out by the capi-

talist state.

The Socialist Workers Party (SWP),
which supported Labour, as it habitually

does, in the last general election, wrote

in Socialist Worker ( 1 9 August):

"The witch-hunt was started in a news-
paper by Rebekah Wade, the highly paid

editor of the News of the World and a

welcome face in Downing Street.

“It followed on from the witch-hunt

against refugees, incited from the parlia-

mentary tea rooms by William Hague and
Ann Widdecombe, and the witch-hunt

against gays over Section 28—backed by
the bishops in the House of Lords."

What is wrong with this picture? The
racist attacks on refugees and immigrants

emanate primarily from the cabinet

rooms of the Labour government. Ditto

the witchhunt against “paedophiles.”

To this whitewash of Blair’s govern-

ment Julie Waterson’s article “The Abuse
of Power" (Socialist Review, Septem-
ber 2000) added some advice to Labour
(which it claims has merely "played

into” and “conceded" to reaction). While
Waterson's article notes that “it is impos-
sible for the institutions of capitalism to

face up to and deal with questions of child

abuse” as the family plays a central role

under capitalism, it is chock full of such

advice. For example. Waterson cites

“extended supervision orders, something
which has been available to judges from

1992 yet rarely used." The SWP’s Paul

Foot went so far as to become a promi-

nent defender of a massive police opera-

tion against childcare workers amidst

wild accusations that children's homes
had been “infiltrated” by "organised

groups of paedophiles," for example in an

article carried in the London Review of
Books (4 July 1996). Peter Taaffe’s

Socialist Party has bewailed the fact that

"probation and prison services have also

suffered serious cutbacks in recent years"

and heartily approve of the “register"

imposed in 1997 (Socialism Today, Sep-

tember 2000). This slavish looking to the

repressive apparatus of the capitalist state

is the essence of Labourite reformism.

The “law and order” upheld by the

British state—whether or not adminis-

tered by a Labour government—is vile,

racist, anti-woman, anti-gay, anti-youth

and anti-working-class. From the banning
of Lady Chatterley's Lover to the trial of

Oscar Wilde, the legacy of this state is

one of profound hostility to and repres-

sion against any challenge to the stifling

"moral” code imposed upon the working

masses (and rather less, to understate the

case, upon the scions of the ruling class).

Not so many years ago, students were
regularly caned and orphans tortured by

the pious representatives of the “Lord" on
earth. Today, many youth, thrown on the

scrap-heap of unemployment and lacking

education, can look forward to long sen-

tences in decrepit prison hellholes. This

is the reality of capitalist Britain that we
in the Spartacus Youth Group seek to

change through building a communist
youth organisation as the auxiliary to a

revolutionary proletarian party commit-
ted to nothing less than the destruction of

the whole profit system and the establish-

ment of workers rule. No doubt, as Isaac

Deutscher once noted, the tragedies of

sex and death will still pursue socialist

man. But at least future generations under
socialism will be better equipped to deal

with them, without the need to uphold

ancient oppressions. We don’t pretend to

know how future generations will look

back on us; as barbarians we suspect, but

we hope also with great pity. As we wrote

in Women and Revolution (No. 43, Win-
ter 1993-Spring 1994):

"To create genuinely free and equal
relations between people in all spheres,
including sex, requires nothing less

than the destruction of this class system
and the creation of a communist world In

a classless society social and economic
constraints on sexual relations will be
nonexistent, and in the words of Fred-
erick Engels, 'there is no other motive left

except mutual inclination'."

For a more extensive treatment of the

issues of sex and capitalist society raised

in the above article, see the articles

"Something About Incest" and "The
Uses of Abuse" (Women and Revolution

Nos. 28 and 29, Spring 1984 and Spring

1985). m
Ms London

SL/B fights for women’s liberation through socialist revolution.
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Serbian Elections

Made in U.S.A.

Anti-Milosevic protest in Cacak, center of opposition movement
blessed by Orthodox hierarchy and financed by U.S. imperialism.

U.S./UN/NATO Forces Out!

For a Socialist Federation

of the Balkans!

OCTOBER 16—With its massive

intervention in the Yugoslav presi-

dential elections, U.S. imperialism

finally managed to drive Serbian

leader Slobodan Milosevic from

power. The victory of Vojislav Kostu-

nica as Yugoslav president has been

hailed in Western capitals as a tri-

umph for democracy. Kostunica is. if

anything, even more rabidly chauvin-

ist than Milosevic, but he is beholden

to the imperialists. His election was

bought and paid for by the U.S. and

other NATO powers, especially Ger-

many, who openly funded and brain-

trusted the opposition parties and black-

mailed the population with threats of

continued economic sanctions if they

didn't vote the right way.

Claiming a clear victory in the first

round of presidential elections on Sep-

tember 24, Kostunica’s Democratic Op-

position (DOS) coalition declared a boy-

cott of the second round and launched

a campaign of strikes and demonstra-

tions to force Milosevic out. Opposi-

tion centers like Cacak were shut down
and workers strikes closed many offices

and enterprises, including the country’s

largest coal mine in Kolubara. Serbian

workers certainly had every reason to

despise the capitalist Milosevic regime,

but these strikes were clearly subordi-

nated to the imperialist-sponsored bour-

geois opposition.

The U.S. and European imperialist

powers spent over $60 million to finance

the anti-Milosevic opposition, including

more than $20 million (much of it dis-

bursed by the German Red Cross) in the

guise of a “partner city" program and

almost $36 million shelled out by the

U.S. over the past two years to subsidize

Serbian political parties, unions, media

organizations and others. Undisclosed

millions more were spent by the U.S.

Agency for International Development
and the National Endowment for Democ-
racy, a CIA front, as well as by capitalist

foundations like the Soros Foundation.

Given the difference in population and

buying power, imperialist aid to the Ser-

bian opposition was equivalent to some-

one pumping some $3 billion into the

U.S. Last month the House of Represen-

tatives passed the “Serbia Democratiza-

tion Act,” allocating an additional $105
million over the coming fiscal year to

support U.S. -allied forces in Yugoslavia.

Imagine the outcry if a foreign govern-

ment tried to influence American elec-

tions on anything approaching such a

scale. The U.S. bourgeoisie is still in a

tizzy about supposed Chinese contribu-

tions to the Clinton/Gore campaign four

years ago, allegedly channeled through a

Buddhist temple!

As Milosevic’s reign came to an end
when demonstrators in Belgrade stormed
the parliament building on October 5

while police and security forces stood

aside, Western spokesmen rejoiced over

the fall of “Europe’s last Communist dic-

tator.” Far from being a Communist, Mil-

osevic, along with his nationalist counter-

parts in Croatia and Bosnia, played a

central role in the imperialist-instigated

capitalist counterrevolution that tore apart

the multinational Yugoslav deformed
workers state in the early 1990s. The
counterrevolution was fueled by and in

turn intensified a fratricidal slaughter

among Serbs, Croats and Bosnian Mus-
lims, cynically stoked by the Western
powers, above all the U.S. and Germany.
As Marxists, we oppose the poison of

nationalism and fight for the class unity of

the workers of Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia,

Bosnia and Kosovo in overthrowing all

the bloody capitalist regimes of the

region For a socialist federation of the

Balkans!

The idea of bloody U.S. imperialism

intervening in Serbia to install "democ-
racy” is a cruel hoax. The imperialist rul-

ers arrogantly claimed the right to decide

who should govern Serbia, and now they

have exercised that right. This is the

New “democratic"
Yugoslav president
Vojislav Kostunica with
Serb-chauvinist
paramilitary killers

in Kosovo, 1998.

follow-up to the ruthless U.S. -led bomb-
ing campaign last year that killed thou-

sands of civilians and destroyed the

entire infrastructure of the country, from

factories and office buildings to water

and power distribution systems.

As with the continuing U.S. bombing
of Saddam Hussein’s Iraq and the U.S.-

imposed starvation blockade which has

killed well over one million people,

the imperialist rulers feel they can

throw their weight around with impunity.

The “democratic" U.S./NATO imperial-

ists wreaked more devastation in Serbia

than did German imperialism under

Hitler’s Nazis in World War II Com-
bined with a decade of economic sanc-

tions against Serbia, this wiped away a

half century of economic progress made
possible by the post-World War II over-

turn of capitalism in Yugoslavia.

While opposing all sides in the three-

cornered nationalist civil wars in the for-

mer Yugoslavia, the International Com-
munist League called for military

defense of the Serbs when they were
attacked by the U.S /NATO imperialists

and opposed the imperialist embargo.
From the outset of last year’s war in

March 1999, we raised the call: Defeat

U.S./NATO imperialism through workers
revolution! Defend Serbia! We gave con-
crete expression to our proletarian inter-

nationalist opposition to the imperialist

war by collecting almost $1 1 ,000 for the

campaign initiated by the syndicalist-

influenced Italian COBAS trade

unions to aid Yugoslav workers

whose factories had been bombed by

NATO. Above all, we stressed the

need to forge Leninist vanguard par-

ties to lead the proletariat in the

imperialist countries in overthrowing

the bloodthirsty capitalist rulers

through socialist revolution.

We opposed the predatory ‘'peace"

diktat imposed by the U.S., which

turned Kosovo into a NATO protec-

torate today occupied by 40,000

troops. While cynically feigning

“humanitarian" concern for the Kosovo

Albanians, it was Washington's goal from

the beginning to project its power in

the region—through the U.S. -dominated

NATO alliance—including against its

West European imperialist "allies." The
imperialists already have 35,000 NATO-
led troops in Bosnia and 2,000 in Alba-

nia, with a thousand United Nations

troops in Macedonia. U.S. hands off Ser-

bia! All U.S./UN/NATO troops out of the

Balkans!

Capitalist Counterrevolution
and “Ethnic Cleansing”

The Socialist Federal Republic of

Yugoslavia was born out of World War
II. when Tito’s Communist Partisans bat-

tled the occupying Nazi Wehrmacht as

well as the Croatian fascist Ustasha and

Serbian royalist Chetniks. Tito’s multina-

tional Partisans were the only force in

Yugoslavia that opposed communalism.
But the Partisan victory led to the

creation of a bureaucratically deformed
workers state patterned on the Soviet

Union under Stalin, in which the work-

ing class was deprived of political power.

The 1945 constitution formally guaran-

teed equal national rights for all the peo-

ples of Yugoslavia. But bureaucratic mis-

rule and the nationalist deformations

which went along with “socialism in one

country” undermined the socialist and

egalitarian ideals to which the Tito

regime publicly appealed.

Some years later, Tito introduced

“market socialism,” which opened Yugo-

slavia to imperialist economic penetration

and reinforced disparities among the var-

ious regions, fueling resurgent national-

ism. After his death in 1980, the bureauc-

racy began to fracture along national

lines. As head of the central bank, Slo-

bodan Milosevic promoted pro-capitalist

“market reforms” and came to power in

Serbia in 1987 by appealing to “greater

Serbia" chauvinism against the Kosovo
Albanians. In this, he embodied the link

between capitalist restoration and nation-

alism. But Milosevic was not alone in this

regard. His Croatian counterpart in the

early '90s, Franjo Tudjman, idolized the

World War II pro-Nazi fascist Ustasha

while Bosnian Muslim leader Alija Izet-

begovic (who resigned last week) was

a rabid nationalist and Islamic reaction-

ary, whose 1990 “Islamic Declaration”

demanded the “Islamization” of Bosnia’s

largely secular Muslim population.

With the nations and peoples of Yugo-

slavia, especially Bosnia, intermingled,

any attempt to pul this region under the

rule of any one of the constituent peo-

ples—Serbs, Croats or Slavic Muslims

—

is necessarily oppressive of the others. In

such a situation, under capitalism, there

is no democratic solution to the national

question. Self-determination of one peo-

ple means “ethnic cleansing," the driving

out of other peoples. Thus with the

breakup of Yugoslavia, Bosnia experi-

enced a communalist war in which all

sides committed atrocities and "ethnic

cleansing" on a scale depending upon the

shifting balance of military forces. We
wrote at the time (WV No. 578, 18 June

1993):

"The liberal and rad-lib milieu has taken

up ‘poor little Bosnia' as its latest cause,

and various pseudo-leftists are falling

over themselves trying to think up argu-

ments for direct or indirect imperialist

intervention against the Serbs. As Marx-
ists and proletarian internationalists, we
take no side in the squalid nationalist

bloodbath that has ripped up the former
Yugoslavia, establishing capitalist rule

over the corpses of the workers and peas-

ants of all nationalities. But we oppose

6 WORKERS VANGUARD
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ISO (left) rejected defense of Serbia against NATO war last

year, pushed idiot pacifism; Workers Power (center) echoed
imperialist cry of “poor little Kosovo,” joined in London protest

featuring signs reading "NATO—Good Luck." Right: Spartacist

contingent at June 1999 antiwar protest in San Francisco.
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all forms of imperialist intervention in

the Balkans, from the economic boycott

of Serbia to 'peacekeeping' troops."

The nationalist breakup of Yugoslavia

was directly instigated by the imperial-

ists. particularly through Germany’s push

for Croatian independence The character

of the armed conflicts changed decisively

in 1995 as the U S. and Germany pro-

vided the Croatian army with large quan-

tities of modern weaponry along with

training and advisers. In the biggest sin-

gle act of “ethnic cleansing" in these con-

flicts, the Croatian forces drove hundreds

of thousands of Serbs out of the Krajina

region of eastern Croatia. When NATO
unleashed weeks of air strikes to back the

Croatian army and its Bosnian Muslim
allies in routing the Bosnian Serb forces,

we called for military defense of the Bos-

nian Serbs. These air strikes and the sub-

sequent NATO occupation of Bosnia set

the stage for last year’s massive terror

bombing of Serbia and Kosovo.

The U.S. has now finally ousted Milo-

sevic. But the new situation hardly prom-

ises a stable imperialist “New World

Order" in the Balkans. Not only is the

Belgrade coalition regime internally

unstable, with competing parties out

to knife each other, but the nationalist

conflicts in the region may well intensify.

With Serbia now joining the European

“community of nations." what will NATO
now do vis-^-vis the secessionist Kosovo

Albanians, who are still nominally part of

the rump Yugoslavia? And what of the

demand for independence of Montenegro?

Washington’s Serbian
Nationalists

Kostunica’s Democratic Party of Ser-

bia, now the core of the new Belgrade

regime, is the voice of the new capitalist

class that has emerged in Serbia. The
opposition platform—drawn up by G 17-

Plus, a group of Serbian economists

bankrolled by the imperialists—is a plan

for enriching the Serbian bourgeoisie

while ramming austerity measures down
the throats of the working class. It calls

for rapid privatization of nationalized

enterprises, cancellation of price controls,

subordination of the country to the Inter-

national Monetary Fund and World Bank
and introduction of a “dual-currency,

monetary system" making the German D-

mark an official currency.

Kostunica reportedly claims to see

himself in the mold of West European

conservative parties like the French

Gaullists and the British Tories. But

there is scant room in a devastated coun-

try like Serbia, under the boot of imperi-

alist domination, for even the trappings

of parliamentary democracy. The 18-

party Democratic Opposition has the

official blessing of the Serbian Orthodox

hierarchy and the London-born Prince

Alexander, scion of the pre-World War II

monarchy, who returned to Belgrade yes-

terday. The most prominent figure in the

coalition, Zoran Djindjic, campaigned in

Bosnia in the mid-1990s for Radovan

Karadzic, head of the Serb paramilitary

forces which carried out murderous "eth-

nic cleansing" of Bosnian Muslims.

Another key component in the new rul-

ing coalition is the Serbian Renewal

Movement of Vuk Draskovic, who looks

back to the pre-World War II ultranation-

alist Chetnik monarchists.

Kostunica, too, was an ardent supporter

of Karadzic. In a 6 October interview

with the Internet magazine REDS, Italian

journalist Andrea Ferrario reports that

Kostunica justified the 1995 massacre of

7,000 Bosnian Muslims in Srebrenica as

an “act of self-defense.” Ferrario adds,

"He is very close to the Serbian Church

and during the years has maintained good
connections with the monarchist milieu"

Kostunica first went into opposition to the

Tito regime in 1974 because a proposed

new constitution granted increased auton-

omy for predominantly Albanian Muslim

Kosovo. Two years ago. he had himself

photographed with an assault rifle in hand

as he toured Kosovo in support of the

pogromist Serbian paramilitary gangs.

Such are the leaders of the “democratic

revolution” hailed by Western imperialist

spokesmen, who are in turn echoed by an

array of opportunist leftists. Thus, the ref-

ormist British Socialist Workers Party

(SWP) of the late Tony Cliff (affiliated to

the International Socialist Organization in

the U.S.) hailed “Serbia’s revolution” in

an article which does not even mention,

much less demand the withdrawal of,

imperialist troops in the Balkans (Social-

ist Worker | Britain j. 14 October). The

French Cliffite paper Socialisme par en

bas (October 2000) headlined an article

“Otpor!" (Resistance). Otpor is the stu-

dent opposition group which was a

spearhead of the anti-Milosevic protests

and was described by the New York Tunes

(15 October) as “flush with funds from

Western aid groups and governments.”

The right-centrist British Workers

Power (WP) group likewise enthused

over "a mighty popular revolution” (WP
Web site, 1 0 October). Writing only days

before Kostunica was feted by NATO
leaders at a European Union meeting,

WP asserted that Kostunica "has not

offered himself as an open tool of Nalo,"

while an article written before Milo-

sevic's ouster claimed that “Kostunica

never received the open backing of the

imperialist powers” ( Workers Power,

October 2000). This is a preposterous

cover-up.

The German newsweekly Der Spiegel

(9 October) reported that the decision to

present Kostunica as the joint opposition

candidate was imposed at a gathering of

feuding opposition leaders summoned
together by U.S. secretary of state Made-
leine Albright and German Green foreign

minister Joschka Fischer during a

December G8 summit in Berlin. A month

before the election, the U.S. set up an

office in its embassy in Budapest to coor-

dinate the opposition campaign and fun-

nel some $30 million into Serbia.

The "mighty popular revolution” was

in reality spearheaded by a small group

around Cacak mayor Velimir Ilic, who
was part of a Serbian delegation received

by high U.S. officials in Washington last

year. Ilic, working in close collaboration

with anti-Milosevic elements in the state

security forces, organized a gang of para-

military thugs and skinheads to spear-

head the assault on parliament. On Octo-

ber 4, as Ilic was organizing the convoy

to go to Belgrade, Otpor leader Slobodan

Homen met in Budapest with William

Montgomery, the U.S. ambassador to

Yugoslavia who was then based in the

Budapest embassy, to run through plans

for the final assault.

Fake-Left Drummer Boys
for Imperialism

The political lodestar for groups like

Workers Power and the SWP/ISO is not

the class interests of the international

proletariat but the pressure of their own
bourgeoisie, refracted through the pro-

imperialist labor bureaucracy and petty-

bourgeois "public opinion." In particular,

the SWP and WP are in the tow of the

Blair Labour government in Britain—his-

torically a key player in the Balkans

—

which is among the most rabid forces in

the imperialist anti-Milosevic coalition.

The SWP’s anti-NATO rhetoric during

the 1999 war was an expression of its

opposition to the interests of American

imperialism; thus SWP spokesman Alex

Callinicos cosigned a statement against

the U.S. -dominated NATO alliance in

favor of intervention under the aegis of

the European imperialists’ Organization

for Cooperation and Security in Europe

{New Statesman, 10 May 1999).

For its pan. Workers Power has long

been a strident voice in the “poor little

Bosnia" chorus. Along with a number

of other fake-Trotskyist groups in Brit-

ain, WP joined the “Workers Aid to Bos-

nia” campaign in 1993—which worked

hand in glove with UN “peacekeeping”

forces—and raised the call, "Solidar-

ity with Bosnian Muslims!” With this call

WP placed itself squarely at the service

of the Izetbegovic regime—which in-

corporated into its forces Islamic funda-

mentalists from throughout, the Near

East—and its imperialist patrons. When
imperialist war propaganda against the

Serbs was translated into NATO bombs,

Workers Power issued a statement on 5

September 1995 baldly declaring that “in

the war between NATO and Republica

Srpska (the Bosnian “Serb Republic”),

revolutionaries continue to take a revolu-

tionary defeatist position on both sides"

(see "Chickens Come Home to Roost

over Balkans Betrayal," Workers Hammer
No. 148, November/December 1995).

This was an open repudiation of the ele-

mentary Leninist principle of military

defense of a small nation or semicolonial

people against imperialist attack.

Last year’s NATO terror bombing was

continued on page 9

Serbian factory

in Cacak
destroyed by
1999 U.S./NATO
bombing.

All-sided

nationalist

reaction in former
Yugoslavia. From

left: Muslim
fundamentalist
supporters of

imperialist-backed
Bosnian regime,
Croatian soldiers

giving fascist

salute, latter-day

Serbian Chetnik
chauvinist.

Reuters La Repubblica Der Spiegel
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Right-wing racist

Pat Buchanan
and liberal

Ralph Nader, on
NBC's Meet the
Press, share
program of

chauvinist

protectionism.

Nader...
(continuedfrom page 3)

the Social Democrats.

Tellingly, D'Amato’s “historical" anal-

ysis does not chronicle the history of

“progressive” bourgeois and petty-bour-

geois third parties in the U.S.—no doubt

because this history starkly illustrates

that such movements have served to

divert the light for working-class inde-

pendence back into the Democratic

Party. Philistines like Socialist Alterna-

tive and the ISO depict every opportunist

foray as a "new situation" in order to

hoodwink those inexperienced support-

ers who take their pseudo-Marxism as

good coin.

1924: The Farmer-Labor Party

and the “La Follette Revolution”

The American Communist Party (CP

—

then called the Workers (Communist)

Party) in its early, revolutionary years was

confronted with just such a “third party"

movement, albeit one far more radical

than Nader's Greens: the Farmer-Labor

Party. Spurred by the Bolshevik Revolu-

tion. workers in the U.S. engaged in a

wave of hard-fought struggles in 1919,

from Seattle to the Midwest steel mills to

the coal fields of western Pennsylvania.

Local labor parties sprang up in a number
of cities. Chicago Federation of Labor

head John Fitzpatrick, an Irish nationalist

with a reputation as a radical trade union-

ist opposed to American Federation of

Labor (AFL) bureaucrat Samuel Gom-
pers, formed a national Labor Party.

Saddled with ultraleft prejudices, the

Workers Party initially ignored this

movement. By the time it took notice in

late 1922, Fitzpatrick's party was no

longer an unambiguously working-class

organization. In 1920, the Labor Party

leadership had entered into negotiations

with the bourgeois "Committee of 48.”

inheritors of the tradition of the "Bull

Moose" Progressive Party, which ran

arch-imperialist and former Republican

president Theodore Roosevelt in the 1912

presidential election. Seeking the vote of

rural populists, the Labor Party changed
its name to the Farmer-Labor Party. By its

very nature, such a two-class party means
the political subordination of the proletar-

iat to the bourgeoisie through the agency

of the petty bourgeoisie—farmers, pro-

fessionals, shopkeepers and small capi-

talists—an intermediate layer which can

play no independent role in capitalist

society.

In 1922, Fitzpatrick joined with

the Conference of Progressive Political

Action (CPPA), founded by the railroad

union tops to support “progressive" can-

didates of any party. When Fitzpatrick

left over the CPPA's refusal to abandon a

“non-partisan" orientation and agreed to

call a conference to found a new party,

the Workers Party joined with him in this

effort. At that conference in July 1923,

Fitzpatrick demanded that the Commu-
nists accept a subordinate role, while

they attempted to take organizational

control. Fitzpatrick broke with the Work-
ers Party, moving back toward Gompers,

leaving the newly founded Federated

Farmer-Labor Party in the hands of the

Workers Party and a few petty-bourgeois

populists.

Politically, the Workers Party had

accepted the “Fanner-Labor” orientation.

It failed to draw a clear class line in its

propaganda and did not insist that any

new party make a complete break with

all bourgeois political currents and be

unambiguously working-class in charac-

ter. Thus it coexisted in the Federated

Farmer-Labor Party with populist ele-

ments who were already lining up behind

the proposed candidacy of Progressive

war horse “Battlin’ Bob” La Follette, a

Wisconsin Senator and longtime Republi-

can, in the 1924 presidential election.

John Pepper, a Hungarian adventurer

who became a leader in the Workers

Party by passing himself off as an offi-

cial emissary from the Communist Inter-

national (Cl), even enthused over a sup-

posed "La Follette revolution.”

It was Leon Trotsky in Moscow who
insisted on pulling the Workers Party

back from the opportunist course of the

“third party alliance" in 1924. In the

introduction to the first volume of his

The First Five Years of the Communist
International, Trotsky argued:

"For a young and weak Communist Parly,

lacking in revolutionary temper, to play

ihe role of solicitor and gatherer of 'pro-

gressive voters’ for the Republican Sena-
tor La Follette is to head toward the polit-

ical dissolution of the party in the petty

bourgeoisie. .. The inspirers of this mon-
strous opportunism, who are thoroughly
imbued with skepticism concerning the

American proletariat, are impatiently

seeking to transfer the party’s center of

gravity into a farmer milieu—a milieu

that is being shaken by the agrarian crisis.

By underwriting, even if with reserva-

tions, the worst illusions of the petty

bourgeoisie, it is not at all difficult to

create for oneself the illusion of wielding

influence over the petty bourgeoisie. To
think that Bolshevism consists of this is to

understand nothing about Bolshevism."

Trotsky linked the La Follette orienta-

tion of the American party with the

“worker-peasant bloc" being promoted

by the Cl leadership under Zinoviev.

Though going along with the “third party

alliance,” Communist leader James P.

Cannon, then in a bloc with William Z.

Foster, waged a fight against the Pepper

regime. By the time of the 1 924 elections,

the Workers Party had pulled back from

its disastrous course and ran its own elec-

tion campaign. In an unpublished note

years later. Cannon acknowledged:
"The cold fact is that the party which had
proclaimed itself at its inception as a rev-

olutionary party of the working class, and
had adopted a corresponding program,
became, for a period in 1924, the advo-
cate of a ‘third party' of capitalism, and
offered to support, under certain condi-

tions. the presidential candidacy of the

petty-bourgeois demagogue La Follette."

— quoted in Pjomethcus Research
Library introduction to James
F. Cannon and the Early Years

ofAmerican Communism
(Prometheus Research Library

[1992])

1948: Henry Wallace and the
Progressive Party

In 1928, Cannon was won over to the

Trotskyist Left Opposition against the

Stalinization of the Comintern, having

read Trotsky’s critique of the Cl’s draft

program at the Sixth Comintern Con-
gress that year. Expelled from the CP,

Cannon and some one hundred support-

ers founded the American Trotskyist

movement to fight for the authentic Bol-

shevism which animated the early Cl as

represented by its first four congresses.

After a "third period" sectarian phase

in the late 1920s and early ’30s, by the

mid- 1 930s the Comintern was firmly

wedded to the reformist program of class

collaboration exemplified by the “peo-

ple’s front" policy. In the U.S., this was

manifested in backhanded support to

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s "New Deal"

Democrats. The massive labor upsurge

and working-class radicalization which

led to the formation of the CIO industrial

unions was accompanied by strong senti-

ment at the base for an independent party

of labor. The CIO tops, including the

social democrats and Stalinists, sought

to head this off and channel the work-

ing class back into the Democrats. In

New York, they even formed the Ameri-

can Labor Parly (ALP) in order to get

socialist-minded workers, who had a

long tradition of opposing all capitalist

candidates, to vote for Roosevelt on the

ALP ticket. Moreover the Stalinists, who
had earlier led significant struggles

against racist oppression, used their con-

siderable influence to draw black people

firmly into the New Deal Democrats,
which ranged from Communists and

Northern liberals to segregationist South-

ern Dixiecrats.

With the onset of the Cold War against

the Soviet Union in the late 1940s and

a witchhunt against union militants and
leftists in the U.S., the Stalinists were fro-

zen out of the Democratic Party of Harry

Truman. They sought refuge in the presi-

dential campaign of Henry Wallace’s Pro-

gressive Party. Wallace, a former vice

president under Roosevelt, campaigned

on a continuation of the liberal New
Deal—a “pro-labor” stance and “peace

and friendship” with the Soviet Union.

Cannon had learned the lessons of the

1924 Farmer-Labor Party fiasco. When
some members of the then-Trotskyist

Socialist Workers Party (SWP) argued

for critical support to Wallace, Cannon

was adamantly opposed. In a report to an

SWP Central Committee plenum in Feb-

ruary 1948, he said:

"The Wallace party must be opposed and

denounced by every class criterion. In

the first place it is programmatically

completely bourgeois, as all the com-
rades have recognized. Its differences

with the Republican and Democratic par-

ties are purely tactical. There is not a

trace of a principled difference any-

where. And by principle difference, of

course, I mean a class difference."

Virtually the whole of this speech

could be a polemic against the oppor-

tunist arguments pushed by the ISO

today to justify its support for Nader.

Thus, Geier in his International Socialist

Review article says the Democrats and

Republicans “are both controlled by big

business” and adds, "Nader’s popu-

lism—opposing big business but sup-

porting competition—is anticorporate

but not anticapitalist." Here the viru-

lently Stalinophobic ISO is borrowing

straight from the Stalinist CP, which has

historically justified its support for Roo-

sevelt, Wallace and a host of other capi-

talist politicians under the rubric of the

“anti-monopoly coalition.” In addressing

pro-Wallace SWPers in his 1948 report.

Cannon explained:

"The argument is made by the Chicago
comrades that the capitalists do not sup-

port Wallace and therefore it is not a cap-
italist party I think it is quite correct that

all. or nearly all, of the monopoly capi-
talists at the present moment oppose
Wallace That is not decisive at all as to

the class character of the party. The class

character of the party is not determined
by the class that supports the party at the

moment but rather by the class that the
party supports....

‘The class character of the party is deter-

mined first by its program; secondly by
its actual policy in practice; and thirdly

by its composition and control. The Wal-
lace party is bourgeois on all these
counts....

"We have to stir up the workers against
this imposter, and explain to them that

they will never get a party of their own
by accepting substitutes."

Social Democracy vs.
Communism
The social-democratic ISO impostors

reject the lessons of history because they

reject the fight for a revolutionary party

of the working class. In other countries,

the ISO’s co-thinkers are loyal to the

mass reformist labor parties—which are

likewise bourgeois in their program
albeit rooted in the workers movement.
Its German members liquidated into the

youth group of the ruling Social Demo-
cratic Party; the British Socialist Work-
ers Party declared itself "over the moon"
following the election of the thoroughly

anti-working-class Tony Blair.

In the U.S., the ISO simultaneously
tails pro-Democratic Party “progressive”
union bureaucrats like former Teamsters
president Ron Carey and the liberal stu-

dent youth who are Nader’s fans. De-
scribing Nader’s campaign appearances,
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the New York Times (24 September)

observed: "To Mr. Nader and his support-

ers, those crowds are clear evidence that

his campaign has finally gained steam,

building a movement of disaffected vot-

ers—one might call them angry white lib-

erals—that will put the Green Party on

the political map.” For all its talk about a

"pro-labor alternative," the ISO likewise

sees its constituency as "angry white lib-

erals," seeking to win them not to Marx-
ism but. ..more militant liberalism.

If the ISO’s Joel Geier is adept at spu-

rious arguments for supporting a bour-

geois third party, it comes from many
years of practice. Geier was a leading

member of the ISO's predecessor, the

Independent Socialist Clubs (ISC), in

1968 when it was knee-deep in the petty-

bourgeois California Peace and Freedom
Party (PFP), whose main drawing card

was liberal opposition to the Vietnam

War being waged by the Democratic

Johnson administration. In language

almost identical to that being used about

Nader today, the Independent Socialist

(August 1968) enthused:

"A first wave of revulsion from the two-

party system, triggered by the spectre of

a Johnson-Nixon choice in '68, led to the

creation of the Peace and Freedom Party,

the first genuine independent alternative

in many years."

To the deserved dismay of the ISC, the

entire constituency of the PFP was sucked

back into the Democratic Party fold with

the development of the essentially politi-

cally identical but much more viable

presidential bid of antiwar Democrat
Eugene McCarthy.

Serbia...
(continued from page 7)

carried out in the name of defending

"poor little Kosovo." Here again. Work-
ers Power sang in tune with imperialist

war propaganda: supporting the Kosovo
Liberation Army pawns of NATO imperi-

alism. providing a platform for openly

pro-NATO Kosovar spokesmen at a Lon-
don public meeting, and participating in

an April 1999 “Workers Aid for Kosova”
demonstration in London which featured

Albanian and NATO flags and slogans

like "NATO—Good Luck!”

Appealing rather more to pacifistic

liberals, the American ISO urged the

U.S. ruling class to “stop the bombing”
and idiotically whined, “NATO bombs
won't bring peace.” In article after article

before and after the air war, these fake

socialists did not once call for the mil-

itary defense of Serbia! The ISO
lamented that the “vast sums wasted on
bombing Serbia could be used to remove
many of the underlying causes of con-

flicts in the world” (Socialist Worker, 9

April 1999). The underlying cause of

war is the system of imperialism.

The ISO reformists promote the illu-

sion that this system can somehow be

changed by pressuring the rulers of the

most rapacious imperialist power on earth

to change their priorities. But imperialism

is not a "policy" that can be made more
humane. As Lenin explained, imperialism

is “the highest stage of capitalism”: a

system based on ruthless plunder of the

colonial and semicolonial world, grinding

exploitation of the proletariat at home,
and a constant battle among the major
powers for markets and spheres of exploi-

tation which inevitably produces wars to

redivide the world. The only way to end
the threat of war is through international

proletarian revolution.

U.S. Imperialism
Hands Oft the Balkans!

The fake lefts’ prostration before the

imperialist rulers is the result of years of

tailing behind the anti-Communist Cold
War crusade against the Soviet Union in

the name of "democracy" and “human
rights." And particularly since the coun-

terrevolutionary destruction of the Soviet

Union in 1991-92, pseudo-leftists and
liberals have been among the most
aggressive voices for imperialist interven-

tion. Liberal columnist Anthony Lewis
recently attacked Republican presidential

The American bourgeoisie prefers

the two-party system because of its

stability in normal times, as Cannon
observed in his 1948 speech, absorbing

"shocks and grievances by shifting

people from one bourgeois party to

another." But it is not intrinsic to capital-

ist “democracy"; many capitalist coun-

tries have three, four and more political

parties. Nor does a break with the two-

party system necessarily imply motion to

the left. Right-wing racist Reform Party

candidate Pat Buchanan—who, like

Nader, pushes protectionist chauvin-

ism— is standing against the two major

capitalist parties, as did Alabama segre-

gationist George Wallace in 1968 when
he broke with the Democrats and cam-
paigned for president on the American
Independent Party ticket.

Our aim is to advance a proletarian rev-

olutionary program and build a revolu-

tionary workers party. While any electoral

support to bourgeois parties is excluded

on principle, Marxists will at times ex-

tend critical support— like a rope sup-

ports a hanged man, in Lenin's words

—

to reformist working-class parties if such

support helps drive home the principle of

class versus class. Thus our comrades of

the Spartacist League/Britain have on

occasion called for critical support to the

Socialist Labour Party (SLP) set up by

militant miners leader Arthur Scargill in

opposition to Blair's "New Labour" when
Labour purged even its fig leaf call for

nationalization of industry ("Clause IV")

from its constitution. Though sharply

criticizing the SLP's “old Labour" parlia-

mentary reformism, the SL/B stressed the

significance of this split from Labour at

the time: "For the first time in decades,

the British Labour Party's political stran-

glehold over the workers movement is

being challenged by an important split

from within" (WV No. 638, 2 February

1996).

Particularly in the case of small

reformist formations without a mass

working-class base, it is necessary that

their election campaigns pose a clear

programmatic break with capitalist poli-

tics if critical support to them is to

advance the consciousness of militant

workers or subjectively revolutionary

activists. That is certainly not the case

with the current presidential candidates

of the now-reformist SWP, Workers

World Party (WWP) or the Socialist

Party (SP). Quite the contrary. The
empty calls for a reformist “butter not

guns” program by the SP and WWP and

a quirky farmer-labor populism by the

SWP are presented in the framework of

bourgeois electoralism which is counter-

posed to a strategy of class struggle.

The SP is historically rooted in

Cold War anti-Communism. Former SP
leader Norman Thomas was immersed in

scandal in 1967 when it came out that

his Institute of International Labor

Research was a conduit for $1 million

in CIA funds to "democratic left" politi-

cians in Latin America; the New York

Times (22 February 1967) headlined:

"Thomas Upholds C. I. A. -Aided Work."

As for the SWP and WWP. not surpris-

ingly given Nader’s popularity among

lit
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multinational
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candidate George W. Bush for being

too hesitant about foreign intervention,

asserting: “If the United States had

not intervened in Bosnia and later in

Kosovo.... Slobodan Milosevic would
still hold power in Belgrade" (New York

Times, 7 October). In justifying Wash-
ington’s flagrant meddling in the Bal-

kans—"a natural area for our expan-
sion"— in an op-ed piece in the New York

Times (6 October). Robert Kaplan of
the New America Foundation, which
includes liberals and Clintonites, wrote:

"President Clinton and Secretary of Slate

Madeleine Albright deserve credii for

applying the realist principle that pro-
jecting power is a prerequisite for the

spread of one's values. In the 1930's, it

was the Nazis who were applying mili-

tary pressure and supporting local politi-

cal parties in the Balkans with money,
intelligence, printing presses and other
aid Not surprisingly, fascist ideals were
then ascendant.

"We should not delude ourselves that

the spread of open societies in the Bal-
kans and elsewhere is necessarily a natu-
ral development: it is a direct result of
the expansion of American imperial
authority."

As this statement shows, the call for

"human rights" as a justification for

imperialist war plays the same role today
as the racist “white man’s burden" did for

chauvinist reactionaries a century ago.

The massive intervention by the impe-
rialist powers around the Serbian elec-

tions was accompanied by what the

Washington Post (19 September) called

“a global shift of forces to bolster the

U.S. military presence in the Balkans.”
The focus of these moves was a plan, in

the event that Milosevic refused to step

down, to intervene in Montenegro follow-

ing a declaration of secession by the

Montenegrin regime of Milo Djukanovic.

a former black market operator and
smalltime hood. In preparation for this

plan, a special 20,000-man military unit

was set up in Montenegro, led by British

and Croatian officers. Two days after

the Serbian elections. U.S. and Croatian

troops launched joint exercises in the

Adriatic Sea and Washington shifted an

aircraft carrier battle group from the Per-

sian Gulf.

At the same time, the U.S. and the

various European powers are each franti-

cally maneuvering to extend their own
national influence and short-circuit their

L.A. Transit...
(continuedfrom page 12)

security guards are members of the Team-
sters union. These paid thugs for the cap-

italist class enemy have no business in the

trade unions!

The janitors strike was portrayed sym-
pathetically by priests, preachers and lib-

erals as simply a poor people's struggle.

These apologists for capitalism seek to

obscure the irreconcilable class divide

between those who sell their labor power
and those who derive their wealth

from exploiting that labor. While Mahony
and Jackson preach "reconciliation." the

pro-capitalist trade-union bureaucrats

preach class collaboration. The bureau-

crats derive their privileged position from

their role as defenders of the capitalist

system. Thus, they work overtime to hide

the class nature of this society. Through-

out the transit strike, they declared that

this was a fight to “save middle-class

jobs."

No matter how much their profits are

left liberals, these petty-bourgeois

"socialists" are running even more nomi-

nal campaigns than usual, barely publi-

cizing their candidacies even in the

pages of their press. The character of

the campaigns is illustrated by WWP’s
laundry list of reformist appeals to the

capitalist state to “end racism." “stop

police brutality,” "force the pharmaceuti-

cals to distribute drugs on demand." Not

one of them has a word to say on such

crucial questions of working-class inde-

pendence from the capitalist state as

opposition to court intervention into the

unions.

Whether in proposing electoral tactics

or in intervening in strikes and other

social struggles, our starting point is

the fight to win the working class to the

program of socialist revolution. As Can-

non wrote in a July 1924 article titled

“Communist Candidates and the Farmer-

Labor Party” (reprinted in James P. Can-

non and the Early Years of American

Communism):
"Any activities we engage in that do not

result in strengthening and building the

Communist Party, in increasing its influ-

ence over the laboring masses and win-

ning them away from the influence of all

other groups and parties, does not serve

the real interests of thc-working class as a

whole. If we fail to do this, we fail to

develop the instrument which is indis-

pensable. not only for the final revolu-

tionary victory of the workers, but also

for all their immediate struggles which
lead towards it—that is, an independent
revolutionary party which stands up at

all times for the interests of the working
class as a whole and which leads the way
at every stage of the fight."

rivals. German diplomats were the first

to greet Kostunica upon taking office.

Days later, the French foreign minister

was in Belgrade touting his country’s

historic ties to Serbia. And on October
12, Prime Minister Amato of Italy, which

balked at the U.S.-led bombing cam-
paign last year and never closed its

embassy in Belgrade, became the first

foreign head of government to pay a visit

to Kostunica.

We have noted before that with the

restoration of capitalism in East Europe
and the former Soviet Union, the world

is increasingly coming to look like it did

in the years before the outbreak of World
War I in 1914. Recall that it was con-

flicting imperialist aims in the Balkans

that ignited that worldwide slaughter.

And it was the Russian October Revolu-

tion of 1917, led by the Bolshevik Party

of Lenin and Trotsky, that look Russia
out of that war and became a beacon for

the proletariat internationally.

If imperialist carnage is not to be the

continuing fate of humanity, capitalism

must be swept away through proletarian

revolution. The International Communist
League fights to reforge Trotsky’s Fourth

International, world party of socialist rev-

olution. to lead the fight for new October
Revolutions around the world *

skyrocketing, the capitalists always claim

that there is no money in the coffers for

the working class. A workers revolution

would reorganize society on the basis of a

planned, collectivized economy, in which
the tremendous wealth created by those

who labor would be used to meet the

needs of all—free, quality mass transit

and health care, integrated education and
housing, and jobs for all—not to provide

fabulous profits for the few.

The Spartacist League brought our

fighting socialist perspective for the labor

movement to many picket lines and ral-

lies during the strikes. In the course of the

class battles to come, a new leadership of
the labor movement must come forward

based on the understanding that success-

ful working-class struggle requires the

independence of the proletariat from the

capitalists and their political parties. Out
of such struggles will be forged a multi-

racial revolutionary workers party based

on the Marxist understanding that the

capitalist profit system must be rooted out

and replaced by a socialist egalitarian

society.*
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Palestinians...
(continuedfrom page 1)

In iheir desperation to put an end

to the slaughter. Palestinian protesters

in Australia appeal for intervention by

the imperialist governments, while a

statement by Palestinian rights activ-

ists in Jerusalem likewise calls for “inter-

national protection" under the auspices of

the UN. The UN is an instrument of the

imperialist robber barons and butchers,

from presiding over the Zionist partition

of Palestine in 1948 to the disarming of

Palestinian fighters in Lebanon in 1982

—

which paved the way for the massacre of

as many as 2,000 Palestinians in the

Sabra and Shatila refugee camps by

Sharon’s killers—to the imperialist

slaughter and starvation of Iraqis, All

U.S., British and UN imperialist forces

out of the Near East! Down with the

bombing and starvation blockade of Iraq!

Palestinians Revolt Against
“Pax Americana”

Israeli (and American) officials arro-

gantly ordered Arafat to “call off the vio-

lence,” as though he could turn the pro-

tests against the Israeli terror on and off

like a spigot. In fact, this is a spontaneous

popular revolt not only against the Zion-

ist occupation forces but against Arafat’s

collaboration with the Zionist state and its

great power protector, American imperi-

alism. One of the Palestinian youth cou-

rageously standing up to Israeli tanks and

helicopter gunships in Bethlehem, a 17-

year-old member of the Tenzim group

nominally under the control of Arafat’s

Fatah, the leading force in the Palestine

Liberation Organization (PLO), declared:

“The Israelis think that Arafat controls

us like puppets. But we are a force of

our own.”

When Arafat shook hands with Israeli

prime minister Yitzhak Rabin on the

White House lawn seven years ago after

signing the Israel-PLO “peace accord,"

liberals rejoiced over the prospect of a

lasting peace. We denounced this anti-

Palestinian “Pax Americana" as a “gro-

tesque bargain over the subjugated Pales-

tinian people," warning that the PLO
would “take over the job of policing the

Palestinian masses" and place its seal on
their national oppression. We added, “By
its act, the PLO has invited fundamental-
ist reactionaries like Hamas to pose as

the only fighters against the Zionist

occupation” (“Israel-PLO Deal for Pales-

tinian Ghetto," WV No. 583, 10 Septem-
ber 1993).

When they co-opted Arafat, the Zion-
ist rulers and their imperialist patrons
assumed that the Palestinian masses
would passively accept whatever terms
were negotiated in Washington, while the

PA security forces, trained by the CIA,
would easily deal with any Islamic funda-
mentalist fanatics or nationalist hardlin-

ers. (Israel fired missiles at Arafat’s resi-

dence and not PA headquarters for fear

that CIA chief George Tenet was staying
there on his "peace-seeking" mission.)

10

Spartacist League contingent at San
Palestinians, October 14.

Now this arrogant delusion has been

shattered. As the young Tenzim fighter in

Bethlehem exclaimed bitterly, ‘The peace

is one big lie.” Palestinian American law-

yer Michael Tarazi wrote in a piece in the

Washington Post ( 1 1 October):

"After a seven-year 'peace process,’ Pal-

estinians are actually worse off now than
they were before Oslo. We have recog-
nized Israel’s right to exist (and received

no such mutual recognition from Israel

in return), we have obliterated the offen-

sive provisions from our national charter,

we remained quiet and docile to help get

Ehud Barak elected prime minister, we
jumped through every American and
Israeli hoop put before us like trained

circus animals and received what in

return? Fifty thousand more settlers in

the West Bank and Gaza, continued land

expropriation, the strangulation of Arab
East Jerusalem by Jewish settlements,

Jewish expansion into Jerusalem’s Mus-
lim quarter (with no mutual right for

Muslims to live in the Jewish quarter),

increased travel restrictions, unyielding
’security’ detentions and torture, com-
plete economic dependence on Israel."

The conditions facing the sizable Arab
population within Israel are little better.

The European-derived Ashkenazi elite

lord it over Israeli society, while the

impoverished Sephardic Jews (who emi-
grated from the Near East and North
Africa) are treated like the "poor white
trash” of the American South and the

Arabs are at best third-class citizens. The
ten Israeli communities with the highest

unemployment rate are all Arab, and 40
percent of Arab families live below the

official poverty line, tens of thousands
of them in squatter camps in the Negev
desert. In the weeks leading up to the

recent explosion, reports Tel Aviv Univer-
sity academic Tanya Reinhart, "Israeli

Palestinians have been subject to vicious

attacks, and more and more voices in the

media (orchestrated, as always, from
above) complain about how they have too

many rights and are not ‘loyal’ to Israel”

(Mid-East Realities
, October 2000).

The rulers of Washington and Wall
Street fear that the present crisis in Israel/

Palestine could destabilize the entire

WV Photo

Francisco demonstration in defense of

region. They saw the Israel-PLO accord

as the centerpiece of the post-Soviet

“New World Order” in the oil-rich Near
East, a region historically beset by explo-

sive national conflicts and interirnperial-

ist rivalries. Now it has utterly collapsed,

and a worried editorial in the New York

Times (10 October) comments:
"Anti-Israel rioting in Jordan and Egypt
threatens to freeze or even unravel the

peace both countries have made with
Israel. Jordan, with its large Palestinian

population, could face serious internal

unrest. Such an environment of confron-
tation and instability would be custom-
made for Saddam Hussein to exploit, and
could tempt both Iraq and Iran to manip-
ulate their oil exports for maximum
political leverage in a tight international

energy market."

Whatever the outcome of the immedi-
ate crisis, it reveals some important

truths about the present-day world. First,

American imperialism, for all its cant

about promoting “peace" and “human
rights,” is the main agency enforcing

murderous national oppression and capi-

talist exploitation in the Near East and
throughout the world. U.S. imperialism,

however, is not all-powerful; it cannot
dictate the terms of a “New World
Order" in the Near East or elsewhere at

will. But while the defiant courage of

Palestinian youth has momentarily frus-

trated Washington’s plans, the defeat of

U.S. imperialism requires a proletarian

revolutionary program capable of mobi-

lizing powerful forces beyond the con-

fines of Israel/Palestine.

Chiefly that means a fight for workers

revolution in the imperialist heartlands,

centrally the U.S. The International Com-
munist League, of which the Spartacist

League is the U.S. section, fights to forge

the proletarian vanguard parties needed to

lead the workers to the seizure of state

power and the expropriation of the impe-

rialist bourgeoisies. We Trotskyists, who
fought for the unconditional military

defense of the Soviet Union, a bureaucrat-

ically degenerated workers state, warned
that the counterrevolutionary destruction

of the USSR in 1991-92 would usher in a
far more dangerous, “one superpower”
world. That world-historic defeat for the

international proletariat was a direct pre-

lude to the anti-Palestinian Pax Ameri-
cana. As long as the Soviet Union existed

as a counterweight to U.S. imperialism,

petty-bourgeois nationalists like the PLO
and the semicolonial (“Third World”)
bourgeoisies were able to jockey for

advantage between the two “superpow-
ers.” But no longer.

Israel: Death Trap for Jews
Barak’s pretext for the missile strikes

against Palestinian cities was the killing

of two Israeli soldiers in Ramallah by an
enraged mob who seized them from the

local jail where they had been taken for

their safety by Palestinian cops. When
young Arab children are killed in cold
blood by Zionist troops with automatic
rifles and anti-tank weapons, the “respon-
sible” media report that they "died in

the crossfire.” But the deaths of two
Israeli soldiers suspected of belonging to
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Civilian buildings in Iraq reduced to rubble by U.S. warplanes in 1999.
Imperialist terror bombing and starvation blockade have continued since
1990-91 Gulf War.

an undercover army death squad were

denounced by Israeli and Western media

and government spokesmen alike as “bar-

barous.” “sickening,” “a horrific and des-

picable lynching" Were the Jewish fight-

ers in the Warsaw Ghetto “barbarous” and

“despicable" when they “lynched" any

German soldier and collaborator they

could get their hands on?

The massive assault on Palestinian

towns and villages to avenge the deaths

of two soldiers brings to mind the Nazis’

“Operation Reinhard,” when the entire

Czech town of Lidice was leveled and

Czech Jews deported to the death camps

in 1942 to avenge the assassination of

Gestapo chief Reinhard Heydrich. And
while the killing of an ultra-Orthodox

Zionist fanatic from Brooklyn provoked

reams of hand-wringing commentary in

the American press, barely a word was

written about the pogrom launched by

his clerical-fascist “settler” brethren after

the funeral, as they indiscriminately

attacked nearby Arab residents not with

stones but with automatic rifles. The

Islamist mayor of the Israeli Arab town

of Umm al-Fahm, who was himself shot

in the face by a rubber-coated bullet,

decried the Israeli cops and troops for

acting “like the Gestapo once dealt with

Jews in Germany," while elsewhere pro-

testers burned an effigy of Barak bearing

a sign, “Hitler of Israel.”

The cries of “Death to the Arabs!” by

pogromist gangs in Tel Aviv and Jerusa-

lem express the genocidal program
implicit in Zionism, as in all national-

isms. The demand for "transfer”—expul-

sion of all Palestinians from the Occupied
Territories—has long been raised by

more mainstream forces than the ultra-

Orthodox “settler" rabble and fascist out-

fits like the "Temple Mount Faithful,"

who plot to blow up Al Aksa and instigate

a “holy war" against all Muslims. Now,
with the unprecedented intensity of the

protests by Palestinians within Israel,

there is a growing chauvinist hysteria

directed against them as well. The Zion-

ist reactionaries who long for “holy war”
would do well to remember that five mil-

lion Israeli Jews are arrayed against some
200 million Arab neighbors and a world

Muslim population numbering one bil-

lion. What Leon Trotsky wrote on the eve

of the Nazi Holocaust is no less true

today: Israel is a death trap for the Jew-

ish people!

Zionist reaction is mirrored by Islamic

fundamentalists who scream “Death to

the Jews!” A Muslim cleric in Gaza pro-

claimed: “It is time for all the Jews who
do not belong here, who came from
Europe and other countries, to go home."
French colonialism was finally driven out

ot Algeria in 1962, for example, by a war
of attrition which cost a million Arab and
Berber lives—though the independent
capitalist state which replaced it remains
subject to neocolonial domination. But
the East European Jews who originally

came to Palestine in the early part of the

20th century as colonial settlers, many
with the intent of setting up collectivist

kibbutzim, were subsequently compacted
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into a Hebrew-speaking nation with the

influx of hundreds of thousands of refu-

gees from the Nazi Holocaust, later aug-

mented by millions of Sephardic Jewish

immigrants. Israel is their home. At the

same time, the Zionist state is inher-

ently oppressive to the Palestinian people,

founded on their mass expulsion and

forcible subjugation.

We call for the right of national self-

determination for both the Palestinian

Arab and the Hebrew-speaking peoples.

In such a situation of interpenetrated peo-

ples—of two nations laying claim to the

same land—there can be no equitable and

democratic resolution to these conflicting

national rights within the framework of

capitalism. As we first elaborated in

“Birth of the Zionist State Part 2: The

1948 War” (W No. 45, 24 May 1974):

"It was clear that the establishment of an

independent nation-state, either by Pales-

tinian Arabs or the Jews, would occur in

Palestine only at the expense of the other

nation. When national populations are

geographically interpenetrated, as they

were in Palestine, an independent nation-

state can be created only by their forc-

ible separation (forced population trans-

fers, etc.). Thus the democratic right of

self-determination becomes abstract, as

it can be exercised only by the stronger

national grouping driving out or destroy-

ing the weaker one.

“In such cases the only possibility of

a democratic solution lies in a social

transformation."

There can be no democratic, secular,

binational capitalist Palestine, as used to

be called for by the PLO and is today

raised by various reformist leftists. Capi-

talism is based on competition, pitting

one people and nation-state against

another. The scarce resources of the

region—land, water, etc.

—

can be equita-

bly shared, but that requires international

socialist cooperation and planning, i.e.,

workers rule. This was historically dem-

onstrated in the Caucasus, likewise a

patchwork of peoples, in the aftermath of

the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution. Even

under Stalinism, the planned, collectiv-

ized economy meant that more back-

ward areas were favored for economic

assistance over more advanced regions.

Under the dictatorship of the proletar-

iat, national conflicts will be resolved

through negotiation and referendum, not

war and genocide.

But that requires workers revolutions

to sweep away all the Zionist butchers,

bonapartist colonels and feudalist sheiks.

The Arab regimes are no less enemies of

the Palestinian people than the Israeli rul-

ers, as seen in the 1970 “Black Septem-

ber” massacre of some 10,000 PLO fight-

ers by the Jordanian monarchy. The

evident bankruptcy of petty-bourgeois

Palestinian nationalism—from serving as

lackeys for the oil-rich Arab rulers to act-

ing as enforcers for the Zionist occupa-

tion-^has driven many Palestinian mili-

tants, once among the most cosmopolitan

elements in the region, into the arms of

Islamic fundamentalists like Hamas. Erst-

while radical secular opponents of Arafat

like Nayef Hawatmeh’s Democratic Front

and George Habash’s Popular Front have

all but disappeared as they caved in to

the imperialist “peace" accords.

Amid this intense hysteria, the liberal

Israeli “peace camp” has collapsed. To its

credit, the Alternative Information Center

(AIC), organized by Israeli supporters of

the fake-Trotskyist United Secretariat of

the late Ernest Mandel, has apparently

not been drawn in by the chauvinist tide,

continuing to publicize small protests

against the occupation. But the Israeli

Mandelites, who went from enthusing

over “radical" Arab nationalism to tailing

the lefl-Zionist Meretz (which supports

Barak) and critically supporting the 1993

accord, are essentially liberals. A call for

a public forum in Jerusalem on October 4

co-sponsored by the AIC and Meretz said

plaintively, “Many of us feel powerless,

dismayed, outraged.”

For Revolutionary
Internationalism!

It is notable that the current revolt has

brought to the fore a layer of Pales-

tinian youth, including young women in

Western-style clothes who are hardly

likely to be sympathetic to Islamic fun-

damentalism, with its harsh subjugation

of women symbolized by the veil. These

youth proclaim that they are engaged not

in an Islamic jihad but rather a “war of

independence.” But how can independ-

ence be won? Obviously, Palestinians

with rocks or even small amis cannot

defeat the military might of the Israeli

state. What then is to be done?

It is necessary to mobilize the prole-

tariat of the Near East, the only class

with the social power and historic interest

to sweep away the entire edifice of capi-

talist oppression and imperialist exploita-

tion. That requires the forging of Leninist

vanguard parties—in struggle against

Zionism, Arab nationalism and all man-

ner of religious obscurantism—which

are at once proletarian, revolutionary and

internationalist. While today the pos-

sibility of revolutionary working-class

struggle may seem no less a pipe dream

than the biblical injunction to “turn

swords into ploughshares ” there is a rich

history to be plumbed by would-be revo-

lutionaries, including incipient workers

revolutions in Iran in 1953 and Iraq in

1958-59 (see “Near East 1950s: Perma-

nent Revolution vs. Bourgeois National-

ism." WV Nos. 740 and 741, 25 August

and 8 September). The mass of workers

in Iraq, Iran and Egypt at that time

looked for leadership to the Communist

parties, whose founding cadre included

Jews and other oppressed minorities.

The Zionist garrison-state must be

shattered from within, through Arab/

Hebrew workers revolution. We have

no illusion it will be easy to overcome the

intense chauvinism, the hatred and fear of

Arabs, which now animates the Hebrew-

speaking masses. Today, a sharp rupture

in the Zionist consensus would likely

require cataclysmic historic events. But

this is what revolutionary international-

ists must prepare for, while staunchly

defending the Palestinians against the

oppressor Israeli state and the fascisiic

settlers. For a successful outcome to be

possible, a Trotskyist nucleus must be

crystallized in Israel/Palestine among

militant workers, left-wing students and

especially the oppressed Palestinian Arab

population.

What is needed is a binational Trot-

skyist party, seeking to lead the Pales-

tinian Arab and Hebrew-speaking work-

ing people in internationalist class

struggle alongside all the workers of the

region. Palestinians constitute a majority

of the population of Jordan and one-

eighth of the population of Lebanon,

with sizable minorities throughout the

Near East and around the world. The

struggle for the democratic rights of all

the peoples of the Near East and for the

survival and emancipation of the Pales-

tinian people must necessarily sweep

away the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

and the bloody Ba'athist regime in Syria,

bring down the rotten medieval struc-

ture in Lebanon and shatter the Zionist

garrison-state. This struggle must place

the revolutionary proletariat with its van-

guard party at the head of the exploited

and oppressed, and can only find its ful-

fillment in a socialist federation of the

Near East.B

UN “peacekeepers”
in Lebanon. All

U.S./UN imperialist

troops out of the
Near East! Down
with anti-Palestinian

“Pax Americana”!
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Jesse Jackson, L.A. Democrats Defuse Militant Strike

L.A. Transit Workers
Face Down Union-Busters

AP pholos

Transit strikers shout down back-to-work ploy, October 4. Jesse Jackson,
called in to end strike, embraces Democratic Party MTA board member Zev
Yaroslavsky as strike settlement is announced, October 17.

LOS ANGELES. October 17—Alter

more than four weeks, a tentative settle-

ment was announced this morning in the

Los Angeles transit strike and workers

are slated to be back on the job tomor-

row morning. More than 4,300 striking

bus and rail drivers, members of the

United Transportation Union (UTU),

backed up by mechanics in the Amalga-

mated Transit Union (ATU) and transit

clerks, have battled a determined union-

busting effort by the Metropolitan Transit

Agency (MTA) in the form of proposed

new "regional transit zones." In an edito-

rial comment in the Los Angeles Times

(15 October), one anti-labor “expert"

baldly stated the city rulers’ aim: "The

UTU and its fellow unions should be

sent packing at the first opportunity, and

all the MTA’s bus services should be

contracted out to the lowest bidder." In

the end, by Hexing their muscle on the

picket line and winning widespread sup-

port among working people and the poor

throughout the city, UTU members were

able to beat back the brunt of the MTA's
union-busting offensive.

A contract ratification meeting tonight

was turned into a revival meeting for

Democratic Party politicians. With a

number of city and state officials seated

on the platform, UTU local president

James Williams hailed Jesse Jackson as

the man of the hour. Faced with a mili-

tant workforce which had consistently

defied the bosses and Democratic Party

politicians—from Yvonne Brathwaite

Burke and other county supervisors on
the MTA board to California governor

Gray Davis—the city rulers had to bring

in someone whose credentials were a lit-

tle less tarnished. They found the man
for the job in Jackson, who was called in

to “mediate" by L.A. County Federation

of Labor head Miguel Contreras as the

strike reached a critical point.

Jackson—who has never missed an

opportunity to try to douse the flames of

militant social struggle—came to town
saying that the strike must end. At
tonight’s meeting, he led prayers and
preached the virtues of "reconciliation”

with management, hailing everyone from
Republican mayor Richard Riordan to the

MTA management for doing their job.

Jackson, who postures as a defender of
labor and blacks, tried to refurbish the

image of local Democrats like Burke by
recalling that he marched with her in

the “old days” of the civil rights move-
ment. Union members were told that

when their contract expires in three years,

they will be negotiating with a "pro-

union" board—a not-so-implicit message
that workers should turn out at the polls

to vote for the same union-busters they

faced in this round.

Here is an object lesson in how the

labor bureaucracy’s allegiance to the

Democratic Party chains the unions to

the capitalist class enemy and is counter-

posed to militant class struggle. The tran-

sit strike, which was to have begun
months earlier, was postponed by the

union tops on Davis’ orders to avoid dis-

rupting the Democratic National Con-

vention in August which nominated Al

Gore. Now, with the presidential election

looming, the AFL-CIO tops who have

been mobilizing to get out the vote for

Gore feared an upsurge of labor struggle

in this key state for the Democrats.

Acknowledging the widespread popu-

larity of the transit strike, two weeks ago
Davis tried to end the strike by signing a

law that any new “regional transit zones"

be covered by existing union contract

provisions for four years. Davis’ demand
that the strikers return to work was
rejected at a UTU mass meeting on Octo-

ber 4. When ATU president Neil Silver

bowed to Davis and ordered his members
to scab—flouting a 30-year history of

transit unions honoring each other’s strike

lines—only eight of 1,800 mechanics
crossed the UTU picket lines. Silver,

whom ATU members called a “dead man
walking." backtracked within 24 hours to

save his skin. Last Friday, a mass meeting

of 2,500 drivers threw back the MTA’s
“last, best and final offer.” When UTU
president Williams asked all those who
wanted to accept the deal to stand up, no
one did.

The new three-year contract, in addi-

tion to the coverage provided under the

bill signed by Davis, keeps a key provi-

sion extending union protections to new

transit locations. The union also signifi-

cantly whittled down the number of posi-

tions the MTA wanted to switch to a ten-

hour shift four days a week and got

management to back off from forcing

them to be on the job 13 hours for ten

hours’ pay. But while older workers get

a better pension deal than before, the

contract allows management to continue

dividing the workforce. The contract

maintains a multi-tier wage scale for new
hires and for workers in lines taken over

by the MTA while bringing in over 300
new part-timers at a far lower pay scale.

Such schemes have been a key weapon of

the capitalists around the country in

undermining union power.

The end of the transit strike comes on

the heels of the scuttling of an all-out

strike by 47,000 county workers, mem-
bers of SEIU service employees Local

660. that began on October 11. After

only one day, the strike was called off by

union bureaucrats in response to a state-

ment by Cardinal Mahony. who cynically

appealed to the interests of "the poorest

and most vulnerable members of our

community” against the overwhelmingly

black and Latino county workers, many
of whom can barely scrape by on their

existing wages. Angry that their union

leaders knelt before Mahony, Lincoln

Heights welfare workers chanted, "Sold

out!” while another county worker said

bitterly, "Mahony is nobody. He does not

belong to the union.”

Having poured union money into

the campaign coffers of the very same
county supervisors the union went on
strike against, the SEIU tops did not even

set up a strike fund. Instead, they spent

$700,000 on TV and radio ads to influ-

ence petty-bourgeois “public opinion."

The impotence of this strategy was
acknowledged even by an SEIU spokes-

man after the strike was scuttled: "We've
learned that the assumption that you usu-

ally base a strategy on—that public offi-

cials will be responsive to public opin-

ion—you’ve got to toss that out the

window in this case. We’re disappointed.”

If the UTU repulsed the worst of

the MTA's anti-union drive, the conces-

sions the union made—and the scuttling

of the county workers strike—are evi-

dence of how labor is hamstrung by the

bureaucracy's allegiance to the Demo-
cratic Party. Looking for an alternative,

one worker told Workers Vanguard,

"Nader is looking pretty good to us

now." But Nader’s Green Party is like-

wise a capitalist party. And Nader, who
cut his teeth dragging the unions into the

capitalist courts, makes clear that his

purpose is to refurbish the Democrats’

liberal credentials. Working people need

their own party, not one focused on gar-

nering votes in the bosses’ ballot boxes

but a party that pursues the class strug-

gle—mobilizing the power of the work-

ing class on the picket lines and in

defense of blacks. Latinos and other

oppressed minorities—through to a final

victory over this system of racism and

exploitation. Those who labor must rule!

Historically an "open shop” town, L.A.

is a city of vast disparities of wealth, with

millions of low-paid immigrant and black

workers. Many county workers, having

had concessions exacted from them dur-

ing “bad times." asked why they should

still have to make concessions when the

economy is producing fabulous profits

and government budgets are running sur-

pluses. But the economic boom for the

capitalists is overwhelmingly due to the

increase in the rate of exploitation: union-

busting, driving down wages, imposing
multi-tier wage scales, lengthening the

workday and gutting welfare and funding

for social services. The capitalists derive

their profits by exploiting workers.

The overlay to this is vicious .racial

oppression, consigning black people to

the bottom of this society and dividing

the working class along racial and ethnic

lines. The enforcers for the capitalist class

are the cops. And L.A. has one of the

most notorious police forces in the coun-

try. most recently brought home in the

Rampart police “scandal" exposing a

machinery of frame-up and assassination.

Following the 1992 acquittal of the

racist cops who beat Rodney King, we
wrote: “The working class must not allow

the black population to be isolated—the

powerful L.A. unions such as longshore,

aerospace and city workers should orga-

nize work stoppages and mass mobiliza-

tions to solidarize with and defend the

black community as the LAPD looks to

spill more blood to ’celebrate’ their racist

victory over Rodney King.” The strike by

overwhelmingly Latino janitors last

spring and the walkouts by county and
transit workers—all of which have been

widely popular among the working peo-

ple and poor of the city—are a palpable

example of the social power that can and
must be linked to the anger of the ghettos

and barrios.

This potential is undermined by the

labor misleaders who organize cops and
prison guards into the union. SEIU Local
660 includes deputy sheriffs, while MTA

continued on page 9
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Israel Starves Palestinian Ghettos

AFP
Israeli troops fire on Palestinian youth in Gaza Strip. Amid mass slaughter of Palestinians, Zionist regime moves to
permanently seal off and strangle Arab areas in Occupied Territories.

Defend the Palestinian People!

For Workers Revolution Against Zionist, Arab Capitalist Regimes!

OCTOBER 30—Only days after the U.S.

secured promises to “end the violence"

from Israeli prime minister Ehud Barak

and Palestinian Authority president Yasir

Arafat, Zionist troops slaughtered ten Pal-

estinians in one day. With the death toll

topping 140, more Palestinians have been
killed in four weeks of the "Al Aksa Inti-

fada" than in the first four months of the

original Intifada in 1988. That uprising

led to the 1993 U.S.-sponsored “peace”

accord between Israel and Arafat’s Pal-

estine Liberation Organization (PLO)
creating a sham Palestinian “autonomy.”

Today, Israel’s rulers are dispensing even

with the rhetoric of “peace" and “auton-

omy” as they unleash U.S.-supplied heli-

copter gunships and tanks against Pales-

tinians and order troops to shoot at the

heads of children.

As pogromist rampages by fascistic

“settlers” target Palestinian farmers to

prevent the reaping of crops and drive

them off the land, Israeli government

spokesmen are mooting a plan for

“unilateral separation.” Israel would for-

mally annex a huge part of the West Bank

25274 1030 7
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and Gaza Strip where the settlers are con-

centrated, while permanently sealing off

the Palestinian ghettos, even cutting off

water and electricity. Arab day laborers

whose wages account for one-fifth of all

income in the Occupied Territories would
be denied access to their jobs in Israel.

This is a plan for strangulation and star-

vation of the Palestinian population in

the Occupied Territories.

While the Israeli bourgeoisie is riven

over how much access to its reservoir of

cheap labor in the Occupied Territories to

retain, some such plan was Israel’s aim
in the “peace process" from the outset.

Immediately following the seizure of

the territories in 1967, the (thoroughly

bourgeois) “Labor" party, which pre-

ceded Barak’s One Israel, proposed a

similar scheme called the “Allon plan.”

The Zionist rulers began “creating facts

on the ground," encouraging the creation

of militarized “settlements” by ultra-

chauvinist religious fanatics in strategic

parts of the West Bank. Following the

1993 accord, Labor prime minister

Yitzhak Rabin escalated the development

of the settlements and sped up the con-

struction of “strategic" highways carving

up Palestinian areas. Gaza was sur-

rounded by an electrified fence reminis-

cent of the walls built around the Jewish

ghettos in Nazi-occupied East Europe.

The Israeli capitalists began importing

tens of thousands of “illegal" immigrants

from Southeast Asia and East Europe to

do the low-paid, backbreaking jobs previ-

ously reserved for Arab laborers.

It is urgently necessary for working

people and the oppressed around the

world to rally to the defense of the Pales-

tinians. This is a particular responsibility

for workers, black people and other

minorities in the U.S., the Zionist state’s

chief imperialist sponsor and the most

deadly enemy of the world’s peoples.

U.S. imperialism continues to bomb and

starve the Iraqi people while plotting a

further terror strike against some Islamic

country as “retaliation” for the attack on

the USS Cole in Yemen earlier this

month. Down with the bombing and star-

vation blockade of Iraq! U.S. out of the

Near East! All Israeli troops, settlers out

of all the Occupied Territories! Defend
the Palestinian people!

Zionist Israel Founded Through
Anti-Palestinian Terror

The potentially genocidal “final solu-

tion” Israel’s capitalist rulers have in

continued on page 8
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Defeat Safeway Union-Busting: Shut It Down!

Victory to the Summit Teamsters Strike!
OAKLAND—Some 1,600 members of

Teamsters Local 439 walked out of the

giant Safeway distribution center run by

Summit Logistics in Tracy on October 19

in a critical fight against vicious speedup

and union-busting. In the strike’s first two

days, hundreds of unionists clashed with

scabs who were protected by the Cali-

fornia Highway Patrol and local police.

Nevertheless, the strikers successfully

stopped some scab trucks. Scab vehicles

gunned for the picketers, hitting one in

the knee. This is class war. Safeway has

schemed for years to weaken and destroy

the unions in order to gouge increased

profits out of the workers. But the Team-

sters union, backed up by the strength of

California’s multiracial working class,

has the power to crush this attack. Victory

to the Summit strike!

The unions' power lies in their ability

to stop the flow of profits by shutting

down Safeway, beginning with the Tracy

plant. But Teamsters officials capitulated

to the capitalist media’s violence-baiting

of the strikers by publicly echoing it

themselves and diverting the plant-gate

pickets into leafletting Safeway stores

to urge a consumer boycott. Teamsters

spokesman Danny Beagle declared, “This

strike will be won or lost at the stores, not

at the warehouse” (San Francisco Exam-
iner, 1 9 October). Such “corporate cam-

paigns” are counterposed to the strategy

needed to win this strike. The Teamsters,

the United Food and Commercial Work-

Communism and
Public Education

7 November 1917 marked the seizure of

power by the working class of Russia under

the leadership of V.l. Lenin and Leon

Trotsky's Bolsheviks. Even under the enor-

mous poverty faced by the young workers

slate, the 1919 program of the Russian Com-
munist Party (Bolshevik) mandatedfree pub-

lic education for all. Despite subsequent

Stalinist betrayal, the tremendous achieve-

ments in literacy and education in the Soviet

Union before its counterrevolutionary destruction show that revolutionary transforma-

tion of society is the prerequisite to achieving education for the masses. For Marxists,

knowledge is an essential weapon in the fight for social equality and for a classless,

communist society in which the distinction between mental and manual labor will no

longer exist.

In the period of dictatorship of the proletariat, i.e.. in the period of preparation of

conditions suitable for the realization of communism, the school must be not only the

bearer of communist principles in general but it must also become the bearer of the

intellectual, organizational, and educational influences of the proletariat on the semi-

proletariat and the non-proletarian sections of the toiling masses, in order to educate a

generation definitely capable of establishing communism. The immediate task in this

direction is at the present time the further development of the following principles of

school and educational work, already established by the Soviet government:

1 ) The introduction of free and compulsory general and polytechnical education

(instruction in the theory and practice of the principle branches of production) for all

children of both sexes up to the age of 17.

2) The establishment of a system of pre-school institutions: nurseries, kinder-

gartens, homes, etc., to improve the social development of women and assist in their

emancipation.

3) Full realization of the principle of a uniform industrial school with instruction in

the native language, with co-education for children of both sexes, unconditionally sec-

ular. i.e., free of any religious influence, a school where instruction is closely con-

nected with socially useful labour and which turns out all-round mature members of the

communist society.

4) To provide all pupils with food, clothes, boots, and school supplies at the cost of

the state....

9) Making all institutions of higher learning accessible to all who desire to study, in

the first place to workers; attracting all people able to lecture to become instructors in

these universities; abolishing all artificial barriers standing in the way of young scien-

tists reaching professional chairs; material support of students in order to offer the pro-

letarians and the peasants a concrete opportunity to take advantage of the institutions of
higher learning.

— "Programme of the RKP(b),” March 1919, printed in Resolutions and
Decisions of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Vol. 2 (1974)
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ers union (UFCW) which represents

Safeway supermarket workers, and other

Bay Area unions must be mobilized to

build mass picket lines around the Tracy

plant that no one dare cross. The UFCW
should be on strike now as an elementary

act of class solidarity.

Safeway bosses lyingly claim that the

strike has nothing to do with them, even

declaring themselves to be “pro-union.”

This is the company which provoked a

1995 strike by 18,000 UFCW clerks,

baggers and butchers in a failed attempt

to slash health benefits (see “California

Supermarket Strike Beats Back Attack

on Health Benefits," WV No. 621, 21

April 1995). Today, Safeway is splitting

the cost of scabherding with Summit.

The union-busting attack at Summit

is part of a broader capitalist offensive

against Bay Area warehouse unions,

a strategic sector of the labor movement.

Safeway built the Tracy warehouse

—

one of the largest in the world, serving

nearly 250 stores in Northern California,

Nevada, Oregon and Hawaii—with the

specific aim of busting the union. When
the complex opened in 1992, a year after

a fire destroyed Safeway’s Richmond
warehouse, Safeway transferred all work

from its previous Bay Area locations to

the complex in the Central Valley town

of Tracy in an attempt to weed out union

activists. Turning the facility over to a

separate management firm, Safeway was

able to gut the previous union contract.

“We lost everything," one veteran ware-

house worker said.

When Safeway brought in Summit, a

subsidiary of the union-busting British

firm Tibbett and Britten, in 1 991, the new
managers imposed ruthless “production

standards,” i.e., piecework quotas, as

soon as a new union contract was ratified.

The spoils for Safeway have been im-

mensely lucrative. “When we were in

Richmond,” one striker said, "we did 1 50.

200 cases an hour. Now it’s 300 to 400

cases, and the shift runs until the job is

done” (San Francisco Examiner, 20

October). This means lifting up to 5,000

pounds of product in 35 minutes, for

shifts of up to 12 hours under mandatory

overtime. “We lost a lot of people" who
were fired for not keeping up with the

S.F. Chronicle

Summit strike picket lines were met
with attacks by scabs, cops.

rate, one striker said. Workers in the

mammoth freezers say that piecework

quotas force them to work for hours with-

out a break in the sub-zero temperatures.

Another Summit worker told the press

that Latinos who got jobs there after doing

stoop labor in Central Valley agricultural

fields say that "this work is for donkeys.”

Strikers are demanding lower quotas

and longer breaks, as well as reducing the

five years it takes to reach top pay under

a two-tier wage system. Truck drivers are

demanding to be paid by the hour instead

of by the load, the same elementary union

demand which over-the-road Teamsters

truckers fought for in the 1930s. Drivers

for Summit often have to work 13- to 15-

hour days to make ends meet.

In contrast to the strikers’ determina-

tion, the Teamsters bureaucracy tried to

obstruct the strike from the start, des-

perately seeking not to imperil the elec-

toral fortunes of the capitalist Demo-
cratic Party, and in particular those of

Teamster-endorsed A1 Gore in the pivotal

slate of California. Summit began hiring

more than 1.600 scabs nationally a full

six weeks before the union contract

expired, paying their meals and hotel

bills and training them alongside union

members. Yet Local 439 and Teamsters

continued on page 11
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Whither China?

PART TWO OF TWO

Engels had become champions of colo-

nial independence and recognized chat

the modernization of Asia. Africa and
Latin America could take place only

within the context of a world socialist

order. Engels wrote to Karl Kautsky
in 1882:

"India will perhaps, indeed very prob-
ably. make a revolution and as a prole-

tariat in process of self-emancipation
cannot conduct any colonial wars, it

would have to be allowed to run its

course. .. The same might also take place

elsewhere, e.g., in Algeria and Egypt,
and would certainly be the best thing for
us.. Once Europe is reorganized, and
North America, that will furnish such
colossal power and such an example that

the semi-civilized countries will of them-

did on the former Soviet Union), from

the top echelons of the officialdom to the

most remote rural villages. It is impos-
sible to understand the history of China
over the past half-century independently

of the Cold War waged against it by the

U.S. and its imperialist allies.

Yet the Maoist Maurice Meisner writes

about China as if it were located on some
distant planet light years from the Amer-
ican imperialist state. During the Korean
War of the early 1950s and again during

the Taiwan Strait (Quemoy and Matsu)
crisis in 1958, the U.S. threatened to use

its nuclear weapons against China. The
threat by the militarily most powerful

state in the world to turn China into irra-

diated rubble is for Meisner so trivial,

so unimportant that it is not even men-
tioned in his The Deng Xiaoping Era:

An Inquiry into the Fate of Chinese

Socialism, 1978-1994
, a book of over

500 pages. By contrast, page after page
is devoted to scrutinizing Mao’s and

Deng’s ever-shifting economic policies

and "socialist" theorizing. For Meisner.

the history of the People’s Republic of

China has been primarily determined by
the ideological concepts, attitudes and

prejudices of Mao Zedong and Deng
Xiaoping!

The pressures of world capitalism on
post- 1949 China have been compounded
by the country’s economic backwardness

and the misrule of the Stalinist-Maoist

bureaucracy with its anti-revolutionary

dogma of “socialism in one country." A
proletarian political revolution ousting

the Beijing bureaucracy would install a

regime committed to the goal of world

revolution, providing a powerful impetus

for socialist revolution from Indonesia to

Japan and the U.S.

For the sake of theoretical clarity and

generality, let us project the following

historical situation. A workers revolution

takes place in Japan. A planned, social-

ized economy is thus established in this

major advanced industrial country under

a government based on democratically

elected workers councils and led by a

Leninist-Trotskyist party. Furthermore,

the Japanese revolution precipitates a

proletarian political revolution in China,

the revolutionary reunification of the

Korean peninsula and also a proletarian

political revolution in Vietnam. There

thus comes into existence a bloc of East

Asian workers states centered on an

advanced industrial country (Japan) and

governed by revolutionary Marxist ( not

Stalinist) parties.

Let us further assume that a proletar-

Defend China Against Imperialism, Counterrevolution!

For Workers Political Revolution!
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People s Liberation Army enters Beijing, 1949, heralding overthrow of capitalist class rule. Unemployed workers in
Guangzhou today. “Market reforms" undermine gains of 1949 Revolution, embolden counterrevolutionary forces.

this global conflict. A large part of the

economic surplus produced in Japan

would be expended on increasing and

upgrading its military-industrial capacity.

Another large pan would be used for

economic and military aid to China,

Korea and Vietnam. Improving living

standards and reducing the workweek in

the countries of the East Asian Commu-
nist bloc would be limited by the enor-

mous expenditure of resources necessi-

tated by the global Cold War. Obviously,

there would be no possibility of the state

withering away in China or Japan in this

international context.

In short, there can be no transition to

socialism for any workers state—whether
economically advanced or backward

—

unless based on proletarian revolution in

all major capitalist countries, centrally

and ultimately the U.S. As long as the

"world’s only superpower" is ruled by the

Wall Street banks and Fortune 500 corpo-

rations, humanity will be ever threatened

by nuclear holocaust.

The Socialist Transformation
of Backward Countries:
From Marx to Trotsky

Just as Meisner falsifies through omis-
sion and selective quotations Marx’s
views on the relationship between capi-

talism and socialism in general, he like-

wise falsifies Marx's views on the social-

ist transformation of backward countries.

He begins his book by insisting that

Marx held that socialism can be built

only in an advanced industrial society

previously developed under capitalism.

Marx and Engels initially did believe

that industrial capitalism would be ex-

as a historical overhead cost for the mod-
ernization of these backward regions. In

an 1853 article, “The Future Results of

British Rule in India," Marx wrote:

“England had to fulfill a double mis-
sion in India: one destructive, the other

regenerating—the annihilation of the old

Asiatic society, and the laying of the

material foundations of Western society

in Asia....

"Modem industry, resulting from the

railway system, will dissolve the heredi-

tary division of labour, upon which rest

the Indian castes, those decisive impedi-
ments to Indian progress and Indian
power."

This projection was not borne out by

the actual course of development. While
the Western bourgeoisies introduced cer-

tain elements of modern industrial tech-

nology (e.g., railroads) into their colo-

nies and semicolonies, the overall effect

of capitalist imperialism was to arrest

the social and economic development of

backward countries. Thus, British colo-

nial rule deliberately perpetuated and uti-

lized traditional reactionary institutions

such as the caste system in India and tri-

balism in sub-Saharan Africa.

Moreover, the economic development
which was introduced under European
colonial rule had a deformed character.

Thus, the British built the railways in

India only from the hinterland to the port

to facilitate trade with the imperialist

metropolis. The rail lines did not connect
the different regions of the Indian sub-

continent. By contrast, railway construc-

tion in the United States during this same
period was a prime factor in the eco-

nomic and social integration of the

American nation-state.

By the late 19th century, Marx and

selves follow in their wake: economic
needs, if anything, will see to that. But
as to what social and political phases
these countries will then have to pass
through before they likewise arrive at

socialist organization. I think we today
can advance only rather idle hypotheses."

Marx was still alive at this time and
was collaborating closely with Engels.

So this represents their final, mature
judgment on the socialist transformation

of backward countries. Contrary to Meis-

ner, Marx did not maintain that the back-

ward countries had to go through a pro-

longed period of capitalist development
emulating the experience of West Europe
and North America.

In the 1880s, at the beginning of the

era of modern capitalist imperialism,

it was understandable that Marx and
Engels assumed that proletarian revolu-

tion would first take place in the

advanced capitalist countries and that

the socialist transformation of the more
backward regions of the world would
gradually follow in consequence. How-
ever, imperialist domination and exploi-

tation strengthened the bourgeois order

in West Europe and North America,

not least by infecting the working class

of these countries with the ideology of
national chauvinism and racism. As
Lenin pointed out in his 1916 pamphlet.

Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capi-
talism. superprofits derived from the

colonial and semicolonial countries made
it "economically possible to bribe the

upper strata of the proletariat" in the

imperialist countries.

At the same time, imperialism tended

to destabilize the traditional social order

continued on page 4

We conclude below an article begun in

WV No. 743 (6 October).

In analyzing the transition from capi-

talism to socialism, Marx in the Cri-

tique of the Gotha Program and Lenin
in The State and Revolution assumed an

international context in which proletar-

ian revolution had triumphed in all major
capitalist countries. However, Soviet Rus-

sia and People’s China from their incep-

tion had to engage in a life-and-death

struggle against more powerful capitalist-

imperialist states. The pressures of world
capitalism—economic, military and po-

litical—have had a profound impact on
every aspect of post- 1949 China (as they

ian revolution does not occur at this time

in the United States, which remains the

military stronghold and dominant politi-

cal power of world capitalism. There
would thus be a new Cold War between
an East Asian Communist bloc and an

American-led imperialist alliance. The
East Asian workers states—their popula-

tions and economic resources—would
have to be fully mobilized to prevail in

tended more or less uniformly on a

worldwide basis, but they later aban-

doned that view in light of subsequent

historical experience. The founders of

scientific socialism were by no means
blind or indifferent to the monumental
crimes committed by the Western colo-

nial powers against the indigenous peo-

ples of Asia, Africa and the Americas.

But they initially considered such crimes
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in backward countries, generating con-

tradictions which I^eon Trotsky termed

“combined and uneven development." A
sizable industrial proletariat, working

with modern technology, emerged along-

side the mass of impoverished peasants

still subject to feudal-derived and other

pre-capitalist forms of exploitation. The

day-to-day struggle against capitalist and

precapitalist forms of exploitation was

organically intertwined with, and rein-

forced by, the struggle for national

independence.

Recognizing the international contra-

dictions in the era of modern imperialism,

Trotsky in his theory of permanent revo-

lution challenged the hitherto accepted

sequencing of the world socialist revolu-

tion from the advanced to backward

countries. It was now possible that the

proletariat of p backward country, leading

the peasant masses in the struggle against

feudal-derived exploitation and foreign

imperialist domination, could come to

power in advance of the workers of West

Europe and North America. Such revolu-

tions would severely weaken the bour-

geois order in the imperialist centers

while giving a powerful impetus to the

revolutionary consciousness of the work-

ers in the advanced capitalist countries.

Drawing on the understanding first laid

out by Marx and Engels in their 1850

“Address of the Central Committee to the

Communist League,” Trotsky developed

this concept of permanent revolution

at the beginning of the 20th century spe-

cifically with regard to tsarist Russia,

and it was validated by life itself in

the Bolshevik-led October Revolution of

1917. In the late 1920s, in light of the

experience of the defeated Chinese Rev-

olution of 1925-27, Trotsky generalized

the theory and program of permanent rev-

olution to what is now called the “Third

World." Trotsky recognized that while the

socialist revolution could well begin in a

backward country oppressed by imperial-

ism, it could be completed only by prole-

tarian revolutions in the advanced capital-

ist countries:

“The socialist revolution begins on the

national arena, it unfolds on the interna-

tional arena, and is completed on the

world arena. Thus, the socialist revolu-

tion becomes a permanent revolution in a

newer and broader sense of the word; it

attains completion only in the final vic-

tory of the new society on our entire

planet....

“In a country where the proletariat has

power in its hands as the result of the

democratic revolution, the subsequent
fate of the dictatorship and socialism

depends in the last analysis not only and
not so much upon the national produc-
tive forces as upon the development of

the international socialist revolution."

—The Permanent Revolution

(1929); reprinted in The
Permanent Revolution and
Results and Prospects (1969)

China and the
Permanent Revolution

The Bolshevik Revolution issued out

of World War I, which also transformed

China into a classic case of combined and
uneven development. The war choked off

the supply of consumer goods and capital

to China from the West European powers,

giving a powerful impetus to local capital-

ist industry. Both Chinese- and Japanese-

owned enterprises burgeoned during the

war, supplying the huge domestic market.

By 1919 there were some 1.5 million

industrial workers in China, most of them
newly urbanized and retaining strong

links with the countryside.

At the same lime, the Bolshevik Revo-
lution profoundly affected this new prole-

tariat and the left wing of the Chinese
intelligentsia, exemplified by Chen Duxiu
and Li Dazhao, who now saw in commu-
nism the road forward to the national lib-

eration and social and economic modern-
ization of China. Within five years of its

formation in 1920, the Chinese Commu-
nist Party (CCP) had grown from a small

circle of left-wing intellectuals into a

mass workers party.

But by then the Soviet Union and the
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1922 Hong Kong seamen's strike against British colonialists. Inspired by 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, early CCP led by

Chen Duxiu quickly developed into mass party of Chinese proletariat.

Communist International (Cl) had come
under the control of the Stalinist bureauc-

racy. Reviving the Menshevik notion of

“two-stage revolution” and thus insist-

ing that the coming revolution in semi-

colonial China would be limited to a

“national-democratic revolution” placing

the national bourgeoisie in power, the Cl

under Stalin and Bukharin instructed the

Chinese Communists, despite repeated

objections from CCP leaders, to liqui-

date into Chiang Kai-shek’s bourgeois-

nationalist Guomindang (KMT). This

class-collaborationist strategy led to the

bloody defeat of the Chinese Revolution

of 1925-27.

As Chiang’s army approached Shang-

hai in early 1927, over 500,000 workers

staged a general strike which turned into

an insurrection. But the Shanghai prole-

tariat had been disarmed both politically

and militarily as a result of Stalin’s

treacherous policy. Shortly after entering

the city, Chiang staged a bloody coup

that beheaded the Chinese proletariat, as

tens of thousands of Communists and

trade unionists were slaughtered.

Trotsky had fought against Stalin and

Bukharin’s disastrous policies. A signifi-

cant section of the CCP cadre, including

Chen Duxiu as well as younger party

leaders like Peng Shuzhi (Peng Shu-tse),

now adhered to the Trotskyist Left Oppo-

sition. But after the proletariat was

smashed, the CCP leadership, soon taken

over by Mao, abandoned the cities alto-

gether in favor of peasant-based rural

guerrilla warfare. The CCP was thus

transformed from a proletarian into a

petty-bourgeois nationalist party. Com-
menting on this in his 1932 document

“Peasant War in China and the Proletar-

iat,” Trotsky wrote:

“Had the Chinese Communist Party con-

centrated its efforts for the last few years

in the citie's, in industry, on the railroads;

had it sustained the trade unions, the

educational clubs and circles; had it,

without breaking off from the workers,

taught them to understand what was
occurring in the villages—the share of
the proletariat in the general correlation

of forces would have been incomparably
more favorable today.

"The party actually tore itself away from
its class. Thereby in the last analysis it

can cause injury to the peasantry as well.

For should the proletariat continue to

remain on the sidelines, without organi-

zation, without leadership, then the peas-

ant war even if fully victorious will inev-

itably arrive in a blind alley.”

It was left to the Chinese Trotskyists to

rebuild a proletarian revolutionary party.

But they were not able to do so given the

effectiveness and intensity of state repres-

sion directed against them under the

KMT white terror and Japanese occupa-

tion. Even basic trade-union struggles

were suppressed. Furthermore, the inter-

national depression of the 1930s sharply

reduced China’s export markets, leading

to a contraction of the industrial labor

force. The Japanese invasion and occupa-

tion further devastated Chinese industry.

At bottom, the problem faced by the Chi-

nese Trotskyists in this period, above

and beyond fierce repression, was that

there was very little in the way of a pro-

letariat to organize for socialist revolu-

tion; the Chinese working class was not,

as it had been in the 1920s, a con-

tender for political power (see “The
Origins of Chinese Trotskyism," Sparta-

cist [English-language editionj No. 53,

Summer 1997).

The disintegration of Chiang’s KMT
regime in the aftermath of World War II

opened the way for the victory of Mao’s
peasant-guerrilla army. While Mao had

called for a coalition with Chiang un-

der the formula of “New Democracy,”

the 1949 Revolution was itself a refu-

tation of the “two-stage revolution” since

it resulted not in a bourgeois “new
democracy" but in a bureaucratically

deformed workers state. Meisner simul-

taneously falsely ascribes Stalin’s posi-

tions to Lenin while painting as Mao’s
innovations the politics which Mao
inherited from Stalin. “New Democracy"
was simply another term for the class-

collaborationist Stalinist program which

led to the liquidation of the CCP and the

defeat of the Second Chinese Revolution.

Wei, Soviet Stalinism
and Maoism

Trotsky’s concept of permanent revolu-

tion directly addresses one of the central

Trotsky in prison after 1905 Russian
Revolution. In his 1906 Results
and Prospects (1921 Comintern
edition above) laying out theory
of permanent revolution, Trotsky
explained that resolving democratic
tasks in backward Russia required
proletarian revolution.

themes of Meisner’s book: social revo-

lution in backward countries and their

socialist transformation. Yet there is

no mention of Trotsky at all in this

lengthy work. As a veteran American

academic of leftist sympathies, Meisner

is certainly aware of Trotsky's views.

Indeed. In his earlier book Mao's China:

A History of the People’s Republic

(1977), Meisner not only correctly out-

lines Trotsky’s theory but takes pains to

describe the entirely different mean-

ing “permanent revolution” had for Mao,

who turned it into a recipe for insane eco-

nomic adventurism (e.g., the “Great Leap

Forward") and intrabureaucratic factional

warfare (the “Cultural Revolution"). One
recalls that during the “ideological"

conflict between the Mao regime and

the Kremlin leadership under Nikita

Khrushchev in the late 1950s and early

'60s, both sides denounced the other for

“Trotskyite deviationism.” Meisner’s fail-

ure to consider Trotsky’s views in the

more recent book is a deliberate act of

intellectual dishonesty.

There is also no mention of Trotsky in

neo-Maoist Wei Wei’s lengthy article in

the Chinese journal Central Current, “At

the Doorstep of a New Century,” a polem-

ical overview of 20th-century history

mainly focusing on Soviet Russia and

post-1949 China. Wei contends that

Lenin was the first Marxist to maintain

that a successful proletarian revolution

was possible in a relatively backward

country. In fact, prior to 1917, the Bol-

shevik leader believed that a revolution in

Russia in itself would lead to a very rad-

ical form of bourgeois democracy which

he termed “the democratic dictatorship of

the proletariat and peasantry.” Despite

this limitation, Lenin’s views were dia-

metrically opposed to those of the Men-
sheviks, who propounded that the coming
“democratic revolution” would necessar-

ily place power in the hands of the Rus-

sian bourgeoisie and argued that the role

of the workers party was to be a loyal

opposition, not an active contender for

power.

It was only with the February Revolu-

tion of 1917 that Lenin came to under-

stand that the overthrow of the tsarist

autocracy could bring the workers di-

rectly to power, establishing a dictator-

ship of the proletariat in Russia. At the

same time, Trotsky came over to Lenin’s

conception of a hardened, democratic-
centralist vanguard party. On the basis of

this convergence, in 1917 Trotsky joined

the Bolshevik Party, thereby enabling him
to play a central role alongside Lenin in

leading the first and to date only success-

ful proletarian revolution in history.

Wei’s knowledge of Bolshevism, the

October Revolution and Soviet Russia is

clearly fragmentary as well as deeply dis-

torted by his Stalinist-Maoist outlook.

Thus he attributes the perspective of
“building socialism in one country" to

Lenin, asserting that the Bolshevik leader

maintained that “the working class can
rely on their political power, together

with all the laboring people, to overcome
the economic and cultural backwardness
in their own countries.” In reality. Lenin,

no less than Trotsky, insisted on the inter-
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national character of the socialist revolu-

tion. Speaking a year after the Bolsheviks
came to power, Lenin stated:

“Comrades, from the very beginning of
the October Revolution, foreign policy and
international relations have been the main
questions facing us. Not merely because
from now on all the slates in the world
are being firmly linked by imperialism
into a single system, or rather, into one
dirty, bloody mass, but because the com-
plete victory of the socialist revolution in

one country alone is inconceivable and
demands the most active co-operation
ot at least several advanced countries,
which do not include Russia. Hence one
of the main problems of the revolution is

now the extent to which we succeed in

broadening the revolution in other coun-
tries too.”—"Speech on the International

Situation" (November 1918)

This was the Bolshevik view until the

triumph of the political counterrevolution

in early 1924. Later that year, Stalin

revised his own earlier statement that

socialism could be victorious only on the

basis of proletarian stale power in at least

a number of the most advanced countries

and propounded the antf-Marxist dogma
of "socialism in one country," which cor-

responded to the narrow, nationalist

perspective of the bureaucratic caste for

which he was chief spokesman. This

nationalist outlook was also promoted by
the Stalinized CCP under Mao.

Interestingly, Wei’s ideological out-

look is much closer to Soviet Stalinism

than to Maoism, despite his exaltation of

the latter. This is most evident in his atti-

tude toward the former Soviet Union,

which he describes as a “communist for-

tress" right up to the moment it was
destroyed by capitalist counterrevolution

in 1991-92. That’s a far cry from ortho-

dox Maoism.

Mao contended that capitalism had
been restored in the Soviet Union because

of the “revisionism” of the Kremlin lead-

ership under Nikita Khrushchev. By this

he meant in particular Khrushchev’s 1956
denunciation of Stalin’s crimes and his

subsequent denunciation of Mao and the

cutting off of Soviet military and eco-

nomic aid to China in the late 1950s. By
the late '60s, Mao went further, branding

the USSR a “social imperialist" state even

more dangerous to China than American
imperialism. As we pointed out earlier,

this was the ideological justification for

China's criminal alliance with the U.S.

against the Soviet Union beginning in the

early 1970s.

Despite the Maoists’ denunciations of

Soviet "revisionism,” at no time did

the CCP attempt to set up a new, “anti-

revisionist" international. No less than

Moscow’s, Beijing’s brand of “socialism

in one country" meant betraying revolu-

tionary opportunities abroad. The fruits

of this policy were seen in Indonesia

in 1965, when the pro-Beijing Commu-
nist Party, the largest in the capitalist

world, subordinated its mass working-

class and peasant base to the bourgeois-

nationalist Sukarno regime. Thus the

Indonesian Stalinists disarmed the work-

ers, both politically and militarily, leav-

ing them defenseless when General

Suharto, backed by the CIA and Islam-

ic fundamentalists, launched an anti-

Communist military coup which resulted

in the slaughter of hundreds of thousands

(see "Lessons of Indonesia 1965," Spar-

tacist [English-language edition] No. 55,

Autumn 1999).

Wei argues that Khrushchev’s “revi-

sionism" merely set into motion political

developments which, three decades later,

led to the restoration of capitalism. He
thus presents a revision, so to speak, of

Mao’s position on Soviet “revisionism":

"Although Khrushchev was holding the

communist flag on the surface, in fact

what he carried out was a revisionist

line and a series of revisionist policies.

Mao said that quantitative change con-

tains partial qualitative change. Because
quantitative change leads to qualitative

change, in the end after 30 years the heirs

of Khrushchev—Gorbachev, etc.—com-
pleted this dramatic change, rendering the

overnight destruction of the communist
fortress which Hiller's million-man army
failed to break through."

Obviously, we don't know whether Wei
is consciously falsifying Mao’s posi-

tion or genuinely thinks this is a correct

Bettmann Archive

Earl Swisher

interpretation of Mao Zedong Thought.

That is not, in any case, an important

question.

But why a Chinese leftist intellectual

today should differ with Mao on the class

nature of the former Soviet Union is a

question of some political import. The
answer lies not in what happened in Rus-

sia in the past but in what is happening in

China now. Here it is clarifying to con-

trast Wei with Meisner. Meisner empha-
sizes that during the Cultural Revolution,

Mao denounced the Chinese Communist
officialdom as a “bureaucratic class”

whose members were becoming “bour-

geois elements sucking the blood of the

workers.” In this way Meisner claims

Mao’s authority for his own position

that under Deng—one of the main targets

of the Cultural Revolution—the Chinese
economy became one of “bureaucratic

capitalism."

Now, however, there have arisen

powerful forces in China—Western and

Japanese investors, the offshore Chi-

nese bourgeoisie, top officials and their

“princeling" sons, wealthy farmers, small

and not-so-small entrepreneurs, many
intellectuals—who really are driving to

restore capitalism, that is, private prop-

erty in the means of production. And the

Chinese workers want to defend “social-

ism" as they understand it; they are resist-

ing the privatization of state-owned enter-

prises and the accompanying attacks on
the “iron rice bowl.” Thus the realities of

the class struggle are forcing leftist intel-

lectuals like Wei to abandon Mao’s ideal-

ist version of capitalist restoration and
the reactionary notion that the Soviet

Union was "bureaucratic capitalist" or

"state capitalist.”

While Wei’s views on the Soviet Union
are far less reactionary than those of Mao.
they are still fundamentally distorted by
his adherence to the dogma of “building

socialism in one country." He, too, resorts

to subjectivist idealism to explain (though
not to define) the restoration of capitalism

in East Europe and the former USSR.
In the mid-1980s— it is not explained

why—the Soviet government and the rul-

ing Communist Party were taken over by
a man, Mikhail Gorbachev, who was even

more of a “revisionist," much more, than

Khrushchev had been. Wei emphasizes
that in Gorbachev's memoirs, “He frankly

admitted that he started doubling commu-
nism since his college years," as if one
man's intellectual outlook was a decisive

cause of capitalist counterrevolution.

The counterrevolutionary destruction

of the Soviet Union—a world-historic

defeat for the international proletariat

—

cannot be explained by the ideological

Workers militia in

Shanghai during
1925-27 Revolution.
CCP’s liquidation into

bourgeois-nationalist
Guomindang under
Stalin’s orders paved
way for anti-

communist slaughter,
as in Canton
(Guangzhou).

attitudes of the Kremlin leadership. It can

be explained only in terms of the deep-

going social and economic contradictions

within the Soviet Union as a bureaucrati-

cally degenerated workers state under the

relentless and all-sided pressure of world

imperialism.

The Illusion of “Building
Socialism in One Country”

In marked contrast to “Cultural Revo-

lution" Maoism, Wei’s defense of social-

ism rests heavily on the superior eco-

nomic performance of Soviet Russia

under Stalin and in the immediate post-

Stalin period (and also in China under

Mao). He writes: ‘The growth rate for

the USSR from 1928 to 1958 was 54 per-

cent (44 percent per capita) per decade.”

He then points out that this was not

only higher than the growth rate of any

capitalist country during this period

but also higher than any capitalist country

had experienced historically over a com-
parable period. Thus, in Wei’s view, the

Soviet Union was successfully “building

socialism" and was well on its way to over-

taking Western capitalism economically.

Ironically, the same argument was
made at the time by that arch-'Tevisionist"

Nikita Khrushchev. In I960, the Kremlin

leader captured world attention when he

declared that 20 years hence the Soviet

Union would not only overtake the

United States in economic production but

would achieve full communism. While

the latter claim was manifestly utopian,

the former was simply a projection of the

ru
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relatively higher Soviet growth rate dur-

ing the 1950s over the next two decades.

However, in the 1970s the Soviet econ-

omy lost its former dynamism as the rate

of growth declined sharply and steadily.

The underlying cause of the Soviet

economic malaise was actually predicted

decades before by Trotsky in his classic

study of Stalinist Russia. The Revolution

Betrayed (1936). He explained that the

exceptionally high rate of industrial

growth achieved during the early five-

year plans, which were based on con-

structing factories modeled on ones

already built in the West and manned by

surplus labor from the countryside, could

not be sustained at a higher level of eco-

nomic development:

"The progressive role of the Soviet

bureaucracy coincides with the period

devoted to introducing into the Soviet

Union the most important elements of
capitalist technique. The rough work
of borrowing, imitating, transplanting

and grafting, was accomplished on the

basis laid down by the revolution. There
was. thus far. no question of any new
word in the sphere of technique, science

or art. It is possible to build gigantic fac-

tories according to a ready-made West-
ern pattern by bureaucratic command

—

although, to be sure, at triple the normal
cost But the farther you go. the more
the economy runs into the problem of
quality, which slips out of the hands of

a bureaucracy like a shadow ... Under a

nationalized economy, quality demands a

democracy of producers and consumers,
freedom of criticism and initiative—con-
ditions incompatible with a totalitarian

regime of fear, lies and flattery."

These contradictions came to the fore

in the 1970s when continuing quantitative

expansion of industrial capacity and out-

put by the old methods was blocked by an

increasing shortage of labor. The Soviet

Union now had to switch from extensive

to intensive economic growth, a goal pro-

claimed by the Kremlin leadership under

Leonid Brezhnev. This entailed introduc-

ing a new, higher overall level of technol-

ogy and a corresponding increase in the

technological capacity of the working

population. To maximize labor productiv-

ity also required a qualitative raising of

managerial efficiency. But the Stalinist

bureaucracy—increasingly corrupt, polit-

ically cynical and self-interested—was
organically incapable of a dynamic mod-
ernization of the Soviet economy.
When Gorbachev came to power, he

denounced the last years of the Brezh-
nev regime as an “era of stagnation.”

He offered market-oriented “reforms.”

dubbed perestroika (restructuring), as the

only means of transforming the USSR
into an “intensive, highly developed eco-

nomy," enabling “her to enter the next

millennium with dignity as a great and
flourishing power" (quoted in Anders
Aslund, How Russia Became a Market
Economy [1995]). We wrote at the time:

"Within the framework of Stalinism
there is an inherent tendency toward eco-
nomic decentralization as an alternative

to workers democracy Since managers
and workers are not subject to the dis-

cipline of soviet democracy, a section
of the bureaucracy sees subjecting the

economic actors to the discipline of the

continued on page 10
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Young Spartacus
Not One Man, Not One Penny for the Imperialist Military!

Smash Imperialism Through Socialist Revolution!

Military Recruiters Off Campus!

Bengiveno/NY Times

NYU Law School students protested a military recruiter on campus on
October 16, the first such visit in 22 years.

NEW YORK CITY—On October 16,

recruiters for the Army’s Judge Advocate

General (JAG), the legal arm of the mili-

tary, came to the NYU Law School to

recruit students to serve the bloody inter-

ests of U.S. imperialism. The JAG
recruiters were met with protest by mem-
bers of SQUAD (Straights and Queers

United Against Discrimination), an NYU
Law School student group. The attempt

of military recruiters to extend their ten-

tacles back into campuses across the

nation, after being kicked off by mass

protests by students against U.S. imperi-

alism’s dirty war against the Vietnamese

workers and peasants, must be opposed.

The Spartacus Youth Club says: Military

recruiters off campus! Our opposition to

military recruiters on campus is derived

from our opposition to imperialist milita-

rism in general. Not one man, not one

penny for the imperialist military!

The military forces are the iron fist of

the U.S. imperialist slate, used to protect

the profits and possessions of the capital-

ist ruling class, both at home and abroad.

The American imperialists are engaged
in a ruthless struggle to improve their

competitive position by increasing the

rate of exploitation of the domestic

working class, plundering the colonial

and semicolonial world and seizing mar-

kets at the expense of their rivals. This

struggle is the natural outgrowth of the

capitalist system and its need for ever-

increasing profits gained through the

conquest of new markets; it inevitably

leads to wars to redivide the conquered

markets.

The NYU administration postures as a

“progressive institution” for gay rights

and against military recruiters coming to

campus. The university had banned mili-

tary recruiters for 22 years because the

Defense Department will not hire people

who are openly gay. But NYU receives

more than $200 million in Defense

6

Department research funds, and after the

Defense Department issued regulations

saying that it would withdraw all

research funds if any division of a uni-

versity barred recruiters, the administra-

tion reversed its policy. An editorial in

Washington Square News (17 October),

the campus newspaper, wrote: "New
York University is a progressive institu-

tion.... It was pleasing to see students

and institution both fighting side-by-side

for something they believe in.” Don’t

be fooled! The university administra-

tion is the representative of the ruling

class on campus. For example, the NYU
administration is hell-bent on seeing

that the graduate students do not form

a union. Only social protest got the

army recruiters off campus in the first

place, not reliance on the "benevo-

lence” of the administration. In fact,

universities serve as the training ground

for the next generation of the bourgeoi-

sie and those who serve it, in and out of

uniform.

SQUAD has protested the pervasive

persecution of homosexuals in the mili-

tary. which has, if anything, been wors-

ened by Clinton’s “don’t ask, don’t tell”

policy. The SYC solidarizes with the

protesters against the very real anti-gay

discrimination in the military, which has

led to the purging and even murder of

gay soldiers and sailors. However, we
also understand that "democratization”

of the imperialist army is impossible. As
we stated in “Right-Wing Bigots Mobi-
lize Against Gays in the Military": "Even

if the formal ban [on gays in the mili-

tary] is dropped, gays will still face

harassment and violence at the hands of

bigoted officers and fellow soldiers in

this bigoted society.... Gay oppression is

rooted in the ideology of the family, an

institution which is a bedrock of capital-

ism” (Workers Vanguard No. 569, 12

February 1993). As Leon Trotsky, co-

leader with V. I. Lenin of the Bolshevik

Revolution and founder of the Red
Army, noted in his History of the Rus-

sian Revolution (1930): “An army is

always a copy of the society it

serves—with this difference, that it gives

social relations a concentrated character,

carrying both their positive and negative

features to an extreme."

The U.S. imperialist rulers perpetrate

vicious exploitation of the American
working class, driving down wages and

attacking working conditions, and
attempting to smash unions. This is

accompanied by the increasingly hideous

oppression and degradation of the black

and Latino masses in the inner cities. The
fight for the liberation of the American
black population, which is forcibly segre-

gated at the bottom of society but is inte-

grated into the working class, is central to

the destruction of American imperialism.

The bloody history of U.S. imperial-

ism spans a century of butchery: from
the war against Filipino insurgents in the

1890s, through two imperialist world
wars, the failed attempt to drow-n the

Vietnamese social revolution in blood.

and most recently NATO's assault

against Serbia and continual bombings
of Iraq. The U.S. imperialists are the

only ones to have used atomic weapons,

incinerating some 200,000 Japanese

civilians in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Currently. Palestinians are being gunned
down by U.S.-supplied tanks and Apache
helicopters of the Israeli state. As revolu-

tionaries, we oppose our “own” bour-

geoisie wherever it rears its head. We
call to defeat U.S. imperialism through

workers revolution! The main enemy is

at home!
We do not believe that U.S. imperial-

ism can be a force for human rights in

the world, contrary to what the bulk of

the IMF/WTO protesters in Seattle and

elsewhere might think. When the U.S./

NATO forces launched their bombing
campaign against Serbia, we stood forth-

rightly for the military defense of Serbia,

without giving one iota of political

support to Milosevic, and for workers

revolution to defeat the imperialists. In

contrast, the nominally “socialist" Inter-

national Socialist Organization (ISO),

which has a group at NYU, limply

pleaded with the imperialists, “NATO
Bombs Won’t Stop the Killing,” buying

into the imperialists’ lie that this was a

war in “defense” of Kosovar Albanians.

The ISO is now in the midst of a fer-

vent campaign in support of the capitalist

candidate of the Green Party, Ralph

Nader, for president. Hardly opposed to

either the imperialist military or its use,

Nader simply states that if he were presi-

dent he could use the army better, cutting

down the military budget in order to

obtain a lean, mean fighting machine
which can continue to protect "American
sovereignty.” As he states on his Web
site, “It is important to have a lean

defense; a wasteful defense is a weak
defense.” Nader’s patriotic defense of

“American sovereignty” has at its core

the anti-communism central to his anti-

China policies. He campaigned heavily

against Congressional passage of Perma-

nent Normal Trade Relations (PNTR)
with China, saying that “passage of

PNTR will also eliminate a crucial lever

in the advancement of democracy and
human rights in China." We oppose the

entry of imperialism into China!

“Democracy” and “human rights" are

code words for capitalist counterrevolu-

tion in China. The SYC stands for the

unconditional military defense of the

Chinese deformed workers state. We call

for a proletarian political revolution to

oust the Stalinist bureaucracy, in order to

preserve and extend the gains of the

1949 Revolution. Similarly, we Trotsky-

ists defended the former Soviet Union,

which long served as a bulwark against

the predations of U.S. imperialism.

What we need is a conscious revolu-

tionary leadership of the working class

based on the understanding that society

is divided between two classes, workers

and capitalists, whose interests are irrec-

oncilably counterposed. We fight for a

multiracial revolutionary workers party

to lead a socialist revolution to emanci-

pate all those ground under the boot of

U.S. imperialism.
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Young Spartacus

SYC Defends li/lumia Against

Reactionary Smear Campaign
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Young Spartacus

Revolutionary Contingent at May 13 San Francisco rally called for mobilizing
labor’s social power in fight to free Mumia, opposed reliance on racist

capitalist courts and politicians.

UC Berkeley
As the following article explains, sin-

isterforces at UC Berkeley invited Accu-

racy in Academia's (AIA) Dan Flynn to

speak on campus on September 27 in a

vicious smear campaign against Mumia
Abu-Jamal. Flynn tvas met with protests

by outraged students, who burned his lit-

erature and shouted Flynn down. As a

result, there has been a huge hue and cry

on campus about "free speech." The Bay
Area SYC submitted a shorter version of

this article as a letter in defense of
Mumia to the Daily Californian, the stu-

dent paper at UC Berkeley, but it was

politically censored by the editors. The

version they printed on October 19

attempted to transform our revolutionary

understanding of the need to link the

fight for Mumia’s freedom to the fight

against capitalism as a whole into lib-

eral "fight the right" mush. Not only did

they omit all mention of Clinton, but they

even took out our forthright assertion of

Mumia's innocence!

* * *

Mumia Abu-Jamal is an innocent man
sitting on death row. Targeted by the

state because he is a fighter for black lib-

eration, he was framed up on charges of

killing a cop and then sentenced to death

expressly for his political views. On
Sept. 27, the Berkeley College Republi-

cans (BCR) and the Berkeley Conserva-

tive Foundation (BCF) invited Accuracy

in Academia’s Dan Flynn, author of the

scurrilous “Cop Killer: How Mumia Abu
Jamal Conned Millions Into Believing

He Was Framed,” to propagate the Phila-

delphia police lies which framed Mumia.
The only weapon Mumia ever used was
his pen and his voice! It is obscene that

the BCF, whose supercilious campus
organ The Patriot runs the bloodthirsty

headline “Fry Mumia," has been able to

posture as a defender of “free speech”

against the outraged students who pro-

tested Flynn’s talk. It is even more
obscene that last week the ASUC (Asso-

ciated Students of the University of Cali-

fornia, the student government] joined

the chorus, passing a bill condemning

the protesters.

Targeting campus leftists is modus
operandi for the ALA, who in the 1980s

compiled a list of 10,000 alleged Marx-
ists and 35,000 liberal professors on cam-
puses around the country to harass and

drive out of public life. In 1986 these sin-

ister junior McCarthyites targeted the

Marxist Spartacist League (SL) with the

Big Lie slander that the publications of

the Spartacist tendency, including Work-

ers Vanguard, “urge... the killing of police

officers.” The SL sued and forced them to

retract this purposefully deadly slander.

The AIA is still at it. Besides lusting after

Mumia’s execution, Dan Flynn’s other

central activity is seeking to rehabilitate

Joe McCarthy! Now on the Internet and in

the pages of the Moonie-owned Washing-

ton Times AIA is seeking to slander

Mumia’s defenders as violators of free

speech. It’s too bad that the Berkeley pro-

testers fell into Flynn’s trap. It would

have been much more effective to expose

AIA’s smear campaign against Mumia for

what it is: a bunch of lies. We in the Spar-

tacus Youth Club believe in refuting the

views of right-wing ideologues.

The evidence that Mumia was framed

is overwhelming. The police’s murder

scenario contradicted autopsy results and

there is no evidence that the supposed

murder weapon was even fired. Mumia’s
alleged “confession” was not reported

until two months after the fact and the cop

who was with Mumia after the shooting

originally reported that “during this time

the negro male made no comment.”
Mumia was stripped of his right to repre-

sent himself and removed from the court-

room for much of his trial. In a 1 995 hear-

ing, witnesses testified that they had been

coerced and pressured by police into

changing their testimony in order to

implicate Mumia at the original trial. At

the sentencing hearing the prosecution

introduced the Panthers’ use of the Maoist

slogan, “political power grows out of the

barrel of a gun,” to paint Mumia as a con-

vinced cop killer who deserved to die.

Mumia had no criminal record before

being arrested and framed in 1981, but

the FBI had amassed an 800-page file on

him starting from the time he joined the

Black Panther Party at age 15. Mumia
was a defender of the MOVE organiza-

tion, against which (he Philly police

waged a vicious vendetta which resulted

in 1985 in the firebombing of a MOVE
house, the incineration of eleven people,

including five children, and the destruc-

tion of an entire city neighborhood. While

the frame-up system is standard operating

procedure across this country, the Philly

police department is particularly notori-

ous for it. Since 1995 more than 300 peo-

ple falsely convicted by the lying testi-

mony of cops from Philadelphia’s 39th

Precinct have been freed from prison

hellholes.

In their adamant efforts to uphold the

racist capitalist order the wannabe capi-

talist politicians of the BCF groove on

the thought of consummating the legal

lynching of Mumia. Clinton took time

out of his 1992 campaign to preside over

the execution of a brain-damaged black

man, Ricky Ray Rector, while Bush runs

the high- volume death machine of Texas.

The concern of the anti-Mumia bigots

for truth and freedom is just about as

great as that of the 1857 Dred Scott

Supreme Court, which ruled that blacks

“had no rights which a white man was
bound to respect.” They raise no hoopla

about the FBI’s COINTELPRO murders

of 38 Black Panthers, but yelp about

"free speech” when they see obstacles in

the way of Mumia’s legal murder. What
hypocrisy!

The Spartacist League/Spartacus Youth

Clubs have been active in the fight for

Mumia’s freedom since 1988. We under-

stand that Mumia’s case provides a com-
prehensive picture of the institutionalized

barbarism of the death penalty which

stands at the pinnacle of a legal apparatus

of racist repression in the United States.

It underlines the fact that there is no jus-

tice in the capitalist courts, which, along

with the cops and prisons, exist as the

bourgeoisie’s machinery of repression

against the working class and oppressed.

Mumia spoke, and speaks, forcefully

against this reality of black oppression,

the cornerstone of American capitalism.

This is precisely why groups like the

BCF. BCR, and the AIA, who strive to

preserve what they can of the legacy of

slavery, would like to see Mumia dead as

soon as possible. Abolish the racist death

penalty! Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!

The “Nader Challenge”:

Getting Gore Elected

So<ioliafowruj rgrsr

From the outset, we have opposed the

Green Party’s Ralph Nader on principle

as a capitalist candidate who is, more-

over, a shill for the Democratic Party of

war and racism. In contrast, the social-

democratic International Socialist Organ-

ization (ISO) has energetically boosted

Nader’s campaign as a challenge to “the

two parties of big business,” even trum-

peting “The Nader Challenge” on the

cover of International Socialist Review
(October/November 2000).

But with Democrat A1 Gore increas-

ingly looking like a loser in the weeks
before the election, the real challenge

facing Nader supporters is to convince

voters that Gore will win. A leaflet

issued in Boston, reproduced at right,

avers: “George Bush will NEVER win
in Massachusetts, so HAVE NO FEAR."
(Notably, this leaflet asserting Nader’s

stand for “strong unions" was printed

with no union bug—i.e., by non-union

labor.) The same message was featured

in a full-page ad in the Village Voice (31

October): “Don’t worry, you’re not giv-

ing New York to Bush.”

As the ISO’s more “mainstream"

social-democratic cousins readily ad-

mit, Nader’s supposedly “independent,”

“pro-labor” campaign was always

aimed at pressuring Clinton/Gore’s

“New Democrats" and refurbishing

illusions among radical youth in capi-

talist electoral politics. In a recent piece

in the New York Times (26 October),

Democratic Socialists of America
spokesman Barbara Ehrenreich wrote:

“I see the Nader campaign as a chance

to prod the Democratic Party to the left

and. beyond that, to re-energize Ameri-
can democracy.” Similarly, Committees
of Correspondence co-chairman Man-
ning Marable says, “Gore doesn’t need

your vote, and by supporting Nader, we
can send a powerful, progressive protest

message to the Democrats” (Along the

Color Line, October 2000). The mes-

sage of revolutionary Marxists is that

the power of labor will continue to be

shackled until the working class breaks

with the Democratic Party—and all

bourgeois parties—and forges a revolu-

tionary workers party committed to

sweeping away the capitalist profit sys-

tem through socialist revolution.
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Zionist Terror...

Palestinian protesters in Jordan burn Israeli flag, October 24. Arab bourgeois
regimes are no less oppressors of Palestinians, as over three million languish
for decades in squalid refugee camps in Baqa'a, Jordan and elsewhere.

(continuedfrom page 1)

store for the dispossessed Palestinian

Arab people underscores the inherently

chauvinist character of the Zionist state,

which was founded upon the brutal sup-

pression of Palestinian national rights, in

the course of the 1948 “War of Independ-

ence,” 800,000 Arabs were driven out of

Palestine—their land stolen, their homes

demolished, their lives destroyed—to be

warehoused in squalid refugee camps

throughout the region, where their

children and grandchildren were born

and remain to this day. Only 150,000

remained in Israel, with the Palestinian

population of cities like Jerusalem and

Haifa reduced from over 70,000 each to

barely 3,000.

These remnants of the Palestinian

nation within the 1948 borders, today

numbering a million, were nominally

made “citizens,” forced to live in exclu-

sively Arab towns and villages—often

lacking even sewage systems— in three

small parts of the country which re-

mained under military administration

until 1966. Today only 8 percent of all

Israeli Arabs live in “mixed” cities like

Haifa and Tel Aviv. Over the years, some

80 percent of remaining Arab-owned land

has been expropriated by the regime.

A 1976 general strike against such land

confiscations led to the massacre of

six Israeli Arabs by police, which is annu-

ally commemorated by Palestinians as

Land Day.

Denied participation in the military and

until 1960 in the Histadrut—the corpor-

atist “labor” federation founded on the

program of “Hebrew only" labor—these

Palestinian “citizens” were thereby de-

nied a whole range of social benefits and

excluded from a whole range of jobs.

Many of those who have work are con-

The following is a speech given by
SYCer Quincy Levinson at a protest in

New York on October 20 against Israeli

state terror.

I’m here on behalf of the Spartacist

League/U.S., a Marxist organization. We
are here to express our solidarity with

the oppressed Palestinian masses. We
feel that all working people and
oppressed throughout the world must
rally to the Palestinians in the face of
Zionist terror. The Israeli rulers are

entirely capable of carrying out a massa-
cre of Palestinian Arabs on a truly geno-
cidal scale. We in the Spartacist League
say: Defend the Palestinian people! All

Israeli troops and settlers out of the

Occupied Territories now!
Behind the Israeli capitalist govern-

ment stands American imperialism. Clin-

ton is using the deaths in Yemen of 17

sailors on the USS Cole as a chauvinist

war cry to provoke imperialist retalia-

tion. American imperialism is the most
dangerous enemy of workers and
oppressed. Likewise, the United Nations
since the outset has been involved up to

its neck in the repression of Palestinian

people.

One should have no illusions in the

capitalist rulers of the Arab nations. We
must remember Black September of 1 970
when 10,000 Palestinians were massa-
cred by the government of King Hussein
ol Jordan. We say: Down with the starva-

tion blockade of Iraq! U.S./UN troops out

of the Near East now!
We have long warned that the peace

accords signed by Arafat would not end
the national oppression of Palestinians,

but merely cede the job of administering
that oppression over to the PLO. It is an
indictment of the PLO’s petty-bourgeois

nationalism which relied on the good

centrated in unskilled construction, ser-

vice and agricultural jobs along with

laborers from the Occupied Territories

—

and, increasingly, “illegal" immigrants. It

was such conditions, as well as national

solidarity with their compatriots under

Israeli occupation, which fueled the

recent protests by Israeli Arabs. As their

communities were completely sealed off

by Israeli police, 13 were killed. Now a

leading police commander threatens to

“settle accounts" with Israeli Arabs.

Conditions within the Occupied Terri-

tories arc immeasurably worse. Average

annual income has plunged from $2,500

in 1987 to $1,500 (compared to $17,000
in Israel), while unemployment ranges

up to 40 percent. As a result of the

“peace process," wrote correspondent

Amira Hass in the Israeli daily Ha'aretz

Young Spartacus

graces first of the Arab capitalist regimes

and then of U.S. imperialism that many
Palestinian workers and intellectuals have

been driven into the arms of Hamas, a

violently anti-Semitic and anti-woman

Islamic fundamentalist group.

Now the Zionist rulers have not yet

taken on the myriad peoples of the region

in a nuclear Armageddon, but it could

well happen. The Hebrew-speaking
workers must place themselves against

the prison of chauvinism and become as

one with their class brothers. They must
join in building a revolutionary Leninist

workers party of both the Arab and
Hebrew-speaking people to fight for a

socialist federation of the Near East
where all people can have their national

rights. For a socialist federation of the

Near East.'m

(18 October). Israel has been able to

“double the number of settlers in 10

years, to enlarge the settlements, to con-

tinue its discriminatory policy of cutting

back water quotas for three million Pal-

estinians, to prevent Palestinian develop-

ment in most of the area of the West
Bank, and to seal an entire nation into

restricted areas, imprisoned in a network

of bypass roads meant for Jews only."

“Transfer"—the forced population

transfer of all Arabs from the Occupied
Territories, and perhaps from within

Israel itself—has long been the rallying

cry of the Zionist right. But it originated

with the Zionist “founding fathers.” The
head of the Jewish Agency’s Colonization

Department. Joseph Weitz, wrote in 1940:

“Between ourselves it must be clear that

there is no room for both peoples together

in this country,.. And there is no other

way but to transfer the Arabs from here

to the neighboring countries; to transfer

all of them; not one village, not one tribe

should be left."

— quoted in introduction to

Maxime Rodinson, Israel: A
Colonial-Settler State? (1973)

Under capitalism, there is no “room”
for two peoples in this small country.

To secure the national rights of the

oppressed Palestinian people—without

thereby denying the national existence of

the Hebrew-speaking people—the Zion-

ist garrison-state must be shattered from

within through Arab/Hebrew workers

revolution. Only within the framework of

a socialist federation of the Near East can

the right of national self-determination of
both the Palestinian Arab and Hebrew-
speaking peoples and the many other

minority peoples of the region be equita-

bly realized.

This elementary truth, denied by much
of the opportunist left, is formally

acknowledged by the fake-Trotskyist

Committee for a Workers International

(CWI, represented by Socialist Alterna-

tive in the U.S.) in an October Web site

statement by its Israeli group, Maavak
Sozialisti (Socialist Struggle), which
argues regarding Israel that “it is impos-
sible to genuinely solve the national ques-

tion under capitalism." The statement

issues the following appeal:

"A class socialist leadership of Israeli

Palestinians could make an appeal to

Jewish workers to struggle together with
them in order to overthrow" the hated

Barak government, and for the overthrow
of the corrupt capitalist system . .

“This could be achieved because in

Israel the capitalists and their servants in

government continually attack Israeli

workers and youth by means of privat-

ization. unemployment and attacks on
wages and work conditions, and the dis-

mantling of the welfare state."

This is a flagrant capitulation to Zion-

ist “laborism.” The statement despicably

fails to raise even the simple unambigu-
ous demand for defense of the Palestinian

people against Zionist terror and for all

Israeli troops and settlers out of the Occu-
pied Territories, calling only “for the

immediate withdrawal of the Israeli army
from Gaza. Hebron and Bethlehem." This
is not surprising. The CWI’s British

mainstay. Peter Taaffe’s Socialist Party,

Young Spartacus

Spartacist Youth Addresses

NYC Palestinian Rally

UN.

is notorious for its refusal to call for Brit-

ish troops out of Northern Ireland and

its capitulation to anti-Catholic Loyalist

reaction, even regularly providing a plat-

form for a fascistic Loyalist killer.

The Hebrew-speaking proletariat is

indeed no less exploited by its “own”
ruling class than are workers elsewhere.

In recent years, there have been a series

of militant strikes and protests against

austerity and privatization. Secular Israe-

lis are suffocated by a semi-theocratic

state in which even basic questions like

marriage and divorce are determined by

the whims of ultra-Orthodox rabbis. The
Askhenazi (European-derived) elite lords

it over the Sephardic (Near Eastern) Jew-

ish population, many of whom live in

conditions of poverty not qualitatively

better than those of Israeli Arabs.

But Arab/Hebrew class unity will

not be forged on the basis of reformist

economism, as the CWI believes. The
Hebrew-speaking workers, not least the

Sephardic Jews who form the base of the

right-wing and religious parties, are satu-

rated with anti-Palestinian chauvinism,

which has only intensified in recent

weeks. If they are to be won to revolu-

tionary class struggle against the Israeli

exploiters, the Hebrew-speaking workers

must be broken from the stranglehold of

Zionist chauvinism and won to interna-

tionalist defense of the Palestinian peo-

ple. For their pan, the militant Palestinian

workers and youth who courageously

defy the Zionist military juggernaut must
be won from petty-bourgeois Palestinian

nationalism and anti-Semitic Islamic fun-

damentalists like Hamas, who are deadly

enemies of Arab women and workers.

For a Socialist Federation
of the Near East!

While the CWI capitulates to the

chauvinist backwardness of the Hebrew-
speaking working class, most other

reformist groups offer nothing more
than a “leftist” gloss on the treacherous

PLO policies which have brought the

Palestinian masses to the current bloody
impasse. Even as it acknowledges that
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Free Mordechai Vanunu!

Mordechai
Vanunu

protesting for

Palestinian rights

one year before
his 1986 arrest

for revealing
extent of Israeli

nuclear arsenal.

Joining some 2 .(MX) Palestinian light-

ers locked away in Israeli prisons, there

is also an Israeli of Jewish origin.

Mordechai Vanunu. In the eyes of the

Zionist rulers, Vanunu is a “race trai-

tor” for revealing to the world the scale

of the Israeli nuclear arsenal. For this

“crime," Vanunu has languished in a

dungeon in the Negev desert for 14

years—all hut the last two in solitary

confinement, denied any human con-

tact except with the guards who fed

him and his two brothers who were

allowed to visit every other week.

Based on his experience as a technician

at the top-secret Dimona nuclear facil-

ity. in 1986 Vanunu told the London

Times that the war-crazed Zionist rulers

had produced and stockpiled upwards

of 200 nuclear warheads, making Israel

the sixth-largest nuclear power in the

world at the time. Lured to Italy by

an Israeli Mossad secret police agent,

Vanunu was then abducted by the

Mossad and whisked off to the desert

prison in Ashkelon where he remains

to this day.

As a Sephardic Jew whose family

had emigrated from Morocco, it was

Vanunu’s own experience of discrimi-

nation at the hands of the European-

derived Ashkenazi Israeli ruling estab-

lishment that led to his alienation from

Zionism. This impelled him to lake up

the cause of Palestinian rights. As a

student at Beersheba's Ben-Gurion

University. Vanunu befriended Bedouin

and Palestinian students and fought for

their rights when he served as a repre-

sentative in the student government. He
was instrumental in helping these stu-

dents gain equal access to university

housing and participated in protests for

Palestinian equality and against the

1 982 Lebanon war.

Vanunu’s revelations made it clear

that Israel's capitalist rulers had

enough nuclear weapons—and missile

delivery systems developed with U.S.

aid—not only to incinerate every Arab

capital, but to bomb major cities in the

Soviet Union as well. As we wrote

shortly after his arrest. "For his coura-

geous act, the working people, indeed

all of humanity, owe Vanunu a tremen-

dous debt of gratitude.... Vanunu acted

in the cause of humanity. Now the

international working class must cham-

pion his cause” (WV No. 429, 29 May
1987). Free all Palestinian political

prisoners! Freedom now for Mordechai

Vanunu

!

the Arab regimes have suppressed pro-

Palestinian protests, the Workers World

Party (WWP) enthuses: "This strong pro-

gressive Arab nationalism and inter-Arab

solidarity has not been seen since the

1960s.... The wave of demonstrations has

already swept away the wedge that Wash-

ington drove between Arab governments

during the 1991 Gulf War" ( Workers

World, 26 October).

WWP’s line is a rehash of the mythi-

cal, trans-class “Arab Revolution" pushed

by many opportunist leftists in the 1960s

and '70s to justify tailing petty-bourgeois

Palestinian nationalism and the "progres-

sive” Arab bourgeoisies (see "Near East,

1950s: Permanent Revolution vs. Bour-

geois Nationalism,” WV Nos. 740 and

741, 25 August and 8 September). Until

1967, it was Egypt in Gaza and Jordan in

the West Bank which subjugated and

oppressed the Palestinians there. In

“Black September” 1970, Jordan’s King

Hussein, father of the current monarch,

ordered the massacre of 10,000 Pales-

tinian fighters. Twenty years later, after

the imperialist war against Iraq, the emir

of Kuwait expelled 200,000 Palestinian

workers whose labor in the oil fields

helped make his billions of dollars. Yet

for decades Arafat’s PLO relied on the

“good offices" of these bonapartist and

feudalist regimes, finally embracing U.S.

imperialism following the 1991 Gulf War

and the collapse of the Soviet Union,

which had backed the PLO.
Over three million "stateless” Palestin-

ians continue to languish in refugee

camps in Lebanon. Syria and Jordan

—

which is historically majority Palestinian

—subsisting on little more than United

Nations food parcels. While spouting

off against Zionism in order to divert the

anger of the poverty-stricken masses they

exploit, the Arab capitalist regimes arc

enemies of the Palestinian people and of

indigenous religious, ethnic and national

minorities in their own countries: Shi'ite

Muslims, Coptic Christians in Egypt.

Berbers in Algeria, the Kurdish nation in

Syria, Iraq, as well as Iran and Turkey. We
fight for the revolutionary overthrow of

all the murderous capitalist states in the

Near East and for a Socialist Republic of

United Kurdistan.

The British Socialist Workers Party

(SWP), which remains nominally allied

with the International Socialist Organiza-

tion (ISO) in the U.S., likewise borrows

from the petty-bourgeois nationalism of

the PLO. According to the British Social-

ist Worker ( 1 4 October):

"Socialists argue for a democratic secular

slate in Palestine where Jews and Arabs

have equal rights....

"A longer term alternative in the Middle

East is revolution across the region to

overthrow the corrupt regimes which live

in wealth while their populations live in

grinding poverty.”

In the mouths of Palestinian national-

ists like Arafat, who for years called for a

"democratic secular state," it meant deny-

ing the right to self-determination for

the Hebrew-speaking nation, which was

deemed to be simply a religious minority.

The Stalinophobic SWP apes the “two-

ists
—

“democracy” first and socialist

revolution later—which has always

meant that the “second stage” consists of

the massacre of Communists. In the case

of Israel/Palestine, any talk of a "demo-

cratic” capitalist stage is a cruel hoax

from the get-go.

The right to self-determination is a

democratic question. But in situations of

interpenetrated peoples—as in Israel/

Palestine. Cyprus and Northern Ireland

—

it cannot be equitably resolved under cap-

italism. The capitalist nation-state is

premised on the domination of one nation

and the suppression or expulsion of the

other. Where two peoples lay claim to the

same land, the national rights of both can

only be secured through the overthrow of

capitalism. And in the case of the Pales-

tinian people, this requires socialist revo-

lutions in at least Israel. Jordan and Leb-

anon (which has a sizable Palestinian

minority), as well as its patron Syria.

Smash Imperialism Through
Workers Revolution!

In an informed 26 October piece on the

Independent Media Center Web site out-

lining the background to the Barak plan

for “unilateral separation," left-liberal

academic Noam Chomsky cites a Brit-

ish article comparing U.S. -backed Zion-

ist Israel to apartheid South Africa and

comments:
"Such conclusions will come as no sur-

prise to those whose vision has not been
constrained by the doctrinal blinders im-

posed for many years. It remains a major
task to remove them in the most impor-

tant country. That is a prerequisite to any

constructive reaction to the mounting
chaos and destruction."

As usual, behind Chomsky’s seeming

"anti-imperialist" rhetoric is an appeal for

U.S. imperialism to adopt a more “con-

structive," humane and rational foreign

policy. During the Gulf War, Chomsky
called for the imperialist embargo of

Iraq—which has since killed well over a

million people—as a “peaceful” alterna-

tive to war (Z Magazine. February 1991).

U.S. support for Israel is not the result

of “doctrinal blinders" but of its own
imperialist interests in the strategic, oil-

rich Near East. While far from simply a

puppet of Washington, Zionist Israel

serves as a bastion for imperialist order

and stability in this volatile region, for

which it is lavishly rewarded to the tune

of some $5 billion in aid annually. We do

not look to the American imperialist

stale, the most rapacious and deadliest

nuclear power on the planet, to chastise

its Israeli junior partners or otherwise

intervene in the Near East. Like count-

less charlatans before him. Chomsky
seeks to obscure the fact that imperialism

is not a doctrine or policy which can be

reformed but a system—the highest stage

of capitalism. In this. Chomsky aims to

deflect radical youth from the struggle

against the capitalist system.

The International Communist League

seeks to forge internationalist proletarian

vanguard parties bringing together Arab,

Kurdish. Persian and Hebrew-speaking

workers to overthrow all the Zionist

butchers, sheiks, mullahs and military

strongmen and create a socialist federa-

tion of the Near East. In the U.S., the

Spartacist League Fights to build a multi-

racial revolutionary workers party, sec-

tion of a reforged Trotskyist Fourth Inter-

national. to sweep away bloody American

imperialism through proletarian revolu-

tion. That would be a huge step toward

ending the genocidal terror and national-

ist fratricide which is endemic to the cap-

italist system in its epoch of decay.*

stage revolution" dogma of the Stalin-

*1

AFP

1993 "peace" accord meant walled Palestinian ghettos policed by Yasir

Arafat's Palestinian Authority.

Spartacist Forums

The Fraud of “Human Rights” Imperialism

American Capitalism Is the

Biggest Exploiter on the Planet!
Speaker: Joseph Seymour

SL Central Committee member, author of “Lenin and the Vanguard Party,
’
“Enlightenment

Rationalism and the Origins of Marxism,
"
‘Anarchism vs. Marxism.

‘ and other titles.

Saturday, November 4, 4 p.m.

Immanuel Presbyterian Church, Geneva Room
3300 Wilshire Blvd. (2 blocks west of Vermont Red Line station)

LOS ANGELES For more information: (213) 380-8239

Defend the Palestinian People! All Israeli Troops,

Settlers Out of the Occupied Territories!

For the Right of Self-Determination of the Hebrew-Speaking and
Palestinian Peoples in a Socialist Federation of the Near East!

Down With the Bloody Anti-Palestinian “Pax Americana”—
U.S. Imperialist Hands Off the Near East!

Speaker: Reuben Samuels

Thursday, November 16, 7:30 p.m.

Columbia University

NEW YORK For more information and location: (212) 267-1025
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Xinhua

Mao (left) with Stalin and Khrushchev (right) during 1949 visit to USSR. As
nationalist Moscow and Beijing bureaucracies fell out in late 1950s, Mao
denounced Khrushchev as “revisionist,” later forged criminal anti-Soviet
alliance with U.S. imperialism.

China...
(continuedfrom page 5)

market as the only answer to the Soviet

Union’s serious economic problems"
(emphasis in original]—“Where Is Gorbachev's Russia

Going?" Spartacist (English-

language edition) No. 41-42,

Winter 1987-88

Gorbachev’s perestroika generated eco-

nomic chaos and greatly strengthened

(he internal forces of capitalist restora-

tion throughout the USSR. Within a few

years, those forces—actively supported

by Western, centrally American, imperi-

alism—would triumph under Gorba-

chev’s one-time lieutenant and successor,

Boris Yeltsin.

From Mao to Deng:
The Economic Dimension

The People’s Republic of China dem-

onstrates the superiority of a planned,

collectivized economy, even with bureau-

cratic parasitism and mismanagement,

over a backward capitalist country. But

it also demonstrates the impossibility of

an economically backward workers state

catching up with, much less overtaking,

an advanced capitalist country.

The Chinese Revolution occurred

about the same time that India achieved

its independence from British colonial-

ism. For the next several decades, this

South Asian country—the most populous

in the world after China—was governed

by Nehru’s bourgeois-nationalist Con-
gress Party. The economic conditions

which Nehru & Co. inherited from the

British Raj (colonial administration)

were, on balance, more favorable (or less

unfavorable) than those which confronted

Mao and his colleagues in 1 949. The Chi-

nese economy—the agricultural as well

as industrial sector—had been devastated

by decades of war and civil war.

Yet within 20 years, China had sur-

passed India in all significant measures

of economic and social progress. At the

end of the Mao era, in 1977 China was
producing 30 to 40 percent more food

per capita than India even with 15 per-

cent less arable land, and in China food

was distributed far more equitably. By
the early 1980s, per capita gross national

product in China was 20 percent higher

than in India. The infant mortality rate in

China was 70 percent that of India, while

life expectancy at birth was 67 years

compared to 55 years in India. Second-
ary school enrollment was 44 percent of

the school-age population in China com-
pared to only 30 percent in India.

However, if one compares China to the

United States or even the Soviet Union
the picture is entirely different. When in

1978 Deng became the country’s para-

mount leader, crop yield per agricul-

tural worker in China was 1,000 kilo-

grams compared to 10,000 kilograms in

the USSR and 95,000 kilograms in

the U.S. China was generating 257 billion

kilowatt-hours of electricity, the United
States 2.2 trillion kilowatt-hours. And
since the population of China at this time
was three times greater than that of the

U.S., the difference in per capita output

for the U.S. was three times greater than

the difference in total amount.
It was precisely the acute contradiction

between China’s relative economic back-

wardness and the “great power” national-

ism of its bureaucratic rulers which
impelled Deng & Co, down the road of

market-based “reforms.’’ The neo-Maoist

publicist Wei Wei is organically incapable

of understanding the social and economic
factors underlying Deng’s policies. In

defending the achievements of the Mao
era, he writes: “In Mao’s China, from
1952 to 1972, the growth rate [per

decade] was as high as 64.5 percent (34

percent per capita). The economic devel-

opment of China was not ’moving for-

ward at a snail’s pace,’ as many Western

reporters erroneously told their readers."

It is true that many Western ideologues as

well as the propagandists of the Deng
regime deliberately understated the sub-

stantial economic gains China made dur-

ing the Mao era. However, Wei is blind to

the contradictions and extreme uneven-

ness of China’s economic development
during this period.

By 1952, most branches of Chinese
industry had recovered, reaching or sur-

passing their pre-1949 peaks. The basis

was thus laid for the First Five Year Plan

(1953-57), which was closely modelled

on the early Soviet five-year plans. In

economic terms, this was far and away
the most successful period of the Mao
era. Industrial output grew at 18 percent

per year, more than doubling China’s

industrial capacity. But this very devel-

opment revealed a central economic
dilemma facing Chinese Stalinism.

Agricultural output failed to keep pace

with the rapid industrial growth. Thus a

continuing rapid growth of an urban

proletariat threatened to produce increas-

ing food shortages and a rising cost of

living.

While the First Five Year Plan was
highly successful on its own terms, the

results came nowhere close to satisfying

the aspirations of Mao and his colleagues

to transform China into a world power
on a par with the U.S. and USSR. In

the late 1950s, Mao launched the "Great

Leap Forward"—an adventurist eco-

nomic program attempting massive rural

industrialization symbolized by the con-
struction of “backyard steel furnaces." It

should be pointed out that the Great
Leap Forward was initially supported

by the “pragmatic" elements of the CCP
leadership, represented by Liu Shaoqi
and Deng Xiaoping, who later were
strongly critical of it. The consequent
economic collapse amid widespread

starvation in the countryside severely

damaged Mao’s hitherto unchallenged

authority among the upper and middle
levels of the bureaucracy. This situation

underlay the outbreak of violent fac-

tional warfare in the mid-late 1960s

known as the “Great Proletarian Cultural

Revolution," as Mao sought to regain

supreme control in Beijing.

Discussions of the last decade of the

Mao era usually focus on the political-

ideological sphere—the Cultural Revo-

lution, the rise and fall of the “Gang
of Four," including Mao’s widow Jiang

Qing, which briefly ruled after Mao’s
death. Economic developments during

this period get relatively short shrift. Yet

these economic developments are key to

understanding the recourse of Mao’s suc-

cessors to market-based "reforms.”

Mao’s last decade coincided with the

Third and Fourth Five Year Plans (cover-

ing 1966-70 and 1971-75). Industrial

growth, while down from the exceptional

rates of the First Five Year Plan, was still

substantial at 9.5 percent per annum.
Agricultural output, however, barely kept

pace with population growth. Per capita

grain output was 312 kilograms at the end
of the Fourth Five Year Plan, only mar-

ginally higher than it had been at the end
of the first plan 18 years earlier. Per cap-

ita output of raw cotton—the country’s

most important industrial crop—had not

increased at all over the course of almost

two decades.

Soviet economic development was
also characterized by a marked imbal-

ance between industrial and agricultural

growth. But the margin of subsistence

in the Chinese countryside was qualita-

tively narrower—by large orders of mag-
nitude—than it had been in Russia even
in the 1930s. As we pointed out earlier

in this article, when Deng came to power
the crop yield per agricultural worker
in the Soviet Union was ten times that

of China! The low level of agricultur-

al productivity in China was thus a fun-

damental barrier to rapid and extensive

industrialization.

The first major economic “reform”
undertaken by the Deng regime was
the decollectivization of agriculture. The
intent was to harness the acquisitive appe-
tites of peasant families to drive for-

ward the rural economy. Initially, the new

“household responsibility" system did

lead to an upturn in agricultural pro-

duction. Also contributing to this was

increased production of farm equipment

and chemical fertilizers.

In the longer run. the decollectiviza-

tion of agriculture generated a class of

wealthy farmers exploiting the labor of

their poorer neighbors. At the same time,

sections of the urban industrial economy

were opened to Western and Japanese

investors and the offshore Chinese bour-

geoisie in Hong Kong, Taiwan and else-

where. The social gains of the 1949 Chi-

nese Revolution are today threatened by

powerful forces striving toward capitalist

restoration.

The mass unemployment and starva-

tion racking the masses of Indonesia,

South Korea and other countries caught

up in the Asian economic depression give

a picture of what capitalist restoration

would mean for the Chinese workers and

poor peasants, who were protected from

the full brunt of the crisis by China’s col-

lectivized economy. Undermining that

economy, the Beijing bureaucracy contin-

ues to pursue market “reforms” and the

growth of a capitalist sector (e.g.. the

“Special Economic Zones”) on the fatu-

ous assumption that the world capitalist

market will expand limitlessly.

Stalinist bureaucratic rule is leading

China to a crisis which will determine

the fate of the proletarian and peasant

masses in that country and well beyond.

As we wrote a few years ago in "China
on the Brink: Workers Political Revolu-
tion or Capitalist Enslavement?” (Spar-

tacist (English-language edition] No. 53,

Summer 1997):

"The aims of China’s would-be exploit-

ers—centrally to secure the right to buy
and sell property and hand it down
to their offspring—can only be achieved
through smashing the existing state ap-
paratus by one means or another and
replacing it with a new one based on
the principle of private ownership of
the means of production. The one force
which can stop the drive toward capitalist

restoration is (he Chinese proletariat. ..

"The program of political revolution is

needed in China today if the workers
and impoverished peasant masses are to

emerge victorious in the class battles that

lie ahead.”

The way forward for the Chinese pro-
letariat lies in constructing a proletarian-

internationalist party whose goal is world
socialist revolution. This was the aim of

the Bolshevik Party and the Communist
International under Lenin and Trotsky; it

was the aim of the early CCP led by Chen
Duxiu and of the Chinese Trotskyists;

and it is the aim of the International Com-
munist League as we fight to reforge

Trotsky’s Fourth International as the world

party of socialist revolution. A Leninist-

Trotskyist party in China would link

the struggle against the corrupt Stalinist

bureaucracy with the class struggles of
the militant Indonesian and South Korean
workers against their capitalist rulers,

and with the workers and oppressed
minorities in the imperialist centers, such
as Japan, the U.S. and Germany. Only
through extending socialist revolution to

these countries will the threat of capital-

ist re-enslavement be eliminated once and
for all and the basis laid for the develop-

ment of China in a socialist Asia.B
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Free Muntia Abu-Jamal!
Abolish the Racist Death Penalty!
ST' T *®—***
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Black Liberation Through
Socialist Revolutinn!

Voucher Plan...
(continuedfrom page 12)

prominent Democrats from San Francisco

mayor Willie Brown to Governor Gray

Davis and President Clinton have come
down against school vouchers, support

for union-busting privatization schemes

runs through both parties. A1 Gore’s run-

ning mate. Senator Joseph Lieberman, is

a longtime advocate of vouchers, while

Republican governor John Engler of

Michigan, where a voucher proposal is

also on the ballot, opposes them. The
Democratic Party platform calls “for

schools to be more accountable for stu-

dent performance” (New York Times ,

14 August)—i.e., attacking union wages

and protections through proposals like

“merit” pay for teachers.

Liberal Democratic mayor Jerry

Brown’s “answer” to the pitiful condition

of Oakland schools is to militarize them!

For months, he has been seeking to open

a charter school co-managed by the Cali-

fornia National Guard at the former Oak-

land Army Base. Brown’s proposed mili-

tary academy, where students would wear

uniforms and participate in marching

drills, is being touted as an “alternative”

to Oakland middle and high schools with

poor academic records. While substantial

community opposition has so far pre-

vented this, the Pentagon has agreed to

bankroll the project to the tune of $2 mil-

lion, while Gray Davis has pledged $1.3

million.

The sellout of the 1996 Oakland teach-

ers strike underlined the need to forge a

new, class-struggle leadership of the

workers movement, one that will break

with the Democrats and Republicans and

build a workers party that champions the

interests of those who create the wealth

of this country. Such a party must lead

labor to take up the struggle of blacks,

women. Latinos and immigrants, fighting

for a workers government where quality

education will be a right for all and not

restricted by class privilege.

Education U.S.A.

—

Separate and Unequal

Public education is a historic gain of

the working class, won through hard

struggle. It is a sign of the utter decay of

capitalism that conditions are being rolled

back to the 19th century, when Marx and

Engels called for public education as a

vital democratic demand aimed at break-

ing the old aristocratic private school

system and the hold of the church. The

1848 Communist Manifesto called for

“free education for all children in public

schools.” This gain fueled the growth of

dynamic American capitalism a century

ago as wave after wave of immigrants

arrived and went to school (see “Educa-

tion U.S.A.—Separate and Unequal,” WV
No. 544, 7 February 1992).

That was then. Close to two decades

ago, a 1983 report on education (“A

Nation at Risk”) stated, “For the first time

in the history of our country, the educa-

tional skills [and economic attainment] of

one generation will not surpass, will not

equal, will not even approach, those of

their parents." And like everything in cap-

tion of blacks at the bottom of the econ-

omy, that is the bedrock of Ameri-

can capitalism. The 1954 Brown decision

mandated court-ordered desegregation

in the South where schools had been seg-

regated by law. But the de facto segre-

gation of Northern cities, where blacks

were legally “equal” yet systemati-

cally discriminated against in housing,

jobs and education, was a nut that the

liberal-led civil rights movement could

not crack.

In response to the 1954 Supreme

Court ruling, private whites-only "acade-

mies” began mushrooming throughout

the South. In the North, court-ordered

busing to integrate inner-city schools

provoked a violent racist backlash in the

early 1970s, while many whites moved
to the suburbs or transferred their kids to

parochial schools. The Spartacist League

called for labor-centered mobilizations to

defend busing and for its extension to

the better-funded suburban schools. The
defeat of even the most minimal steps

toward school integration underlines the

fact that black oppression cannot be

overcome within the framework of racist

American capitalism. Finish the Civil

War! For black liberation through social-

ist revolution!

Defend Separation of

Church and State!

The American bourgeoisie is not about

to simply do away with public edu-

cation or turn the country’s schools over

to a bunch of ignorant bible-thumpers.

The NASA project that crashed onto

the surface of Mars last year because

some engineer confused miles with

kilometers cost the government a quarter

of a billion dollars. The largest industrial

economy in the world—and a military

dependent on nuclear submarines and

missiles—cannot be run without skilled.

Teamsters...
(continuedfrom page 2)

International officials repeatedly post-

poned the strike. Union members voted

down the company's contract offer by
more than 9 to 1 three separate times

and briefly blocked officials from carry-

ing out last-minute talks with manage-
ment the day the strike began.

Teamsters officials have refused to

appeal to the unionized supemiarket work-

ers to honor the strike, claiming that since

they are technically not on strike against

Safeway, it is “illegal” under the Taft-

Hartley law to picket the stores. Such
anti-union laws exist for the sole purpose

of banning any tactic that is effective in

labor’s fight against the capitalists. If you
play by the bosses' rules, you lose! The
Teamsters tops are even telling Teamsters

drivers to continue making deliveries to

Safeway stores from other locations (San
Francisco Chronicle

. 20 October). And in

1995, Teamsters officials stabbed UFCW
strikers in the back by allowing union

truck drivers to continue hauling gro-

ceries to the supermarkets.

The Tracy warehouse workers are

heavily Latino, including many relatively

recent immigrants. The organizing of

educated workers and competent scien-

tists, engineers and technicians. There

remain plenty of good public schools in

the country—largely in white middle-

class suburbs, where spending per pupil

is twice or more what it is in the inner

cities.

Although the 1950s were rife with

religious superstition, after the Soviet

Union launched the Sputnik satellite and

followed this with the first manned space

flight, the frantic American bourgeoisie

pushed for a massive increase in public

science education in order to keep U.S.

technological capacity from falling

behind. Today, particularly in the after-

math of the counterrevolutionary destruc-

tion of the Soviet Union, the capitalists

are not disposed to provide anything but

the most rudimentary educational skills to

most of the population. Not only do they

not want to cut into profits in order to pay

to educate working-class and minority

youth for whom they can’t provide jobs,

it’s easier for them to rule over an ignor-

ant population in the grip of religious

backwardness. This was exemplified by

the decision of the Kansas Board of

Education last year to remove Charles

Darwin’s theory of evolution from the

state curriculum. But the religious bigots

who pushed that through were soon voted

out, and their anti-science dictate will

likely be overturned later this fall.

The fact that historic achievements like

the universal right to secular public edu-

cation are today being pushed aside is a

sign of the advanced stage of decay which

capitalism has reached. The fight for free,

quality, integrated education for all from

kindergarten to college and for the strict

separation of church and state can only be

won through a workers revolution that

sweeps away racist American capitalism

and establishes an egalitarian socialist

society.*

immigrant workers and the fight for full

citizenship rights for all immigrants are

key tasks for organized labor. But this

requires a struggle against the union mis-

leaders like Teamsters president James
Hoffa Jr., who pushes vile racist cam-
paigns against Mexican truckers.

The chauvinist protectionism of both

Hoffa and “progressive" AFL-CIO chief

John Sweeney expresses the labor tops’

program of class collaboration, which
preaches reliance on the government.
Democratic Party politicians and other

agencies of the capitalist exploiters.

These policies have also weakened the

unions in the face of a concerted effort by

the bosses to drive them out of the ware-

houses throughout California. What is

needed is a new, class-struggle leadership

of labor which can lead the working class

in struggle not only to improve its current

conditions but to get rid of this entire cap-

italist system based on the exploitation of
labor. The necessary instrument that must
be forged is a revolutionary workers party

which champions the cause of black peo-

ple, immigrants and all the oppressed in

the fight for a workers government to

expropriate the capitalist rulers and build

a planned, socialist economy based on
production for the needs of society, not

profit for a few.*

NY teachers union stumps for Hillary

Clinton's Senate campaign, even as
Democrats seek to undermine union
power.

vided for universal public education.

Those Southern states that refused to

comply or that mandated racially segre-

gated schools had their state constitutions

invalidated by Congress and sent back for

revision. The defeat of Radical Recon-

struction, signaled by the Compromise of

1877, ushered in Jim Crow “separate but

equal" segregation, which was enshrined

by the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1896 Plessy

ruling.

The fight for school integration was a

key battleground of the civil rights

movement in the 1950s and ’60s, which

attempted to remove the formal legal

inequalities imposed on black people

in America. But the liberal strategy of

pressuring the government for legal

reforms could not answer the systemic

racial oppression, the forcible segrega-

Southern
schoolroom for

freed slaves
during Radical

Reconstruction,
it took the Civil

War to establish

public education
for black people

in America.

italist America, the attack on education

has a racist edge.

Before the Civil War, black slaves who
dared to learn to read met the lash of their

masters’ whips. It took the smashing of

the Southern slavocracy to establish pub-

lic education for black people in this

country. The Reconstruction Acts of 1 867

that provided for military occupation of

the former Confederate states also pro-
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Down With California Prop. 38!

Defeat School Voucher Plan!

Defend Public Education!
Quality, Integrated Education for All!

Riesterer/Oakland Tribune

Already underfunded inner-city California public schools are threatened by school
voucher plan which would subsidize religious and other private schools.

OAKLAND—California’s Proposi-

tion 38. the “school voucher" ballot

initiative, is an attack on the state’s

already crippled public education

system. The so-called “National

Average School Funding Guarantee

and Parental Right to Choose Qual-

ity Education Amendment" would

drain already scarce resources from

California’s public school system in

order to provide a $4,000 voucher

for annual tuition to every private

and parochial school student from

kindergarten through high school.

Prop 38 is cynically packaged by

its promoters as a program to benefit

the ghetto and barrio poor, whose
children are forced to attend dilapi-

dated schools which are little more
than holding pens. But decent private

schools charge far more than $4,000

a year, placing them far out of the

reach of working people. Prop 38

represents an assault on working
people and minorities that takes

aim at the very right to public educa-

tion for all. A similar initiative in

1993 largely backed by the religious

right, Prop 174, was resoundingly

defeated. This one should be. too—Vote

No on Prop 38!

Prop 38 was initiated by Tim Draper,

a Silicon Valley millionaire who dubs

public education “socialistic" (New York

Times, 17 April). It would abolish the

existing requirement that education re-

ceive 40 percent of the state’s general

fund. According to one study, the state

stands to lose as much as $2.6 billion in

federal aid, which is based on the number
of students enrolled in the public schools.

Current state funding sources for adult

education, community colleges and day
care would be abolished, putting these

already inadequate programs at risk.

Private education has long been a bas-

tion of racist “white flight" from inte-

grated schools as well as the ref uge of the

Catholic church, bible-thumping, anti-

science “creationists" and advocates of

school prayer. Private schools are legally

allowed to discriminate against students

based on religion, race and sex, cannot be

held to state and local educational stan-

dards and may hire unqualified teachers.

Such "schools” could be in somebody’s
basement—or in somebody’s church.

Indeed, some 85 percent of all existing

private schools in the state are religious

schools, and a spokesman for Draper’s

"Prop 38 Yes" organization has been

soliciting promises from inner-city pas-

tors that “if vouchers pass, their churches

will become schools during the week.”

Nothing could more indict the

wretched state of inner-city public edu-

cation than the support for school vouch-

ers among layers of the black and Latino

population, who embrace private schools

as the only way for their children to have

a chance given the virtual prisons that

pass for schools in the ghettos and bar-

rios and the absence of decent union jobs

and training programs. It was this same
sense of desperation that fueled support

two years ago for Prop 227—the chau-

vinist “English only” initiative abolish-

ing bilingual education—among many
Spanish-speaking people who feared that

the vastly underfunded bilingual pro-

grams would not provide their children

with the English proficiency needed to

get anywhere in this bigoted country.

Last May. the American Civil Liberties

Union filed a class-action suit against

the state Department of Education on
behalf of parents whose children attend

overcrowded schools with filthy, broken

bathrooms, no textbooks, leaky roofs and
a critical shortage of accredited teachers.

The precipitous fall in school funding

dates back to the passage of Proposition

13 in 1978, which spearheaded the “tax-

payers revolt" by slashing property taxes.

As a result, public education in Califor-

nia has not only deteriorated but is even

more class- and race-biased than before.

In this capitalist country where public

schools are primarily funded by local

property taxes, even the term "public

education” is an oxymoron. There are

two "publics”—those who’ve got prop-

erty and those who haven’t. And families

from housing projects cannot provide a

tax base for education comparable to

that of families from the gated suburban
communities.

California, which once touted itself as

the "education stater is now near the bot-

tom of the 50 states in spending per pupil

(and near the top in prison spending);

heavily minority districts in the miserably

poor inner cities, stripped of assets, can
scarcely educate anybody. Dedicated

teachers in these poor schools have

to pay for supplies out of their own
pockets to provide the children with

even minimal education. The ruling

class’ message to the youth, particu-

larly the increasingly minority and

non-English-speaking youth of Cali-

fornia, is: "You don’t need a future

—

just work and shut up.”

Bipartisan Union-Busting
Against Teachers

Limited voucher programs for

low-income children already exist

in Milwaukee, Cleveland and Flor-

ida. Notable proponents of priva-

tized education nationally include

the Edison Schools—a union-busting

corporation which takes over public

schools and runs them for profit

—

and the Milwaukee-based Bradley

Foundation, which pushed school

vouchers in that city and also con-

tributed financially to The Bel

I

Curve , the 1994 tome by Richard

Hermstein and Charles Murray that

sought to give a pseudo-scientific

justification for the bourgeoisie’s

racist attacks on black rights (see

“The Bell Curve’ and Genocide U.S.A.,”

WV No. 61 1, 25 November 1994).

Like publicly funded “charter schools,”

which have proliferated in California and
elsewhere, vouchers and other school pri-

vatization measures are aimed in large

part at undermining or smashing teachers

unions. Writing in the Wall Street Journal

(28 September), right-wing economist
Milton Friedman, who fathered the idea

of school vouchers in the 1950s, railed

that teachers unions “control the govern-

ment school monopoly."

In response to mounting attacks by the

racist ruling class, the last decade has

seen teachers strikes throughout the

state. When the Oakland Education
Association (OEA) struck in 1996 after

five years without a pay raise, the Demo-
cratic mayor and state officials threat-

ened to impose strikebreaking injunc-

tions. School board officials and the

Oakland NAACP tried to mobilize black

parents against the integrated union. But
this strikebreaking failed, as the strike

won widespread sympathy from poor,

minority and working-class parents who
supported the union’s demand for

smaller class sizes. However, the OEA
leadership refused to mobilize mass
pickets to stop scabs while the Alameda
County Central Labor Council refused to

sanction the teachers’ picket lines and its

affiliated unions encouraged their mem-
bers to cross them. The strike was ulti-

mately sold out by the pro-capitalist

union tops, who sought to put a "friend-

lier" tace on the overseers of education
cutbacks by backing a slate of Demo-
crats in the school board elections.

The right-wing social democrats who
head the American Federation of Teach-
ers have long been a solid bastion of
support for the Democratic Party. While

continued on page II

1996 Oakland teachers strike won wide support from black and Latino
parents for demanding smaller class sizes.
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Democrats, Republicans—Enemies of Workers, Minorities

For a Workers Party to Fight for Socialist Revolution!

Economist

NOVEMBER 13—For many millions of

working people in this country, just earn-

ing enough to get by every day is a scram-

ble. Now we are witness to the spectacle

of a scramble between the heir of a Texas

oil dynasty and the scion of Tennessee’s

political aristocracy over who gets to

occupy a 130-room mansion at 1600

Pennsylvania Avenue. As the immediate

future of the imperial presidency—the

American equivalent of the monarchy

—

teetered on whether the holes in a few

thousand voting cards had been properly

punched, Palm Beach. Florida became
the epicenter of American politics.

The morning after the polls closed,

both Democrat Al Gore and Republican

George W Bush dispatched an army of

lawyers to Florida. Speaking at a White
House press conference, Clinton said

The American people have now spoken,

but it's going to take a little while to

determine exactly what they said.” Five

days and three recounts later, there is still

no president-elect and the number of

undecided states seems to be increasing

daily. After lecturing Gore not to drag the

elections into the courts. Bush himself

moved for a federal court injunction to

slop a manual recount in Palm Beach In

turn, the Gore team berated Bush for

trampling on the racist banner of “states'

rights” the Republicans hold high.

As Gore supporters organized a series

of "pro-democracy” protests around the

country, Democratic stalwart Jesse Jack-

son barnstormed through Florida to build

support in the streets for Gore’s battle for

the White House. Thousands of Jewish

retirees, some bearing the numbers tat-

tooed on their wrists in Hitler's concen-

tration camps, were incensed that their

votes for Gore ended up being tallied for

hereditary clerical-fascist Pat Buchanan.

And there was justifiable rage among
black voters, many of whom were

stopped by police roadblocks, prevented

from entering polling stations or denied a

ballot because they had served time years

earlier, even if they had a voter registra-

Millennium Elections:

Deadheads Deadlock

tion card Fully 13 percent of black men
are today disenfranchised because of

felony convictions.

Playing on the felt sense of racist dis-

enfranchisement, Jackson intoned: “The
right to vote came out of Selma in blood.”

But the hard-fought, bloody struggles

waged by black people to win the most
elementary democratic rights are chan-

neled by the likes of Jackson into support

for the party of the old Southern slavoc-

racy. of Dixiecrat segregation, of the

speedup on death row, of the destruction

of "welfare as we know it.”

Echoing Jackson is the reformist Inter-

national Socialist Organization (ISO),

whose already threadbare pretensions to

socialism are completely exposed by their

awe of the bourgeois state and its "demo-
cratic" trappings. Having campaigned for

capitalist Green candidate and Democra-
tic shill Ralph Nader, who is persona non
grata among liberals for apparently hav-

ing thrown the election to Bush, the ISO
is now aggressively agitating to get Gore
in. An ISO leaflet distributed at a pro-

Democratic Party rally in San Francisco

on November 1 1 demands: "Respect the

popular vote!” and pleads. “We want
democracy.”

This is capitalist democracy, which is

nothing but a screen for the iron dicta-

torship of capital Bolshevik leader V I.

Lenin polemicized against a far more
erudite opportunist, German Social

Democrat Karl Kautsky, only a year after

the Bolsheviks led the First victorious

workers revolution in history in his 1918

The Proletarian Revolution and the

Renegade Kautsky. Lenin explained:

"Bourgeois democracy, although a great

historical advance in comparison with

medievalism, always remains, and under
capitalism is bound to remain, restricted,

truncated, false and hypocritical, a par-

adise for the rich and a snare and decep-
tion for the exploited, for the poor.

“Even in the most democratic bourgeois
slate the oppressed people at every step

encounter the crying contradiction be-
tween the formal equality proclaimed by
the ‘democracy' of the capitalists and the

thousands of real limitations and sub-
terfuges which turn the proletarians into

wage-slaves. It is precisely this contra-
diction that is opening the eyes of the

people to the rottenness, mendacity and
hypocrisy of capitalism. It is this contra-
diction that the agitators and propagan-

AFP

dists of socialism are constantly expos-

ing to the people, in order to prepare
them for revolution!"

The Spartacist League stands for the

forging of a working-class party like the

Bolshevik Party to overturn, by socialist

revolution, the rotting capitalist order.

Accordingly, we stand in implacable

opposition to the dual parties of capital-

ism, as well as to the petty-bourgeois

would-be reformer of the "excesses" of

Wall Street, Ralph Nader Break with the

Democrats—For a workers party to fight

for socialist revolution!

Corpse Wins in Missouri

Maureen Dowd captured some of the

flavor of Election 2000 in her column

in the New York Times (9 November).

Bush couldn't “even properly steal the

election in a state run by his brother,” she

remarked, while "the Gore campaign, run

by a Chicago Daley, has now declared

war over banana republic voting oddities.

And the WASP Corleones have gone to

the mattresses. The surest sign that the

Family means business is that Poppy has

recalled his old consigliere, James Baker,

to duel against Warren Christopher in a

legal battle of the $1,500 suits.” Dowd
observed:

"The most banal race in history has pro-

duced the most electrifying election in

history, with the presidency dancing on
(he head of a pin for mere handfuls of
votes, precisely because the matched set

of dauphins were so inadequate and
indistinct that they were preordained to

collide on the runway."

Aptly enough in a society saturated

with religious humbug, both major candi-

dates in this millennial election pro-

claimed themselves "born again." But

they couldn't top former Missouri gov-

ernor Mel Carnahan, who won a Senate

seat two weeks after he died in a plane

crash. With Gore looking to be out of
a job. we're surprised no tabloid ran the

headline. “Stiff Wins in Missouri. Loses

White House." Liar and crook "Tricky

Dick" Nixon was resurrected as the

patron saint of constitutional honor and
a profile in courage for forsaking the

White House in I960 after the Daley

machine in Chicago stole the ballot for

John F. Kennedy with the votes of several

thousand dead people. (None of the pun-

dits report what old man Joe Kennedy.

continued on page 12
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Build PDC Holiday Appeal

for Class-War Prisoners!

“Every war has its hazards: the class

war more than any other, for the organ-

ized workers wage it for the largest

slakes in all the world's history—for the

Earth and all its fruits, for the complete

expropriation of the present-day ruling

class.... The ruling class today is the

capitalist class. They maintain them-

selves in power by force and violence.

They make the laws according to their

own class interests. The revolutionary

movement is a menace to their system.

Therefore it is an outlaw movement.

Everyone who takes an active part in the

struggle for the liberation of the working

class takes a chance of going to prison."

—James P. Cannon, “The Political

Prisoners” (May 1921), reprinted in

James P. Cannon and the Early Years

ofAmerican Communism

,

(Prometheus Research Library, 1992)

It is in the spirit of class solidarity

evoked by James P. Cannon that the

Partisan Defense Committee is holding

its 15th annual Holiday Appeal for Class-

War Prisoners. In 1986, the PDC revived

a tradition of the International Labor

Defense (ILD) and its founder and early

leader James P. Cannon of sending

Political Revolution

Needs Trotskyist Leadership

The fight to defend China and the other

deformed workers states against imperial-

ism and to oust the Stalinist bureaucracies

whose policies pave the way for counterrev-

olution requires the leadership of Trotskyist

parties. The June 1953 East German work-

ers uprising against the Stalinist Socialist

Unity Party (SED) regime marked the first

incipient political revolution. Michel Pablo’s LENIN
International Secretariat (I.S.), whose revi-

sionist course led to the destruction of the Trotskyist Fourth International in 1951-53,

denied the needfor a conscious revolutionary vanguard, looking instead to sections of
the bureaucracy to defend the interests of the workers. The then - revolutionary Socialist

Workers Party refuted this liquidationist perspective and upheld the Trotskyist pro-

gram, breaking with Pablo. We stand on that struggle in ourfight to reforge the Fourth

International, world parry of socialist revolution.

The proposition that no significant segment of the bureaucracy will align itself with

the masses against its own material interests does not mean that the bureaucracy would
not manifest deep cleavages under the impact of an uprising. Such disorganization, dis-

integration and demoralization was observable in East Germany. But the function of a

revolutionary policy is to organize, mobilize and help lead the masses in their struggles,

not to look for and even less to bank upon any breaks in the bureaucracy....

Much is made of the split in the bureaucracy, although no definite conclusions are

drawn from this development. It is clear that the SED bureaucracy became panic-

stricken and differences set in on how best to handle the situation and that the move-
ment found sympathy and support among certain elements in its lower ranks. This hap-

pens in every revolutionary uprising and it would be wrong to deny or ignore such

developments.

But the question is: what place and significance do they have in the process of the

revolution? They are not and cannot be the decisive factor or the central line of the

struggle. The IS preoccupation with these subordinate aspects of the struggle tends to

shift the axis of revolutionary strategy from the mobilization of the workers as an inde-

pendent class force relying on their own strength and organs toward reliance for lead-

ership from elements within the bureaucracy. The excessive attention given to the dif-

ferentiations and splits within the bureaucracy, the embellishment of their concessions,

the failure to stress their repressive and counter-revolutionary role, can be explained
only by illusions that, under pressure from below, a section of the Stalinist leadership

will head the movement for the liquidation of Stalinism, at least in its earlier stages.

There is a sharp break with the traditional Trotskyist concept of the decisive role of
the independent mass movement under its own revolutionary leadership.

— Socialist Workers Party, “Against Pabloist Revisionism" (November 1953);

reprinted in “International Committee Documents 1951-1954,”

Education for Socialists (March 1974)
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monthly stipends to class-war prisoners

as an expression of solidarity.

The Holiday Appeal campaign helps to

sustain the PDC’s monthly stipend pro-

gram for 16 class-war prisoners and pro-

vides extra funds for holiday gifts for

them and their families. This is not an act

of charity, hut rather the duty of fighters

against injustice to those inside prison

walls as we struggle for their freedom.

Mumia Ahu-.lamal, December marks

19 years of Mumia Abu-Jamal’s impris-

onment. Former Black Panther, award-

winning journalist, “Voice of the Voice-

less” MOVE supporter—Jamal was

framed up on false charges of killing a

Philadelphia cop and sentenced to die for

his political beliefs and defiance of the

racist capitalist order.

This August federal judge William

Yohn rejected four "friends of the court"

briefs in support of Jamal’s habeas corpus

petition to have his conviction overturned

which were filed by the NAACP, the

National Conference of Black Lawyers,

theACLU and British Members of Parlia-

ment, among others. Yohn dismissed

these briefs—which pointed to racist

jury-rigging and other blatant frame-up

procedures in Jamal's 1982 trial—as

“unnecessary and unhelpful."Jamal's sup-

porters have been met with an escalating

campaign of harassment and repression.

The crusade to kill Jamal is designed to

sanctify the state’s machinery of death.

Jamal continues to fight from behind

bars with biting commentaries which are

published in newspapers across the coun-

try. Mumia’s books such as Live from
Death Row, and All Things Censored

are searing indictments of this racist

injustice system. Jamal’s case has won
support from death penalty abolitionists,

labor and anti-racist fighters interna-

tionally. When Pennsylvania governor

Thomas Ridge ordered Mumia’s death in

1995, international mass protests stayed

the executioner’s hand. The PDC calls

on working people, minorities, youth and

all opponents of racist capitalist repres-

sion in the U.S. and around the world

to raise the cry: Freedom Now for

Mumia Abu-Jamal! Abolish the Racist

Death Penalty!

Jerry Dale Lowe, United Mine Work-
ers (UMWA) member framed up on fed-

eral charges in the July 1993 shooting

death of a scab contractor in Logan
County, West Virginia. The scab was part

of a convoy leaving the mine, shot in

the back of the head from the direction

of the bosses’ thugs. Lowe was sin-

gled out by authorities because he was a

militant defender of the picket line. For

the “crime” of defending his union, Lowe
was sentenced to nearly eleven years in

jail in Ashland, Kentucky with no pos-

sibility of parole.

Ed Poindexter and Wopashitwe
Mondo Eyen we Langa, former Black

Panther supporters and leaders of

the Omaha Nebraska Committee to Com-
bat Fascism. Victims of racist FBI
COINTELPRO operation, framed up for

an explosion in 1970 which killed a cop.

Both were convicted on the basis of per-

jured testimony, sentenced to life and

have now spent more than 30 years

apiece in jail. Nebraska Board of Par-

dons refuses to lessen sentences so that

they can be considered for parole. Poin-

dexter is at Lino Lake, MN and Mondo
is at Lincoln, NE.
Jaan Laaman and Ray Luc Levas-

seur were arrested in 1984 and ’85 and

Jennifer Beach

Mumia Abu-Jamal

arc radical activists with a shared history

of opposition to racism and imperialism.

Sentenced to 45 years to life under RICO
conspiracy laws on allegations of bank

expropriations and bombings targeting

symbols of U.S. imperialism in the late

’70s and '80s. Jaan Laaman has been

transferred to a vindictive lock-down in

South Walpole, MA. Ray Luc Lcvasseur

is in Atlanta, GA.
Hugo Pinell, the last of the San Quen-

tin 6 still in prison. Militant anti-racist,

leader of prison rights organizing along

with George Jackson, who was murdered

by prison guards in 1971. In prison for

over 30 years. Currently serving a life

sentence at the notorious Pelican Bay
prison in California.

Eight MOVE members are in their

23rd year in prison. They were sentenced

to 30-100 years after the 1978 police

attack on their Philadelphia home, falsely

convicted of killing a police officer.

Chuck Africa and Michael Davis Africa

are imprisoned at Gratcrford; Debbie
Sims Africa, Janet Holloway Africa,

Janine Phillips Africa at Cambridge
Springs; Edward Goodman Africa at

Frackville; Delbert Orr Africa and Wil-

liam Phillips Africa at Dallas. Recently,

the MOVE political prisoners’ PCRA
petition to overturn their frame-ups was

denied.

Jamal Hart, Mumia’s son, was sen-

tenced in 1998 to 15'/2 years on bogus
firearm possession charges, targeted

for his prominent activism in the cam-
paign to free his father. Although Han
was initially charged under Pennsylva-

nia laws, which would have meant a pro-

bationary sentence, Clinton’s Justice

Department intervened to have Hart

thrown in prison. He is not eligible for

parole. Hart is at Fairton, NJ.

WV Photo

Jerry Dale Lowe

Contribute Now! All proceeds from
the Holiday Appeal will go to the Class-
War Prisoners Stipend Fund. Send your
contributions to: PDC, P.O. Box 99,

Canal St. Station, New York, NY 10013;
(212)406-4252.

The PDC is a class-struggle, non-
sectarian legal and social defense organi-

zation that champions cases and causes
in the interests of the whole of the work-
ing people. This purpose is in accor-

dance with the political views of the

Spartacist League.*

Benefit for Class-War Prisoners
Organize for Jamal’s Freedom

New York

Saturday, December 2
6 to 10 p.m.

AFSCME District Council 1707

75 Varick St. (at Canal)

For more information:

(212) 406-4252

PO. Box 99, Canal St Sta.

New York. NY 10013

Chicago
Sunday, December 3

3 to 8 p.m.

United Electrical Hall

37 S Ashland (at Monroe)

For more information

(312) 454-4931

PO Box 802867
Chicago, IL 60680

Bay Area

Sunday, December 3

1 to 4 p.m.

Centro del Pueblo
474 Valencia. San Francisco

For more information:

(510) 839-0852

PO Box 77462
San Francisco, CA 94107

SPONSOR: PARTISAN DEFENSE COMMITTEE
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Letter

Fuel Protests, Workers’ Interests and Ecology
2 October 2000

To the editors:

I recently came across your front-page
article on the recent oil crisis (“Fuel
Protests Rock Europe,” Workers Van-
guard

|
No. 742|, 22 Sept. 2000) and was

amazed at its shallow, thoughtless treat-

ment of an all too serious problem. Con-
trary to your article, there was little about
the recent round of fuel protests that

can be considered progressive. They were
indeed "petty-bourgeois," as you point

out, which is to say ignorant, parochial,

and socially reactionary, little more than

road rage on a new and unprecedented
scale. Rather than “clearly in the interests

of the working class,” their goal of low-

ered fuel taxes would undermine condi-

tions for the working class, not to men-
tion the poor and the great portion of the

middle class.

Even at British levels, the price of
motor fuel covers only a portion of the

social and environmental costs of driv-

ing, everything from air pollution and
global warming to infrastructure wear
and tear, highway accidents, and the cost

of traffic delays. Cutting taxes would
merely widen the gap between the real

and the nominal price of gasoline. Since

such “externalities" are displaced virtu-

ally in their entirety onto the back of the

toiling masses, the results would be clas-

sically self-defeating. Workers would
pay less at the pump, but would wind up
paying a good deal more in other, less

immediate ways. The poorest and hence
the most vulnerable would wind up pay-
ing the most of all.

Traffic on British roadways, for exam-
ple, is already at crisis levels. Yet cutting

fuel prices would stimulate demand,
resulting in yet more cars and congestion.

So what would you have Tony Blair do to

accommodate the overflow—build more
highway overpasses through already dev-

astated inner cities? How would that ben-
efit workers forced to live in such neigh-

borhoods? “In an industrial society,” you
state, “cars are not a luxury but are essen-

tial for vast numbers of workers to get to

work.” Is your memory so short that you
forget the millions of urban jobholders

who made their way to work each morn-
ing in the old Soviet Union without pri-

vate cars, but via state-of-the-art mass
transit? As industry progresses in China
and India, will cars become essential

for workers in those countries also? If so,

what will the world do with one or

two billion more cars as motorization

approaches U.S. levels? What will hap-

pen to pollution in already smog-filled

Asian cities? What will the consequences

be in terms of global warming?
Any socialist government attempting

to clean up the mess that capitalism has

left behind will find that it has no alter-

native but to raise fuel taxes and other

highway fees as it moves to tackle the

problem of pollution, global warming,

chronic congestion, and suburban sprawl.

There is simply no way to address such

costs without “internalizing” them in the

price of driving. Workers are right to be

angry—not to mention alarmed, fright-

ened, disgusted, etc.—at plunging social

conditions. But the way to rectify such

conditions is not to encourage more traf-

fic by slashing fuel prices, but to channel

revenue into more efficient forms of

transport, everything from trolleys, sub-

ways, and bicycles to high-speed rail and

the new mag-lev systems under develop-

ment in Germany and Japan. It is not

easy to tell working-class drivers that

they will have to pay more at the pump.
But real leaders don’t shrink from the

truth, no matter how difficult.

Britain, the country that invented the

steam locomotive, meanwhile has some
of the worst mass transit in Europe. The

U.S., which once had the biggest, fastest,

and most technologically advanced rail

system in the world, is now forty years

behind Europe and Japan and is losing

ground with each passing day. Hardly a

month goes by without a major Amtrak
accident, while it currently takes more
than an hour longer to travel by rail from

Boston to New York than it took in the

1950s. Instead of shoring up the Fordist

system responsible for such abysmal
conditions, the time is long past due to

abandon the Model T and its various off-

spring and move on to something a bit

more sophisticated. Pleasant, walkable

communities are not just for rich sub-

urbanites to enjoy in places like New
Canaan, Connecticut. Workers deserve

them too, as I’m sure you'll agree.

Sincerely,

Daniel L.

WV Replies:

Daniel L.’s letter is a good example of
how radical environmentalism leads to

support for anti-working-class austerity

and serves the interests of the capitalist

class and its state. The main beneficiary

of the policy he advocates, high gasoline

prices, is one of the most rapacious capi-

talist combines in modern history, the

world oil cartel of the Rockefellers and

Saudi monarchy.

Even more fundamentally, the real

question posed by the fuel protests had
nothing at all to do with tax policies

and transport economics. The idea that

Blair refused to reduce gasoline taxes out

of concern for traffic congestion, air pol-

lution and global warming is fatuous

nonsense. His real concern was uphold-
ing the authority of the capitalist state

when challenged by effective (and ille-

gal) mass action against its policies. That
this was indeed the main issue was
clearly stated by Blair: “No government
committed to the democratic process

can rewrite its budget in response to

pressure on the street" ( Wall Street Jour-

nal , 14 September).

It is unusual for small businessmen
like truckers and farmers to engage in

actions aiming to disrupt the economy in

order to force a change in government
policy. However, the stoppage of produc-
tion and distribution, through strikes and
other labor actions, is the basic means by
which the working class defends itself

against capital. Blair and the British rul-

ing class in general feared that giving in

to the fuel-tax protests would encourage
a new wave of labor militancy, perhaps
even a return—horror of horrors—to pre-

Thatcher levels. This concern was spelled

out in an editorial in the Economist (15
September), the house organ of the City
of London financiers:

"This week's scenes brought back mem-
ories of the 1970s, when groups of angry
militants seemed capable of bringing the
British economy to its knees, and of
breaking governments into the bargain.

Arguably, the biggest single gain of the

Thatcher years was to transform this state

of affairs.... Confident in their ability to

rule, British governments were able to

lake a long-term view of the economy,
rather than being at the mercy of the mob.
If this legacy is not to be squandered, Mr
Blair must show that ‘direct action' can-
not sway his government.”

As partisans of the working class, our

support to the fuel protests was not pri-

marily motivated by questions of tax pol-

icy and transport economics. The stakes

were far weightier than that. But Daniel

L. is also dead wrong about transport

economics. He writes that “cutting fuel

prices would stimulate demand, result-

ing in yet more cars and congestion.”

No, it doesn’t work like that at all.

Demand for gasoline is, in the ter-

minology of bourgeois economists, “ex-

tremely inelastic”—i.e., it is little af-

fected by price changes. The rich for

whom cars are simply a luxury couldn’t

care less about the price of gas

—

unless

they happen to own shares in Shell or

Exxon. But in the advanced capitalist

countries of West Europe and North
America, the automobile is central to the

economic and social life of large sections

of the working class as well as the petty

bourgeoisie. Most people who drive to

work would either spend hours longer

getting to their jobs, or could not get

there at all, by public transit. They use

their cars for shopping and other neces-

sary activities. Many parents need their

cars to pick up their children after work
from day-care centers or schools. Such
people will pay more for gas, at the

expense of other necessities. The fuel

protests were overwhelmingly popular

among working people in Britain and

elsewhere in Europe even though they

were greatly inconvenienced.

It is true that the car is an extremely

inefficient means of transportation, espe-

cially in urban areas. It is also true that

the burning of hydrocarbons like gasoline

is bad for the atmosphere. But it does not

follow, as Daniel L. contends, that a

future workers government, operating a

planned socialist economy, would solve

these problems by ever-higher taxes on
gasoline and presumably on cars as well.

A socialist economy would provide

cheap or free, efficient mass transit in

urban and suburban areas. It would also

provide cheap and frequent rail and air

travel between cities. This would greatly

decrease the volume of car traffic. There
would therefore be no need to economi-
cally penalize those people who chose to

own and operate cars by imposing special

taxes on them. Furthermore, Daniel L.

assumes that the basic auto technology is

unchangeable. It is technically feasible

even now to produce non-polluting cars.

But the big auto manufacturers and other

capitalists don’t see that as profitable.

The aim of socialism is not to impose
on the population a greater degree of

economic austerity and a more restricted

way of life in order to prevent the further

deterioration of the environment. Rather

it is to develop and utilize new technolo-

gies to make life better and easier, more
interesting and diverse without harming
the environment.
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IG: Still Looking for a Few
Good Stalinist Bureaucrats

South Korea, Japan, the U.S. and the rest

of the capitalist world.

This revolutionary perspective is de-

rived from Bolshevik leader Leon Trot-

sky’s struggle against the bureaucratic

caste which usurped power in the Soviet

Union through a political counterrevolu-

tion in 1924. The October Revolution was

carried out by a class-conscious proletar-

of the military victory of Mao Zedong’s

peasant-based CCF over the weak,

corrupt bourgeois-nationalist Guomin-

dang of Chiang Kai-shek. The Chi-

nese bourgeoisie was not destroyed as a

class but fled to Taiwan and elsewhere.

Mao’s CCP had no perspective of work-

ers revolution—and indeed the atomized

Chinese proletariat played no direct role

AP

in the revolution. The result was a

bureaucratically deformed workers state,

modeled on the Soviet Union after its

Stalinist degeneration.

The Stalinist bureaucracy preached the

idiocy that socialism—a classless, egali-

tarian society based on material abun-

dance—could be built in a single country.

In practice, “socialism in one country”

meant opposition to the perspective of

workers revolution internationally and

accommodation to world imperialism,

which sought nothing less than the

destruction of the USSR. This nationalist

outlook reflected the narrow interests of

the bureaucracy, a brittle, contradictory

caste resting parasilically upon the collec-

tivized economy, which it was at times

compelled to defend in order to preserve

its own privileged position.

The growth of the planned economy
laid the basis for the development of the

USSR from an economically backward

country into the world’s second-largest

industrial and military power. At the

same time, the enhanced privileges this

afforded to the petty-bourgeois bureauc-

racy encouraged sections of this layer

to increasingly identify with the capital-

ist world. In The Revolution Betrayed

(1936), Trotsky unambiguously stated:

“Will the bureaucrat devour the workers’

state, or will the working class clean

up the bureaucrat? Thus stands the ques-

tion upon whose decision hangs the

fate of the Soviet Union."

Trotsky’s question was answered in the

negative as capitalist counterrevolution

Xinhua

Chinese war heroes hailed by North Koreans celebrating 1953 cease-fire.

Less than a year after 1949 Revolution, Chinese troop entry into Korean War
was critical in stopping U.S. imperialist onslaught against North.

The fight against capitalist counter-

revolution in China is of paramount

importance for anyone opposed to the

depredations of world capitalism. The

International Communist League fights

for unconditional military defense of the

Chinese bureaucratically deformed work-

ers state against capitalist/imperialist

attack and against internal counterrevolu-

tionary movements.

The 1949 Revolution over-

threw capitalist-landlord rule

and liberated the country from

imperialist bondage—an enor-

mous victory not only for the

Chinese workers and peasants

but for the proletariat interna-

tionally. But the gains of that

revolution, stemming from the

creation of a planned, collectiv-

ized economy, are increasingly

threatened as the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP) bureauc-

racy invites imperialist and

overseas Chinese capital into

the country, opening up entire

areas to capitalist exploitation.

Simultaneously, the Beijing

regime has launched attacks on

the “iron rice bowl” that once

guaranteed every worker a life-

time job, housing, health care

and education.

More than two decades of pro-capital-

ist "market reforms” have augmented

and emboldened the forces of capitalist

counterrevolution within and outside the

country. They have also provoked a grow-

ing wave of strikes and protests by Chi-

nese workers and peasants in defense of

their livelihoods against the ravages of

capitalist "market reforms." The resis-

tance by the combative proletariat is what

stays the hand of the Beijing bureaucracy

in its drive to extend even more conces-

sions to imperialism.

The bureaucracy whose policies are

paving the way for capitalist counterrev-

olution is simultaneously preparing the

ground for a new revolutionary proletar-

ian explosion—not a social revolution

which would overturn the economic foun-

dations of society as in 1949 but a politi-

cal revolution to oust the parasitic ruling

oligarchy and place power in the hands of

workers, peasants and soldiers councils

(soviets). What is urgently needed is a

Leninist-Trotskyist party to lead the pro-

letariat to take political power and to link

this to the fight for socialist revolution in

destroyed the Soviet Union in 1991-92.

This world-historic defeat for the prole-

tariat was inflicted in the absence of any

organized resistance by the Soviet work-

ing class, which was atomized and bereft

of a revolutionary anti-capitalist leader-

ship, its consciousness poisoned by

decades of Stalinist nationalism and lies.

The misery and devastation that resulted

can be glimpsed in the fact that

three-fourths of the Russian

population now lives below or

slightly above the poverty line,

that 50 to 80 percent of school-

age children are classified as

having a mental or physical

defect and that male life expec-

tancy has plummeted. This

calamity only underscores the

burning necessity for the Chi-

nese proletariat to defend itself

and the rest of the society

against this threat by cleaning

out the Beijing bureaucracy.

Lawyers for

Stalinist Sellouts

This Trotskyist perspective is

very far removed from that pro-

pounded by a centrist outfit

called the Internationalist Group

(IG), whose core consists of

former WV editor Jan Norden

and a handful of others who defected

from our party in 1996. Demoralized

under the impact of the counterrevolu-

tionary defeats in the USSR and East

Europe, they increasingly abandoned a

proletarian revolutionary perspective and

instead sought to accommodate alien

class forces, beginning with remnants of

the treacherous Stalinist bureaucracy that

sold out the East German (DDR) de-

formed workers state to West German
imperialism. When the IG got around to

addressing the question of China in an

article titled “Where Is China Going?"

(Internationalist, November-December

1998), its central point was to absolve the

Stalinists of primary responsibility for the

victory of counterrevolution in East

Europe and the Soviet Union and to

extend a similar amnesty to the Beijing

bureaucracy.

To this end, the IG’s article included

some fancy editing of Trotsky’s 1938

Transitional Program. Quoting from the

section on “The USSR and Problems of

the Transitional Epoch," the IG includes

a paragraph on the call for “freedom of

the trade unions and the factory commit-

tees" and, after an ellipsis, one on the call

for “a revision of planned economy from

top to bottom in the interests of produc-

ers and consumers.” Located in one of

the paragraphs that the IG disappears

is Trotsky’s call for soviet democracy and

the demand “
to drive the bureaucracy and

the new aristocracy out of the soviets."

Pounding the “delete" key, the IG obliter-

ates the understanding expressed in

the Transitional Program that “the chief

political task in the USSR still remains

the overthrow of this same Thermido-

rian bureaucracy Each day added to

its domination helps rot the foundations

of the socialist elements of the economy
and increases the chances for capitalist

restoration."

Positing that the Stalinist bureauc-

racy—or a section of it—is inherently

wedded to socialized property, the IG

argues: “Our strategy for political revolu-

tion is based on mobilizing the working

class for communism. At the same time.

Peter Turnley

Workers, students
fraternize with troops
called in to suppress

1989 Tiananmen
uprising which

marked incipient

political revolution
against Stalinist

regime. Following
bloody suppression
of protests, Beijing

singled out workers
for repression.

iat led by Lenin and Trotsky’s Bolshevik

Party, which saw the seizure of power

as the first step toward world socialist

revolution. The isolation of the Soviet

Union, the failure of a revolutionary

opportunity in Germany in 1923 and the

general restabilization of the imperialist

order laid the basis for the degeneration of

the October Revolution with the rise to

political power of a bureaucratic caste

headed by Stalin.

The social transformation in China

was carried out from above as a result

Defend China Against Imperialism, Counterrevolution! For Proletarian Political Revolution!
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AP per Spiegel
DDR prime minister Modrow, Soviet president Gorbachev led way for counterrevolution in East Germany by approving
annexation by West German imperialism. German nationalists in Dresden mobilized for capitalist reunification under
slogan “Germany One Fatherland.”

we seek where possible to split sections of
the bureaucracy." This revisionist per-
spective was refuted nearly 50 years ago
by the then-Trotskyist Socialist Workers
Party (SWF) in a 1953 document titled

‘‘Against Pabloist Revisionism”:
"The proposition that no significant seg-
ment of the bureaucracy will align itself
with the masses against its own material
interests does not mean that the bureauc-
racy would not manifest deep cleavages
under the impact of an uprising.... But
the function of a revolutionary policy is

to organize, mobilize and help lead the
masses in their struggles, not to look for
and even less to bank upon any real
break in the bureaucracy.”

We cited this statement in our polemic
"IG on China: Looking for a Few Good
Stalinist Bureaucrats" (WV No. 715, 11

June 1999).

A rejoinder to our article posted on the

IG's Web site in August does not even
attempt to address this central program-
matic difference. Instead, claiming that

"the ICL can’t figure out who led the

counterrevolution in East Europe and the

USSR and who is leading the counterrev-

olution in China today,” the IG intones:

“For any genuine communist, it’s vital

to understand the difference between the
treacherous mislcaders of the working
class (the Stalinists, social democrats
and various reformist and centrist

pseudo-socialists) and the class enemy
(the bourgeoisie). What does the ICL’s
talk of political revolution in China mean
if they can’t tell Chinese workers where
and how to direct their blows?” (empha-
sis in original)

The IG fundamentally rejects Trotsky’s

understanding that the bureaucracy would
devour the workers state if it is not over-

thrown, instead preaching reliance on (a

wing of) the Stalinist ruling caste to resist

capitalist restoration. While genuflecting

to the Trotskyist call for political revolu-

tion, the IG denies the very purpose of
political revolution to overthrow the Sta-

linist “treacherous misleaders” who un-

dermine defense of the collectivized

economy against the class enemy and
would devour the workers state. Against

Trotsky and all historical experience, the

IG implies that the danger of counterrev-

olution comes solely from outside the

bureaucracy and that the Chinese work-

ers should not direct their blows at the

“treacherous misleaders.” Last February,

some 20,000 molybdenum miners in

Liaoning province rose up in a three-day

protest against the regime’s plans to sell

off pieces of their state-owned mine and

shut down others, even battling People's

Liberation Army troops. What does the

IG make of this protest and others, where
the workers are “directing their blows”
against the Stalinist officials, as well as

against the foreign capitalist exploiters in

the "Special Economic Zones" and other

“free market” enterprises?

In his writings on the Spanish Civil

War in the 1930s, Trotsky made short

shrift of the kind of argument now raised

by the IG in its insistence that only the

“class enemy" and not the Stalinists could

"lead the counterrevolution." Responding
to those who sought to amnesty the

treachery of the centrist POUM, which
capitulated to the Spanish popular front,

by laying the blame for Franco’s victory

on the imperialists, Trotsky asserted:

"It is simply ridiculous to justify the

defeat by references to the military inter-

vention of Italian fascists and German
Nazis, and to the perfidious conduct of

the French and British ‘democracies.*

Enemies will always remain enemies.

Reaction will always intervene when-

ever it can. Imperialist ’democracy’ will

always betray. This means that the vic-

tory of the proletariat is impossible in

general!"

— "Once Again on the Causes
of the Defeat in Spain"
(March 1939)

The August IG screed, headlined "Sta-

linists Led the Counterrevolution? ICL
Between Shachtman and Trotsky," makes
a lying amalgam between the ICL’s pro-

gram for political revolution—premised
on military defense of the deformed
workers states—and the position of

groups in the tradition of Max Shacht-

man, who broke from Trotskyism in 1940
by abandoning unconditional defense of
the Soviet Union. Aware of our insistence

on the need to cohere a Chinese Trot-

skyist cadre, and of our attempts to aid

this effort by translating key ICL docu-
ments into Chinese, the IG aims to spike

this development by stigmatizing the ICL
as some sort of Stalinophobic "Shachl-
manites” while passing off its defense

brief for the Stalinist betrayers as “Trot-

skyism.” Taken as good coin, the IG's

revisionism could only disorient leftist

opponents of the Beijing Stalinist regime,

reinforcing deep illusions held by many
that a wing of the Beijing bureaucracy

—

represented by those looking back to the

Mao regime as an egalitarian alternative

to the current bureaucracy under Jiang

Zemin and Zhu Rongji—can be relied

upon to resist capitalist restoration.

Counterrevolution in

East Germany
To camouflage its strategic orientation

to the Stalinist bureaucracy, the IG’s lat-

est diatribe throws out numerous quotes

from Trotsky. But not once does the IG
mention the central point of The Revolu-

tion Betrayed : “On the road to capitalism

the counterrevolution would have to

break the resistance of the workers; on
the road to socialism, the workers would
have to overthrow the bureaucracy. In the

last analysis, the question will be decided

by a struggle of living social forces, both
on the national and the world arena.” It

was this understanding that guided the

work of the ICL in East Germany and the

former Soviet Union and which we apply

to the fight against counterrevolution in

the remaining deformed workers states of
China, Cuba, North Korea and Vietnam.
The terminal phase of the destruc-

tion of the East European and Soviet
workers states was signaled by Mikhail
Gorbachev’s withdrawal of Soviet troops

from Afghanistan in 1989, which deliv-

ered Afghan women to the CIA-backed

mujahedin cutthroats and encouraged the

imperialists to test the Kremlin's resolve in

the defense of the East European deformed

workers states. We said then that it was
better to fight imperialism in Afghanistan

than counterrevolution in Moscow. As the

ICL wrote in our "Declaration of Princi-

ples and Some Elements of Program”
(Spartacist [English-language edition) No.

54, Spring 1998): ‘The Kremlin abetted

by the East German Stalinists led the

counterrevolution in the DDR, rushing to

hand the country over to the Fourth Reich.

The Kremlin bureaucracy under Gorba-
chev carried out its ultimate, terminal

betrayal, declaring that socialism had

been a doomed utopian experiment and
proclaiming the superiority of the capi-

talist market system. The disintegrating

CPSU spawned openly counterrevolu-

tionary gangs led by Boris Yeltsin who
acted as the open agent of U.S. imperial-

ism in the restoration of capitalism."

While every other left tendency on the

planet capitulated to the ideological pres-

sure of imperialist anti-Communism.
the ICL fought in defense of the Soviet

degenerated workers state and the East

European deformed workers states. As
Stalinist rule entered its terminal stage

from Berlin to Moscow, we mobilized our
forces to fight against capitalist counter-

revolution and for proletarian political

revolution.

After the fall of the Berlin Wall in

November 1989, the ICL dispatched

all available resources to the DDR to

intervene into the unfolding political

revolution. Our German section initiated

a network of Spartakist Groups in East

Germany and published a daily news-
paper, Arprekorr (“Workers Press Corre-

spondence”), with the purpose of mobi-
lizing the proletariat to smash the drive

toward capitalist Anschluss (annexation)

by the West German imperialists. In

response to our propaganda, soldiers

councils began forming in the East Ger-
man army. With the ruling Stalinist

Socialist Unity Party (SED) collapsing

and its party and trade-union organiza-

tions in the plants beginning to disinte-

grate, the armed factory Katnpfgruppen
(fighting groups) which had been formed
to extend bureaucratic control in the

factories had (he very real potential to

become the organized political/military

locus of the political revolution. Faced
with this threat, in late December the

SED regime demobilized and disarmed

the Katnpfgruppen and began disbanding

army units where soldiers councils had

arisen.

On 3 January 1990, a quarter-million

people turned out in an anti-fascist, pro-

Soviet mobilization at East Berlin’s Trep-

tow monument. This action, initiated by
the German Spartakists and then taken up
and built by the SED. protested the fas-

cist desecration of a memorial honoring
Red Army soldiers killed in the struggle

against the Nazis. In this united-front

demonstration. Trotskyists addressed the

working-class base of the ruling SED
with our program against capitalist re-

unification, calling for “No sellout of the

DDR! For a red soviet Germany! For a

Leninist-egalitarian party!"

Demonstrating a knack for sowing con-

fusion—a typical vice for centrist organ-

izations which are revolutionary in

words and opportunist in deeds—the IG's

August 2000 article asks, “If the SED
Stalinists were leading the counterrevolu-

tion, what were the Spartakist Workers
Party and Spartakist-Gruppen doing up
there as speakers at the 3 January 1990
anti-fascist mobilization at the Soviet war
memorial together with the SED leader-

ship?" What our comrades were doing
was acting on the ABCs of Leninism. We
engaged in a united-front action with the

SED in defense of the DDR workers
state, in the course of that waging politi-

cal combat against the SED misleaders,

aiming to split the SED’s proletarian base
and win it to the Trotskyist party.

Treptow was the decisive turning point,

posing for the first time the possibility

of organized working-class resistance to

capitalist reunification from the worker
base ot the SED (which began calling

itselt the Party of Democratic Social-
ism—PDS). The Stalinists renounced the

Treptow mobilization as the imperialists

and their West German Social Demo-
cratic (SPD) henchmen raised a hue and
cry over the Trotskyists' denunciation of
the SPD as the "Trojan horse" for coun-
terrevolution. Frightened by the spectre
of proletarian political revolution that

continued on page 6
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Heroic Soviet spy Ignace Reiss’s 1937
declaration in favor of Fourth International,
printed in Left Opposition’s bulletin,
proclaimed: “Only our victory—that of the
proletarian revolution—will free humanity
of capitalism and the USSR of Stalinism.”

.
Spartakist

East Berlin, January 1990: Spartakist speaker addresses 250,000-strong anti-
fascist Treptow mobilization as SED chief Gregor Gysi looks on. Fearing
organized proletarian resistance to capitalist reunification, SED tops sped up
sellout of DDR workers state.
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Reuters Ming Bao

Left: Chinese officials join Pratt & Whitney execs in ground-breaking for capitalist enterprise in Chengdu. Right:

Women workers in Hubei province protest layoffs. "Market reforms" which undermine collectivized foundations of

Chinese deformed workers state have also sparked wave of workers’ struggle.

IG...
(continuedfrom page 5)

Treptow represented. Gorbachev and the

SED-PDS leadership came out openly for

capitalist Anschluss. The collapsing Sta-

linist regime agreed to speed up elections

in East Germany, which West German

chancellor Kohl's Christian Democrats

won in March, marking the decisive vic-

tory of counterrevolution.

Where Was Gorbachev?
To back up its revisionist assertion that

the bureaucracy did not represent an

internal force for capitalist restoration,

the IG rails against our supposed “anti-

Marxist claim that the Stalinist bureauc-

racy led the counterrevolution in East

Germany The IG's August article claims

that we “adopted, after the fact, the posi-

tion of various pseudo-Trotskyist Stalin-

ophobes who used this as ‘theoretical’

justification for sidling up to the bour-

geoisie and its direct agents who actually

did lead the counterrevolution in the

DDR (Kohl’s Christian Democrats and

Brandt’s Social Democrats), the Soviet

Union (Bush’s man Yeltsin) and East

Europe (such as Solidarno^d, the Polish

company union for the Vatican and

CIA)"
Conspicuously missing from this list

are Gorbachev and the SED-PDS, whose

treachery is thereby given a complete

amnesty by the IG. Ten years after the

event, Gorbachev himself spoke to his

central role in capitalist reunification and

singled out the importance of the Trep-

tow mobilization, telling a TV audience

last November: “We changed our point

of view on the process of unification of

Germany under the impact of events that

unfolded in the DDR. And an especially

critical situation came about in January

( 1990J. In essence, a breakdown of struc-

tures took place. A threat arose—a threat

of disorganization, of a big destabiliza-

tion. This began on January 3 and went

further almost every day"
The Soviet bureaucracy’s role in the

counterrevolution in the DDR was cru-

cial. Seeking to throw up a smokescreen

around this key fact, the IG’s August

article asks, “If the Soviet Army was
leading the counterrevolution, why didn’t

the ICL call for withdrawal of the Soviet

troops?” This is as stupid as it is cynical.

It was Gorbachev who called the shots in

East Germany. Soviet troops were not

mobilized to suppress a workers rising,

but were essentially restricted to bar-

racks. As the frontline state against the

NATO imperialists. East Germany had a

huge Soviet troop concentration, which

was the dominant military force there.

By the time the SED regime collapsed in

the fall of 1989, the Kremlin was no

longer committed to maintaining Soviet

military and therefore political domi-

nance in the DDR. As he agreed to hand

the East German workers state over to

West German imperialism, Gorbachev

ordered the withdrawal of Soviet troops.

The ICL fought to win Soviet soldiers

and officers in East Germany to the fight

for proletarian political revolution in the

DDR and the USSR, issuing Russian-

language greetings to them and distribut-

ing our Trotskyist propaganda in Soviet

Army barracks. (For a detailed account

of the ICL’s struggle in Germany, see

“Revolution vs. Counterrevolution in

Germany, 1989-90,” WV Nos. 730 and

731, 25 February and 10 March.)

In another attempt to alibi the Stalin-

ist sellouts, the IG article relates an

exchange with Spartacist League mem-
bers: “How could the SED lead the coun-

terrevolution, we challenged, when the

entire SED Politburo from Erich

Honecker on down ended up in the jails of

the German Fourth Reich?” How could

Chilean Socialist president Salvador

Allende end up dead in 1973 during Gen-

eral Augusto Pinochet’s military coup

after having appointed Pinochet and

preaching reliance on the “constitutional"

military? We defended those elements

of the former East German Stalinist

bureaucracy who were targeted for coun-

terrevolutionary “justice” by the reunified

Fourth Reich of German imperialism, but

without thereby providing political cover

for their class treason, as the IG does.

Some (but not all) of the Stalinist tops

paid a price for their illusions in capital-

ist "democracy." As we have pointed out,

these betrayers were tried by the wrong

class for the wrong crimes.

In his autobiography, Man Without

a Face (1997), former DDR spymaster

Markus Wolf, himself a one-time Gorba-

chevite, nailed Gorbachev for refusing to

demand amnesty for Wolf and other

DDR leaders in arranging terms for

annexation with West Germany’s rulers:

“His overriding concern now was to keep

his image bright in the West, having con-

veniently forgotten that he too had once

been a Communist. The West Germans

were prepared to discuss immunity for

those who had worked for East Germany,

but when the matter arose briefly at the

meeting, Gorbachev waved his hand and

told Kohl that the Germans would man-
age this problem sensibly themselves. It

was the Soviets’ ultimate betrayal of

their East German friends, whose work

for over four decades had strengthened

Soviet influence in Europe."

Stalinism: Vanguard of

Counterrevolution in Spain

Summarizing our intervention into the

East German events, the main document
adopted at the ICL’s Second Interna-

tional Conference in 1992 stated:

"As Treplow laier showed, from the

beginning we were in a political struggle

with ihe abdicating Stalinist regime over

the future of the DDR. While we were
calling for a government of workers
councils, the Stalinists were consciously

acting to prevent a workers insurrection

by demobilizing all army units that had
formed soldiers councils as a result of
our early propaganda. Although shaped

by the disproportion of forces, there was
in fact a contest between the ICL pro-

gram of political revolution and the Sta-

linist program of capitulation and coun-
terrevolution.”

—“For the Communism of Lenin
and Trotsky!" Spartacist

(English-language edition)

No. 47-48. Winter 1992-93

Norden & Co. voted for this appraisal

when they were members of our party.

But under the ideological pressures gen-

erated by capitalist restoration. Norden
was increasingly driven by an opportunist

appetite to adapt to social-democratic

remnants of the East Gentian Stalinist

bureaucracy. This adaptation was given

flagrant public expression in a January

1995 speech at Berlin’s Humboldt
University aimed at members of the Com-
munist Platform (KPF) grouping in the

PDS, which had been growing in elec-

toral support.

Because the KPF was then being

threatened with expulsion from the PDS,
Norden believed that it was ripe for a

“revolutionary regroupment.” To accom-
modate these Stalinist has-beens, Norden
denied the ICL’s role as the conscious

vanguard in the German events of 1989-

90, repeatedly intoning that “the key ele-

ment was missing, the revolutionary

leadership.” He described the Stalinist

leadership as "paralyzed” and asserted

that “a proletarian political revolution

was necessary, which no one among the

SED tops, nor in the critical currents

among the party cadres, could even con-

ceive of at the time.” Far from being par-

alyzed, the SED tops did everything

within their power to prevent a prole-

tarian insurrection—which they knew

would be aimed against them. (This

speech is published in our publicly avail-

able ICL International Bulletin No. 38,

"Norden's ‘Group’: Shamefaced Defec-

tors from Trotskyism," June 1996, which

documents the fight against Norden’s

revisionist course.)

Appealing to the Stalinists’ “anti-

fascist" credentials, Norden told his audi-

ence that "the Soviet Union sent only

limited amounts of munitions during

the Spanish Civil War, because it didn’t

want to directly go against the block-

ade decreed by the imperialist ‘democra-

cies’.” This is a flagrant whitewash of

Stalin’s role in strangling the Spanish

Revolution in the late 1930s and handing

victory to Franco’s fascist Falange. The

Stalinist apparatus was mobilized interna-

tionally to suppress and gun down Trot-

skyists, left-wing anarchists and militant

workers in Spain in the service of the

capitalist popular-front government. In

his 1940 article “The Class, the Party,

and the Leadership,” Trotsky wrote of the

Stalinists in Spain: “They were the fight-

ing vanguard of the bourgeois-republican

counterrevolution” (The Spanish Revo-

lution [1973)). In other words, they were

the leaders of the counterrevolution (that,

as Norden & Co. presumably know, is

what “vanguard” means).

The Dual Nature of
the Stalinist Bureaucracy

As a rationale for his orientation

toward the KPF, at a meeting of the ICL
International Secretarial later that year

Norden talked of the Stalinists’ “attach-

ments” to the workers state and argued,

"Precisely those attachments present us

some of the opportunities and contradic-

tions that we have to exploit, for example

with the Communist Platform." Norden
was here speaking of “attachments” to a

workers state—like a mosquito to a lost

host—which had been destroyed five years

earlier with the help of the KPF Stalinists!

This notion of “attachments” is a com-
plete revision of Trotskyism. Trotsky

explained that the Stalinist bureaucracy-

is not a possessing class but a parasitic

caste. While resting on and deriving

its privileges from proletarian property

forms, this petty-bourgeois layer simul-

taneously acted as a transmission belt

for the pressures of the imperialist-

dominated world market on the workers

state and was not irrevocably committed

to the defense of the collectivized econ-

omy. In The Revolution Betrayed, Trotsky

wrote: “Since of all the strata of Soviet

society the bureaucracy has best solved

its own social problem, and is fully

content with the existing situation, it

has ceased to offer any subjective guaran-

tee whatever of the socialist direction of

its policy. It continues to preserve state

property only to the extent that it fears

the proletariat.”

Turning Trotsky’s materialist under-

standing of the contradictory nature

of the bureaucracy on its head, the IG

continued on page 14
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Spartakist Workers
14 Party demonstrates in

Berlin, July 1992, in

defense of former DDR
head Erich Honecker,
brought back from
Russia for anti-

communist show trial

by German Fourth
Reich. Stalinist

betrayers were tried by
the wrong class for the

wrong crimes.
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Mexico City: Spartacist Youth Speak Out

in Solidarity with UNAM Workers
We reprint below a leaflet by the

Juventud Espartaquista (JE). youth group

of the Grupo Espartaquista de Mexico
(GEM), section of the International

Communist League. The leaflet was dis-

tributed at an emergency speakout called

by the JE on October 31 at Mexico
City’s National Autonomous University

(UNAM). Calling on students to support

the possible strike by the campus work-

ers union, STUNAM (Union of Workers

of the National Autonomous University

of Mexico), the speakout attracted the

attention of more than 100 students.

Fifty militant STUNAM workers came
into the plaza before we started, chant-

ing “Huelga, huelga!” (“Strike, strike!”)

and provided the megaphone for a joint

speakout. Completely absent was the

rest of the campus left (Internationalist

Group, En Lucha, LTS/ContraCorriente).

After the majority of delegates at a

strike council meeting on October 30

voted against a strike, pro-strike workers

were so angry at their union leader-

ship that some told us they would burn

their ballots rather than vote on the con-

tract the following day. During the ten-

month UNAM student strike last year,

STUNAM provided crucial solidarity

by manning the picket lines, donating

money and refusing to work during the

strike-busting federal police occupation

of the campus ordered by the govern-

ing party, the Institutional Revolution-

ary Party (PRI) and supported by the city

government run by the Party of the

Democratic Revolution (PRD). The

GEM/JE also participated in the picket

lines and building occupations, fighting

to win students to ally with the power of

the working class. Against illusions in

the sometimes left-talking bourgeois-

nationalist PRD, the GEM/JE fought for

the construction of an international revo-

lutionary workers party independent of

the capitalist state.

Ever since the imposition of U S.

imperialism’s North American Free Trade

Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994, which fur-

ther immiserated the working class, peas-

ants and poor, Mexico has been racked by

social unrest. This has been heightened

by the recent presidential elections won

by the right-wing National Action Party

(PAN) which shattered the grip of the

PRI, the ruling party of the past 70 years

(see "Wall Street’s Candidate Wins Mex-

ican Elections," WV No. 739, 28 July).

With the handing over of the presi-

dency less than one month away, the PRI

is losing its grip on the machinery of the

state, as well as its direct ties with most

of the unions. The bourgeoisie is worried

about how it is going to control the work-

ing class. If president-elect Vicente Fox

moves to push through his plans—which

include privatizations and reactionary

social measures—as promised, more

explosive social struggle is likely. The

GEM/JE seeks to win the best fighters

among student youth and in the working

class to build a revolutionary workers

party that can lead the fight for socialist

revolution in Mexico. That fight must be

waged with an internationalist perspec-

tive linking the class struggle in Mexico

to the fight for proletarian revolution in

the U.S. This is also the perspective of

the Spartacist League/U.S. and Spartacus

Youth Clubs.

* * *

Today more than 20,000 STUNAM
workers at UNAM are on the eve of a

strike to demand a 50 percent wage in-

crease. The university administration has

offered an insulting 10.5 percent raise to

these workers struggling to get by in a

Mexico where workers’ purchasing pow-

er continues to fall while the capitalists’

profits soar. A STUNAM strike would be

the first major workers’ struggle in Mex-
ico City in many years. Workers have

already demonstrated their will to fight

on numerous occasions: the flight atten-

dants strike which was taken over [by

invoking a national emergency law], the

recent Volkswagen strike in Puebla

—

declared “nonexistent” by the capitalist

government—and protests by workers of

the former PRI bastion FSTSE [federal

public employees union] demanding the

bono sexenal [traditional bonus paid

every six years].

The function of universities is to edu-

cate and as a result, in contrast with fac-

tories, they do not produce large profits

for the bourgeoisie. Students, as a petty-

bourgeois sector, can play a dispropor-

tionately important role but only if they

act in support of the workers strike. The
militants of the Juventud Espartaquista

understand that “support” means not sim-

ply words, but action. A strike means
shut it all down: Nobody works! Nobody
goes to class! Classes should be canceled:

No off-campus classes! Students should

come to the university to strengthen the

picket lines, not to cross them. Now is

the time to put into practice support to the

workers who operate the buses, clean the

buildings and maintain UNAM's facil-

ities. A solid strike is needed to win; one

with picket lines that keep the campus

entirely shut down. Picket lines mean

don 't cross!

Free, quality education should be a

right for everyone. After ten months of a

student strike which shook Mexico City,

many students who long ago learned at

the ends of the PRD government’s billy

clubs that the PRD is a force against

social struggle and progress are now stud-

ying Marxism because they want to go

beyond simple pressure politics and fun-

damentally transform society. The com-

bativity of the students who, in the fight

for education for everybody, took over

campus buildings, organized marches and

expelled the PRD from the CGH [student

general strike council] last year was im-

pressive. Nonetheless, a complete shut-

down of campus, whether initiated by stu-

dent protest or workers strike action, does

not interfere with the profits of the capi-

talist class. To hit the capitalists where it

hurts, the strike must be extended beyond

the campus walls. Coming as it does a

month before Fox of the reactionary PAN
takes over the reins of the government,

the STUNAM strike has the potential to

ignite a broader social struggle against

the imperialist-dictated austerity meas-

ures. including privatization of strategic

industries such as oil and electric, and

against the reactionary attacks on women
and homosexuals.

The national government of the PRI.

and the PRD’s Mexico City regime, both

exist to uphold capitalist power while

each fears the possibility that the working

class could escape the restraint of their

misleaders—the union bureaucrats—and

struggle for workers power. Thus, the

government declares strikes “nonexist-

ent” or takes them over, and Rosario

Robles, the leader of the PRD govern-

ment in Mexico City, threatens to use

the force of state repression against the

current demonstrations. The function of

the bourgeois state—the police, courts

and army—is to maintain the domina-

tion of the exploiting class over all

the oppressed. The arms of the capitalist

state reach right into the university

through the Auxilio UNAM, whose pres-

ence within STUNAM is a threat to its

very existence. Auxilio UNAM employ-

ees are police and do not belong in the

unions that are the organizations of strug-

gle for the working class. The Juventud

Espartaquista demands: Auxilio UNAM
—Out ofSTUNAM! Police off campus!

In the end, only the destruction of the

capitalist system can solve the prob-

lems and needs of workers and all the

exploited and oppressed. Key to this is the

complete political independence of the

working class from the capitalist class,

their state and their parties: the PRI. PAN
and PRD. The belief that it is possible for

a progressive wing of the bourgeoisie to

fight the starvation austerity dictated by

Wall Street and Washington has pre-

vented the working class from using its

power to liberate itself and all of the

oppressed. Against bourgeois nationalism

the Juventud Espartaquista fights to win

students and youth to a life of struggle on

the side of the working class to construct

an egalitarian socialist society. Forge a

revolutionary, proletarian and interna-

tionalist party! Victory to the STUNAM
strike! m
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iForjar un partido leninista-trotskista!

Se demimba el regimen del PRI

iRomper con todos los partidos
burgueses: PRI, PAN, PRD!

iNinguna lluslon en el PRO
naclonallsta burgues, enemi- -

go de eiploiadw » oprlmldos!

Oullio Rodriguez

Mexico City: March protesting federal police occupation of UNAM last

February. STUNAM workers provided vital support to student strikers.
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The Fight for Black Liberation-

Key to American Socialist Revolution
Thefollowing is a class given by SYCer

Quincy Levinson at NYU last spring.

When an Albany court acquitted the

tour police officers who shot and killed

Amadou Diallo in New York, no one dis-

puted that the cops fired 41 shots at the

unarmed black man as he stood in the

vestibule of his apartment. However, it

was never the cops, but rather Diallo,

who was on trial in Albany. The courts

displayed the belief that a black man liv-

ing in the ghetto is inherently dangerous

and should be killed if he so much as

flinches when a group of gun-toting

while thugs come at him. So how does

this grotesque, racist slaying—and the

accompanying whitewash verdict—relate

to capitalism, and why is it that the fight

for black freedom must be linked with

the fight against capitalism itself?

Revolutionary integrationism, which is

our program, concerns the process of

making a revolution which takes up the

struggle for black rights every step of the

way. It means making the fight for black

freedom a class fight. The demonstration

we organized to drive the Ku Klux Klan

racist killers out of New York City on 23

October 1999 is a good example of this.

We organized a labor/black mobilization

with the understanding that transit work-

ers. for example, have the power to shut

down the city. That’s the power of the

working class: the proletariat is the only

group with the social power and objective

interest to abolish the rule of capital.

It must be mobilized on behalf of the

oppressed in order to give the rulers pause

and ultimately overthrow them. In that

demonstration, we mobilized the working

class and its allies independently of the

enemies of the working class and black

people, most notably those in the Demo-
cratic Party, against a group of hooded

racist killers.

Black people are what we call a race-

color caste (as opposed to a nation, a

class, etc.); they are segregated at the bot-

tom of society on the basis of skin color,

yet are integrated into the proletariat.

Black people form a strategic part of the

American working class and have histori-

cally been its most militant layer.

The state is the repressive institution

that is composed at its core of armed
bodies of men (the cops, army, etc.),

which systematically targets black peo-

ple for special abuse in this country. The

state, as Marxists understand, exists for

the sole purpose of maintaining class

rule through repressing the oppressed

layers of society. It cannot be reformed; it

must be smashed through a proletarian

revolution. In a racist country like the

United States, in which black oppression

benefits the ruling class, the state natu-

rally targets black people for special

abuse. Witness Amadou Dialio, witness

Mumia Abu-Jamal, witness the thou-

sands of black men and women humili-

ated, jailed and even killed by the capi-

talist state. The state is an institution of

naked oppression for the benefit of the

tiny minority which rules this country.

The rest of the left, explicitly or implic-

itly. rejects this. I recently heard a mem-
ber of the International Socialist Organi-

zation (ISO), in defending his group’s

incessant pleas to the capitalist state,

assert that “the cops can be pressured" if

only “movements” get big enough and

loud enough. This is flatly wrong. The
cops that shot down Amadou Diallo were

doing theirjob, which is a key component
of the racist policy of running roughshod

over the ghettos.

Our basic premise is this: black free-

dom in any form can only come about

through a socialist revolution that sweeps
away the racist capitalist system; and, by

the same token, the struggle

for the emancipation of labor

in the United States can only

move forward if the working

class is mobilized to fight for

black freedom. The question

of anti-black racism is not

merely another social ques-

tion; it is a strategic question

for the next American revo-

lution, which must be social-

ist. The idea that race, rather

than class, is the fundamen-
tal dividing line between

people in America is a clear

fallacy. It was a Latino cop
who put a bullet through the

head of Malcolm Ferguson, a

young black man, in New
York earlier this year. The
cops that burst in on Fergu-

son were operating as part

of the bourgeois state in

running roughshod over the

ghetto population. Capital-

ism creates all sorts of prob-

lems for all sorts of people,

but to understand the oppres-

sion of black people is to

understand the nature of this particular

capitalism. Such an awareness is the cru-

cial step to grasping how to send Ameri-

can capitalism unceremoniously on its

way to oblivion.

The capitalist class is particularly adept

at employing divide-and-rule tactics. The
Democratic Party, which is a party of

racism and war. attracted millions of

workers—South and North—into a poi-

sonous alliance first with the slavocracy

and later with a wing of the capitalist

class through a hard appeal to racism.

Now. the Democrats are not allies of

black freedom, never were and never will

be The Democratic Party is a capitalist

party just as much as the Republican

Party, and while it may at times pay lip

service to the needs of black people, it is

every bit as racist as the GOP. Witness

Bill Clinton’s speedup of the death pen-

alty, his ending of “welfare as we know
it,” which has meant that millions of

desperately poor people, disproportion-

ately black, have been left without the

most basic needs for subsistence, and

his continued efforts to put more and

more cops on the streets. The color line

between white and black, the fundamen-

tal color line in American society, has had

a truly corrosive effect on the class con-

sciousness of the American proletariat,

and the Democratic Party stands opposed

to uprooting it.

The special oppression of black people

plays a very real role in holding down
the material conditions of the American
working class as a whole. Black people

are disproportionately unemployed and

are the last hired and first fired, which
drives down the living conditions of the

working class overall. Thus, we call for

union wages for all and full employment,
coupled with an organizing drive in the

open shop South.

We often say that black oppression is

the bedrock of American capitalism.

What does that mean, and how did it

come about that the racist subjugation of
black people became the defining feature

of American capitalism? Black oppres-

sion is not merely the result of a con-
glomeration of bad ideas but rather rests

upon a material foundation. Unlike liber-

als and their reformist hangers-on like the

ISO. we do not see the key to attaining

equality for black people as pressuring

the racist rulers of this country to adopt

more enlightened social policies, but
instead look to smash the capitalist order
that necessarily discriminates against

black people in America.

Race is in no sense a meaningful bio-

logical differentiation. The genetic vari-

ation within any given ethnic group is

as diverse as between one group and

another. A peculiarly American paradox

may help to illustrate the point as well.

In the United States, it is considered

quite possible for a while woman to give

birth to a black child but not for a black

woman to give birth to a white child.

Although, presuming one parent of Euro-

pean descent and one parent of African

descent, there is. on the basis of ancestry,

no less reason to call such children

white, they are considered black for spe-

cific historical reasons related to anti-

miscegenation laws that date from the

slavery and Jim Crow eras Now, this is

not to say that race is not real, only to

say that it is a social, not a biological

reality. In order to understand race and

racism—which clearly arose in the U.S.

as a consequence of the social differenti-

ation of black people under slavery—we
must understand the system that created

these distinctions in the first place.

The origins of racism lie in the slave

system that dominated the American
South for almost 250 years. However, the

creation of a doctrine of racial supremacy,

although it rested on a system of slavery,

cannot be simply explained by a refer-

ence to slavery. After all. there have been

numerous class societies in which the

subordinate class was not viewed as

inherently inferior on the basis of race.

American racism had its birth at the same
time as the Enlightenment and the spread

of bourgeois democratic ideals. In the

face of the glaring contradiction between

a doctrine stressing the rights of man and

the widespread holding of men (not to

mention women and children) in a stale

of slavery, the slavocracy developed a

conception of race, declaring that the dif-

ferences between “white" and “black"

people were inherent and that black peo-

ple, for reasons of biology or the design

of god, were inferior. Thus, the slaveown-

ing class could make an exception to the

generally declared rights of man, at least

ideologically, in justifying their holding

of slaves.

So how did slavery end, and why,

almost 135 years after Appomattox, do
we still raise the cry: “Finish the Civil

War!”? At the same time as slavery

spread westward, so did the capitalist

system that had come to dominate the

North. The two systems, one based on

slavery, the other—Northern capital-

ism—based on what was called “free

labor" in contradistinction to slavery,

inevitably came into conflict. In a capital-

ist society such as the American North,

workers own their labor power, which

they sell on the market—this is called get-

ting a job. Under slavery, in which a

slave’s person and thus his labor power is

owned, the economy inevitably works

quite differently. Since slaveowners could

not fire their slaves and had to maintain

them at least minimally at all times, there

was no incentive to develop labor-saving

techniques of the son that allowed the

Agricultural and Industrial Revolutions to

take place. Since the number of workers

required to work a plantation was not

thinning, no significant workforce was

freed to take industrial jobs. Thus, the

South remained overwhelmingly agrar-

ian even as the North began to develop

significant industry These two systems

were utterly counterposed to one another

and inevitably came into conflict. It took

a civil war to resolve the contradictions

Young Spartacus

New York City: Thousands demonstrated last

February against acquittal of cops who killed

Amadou Diallo.

Military History Institute

Gun crews of a battery of "Corps d’Afrique" at Port Hudson, Louisiana in

1863. Black soldiers demonstrated exceptional heroism during the Civil War.
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Young Spartacus

sented as Ihis son of messiah who single-

handedly created and led the civil rights

movement. (An ISOer once asked me
incredulously, "What, you guys have dif-

ferences with Martin Luther King?!")

The truth is, the civil rights movement did

not end the oppression of black people.

Now, this isn't to say that the struggles of

millions of people weren’t brave or in

many ways admirable but rather to say

that you won't get racial equality under

capitalism. After all, we live in a society

in which nearly a million black men are

locked into the burgeoning jail system, in

which black people are increasingly mar-

ginalized in all areas of life. The civil

rights movement managed to smash the

Jim Crow system in the American South

(which was an acute foreign policy

embarrassment for the U S., anyway) and

force a few reversible concessions out

of American capitalism, but it did not

change the conditions that shape the

oppression of black people in the United

States, which come from capitalism.

The reason that the ISO and other fake-

leftist groups lionize the liberal wing of

the civil rights movement is because they

at bottom agree with the liberals. That's

what we saw on October 23. Whereas the

Spartacist League sought successfully to

mobilize the multiracial working class in

this city against a pressing danger, the

ISO sat on their hands until the Demo-
cratic politicos like Sharpton moved to

spike our demo with a diversionary rally

that offered to share a sound permit with

the Klan, then they joined the Democrats'

rally! The Democrats, fearing what would

happen if communists organized the

working class in its own interests (which

would inevitably cut into their shell

game), moved to obstruct the labor/ black

demo. The Democrats and fake leftists

like the ISO showed where their true loy-

alties were (and are) on that day.

Of course, another wing developed

within black politics in the 1960s around

the ill-defined phrase "Black Power." The
best of these militants found their way
into the Black Panther Party. There was a

lot to be said for the Panthers. They hated

U.S. imperialism and sympathized with

the Vietnamese Revolution and had no

continued on page 10

time in which nationalists like Marcus
Garvey, whose. "Back to Africa" move-
ment held the allegiance of millions, were

prominent in the black community, the

Communist Party began to do systematic

work among the black masses. This paid

off in the 1 930s. American Trotskyist Jim

Cannon wrote, “The Communist Party,

aggressively championing the cause of
the Negroes and calling for an alliance of

the Negro people and the militant labor

movement, came into the new situation as

a catalytic agent at the right time." I

would highly recommend that those inter-

ested in the story of how the Communist
Party gained and lost a strategic layer of

black cadre look at Robin Kelley's Ham-
mer and Hoe. The point I want to get

across is that the Bolsheviks were the

ones who injected an understanding of

the strategic nature of the black question

into the American Communist movement
and that it did make an impact.

If I can jump ahead a few decades, the

Spartacist League was born in part be-

cause we saw the black question as one

of crucial importance. While our fore-

runners were still in the Socialist Work-
ers Party, they objected strongly to that

party’s abstention from the civil rights

movement, which in effect conceded

leadership to the liberals. They fought for

a sustained intervention into the struggles

of black people in the early 1960s with a

revolutionary, working-class program of

revolutionary integrationism: the fight for

the full integration of black people into an

egalitarian, socialist society. That pro-

gram. by the way, is the one we stand by

today.

In times of struggle, black people in the

United States have historically fought for

integration into American society in the

fullest possible sense, not to break away
into a separate nation, which would not

be a viable entity anyway. However, these

struggles for equality have been frequently

co-opted into Democratic Parly channels

by liberal misleaders such as M L. King,

Jesse Jackson and A1 Sharpton, who con-

stantly strive for more “enlightened" pol-

icies from the government.

There's a great deal of mythology

surrounding the civil rights movement
and Martin Luther King, who gets pre-

Rally by striking

Verizon phone
workers in Newark,

NJ last August.
We seek to

mobilize the social
power of the

integrated working
class in the fight

for black liberation.

that arose from these two antagonistic

systems of production.

This is a very important point with pro-

found implications for the present. Slav-

ery did not collapse of its own accord, or

because of “moral suasion" on the part of

Northern Abolitionists, but because of a

social revolution that smashed the slavoc-

racy, the Civil War. The radical Abolition-

ists like Frederick Douglass, John Brown
and Harriet Tubman knew that “moral

suasion" (the idea that you could per-

suade the slave holders to give up slavery

because it was immoral) was doomed to

failure and that it was going to take a rev-

olution with the mass participation of

blacks themselves to end slavery. No rul-

ing class has ever given over its power

and privileges without a fight. That is

why it’s going to take a third American
Revolution, a workers revolution, to free

the wage slaves of today.

Fighting the Civil War was the last

truly progressive act that the capitalist

class in the U.S. ever did. It was a mas-

sive. bitter struggle, out of which the

modern United States was born. In the

wake of the defeat of the Confederate

armies, the Northern bourgeoisie intro-

duced a program called Reconstruction,

designed to bring the South into line with

the North's economy and corresponding

social system. For several years, roughly

1868 through the early 1870s, in a period

called Radical Reconstruction—named
after the radical wing of the Republican

Party—genuine democratic gains were

achieved: universal manhood suffrage,

free public education, the large-scale sup-

pression of race-hate terrorists like the

KKK and so forth, which were brought

about through the presence of large num-

bers of Union troops allied with both

black and white Republicans in the

South.

This social revolution, which eman-

cipated the slaves (in large part due to

the aid of hundreds of thousands of black

men who enlisted in the Union army),

remains incomplete. The Northern capi-

talists sold out their black allies in the

South. Having succeeded in smash-

ing their rivals in the slaveholding class,

the Northern capitalists* interests began

to diverge from those of the black freed-

men. In 1873, the worst depression in

American history up to that point rav-

aged the American economy, which

halted postwar industrial expansion.

Moreover, a massive strike wave in 1 877,

prominently featuring railway workers

throughout the nation, put the fear of god

into the capitalist class.

In addition, Northern Republicans and

black freedmen answered the crucial

question of what should replace slavery

quite differently. The former slaves gen-

erally wished to carve their own farms

out of the plantations, a move at which

the Northern capitalists balked, as it

would have cut deeply against the notion

of private property in capitalist society

and set what would have been, for the

capitalists, a dangerous precedent.

In this context, the Republicans, the

party of the Northern capitalists, agreed

to a compromise with the Democratic

Party of the racist ex-slaveholders. In

return for the presidency, the GOP agreed

to withdraw the last Union troops from

“Exodus from
Dixie,” drawing by
Robert Minor, June
1923. In early 20th

century, large
numbers of black

people fled the
South for Northern

industrial jobs.

the South, leaving their erstwhile allies to

the tender mercies of racist "Redeemer”
governments and a wave of racist terror.

Meanwhile, the Northern capitalists sent

the troops withdrawn from the South to

bloodily smash the railway strike.

Thus, the birth act of the modern

American capitalist state came with a

simultaneous upsurge in racist terror

and union-busting violence. From 1877

onward, as black people were increas-

ingly drawn into the capitalist economy,

they were also increasingly segregated at

the bottom of society, as Jim Crow segre-

gationist doctrines penetrated American

society North and South. That, in short, is

why black oppression is the bedrock of

American capitalism.

One historian has described the dec-

ades following Reconstruction as the “nadir

Spartacist League
fought to win
1960s black
radicals to

revolutionary
proletarian

perspective.

of race relations” in America, and one can

readily understand why. Blacks were sub-

jected to increasing racist attacks in the

form of assaults on democratic rights like

voting, the rise of Jim Crow segregation

and attacks on their persons in the form of

lynch mobs which eventually would

spread as far north as Duluth, Minnesota.

The story doesn't end with the col-

lapse of Reconstruction, however Gradu-

ally in the late 1800s and more rapidly in

the early 20th century, large numbers of

black people left the South to take indus-

trial jobs in the urban centers of the

North and West, fleeing from the near

peonage of sharecropping, lynch mobs
and the omnipresence of Jim Crow de
jure racism. Black people who moved
North began to be integrated into the

working class, especially in unskilled

jobs, even as they faced pervasive social

discrimination and ghettoization.

The Communist movement in the

United States came with difficulty to

appreciate the strategic importance of the

black population through prodding from

the Comintern. Many blacks were pour-

ing into industrial jobs by the early 20th

century and coming to form an important

part of the working class. The old Social-

ist Party had, at best, subsumed fighting

black oppression into fighting the capital-

ist system as a whole and. at worst, toler-

ated vicious racists within its ranks. That

changed when the Bolsheviks managed to

convince the leaders of the American
party that the black question was a strate-

gic one for the American revolution. In a
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UC Berkeley: Forum on Prison Labor

Progressive Labor Crawls for Nader
In the week preceding the presidential

elections, the Progressive Labor Party

(PL) organized an event at the University

of California at Berkeley called "Prison

Labor Forum and Discussion” in con-

junction with liberal student groups on

campus, including Students for Nader

and the Green Party. One would have

thought that PL, with their omnipresent

slogan, "Fight for Communism." would

at least have pretended to be the radi-

cal voice in this liberal student milieu

by using their hollow red rhetoric to try

to establish themselves as the "commu-
nists” on campus. But instead of a debate

between Naderites and PLers, what took

place was a forum with PL members
crawling on their bellies, shamelessly

courting the Greens and Nader support-

ers to join in their “mass movement.”

PL's presentation was verbatim from

their pamphlet Prison Labor: Fascism

U.S. Style, which is basically a lot of sta-

tistics and numbers, and only in the last 20

seconds did their speaker say, almost in

passing, that we "need to fight for com-
munism. and if you guys want to find out

how to. you should check out PL.” They
barely used their magic word, "fascism”

(which they use to describe almost every-

thing that’s not PL), and appeared no bet-

ter than Angela Davis on a bad day.

Mostly, they explained the rise of prison

labor as something the corporations pres-

sure for in order to compete in the inter-

national market, but left out any mention

that the capitalist state—cops, courts,

prisons and military—is the machinery
for the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie

over the working class and oppressed and
cannot be reformed. That’s how they’re

reaching out to Naderites: on simple

opposition to “corporate greed.”

After PL’s presentation, an SL member
intervened, pointing out that the "anti-

prison labor” movement is designed to be

a liberal facade to reform capitalism:

"Prisons are not new; the only real solu-

tion is the end of capitalism through a

workers revolution.” He also noted that

when it comes to state repression against

gays, PL—which stands in the Stalinist

tradition of revoltingly portraying the

family as the “fighting unit for social-

ism”—has nothing to say in opposition.

A Naderite came to PL’s rescue, defen-

sively complaining that “just because

they don’t defend gays doesn't mean
they’re against them!" This fits well with

Nader’s position that the issues of homo-
sexuality and women’s rights are “go-

nadal politics."

In their paper Challenge. PL wrote that

Nader is trying to “trick people who are

disgusted with aspects of capitalism into

supporting the system” (20 September).

But at the Berkeley event their speaker

said, “We don’t think it’s screwed up to

vote for Nader; we actually agree with

him on some things.” He. and then later

other PLers as well, simply opined that

voting is not enough, that people must
organize to fight against capitalism

—

needless to say, no mention of the work-
ing class or even the phrase "workers rev-

olution." When PL finally got around to

criticizing Nader—only after the repre-

sentative from Students for Nader left the

room—their speaker mentioned Nader’s

nationalism and protectionism, but never

did PL identify Nader with the class he

represents: the bourgeoisie. On the con-

trary, PL’s speaker said Nader should

have told the L.A. transit workers to

strike, and that he’s wrong when he says

the U.S. is the most democratic country

in the world. All of this as though Nader
has a character flaw—not a program
counterposed to the interests of the work-

ing class.

The Spartacus Youth Club understands

that Nader’s real role in the presidential

campaign was to channel voter discontent

right back into bourgeois electoral poli-

tics. The Green Party’s overt goal during

the campaign was to pressure the Demo-
crats into becoming more “progressive.”

even establishing “vote-swapping” deals

among supporters that would allow

Naderites to vote for A1 Gore in hotly

contested states and still have the Green

Party come up strong nationally, to send

a message to the Democrats that its

liberal wing is discontented. The Dem-
ocratic Party is a capitalist party, and

together with the Republicans it governs

the capitalist state and all its murderous

apparatuses specifically to oppress the

working class and keep the bourgeoisie in

power. Unlike PL, the SYC really does

fight for a communist future; our activ-

ities and propaganda are aimed at win-

ning militants to the side of the working
class, understanding that the multiracial

workers party that can lead this revolution

will be built in hard class struggle, not

through the empty rhetoric that is a cover

for PL's reformist politics.

Buchanan, Nader Also Push

Racist Nationalism
The 2000 elections have become President. Mrs. Foster is a membi
plat

llsm.

Nader Keeps Protestors Within

Bosses' Elettoral System
Ralph Nader isn't trying to steal votes from Al Gore Nader is doing whj

Nader Maintains Electoral Dead-End
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For all the left-

sounding criticisms

of Nader that PL
prints, they zipped
their lips in the
presence of Greens
at Berkeley forum
on prison labor.

Black Liberation...
(continuedfrom page 9)

truck with the Democratic Party. But the

Panthers saw the revolutionary class in

society not as the multiracial proletariat,

which alone has the social power to over-

turn capitalism, but as the ghetto lumpen-
proletariat, the chronically unemployed
and the like. Their lack of attachment to

a class with real social power left them as

sitting ducks when the Feds launched
COINTELPRO. which murdered and
framed up countless black militants in the

late 1960s and on into the ’70s. Under the
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pressure of severe government repres-

sion, the Panthers shattered, with many of

their numbers dead or languishing in jail

and with many others, such as Bobby
Seale, finding their way back to the Dem-
ocratic Party.

People like Louis Farrakhan and Khal-

lid Muhammad are more representative of
black nationalism today than the Black

Panthers. Unlike the Panthers, they make
no pretense of being anti-capitalist or in

any sense leftist, and they peddle the most
reactionary ideas about Jews. Asians,

Arabs, homosexuals and others. It is the

goal of such people to exploit their “com-
munities" themselves rather than leave it

to others. Instead of offering a solution to

the problems that black people face, they

offer a combination of religious pallia-

tives, pro-capitalist cheerleading and a

firm dose of hard-edged bigotry. These
people are absolute poison to the struggle

for black equality, and we must oppose
them uncompromisingly.

This country cries out for a revolution-

ary workers party that can weld the

power of labor to the anger of the inner

cities in order to uproot the whole capi-

talist system through socialist revolution.

In struggle, bonds of solidarity and com-
radeship will be forged between white
and black. Not in “sensitivity training,"

but in the common struggle against our
common enemy, white workers will

overcome the backwardness and preju-

dice that this society teaches. When
those who labor rule, we will begin to

build an egalitarian socialist society

where racist terror and oppression, hav-
ing no material basis or purpose any

longer, will be eliminated once and for

all. We want a workers government that

can take the means of production out of

the hands of their greedy, corrupt owners
and create a planned economy which
collectivizes the means of production.

The tremendous wealth of this society, if

expropriated from the hands of the rapa-

cious exploiting class, can provide a

decent life for working people, blacks,

immigrants, the young and the old. To
get there takes revolutionary leadership.

The Spartacist League is the embryo of

the kind of revolutionary workers party

needed to finish the Civil War and open
the road to black freedom through social-

ist revolution. Our program provides the

way forward, but we could certainly use

some youth who are interested in joining

the multiracial working class in the strug-

gle for a socialist America. So if you’re

young, socialist and opposed to all forms

of exploitation, you should look into the

Spartacus Youth Club.*

Spartacus Youth Club Class Series

BERKELEY
Tuesdays, 7 p.m.

November 21: Women's Liberation
Through Socialist Revolution!

U.C. Berkeley, 79 Dwinelle Hall

For information: (510) 839-0851

CHICAGO
The Russian Revolution
and the Bolshevik Party

Saturday, December 9, 3 p.m.
U. of Illinois-Chicago, Circle Center

Room 505, 750 S. Halsted

For information (312) 454-4930

LOS ANGELES

The Russian Revolution

Wednesday, November 29, 7 p.m.
UCLA, Rolfe 3118

For information: (213) 380-8239

NEW YORK CITY

Trotskyism vs. Stalinism:
The Revolution Betrayed

Thursday, November 30, 7 p.m.
Columbia U„ Hamilton Hall, Rm. 302

For information: (212) 267-1025

TORONTO
Capitalist Counterrevolution In the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe
Wednesday, November 29, 7 p.m.

U of T, 33 St. George Street
International Student Centre

For information: (416) 593-4138

VANCOUVER
Capitalist Counterrevolution in the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe
Wednesday, November 15, 6:30 p.m.
SUB, Rm. 21 1 ,

U. of British Columbia
For information: (604) 687-0353
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TWU
Elections...
(continued from page 16)

against the union and $25,000 against

individuals the first day of a strike, with

those fines doubling every day thereafter.

As we wrote in “We Need a Workers

Party!" (WV No. 726,31 December 1999):

"The government's union-busting orders

and the army of cops deployed to enforce

them— flooding the streets and subway
stations and surrounding bus barns and
subway maintenance yards—are a naked
expression of what the capitalist state

is all about: a machinery of repression

against the working class. These cop-
enforced court orders also laid bare the

class nature and commonality of class

interests of the dual parties of capital, the

Democrats and Republicans, in the face

of any challenge by the working class to

the bosses. And they revealed that the

existing leadership of the labor move-
ment serves as labor auxiliaries of and

political police for the capitalist rulers."

The union ranks were angry and defi-

ant in the face of this naked union-

busting, as thousands turned out for mass

meetings on December 14 to vote for

a strike. But James & Co. worked hand

in glove with Giuliani, Spitzer and the

transit bosses to enforce the anti-strike

injunctions; union reps even brought

dozens of NYPD thugs into the meeting

to “protect" them! ND boosted its for-

tunes by portraying themselves as critics

of the James faction’s crude betrayal. But

despite the fact that ND controls key sub-

way divisions and nearly half the Local

100 executive board, "opposition" leader

Tim Schermerhom openly pushed a

defeatist line weeks before the contract

expiration—opposing a strike as long as

the union was under the James leadership.

ND cynically adopted a more militant

posture only after thousands of combative

TWUers turned out for two union rallies

weeks before the contract deadline.

Many transit workers remember that

ND at least challenged the injunctions

in court, while James’ lawyers blocked

with the city administration in a move
to secure a permanent injunction. Out-

side the courtroom, however, ND never

defied—and in fact enforced—these

union-busting diktats. Presiding over the

December 14 meetings, ND let the

injunctions be read—to the boos and

hisses of the ranks. Faced with thousands

of workers demanding strike action, ND
tried to funnel the outrage into an impo-

tent protest outside the union hall, where

hundreds of cops were deployed to “pro-

tect" the executive board. At a protest

march the next day, ND instructed the

several hundred workers present to not

even talk about striking. Seeking to

deflect Giuliani’s redbaiting tirades and

his equation of striking with Marxism.

ND went out of its way to demonstrate its

patriotic loyalty to the bosses, featuring

an American flag on the speaker’s plat-

form at the protest!

Now Melendez, stealing a page from

Giuliani, has resorted to redbaiting ND
leaders associated with socialist groups.

This has long been a favored weapon of

the bosses in attacking labor. The anti-

communist purges carried out by the

pro-imperialist labor tops in the late

1940s and ’50s—the domestic expres-

sion of the Cold War against the Soviet

Union—crippled the unions for decades,

driving out the reds and other militants

who had built the industrial unions and

brought black workers into their ranks.

TWU members have told WV that

in campaigning at transit locations.

Toussaint emphasizes that ND was not for

striking last year but only for extending

the contract deadline, i.e., working under

the terms of the old contract and spitting

on the traditional TWU slogan, “No con-

tract, no work!" This comes as no sur-

prise. Mobilizing for strike action and

appealing to all of NYC labor to back up

the TWU would have meant directly chal-

lenging the very courts ND relies on to

boost its position within the union

bureaucracy. It would also have meant

LAPD Fires Rubber Bullets at Protesters

Fnedman/L.A Times

Los Angeles, October 22: Protest against police terror surrounded by riot

cops, who attacked demonstrators.

We publish below a letter sent by the

Partisan Defense Committee on Octo-

ber 28 to Los Angeles district attorney

Gil Garcetti and chiefofpolice Bernard

Parks.

We protest the potentially deadly

police assault last Sunday against a

demonstration called by the October

22nd Coalition to Stop Police Brutality.

The LAPD unleashed a barrage of rub-

ber bullets into the crowd, hitting one

woman in the eye and injuring a dozen

other people, including an eight-year-

old girl. A journalist videotaping the

police rampage was clubbed by a cop on

horseback and then arrested when he

sought medical attention. Legal observ-

ers were rammed by police motorcycles.

The use of rubber bullets, which can

be lethal at close range, first against pro-

testers outside the Democratic National

Convention in L A. this past summer
and again now. underscores the escalat-

ing repression meted out by this capital-

ist government, evident first and fore-

most in the occupying armies of police

in the ghettos and barrios. It is telling

that protesters carrying portraits of Tyi-

sha Miller and others killed by the

police were met by a hail of rubber bul-

lets. This brutal assault took place as the

city faces multimillion-dollar lawsuits

stemming from the LAPD assassina-

tion, torture and frame-up machine cen-

tered in the Rampart Division.

The pretext for the LAPD rampage
was that protesters sought to march
behind LAPD headquarters, as prear-

ranged with the police. One protester,

who was shot in the leg, said, “All

we were doing was walking and chant-

ing when the cops shot us." Four pro-

testers were arrested on bogus charges,

including one who faces felony charges

for assaulting a police officer. We
demand that all charges be dropped

immediately!

taking on the supposed "friends of labor"

in the capitalist Democratic Party which,

from Spitzer to Hillary Clinton, pushed

the bosses’ union-busting vendetta.

At the time, ND amnestied the Demo-
crats by aiming all its fire against Giu-

liani and saying nothing about Spitzer

and Clinton. More recently, Toussaint

and D A. into the union, miffed only that

the Labor Department wouldn’t push for

indictment.

SA coyly notes at the very end of the

article, "Court suits against the union

and even management are no substitute

for the necessary task of mobilizing the

rank and file to fight " No substitute?

O
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New Directions’

answer to Giuliani

redbaiting was to

prove loyalty to

bosses by waving
stars and stripes at

December 15 rally

last year.
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was a featured speaker at a campaign
meeting for Green Party candidate Ralph

Nader, a small-time capitalist politician

running as a shill for the Democrats.

While screaming over credit card

expenses of a few grand, ND does not

raise a peep about the hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars thrown into the coffers

of the Democratic Party every election

year by the TWU bureaucracy. When it

comes to "corruption,” there is nothing

more corrupt than inviting the capitalists

to meddle in the affairs of the union and

supporting the political parties of the

class enemy! Workers need a party that

fights for their class interests and in

defense of all the oppressed. Break with

the Democrats—Forge a workers party!

Reformist “Socialists" and
Government Intervention

A number of reformist "socialist" out-

fits are backing ND in these elections.

One such group is Socialist Action (SA).

which has a long track record of backing

pro-government “reformers" like ND and

the Teamsters for a Democratic Union

and former Teamsters president Ron
Carey—i.e., labor traitors who have

climbed into union office with the help

of the bosses’ government. In an arti-

cle headlined “TWU Rebels on Verge of

N Y. Union Takeover?" Socialist Action

(October 2000) favorably reports on all

of ND's recent moves to invite the Feds

Bringing the capitalist government into

the unions is counterposed to the very

purpose of union democracy—the open

debate over conflicting strategies in

order for the workers to select a leader-

ship which will fight against the employ-

ers and their state. As Bolshevik revolu-

tionary Leon Trotsky emphasized in a

1940 article. ‘Trade Unions in the Epoch

of Imperialist Decay," under pro-capital-

ist leadership the unions are character-

ized by their "drawing closely to and

growing together with the state power."

The precondition for any real struggle by

the unions is the complete independence

of the labor movement from the capitalist

state.

Running for vice chairman in the Track

Division of Local 100 is Eric Josephson,

a self-described socialist and supporter of

the League for a Revolutionary Party

(LRP) who claims to have a "program of

militant mass struggle." But Josephson's

program does not offer a class-struggle

alternative to James/Melendez or New
Directions, and he does not merit a vote

from TWU members. In a 19 October

leaflet titled "TWU Elections Can Show
Way to Mass Fightback," Josephson quite

correctly says that "the program which
ND is really enthusiastic about is, of
course, filing lawsuits.” Then he says,

vote for them anyway: “Despite our dif-

ferences with ND. we stand with our co-

workers’ desire for a new Local leader-

ship. We will support ND against the

Hall/James crew"

Josephson’s election flyer calls for

organizing “workfare" workers and to

"mobilize for the fight against police bru-

tality and other racist attacks," though

there is not a word on the broader fight

against the racist oppression which is

rooted in the American capitalist system.

The LRP cadre were earlier leaders of

an organization (Revolutionary Socialist

League) that opposed busing for school

integration in Boston in 1974. Last year,

the LRP sneeringly dismissed the mass

labor/black mobilization initialed by the

Partisan Defense Committee on October

23 which brought out up to 10,000 trade

unionists, black people and others to ride

the KKK out of NYC. At the same time,

they boosted as “the genuine anti-Klan

action on October 23" a rally of “toler-

ance" for the KKK organized by the state

Democratic Party machine which offered

to share a sound permit with the racist

killers and was aimed at spiking the anti-

Klan mobilization.

In providing a left cover for pro-cap-

italist "oppositions" like ND which are

nothing but a new layer of slicker labor

fakers, opportunists like SA and the LRP
strengthen the hold of the Democratic

Party on working people. The LRP itself

has repeatedly crossed the class line

internationally by refusing to defend the

Soviet Union or today China, Cuba and
other bureaucratically deformed workers

states against imperialism and the threat

of capitalist counterrevolution.

Transit workers need a class-struggle

leadership that would seek to not only

lead its own membership against "work-

fare" slave labor and other racist, anti-

union attacks but to mobilize the power
of the union to fight on behalf of the

unorganized and all minorities, initiat-

ing aggressive organizing drives and
demanding that "workfare" recipients

receive union wages with full union pro-

tection and benefits. There needs to be

a fight for jobs for all and for union

control of hiring and training programs

to fight discrimination against black,

Latino, immigrant and women workers.

The union should be in the forefront of

organizing mass protests against the epi-

demic of cop terror in the ghettos and

barrios that accompanies the racist cut-

backs. What's needed is a multiracial

revolutionary workers party that will

mobilize the unions as fighting battalions

for the working class and all the

oppressed and lead the struggle for

socialist revolution right here in the bas-

tion of world imperialism.
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L.A. transit

workers strike rally

in September.
Labor tops, Jesse
Jackson brought
popular strike to

an end in service
of Gore campaign.

Elections...
(continuedfrom page 1)

who earned his respectable fortune run-

ning booze during Prohibition, offered

Nixon at the private meeting they had

shortly before Nixon conceded.)

Dowd’s editors at the Tunes, authorita-

tive mouthpiece for the American capi-

talist class, were not so amused. In its

editorial the day of her column, the tra-

ditionally pro-Democratic Times urged

Gore to back down: "This is a time for

both presidential candidates, their advis-

ers and their parties to proceed with

extreme caution—a caution merited by

the danger that events could lurch sud-

denly toward political or constitutional

crisis. The tradition of regular, reliable

elections and orderly transition of power

is one of the glories of American democ-
racy " The next day’s editorial repeated

the message in stronger terms. A head-

line in the Times (9 November) Business

section declared: "Wall Street Wants a

Winner: Be It Bush or Gore.”

With profits in the "boom economy”
starting to get shaky and with the poli-

cies of the dual parlies of capital virtually

indistinguishable, Wall Street does not

much care which gang of politicians runs

the government. Cheering on the biparti-

san gridlock in Washington, one invest-

ment banker said: ’The background eco-

nomics remain superb, and if you want to

keep those unmolested, this political out-

come is the best that you could have.” But

particularly coming less than two years

after the Clinton impeachment nearly

provoked a constitutional crisis, the last

thing the bourgeoisie wants is a pro-

tracted wrangle that might damage the

crown jewels of American “democracy”:

the two-party system and an orderly suc-

cession to the imperial presidency.

Nor does such indecision help the

standing and image abroad of the “world’s

only superpower." Hysterical liberals in

the U.S. invoked the U.S.-financed "pro-

democracy movement” that ousted Ser-

bia’s Milosevic in promoting the cam-
paign against Bush. How about if Serbia

had tried to buy the American elections

lock, stock and barrel? Or as one Italian

newspaper put it, why not send in Iraqi

officials to supervise the recount in

Florida?

AFL-CIO Tops: Labor Lackeys
of the Capitalists

That Gore ended up running neck and
neck with Bush after trailing in the opin-

ion polls by double-digit figures a few
months ago was in good part because of
the massive effort by the AFL-CIO lead-

ership and black Democrats like Jesse

Jackson to deliver the labor and black
vote. Both labor and blacks have gotten

nothing but the shaft from Clinton and
could expect nothing more from Gore.
But the AFL-CIO tops poured more than

$56 million in union members’ dues into

the Gore campaign—on top of the many
thousands of man-hours for canvassing,

postering and phone banks—while seek-

ing to squelch any labor struggle that

might jeopardize the Democrats’ elec-

toral prospects.

When 47,000 Los Angeles county
workers in SEIU service employees
union Local 660 walked out last month.

coinciding with a popular month-long

strike by city transit workers, the Democ-
rats and their allies in the labor bureau-

cracy had it called off after one day. Jack-

son then rushed to L.A. to preach the

virtues of “reconciliation” with manage-

ment and help get the transit workers

back on the job.

Gore was able to gamer some 90 per-

cent of black votes primarily because of

widespread fear that under the Republi-

cans things would be even worse. Yet the

Clinton/Gore administration, no less than

the Republican administrations that pre-

ceded it, represented the raw face of racist

reaction, from the elimination of welfare

and intensified police terror in the ghettos

and barrios to the increase in legal lynch-

ing. The mass civil rights movement of

the 1950s and ’60s eliminated the poll tax

and Jim Crow segregation in the South

and won basic democratic rights for black

people such as the right to vote. But the

present conflict over the election results

in Florida has highlighted that in large

parts of the South—and not only there

—

many blacks are still effectively pre-

vented from voting.

Whipping up racial and ethnic hatred

has long served the capitalist rulers by

obscuring the irreconcilable class divide

between labor and capital. Once sup-

plying a "reserve army of labor” to be

employed when the bosses need them, the

ghetto poor have largely been discarded

by a ruling class that no longer needs

their labor power. But just as the forcible

subjugation and segregation of the black

population at the bottom of this society is

an essential foundation stone of American
capitalism, it is also its Achilles’ heel.

Black workers remain a significant com-
ponent of organized labor, integrated into

strategic sections of the proletariat in

whose hands lies the power to break the

chains of capitalist exploitation and racist

oppression. The road to black freedom
lies in the smashing of the capitalist sys-

tem in which black oppression is rooted.

As opposed to the dead end of support

to “lesser evil” Democrats, we stand on
the perspective of revolutionary integra-

tionism, fighting against every instance

of discrimination and for the full integra-

tion of black people into an egalitarian

socialist society. What stands in the way
of unleashing the power of the American
proletariat is backward consciousness

—

most profoundly the deep racism rooted

in the oppression of the black masses

—

and a thin, brittle layer of corrupt, pro-

capitalist union bureaucrats. The AFL-
CIO tops do nothing to oppose the

savage attacks on the poor, blacks and

immigrants. For the unions to become
fighting organizations in defense of the

interests of all the working people, these

labor lieutenants of the capitalist class

must be replaced with a class-struggle

leadership.

Reagan Republicans and
“New Democrats”

Reagan’s smashing of the PATCO air

traffic controllers union in 1981, shortly

after taking office, ushered in almost two
decades of defeats for the labor move-
ment, defeats for which the treachery of

the AFL-CIO bureaucracy was in large

measure responsible. However, while the

number of strikes in recent years stands

at an all-time low, those that have taken

place have been both broadly popular

and have resulted in economic gains for

the workers—from UPS in 1997 and GM
Flint a year later to Verizon and L.A.

transit this past summer.

There have also been mass black pro-

tests in the South, for example, against

the Confederate flag in Charleston, South
Carolina in January and in defense of

affirmative action in Tallahassee, Florida

in the spring. Furthermore, a new gener-

ation of left-liberal student youth have

taken to the streets protesting the ravages

of “free market" capitalism around the

globe, which they identify with institu-

tions like the International Monetary
Fund and World Trade Organization.

However, these protests have been chan-
neled by their organizers into support for

the Democratic Party or its “left” auxil-

iary, Nader’s Green Party.

Another aspect of the breakup of the

Reagan era is the so-called “centrist con-
vergence" of the Democrats and Republi-
cans. The main reason the presidential

vote was so close is that both Gore and
Bush were competing to occupy the same
space at the center of the bourgeois polit-

ical spectrum. In the previous two presi-

dential elections, the Democrats’ strategy

was centered on winning back the “Rea-
gan Democrats”—Southern whites and
white ethnic constituencies in the North
which had defected to the Republicans as
part of a racist backlash against the min-
imal gains achieved by blacks in the

1960s. Having been trounced by Ronald

Reagan and defeated by George Bush

in the 1980s, the Democrats presented a

slate eight years ago composed of two

Southerners, Clinton and Gore, to win

back the White House by making overt

appeals to racism and deliberately dis-

tancing themselves from labor.

In the present election, "New Dem-
ocrat" Gore could not be effectively

attacked by the Republicans as beholden

to “special interests,” i.e., labor and

blacks, since he manifestly was not.

And to drive the point home. Gore selec-

ted as his running mate Connecticut Sen-

ator Joseph Liebennan, who stridently

attacked Clinton over a consensual sexual

affair, opposes affirmative action and sup-

ports reactionary school voucher pro-

grams. For his part. Bush has sought to

present himself as a "moderate” or “cen-

trist” somewhat removed from the Chris-

tian fundamentalist right wing of the

Republican Party.

Nonetheless, the Texas governor stands

for the same reactionary social program
although presented in a slicker way. A
Bush presidency would certainly pose a

threat to the right to abortion. In many
parts of the country, abortion has become
virtually unavailable because of the

forced closings of abortion clinics as

well as the murder and intimidation of

doctors. The de facto suppression of the

right to abortion has continued unabated
under Clinton, whose “pro-choice” stand

won him the women’s vote and the

White House. Nonetheless, the abolition

of legal abortion would be a huge defeat.

Wealthy women can always fly off to

London for an abortion, but not those

who are “barefoot and pregnant.” We
fight for free abortion on demand as part

of free, quality health care for all.

In an article titled “God’s Country” in

the New York Review of Books (2 Novem-
ber), liberal writer Joan Didion pointed

out that Bush retains close ties to the

Christian fundamentalist camp, par-

ticularly through an adviser named Mar-
vin Olasky. Olasky authored the book
Compassionate Conservatism, whose
title Bush adopted as his campaign
theme, which calls for replacing govern-
ment social programs by religious charity

outfits. Bush asserts, “Sometimes our
greatest hope is not found in reform. It is

found in redemption.” When Bush told

the Austin American-Statesman in 1993
that those who do not believe in Christ

will go to hell, Olasky later explained:

“Jews don't believe in Christ; therefore,

Jews don’t go to heaven." These are the

types Liebennan promotes when he

demands a more central role for religion

in American public life.

For his part. Gore declared, “Freedom
of religion does not mean freedom from
religion," while Lieberman invoked god
13 times in 90 seconds of his nomina-
tion acceptance speech. These flagrant

appeals to religion were somewhat toned

down later in the campaign. While the

U.S. stands far above any other advanced
capitalist country in being permeated
with religion and mysticism, there is also

strong sentiment within the population

against further religious intrusion into

public and private life. Thus, there was
overwhelming opposition to the drive to

impeach Clinton as people saw the dan-
ger of the long arm Of the “sex police”

extending into their bedrooms. In the
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elections, well-financed ballot initiatives

in California and Michigan in favor of

school voucher programs—an attack on

public education and on the principle of

separation of church and state—were

defeated by two-to-one majorities. Also,

a number of propositions aimed at curb-

ing the “war on drugs” were passed,

notably one in California against prison

terms for minor drug possession charges.

The Fraud of
American “Democracy”

Since the initial returns showing Gore

as the likely winner of the popular vote

and Bush the likely winner of the elec-

toral vote—and thus of the presidency

—

there has been a hue and cry by some

Democrats to do away with the Electoral

College. In her first political pronounce-

ment after winning a New York Senate

seat, Hillary Clinton vowed to sponsor

a constitutional amendment to abolish

it. Likewise agitating for its abolition

is the social-democratic ISO. As its lib-

eral audience lashes out at the Green can-

didate and his supporters for likely blow-

ing Gore's chances, the ISO squirms,

“Nader Isn’t to Blame" (Socialist Worker,

10 November). Having backed this capi-

talist politician whose aim was to prod

the Democratic Party in a slightly more

liberal direction, the ISO now even more

openly embraces the Democratic Party.

Had Bush won the popular vote and Gore

the Electoral College—and that was cer-

tainly possible—the liberal Democrats

and their reformist hangers-on would def-

initely not be screaming for its abolition.

As defenders of democratic rights.

Marxists of course favor direct popular

vote as against the Electoral College, just

as we favor proportional representation,

whereby political parties would be repre-

sented in Congress in relation to their

strength among the voters, as is the case

in many parliamentary democracies. But

this does not mean they are any less the

dictatorship of capital. With its appeals

for “true democracy,” what the ISO seeks

to do is prettify and reform the American

capitalist state. As we note in the newly

published Programmatic Statement of

the Spartacist League/U.S.: “Structural

bonapartism (the ‘imperial presidency’)

is built into American democracy.”

Against the illusions promoted by the

ISO and other opportunists that this

"democratic" state can be pressured into

acting in the interests of workers and the

oppressed, we uphold the Marxist under-

standing elaborated in the 1938 founding

Declaration of Principles of the then-

Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party:

“The belief that in such a country as the

United States we live in a free, demo-

cratic society, in which fundamental eco-

nomic change can be effected by persua-

sion, by education, by legal and purely

parliamentary methods, is an illusion In

the United States, as in all capitalist

nations, we live, in actuality, under a

capitalist dictatorship; and the possibili-

ties for purely legal and constitutional

change are therefore limited to those

which fall within the framework of capi-

talist property and social relations....

“Since the capitalist state is the political

instrument of capitalist dictatorship, and

since the workers can carry out socializa-

tion only through the conquest and main-

tenance of political power, the workers

must, as the necessary political phase of

the change of ownership and control ol

the productive mechanism, take control

of stale power through the overthrow of

the capitalist state and the transfer of sov-

ereignty from it to their own workers’

state—the dictatorship of the proletariat."

Whether the government is Democratic

or Republican, or liberal or fascist, the

capitalist state it administers remains a

dictatorship of the bourgeoisie over the

proletariat.

From the Supreme Court and the Sen-

ate to the Electoral College and the very

office of the imperial presidency, which

has appropriated much of the power

originally accorded to Congress, the U.S.

government is stacked with provisions

designed to protect the ruling class

against the masses. An op-ed piece on

the Electoral College by Yale law profes-

sor Akhil Reed Amar in the New York

Times (9 November) noted: "The college

was designed at the founding of the

country to help one group—white South-

ern males." At the Constitutional Con-

vention in 1787, the slaveholding states

demanded that their share of electoral

votes be based on the number of resi-

dents with citizenship rights plus the

number of slaves, who had no rights and

were deemed to be chattel. Accordingly,

slaves were each considered as three-

fifths of a person for the purpose of

apportioning electors. Under this system,

a state like Virginia with its small voting

population emerged with more than a

quarter of the electors needed to choose a

president. It took the Civil War to smash

the slave system and extend the rights of

citizenship to black males.

In the face of KKK lynch mob terror

against the black freedmen in the South,

the withdrawal of the last Union troops in

1877 sealed the defeat of Radical Recon-

struction. That betrayal of the aspirations

of the black freedmen issued from the

1876 presidential elections, which threw

the bourgeoisie into a political crisis.

With a close election between Republi-

can Rutherford B. Hayes and Democrat

Samuel J. Tilden, Congress set up an

electoral commission which eventually

gave Hayes 185 electoral votes, including

those in dispute in a number of South-

ern states, to 184 for Tilden. In return,

the Republicans, representing Northern

industrialists, promised to remove the last

remaining Union troops in Louisiana and

South Carolina and to revive the former

slaveholders by providing financial assis-

tance to rebuild the shattered Southern

economy.

The Compromise of 1 877 was a prel-

ude to the emergence of American

imperialism, marked particularly by the

1898 Spanish-American War (in which

the U.S. acquired its first colonial pos-

sessions). With it came the colonialist

“White Man's Burden” taken over from

declining British imperialism and the

“Great White Fleet" which sailed the

world to flaunt American might. This

was accompanied by Jim Crow segrega-

tion in the South, enforced by state and

KKK race-terror, as voting rights

—

among many other things—were basi-

cally eliminated for black people. With

the rise of the U.S. as a major world

power came the strengthening of the

imperial presidency, as America’s rulers

could no longer have their wars and mili-

tary adventures held up by the bother of

seeking Congressional approval. This

has been demonstrated in recent years in

the ongoing terror bombing of Iraq,

which nobody has thought might require

a declaration of war!

For Socialist Revolution!

The working class should strive to

seize on even momentary divisions and

confusion within the ruling class to press

forward the class struggle to its advan-

tage. The Gore-Bush feud is at this point

more like a tempest in a teapot than a

political crisis for the bourgeoisie. But it

speaks to the class loyalties of the AFL-

CIO misleaders that their principal con-

cern is to maintain and refurbish illusions

in capitalist “democracy" and ensure that

a Democrat continues to be Commander

in Chief of U.S. imperialism. The labor

bureaucracy’s support to the Democratic

Party as a “lesser evil” is the political

expression of its all-sided program of

class collaboration. As strike after strike

has demonstrated, the militancy of the

base stands in direct contradiction to the

treachery of the tops.

Reflecting the absence of political

class consciousness in the American pro-

letariat, the U.S. is the only industrial

country in the world where the workers

have not had their own independent polit-

ical party, reflecting in some way, even on

a reformist basis, the conflicting interests

of labor versus capital. The Spartacist

League fights to forge a revolutionary

workers party, not a vehicle for bourgeois

electoralism but a party based on the

Marxist understanding that the capitalist

profit system must be rooted out and

replaced by a workers government.

A genuine workers party would base its

strategy on the mass mobilization of the

workers in struggle, for their interests and

in defense of all the oppressed. A micro-

cosm of such a workers party in action

was seen on the streets of New York City

on 23 October 1999, when the Parti-

san Defense Committee and Spartacist

League brought out up to 10,000 trade

unionists, blacks, Hispanics, gays and

others behind the call: Stop the KKK!
Here was a demonstration of the social

power of the multiracial working class,

standing at the head of all those the KJan

has lined up in its sights and acting inde-

pendently of the government and parties

of the capitalist class. True to its class, the

Democratic Party, acting in concert with

the courts and the city administration of

Republican mayor Rudolph Giuliani and

with the avid support of the reformist

ISO, tried to spike that labor/black mobi-

lization, offering even to share a sound

permit with the KKK killers. But the

Democrats failed to deter the thousands

who drove out the KKK.
The political battle required to build

that mobilization in the face of fierce

opposition from the state agencies and

parties of the capitalists contains impor-

tant lessons for all those who want to

struggle against union-busting, racist

oppression, poverty, homelessness, war

and all the other hideous expressions of

a system rooted in exploitation. Central

is that the capitalist state is not neutral. It

is the instrument for organized violence

to ensure the rule of one class—the

capitalists—over another class, the prole-

tariat. The bourgeois state at its core con-

sists of special armed bodies of men—
the cops, the military, the prison system

and the whole "justice” system—whose

job is to protect the profits and rule of

the capitalists and to repress the workers.

All historical experience has shown that

the working class cannot reform this

state and use it in its own interests but

must create its own state, a workers state.

The revolutionary fight for proletarian

state power is the only road to black

freedom and the emancipation of labor

and all the oppressed.*

Spartacist^Q Forum

Chinese Workers Revolt Against “Market Reforms”

Defend the Gains of the Chinese Revolution!

For Unconditional Military Defense of China Against

Imperialism and Capitalist Counterrevolution!

For Proletarian Political Revolution to Oust the Stalinist Bureaucracy!

Speaker: Bruce Andre, Workers Vanguard Editorial Board

Saturday, November 18, 3 p.m.

Harvard University, Science Center Lecture Hall E

For more information: call (617) 666-9453BOSTON

i BlWHD S

itmi
mu

“Blacks and
Jews for

Buchanan”.. .not!

November 9 West
Palm Beach rally

of incensed
Democratic voters.
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Der Spiegel John Sadovy
Military officer Pal Maleter sided with pro-socialist insurgent workers in 1956
Hungarian Revolution. Demonstrators carry Hungarian flag with Communist
symbol cut out. Trotskyist leadership, combatting nationalist and parliamen-
tary illusions, was needed to lead workers councils to power.

IG...
(continuedfrom page 6)

maintains that the Stalinist regimes are

committed to the defense of proletarian

property forms—a notion clearly refuted

by events themselves in 1989-92. Try-

ing to use Trotsky to buttress its anti-

Trotskyist argument, the IG's August
Web posting quotes from the 1933 article

“The Class Nature of the Soviet State,"

which notes that "the bureaucracy is

indissolubly bound up with a ruling eco-

nomic class”—i.e., the proletariat—and
continues:

"Whether we take the variant of further

successes of the Soviet regime or, con-
trariwise. the variant of its collapse, the

bureaucracy in either case turns out to be
not an independent class but an excres-

cence upon the proletariat. A tumor can
grow to tremendous size and even stran-

gle the living organism, but a tumor can
never become an independent organism.”

But here Trotsky directly refutes the IG:

It was the bureaucratic “tumor” that

strangled the Soviet workers state after

decades of conciliating imperialism.

The IG goes on to cite Trotsky’s

description of the dual role of the Stalin-

ist apparatus: “It defends the proletarian

dictatorship with its own methods, but

these methods are such as facilitate the

victory of the enemy tomorrow. Whoever
fails to understand this dual role of Sta-

linism in the USSR has understood noth-

ing." Precisely. In response to imperialist

Cold War in the late 1940s, the Kremlin
bureaucracy overturned capitalist rule

from above in part of East Europe occu-
pied by the Red Army in the aftermath of

World War II. In Yugoslavia, and a few
years later in China, such overturns came
as indigenous Stalinist-led peasant-based

forces emerged victorious in civil wars
in exceptional historical circumstances,
i.e., the extreme weakness of the capital-

ist class and the absence of the proletar-

New York Times
Chilean Socialist president Salvador
Allende as military coup topples
popular-front government, Septem-
ber 1973. ‘‘Constitutional'’ officers
invited into Allende's cabinet went
on to slaughter tens of thousands of
workers, leftists.

iat contending in its own right for social

power. In all these cases, what emerged
were deformed workers states based
from their inception on excluding the

proletariat from political power.

The overturns carried out by the Soviet
bureaucracy in East Europe were effected
not in pursuit of the interests of the inter-

national proletariat but in defense of
bureaucratic caste rule in the USSR in the
face of the implacable opposition of
world imperialism. To maintain his war-
time alliance with the "democratic" impe-
rialists, Stalin ordered the disarming of
the revolutionary-minded working class
in Italy after the war and strangled the

anti-capitalist revolution in Greece. As
late as 1952, Stalin was prepared to sac-
rifice the DDR, offering up the prospect
of a “neutral" reunified Germany in order
to appease the U.S.-led NATO powers. In

1955, the Kremlin ordered the withdrawal
of Soviet troops from Austria in a vain
effort to curry imperialist favor.
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Military defense of the degenerated/
deformed workers states against imperi-

alism. premised on the understanding that

the collectivized property forms are the

social foundation for a further develop-

ment toward socialism, is a critical com-
ponent of the program of ^orld socialist

revolution. This does not mean—and is in

fact counterposed to—any political sup-

port to the Stalinists, whose class collab-

oration and conciliation of imperialism

lead to the disarming of the forces of
working-class revolution. Plainly stated,

such political support is a betrayal of
world proletarian revolution. It is pre-

cisely the crucial distinction between mil-

itary defense and political support that the

IG papers over.

We hailed the intervention of the

Soviet Army into Afghanistan in 1979
and militarily supported the Polish bu-

reaucracy’s suppression of Solidarno&f
counterrevolutionary bid for power two
years later. The Soviet troops who went
into Afghanistan believed that they were
fulfilling their internationalist duty. Cut-
ting against the grain of "socialism in one
country," this intervention provided a

potential lever for a political revolution

to oust the nationalist Moscow bureauc-
racy. At the same time, we warned from
the outset that the Stalinist bureaucracy
was perfectly capable of cutting a deal
with the imperialists and pulling out of
Afghanistan. And in Poland, we sharply

denounced the Stalinist regime for driv-

ing part of the working class into the arms
of anti-Soviet clerical reaction, underlin-

ing the urgency of proletarian political

revolution.

Marxist Clarity vs.
Centrist Confusion

The IG's incantation that the Stalin-

ists cannot "lead the counterrevolution”

because they constitute a caste and not a

class is a political amnesty for these

treacherous sellouts. In Germany, there

was a powerful imperialist class in the

West; in the case of China, there exists

an overseas bourgeoisie which is a ruling

class in waiting; but in the USSR, there

was no capitalist class. It is a lying cover
for the Stalinists to say, as does the IG in

its 1998 article, that “it was Washington’s
man Yeltsin, in constant contact with U.S.

president Bush, at the head of elements
that had split from the Stalinist bureauc-
racy. who seized power in August 1991
and proceeded to destroy the Soviet
Union." To say that Yeltsin “split from the

bureaucracy” is to disappear the fact that

the bureaucracy as a whole underwent a
terminal collapse in this period. Yeltsin

was still a leader of the tattered Commu-
nist Party when he became head of the

Russian Federation in May 1990.

Indeed, as late as 1995, more than

75 percent of the leaders of capitalist

Russia's regional and national govern-
ments were former members of the Soviet
nomenklatura (ruling stratum) and 61
percent of the new mafia-capitalist ruling

class had its origins in that stratum. In

several East European countries, notably
Albania, Bulgaria and Rumania, capital-

ist restoration was effected under the

leadership of the various Communist par-

ties in the absence of "market reforms"

and of any immediate imperialist military

threat.

In China today, insofar as it is push-

ing market-oriented “reforms," concilia-

tion of imperialism and repression of
workers’ struggles, the bureaucracy is

leading the drive for capitalist restoration.

Top elements of the bureaucracy and their

offspring have entered into partnerships

with American. Japanese and European
capital, or with the Chinese bourgeoisie

which was not destroyed as a class by
the 1949 Revolution but was able to keep
its cohesion by fleeing the mainland. At
the same time, there is a crucial differ-

ence between the act of counterrevolution
itself and the lead-up to it. In that sense,

the Beijing regime is not committed to

capitalist restoration and sectors of it

might balk at the consequences, particu-

larly in fear of the kind of devastation

wreaked on the industrial and military

power of the former Soviet Union and, in

some cases, because of genuine concern
for the current and future plight of the

workers and peasants.

In Cuba, under direct, relentless pres-

sure from Washington, including an
American economic embargo, the Castro
regime retains at least verbal opposition
to U.S. imperialism. At the same time,

bereft of the economic lifeline formerly
provided by the Soviet Union, the Cuban
Stalinists have adopted some “free mar-
ket” measures and have encouraged sig-

nificant and growing investment from
Canadian and West European corpora-
tions, particularly in the tourist industry.

In 1993, they also legalized the use of the

American dollar, essentially allowing the
creation of a parallel dollar economy

—

a huge concession to counterrevolution-
ary forces. Yet in reporting on a trip

to Cuba immediately after this measure
was adopted, Norden and his companion
Stamberg crowed that “the Cuban Revo-
lution is going to make it." This fatuous
assertion makes light of such dangerous
measures and can only reinforce illusions
in "socialism on one island," obscuring
the crucial necessity to link defense of
Cuba with the fight for proletarian revo-
lution in the U.S. imperialist “belly of the
beast.”

The 1956 Hungarian Revolution
During one internal ICL discussion on

Germany in 1995, Norden claimed that
we had looked for a "Reiss faction"
in the DDR in 1989-90. He was referring
to those like Ignace Reiss (Poretsky).
a Polish Communist who had a high-
ranking position in the Soviet intel-
ligence apparatus. In publicly adher-
ing to Trotsky’s struggle against the
Stalinist bureaucracy in the late 1930s,
Reiss represented the potential for a
communist opposition to Stalin within
the cadres of the Soviet state. In
a November 1995 document titled “A
Reply to the German Question.” Norden
wrote. “I raised the ‘Reiss faction’—

a

reference to Trotsky’s point that the

bureaucracy, due to its dual nature, will

split under the impact of a political revo-

lution—in order to make the point, in

particular regarding the Communist Plat-

form, that there was no such section of
the bureaucracy in the DDR" Norden

continued, "But the question of whether

there was a ‘Reiss faction’ was not some
kind of irrelevant or deviant issue that I

invented. We didn’t ignore the SED, the

party of the East German bureaucracy

and throw all its members into one bag.”

So the ICL supposedly hunted for a

"Reiss faction” only to come up empty-

handed. This may have been Norden’s

idea in Germany, but it wasn’t the ICL’s.

As comrade Joseph Seymour explained

in a December 1995 internal document,

"On Trotsky's Concept of a ‘Reiss

Faction’ in the Soviet Bureaucracy"

(reprinted in Spartacist [English-language

edition] No. 55. Autumn 1999), Ignace

Reiss represented a section of the Soviet

bureaucracy in the 1930s which had expe-

rience in the pre- 1917 revolutionary

movement and had been involved in the

Trotskyist or other oppositions to the Sta-

lin faction during the 1920s. For Trotsky

"a Reiss faction meant a genuinely com-
munist opposition made up of seasoned

cadres who understood and adhered to the

principles of Bolshevism. In this sense

the potential for a Reiss faction was spe-

cific to the Soviet Union in the 1930s. It

is not a trans-historic concept applicable

to all Stalinist bureaucracies in all times

and places. There are no Chinese Ignace

Reisses in Beijing today or Cuban Ignace

Reisses in Havana. There are confused
left Stalinists, yes. but not high-level

functionaries who share our communist
program.”

It is precisely because the IG sees

such confused left Stalinists as an instru-

ment for political revolution that they

“seek where possible to split sections

of the bureaucracy." This statement in

their 1998 article goes on to say: “This
occurred in Hungary in 1956, for exam-
ple, where the head of the army (Pal

Maleter) and the head of the Budapest
police (Sandor Kopacsi) went over to the

insurgents." The passage also describes a
similar development during the 1989
Tiananmen upheaval in China

—

which
led to an incipient political revolution

—

when army units initially refused to sup-
press the mass protests in Beijing.

The Stalinist bureaucracy in Hungary
shattered under the impact of the work-
ers political revolution. The events in

Hungary and Tiananmen Square point to

the heterogeneity of the bureaucratic

caste, which, lacking a class basis, can
fracture in times of crisis. But those ele-

ments of the bureaucracy that sided with
the workers did not by that token embrace
the Trotskyist program. Pal Maleter and
Sandor Kopacsi were heroic individuals

who had fought as Communist partisans

against Nazi occupation forces in World
War II and were personally opposed to

capitalist restoration. They remained,
nevertheless, within the framework of
Stalinist nationalism and “peaceful coex-
istence" with the imperialist world order.

Thus, Maleter served as minister of
defense in the government of "liberal"

Stalinist reformer Imre Nagy, which was
catapulted to power by the revolution

and soon overthrown by a Soviet military

intervention that suppressed the revolu-

tion. The Nagy regime called for disarm-
ing the insurgent workers, appealed for

United Nations intervention against the

threat of Soviet military suppression and
stood for parliamentary elections open
to bourgeois parties. With the peasantry,

largely under the sway of the Catholic
church, constituting the majority of the

Hungarian population, "free elections"
would likely have resulted in a capitalist-

restorationist government.

In their mass, the Hungarian workers
were pro-socialist and the workers coun-
cils that sprang up moved against fascist

elements and other reactionary forces;

at the same time, many were infected

with anti-Soviet nationalism and had illu-

sions in "Western-style democracy." The
establishment of a revolutionary regime
based on the power of the workers coun-
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cils required the leadership of a Leninist-

Trotskyist party which would have fought

against bourgeois-democratic and nation-

alist illusions among the workers and

those who promoted them, including the

“left” Stalinists. In the course of such

political struggle, elements like Maleter

might well have been won to the Trot-

skyist program.

Pabloism of the
Second Mobilization

The IG’s search for a wing of the Stalin-

ist bureaucracy to act as a surrogate for a

Trotskyist leadership is a throwback to

the revisionism of Michel Pablo's Inter-

national Secretariat in the 1950s, which

led to the destruction of the Trotskyist

Fourth International. When Imre Nagy’s

Polish counterpart, Wladyslaw Gomulka,

came to power there a few months later

in what was called the “Polish October,”

successfully diverting a workers rising,

the Pabloites hailed “the leadership role

played by the Gomulka tendency. ..a cen-

trist tendency nonetheless moving to the

left" (Quatrikme Internationale ,
Decem-

ber 1956). At the head of the Stalinist

regime, the "centrist" Gomulka soon

moved to implement his program, making

huge concessions to the freeholding peas-

antry and to the Catholic church and thus

setting in motion the forces which would

lead to SolidarnoSd counterrevolution

three decades later.

Despairing of the possibility of build-

ing Trotskyist parties in a “new world

reality" where Stalinist-led social over-

turns had created deformed workers

states in East Europe, Pablo declared

that the Stalinists could "roughly out-

line” a "revolutionary orientation.” The
Pabloites’ conclusion was to abandon

the necessity of the independent mobi-

lization of the proletariat under revolu-

tionary leadership, liquidating their

forces into Stalinist and, at times, social-

democratic parties with the aim of prod-

ding these reformists to the left. The

Pabloites went on to liquidate into all

manner of alien class formations, and

were inexorably drawn to the "demo-

cratic” forces of capitalist counterrevolu-

tion, becoming cheerleaders for the likes

of Solidamo^d and Yeltsin.

We have aptly described Norden & Co.

as “Pabloites of the second mobiliza-

tion"—with one significant difference.

While the Pabloites were, at least, re-

sponding to successful overturns of the

capitalist order, the IG amnesties the Sta-

linist bureaucrats who presided over his-

toric defeats for the working class. Capi-

talist counterrevolution in the Soviet

Union and East Europe ushered in a his-

toric retrogression in the political con-

sciousness of the proletariat internation-

ally, though not evenly or uniformly,

marked by a revival of petty-bourgeois

anarchism and even mysticism particu-

larly among youth. Today, even most sub-

jective leftists view as rather esoteric the

idea that a proletarian revolution, like that

successfully pursued by Lenin’s Bol-

shevik Party in Russia in 1917, is the key

to the liberation of mankind. This does

not at all rule out mass, militant struggles

by the workers or other oppressed layers.

The only way in which the regression in

consciousness can be overcome and the

working class can become a class for

itself, i.e., fighting for socialist revolution

internationally, is to reforge the Trotskyist

Fourth International as the leadership of

the working class, once again winning the

allegiance of the proletariat to the banner

of Marxism.

As we wrote in a document of the ICL
International Executive Committee a few

months before the defection of Norden &
Co.: “Failure to recognize the period we
are in and the necessary relationship of

our small revolutionary vanguard to

the proletariat, and the absence of the

Soviet Union as an active and defining

factor in politics, have led to disorien-

tation and appetite to follow alien politi-

cal programs and forces” (reprinted in

“Norden’s ‘Group’: Shamefaced Defec-

tors from Trotskyism”).

This was what happened to the Nor-

denites who, refusing to accept the les-

sons of these defeats, embarked on an

opportunist course of promoting the illu-

sion that the very PDS which had sold

out the DDR would lead “mass resis-

tance” against the ravages of Anschluss.

Norden’s fantasy of "mass resistance" in

the immediate wake of counterrevolution

negated the critical factor of conscious-

ness which only a Leninist vanguard

could introduce. Imbibing deeply from

the wellsprings of capitalist counterrevo-

lution, these elements fled the ICL and

the struggle to build a world Trotskyist

vanguard party.

Incarnated as the IG, they have sought

instead to bloc with any number of anti-

proletarian, anti-revolutionary forces, from

Latin American nationalists to trade-

union opportunists in Brazil and the U.S.

At every step we have exposed and docu-

mented their opportunist capitulations

(see, for example, “For the Right of Inde-

pendence for Puerto Rico!" WV No. 704,

8 January 1999, “Lies, Damned Lies and

Anti-Union Lawsuits: IG’s Brazil Fraud

Exposed.” WV No. 669, 30 May 1997;

and “Labor Opportunism, the Democratic

Party and the Defense of Mumia Abu-

Jamal," VWNo. 714, 28 May 1999).

Following the logic of his anti-Marxist

course, in the early 1960s Michel Pablo

became an official adviser to the “left”

bourgeois-nationalist Ben Bella regime

in Algeria, in which capacity he brain-

trusted the subordination of militant

workers committees to the government.

Having abandoned the Trotskyist pro-

gram and a proletarian compass and

offered themselves up as unofficial advis-

ers to all manner of opportunists and

misleaders, Norden and his coterie

would doubtless also be ready to serve as

braintrusters for some pretty unsavory

types. The possibilities are wide open

as long as the minimum norm of being

anti-Marxist is met.

Palestinians...
(continuedfrom page 16)

battle.” Pursuing this one-sided war of ter-

ror with a vengeance, Israeli generals

immediately promised that more assassina-

tions would follow. According to the Lon-

don-based Arabic newspaper Al-Sharq Al-

Awsat
,

Israeli military intelligence has

drawn up a list of some 400 Palestinian

fighters targeted for assassination or arrest

in the “autonomous” parts of the Occupied

Territories nominally controlled by the PA.

Within Israel’s pre-1967 borders, heavily

armed cops with attack dogs have staged

Gestapo-like late-night raids on Palestinian

homes, breaking down doors and destroy-

ing furniture. Amnesty International

reported last week. Hundreds of Israeli

Arab “citizens,” among them children,

have been arrested and beaten—many held

without bail—on suspicion of joining pro-

tests in defense of their besieged compatri-

ots in Gaza and the West Bank.

As expected, the Palestinian outcry

against Abayat’s killing sparked a further

escalation of Zionist terror in the Occu-

pied Territories. By the end of one of the

bloodiest weekends in the six weeks

of the “A1 Aksa Intifada," some 200
Palestinians had been killed, many of

them children shot through the head or

chest. Referring to the protracted clashes

between Palestinian guerrillas and Israeli

troops which led to the Zionist occupa-

tion of Southern Lebanon in the early

1980s and repeated Israeli air strikes

which drove hundreds of thousands from

their homes, many now speak of the

“Lebanonization” of the Occupied Terri-

tories. The Zionist rulers are entirely

capable of carrying out a massacre of

Palestinians on a truly genocidal scale.

Defend the Palestinian people! All Israeli

troops and settlers out ofall the Occupied

Territories!

As Palestinian youth with little more

than rocks and slingshots confront the

blood-drenched Israeli military jugger-

naut, desperate Palestinian protesters

both in the Near East and in the diaspora

overseas have appealed for “international

intervention” to protect the population of

the Occupied Territories from the Zionist

killing machine. Now Arafat is explicitly

calling for the United Nations to send in

a 2.000-strong “peacekeeping" force, a

demand raised at a Palestinian solidarity

demonstration of tens of thousands in

Rome on November 1 1

.

Israel and its American imperialist

patron have no intention of allowing a

UN intervention. But Palestinian mili-

tants must have no illusions in Arafat’s

cynical appeal to this instrument of the

imperialist robber barons and butchers.

In 1982, faced with constant Israeli

bombing raids over Beirut, Arafat like-

wise begged for imperialist intervention

to protect Palestinian refugees and Pales-

tine Liberation Organization (PLO) fight-

ers in Lebanon. U.S., French and Italian

“peacekeeping" troops moved into Leba-

non to disarm the PLO militants, oversee-

ing the transfer of many to Tunisia. With

the PLO fighters gone, in September

1982 Israeli troops surrounded the Sabra

and Shatila refugee camps in West Beirut

and Israeli defense minister Ariel Sharon

let loose the fascistic Lebanese Christian

militias for a 36-hour orgy of killing, rape

and torture. More than 2,000, mainly

women, children and the elderly, were

slaughtered, shot at close range. For the

next eleven years, Arafat took refuge in

Tunis, returning to Gaza after signing the

U.S. -sponsored “peace” accord in 1993

which turned the PLO into enforcers of

the Israeli occupation.

It was the UN that presided over the

1948 partition of Palestine under British

colonialism, giving a green light to

the Zionists’ forcible expulsion (“ethnic

cleansing”) of hundreds of thousands of

Palestinians whose children and grand-

children continue to live in squalid refu-

gee camps throughout the Near East.

Today the UN lends its imprimatur to the

continuing starvation blockade which

has killed some one and a half million

Iraqis. All U.S., British and UN imperi-

alist forces out of the Near East! Down
with the bombing and blockade of Iraq!

The U.S. imperialists are already inter-

vening in Israel/Palestine. The Apache
helicopter that murdered Hussein Abayat

was supplied by the U.S., which arms the

Zionist state to the tune of a couple of bil-

lion dollars a year. Since 1993, the CIA
has been training Arafat’s cops to terror-

ize Palestinian militants. On top of this,

according to an article by Robert Fisk in

the London Independent (6 November),

the Center for Strategic and International

Studies
—

“which has close links with the

United States government"—last month
issued a confidential report urging Israel

and the PA "to conduct aggressive secu-

rity operations for years to come” which

“can have a high price tag in terms of

human rights.” The report insists: “Effec-

tive counter-terrorism relies on interroga-

tion methods that border on psychological

and/or physical torture, arrests and deten-

tions that are ‘arbitrary’ by the standards

of civil law." It lays out in detail measures

Israel has subsequently employed, from

use of tanks to the sealing off of Pales-

tinian towns to “the use of helicopter gun-

ships and snipers” and concludes with the

possible need for “forced evacuation” of

Palestinians from "sensitive areas.”

The possibility of forced population

transfer was indeed posed earlier this

month in a plan by the Barak government

for “unilateral separation,” which would

entail entirely cutting off Palestinians in

the Occupied Territories and effectively

starving them. With Israel already barring

entry to all but a handful of the 120,000

day laborers whose meager wages make
up some 40 percent of total Palestinian

income, the situation is increasingly dire.

In an interview with the Italian newspaper

// Manifesto (8 November), Palestinian

trade-union leader Shaher Saed said:

"The situation is explosive, and many are

hungry and desperate, and we fear the

growth of fundamentalism.... Many fac-

tories around here have been destroyed

and damaged.” Explaining that the Pales-

tinian unions have appealed to no avail

for help from trade unions in the region,

many of which are in the grip of the Arab

capitalist regimes, Saed stated: “It seems

that most don’t understand that it is as if

we are in a big prison."

Relying on the good offices first of the

Arab capitalist regimes and then of U.S.

imperialism, the petty-bourgeois nation-

alism of Arafat’s PLO has been a dead

end for the oppressed Palestinian masses,

serving only to drive many into the arms

of anti-Semitic, anti-woman Islamic fun-

damentalist groups like Hamas.

The Zionist garrison -state must be

shattered from within through Hebrew/

Arab workers revolution. The Hebrew-

speaking proletariat must be broken from

the reactionary chauvinism of its capitalist

rulers, and Palestinian workers from petty-

bourgeois nationalism and Islamic funda-

mentalism. It is necessary to forge interna-

tionalist vanguard parties to lead the

working masses of the region in sweeping

away all the capitalist rulers—the Zionist

butchers, Arab military bonapartists and

sheiks and Persian imams. The conflicting

rights to national self-determination for

the Hebrew-speaking and Palestinian Arab

peoples, as well as national emancipation

for the Kurds and the many other

oppressed nationalities of the Near East,

can only be equitably realized in a social-

ist federation of the Near East.
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Arafat Appeals to United Nations Imperialists

Zionist Butchers

Escalate War

on Palestinians
NOVEMBER 13—Shortly before noon

on November 9, two Israeli attack heli-

copters fired anti-tank missiles on a van

carrying Palestinian Fatah activist Hus-

sein Abayat, completely destroying it and

killing two women standing nearby. This

deliberate assassination, timed to coincide

with a meeting in Washington between

Clinton and Palestinian Authority (PA)

president Yasir Arafat to discuss yet

another “truce,” underlined that the only

"peace” the Zionist butchers have in mind

is a peace of the graveyards.

Even an article in the Israeli newspaper

Ha 'aretz ( 10 November) said the assassina-

tion signified "almost a point of no return,"

adding: "Placing Fatah leaders in the Israeli

forces’ cross hairs is a clear attempt to have

the outcome of the conflict determined in

continued on page 15

Protester wounded by Israeli police. Some 200 Palestinians have been
killed in past six weeks, many of them children.

Government Hands Off NYC Transit Union!

Sellouts, Traitors, Finks:

No Choice in TWU Local 100 Elections
NEW YORK CITY, November 12—Some
35,000 members of Transport Workers

Union (TWU) Local 100—a potential

powerhouse of labor in this city—are set

to vote in union elections later this month.

Pitted against each other are rival wings

of the Local 100 bureaucracy, all with

proven records of sapping and sabotaging

the union’s power. Totally discredited by

its role as enforcers for government

strikebreaking during last December’s
pivotal contract battle, the incumbent

faction has fractured into two compet-
ing slates, one headed by current presi-

dent Willie James and a "Rebuild the

Pride" slate led by a Surface Division

vice president, Eddie Melendez, and
backed by International president Sonny
Hall. Riding high into the election is

the New Directions (ND) "opposition"

led by Track Division chairman Roger

Toussaint, whose image among workers

is bolstered by the bosses’ past efforts to

fire him.

This election takes place in the wake of

a series of union-busting victimizations

by management and under the shadow
of direct government intervention at the

behest of New Directions. In recent

months, ND has stirred up a “scandal”

over a few thousand dollars in “unoffi-

cial" expenses on union officers’ credit

cards. Its campaign flyers reprint newspa-

per headlines such as "DA Probing Tran-

sit Local Vote Petitions" and "Feds Probe

Local 100 Expenses,” proudly recounting

ND’s successful attempts to get the Labor

Department and Manhattan D.A. to comb
through the union’s financial records. ND
works closely with the sinister Associa-

tion for Union Democracy (AUD), which

specializes in bringing the unions under

state control (see "Lawyers for Govern-

ment Union-Busting,” WV No. 738, 30

June). Just weeks ago, detectives from the

D.A.’s office drove off with allegedly

fraudulent nominating petitions after ND/

AUD lawyer Arthur Schwartz demanded
that the local’s “independent" election

monitor safeguard them.

Indeed, ND’s stock in trade is using the

courts and other government agencies as

a club against its rivals, which serves only

to further shackle the power of the union

and place it under the thumb of the capi-

talist state. Such appeals to the agencies

of the capitalist class enemy are proof

enough why ND, despite its occasional

“militant” posture and talk of “democ-
racy,” offers no alternative to James and

Melendez. Government hands off TWU
Local 100! Labor must clean its own
house!

James, ND Enforce
Strikebreaking Injunctions

Transit workers have no choice in these

upcoming elections, and a look at what
happened last December shows why. Fed
up with decades of declining real wages
and working conditions and intensifying

harassment particularly targeting women
and minority workers, thousands of sub-

way and bus workers were ready to wage
a fight. Working people and minorities

throughout the city were looking to this

heavily black. Latino and immigrant

union to take on the arrogant Giuliani

administration. But neither James nor ND
had any intention of leading a strike,

which would have meant a direct con-

frontation with the strikebreaking Taylor

Law and the repressive machinery of the

capitalist state, and with the Wall Street

rulers and their politicians.

On December 14, hours before the con-

tract expired. Mayor Giuliani and Demo-
cratic state attorney general Eliot Spitzer

leveled court injunctions against the

union that criminalized not only striking

but even uttering the word "strike." They
vowed to destroy the union and bankrupt

union members with fines of $1 million

continued on page 1

1

VW Photo
Mass TWU rally in Manhattan last November in preparation for contract
battle. Both wings of TWU bureaucracy enforced anti-strike injunction.
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Labor Tops’ New Posture on Immigrant Rights

For a Class-Struggle Fight to

Organize Immigrant Workers!
The janitors strike in Los Angeles

last spring, with its scenes of thousands

of predominantly immigrant workers

marching through the downtown area

chanting "Si se puede\" (“Yes we can!"),

focused attention on (he militancy and

potential power of immigrant labor in this

country. Long a bastion of the anti-union

"open shop,” L.A. is now “the unofficial

capital of union activity in the United

States.” as the London Guardian (4 July)

remarked in an article headlined "L.A.

Leads America Back to Union Militancy."

With 850,000 people entering the U.S.

each year legally and many hundreds of

thousands more risking their lives to cross

the border without documents, immi-
grants, primarily from Latin America,

now make up some 1 2 percent of the U.S.

workforce. The proportion of Latino

workers within the unions jumped 3.7

percent last year, more than that of any

other ethnic group. These workers have

been in the forefront of many union strug-

gles, forcing both the capitalists and the

labor bureaucracy to take notice.

At its annual conference last February,

the AFL-CIO made headlines when,
reversing earlier policies, it called for a

government amnesty for an estimated six

million undocumented immigrants and
the repeal of a 1986 anti-immigrant law
which fines employers who hire undocu-
mented workers. Latino workers greeted

the announcement eagerly, turning out by
the thousands to labor forums on immi-
grant rights held in several major cities.

At the Los Angeles forum on June 10,

over 17,000 workers crowded the hall,

and thousands more were turned away.

Defense of immigrant rights, including

against Immigration and Naturalization

Service (INS) repression, is crucial to the

defense of the working class as a whole
and is directly intertwined with the strug-

gle against black oppression, which is

the cornerstone of racist American capi-

talism. This central understanding is

stressed in the programmatic statement of

the Spartacisl League/U.S.. "For a Work-
ers Party That Fights for a Workers Gov-
ernment! For Socialist Revolution in the

Bastion of World Imperialism!":

"The Spartacisl League demands full cit-

izenship rights for all immigrants. We
stand for full equality of all languages in

all spheres of public life and defend
bilingual education against ‘English
only’ bigots We stand unalterably op-
posed to the bourgeoisie’s anti-immigrant
laws and regulations. Against " the

capitalists' attempts to use undocu-
mented, low-wage immigrant workers as

a club against the trade unions, we seek to

mobilize the labor movement to fight

deportations and INS raids through class-

struggle means and to organize such
workers into the unions with lull rights

and protections. It is particularly impor-
tant to combat anti-immigrant chauvin-
ism in the working class and espe-
cially among black workers, while the

immigrant-derived proletariat must grasp

NO TO PROPOSITION iS ? 1

FULL CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS FOP IMMIGRANTS!

BREAK WITH THE RACIST DEMOCRAT ANC REPUBLICANS’

' • for A ciA$$ . STRUGGLE WORKERS PARTY'

wicuswer*- cws

AJmelda/NY Times
Largely Latino janitors strike in L.A. last spring demonstrated combativity of
immigrant workers, who have been in forefront of recent unionization battles.

Full Citizenship Rights

for All Immigrants!
that anti-black racism remains the touch-
stone of social reaction in this country ...

‘The vast numbers of immigrant workers
now toiling in U.S. factories can be a
powerful leaven to the class struggle
here, as many of them come from coun-
tries with stronger traditions of labor
militancy and anti-capitalist struggle."

But advancing the cause of proletarian

class struggle against the American
imperialist rulers is not what animates
the labor bureaucrats at the head of the

AFL-CIO.

Labor Lieutenants of
U.S. Imperialism
The current labor leadership under

John Sweeney, a member of the Demo-
cratic Socialists of America, declares
itself a "new voice for American work-
ers" as against the AFL-CIO “old guard"
exemplified by onetime head George
Meany, who bragged that he never
walked a picket line. As real wages and
union power and membership plum-
meted. the right-wing Cold Warriors
around Meany, who had won their spurs

purging reds from the unions in the late

1940s and ’50s, grew increasingly dis-

credited. But the “new voice" that the

Sweeney leadership provides is simply
what they deem necessary to their role as

the “labor lieutenants of the capitalist

class” whose purpose is to police the

labor movement in the interests of U.S.

imperialism.

Thus, Sweeney & Co. appeal to youth

who are repulsed by the brutal and
hideous conditions in ‘Third World”
sweatshops to demand that the U.S. rul-

ers impose “labor standards" in those

countries, while immigrants and blacks

in this country labor under similar or

even worse conditions in "made in the

U.S. A.” sweatshops. The UNITE gar-

ment workers union bureaucracy of Jay

Mazur, which typifies the AFL-CIO
"new voice," is notorious for sweetheart

deals with sweatshop manufacturers in

New York’s Chinatown, where horribly

exploited immigrant women work six- or

seven-day weeks for poverty wages.
Imbued with protectionist chauvinism
and anti-Communism. the AFL-CIO tops

target foreign sweatshops for undercut-

ting the profits of American capitalists

and rail against “slave labor” in China,

serving the imperialists’ counterrevolu-

tionary drive to smash the collectivized

economy erected by the 1949 Chinese

Revolution and reopen the country to

unbridled exploitation.

Similarly, the Sweeney bureaucracy’s

new posture on immigration reflects the

interests of a sector of the bourgeoisie

that wants to ease up on the current anti-

immigrant laws to meet the increasing

need for cheap labor—and reflects as

well the union lops’ need to expand their

own shrinking dues base. Even before

the AFL-CIO’s announcement. Federal

Reserve Board chairman Alan Green-
span, the National Restaurant Associa-

tion and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
had come out in favor of an amnesty and
repeal of employer sanctions, and in July

three retired INS directors held a press

conference to call on Congress for a gen-
eral amnesty.

The battering of the unions over the

previous two decades and the resulting

increase in the rate of exploitation—25
percent of all jobs in the U.S. pay $8 an
hour or less—have helped fuel the cur-

rent "boom economy,” leading to the

lowest unemployment level in 40 years.

Facing a labor shortage, the bosses seek
to use immigrant labor to keep wages
down and unions out. The past year has

continued on page 8

WV Photo
Spartacist banner at 80,000-strong L.A. march against anti-immigrant Prop.
187, October 1994. Democrats, Republicans are enemies of workers, blacks,
immigrants.



Letter

Bay Area: Bigots Exclude Gays

from Palestine Solidarity March
Oakland

20 November 2000

Dear Workers Vanguard,

On Saturday, November 4, we went to

a San Francisco demonstration in defense

of the Palestinian people called by Amer-

ican Muslims for Global Peace and Jus-

tice. As demonstrators were preparing to

march down to City Hall, a demonstration

organizer and a group of black American

Muslims who were serving as security for

the demonstration prevented a Lesbians

and Gays Against Intervention contingent

from joining the march. They also tried to

rip up the group’s banner, which read:

“U S. Out of the Gulf, Israel Out of Occu-

pied Palestine." We Spartacists, as well as

the International Socialist Organization

(ISO), the Freedom Socialist Party (FSP)

and others, protested this disgusting anti-

gay exclusion and refused to join the

march. A small contingent whose banner

read “Jews for Justice in Israel and Pales-

tine" folded their banner and likewise

walked away.

Not so the Workers World Party

(WWP) and the Revolutionary Workers

League (RWL). WWP and its Interna-

tional Action Center front stood by and

did nothing while the gay and lesbian

demonstrators were driven away, and then

marched with the anti-gay bigots. The
RWL, which rematerialized for this

protest after virtually disappearing, had

witnessed and joined the heated argu-

ments in defense of the gay group—and

still marched after the exclusion. Both

WWP and especially the RWL have in

the past uncritically embraced petty-

bourgeois gay lifesty lism while tailing

all manner of other “vanguards" of the

oppressed. Confronted with a conflict,

they chose to go with nationalist and

religious reactionaries, thus lending sup-

Socialist Revolution

Will Liberate Humanity

The Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 pro-

claimed the promise of proletarian rule

internationally and an egalitarian socialist

society’. In the years since the counterrevolu-

tionary destruction of the Soviet Union, it

has become even clearer that capitalism can

promise only further starvation and ever-

deadlier wars. In a 1932 speech, given on

the eve of the Nazis' rise to power in Ger-

many and as the world was mired in the

Great Depression, Bolshevik leader Leon Trotsky explained to a gathering of socialist

youth in Copenhagen that only through international proletarian revolution and

socialist planning could the material conditions for the complete liberation of man-

kind be laid and finally realized.

Capitalism has outlived itself as a world system. It has ceased to fulfill its essential

mission, the increase of human power and human wealth. Humanity cannot stand still at

the level which it has reached. Only a powerful increase in productive forces and a

sound, planned, that is, socialist organization of production and distribution can assure

humanity—all humanity—of a decent standard of life and at the same time give it the

precious feeling of freedom with respect to its own economy. Freedom in two senses

—

first of all, man will no longer be compelled to devote the greater part of his life to

physical labor. Second, he will no longer be dependent on the laws of the market, that

is, on the blind and dark forces which have grown up behind his back. He will build up

his economy freely, that is, according to a plan, with compass in hand. This time it is a

question of subjecting the anatomy of society to the X ray through and through, of dis-

closing all its secrets and subjecting all its functions to the reason and the will of collec-

tive humanity. In this sense, socialism must become a new step in the historical

advance of mankind....

Technology liberated man from the tyranny of the old elements—earth, water, fire,

and air—only to subject him to its own tyranny. Man ceased to be a slave to nature, to

become a slave to the machine, and, still worse, a slave to supply and demand. The
present world crisis testifies in especially tragic fashion how man, who dives to the

bottom of the ocean, who rises up to the stratosphere, who converses on invisible

waves with the antipodes, how this proud and daring ruler of nature remains a slave to

the blind forces of his own economy. The historical task of our epoch consists in

replacing the uncontrolled play of the market by reasonable planning, in disciplining

the forces of production, compelling them to work together in harmony and obediently

serve the needs of mankind. Only on this new social basis will man be able to stretch

his weary limbs and—every man and every woman, not only a selected few—become a

full citizen in the realm of thought.

— Leon Trotsky, “In Defense of the October Revolution” (November 1932)

TROTSKY LENIN
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port to the exclusion of gay and lesbian

defenders of the Palestinians against

Zionist terror.

This spineless capitulation serves only

to embolden the Islamic fundamental-

ists who are the enemies of Arab work-

ers, women and all things secular. While

posing as opponents of the Zionist occu-

pation and subjugation of the Pales-

tinian people, groups like Hamas push

vile anti-Semitic poison and seek to

enslave Palestinian women in the veil.

Religious obscurantism is a bulwark

of women’s oppression worldwide and

is thus counterposed to the Fight for

the emancipation of the proletariat and

all the oppressed. In the U.S., the promo-

tion of anti-gay bigotry among black

people strengthens the forces of racist

reaction and is poison to the fight for

black liberation.

As Marxists, we understand that to end

the oppression of the Palestinian people,

Arab workers and their Hebrew-speaking

class brothers and sisters must join in

common struggle against both the Zionist

rulers and the Arab capitalists. This can

only happen under the leadership of a rev-

olutionary workers party that fights on

behalf of all the exploited and oppressed,

and smashes anti-woman and anti-gay

bigotry under the heel of a victorious

workers revolution!

A.S.

— Spartacist Protest at NYU —
Zionist Killers Off Campus!
Chanting "Zionist killers off campus!

Israel out of the Territories!” Spartacist

League and Spartacus Youth Club sup-

porters protested the presence of Israeli

army spokesmen at New York University

(NYU) on November 15. The NYU meet-

ing was part of a national campus tour

sponsored by the Israeli government in an

attempt to bolster the image of the Zion-

ist occupation forces who are slaughtering

Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank.

A number of members of Al-Awda, the

Palestinian Right to Return Coalition,

were thrown out of the NYU meeting for

“disruption” after they tried to protest.

Responding to apologists for Zionist state

terror, one Al-Awda activist wrote in a

letter to NYU’s Washington Square News
(20 November): “I wonder what any

decent person would do if the men who
carried out Nazi orders for the killing of

Jews were invited guests of their commu-
nity?" There was certainly nothing to

“debate” at this meeting. During an ear-

lier appearance at UCLA, one of the

Zionist killers disgustingly justified the

army’s coldblooded murder of dozens of

Palestinian children: "When shown a pic-

ture of a tank and a boy, people’s sympa-

thy naturally goes to the boy. But what

the picture doesn’t show is that the tank

is defending homes and civilians and the

boy might be attacking them” (Daily

Bruin, 9 November).

The Zionist garrison-state must be

shattered from within through Arab/

WV Photo

November 15: Protest against Israeli

soldiers touring U.S. campuses on
behalf of Zionist terror machine.

Hebrew workers revolution. SL/SYC
slogans included “Down With Bloody

Anti-Palestinian ‘Pax Americana’—U.S.

Imperialists Hands Off the Near East!"

and “Down With the Oil Sheiks, Emirs,

Kings. Colonels and Zionist Rulers!

Workers to Power! For a Socialist Feder-

ation of the Near East!" We fight to forge

internationalist Leninist vanguard parties

to fight for proletarian revolution in the

U.S., the Near East and around the world.

As we chanted during the protest:

“Hebrew, Kurd, Sunni, Shi’ite—Workers

of the world, unite!”*

Benefit for C/ass-War Prisoners
Organize for Jamal’s Freedom

New York

Saturday, December 2

6 to 10 p.m.

AFSCME District Council 1707

75 Varick St. (at Canal)

For more information.

(212) 406-4252

PO Box 99, Canal St Sta

New York, NY 10013

Chicago
Sunday, December 3

3 to 8 p.m.

United Electrical Hall

37 S. Ashland (at Monroe)

For more information:

(312) 454-4931

PO Box 802867
Chicago. IL 60680

Bay Area

Sunday, December 3

1 to 4 p.m.

Centro del Pueblo
474 Valencia, San Francisco

For more information:

(510) 839-0852

PO Box 77462
San Francisco. CA 94107
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Prometheus Research Library Speaker at Tamiment Conference

Marxist Archives and the
Training of Trotskyist Cadre

We publish below an edited presenta-
tion given by Emily Turnbull for the Pro-

metheus Research Library (PRL) at a

conference titled "Explorations in the

History of U S. Trotskyism ,’’ which was
sponsored by the Tamiment Library at

New York University from September 29
to October 1. Comrade Turnbull spoke at

a session on "Preserving the Past,” along
with Tamiment archivist Peter Filardo,

who spoke about Tamiment Library’s col-

lections of Trotskyist material, as well

as Esteban Volkov, Leon Trotsky’s grand-

son. who spoke about the history of the

Trotsky Museum in Coyoactin, Mexico.
The panel chairman, Northwestern Uni-
versity archivist Patrick Quinn, made a

point of praising James P Cannon and
the Early Years ofAmerican Communism.
Selected Writings and Speeches. 1920-28.

Published by the PRL in 1992, this book
is a compilation of the writings of this

founding leader of American Trotskyism,
written when Cannon was a leader of the

Communist Party.

On the whole, the conference con-
finned the characterization we made in a

subhead in the Workers Vanguard article

sold to conference attendees: "Tamiment
Conference Organizers Promote Death of
Trotskyism” (WV No. 742, 22 Septem-
ber). The majority of the some 200 partic-

ipants represented not Trotskyism but the

flight from Trotskyism. Present were a

smattering of veterans from the 1940s
and ’50s, including former members of
both the then-Trotskyist Socialist Work-
ers Party (SWP) and Max Shachtman’s
revisionist Workers Party, which split

from the SWP in 1940, refusing to mili-

tarily defend the USSR. Shachtman’s
organization moved steadily to the right

under the impact of the Cold War. Shacht-

man, who died in 1972, ended his life as

a member of the Democratic Party, sup-

porting the Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba
in 1962 and the U.S.’ losing imperialist

war against the Vietnamese social revolu-

tion. The veteran SWPers, on the other

hand, abandoned the fight for proletar-

ian revolution in the early 1960s, when
the party embraced Fidel Castro as an

“unconscious Trotskyist" and accommo-
dated to the pro- Democratic Party liberal

leadership of the civil rights movement
and then to black nationalists. Politically

I

dominating the conference was another

layer of ex-SWPers, who were won to

the party during the 1960s. All these ele-

ments drawn from various decomposi-
tion products of the once-revolutionary

SWP were united in regarding the party's

heyday as its leadership of the class-

collaborationist National Peace Action
Coalition, aimed at appealing to Demo-

cratic Party liberals, during the Vietnam
War.

Many of the speakers at the conference

and most of its principal organizers were
former SWPers who are now mem-
bers of Solidarity, including supporters

of the publications Against the Current
and Labor Standard. Formed in the 1980s
in a fusion of ex-SWPers with some of
the remnants of American Shachtman-
ism, Solidarity is a thoroughly reformist

swamp which seeks to meld the Cannon
and Shachtman “traditions" and includes

supporters of the fake-Trotskyist United
Secretariat (USec) of the late Ernest Man-
del. Having impressionistically tailed one
after another petty-bourgeois "vanguard"
for years, the USec was impelled sharply

to the right in the 1980s by the imperial-

ist Cold War drive against the USSR.

The Mandelites opposed the Red Army
intervention in Afghanistan and cham-
pioned clerical-nationalist Solidarno^d

—

from which the U.S. group Solidarity

takes its name—which led the capitalist

counterrevolution in Poland Now the

USec leadership is proposing to dump all

mention of Trotsky’s Fourth Interna-

tional—or indeed the fight for proletarian

revolution—from its statutes at its next

world congress.

Socialist Action (SA), which also had
several speakers at the conference, is

politically allied with the USec and seeks

to pose as an “orthodox" opponent of
the majority's liquidationism. But the

“depth" of the difference can be gauged
by the fact that Socialist Action to this day
models its masthead on the Solidarno^d
logo; SA leader Nat Weinstein grew apo-

plectic when we pointed this out in infor-

mal discussion during the conference.

Socialist Action has from its inception

served as waterboys for the pro-capitalist

labor bureaucracy and devoted itself to

building liberal protest coalitions on
the model of the SWP’s 1960s “antiwar
movement," most recently centered on
promoting reliance on the capitalist “jus-

tice" system to free Mumia Abu-Jamal.
The spectre of Spartacism clearly

haunted SA at this conference. Weinstein

abandoned his planned presentation on
the legacy of SWP veterans Tom and
Karolyn Kerry to showcase his supposed
orthodoxy with a lecture on the princi-

ples of scientific socialism. SA mem-
ber Kwame Somburu (formerly Paul
Bouielle) vituperated against “the ultra-

left sectarian Spartacists” in the midst of
a panel discussion on "Trotskyism and
African Americans."

One of the few interesting panels at the

conference was titled "James P. Cannon
continued on page 10
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Vietnam...
(continuedfrom page 12)

detects from the millions ot tons of Agent

Orange defoliant that the U.S. dumped

on their country. American war veterans,

as usual abandoned by the government

that used them as cannon fodder, have a

high rate of deformed children, loo. But

when all was said and done, the Viet-

namese won, just as Vietnamese Commu-
nist leader Ho Chi Minh said they would.

U.S. Was Beaten
on the Battlefield

In a real way, the American bourgeoi-

sie cannot admit that it was actually

beaten by the Vietnamese. A whole self-

serving myth has grown up, perpetuated

not only by the right but also, from its

own angle, by the left. The right-wingers

bluster that the U.S. didn't lose milita-

rily; defeat was caused by the "stab in

the back” from unfriendly media cover-

age and peacenik students. The liberals

and so-called leftists agree with the right

on this point. They brag, "Our vigils, our

peace marches, our letters to Congress-

men forced the U.S. to end the tragic

blunder of the Vietnam War.”

Neither is true. The U.S. was militarily

defeated on the battlefield! This is not to

say that the North Vietnamese Army over-

whelmed the U.S. Army with superior

military force. That was not possible.

However, in the course of the war the

American Army underwent a collapse in

its own way as dramatic as that of

the South Vietnamese puppet forces in

1975. Especially after the Tet Offensive

in 1968, the U.S. Army was an increas-

ingly demoralized and beaten army

whose soldiers simply wanted to stay

alive until they could go home. It was

estimated that at least a third of the Amer-

ican troops were on hard drugs. Thou-

sands went AWOL. The military brass

euphemistically called mutinies "combat

refusals.” And "fragging"—killing over-

ly gung-ho officers with fragmentation

grenades, which left no fingerprints—
became commonplace.

My brother-in-law, who was in the U.S.

Army during the Vietnam era and has

become obsessed with the question, has

read hundreds of books on the Vietnam

War. He commented that all the books by

American soldiers have the same theme:

"When I went in, I was patriotic and

gung-ho, believed I was there to help the

people and fight Communism, and after

six months, I said what the hell are we
doing here.” They faced a revolutionary

people, who, one and all, wanted them

out of there and were willing to fight to

the bitter end. The disillusionment in the

army—which was, after all, heavily black

and brown—reinforced and was rein-

forced by a black radicalization at home.

Let me give a few quotes from one of the

black soldiers who wrote Brothers: Black

Soldiers in the Nam (Stanley Goff, Rob-

ert Sanders and Clark Smith. Presidio

Press [1982]):

"Arriving at the induction center in Oak-
land was very, very depressing.... It felt

strange; here I was getting ready to be

carted off. I was a black and I thought

about slavery. You know, the guys were
predominantly black. It’s right there, You
don't have to be academically accom-
plished to ask, 'Arcn'i there any other

races to be drafted aside from blacks?’

At least 70 percent of the guys in my
group were black, and I'm being very

conservative....

“The Vietnamese constantly appealed to

blacks to gel out of the war. They would
leave leaflets laying all over the jungle. In

perfectly good English, the leaflet would
say. Blacks get out, it's not your fight,’ or,

'They call us g—s here and they call you
n s over there. You're the same as us.

Get out, it’s not your fight ' In some ways
those leaflets affected morale. It would
make us wonder why we were there....

"But I have to say one thing. Charlie him-
self—the North Vietnamese soldier—was
tough, man. I mean, they really got down
to it. What frightened me most of all was
that it was a political war. Charlie had
a philosophy; they’d say that we were
aggressors, that we shouldn’t have been
there interfering in their affairs. To me. it

seemed like it was between North and
South Vietnam, it was sort of like a revo-

lution they were fighting."

DPA

Imperialists seek to overturn gains

of Vietnamese Revolution through
economic penetration and blackmail.

The front of our pamphlet "Black Sol-

diers in the Jim Crow Military" shows

a black soldier looking at one of the

signs put up by the North Vietnamese that

says: “U.S. Negro army men! You are

committing the same ignominious crimes

in South Vietnam that the KKK clique is

perpetrating against your family at home"

{Black History and the Class Struggle

No. 4, February 1987). The North Viet-

namese appeals to black soldiers reflected

Ho Chi Minh's earlier visit to the U.S.,

when he wrote an article describing the

horrors of lynchings in the American

South.

German Marxist historian Franz Meh-
ring said that revolutions have long tail

winds. By this he meant that the effects

of a revolution go far into the future in

ways that are not predictable. The Viet-

namese Revolution in defeating and

weakening U.S. imperialism had a global

tail wind. For one thing, it produced

what’s called the "Vietnam syndrome"

—

the fact that the American public will not

countenance seeing American troops die

in foreign lands. Bomb them from the

air—that the American bourgeoisie can

get away with—but American deaths, no.

Look at the U.S. intervention in Somalia.

As soon as some local warlord, whom the

imperialist intervention turned into a

national hero, led the masses in shooting

down a helicopter and killing. I think. 14

Americans, the American public went

crazy: "14 dead, the losses are too high!”

The troops were pulled out immediately.

But more than the "Vietnam syn-

drome” in the U.S., the Vietnamese

struggle inspired revolutionary struggle

around the world. The Vietnamese Tet

Offensive in 1968 directly preceded the

French general strike of May-June 1968

which shook that capitalist country to the

core. The Vietnamese struggle inspired

black nationalists in Angola who drove

out first the Portuguese imperialists and

then, with the crucial help of Cuban

troops and Soviet weaponry, the invading

South Africans. The South Africans had

been promised U.S. help, the “Vietnam

syndrome" made it impossible. For South

African blacks, the sight of white South

African troops retreating before the

Cubans and black Angolans was really

inspiring. The Soweto uprising, in the

summer of 1976, happened only six

months after South Africa was defeated in

Angola. This led to a whole new period

of black militancy and struggle in South

Africa. Not that the current neo-apartheid

ANC government is what the toiling

masses had in mind, but that is the topic

of another forum. My point here is that

from Africa to Central America, the Viet-

namese Revolution had an international

effect.

From French Colonialism
to U.S. Imperialism

So let me back up and talk about the

origins of the war in Vietnam. The Viet-

nam War. actually the second Vietnam

War. grew directly out of the defeat of

French colonialism in 1954 by the Stalin-

ist Viet Minh forces. In World War II. the

French colonialists had been driven out of

Vietnam by the Japanese, who then occu-

pied the country. Later the Japanese were

defeated by the Americans and pulled out

of Vietnam in 1945, leaving a power vac-

uum. The Stalinists led by Ho Chi Minh,

who were the largest but by no means the

only force in the country, sought to fill the

power vacuum, declaring themselves to

be the government. The Stalinists’ pur-

pose. however, was not to overthrow cap-

italism or even liberate the country from

French imperialism. Rather they sought

to work out a neocolonial deal with the

French, who were preparing to re-invade.

Ho’s aim was in keeping with the line

of the Stalinists internationally during

the war (and during the “People’s Front”

period in the late 1930s), supporting

the "democratic" imperialists who were

then allied to the Soviet Union against

Germany, Italy and Japan. Thus the Sta-

linists repudiated not only the struggle

for socialism but even for national libera-

tion in the colonies of the Allied powers.

The Trotskyists called for revolution-

ary defeatism against all the imperial-

ist combatants, continuing to pursue the

class struggle at home, while fight-

ing for unconditional military defense of

the Soviet Union. As a result, in a num-

ber of colonial and semicolonial coun-

tries, the Trotskyists were able to sup-

plant the Stalinist parties within the

workers movement.

Vietnam was one of the few countries

on earth where the Trotskyists had a mass

base. In the South, where the Stalinists

were weak, the Trotskyists, in a bloc with

certain nationalists, led a workers insur-

rection in August-September 1945 with

the purpose of preparing the masses to

resist the reconquest of the country by

the French and British. In this revolution-

ary situation, the workers set up more

than 150 “people’s committees” which

took governmental power in Saigon and

elsewhere, fighting not only against the

imperialists but also the landlords and

the native bourgeoisie. This insurrection

was suppressed by the Stalinists along

with British and French troops. In the

aftermath, much of the historic leader-

ship of the Vietnamese Trotskyists was

murdered.

Ho Chi Minh worked out an agreement

which allowed the French army to return.

Needless to say, once the French army

came back in force, it turned on the Sta-

linist government. So began an eight-year

war which ended only with the Viet

Minh’s memorable rout of the French

in the historic battle of Dien Bien Phu

in 1954, where a huge colonial garrison

was overrun by Vietnamese fighters after

a months-long siege and struggle. This

humiliating defeat in Vietnam helped

spark Algeria’s national liberation strug-

gle against France six months later.

U.S. imperialism was moving in even

before the French were defeated. The

U.S. even considered using nuclear weap-

ons on the Vietnamese during the battle

of Dien Bien Phu, but were worried about

what the Soviet Union, which also had a

nuclear arsenal, and China would do. So

the Western imperialists had to reach a

compromise with the Vietnamese Stalin-

ists. Going into the Geneva Accords con-

ference in 1954, the Stalinists controlled

most of Vietnam. Cambodia and Laos.

But when they left the conference, which

divided Vietnam in half at the 17th par-

allel, they controlled only North Vietnam.

The North quickly became a deformed

workers state—the Democratic Republic

of Vietnam—that is, the capitalists were

expropriated and a collectivized economy

introduced, but the working class was

denied political power.

One of the main reasons the Viet-

namese masses lost at the bargaining

table what they had won on the battle-

field was the pressure from the Soviet and

Chinese Stalinist bureaucracies, which

were committed to the anti-revolutionary

policy of "peaceful coexistence" with

imperialism. But “peaceful coexistence"

and "socialism in one country" were also

the ideology of the Vietnamese Stalinists.

Stalinism vs. Bolshevism

What do we mean by this? The Rus-

sian Revolution of 1917 was the defining

political event of the 20th century. When
the working class led by the Bolshevik

Party of Lenin and Trotsky seized power

from the bourgeoisie and built the world’s

first proletarian state, they gave flesh

and blood to the Communist Manifesto of

Marx and Engels. It was a truism for rev-

olutionaries of that time that the conquest

of state power in at least several advanced

capitalist countries was necessary if the

workers state was to survive in backward

Russia. The young Soviet republic

—

premised on the Marxist slogan "Workers

of the world, unite!"—became a beacon

for the oppressed and exploited every-

where. But with the hostile imperialist

encirclement and the delay of revolu-

tions in advanced capitalist countries—
particularly the failure of revolutionary

uprisings in Germany in 1919 and 1923

because the working class lacked a

tested Bolshevik leadership—a conserva-

tive, nationalist bureaucratic caste arose

in the Soviet Union. Headed by Stalin,

this bureaucracy usurped political power

from the working class in a political

counterrevolution in 1924.

This parasitic layer acquired self-

consciousness as it sought to consolidate

its privileges atop the apparatus of

the young workers state; its national-

ist opportunism was codified in the "the-

ory” of "socialism in one country,” an

4 WORKERS VANGUARD
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impressionistic and defeatist acceptance

of capitalist restabilization outside the

USSR's borders. Stalin and his henchmen
perverted the revolutionary international-

ism of Lenin and Trotsky, hoping (vainly)

to mitigate imperialist hostility to the

Soviet Union, ultimately by giving up on
international revolution and turning the

Communist parties around the world into

border guards for the USSR. In the name
of "socialism in one country," revolution-

ary opportunities were sold out through

“popular front” alliances with so-called

“progressive" wings of the bourgeoisie.

All of this didn't go unopposed. Leon
Trotsky and the Left Opposition (and the

Fourth International, founded in 1938)

fought against the Stalinist degeneration

of the Soviet Union, insisting that only a

return to the perspective of world social-

ist revolution could save the USSR. After

Stalin’s Comintern allowed Hitler to

come to power in Germany in 1933 with-

out a fight, it became clear that proletar-

ian political revolution to oust the Stalin-

ist bureaucracy was necessary.

We of the International Communist
League called for unconditional military

defense of the USSR—embodying the

immense social gains of the 1917 work-

ers revolution—against imperialism and

internal counterrevolution. We called for

proletarian political revolution to oust the

parasitic bureaucracy. Trotsky was clear

that the only choices were forward to pro-

letarian political revolution or backward

to capitalist counterrevolution. Capitalist

counterrevolution in the Soviet Union
in 1991-92 was a world-historic defeat

for the proletariat, proving the Trotskyist

perspective correct—although, unfortu-

nately, in a negative way. Today we stand

for the unconditional military defense of

Vietnam, Cuba, North Korea, and very

importantly, China.

Vietnamese Fought for

Social Revolution

In South Vietnam after 1954, the U.S.

installed one of the vilest puppet regimes

known to man, utterly corrupt and

vicious. The new regime attempted to

seize back the land that peasants had

taken over. There was significant resis-

tance and the beginning of a peasant-

based insurrection largely led by old

Viet Minh cadre, called colloquially the

Viet Cong. This was not encouraged by

the Hanoi bureaucracy in North Vietnam

at all. But the American-backed Diem
regime was so unpopular that Hanoi fig-

ured they had better take charge of this

burgeoning movement or it would get

out of control altogether.

In 1964, a little-known but important

incident occurred, which illustrates the

role of U.S. imperialism's junior partners

in Canada. Washington sent James Sea-

born. a Canadian diplomat, to Hanoi with

the proverbial carrot and stick. The carrot

was that if Hanoi liquidated the revolu-

tionary insurgency in the South, the U.S.

would give North Vietnam some eco-

nomic aid. And if they didn't, the U.S.

was going to bomb the hell out of them.

Makeshift field hospital

in the jungle for North
Vietnamese, NLF fighters.

Vietnamese prevailed at

cost of some three

million killed by U.S.

imperialist war machine.

Seaborn gave this message to Pham Van

Dong, who was known as a "moderate” in

the Hanoi regime, meaning he was more
interested in “building socialism in half

a country" than in aggressively aiding

the revolution in the South. Here is how
Pham Van Dong replied:

"It's impossible, quite impossible

—

excuse me for saying this—for you
Westerners to understand the force of the

people’s will to resist, and to continue.

The struggle of our people exceeds the

imagination. It has astonished us, too."—quoted in Michael Maclear, The
Ten Thousand Da\ War:
Vietnam 1945-1975 (1981)

“Us” meaning the North Vietnamese Stal-

inist leadership.

Trotsky makes the point that the Soviet

Union under Stalin was like a giant trade

union with sellout leadership. And Pham
Van Dong’s remarks really do sound like

a trade-union bureaucrat negotiating with

the bosses: “You know I’d like to make a

deal, but the members are really mad.”

The American bourgeoisie couldn't

believe that they could lose. So under

Kennedy, the Democratic Party president,

the U.S. began to send in the troops, first

as “advisers"—you know, 50.000 "advis-

ers." (By the way, there's this ridiculous

myth that Kennedy was offed by the CIA
because he was too peace-loving; there’s

an Oliver Stone movie to this effect.

What a joke! From the 1961 Bay of

Pigs invasion, successfully spiked by the

Cubans, to Vietnam, he was every inch an

imperialist mass murderer.) By 1965

under Johnson—also a Democrat—the

U.S. was getting into Vietnam big-time.

As I said, they faced a revolution-

ary people who had the will to persist.

This book, The Tunnels of Cm Chi by

Tom Mangold and John Penycate. gives

some of that flavor:

"How did the Communists come to bear
such devastating casualties or carry out

missions of such suicidal bravery? How,
in short, did such a backward nation out-

face the world’s greatest superpower and
break its will to pursue the war? High-
level political shrewdness is one answer,
But in the field it was a triumph of organ-
ization and motivation by the Communist
cadres—and the fact that the youths of
Vietnam were already receptive to what
they were taught. Most of the GIs had

Spanacist

only a sketchy idea of what they were
fighting for in Vietnam. But for the guer-

rillas, there were often personal blood-

debts to settle—home villages bombed,
relatives killed, or arrested and tortured,

by a government funded and armed by the

United Slates.

"The Viet Cong fought on their own
land, to which they felt closely tied. And
Mother Earth herself became their pro-

tection in the tunnels dug beneath their

ancestral fields and villages."

The Vietnamese fought for social revo-

lution. There is no more dramatic exam-

ple of the Vietnamese will to prevail than

the 1968 Tet Offensive. In 1967. U.S.

officials were claiming the U.S. had

almost won. that “there was light at the

end of the tunnel," as they were always

saying. Then 80,000 men and women
(there were women's units), mostly Viet

Cong, launched a coordinated nationwide

attack, up and down Vietnam, even seiz-

ing the U.S. embassy in Saigon briefly.

I'll read you another passage from that

book:

"The handful of guerrillas who got inside

the embassy's wall attracted the attention

of the entire Saigon-based press corps,

and destroyed years of optimistic public

relations efforts by the Joint U.S. Public

Affairs Office, the Americans' informa-
tion operation.

"In purely military terms, most of the Viet

Cong's Tet operations were failures. But
that was irrelevant. It was the moment
at which American casualties surpassed

those in the Korean War. It was a moment
of painful truth—always a rare commod-

Democrat John F.

Kennedy ordered
tens of thousands

of troops to

Vietnam in early

1960s in war
to "roll back

Communism."

ity in Vietnam. Public and political opin-

ion in America never recovered from the

impact; within two months President

Johnson announced that he would not run

for reelection.”

Johnson left office a broken man. And
the U.S. military, while proclaiming that

the enemy had sustained a great defeat,

asked for a call-up of 200,000 more
Americans. Someone quipped that the

light at the end of the tunnel was a train

coming the other way. After Tet, the

American people became basically cyni-

cal and disbelieving about official U.S.

pronouncements of success in Vietnam.

The vast majority wanted a U.S. pullout

even if it meant the “commies” were

going to win, which is exactly what it did

mean. And tens of thousands, black and

white, me among them as a Berkeley New
Leftist, actively rooted for the other side

and the defeat of U.S. imperialism. Yet

the direct U.S. combat role in the war

dragged on for five more years. More
Americans were killed after Tet than

before. This seemingly endless, dirty and

losing war produced an explosive situa-
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While SWP reformists promoted bloc with
imperialist “doves," Spartacists called for victory
to Vietnamese social revolution, demanded that
Soviet Union give full military aid, including
nuclear weapons, to Vietnam and China.

tion within American society, the very

heartland of world imperialism.

There was a famous cartoon which

captured this. It showed Nixon with

his wife, Pat. looking at a giant anti-

war protest on the White House lawn. He
declares, "Pat. we need to call out the

82nd Airborne Division.” She says, "But

dear, that is the 82nd Airborne." This

was funny because it was somewhat
true. Open defiance was breaking out in-

side the Army—at Fort Hood, Texas,

black soldiers refused to go to the 1968

Chicago Democratic Party convention

to back up the cops' brutal attack on anti-

war protesters. There were demonstra-

tions of GIs at U.S. bases in Vietnam

demanding an end to the war. Black vet-

erans were coming home and joining the

Black Panthers. Muhammad Ali's famous

statement, "No Viet Cong ever called me
n was something that tens of thou-

sands of black workers could wholeheart-

edly agree with. It was carried on signs in

demonstrations around the country.

There were ghetto rebellions across the

U.S. Geronimo ji Jaga (Pratt), a former

Black Panther leader framed up and jailed

for 28 years in California prisons, talks

about how his unit served first in Vietnam

and was then sent to Detroit to quell a

black rebellion in 1967. They were pulled

out in a hurry when the government real-

ized that military hardware was making
its way into the black community. Well,

the state is armed bodies of men—the

cops, army, prison guards—who protect

the power and class rule of the capitalist

class and repress the working class. The
bourgeoisie has a problem when it can't

get the armed bodies of men to do what

it wants. (Geronimo 's unit was sent back

to Vietnam for an unprecedented second

tour of duty as punishment.)

New Left activists moved to the left.

Many had voted for Johnson in 1964 as

the antiwar candidate. His official slo-

gan was "All the way with LBJ,” but

many liberal student activists said, "Pan
of the way with LBJ." You know, “critical

support," the “lesser evil”— there’s noth-

ing new under the sun. Within a couple

of years. Johnson would be greeted on
campuses with students chanting, “Hey.

Hey, LBJ—How many kids did you kill

today?” I remember going to a gradua-

tion ceremony in the Greek Theater at

UC Berkeley when some war criminal

was speaking, and we got up and chanted

him down and scuffled in the aisles with

continued on page 6
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(continuedfrom page 5)

conservatives. It was great that Cal SYC-

ers were the first up to chant when Made-

leine Albright, butcher of the Balkans,

was speaking at UC Berkeley recently.

Reformists and
Bourgeois Defeatism

Into this burgeoning radicalization

around the Vietnam War, the SL inter-

vened with a positive proletarian pro-

gram for class struggle against capital-

ism. Let me go back and talk about the

whole mythology that peace crawls ended

the war
—

"Write your Congressman,” etc.

One comrade quipped, “Peace marches,

hell— I thought General Giap [the lead-

ing Vietnamese general] ended the war.”

For the reformist organizers of these

marches, the Socialist Workers Party

(SWP) and the Communist Parly (CP),

they were intended as a pressure tactic

upon—and if possible, a bloc with—the

liberal wing of the American bourgeoisie;

the Democrats, what else. Right from the

beginning, the SWP at the first peace

protest in New York City in 1 965 insisted

on one liberal, ambiguous slogan that

would be acceptable to the Democratic

Party. This is what our spokesman said in

breaking with the New York Peace Parade

Committee:
"The slogan 'Stop the War in Vietnam
Now’ can mean many things to many
people.... We are not simply for stopping

the war, but rather for the victory of the

social revolution that is taking place in

Vietnam. It is absurd, and against the

interest of the revolution, to call simply

for disengagement of forces, and implies

a confidence in the integrity of U S.

imperialism to keep such a bargain. You
have completely obscured what we think

is the most important character of the

Vietnam war—that this is a naked, ruth-

less intervention by U.S. imperialism to

interrupt and drive back a social revolu-

tion in Vietnam, a revolution that is the

only road to freedom for the Vietnamese
working masses. We are not neutral in

this. What is involved is not simply a

matter of self-determination or moral
indignation or national security or the

honor and reputation of the American
people as the Call indicates. The best

defense of the Vietnamese revolution in

this country is to build a militant antiwar

movement strong enough to compel the

United States to get out of Vietnam!”— Spartacist No. 5. November-
Dccember 1965

As Marxists, we understand that you
cannot end war without ending capital-

ism. It is our task to prepare the work-

ing class for revolution. That means to

utilize every social struggle to make the

working class aware of the class basis of

society and the class basis of war. Impe-
rialism is not a policy, it is the highest

stage of capitalism, monopoly capitalism.

The capitalists and their mouthpieces
always talk about high moral principles.

But the real deal, from Vietnam to the

Balkans, is the struggle for raw materials,

spheres of influence, financial markets,

world hegemony.

For us it is a question of breaking down
the false consciousness of the workers, so

that in wartime they are not vulnerable to

the appeals of the “social patriots,” those

who Lenin condemned as “socialists in

words, patriots in deeds.” The purpose of

these antiwar coalitions is to form liberal

class-collaborationist alliances with a

wing of the ruling class—a form of “pop-

ular front”—to suppress revolutionary

politics. There are certain code words in

politics, and believe me, when the fake

left starts talking about "broad-based

coalitions,” what they mean is “it’s time

for class collaboration.”

From 1965 to 1968, the ties of groups

like the SWP to the Democratic Party lib-

erals were somewhat disguised because

the Democratic Party was solidly for

the war. All the SWP could get were

stand-ins for the Democratic Party:

preachers, Martin Luther King Jr., Dr.

Spock, the baby doctor. After the

Tet Offensive a defeatist wing of the

bourgeoisie emerged, which opposed the

war because the U.S. was losing and

because they felt the U.S. was putting too

much time and money into a regional

war, thus allowing the Soviet Union to

achieve nuclear parity. After 1968 when
you went to demonstrations, you were

addressed by these imperialist “doves”

—

Democrats or even Republicans—who
told you how the U.S. was the greatest

country in the world, the war was just a

terrible error, etc.

The Spartacist League fought for

"bourgeoisie out of the antiwar move-

ment." The imperialist “doves" were ene-

mies of the labor movement, and their

presence tended to prevent, in a very pal-

pable way, a class-struggle antiwar move-

ment by furthering the lie of a common
interest between the U.S.' racist capitalist

rulers and those they exploit. Counter-

posed to this liberal class collaboration-

ism. the SL fought for “labor strikes

against the war." Had the war continued

for a year or two more, that might well

have become a reality. There were a series

of hard-fought strikes during this period

which demonstrated the power of the pro-

letariat. There was the wildcat postal

strike of 1970, the Teamsters wildcat

strikes of 1970-71
;
the bourgeoisie had to

call out the National Guard against both

strikes.

The labor misleaders did not call these

strikes. And the AFL-CIO tops remained

pro- war to the bitter end. George Meany,

the intensely anti-Communist president of

the AFL-CIO, was still pro-war when
Nixon was ready to get out. They are the

"labor lieutenants of capital.”

Isaac Deutscher, the Marxist intellec-

tual, commented at the time that one dock

workers strike would have been worth

a thousand peace marches. How true,

because they could have stopped military

shipments to Vietnam. Let me make two
points here. The National Guardsmen
called out against the Teamsters on strike

in Ohio in May 1970 were sent directly to

Kent State University, where they fired on

and killed four student protesters. They
fired on unarmed students but were afraid

of the consequences of firing on Team-
sters. The working class has the social

weight and power to stop the wheels of

production and tie up the country. Work-
ers have power, students don't. Point two:

cops killed two black students protesting

the war at Jackson State College in Mis-

sissippi only ten days after the killings at

Kent State, but these murders are rarely

mentioned in the bourgeois press because

black life is considered cheap in racist

capitalist America.

“You Will Go!"

“Labor strikes against the war" had a

real resonance in the late '60s and early

’70s. I and my radical feminist cohorts

went to work in a factory in Oakland in

1970. The 1968 French general strike,

combined with our own observation that

students had no power, impelled us and

many other radicalized youth to turn to

the working class. We did some pretty

wild organizing stunts, but we were actu-

ally well-received and got a lot of people

involved in antiwar protests. One young
white working-class woman who got very

involved with our radical activities told

me several years later that as soon as

she set eyes on us she knew we were
Berkeley radicals. She said she was over-

joyed "that we had chosen her factory.”

Of course, we had thought we were being

quite subtle.

One of the SL’s early fights for a

working-class orientation in the antiwar

movement was our opposition to student

deferments and draft-dodging. We said.

“You will go!” Burning your draft card

was a typical expression of the New
Left’s petty-bourgeois, light-minded atti-

tude toward the state. Running to Canada

was not a real prospect for most working-

class and minority youth (nor real appeal-

ing—no offense, comrades). We de-

nounced the self-purging of radicals from

the army as doing the government’s work

for them, predicting that as the war

dragged on there would be discontent in

the army itself and anti-militarist organ-

izing to be done there. And discontent did

grow. Our comrades and contacts put out

the antiwar newspaper G.I. Voice. Trotsky

commented that "an insurrection is, in

essence, not so much a struggle against

the army as a struggle for the army." You

need to be in the army to win it over.

Let me make one comment on the bald-

faced government lie that the antiwar

protesters spit on the soldiers. I went to

hundreds of antiwar demos and never

saw anything like that. It’s become an

urban legend, like exploding poodle dogs

in microwave ovens or alligators in the

New York sewers. But, in truth, this lie is

government war propaganda consciously

aimed at overcoming the “Vietnam syn-

drome” and preparing sentiment for new
wars. Look at the homeless men on the

streets of the U.S., a goodly number of

whom are Vietnam vets, and you can see

that the same government that used them

as cannon fodder in the first place is the

one who spits on them.

In this radicalized situation, the refor-

mist left was quite prepared to draw
the line in blood against revolutionaries

in order to maintain its ties to the imperi-

alist bourgeoisie. When in 1971 at a con-

ference of the SWP's antiwar coalition,

the National Peace Action Coalition

(NPAC), the Spartacist League and the

then left-Stalinist Progressive Labor

Party shouted down a Democratic Party

Senator, the SWP reacted with extreme

violence, throwing our comrades through

glass doors, breaking people’s noses.

They were showing the liberals that they

could handle the reds and prevent oppo-

sition to the war from taking a revolution-

ary direction. Leading the charge were

reformists like Nat Weinstein and Jeff

Mackler, now of Socialist Action.

These very same people are now build-

ing demonstrations for Mumia Abu-
Jamal, the former Black Panther whom
the bourgeoisie wants to kill for his mili-

tant opposition to racism. And they’re

building them on the same liberal, popular-

frontist basis, the same appeals to the

Democratic Party liberals. Their slogan is

a “new trial," as though Mumia’s frame-

up were an aberration in an otherwise just

system of democracy. Behind the call for

a “new trial" is a reformist political pro-

gram premised on the belief that the racist

capitalist state, a machinery of organized

violence to defend the rule of the capital-

ists, can be pressured and reformed.

The International Socialist Organiza-

tion (ISO) gets the award of the month for

reformism. They explicitly instruct their

members—some of whom are quite dis-

gruntled by this—not to “alienate” people

by arguing for abolition of the death

penalty now. This is the U.S., the country

with the biggest prison population in the

world, land of the gas chamber and lethal

injections. The ISO’s mealy-mouthed
slogan is: Moratorium now, abolition

next—and socialist revolution never!

(Well, that last is implicit.) It was great

at the April demonstration for Mumia in

San Francisco to see young people throw-

ing down their "new trial” signs and pick-

ing up ones that called for “Freedom for

Mumia—Abolish the Racist Death Pen-
alty!” and marching under our big banner
that said, “Break with the Democrats and
Republicans, Unchain Labor Power, For

a Workers Party That Fights for Socialist

Revolution!"

Let me tell you something about

the ISO’s predecessor, the International

Socialists (I.S.). I remember when they

were “neutral" on the war in Vietnam.
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Black Gl in Vietnam. Sign reads, “U.S. Negro Armymen! You are committing
the same ignominious crimes in South Vietnam that the KKK clique is

perpetrating against your family at home.”
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Because of their refusal to defend the

Soviet Union or any of the deformed

workers states, to the I.S. the war was just

"North Vietnamese totalitarianism” ver-

sus U.S. imperialism, so these "third

campists” were neutral. But when you

don't oppose your own bourgeoisie

in a bloody war, that really comes down

to backhanded support to U.S. imperial-

ism. After the Tet Offensive, the I.S.

decided that this position was just too

unpopular with New Leftists. So they

decided the Vietnamese were now waging

a struggle for self-determination, ducking

the question of social revolution entirely.

This was an unusual example of oppor-

tunists capitulating to the left.

Two Antiwar Movements
I think about the thousands and hun-

dreds of thousands who marched against

the Vietnam War, and the question is:

Where are they now? Most of them are

straight Democratic Party liberals or

worse. And the reformists of the SWP.

Workers World and the CP helped make

them that way. They demoralized people,

they demobilized them, they channeled

their anger back into the Democratic

Party. They did their small part to resta-

bilize the American capitalist system.

Around 1968, a left/right polarization

developed in the antiwar movement. On
the right were the SWP and CP. organ-

izing the big protests and doing the don-

key work for the Democratic Party. On
the left were the antiwar militants who
began to positively solidarize with the

Communist forces in Vietnam. I remem-

ber going to a giant antiwar demonstra-

tion in 1969 where we marched in an anti-

imperialist contingent up and down the

hills of San Francisco, chanting “Ho, Ho,

Ho Chi Minh—NLF is gonna win!" This

was certainly a subjective step to the left

for people who might well have voted for

Johnson, but identification with a Stalin-

ist movement was a problem, too. This is

what the Spartacist League said in 1968:

"There has been an understandable but

nevertheless unfortunate tendency on the

part of the American left to idealize Ho
Chi Minh and the leadership of the NLF.
and for radicals to turn their correct

demands for military victory against

imperialism and its puppets into uncriti-

cal political support for these leaders and

their politics. This is a grave error, for

not only do these would-be revolutionar-

ies not understand the deformities of

those they support—and are extremely

likely to feel personally betrayed when
the inevitable occurs—but are likely to

carry over the Stalinist hallmarks of

class-collaboration and murderous oppor-

tunism into the American revolutionary

movement."
— Spartacist supplement, "NLF

Program: Fetter on Victory,"

May 1968

I saw this actually happen. A friend

of mine went up to Vancouver to meet

with representatives of the NLF. My
friend thought she was meeting with the

real revolutionaries who would tell us

how to make the American revolution. In

the time-honored tradition of "socialism

in one country" and class collaboration,

they answered: “We Vietnamese cannot

tell you how to make your revolution. The

important thing is to work for the with-

drawal of American troops and not alien-

ate anyone who is against the war. Petition

your Congressman and fight the right.” In

other words, vote for “lesser evil” Demo-
crats. My friend was flabbergasted. It

was only after I came around the SL that

I came to understand the seeming contra-

diction between the Vietnamese Stalin-

ists’ incredible heroism and abject ref-

ormism. And I remember the famous

picture of Mao in China shaking hands

with Nixon in 1972 during some of the

worst U.S. bombing of North Vietnam.
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The Russian Revolution and the
Bolshevik Party
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U. of Illinois-Chicago, Circle Center
Room 505, 750 S Halsted

For information: (312) 454-4930

CHICAGO

My idea was to make a larger-than-life

blow-up of the photo and make all my
American Maoist friends contemplate the

counterrevolutionary U.S.-China alliance

aimed against the Soviet Union.

There is another important aspect to

the Stalinists' inherent hostility to prole-

tarian political power. The Vietnam War

was a social revolution, but it was not a

proletarian socialist revolution. The two

main agencies of the revolution were the

peasant-based Viet Cong guerrillas and

the North Vietnamese Army, a disciplined

instrument of the Hanoi Stalinist bureauc-

racy. In 1975, the South Vietnamese cit-

ies were liberated from without and the

working class subjected to military-

bureaucratic rule. That is why we call

Vietnam a deformed workers stale.

Forward to the American
Socialist Revolution!

When the U.S. pulled out of Vietnam

in 1975, the antiwar movement—which

was not an anti-capitalist movement but

an anti-U.S. involvement movement

—

just collapsed. In fact, it had already

started collapsing when the U.S. pulled

back from a direct military role with the

1973 Paris "peace" accord. The broader

New Left radicalization tended to dissi-

pate into the "me" generation.

The black question was decisive, and

here a historic opportunity was lost. The
road from the Vietnam War radicalization

into the proletariat was largely a black

road, but it was a road not taken. If

the SL had had 50 black cadre in the

late 1960s. the history of the American
left and perhaps the whole country might

be different. We didn’t have them; the

black nationalists did and they squan-

dered them. The Black Panthers saw
themselves as revolutionaries, but they

viewed the American revolution through

the distorting lens of nationalism. They
considered blacks to be an internal colony

and themselves as something like the

American version of the Viet Cong.
In this they were fundamentally wrong.

Black people are not a separate nation

which can liberate itself independently of

a general social revolution. The real lever

of black power in the U.S. is the power of

the black proletariat as part of the organ-

ized working class. The black question is

key to the American revolution. There can

be no socialist revolution without (he

united struggle of black and white work-

ers led by a multiracial vanguard party.

And nothing short of socialist revolution

will liberate black people from oppres-

sion and desperate poverty. That socialist

revolution is our goal today.

The Vietnam War wounded the Amer-

ican imperialist beast, but it certainly

didn't kill it. American imperialism has

never reconciled itself to losing in Viet-

nam and to losing China as a sphere for

exploitation in the 1949 Chinese Revolu-

tion. Through military means or eco-

nomic penetration, the U.S. has sought

to win back what it lost and return these

countries to neocolonial slavery. Our

unconditional military defense of the

workers states, of the social gains of those

revolutions—collectivized, state-owned

property, the monopoly of banking and

foreign trade—is increasingly urgent.

Particularly following the counterrev-

olution in the Soviet Union in 1991-92,

which deprived Vietnam of an economic

and military lifeline, the Hanoi regime

has responded to imperialist pressure by

pursuing “market reforms" and inviting

foreign investment. This follows devel-

opments in China. Sections of the Chi-

nese bureaucracy have openly capitalist-

restorationist appetites, and the policies

of the bureaucracy as a whole are pav-

ing the way for a showdown between the

bureaucracy and the working class that

will determine the future of China. And
the working class of China is very com-

bative! Proletarian political revolution

in China—premised on defense of the

planned, collectivized economy which

is the social foundation of the workers

state—would have a tremendous impact

in reversing the bourgeois onslaught

that the proletariat has suffered interna-

tionally since the demise of the Soviet

Union. It would reverberate across Asia,

including to Japan, the industrial power-

house of Asia.

Last year in China there were 120,000

labor disputes as the working class

reacted to the ravages of “market re-

forms” and the attempts of the bureauc-

racy to do away with the “iron rice bowl,"

guaranteed lifetime employment and

social benefits. This February, there was

literally an uprising in a mining town

northeast of Beijing where 20.000 work-

ers and their families battled cops and

the army, fighting layoffs and plant clo-

sures. And although the bureaucracy uses

the army against peasant protests, the

San Francisco Chronicle noted that the

bureaucracy is very nervous about us-

ing the army against the urban working

class. Chinese workers need a Leninist-

Trotskyist vanguard party if they are to

go beyond defensive economic struggles

and fight for political power. The choice

really is capitalist counterrevolution or

proletarian political revolution.

A key role in U.S. imperialism’s

counterrevolutionary drive is played by

the AFL-CIO labor tops, whose anti-

Communist operations against militant

unions in Latin America and elsewhere

have earned them the epithet “AFL-CIA.”

The AFL-CIO has been in the vanguard

of China-bashing, joined not only by

Democrats but also by incipient clerical-

fascist Pat Buchanan. The Seattle anti-

WTO demonstration last year was domi-

nated by racist protectionism, national

chauvinism and anti-Communism. These

labor bureaucrats and their leftist tails are

trying, once again, to line up the work-

ers to be cannon fodder for new imperi-

alist wars. And students who want to

oppose sweatshops are being lined up

to turn China and Vietnam back into a

giant sweatshop. We have a different mes-

sage for these youth: Workers of the

world, unite! For international socialist

revolution!

The modernization of China and Viet-

nam—providing the basis for a decent

life for all based on the advanced tech-

nology and productive resources now
concentrated in North America, West

Europe and Japan—requires proletarian

socialist revolution in the imperialist

centers. This would lay the basis for an

internationally planned socialist econ-

omy. And believe me, come the Ameri-

can revolution, one of the first things on

the agenda will be to aid the Vietnamese

workers and peasants whose victory over

U.S. imperialism in 1975 benefited work-

ing people everywhere. Join us in the

struggle for a socialist future!*
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Immigrant
Workers...
(continuedfrom page I)
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seen a slowdown in INS workplace raids

as well as moves in Congress to set aside

the most embarrassing features of the

1996 "Illegal Immigration Reform and

Immigrant Responsibility Act," which

calls for deportation even of "green

card” holders (permanent residents) who
have lived in the U.S. since childhood

for trivial offenses committed long ago.

While the Sweeney bureaucracy de-

votes more resources to organizing efforts

than its predecessors, a sizable proportion

of this goes to "organizing” the cops,

prison guards and security guards who
are paid to repress working people, immi-

grants and minorities. A 1999 AFL-CIO
resolution crowed that "recent major

advances have resulted from a focused

effort to bring law enforcement into the

American Labor Movement." The cur-

rent social-democratic AFL-CIO leader-

ship is, if anything, more committed to

appeals to the state agencies and parlies of

the capitalist class than the old-line "busi-

ness unionist" bureaucrats.

In this year’s election, the AFL-CIO
tops made the largest financial and polit-

ical mobilizing effort in its history to gel

out the labor vote for the Democrats.

Where $14 million was allocated to

union organizing last year. $56 million

of union members’ dues was thrown into

A1 Gore’s campaign alone, while mil-

lions more helped finance stale and local

Democratic campaigns. In the lead-up to

Would-be imperialist chief Al Gore
embraced by John Sweeney at

October 1999 AFL-CIO convention.
Union tops promote U.S. imperialist
"national interest" at January 1999
protectionist rally. Chauvinist
poison fuels attacks on immigrants.
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Banner at head of militant protest by Latino L.A. port

truckers (left) during 1994 campaign against Prop. 187
reads: “Long Live the Immigrant Workers’ Struggle

—

United Against Racism and Discrimination."

terrorism and Effective Death Penalty

Act," which mandates summary deporta-

tion of "subversive” immigrants on the

basis of "star chamber” hearings and
charges kept secret from them. "Opera-
tion Gatekeeper,” with its 12-foot-high

walls sealing off San Diego, was one of a

scries of measures under Clinton to beef

up the militarization of the border with

Mexico. As a result, over 340 immi-
grants have died this year alone trying to

reach el Norte.

The AFL-CIO’s call for an amnesty
was combined with demands for “crimi-

nal penalties. ..to punish employers who
recruit undocumented workers from
abroad” and chauvinist tirades against

immigrant worker programs that “dis-

criminate against U.S. workers” (AFL-

Almeida/NY Times
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STAND UPFOR STEEL
STOP ILLEGAL FOREIGN IMPORTS!

the Democratic National Convention in

L.A., the union lops moved to suppress
any outbreak of labor struggle.

The bureaucrats’ ties to the Demo-
cratic Party—ol which they are them-
selves a central component—have long
served to chain the working class to its

exploiters and preserve the rule of racist

American capitalism. With naturalized
Latino immigrants seen as "swing” vot-

ers wooed by both Republicans and
Democrats, bringing these immigrants
behind the Democratic Party was not an
insignificant factor motivating the labor

olficialdom’s new stance on immigrant
rights. Boasting of how he is organizing
Latino unionists as foot soldiers for the

Democrats, including for L.A. municipal
elections a year from now, L.A. County
Federation of Labor secretary-treasurer

Miguel Contreras declared, "We will

move heaven and earth to make sure that

our candidates win that election" (At-

lanta Journal and Constitution, 18 June),

The Clinton/Gore White House
enacted two of the most repressive anti-

immigrant laws ever. The 1996 immigra-
tion law was accompanied by the "Anti-

Burke/PageOne

CIO Executive Council Actions, 17 Feb-
ruary). The union tops also "called on
the federal government to maintain

efforts to keep illegal immigrants out of
the country" (New York Times, 17 Febru-

ary). This amounts to a call to strengthen

the hated INS—la migra—and the milita-

rization of the Mexican border.

Just as they use anti-black racism to

divide the working class, the capitalist

rulers, aided and abetted by the labor

bureaucracy, foster anti-immigrant chau-
vinism to pit native-born workers—black

as well as white—against immigrants.
Such chauvinism is poison to the strug-

gles of all the oppressed. The trade unions
must take up the demand that everyone
who makes it to the U.S.—“legal" or
"illegal"—has the right to stay here and
must champion the call for full citizen-

ship rights for all immigrants.

Immigrant Rights and the Fight
for Black Freedom

After nearly two decades of labor
defeats, inaugurated with Reagan's 1981
smashing of the PATCO air traffic con-
trollers union, the last few years have

seen a number of solid, widely popular

and winning strikes, beginning with the

Teamsters’ walkout against UPS in 1997.

Symptomatic of the breakup of the Rea-

gan years is the growing number of work-
ers who want to join unions. Business

Week (19 July 1999) reported that the

number of workers who would join a

union if they could has more than dou-
bled since 1984. If even half of those

were allowed to unionize, the labor move-
ment would represent as much as 35 per-

cent of the workforce, the same share it

held at its peak in 1945. And that would
cost the employers hundreds of billions of
dollars in wages and benefits. No wonder
union-busting is a multibillion-dollar

industry in capitalist America.
While the SEIU service employees

union, Sweeney’s old base, has grown
in recent years, membership in the Auto
Workers, Steelworkers and other unions
in basic industry has plummeted. Dis-

daining class struggle against the bosses,

the labor tops instead seek to negotiate

“neutrality" clauses in union contracts

which purportedly pledge management
to allow organizing in non-union shops.

This has led to drawn-out. failed union-

ization drives typified by the one at

the DaimlerChrysler plant in Vance.

Alabama.

The union bureaucracy likewise relies

on legislation like the 1935 Labor Rela-

tions Act, passed under "New Deal”
Democrat Franklin D. Roosevelt, which
supposedly guarantees the right to organ-

ize. But it’s still perfectly legal to

fire farm workers, who are not covered
under its provisions, for trying to join

a union. Nor do such "labor friendly”

laws prevent the widespread victimiza-

tion of pro-union workers in other indus-

tries. A recent report by Human Rights

Watch estimated that 125,000 workers
were fired or otherwise victimized just

between 1992 and 1997 for supporting

a union. Among them was Haitian immi-
grant Marie Sylvain, a nursing home
worker in Miami whose firing intimidated

70 co-workers into abandoning an organ-

izing drive.

After four earlier union recognition

voles—and organizing efforts which
began 93 years earlier—the overwhelm-

ingly black and immigrant textile work-

ers at the Fieldcrest Cannon plant in the

company town of Kannapolis, North Car-

olina voted last year to join UNITE. But

to translate this isolated victory into a

drive to organize the “open shop” South

as a whole comes right up against the

legalistic strategy pursued by the pro-

capitalist labor lops. Any significant

organizing drive poses a direct confronta-

tion with state “right to work" laws and
the cops and courts that enforce them, as

well as their lynch mob auxiliaries of the

Ku Klux Klan. The KKK and the people

behind them have always understood that

unions mean racial integration. Union-
izing the South would require mobiliz-

ing not only the ranks of labor but the

black masses, who would rally to the

unions’ cause in struggle against the

racist oppressors.

One of a series of articles on racism in

America in the New York Times earlier

this year gave a sense not only of how
the workforce in the South has changed
as a result of recent immigration but also

of the lengths to which the capitalists

will go in keeping unions out. Smithfield

Packing in Tar Heel, North Carolina is

the biggest employer in the region and
the largest pork production plant in the

world. “The few whites on the payroll

tend to be mechanics or supervisors,”

reported the Times (16 June). "With few
exceptions, that leaves the blacks and
Mexicans with the dirty jobs at the fac-

tory, one of the only places within a 50-

mile radius in this muddy comer of
North Carolina where a person might
make more than $8 an hour.” Manage-
ment kept lists of union sympathizers
during a failed union recognition vote in

1997, firing black workers and replacing

them with Latino immigrants. The morn-
ing of the vote, workers were met by
deputy sheriffs in riot gear and the union
trailer had been defaced with "N
lover.”

Black oppression, rooted in the legacy
of slavery, is central to the economy,
history and social institutions of capital-

ist America. The color bar is key in

obscuring the irreconcilable class divide

between labor and capital. Even the rela-

tively privileged Cuban immigrants who
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Democratic Clinton administration has stepped up racist anti-immigrant campaign, imprisoning and deporting

hundreds of thousands. Border patrol agents’ roundup of immigrants (left), INS detention center.

are welcomed into the U.S. by the

anti-Communist American rulers soon

find this out. While white Cuban gusa-

nos (counterrevolutionary "worms”) run

Miami, the black Cubans who get there

are relegated to low-paid jobs, segregated

in ghettos like Liberty City and Overtown

and subjected to racist cop terror.

In racist America, class exploitation

has always been wrapped in the envelope

of raw racism. Today the desperate con-

ditions of life—rotten schools and rotting

housing, no health care, low-wage jobs

—

that were visited first on black and immi-

grant workers are increasingly a reality

for the working class as a whole. As long

as workers are pitted against each other in

competition for a limited pool ofjobs, the

necessary consequence will be a divided

and weakened labor movement. At the

same time, there will be no resistance to

immiseration of the working class with-

out the unity in struggle between the trade

unions and the black and Hispanic poor.

Black workers, who continue to be inte-

grated into strategic sectors of the indus-

trial proletariat, can be the living link fus-

ing the anger of the dispossessed ghetto

masses with the social power of the multi-

racial proletariat.

The potential for such unity in struggle

was seen in the widespread sympathy of

the ghetto and barrio poor for the recent

strike by the overwhelmingly black L.A.

transit workers union. Earlier, the largely

Latino janitors strike was met with equal

sympathy and support. But to realize the

social power of labor, and link it to the

defense of the black and Latino inner-city

masses, there must be a new, class-

struggle leadership of the labor move-

ment which actively champions the cause

of black liberation and mobilizes the

unions in defense of the rights of immi-

grants and all the oppressed. That means

breaking the chains forged by the labor

bureaucracy which shackle the working

class to the rule of capital, centrally

through the agency of the Democratic

Party.

• Imperialism and Immigration

Immigrants continue to work the most

backbreaking and the lowest-paid jobs

and are subjected to discrimination,

violence and the threat of deportation

California’s Prop. 187 in 1994 denied

public education and medical care to un-

documented immigrants. Although most

of its provisions were struck down in the

courts, it achieved its purpose in terroriz-

ing immigrants. Such measures, includ-

ing chauvinist “English only” campaigns

and attacks on bilingual education, are

the legislative counterpart to racist ter-

ror, such as the recent attempted mur-

der of two Mexican day laborers on

Long Island (see "Labor: Mobilize to

Defend Immigrant Workers!” WV No.

743, 6 October).

Among the hundreds of INS raids

carried out in 1999, "Operation Van-

guard” in the Midwest specifically tar-

geted unionization efforts at meatpack-

ing plants, deporting hundreds. When
Latina maids at a Holiday Inn in Minne-

apolis attempted to join a union, their

boss called in the INS, which arrested

nine workers. Even after a court ruled

that they were unfairly victimized and

awarded them $72,000 in damages, these

courageous women workers still face

deportation. Triply oppressed as immi-

grants, workers and women, such work-

ers have played a vanguard role in labor

struggles in their homelands and in the

U.S. But here, too, the labor tops bow
before the most reactionary enemies of

these women workers—centrally the

Catholic church.

L.A.’s Cardinal Mahony, who has pre-

sided over vicious strikebreaking against

workers in the city’s Catholic hospitals

and was instrumental in ending a walk-

out by county workers just before the

presidential elections, was a featured

speaker at the AFL-CIO’s immigration

forum in L.A. Posturing as the defenders

of immigrants, the Catholic hierarchy

seeks to bolster its flagging flock and fill

its collection plates while it spearheads

reactionary campaigns against abortion

rights, seeking to enforce the subjugation

of women to church and family.

The Spartacist League recognizes that

immigrant workers, many with experi-

ence in social struggle in their countries

of origin, can serve as a human bridge

linking up workers in the U.S. with their

class brothers and sisters internation-

ally. In the International Communist
League’s "Declaration of Principles and

Some Elements of Program" (Spartacist

[English-language edition] No. 54, Spring

1998), we wrote:

“Modern capitalism, i.e., imperialism,

reaching into all areas of the planet, in

the course of the class struggle and as

economic need demands, brings into the

proletariat at its bottom new sources of

cheaper labor, principally immigrants

from poorer and less-developed regions

of the world—workers with few rights

who are deemed more disposable in

times of economic contraction. Thus
capitalism in ongoing fashion creates

different strata among the workers, while

simultaneously amalgamating the work-

ers of many different lands. Everywhere,

the capitalists, abetted by aristocracy-of-

labor opportunists, try to poison class

consciousness and solidarity among the

workers by fomenting religious, national

and ethnic divisions. The struggle for the

unity and integrity of the working class

against chauvinism and racism is thus a

vital task for the proletarian vanguard."

Until the substantial entry of blacks

into the industrial workforce, anti-

immigrant and anti-Catholic chauvinism

were the chief weapons of the capitalist

rulers in dividing and holding back the

working class, in the first instance

directed against the Irish and German
immigrants who began arriving in the

1840s. The Chinese laborers who were

brought over around the same time to

work in segregated gangs in the gold

fields and on the railroads were sub-

jected to vicious racism. The nativist

“Know-Nothing” Party that arose in the

1850s was anti-Catholic and virulently

anti-Chinese. In 1882, Congress passed

the Chinese Exclusion Act, which all but

cut off Chinese immigration and banned

naturalization of Chinese immigrants;

this racist law remained on the books

until World War II.

The end of the 19th century saw

a wave of South and East European

immigrants, many of them socialists or

anarchists. In the years after the 1917

Russian Revolution, thousands of immi-

grants and leftists were deported in the

anti-Communist Palmer raids. This was

followed by a series of laws restricting

immigration and imposing a discrimina-

tory quota system mainly directed

against East European Jews, reducing

immigration by 60 percent by 1927.

These racist quotas were perpetuated in

the 1952 McCarran-Walter Immigration

and Nationality Act, which was passed

amid the Cold War McCarthyite hysteria

and the purge of militants who had been

in the forefront of building the CIO
unions. Attacks on immigrant workers

have always served as a spearhead for

attacks on the labor movement as a

whole.

"Use ’em, abuse ’em and send ’em

back” has long been the motto of Ameri-

can capitalists, who have seen Mexico

and other countries as a vast reservoir of

cheap labor to be tapped in order to drive

down wages at home. During the Depres-

sion, both Mexican immigrants and Mex-

ican Americans in California came under

attack, culminating in the "Zoot Suit”

pogroms in the L.A. area in 1943. While

thousands of "temporary" Mexican work-

ers were brought in under the
"
bracero

”

program between 1942 and 1964 to slave

in agribusiness, denied the most elemen-

tary rights, over a million Mexican immi-

grants and many Mexican Americans

were targeted for mass deportations under

"Operation Wetback” in 1954.

For Proletarian
Internationalism!

As the history of immigration in

the United States demonstrates, foreign

workers brought into the country during

times of economic boom are made
scapegoats when the boom inevitably

goes bust. At such times, the pro-capitalist

trade-union bureaucrats are enlisted

to maintain “labor peace” and divert

workers’ outrage by spreading racist

anti-immigrant chauvinism among the

workers.

The Knights of Labor, founded in

1869 as one of the first national trade-

union organizations, while admitting

black workers, barred Chinese workers

from membership. The newly fledged

labor bureaucracy connived in making

Chinese workers scapegoats for a series

continued on page 10
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Marxist

Archives...
(continuedfrom page 3)

and Max Shachtman." It pitted Canadian

academic Bryan Palmer, who is writing

a biography of Cannon, against UScc
supporter Peter Drucker, author of the

tendentious Max Shachtman and His Left.

Palmer ably defended Cannon as a pro-

letarian revolutionary, insisting rightly

that he "showed us the way." Palmer
pointed out with disgust that (here was

more conference speaker time devoted

to the egomaniacal cx-Trotskyist C.L.R.

James—long a favorite in academic cir-

cles—than to Cannon. But this is merely

an indication of the utter indifference

of most of the conference participants

to the light for proletarian revolution. We
also enjoyed the presentation of Edmond
Kovacs on the legacy of Murry and Myra
Tanner Weiss, who led the Los Angeles
SWP local in the 1940s and early 1950s.

SL and PRL publications sold briskly

during the conference, especially the

newly published Prometheus Research

Series No. 5 containing the 1936 docu-

ment “Marxist Politics or Unprincipled

Combinationism?” written by Shachtman
when he was a close collaborator of Can-
non. Several of the conference partici-

pants have made use of the PRL holdings

in their research and many paid tribute to

our archival and publishing work.

* * *

What’s a nice girl like me doing at

a place like this? A Spartacist speaking

on the platform? Well, let’s just say

that the invitation for us to speak was
the acknowledgment that vice gives to

virtue.

The Prometheus Research Library is a

working research facility for a wide range

of Marxist studies. More fundamentally,

we are the central reference archive

of the Spartacist League, which is the

U.S. section of the International Commu-
nist League (Fourth Internationalist). We
in the ICL are forging an international

movement dedicated to making new
October Revolutions around the globe.

Thus we see ourselves as the active

subjects of Trotskyist history, rather than

simple passive commentators about it.

The relationship between a library’s hold-

ings and its purpose is an interesting

Pathfinder

Founder of American Trotskyism,
James P. Cannon.

question. In our case, of course, the rela-

tionship is direct. Our task is the general

education and political arming of ICL
cadre. We seek both to learn from the vic-

tories of previous generations of revolu-

tionary Marxists—and not to repeat their

mistakes.

Our collection is centered on, hut by
no means limited to, the history of the

Communist and Trotskyist movements.
For example, given the extensive interna-

tional travel of our cadre, we have many
books on airplane disasters. But we have

very little on C.L.R. James. Even when
James was a member of the Trotskyist

movement, the review in the SWP’s New
International (February 1938) of his his-

tory of the Comintern, World Revolution,

1917-1936, was dominated by a refuta-

tion of its numerous errors. That’s a

dubious distinction not claimed by any
other Trotskyist author to my knowledge.

Our library grew out of the personal

holdings of Spartacist League National

Chairman James Robertson. Jim pains-

takingly acquired his volumes of Ple-

khanov, Marx and Trotsky and Lenin in

the 1950s and early '60s. At the time,

books by Trotsky in English were scarce.

The SWP didn’t reprint much by Trotsky

during the period from World War II to

the early 1970s, when George Breitman
began Pathfinder’s ambitious Trotsky

publishing program. Jim tells the story of

how happy he was when he acquired in

the late 1950s the last published work
by Trotsky in English that he didn't have.

Between Red and White—a polemic in

defense of the Red Army’s overturn of

the capitalist Menshevik government

in Georgia in 1921—not a Trotsky work
very popular with the crowd here.

The volume was given to him by Murry
Weiss as a going-away present when Jim
returned to the Bay Area after a few

months’ stay in New York. Jim always

speaks fondly of Murry and Myra Weiss.

The PRL collections now include

some 5,600 books, hundreds of reels

of microfilm, thousands of documents
and bulletins. Our main collection is in

New York, but we also have a Western
Station in the Bay Area, as well as a

small library in London. Our collections

do not circulate; they arc available on
site to our members. Our New York
library is open to other qualified

researchers by appointment.

The PRL seeks collaborative relation-

ships with other individuals and insti-

tutions who share our interests. Many
of you know of our collaboration with

George Breitman on our book of Cannon
writings. We have assisted the Trotsky

Museum in Coyoacdn, which I hope
Esteban will be able to talk about. We
have an active publishing program, seek-

ing to make important historical material

available to a wider audience. Many of
you have bought our bulletins.

Origins of the
Spartacist League

I want to give a bit of Jim’s personal

political history, since it goes some way
to explaining our archival holdings. Com-
rade Robertson joined the Communist
Party youth in 1946. But he was disgusted

w ith the reformism of the Henry Wallace
campaign in 1948. He left the CP to join

Shachtman's Workers Party in 1949, just

before the organization changed its name
to the Independent Socialist League. As
the ISL plunged to the right under the

impact of the first Cold War, Jim became
a left-wing oppositionist, trying to main-
tain the so-called “third camp" against

Shachtman’s increasingly open prefer-

ence for the U.S. imperialist camp. In

this capacity, Jim debated Shachtman
twice and still remembers the look on
Shachtman’s face when Jim arrived for a

debate on the Korean War carrying a copy
of Shachtman’s January 1941 polemic
against the SWP’s Proletarian Military

Policy, “Working Class Policy in War and

Peace.” It is reprinted in our PRS No. 2,

which you can buy at our literature table.

But Jim came to realize that the “third

camp" was untenable. What won him
away from bureaucratic collectivism was
the Hungarian political revolution of

1956, in which the bureaucracy mani-

festly did not act like a social class, but as

the brittle caste that Trotsky said it was.

Jim and Tim Wohlforth led the Left Wing
Caucus of the Young Socialist League
in 1956-57—that was the Shachtnianite

youth organization. The Left Wing Cau-

cus opposed the liquidation of the ISL
into the Socialist Party. They joined with

youth around the SWP in publishing the

Young Socialist newspaper and became
the founding leadership of the YSA
(Young Socialist Alliance) in 1960.

The PRL has complete sets of the

Shachtmanite newspaper. Labor Action.

We also have extensive, but not complete,

holdings of the WP/ISL internal and edu-

cational bulletins, as well as youth bulle-

tins and minutes. We have bulletins and
extensive personal correspondence docu-

menting the light of the Left Wing Cau-
cus and the founding of the YSA.

The Spartacist League, of course, has

its origins in the Revolutionary Tendency
of the SWP. The nucleus of the RT origi-

nated in the central leadership of the YSA
and it fought against the degeneration of

the SWP as manifested by its abandon-
ment of a proletarian perspective, as well

as its abandonment of the fight for revo-

lutionary vanguard parties around the

globe, when it embraced the Cas-
troite leadership of the peasant-based

Cuban Revolution as "unconscious Trot-

skyists"—an oxymoron if ever there was.

This is when the SWP first denied
Trotsky’s permanent revolution in pro-

gram and practice, if not yet in theory. As
I mentioned in the workshop yesterday,

the RT also fought to get the SWP to

intervene in the civil rights movement,
against the party leadership’s policy of
tailing first the liberal pacifist leadership

of Martin Luther King, and later the black

nationalist leadership. We have complete
documentation of the RT’s fight and the

founding conference of the Spartacist

League in 1966, as well as the interna-

tional extension of the Spartacist ten-

dency in subsequent years.

We stand firmly on the shoulders of
James Cannon, the finest Leninist this

country has yet produced. Ed Kovacs
was wrong yesterday to say the Weiss group

Ruben R. Ramirez
Women workers have been in vanguard of labor struggle in Mexico against
foreign corporations' maquiladora plants along U.S. border, as in 1995 RCA
Thomson strike in Ciudad Juarez.

Immigrant
Workers...
(continuedfrom page 9)

of economic crises. American Federation

of Labor head Samuel Gompers, whom
John Sweeney lionizes today, was an

outright racist who lobbied for the Chi-
nese Exclusion Act, arguing that the

“maintenance of the nation depended
upon maintenance of racial purity and
strength.”

In the 1950s, the union tops supported

“Operation Wetback." In the ’70s, Cali-

fornia Farmworkers leader Cesar Chavez
called on la migra to deport undocu-
mented workers who refused to join the

union. A decade later, the AFL-CIO
bureaucracy was one of the main backers
of the 1986 "Immigration Reform and
Control Act" which imposed employer
sanctions against hiring undocumented
workers. In 1995, the call by Atlanta

building trades lops for raids against

undocumented workers triggered the INS’
“Operation SouthPAW" ("Protect Amer-
ican Workers") and the seizure of thou-

sands of foreign-born workers through-

out the South.

The shining exception to such anti-

immigrant chauvinism in the U.S. la-

bor movement was the revolutionary-

syndicalist Industrial Workers of the

World (IWW), founded in 1905 with the

understanding that "the working class

and the employing class have nothing in

common." The IWW fought for inte-

grated labor struggle north and south of
the Mexican border and opposed anti-

Chinese and anti-Mexican racism. Many
of the best IWW militants, such as James
P. Cannon (who later became a founding
American Trotskyist), were inspired to

join the early Communist Party following

the Bolshevik Revolution. A 1922 resolu-

tion of the Communist International

directed the Communist parlies in the

U.S. and other advanced capitalist coun-
tries to “conduct an energetic campaign
against laws prohibiting immigration”
and to “explain to the proletarian masses
of these countries that such laws, by stir-

ring up race hatred, will in the end bring
injury to themselves."

The AFL-CIO bureaucracy cannot
lully defend the rights of immigrant
workers because, at bottom, its loyalty

lies with the American capitalist rulers

against those they exploit and against

their imperialist rivals. After decades of
aiding the U.S. government in gutting

unions in Latin American countries and
throughout the Third World, the AFL-
CIO now calls on the U.S. government to

enlorce “labor standards" on those im-
poverished countries. While we denounce
the 1994 North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) as the “free-trade
rape of Mexico” by U.S. imperialism, the

labor tops’ opposition to NAFTA is com-
pletely couched in protectionist terms of
"saving American jobs,” exemplified by
the Teamsters tops’ chauvinist campaign
to ban Mexican truckers from the U.S.
Our watchword is not the deadly dan-

gerous trap of “defending American
jobs" against foreign competition, but

the words which Karl Marx and Frie-

drich Engels inscribed on their banner
more than 150 years ago: "Workers of
the world, unite!" What communists
have to say to the impoverished masses
ot the backward countries is that the

answer to their desperate social condi-
tions does not lie in an individual ticket

to the U.S. or West Europe, but rather
in international socialist revolution: the

necessary precondition for the economic
reorganization of human society through
freeing the productive forces from the

fetters ot private ownership and the capi-

talist nation-state.
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were the last Cannonists. We are Cannon-
ists—and not the last ones, because we
fully intend to train future generations.

Trotskyism, the
Bolshevism of Today
The PRL’s priority is collecting mate-

rial from our direct revolutionary fore-

bears, the Communist Party of the 1920s,

the (Trotskyist) Communist League of

America, the Workers Parly of the United

Slates from 1935-36 (not to be confused

with Shachtman’s later parly), the Trot-

skyists during the Socialist Party entry

and the SWP to 1963. And of course the

international Communist and Trotskyist

movements they were part of, from the

Comintern to the International Left

Opposition through the Fourth Interna-

tional until it was destroyed by Pabloilc

revisionism in 1951-53, and the Interna-

tional Committee which waged a belated,

partial fight against Pahloism

We place no premium on having origi-

nal copies, or the complete papers of

any individual. Rather, we seek complete

sets of Central Committee and Politi-

cal Committee minutes and internal and

international bulletins, as well as corre-

spondence. For our purposes, an archival-

grade xerox is just as good—even bet-

ter—than an original. Jim collected SWP
internal bulletins and Communist Party

material even as a young member of

Shachtman’s organization. But we have

expanded well beyond Jim’s original col-

lection—through purchases, xeroxing

from old timers’ libraries and bequests.

Our collection includes substantial

internal material from the American
Communist Party and its youth group in

the 1920s, including Political Committee
minutes. We drew from this in preparing

our selection of Cannon’s writings and
speeches from the 1920s, which Bryan

Palmer told you about yesterday. We were

not allowed access to the Comintern
archives in Moscow when preparing the

book, but they opened up shortly there-

after. From these archives we obtained

microfilm copies and many more items

by and about Cannon in the ’20s. Bryan

has used this material in researching his

biography of Cannon.
We have a complete set of the Militant

from its founding to the early 1960s, as

well as the New International (AT) and
Fourth International (we also have the Nl
from 1940-58, when it was Shachtman’s

theoretical journal). We have almost com-
plete holdings of American Trotskyist

internal and international bulletins from

the founding of the Communist League of

America. Our holdings of SWP internal

bulletins are complete but for a few issues

through 1984. As far as leading body
minutes, we have what I believe is a com-
plete set of the resident National Commit-
tee minutes which were produced and cir-

culated in the CLA. We also have some
rare and original internal documentation

from the CLA and its youth group,

including the draft minutes of the CLA's
Third Conference in 1934, which to our

knowledge exist in no other collection.

Our holdings of National and Political

Committee minutes for later American
Trotskyist organizations are more partial,

but substantial for some periods. Simi-

larly, we have substantial ILO Interna-

tional Secretariat minutes for the early

1930s, but our international holdings are

more spotty for later periods.

Our brochure notes that the fact that

our collection centers on the American
Trotskyist and Communist movements is

both a strength and a weakness. A weak-
ness because our foreign-language hold-

ings are more partial than we would like.

But more fundamentally because the

1917 Russian Revolution, including both

the lead-up to it and the revolutionary

years which immediately followed, con-

tinues to be the central reference point

for genuine opponents of capitalism. The
October Revolution was the first success-

ful working-class insurrection to estab-

lish the dictatorship of the proletariat—
and maintain it for some 74 years. To
write off this experience as irrelevant

today is, quite simply, to abandon Marx-
ist historical materialism.

Trotskyism was forged in the struggle

to defend and extend the gains of the Rus-

sian Revolution—both material and ideo-

logical. “Trotskyism” is nothing but the

Bolshevism of Lenin as extended to the

period of the degeneration of the Rus-

sian Revolution. The Fourth International

stood squarely on the program and prin-

ciples elaborated by the first four con-

gresses of the Comintern. This is a histor-

ical truth buried by every other speaker at

this conference.

The PRL’s collection includes various-

language minutes and resolutions of

Comintern congresses as well as its inter-

national journals in English and German.
Our first Prometheus Research bulletin

was the first complete, authoritative Eng-
lish translation of the Organizational Res-

olution of the Third Congress of the Com-
intern. It’s a manual of party building and

has direct relevance to what we do today.

The comrades of the ICL’s Moscow
station also managed to procure for us

much of the Russian-language record of

the Bolshevik Party. We have some 323
published Russian-language titles (repre-

senting many more volumes), including

stenographic reports of the Russian party

congresses and conferences and memoirs
by old Bolsheviks. We also took advan-

tage of the brief opening of Trotskyist

material in the Comintern archives

—

much of it is now unavailable again—to

copy some Left Opposition material. We
have several manuscript memoirs of Rus-
sian Oppositionists.

The Communist International insisted

on an irreconcilable break with all forms

of reformism and revisionism. It also

showed revolutionaries around the world
how to link the struggle for socialist

revolution to the day-to-day struggles of
workers in the imperialist epoch, super-

seding the old Social Democratic divi-

sion between minimum and maximum
program. This is what the Transitional

Program is based on. And all this consti-

tutes a powerful refutation of the thesis

peddled by Alan Wald and other mem-
bers of the reformist organization Soli-

darity speaking here—who argue for

junking the "old Trotskyism”— that the

program that Cannon built the SWP on is

only appropriate for a period of working-

class upsurge, that it is no longer rele-

vant today. The "new” arguments raised

by Wald el al. amount to nothing but

a restatement of the “party of the whole
class" reformism of the Second Interna-

tional—at best. At worst it’s a call for the

eclectic political bloc that was the First

International. As if the whole 20th cen-

tury—two world wars, the Russian Revo-
lution, the victory of Hitler in Germany,
the Stalinists’ strangling of the Spanish

Revolution—never happened!

The Purpose of the PRL
The PRL is known for the thorough-

ness and accuracy of our historical

research. This is not a personal quality of

our staff. Rather it flows from the fact that

we have the same aim as that of our fore-

bears—the forging of a revolutionary

vanguard party of the working class as the

historically proven, necessary instrument

for the establishment of the dictatorship

of the proletariat. We need to know what

really happened, to learn from it. In con-

trast, the revisionist “Trotskyist” histo-

rians simply seek justification in the past

for their reformist program today.

I’ll give you an example, one men-
tioned yesterday by Bryan Palmer. The
PRL has collected some 600 documents—including minutes, correspondence and

polemics—from the factional polariza-

tion between what can broadly be called

the Cannon group and the Shachtman
group in the Communist League of Amer-
ica from 1931-33. Most of the leading

protagonists downplayed the fight— if

they didn’t deny it—in later years. Even
Cannon’s History ofAmerican Trotskyism

deals with the period pretty superficially.

But the CLA almost split, a development
which Trotsky feared would have led to

the stillbirth of American Trotskyism.

As Pierre Broud alluded to on Friday

night, the fight began over Shachtman's
support to petty-bourgeois careerist ele-

ments in Europe, like Kurt Landau, Pierre

Naville and M. Mill. Shachtman had

made two trips to Europe and was the

CLA’s supposed international "expert.”

But Cannon had to wage a fight and do a

poll of the National Committee just to put

the CLA National Committee on record

in favor of Trotsky as against Naville and

against the Spanish section under the

leadership of Andres Nin, which was
moving rapidly away from the ILO.

Shachtman capitulated early on the inter-

national questions; even so the fight con-

tinued. and in fact deepened. It prefigured

the 1939-40 faction fight in a myriad of

ways, from the social composition of the

two groups to their political methods,
petty-bourgeois vs. proletarian.

Almost all the tales on the “organi-

zational question” that surfaced in 1940

—Cannon the Zinovicvisl. Cannon the

meanest tiger in the so-called "bu-

reaucratic jungle,” Cannon the hand-

raiser for Trotsky, Cannon the anti-

internationalist—have their origins in the

Shachtman faction’s main document of

the time, “The Communist League of

America: Prospect and Retrospect." But

there were no principled or programmatic

differences. So Trotsky intervened hard to

put a stop to it in the spring of 1933. The
polarization dissipated as Shachtman
went over to collaborate with Cannon
in pursuing the new opportunities that

opened up before the American Trotsky-

ists in 1934. What Cannon learned from

Trotsky in this fight completed his educa-

tion as a Leninist, as Cannon repeatedly

said in later years.

All this material speaks powerfully

against the myths perpetrated in Peter

Drucker's Max Shachtman and His Left—
you know. Shachtman, the happy com-
missar for Leon Trotsky, running around

Europe in the early 1930s as Trotsky’s

agent; Shachtman as Cannon’s “idea

man." In fact, by late 1931 Trotsky had

had it with Shachtman in Europe. And
Shachtman's contributions to early Amer-
ican Trotskyism, while quite substantial,

were almost exclusively journalistic.

Cannon quipped in 1943 that “if Shacht-

man ever had an original idea, I never

caught him at it." Peter Drucker doesn’t

quote that. So we’ve collected all this

material, and we hope in the future to

publish a selection as a book.

I said the fight dissipated after 1934.

Well, not quite. There remained a group

of Shachtman’s former supporters, who
took shape as the Abern clique. There’s

significant light shed on that in our

new Prometheus Research Series No. 5,

a reprint of Max Shachtman's 1936 docu-

ment "Marxist Politics or Unprincipled

Combinationism?"—which many of you
have already bought.

At the beginning of The State and Rev-

olution Lenin noted that after his death,

Marx was increasingly turned into a

harmless icon, the better to emasculate

and vulgarize the revolutionary essence

of his ideas. The same has happened to

Trotsky at this conference. He’s been

turned into a harmless, democratic "anti-

Stalinist” by those who want to cover

their own accommodation to the decaying

"democratic” imperialist order.

Let's let Trotsky speak for himself, and
in so doing summarize what are the aims
of the PRL. This is from his 1937 work
“Stalinism or Bolshevism":

"Reactionary epochs like ours not only
disintegrate and weaken the working
class and its vanguard but also lower the

general ideological level of the movement
and throw political thinking back to

stages long since passed through. In these

conditions, the task of the vanguard is

above all not to let itself be carried along
by the backward flow: it must swim
against the current. If an unfavorable rela-

tion of forces prevents it from holding the

positions that it has won. it must al least

retain its ideological positions, because in

them is expressed the dearly purchased
experience of the past. Fools will con-
sider this policy 'sectarian.' Actually it is

the only means of preparing for a new tre-

mendous surge forward with the coming
historical tide "»
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Defend the Gains of the

Vietnamese Revolution!

Clinton Visit: Imperialist Mass
Murderers Preach “Reconciliation”

In the first visit to Vietnam by an Amer-
ican president since that small country

inflicted a stinging defeat on the U.S. 25

years ago, imperialist Commander in

Chief Bill Clinton in November cynically

preached "reconciliation” and talked of

the “shared suffering" which supposedly

joins together the imperialist mass mur-

derers and their victims. Vietnamese

Communist Party leader Le Kha Phieu

aptly responded to this hypocritical cant:

“Where did the cause of our resistance

war against invaders come from? Funda-

mentally it came because imperialists

invaded to get colonies. Why did the

United States bring its army to invade

Vietnam when Vietnam did not bring an

army to invade the United States?”

Having slaughtered three million or

more Vietnamese. Washington then im-

posed a vindictive starvation block-

ade against the impoverished and war-

ravaged country, an embargo lifted only a

few years ago so that bloodsucking com-
panies like Nike could move in and set up

sweatshop operations exploiting low-paid

Vietnamese workers. Clinton made clear

that the American bourgeoisie continues

to pursue through economic blackmail

the aim it could not achieve on the battle-

field: the smashing of the gains of the

Vietnamese social revolution. He praised

"entrepreneurship, innovation and com-
petition” and lectured that “the trend

towards freedom is virtually irreversible"

As the mouthpiece of the American bour-

geoisie, the New York Times (20 Novem-
ber), noted, “Today, it is not troops the

United States is bringing to Vietnam but

a free market.”

The Vietnamese people had years of

experience of imperialist “freedom”

—

with its carpet bombings, concentration

camps and CIA and domestic torturers

—

and they have seen what the "free mar-

ket” brought to the working people of

the former Soviet Union. Quoted in the

Times
, Le Kha Phieu said: "We have seen

the collapse of the U.S.S.R. We are still on

our feet, we have reaffirmed Socialism
"

However, the Vietnamese Stalinists them-

selves encourage the forces of capitalist

counterrevolution by conciliating impe-

rialism, inviting foreign capital in and

implementing "market reforms."

It is the duty of the international prole-

tariat to fight for unconditional military

defense of the Vietnamese bureaucrati-

cally deformed workers state against

imperialism and internal counterrevolu-

tion. It is necessary for the Vietnamese

workers to oust the Stalinist bureaucracy

through proletarian political revolution as

part of a program of world socialist revo-

lution. We publish below in edited form a

talk by Spartacist League member Diana

Coleman last spring in Vancouver cele-

brating the 25th anniversary of the Viet-

namese victory over U.S. imperialism.

On 30 April 1975, North Vietnamese

tanks rolled into Saigon, driving out

the defeated U.S. imperialists. Panicked

Americans were taking off in helicopters

from the roof of the U.S. embassy. South

Vietnamese collaborators, agents and tor-

turers tried to fight or beg their way onto

the helicopters. With the U.S.’ typical

contempt for its erstwhile allies, most of

them were left to face their just desserts.

A recent New York Times (19 April) arti-

cle recounts their frenzied attempts to

escape as well as the celebration through-

out Vietnam following the U.S. pull-

out, as documented by a number of Viet-

namese war photographers. One of the

photographers, Duong Thanh Phong, re-

called, “It was such a happy day. Every-

body was on the streets laughing and

singing.” Describing some of the photos

he took on his 30-mile ride to Saigon, the

article continued:

“The most evocative shot from that ride

shows a road filled with hundreds of pairs

of military boots, discarded by South
Vietnamese soldiers who ripped off their

uniforms to try to mingle with civilians.

“Mr. Phong said that he had also taken

pictures of the fleeing soldiers in their

underwear but that he had thought it too

embarrassing to print.”

For revolutionaries, victories—espe-

cially of this magnitude—are few and far

between. Our reformist opponents whine,

“No more Vietnams!” (By the way, this

is also the title of Richard Nixon's book

Hanoi, November 17: Clinton with Viet-

namese president Tran Due Luong in

front of bust of Communist leader
Ho Chi Minh.

lamenting the U.S. defeat.) But we say,

“Vietnam was a victory! Two, three,

many defeats for U.S. imperialism!”

Vietnam was a social revolution, a vic-

tory for the working people everywhere.

The bourgeois press routinely refers to

Vietnam as the most humiliating defeat

ever suffered by the U.S. military. Well, it

was. As we look at the world today, where
U.S. imperialism has bombed Iraq back

to the Stone Age (as an American general

once threatened to do to Vietnam), where

U.S./NATO terror bombing of Serbia was
conducted under the cynical pretext of

“human rights" for “poor little Kosovo,”

we are here to say that imperialist war,

exploitation and racism are only going to

be ended through international proletar-

ian revolution.

To get a picture of the scope of the U.S.

defeat in Vietnam, you have to get a pic-

ture of the scope of the war effort. This

was U.S. imperialism’s war against Com-
munism in Asia, and their drive to smash
the Vietnamese Revolution was no less

aimed at China and the Soviet Union.

At the height of the war, the U.S. had
half a million combat troops in Vietnam
and another 300,000 in the surrounding

region. Fully 60 percent of the entire U.S.

infantry and Marine Corps was engaged
in Vietnam. With the exception of nuclear

weapons, every weapon in the Pentagon
arsenal was used in Vietnam. The war
was regarded as a testing ground for new
weapons, everything from cluster bombs
to chemical poisons like Agent Orange.
The U.S. dropped more bomb tonnage on
Vietnam than the combined total dropped
by all of the combatants in World War II.

Every day. a fleet of B-52 bombers would
take off from Guam or Okinawa heading
toward the jungles of Vietnam. Every day.

for years!

All told, the U.S. killed directly at least

two million Vietnamese, maiming and

wounding millions more. Even today

Vietnam has a massive problem with birth

continued on page 4

Vietnam Was a Victory

—

Two, Three, Many Defeats for U.S. Imperialism!

Le Minh Truong/American War Photo Project

Heroic Vietnamese workers and
peasants inflicted humiliating defeat on
U.S. imperialist colossus. U.S. mass
murderers scramble as Vietnamese
Communists liberate Saigon, April 1975.
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Clerical Reactionary Vicente Fox Inaugurated

Mexico: NAFTA’s Man
Targets Labor

J Guadalupe P6rez

No Illusions in PRD-
For Proletarian

Class Independence!

Hailing the inauguration of Vicente

Fox of the Catholic reactionary National

Action Party (PAN) as Mexican president

on December 1, his U.S. imperialist mas-

ters will now be watching closely to make
sure he delivers on his promises to further

open Mexico to U.S. economic penetra-

tion. The former chief of Coca-Cola’s

Mexican operations, Fox has proclaimed

his goal of expanding NAFTA, U.S.

imperialism’s “free trade” rape of Mex-
ico. Wall Street is particularly eyeing the

lucrative nationalized oil, petrochemical

and electrical industries which Fox has

long vowed to sell off.

At the same time, Washington is wor-

ried that the fall of the Institutional Rev-

olutionary Party (PRI) after 71 years in

power will unleash even more convulsive

worker and peasant unrest, particularly by

the Confederation of Mexican Workers

(CTM) unions which have been firmly in

the corporatist grip of the PRI. Since the

elections in July, Mexico has been rocked

by strikes of airline workers, Volkswagen
auto workers and, most recently, 450,000

CTM sugar workers, who have struck

AP

Inauguration of right-wing PAN
president Vicente Fox poses
sharper attacks on women's rights

and on combative Mexican
proletariat. Volkswagen workers
rally during recent strike.

repeatedly over the last six years. Last

month, government employees blockaded

traffic in Mexico City to protest the

refusal by outgoing PRI president Ernesto

Zedillo to pay the traditional bonus at the

end of each six-year presidential term,

forcing the government to make a partial

payment.

Fox took office with vague promises

of "change," vowing to uplift Mexico's

impoverished masses. Yet his populist-

sounding schemes are to be financed

through increased imperialist investment,

the elimination of sales tax exemptions

that benefit the poor, and other such

"reforms.” Fox’s cabinet is chock full of

businessmen such as former World Bank
economist Luis Ernesto Derbez and Fran-

cisco Gil Diaz, an acolyte of econom-
ic “shock therapy” braintruster Milton

Friedman.

At the same time. Fox has brought a

number of “leftist” intellectuals into his

continued on page 8

Racist Terror in

the “New South Africa”
Report from

Johannesburg
The following is a report, editedfor publica-

tion, sent by a Spartacist South Africa com-
rade in early November.

There has been a spate of racist atrocities

committed against black South Africans that

the proponents of the existence of a suppos-
edly "new, democratic, non-racist South
Africa" and their left tails wished they knew

nothing about. A few incidents are selected to

give you a feel. Hardly a day goes by without

such reports in the bourgeois media, though

the majority of cases go unreported.

As I write this letter, the country—includ-

ing newspapers, radio stations, etc.—is talking

about video footage broadcast by SABC’s
[South African Broadcasting Company] TV3
Special Assignment show of six white Afri-

kaner cops goading dogs to attack defenseless

black men. The cops, from the dog unit in

Benoni, eastern Johannesburg, were filmed in

January 1998 laughing as they used three

immigrants from Mozambique as training bait

to incite police dogs against blacks. The front-

page article of the Sowetan, the bourgeois

daily widely read by blacks, uses the deliber-

ately misleading phrase, "to incite police dogs
to be vicious on human beings," to describe

the scene. This is rubbish, as the while fascist

continued on page 7

Reuters

Protest outside Pretoria courthouse against racist cops who
tortured black immigrants with police dogs.



Letter

Moscow, Beijing and

the Vietnam War

National Guardian

Protest against Vietnam War, 1965. Against nationalist treachery of Moscow
and Beijing Stalinist bureaucracies, Trotskyists demanded united Communist
defense of Vietnamese Revolution.

Chicago, II.

3 December 2000

To the editor:

Comrade Diana Coleman's excellent

forum on the Vietnam War, printed in

the last issue of WV (“Defend the Gains

of the Vietnamese Revolution!" WV No.

747, I December], led me to reflect on

how important the SL's program with

respect to that war was in my recruitment

to revolutionary Trotskyism during the

early 1970s. Both the Cleveland Marxist

Caucus (of which I was a member) and

the Buffalo Marxist Caucus (with which

we were closely associated) had as pri-

mary concerns the absence of a revolu-

tionary working-class perspective toward

the black question in the U S. and toward

Stalinism in any of the self-described

socialist organizations we had encoun-

tered during that period. As for myself,

the SL’s program of revolutionary inte-

grationism was a slam-dunk. Then and

now. it is simply the only program which

recognizes the centrality of the black

question to the American socialist revo-

lution and does not concede to black

nationalism.

Maoism was then in full flower among

SDS-inspired antiwar activists as the

“Marxist” alternative to Soviet-style

“revisionism.” This perplexed many of us

both because Mao’s "Red Book" had vir-

tually nothing to say about proletarian

socialist revolution and because we were

aware that Mao, no less than Brezhnev,

was committed to a policy of peaceful

coexistence with the imperialists who
were then attempting to massacre not

just the revolution in Vietnam but the

entire population of that country. Yet it

was not clear to us how to combine our

support for the victory of the North Viet-

namese/National Liberation Front (“Viet

Cong”) forces while maintaining our

criticisms of Stalinist class collaboration

with imperialism.

In reviewing the SL’s propaganda, we
discovered that, virtually from the begin-

ning of the antiwar movement, the SL
had raised the call to extend the Soviet

nuclear shield to Hanoi, cutting against

both the craven pacifism of the early

movement and the desire of the bureau-

cratic caste in the USSR to appease the

U S. imperialists by “moderating” Soviet

military support to the Vietnamese. While

the USSR was the main provider of mili-

tary hardware to North Vietnam, it never

delivered the SAM-3 missiles (which it

provided to the anti-Communist national-

ist Nasser in Egypt) and latest MIG fight-

ers that could have cleared the skies over

Hanoi of the American B-52 bombers.

Thus, the SL raised the call for military

assistance by the USSR of the “highest

technical quality” (including the SAMs
and MIGs).

Many of us were then aware that the

rupture in relations in the 1960s between

China and the USSR had led Mao to

block the transport of Soviet military sup-

plies to Vietnam across Chinese territory

It was true that in the 1960s, the Beijing

regime had sent some amount of military

aid. including troops, to North Vietnam,

particularly helping in building high-

ways. But this aid had been withdrawn by

the time Mao toasted Nixon in the Great

Hall of the People in 1972 as the U.S.

escalated its vicious bombing and mined

Haiphong harbor. Mao refused to restore

the assistance in repairing infrastructure

in North Vietnam that had been with-

drawn, notably the thousands of railway

workers who could have helped maintain

transport in the face of the countless B-52

bombings.

It was only the SL that raised the

demand for Russian-Chinese joint mili-

tary collaboration and united Communist
defense of the Vietnamese Revolution. It

was this demand that clarified for us the

nationalist nature of the bureaucratic

castes that ruled in China and the USSR
(and the other deformed workers stales)

and the necessity for proletarian political

revolutions to defend the social revolu-

tions that were in place and that was

at issue in Vietnam. One SL slogan in par-

ticular put this bluntly: “For International

Communist Unity Through Political Rev-

olution, from East Berlin to Hanoi!”

As Comrade Coleman pointed out in

her forum, the Ho Chi Minh-led bureau-

cratic caste that ruled in North Vietnam

was no less averse to selling out to the

imperialists, usually with pressure to do

so from both the USSR and China. After

Nixon’s re-election and with the begin-

ning of “peace” talks aimed at establish-

ing a "coalition” government and a “neu-

tral" Vietnam, the SL raised the demand

“All Indochina Must Go Communist!"

—

a demand that maddened the Maoists of

various stripes. That demand, in combi-

nation with the demand for labor strikes

against the war, convinced us that inter-

national socialist revolution was the only

answer to Stalinist betrayal.

With the overturn of the social revo-

lutions in the USSR and East Europe

and with those in China, Vietnam. North

Korea and Cuba now at risk because

of the policies of the bureaucratic castes

whose rule is predicated on the national-

ist premise of “socialism in one country,"

the SL’s interventions during the Vietnam

War seem prescient. Not so. They were

merely the application, at a particular

juncture, of the Trotskyist program of

unconditional military support to the

gains of those social revolutions and

the necessity for proletarian political rev-

o'ution to ensure the defense of those

gains.

Most of the thousands recruited to one

or another variant of Stalinist or social-

democratic organization during that

period have long since given up the fight

for socialism and retired. Those among
them who remained active celebrated the

overturn of the October Revolution in the

USSR and are now engaged in the pursuit

of the reform of "their” imperialists.

Those then inspired to a just outrage

against racist U.S. imperialism have now
either disappeared or become running

dogs for their imperialist masters. The
prime lesson of Vietnam then and now is

that it is absolutely necessary to forge

revolutionary working-class parties as

sections of a reborn Trotskyist Fourth

International.

Comradely.

Ed Clarkson

LENIN

For a Socialist

United States of Europe!

The sharp differences that broke through

the facade of "unity" at the European Union
'>* summit in Nice are an expression of the in-

creasing rivalries among the major imperi-

J' alist trade blocs—headed by Germany,

the U.S. and Japan—and among the West

European powers themselves. As Bolshevik

‘ leader V. I. Lenin explained after the out-

TROTSKY break of World War I. there can be no capi-

talist European superstate nor any lasting

agreements among the imperialist bourgeoisies, whose drives for profits and new areas

of exploitation inevitably come into conflict with each other. Only international prole-

tarian revolution can end the threat ofnew imperialist wars presaged by trade war and

transcend the outmoded nation-state through the construction of a world socialist

economy.

A United Slates of Europe under capitalism is tantamount to an agreement on the

partition of colonies. Under capitalism, however, no other basis and no other principle

of division are possible except force. A multi-millionaire cannot share the “national

income” of a capitalist country with anyone otherwise than "in proportion to the capi-

tal invested" (with a bonus thrown in, so that the biggest capital may receive more than

its share). Capitalism is private ownership of the means of production, and anarchy in

production. To advocate a "just” division of income on such a basis is sheer Proudhon-

ism, stupid philistinism. No division can be effected otherwise than in “proportion to

strength," and strength changes with the course of economic development. Following

1871, the rate of Germany's accession of strength was three or four times as rapid as

that of Britain and France, and of Japan about ten times as rapid as Russia’s. There is

and there can be no other way of testing the real might of a capitalist state than by war.

War does not contradict the fundamentals of private property—on the contrary, it is a

direct and inevitable outcome of those fundamentals. Under capitalism the smooth

economic growth of individual enterprises or individual states is impossible. Under
capitalism, there are no other means of restoring the periodically disturbed equilibrium

than crises in industry and wars in politics.

Of course, temporary agreements are possible between capitalists and between
states. In this sense a United States of Europe is possible as an agreement between the

European capitalists, but to what end? Only for the purpose of jointly suppressing

socialism in Europe, of jointly protecting colonial booty against Japan and America.

— V. I. Lenin, "On the Slogan for a United Stales of Europe” (August 1915)
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PDC Holiday Appeal for Class-War Prisoners

“We Do Not Forget Them!”

Bay Area
Holiday Appeal

benefit,

December 3.

Annual PDC
campaign raises

thousands for

those imprisoned
for championing
cause of labor

and the
oppressed.

THERE IS NO JUSTICE IN

THE CAPITALIST COURTS!

QK free mumia
rjnABU-TAMAL!

Fjwflsninvito ii ihmmmbm
PARTISAN DEFENSE COMMITTEE

Earlier this month, the Partisan

Defense Committee held its 15th annual
Holiday Appeal benefits in New York
City, Chicago* and the San Francisco
Bay Area. The Holiday Appeal raises

funds for the PDC’s program of sending
monthly stipends and holiday gifts to

class-war prisoners and their families.

Thousands of dollars were raised, every

penny of which goes to the 1 6 imprisoned

black activists, labor militants, members
of the Philadelphia MOVE commune and
their families. With this act of solidarity,

the PDC has revived and kept alive the

tradition of non-sectarian, class-struggle

defense of those imprisoned for cham-
pioning the rights of labor and all the

oppressed begun by the International

Labor Defense in the 1920s.

Over 300 trade unionists, students,

socialists and other activists came to-

gether to express their solidarity, to

organize and to discuss revolutionary

politics. As in previous recent years, a

particular focus of the benefits was the

class-struggle fight necessary to stop the

legal lynching of Mumia Abu-Jamal
and to free this eloquent and courageous
fighter against racist injustice.

At the Bay Area event, a speaker
for the Labor Black League for Social

Defense, initiated by and fraternally

allied with the Spartacist League, said,

“Mumia’s notorious frame-up exposes
the truth about the death penalty and
the racist system of capitalist injustice

that we all live under." Pointing to a

Jamal defense rally in San Francisco last

May, the LBL spokesman contrasted the

call for a “new trial” raised by refor-

mists like Socialist Action—pushing the

notion that Jamal will get justice in the

capitalist courts—with the banner carried

by the Revolutionary Contingent built by

the SL. the LBL and the Spartacus Youth

Club: “There Is No Justice in the Capi-

talist Courts! Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!

Abolish the Racist Death Penalty!"

The LBL speaker was followed by

SL spokesman Diana Coleman, whose
speech we publish below.

* * *

“Every war has its hazards; the class

war more than any other, for the organ-

ized workers wage it for the largest stakes

in all the world’s history— for the Earth

and all its fruits, for the complete expro-

priation of the present-day ruling class....

The ruling class today is the capitalist

class. They maintain themselves in power
by force and violence. They make the

laws according to their own class inter-

ests. The revolutionary movement is a

menace to their system.... Everyone who
takes an active pan in the struggle for

the liberation of the working class takes

a chance of going to prison.”

James P. Cannon said this in 1921.

Today the ruling class of America, rep-

resented by both capitalist parties, Demo-
crat and Republican, are itching to see

Mumia Abu-Jamal, outspoken fighter

against racist injustice, silenced forever.

In the hands of the multiracial working
class lies the power not only to win free-

dom for Mumia but freedom for all of

us. But if labor's power is to be brought

to bear on behalf of Mumia, it must be
mobilized independently of the very

forces of the capitalist state that have
worked to frame up Mumia. Our Marx-
ist strategy is the independent political

mobilization of the working class.

The Labor Black League speaker
spoke compellingly about the “new trial”

slogan, which is based on the belief that

capitalism can be reformed. I want to say
a few words about “Refuse & Resist,"

who call for a campaign “focus(ed) on
President Bill Clinton and Attorney Gen-
eral Janet Reno.... We must say to them:
the evidence is in your hands. The lime
has come to act.” This is beyond gross.

Of course, Clinton, Reno and Gore are

all adamantly pro-death penalty. When I

think of Janet Reno “acting," I think

of 86 people in an interracial religious

commune near Waco, slaughtered in cold

blood. When I think of Clinton “acting,"

I think of tens of thousands of babies

starving in Iraq because of the U.S./UN
blockade and Serbia bombed back to

the Stone Age by NATO. We fight for

socialist revolution in the U.S., bastion

of world imperialism.

Think about some of our other class-

war prisoners, like the Ohio 7, who most
of the fake left, in their quest for respect-

ability, have turned their back on. These
committed activists were judged guilty

by the bourgeoisie for their alleged role

in a radical group that took credit

for bank expropriations and bombings
against symbols of U.S. imperialism.

But that was no crime. Trotsky said: “We
Marxists consider the tactic of individ-

ual terror inexpedient.... But we under-

stand only too clearly the inevitability of
such convulsive acts of despair and ven-

geance.... People come cheap who are

capable only of fulminating against injus-

tice and bestiality. But those who are able

to act as well as conceive, sacrificing their

own lives if need be. are the precious

leaven of mankind.”

The bourgeoisie wants Mumia dead
because they see him as a black revolu-

tionary embodying what they fear most:

black and red. Whipping up racial and
ethnic hatred has long served the capital-

ist rulers by obscuring the class divide

between labor and capital. While the

forcible subjugation and segregation of
blacks at the bottom of this society is

the foundation stone of American capi-

talism, it is also its Achilles’ heel. Black
workers remain a significant and active

component of organized labor, integrated

into strategic sections of the proletariat

in whose hands lies the power to break
the chains of racist oppression and capi-

talist exploitation. A revolutionary per-

spective for the U.S. must confront the

special oppression of black people and
the poisonous racism which divides the

working class and cripples its struggles.

There will be no social revolution in this

country without the united struggle of
black and white workers led by their

multiracial vanguard party. And there is

no road to black freedom other than the

conquest of power, state power, by the

American proletariat.

We warn working people and anti-

racist youth that the capitalist Democratic
Party is no less the enemy of labor and
blacks than the Republicans. Malcolm X
said, "Either party that you align yourself

with is suicide. Because both parlies are

criminal. Both parties are responsible for

the criminal condition that exists.” The
politics of “lesser evilism” perpetuate the

racist hellhole that is America.
Capitalist democracy is nothing but a

screen for the iron dictatorship of capi-

tal. Marx said that capitalist democ-
racy means that the oppressed are allowed

once every few years to decide which par-

ticular representative of the oppressing

class shall represent and repress them
in parliament. In the U.S., do you even

get that? The disenfranchised blacks

in Florida, the Jewish Holocaust survi-

vors whose votes were counted for proto-

fascist Buchanan ought to call up Fidel

Castro, who kindly volunteered to send

elections observers to Florida. Better than

the Justice Department any day! People

should get the oppressor of their choice.

But our job is to smash the illusions in the

whole electoral system, so the working
class can proceed on the road of class

struggle and revolution.

Both labor and blacks have gotten

nothing but the shaft from Clinton and
could expect nothing more from Gore.

Yet the AFL-CIO tops poured millions of

dollars into the Gore campaign, while

seeking to squelch any labor struggle that

might jeopardize the Democrats’ electoral

chances. In L.A., a militant and popular

transit strike was defused by a combina-
tion of Jesse Jackson, black front man
for the racist Democrats, and the treach-

ery of the labor bureaucracy. And the

Catholic cardinal in L.A. got into the

act, too, in pushing the heavily Hispanic

SEIU county workers to go back to work.

The labor bureaucracy's support to the

Democratic Party is the political expres-

sion of its all-sided program of class col-

laboration, tying working people to their

class enemy.

But there is a sense of resistance and
protest afoot. There haven't been many
strikes, but those that do happen are pop-

ular and have won economic gains. There
have been mass black protests in the

South, for example against the Confeder-
ate flag. A new generation of left-liberal

student youth has taken to the streets to

protest the WTO and IMF. So far these

protests have been channeled into sup-

port for the Democratic Party or Nader’s

third capitalist Green Party. And the labor

bureaucracy, working in the interests of
U.S. imperialism, is working to chan-
nel outrage about Third World sweat-

shops into racist protectionism and anti-

Communist China-bashing. But it doesn’t

have to be this way.

To lead struggle forward, the multi-

racial working class of this country needs
its own party, a revolutionary workers
party that doesn’t respect the property

rights of the bourgeoisie, one which says;

We produce all the wealth of this coun-
try, it’s ours and we’re going to take it. A
workers party which understands that

labor must champion the cause of all the

oppressed, which inscribes on its banner
“Finish the Civil War!" A workers party

which champions the cause of the desper-

ate immigrant, saying anyone who made
it to this country has the right to stay—
Full citizenship rights for all immi-
grants! A microcosm of such a workers
party in action was seen on the streets of
New York City in October 1999 when
the Spartacist League' and PDC led the

masses in struggle against the KKK (and
the Democrats and the ISO, I might add).

Let me end on a quote from the same
article by Cannon. Speaking of the class-

war prisoners, he says: “They know that

we, who are on the outside of the jails,

have not forgotten them nor our sacred

obligation to appeal to the all-powerful

workers in their behalf. The day is com-
ing when the toiling masses of America
will hear that appeal and act upon it.

Then the prison doors will be opened
and the prisoners set free, for the masses
have an authority higher than that of any
court. To redouble our efforts to hasten
on the day of liberation is the pledge we
make to our imprisoned comrades.” Free
Mumia! Workers of the world, unite!*

Young Spartacus
Revolutionary Contingent at May 13 Bay Area protest calls for mobilizing
social power of labor in fight to free Mumia.
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Nice. France: Cops Rampage Against Leftist Protesters

For a Workers Europe—
For Socialist Revolution!

Fake Lefts Plead for

Reformed “Fortress Europe”

DECEMBER 12—The French city of

Nice was turned into a police state last

week as the capitalist rulers of Europe

gathered to wrangle over the future of the

European Union (EU). Tens of thousands

of cops were called out by the govern-

ment of Socialist prime minister Lionel

Jospin to occupy the streets on December

7 and disperse the many thousands of

youth who came from countries around

the continent to protest outside the sum-

mit. As the assembled heads of state cyn-

ically debated the terms of a “Charter of

Fundamental Rights,” the tear gas fired to

brutally suppress the rights of those pro-

testing outside was so thick that it drifted

into the meeting hall.

Police repeatedly attacked demonstra-

tors with truncheons and stun grenades;

dozens were arrested. Two young Basque

militants from Spain, Jos6 Ramirez and

Anna-Liza Romero, remain behind bars,

sentenced to one month in jail in a kanga-

roo court without even the defense law-

yers present. Meanwhile, some of those

arrested—and imprisoned up to ten

weeks—at the September protest against

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in

Prague continue to face criminal charges.

The workers movement must demand

the immediate release of Ramirez and

Romero. Drop all charges against the

Prague and Nice protesters!

Revealing the fraudulence of the right

of free passage supposedly ensured by the

EU’s 1995 Schengen agreement, a train

bringing some 1,500 supporters of Ya

Basta and other Italian leftists to Nice

was turned back at the French border.

When a group of 5,000 in Nice tried to

occupy the local train station to pro-

test the exclusion, they were viciously

attacked by the cops, while Italian cops

waded into protesters on the other side of

the border. Schengen’s intent from the

outset was to close the gates of racist

“Fortress Europe” to impoverished immi-

grants from Africa, the Near East and

East Europe. Now border crossings are

slammed shut to leftist protesters from

within the EU in the name of “national

security.” Down with the racist Schengen

accord! Full citizenship rights for all

immigrants!

As cops bloodied protesters, the bour-

geois media railed against
“
casseurs

”

(hoodlums)—the racist cry previously

leveled at militant youth of North Afri-

can descent—aiming particular fire at the

Basque and Corsican nationalists among
the demonstrators. Paris has waged a

decades-long campaign of repression

against Corsican separatists. Beginning

with Socialist president Francois Mitter-

rand in the 1980s, France has also col-

luded with Spain in rounding up and ter-

rorizing Basque separatist militants.

Down with anti-Basque repression! For

the right of sefi-deiermination of the

Basque people in both France and Spain!

Many youth came to Nice to protest

capitalist oppression, austerity attacks

_
and anti-immigrant racism perpetrated by
the EU capitalists. These attacks have

provoked tumultuous defensive strug-

gles by the working class, particularly

in France. The recent truckers blockades

against exorbitant fuel prices which
rocked the West European capitalist states

were widely supported by workers and

youth. In Nice the day before the police

dragnet, tens of thousands of workers

mobilized by a coalition of European

trade unions marched through the streets.

A team of supporters of European sec-

tions of the International Communist
League sold several hundred pieces of lit-

erature in various languages to these trade

unionists, who particularly welcomed our

articles in support of the truckers against

the social-democratic governments.

But the pro-capitalist trade-union mis-

leaders, who denounced the truckers

blockades as “bosses’ strikes,” help en-

force the austerity, union-busting and

anti-immigrant attacks carried out by

their social-democratic colleagues in

government. With the blessings of their

masters in the Jospin government

—

which kept its cops at bay that day—the

labor tops’ aim in Nice was simply to

allow the workers to blow off steam and

to beg the capitalist governments “for a

truly social Europe."

In essence, this was the same line

pushed by the “leftist" organizers of the

following day’s protest, which followed

on the “anti-globalization” demonstra-

tion against the World Trade Organiza-

tion in Seattle last year and the subse-

quent protests against the IMF and World

Bank in Washington, D.C. and Prague.

The radicalized youth attracted to these

protests want to combat the hideous con-

ditions created by "free market" capital-

ism around the world. But the protest

organizers seek to channel these con-

cerns and the striving for social justice

into national-chauvinist appeals to their

own imperialist bourgeoisies. They revel

in the “spirit of Seattle,” which focused

on appeals to the U.S. government to

impose "humane" labor standards around

the world and was politically dominated

by the chauvinist protectionism and anti-

communist China-bashing of the AFL-
CIO labor tops. In Nice, the European

fake lefts appealed to the Labourite

and “Socialist" governments—which they

loyally support—for a more “humane,”

“social” capitalist Europe.

No Illusions in

“Humanitarian” Imperialism

One of the organizers of the Nice

protest was the "anti-globalization" group

ATTAC, which despicably echoed the

violence-baiting by the French bourgeoi-

sie. An ATTAC spokesman railed, "One
can’t stop acting for fear of the cas-

senrs.... But such paramilitary practices

must disgust all those who want to do pol-

itics otherwise” (Liberation , 8 Decem-

ber). Alain Krivine’s Ligue Communiste

R^volutionnaire (LCR) has joined with

ATTAC in a “Collective for Another

Charter," which also includes the French

Communist Party and the Greens, both of

which currently hold ministerial portfo-

lios in Jospin’s capitalist government.

Buried inside ATTAC is Socialisme Par

en Bas (SPEB)—affiliated to the British

Socialist Workers Party (SWP) of the late

Tony Cliff, which declared itself "over

the moon" when Labour’s Tony Blair was

elected prime minister.

The rampage by Jospin’s cops itself

exposed the reformist illusions promoted

by the fake left and provided an object

lesson in the Marxist understanding of

the state as an apparatus of repression to

maintain the profits and rule of the capi-

talist class. The idea that the imperial-

ist powers can be pressured to ensure

"human rights” is nothing but vile social-

patriotism. What about the dirty his-

tory of French colonialism in Algeria

and Indochina; of British imperialism

in Ireland, the Indian subcontinent,

Africa and the Middle East; of German
imperialism’s Holocaust of Jews, Roma
(Gypsies), Soviet POWs and others dur-

ing World War II; of the Dutch in Indone-

sia and the Belgians, Portuguese and

Italians in Africa?

Imperialism is not a policy that can

be steered in a more benevolent direction

by mass pressure. It is. in the words of

V. I. Lenin, leader of the Bolshevik Party

and the October Revolution of 1917,

the "highest stage of capitalism." Writing

at the height of the interimperial-

ist slaughter of World War I, Lenin

denounced the notion of a European cap-

italist “superstate”: “From the standpoint

of the economic conditions of imperial-

ism—i.e., the export of capital and the

division of the world by the ‘advanced’

and ‘civilised’ colonial powers—a United

States of Europe, under capitalism, is

either impossible or reactionary" ("On
the Slogan for a United States of Europe.”

August 1915).

We oppose the EU because it is a bloc

for capitalist cooperation against the

working masses and oppressed minorities

of Europe and for competition for mar-

kets and spheres of exploitation against

their American and Japanese imperial-

ist rivals. The ICL team went to Nice to

win leftist workers and youth to the fight

for new October Revolutions—for a

workers Europe as part of an interna-

tional socialist society. We fight to break

workers and leftist youth from the social-

democratic traitors and to forge revolu-

tionary workers parties.

Fake Lefts Promote
Imperialist Intervention

The EU summit revealed the growing

fault lines not only between the West

European powers and the U.S. but within

Europe as well. The destruction of the

Soviet degenerated workers state ushered

in increased interimperialist strife, previ-

ously held in check by the need for anti-

Soviet unity. The summit was called to

work out terms for bringing in the for-

mer deformed workers states of East

Europe and to renegotiate the organiza-

tional weight of the respective imperialist

states inside the EU. Since its counterrev-

olutionary annexation of East Germany in

1990, reunified German imperialism

has demanded a more dominant role in

determining EU policy. The imperious

demands of the German Fourth Reich

provoked an uproar in other European

capitals—especially its enemies in two

world wars, Britain and France—and

decisions on virtually all major questions

posed at the summit remain up in the air.

A major source of conflict with the

U.S. was the implementation of a Euro-

pean “Rapid Reaction Force.” A pan-

European military force as an alterna-

tive to the U.S.-dominated NATO alliance

was first proposed the day after NATO’s
terror war against Serbia ended last

year, reflecting widespread apprehension

among the European bourgeoisies over

Washington’s military predominance.

Only days before the Nice summit began,

U.S. defense secretary William Cohen
bluntly warned a meeting of NATO min-

isters in Brussels that any military opera-

tions carried out by the EU must be

planned and overseen by NATO. In a

riposte which he later modified, French

president Jacques Chirac insisted that

the proposed European military force

must be “independent" of NATO. The
U.S. warning got little media atten-

tion in Europe except in Britain, whose

bourgeoisie has long been torn between

loyalty to its American cousins and pur-

suit of economic interests on the conti-

nent. In the upshot, Blair worked out a

"compromise” that simply postponed a

showdown.
In a statement for the Nice protests

posted on its Web site, the LCR declared

that the proposed military force would be

directed “against the people.” But the real

problem for these social-chauvinists is

that Europe would be forced to intervene

militarily "alongside and under the super-

vision of the United States." The fake

left's ideological prostration before impe-

rialism reflects their many years’ support

to Western imperialism against the Soviet

Union in the name of "democracy” and

"human rights." Today, the reformist and

centrist European left is increasingly act-

ing as spokesmen for the interests of their

own imperialist bourgeoisies against

Washington.

During the bombing of Serbia, the

LCR echoed the imperialist war cry of

“poor little Kosovo.” Its newspaper
Rouge (1 April 1999) published a "Call

Reuters

Italian riot cops attack protesters barred by France from crossing border tc

join demonstration in Nice.
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Escape from Florida

Cuban Kid Goes Home
In whai has been billed as the “reverse

Elidn” case, Arletis Blanco fled Miami
with her five-year-old son Jonathan on
November 12 to return to her native

Cuba after five years in the U.S. The
FBI and State Department immediately
moved to get the child back, and local

authorities issued a warrant on Blanco
tor allegedly kidnapping her son from
her divorced husband, who did not have
custody in any case. The very idea that a

Cuban 6migrd would voluntarily return

home provoked a mixture of outrage

and incredulity on the part of U.S. impe-
rialist spokesmen, their counterrevolu-
tionary gusanos (worms) and the capital-

ist media.

If the gusano scum did not rampage
as they did when EliSn Gonzdlez
was returned to his father in Cuba after

being abducted to “the free world” a year

ago, it is perhaps because they have been
preoccupied with barricading Miami
election commission offices to ensure the

presidential ballot goes to Republican
George W. Bush. The right-wing Wash-
ington Times (4 December) raged that the

Clinton White House had allowed the kid

to be in the clutches of the “Cuban
despot” Fidel Castro. The Miami Herald
(29 November), a veritable mouthpiece of

the gusanos, squealed over "a child

yanked from a loving parent” and spoke
darkly of how he would suffer persecu-

tion in Cuba.

The anti-Communists are especially

livid that Blanco—who was accompanied
by her Cuban-born boyfriend and their

18-month-old daughter—had the nerve

to tell the world that her children will

have a “brilliant" future in Cuba, where
they, “because of the tranquility, will

have more freedom.” She explained that

she decided to flee when her life was
threatened after she had uncovered a

scam by her gusano boss, Juan Emilio
Suarez, at a Key Largo petroleum com-
pany. Suarez, described as a member of

Alpha 66, the most murderous of the

CIA-sponsored anti-Castro paramilitary

groups, sold gasoline used to run boats

into Cuban waters. He then diverted the

money from these sales, which went
unreported, to finance anti-Castro terror-

ism and gunrunning. Now, seeking to

smear Blanco, the gusanos claim that she

embezzled $150,000 and is on the lam.

Following on the heels of their humili-

ation at the hands of Arletis Blanco,

Washington and the Cuban counterrevo-

lutionaries are now in an uproar over Cas-
tro’s threats to suspend phone links with

the U.S. on December 15 because the

American telephone monopolies haven't

been paying the Cuban tax. The tax was
imposed two months ago after Clinton

signed legislation ordering that a sizable

chunk of the $120 million owed Cuba
for phone service be used to “compen-
sate” the families of four gusano terror-

ists downed in 1996 when their planes

provocatively entered Cuban air space.

Meanwhile, five Cubans are currently on
trial in Miami, three of whom face life in

prison, for alleged espionage which aided

Havana in shooting down the gusano
ap

Arletis Blanco, back in Cuba. Below: Cuban children at July demonstration
demanding return of Eli£n Gonzalez carry banner against U.S. blockade.

planes. We say: Drop the charges now!
Hands off the Cuban Revolution!

The U.S. government’s very real em-
bezzlement of $120 million in Cuban
funds is part of the starvation embargo
imposed at the outset of American im-

perialism's 40-year counterrevolutionary

drive to overturn the gains of the Cuban
Revolution. In response to the relentless

pressure of American imperialism, in late

1960 the petty-bourgeois Castro govern-

ment expropriated U.S. corporations and
their local capitalist henchmen. As
reflected in the Clinton administration’s

release of Elidn Gonzdlez, a growing sec-

tor of the American ruling class now sees

the embargo as a failure—not least

because other imperialists are moving in

on the Cuban market—and looks to “con-

structive engagement” to foment capital-

ist counterrevolution from within.

The Spartacist League has since its

inception stood for the unconditional

military defense of the Cuban deformed
workers state against imperialism and
internal counterrevolution. Though ruled

by the Castroite Stalinist bureaucracy

which denies the working class political

power, the planned, collectivized econ-

omy has brought enormous gains to the

Cuban working people, including free

medical care, jobs, housing and educa-

tion. Down with the imperialist embargo
of Cuba!

While the Cuban deformed workers
state has managed to hold out for nearly

a decade in the absence of the lifeline

once provided by the Soviet Union, Cas-

tro’s introduction of the U.S. dollar into

the Cuban economy in the mid- 1 990s and
growing investment by other imperialist

powers have indeed strengthened and
emboldened counterrevolutionary forces

within Cuba. We fight for proletarian

political revolution to oust the Stalinist

bureaucracy and install a revolutionary-

internationalist government based on
workers (soviet) democracy. Above all,

we seek to forge a multiracial revolution-

ary workers party which will smash U.S.

imperialism from within through social-

ist revolution. The proletariat in power
will extend comradely and generous
assistance to the economic development
of Cuba.*

by Public Figures” cosigned by LCR
leader Daniel Bensaid whose key demand
was for intervention by military forces

under the Organization for Security and

Cooperation in Europe (OSCE):
"NATO was not the only, and above all

not the best, linchpin for an accord. The
conditions for a multinational police

force (particularly composed of Serbs
and Albanians) could be found under the

auspices of the OSCE to enforce a transi-

tional accord."

A similar statement was signed in Britain

by the SWP’s Alex Callinicos.

Now these social-chauvinists are call-

ing on the EU imperialists to intervene in

the Near East in the guise of “support-

ing” the oppressed Palestinian people

against the U.S.-backed Zionist regime.

The Cliffite SPEB cosigned a leaflet for

an October 28 demonstration in Paris

with the following appeal:

“We demand meaningful sanctions

against the state of Israel by the French
and European governments and a com-
plete break in all military, university, cul-

tural, technological and economic cooper-

ation. We also demand that the European
Union break the association agreement
which tics it to the state of Israel."

Then the LCR signed onto a declaration

along with the PCF, the Greens and the

fake-Trotskyist Lutte Ouvridre (LO)

which calls on “the leaders of the Euro-

pean Union and the French authorities

who assume its presidency to exert max-

NOTICE
Workers Vanguard skips

a week in December.

Our next issue will

be dated January 5.

imum pressure on the Israeli government
as long as it continues to violate interna-

tional law and the resolutions of the UN”
(Le Monde, 23 November). An earlier

appeal for intervention in the Near East

cosigned by Bensaid declared: “As for

France, she must not shirk her respon-

sibility of playing a role which is com-
mensurate with her vocation and her tra-

ditions in the region” {Le Monde, 5
November).

France’s “traditions" in the Near East
are exemplified by the brutal crushing of
the independence struggle in Syria in the

1920s, including the 1925 air and artillery

bombardment of Damascus. The SPEB
and LCR appeal for intervention to the

same French imperialists who joined with

Britain in 1956 to launch a war in league

with Zionist Israel against Nasser’s Egypt
with the aim of reversing the nationaliza-

tion of the Suez Canal. At the time, the

French/British invasion was opposed by
the U.S., which asserted its role as chief

imperialist overlord of the Near East (and
its huge oil reserves) against the former
colonial masters. Today, with France
chafing at Washington’s pre-eminent role

in the Near East, the LCR and the Cliff-

ites promote the ambitions of the EU
imperialists against their American rival.

Reforge the Fourth
International!

Despite an occasionally more leftist

veneer, (he right-centrist British Workers
Power (WP) joined in tailing counterrev-

olutionary forces from Polish SoIidarno£<5

to Russia’s Yeltsin during the Cold War
and in promoting the war aims of the

NATO imperialists in the Balkans. WP
openly campaigned for the defeat of Ser-

bian forces by the Kosovo Liberation

Army tools of NATO imperialism, shared

a platform in London with enthusiasts for

NATO bombing and cheered the with-

drawal of Serbian troops from Kosovo
under the guns of the imperialist powers.

This is fully in keeping with WP’s
abject Labour loyalism, supporting the

installation of Blair’s government. WP
came to Nice with its own alternative

charter of reformist demands. In its call

for Nice posted on its Web site on
November 20. WP spiced its opportunist

program with the streetfighting rhetoric

of the anarchist milieu, declaring that the

task was “to surround the summit and by
direct action prevent them from achieving

their stated goals.” Sounding like a jingo-

ist veteran of trench warfare and mustard
gas attacks in World War I, a leader of
WP’s French affiliate. Pouvoir Ouvrier

(PO), trumpeted in a later posting how
their attempt to break through police lines

in Nice “was like going ‘over the top' in

1914—full on charge through the gas into

their lines."

Unlike the LCR and LO, whose plat-

form for a joint slate in last year’s Euro-
pean Parliament elections (in which Kri-

vine himself won a seat) did not even
mention “socialism," much less “revolu-

tion,” WP sprinkles a few references

to socialist revolution in its November
20 statement. But the vast bulk of
WP’s declaration consists of a long lit-

any of reforms addressed to the social-

democratic governments WP supports. If

anything. WP is even more explicit than

the reformists in defending the notion of

a European capitalist “superstate." WP
writes: “Does this mean that the answer
for Europe’s workers is to force ‘their

own’ national states to quit the EU as

small capitalist states or to fight to break

it up? No!" In a parody of parliamentary

cretinism, WP even calls for “a sovereign

European Constituent Assembly”!
Previously a diplomatic appendage to

the anti-Soviet NATO alliance, the Euro-

pean Union is today an unstable adjunct

to the economic, military and politi-

cal priorities of the European capitalists,

who recognize the need for some level

of collaboration in order to compete with

the much larger American economy.
Throughout Europe, social-democratic

parties and popular-front coalitions of
working-class and bourgeois parties have
been put into government since the col-

lapse of the Soviet Union with the express

purpose of destroying the “welfare state."

The fake left spreads the illusion that

these governments are a “lesser evil”

which can be pressured into serving the

interests of the oppressed. The reformists

and centrists offer a caricature of Ger-
man Social Democrat Karl Kautsky. who
preached that the capitalist system could
transcend repeated economic crises and
wars through “ultra-imperialist” peaceful

cooperation among the capitalist states.

Two world wars, countless imperial-

ist neocolonial military adventures and
escalating trade war today prove this to

be a lie. In this epoch of imperialist

decay, the capitalist nation-state is an
obstacle to the further development of
the productive forces and of humanity as

a whole.

We stand for a fundamentally different

program and perspective. The Spartacist

League/U.S. fights to build a multiracial

revolutionary workers party in the bastion

of world imperialism to bring down the

most murderous power on earth. Along
with our comrades in Europe and interna-

tionally, we seek to reforge the Fourth

International of Leon Trotsky to lead the

fight for new October Revolutions around
the world.
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Spark: Fake Socialists

Salute Confederate Flag
The racist oppression of black people

is the bedrock of American capitalism.

And nothing symbolizes that oppression

more than the Confederate flag. When

50.000 people marched against the racist

banner in Columbia. South Carolina last

January, we wrote: ‘They came because

they know what the Confederate flag

stands for: black enslavement and racist

murder, KKK cross-burnings and church

bombings, the lynching of any who
would fight for the rights of blacks and

labor" (“Down With the Confederate Flag

of Slavery!” WV No. 728, 28 January).

Against the racists who uphold this rag as

a symbol of Southern “heritage,” protest-

ers’ signs declared. “Your Heritage Is My
Slavery.”

But the self-styled "socialists" of a

small group called Spark obscenely pan-

der to the racist rabble. While acknowl-

edging the flag’s heritage of slavery and

segregation, Spark (24 January) pro-

claimed in a headline, “The Confederate

Flag: A Double-Edged Symbol,” writing:

“The Confederate flag became a symbol

of the South’s resistance to regional

domination by the North It is the sym-

bol taken up not only by the former plan-

tation owners, but also by many poor

whites as a distorted expression of their

opposition to the exploitation of indus-

trial and financial capital
"

One would never know from reading

this article that Marxists, including Karl

Marx himself, organized support to the

North in the Civil War that smashed the

slave system. The Civil War was the last

great bourgeois-democratic revolution.

But the promise of black freedom was

betrayed by the victorious Northern capi-

talists, who sealed an alliance with the

ex-slaveholders in the Compromise of

1877, overturning the radical-democratic

Reconstruction period. Wherever the

Confederate banner flies it is a reminder

that there is much unfinished business

from the Civil War—the second Ameri-

can revolution—to take care of. We say:

Finish the Civil War! For black liberation

through socialist revolution!

Not so Spark. Spark writes that South-

ern politicians waved the Confederate

flag to gain support against the civil rights

movement. But it echoes their "states’

rights” rhetoric, uncritically talking of

“sentiments many people in the region

had that the South was dominated by big

financial capital coming from the North,

and more specifically by Wall Street

and the New York bankers.” "New York

bankers"? You don’t have to be Woody

WV Photo

SL supporter Richard Bradley cuts

down hated flag of slavery flying in

San Francisco Civic Center, 1984.

Allen to know what that means in the

mouths of Southern white politicians—

or, for that matter, of the Nazi skinhead

scum from the U.S. to Europe who rally

for genocide beneath the flag of slavery!

Unable to answer our criticism of their

disgusting defense of the flag of slavery,

a leading Spark member physically

attacked one of our comrades at the Uni-

versity of California at Los Angeles on

November 14. This attack was success-

fully repulsed. This is not the first time

this reformist outfit and its French patron,

Lutte Ouvrifcre (LO), which occasionally

masquerade as Trotskyist, have substi-

tuted the fist for the brain to defend their

wretched capitulations to racism and

other expressions of social backwardness.

When LO assaulted a comrade of our

French section in May 1999—breaking

his arm in four places—tor exposing

LO's social-chauvinist support to its own

ruling class in the Balkans War, this gang-

sterism provoked an outcry among many

on the French left.

The political hallmark of LO/Spark is

abject workerism—adaptation to and glo-

rification of backward consciousness,

including racism, within the working

class (see the Spartacist pamphlet Luite

Ouvriere and Spark: Workerism and

National Narrowness, May 1988). Flow-

ing from this workerism is a deepgoing

antipathy to struggles against the special

oppression of blacks, immigrants, women

and gays, which are deemed divisive.

LO has excluded the militant gay rights

and AIDS activist group ACT-UP from

its annual fete outside Paris. It long

denied that Le Pen and his gang were fas-

cists, seeking to find common ground

with supporters of Le Pen’s National

Front. In 1994, at the height of a govern-

ment campaign to brand youth of North

African descent as "criminals” and "ter-

rorists,” LO demonstratively backed the

racist anti-Muslim frenzy in a way even

Le Pen’s fascists did not dare do. When
19 young women were expelled from

school for wearing Islamic headscarves,

LO organized a counterdemonstration in

Lille against high school students strik-

ing to defend the women (see “France:

Racist Edict Targets Schoolgirls” in

Women and Revolution No. 44, Winter

1994-Spring 1995).

In the U.S., this workerism leads

Spark to justify the most backward racist

prejudices. Outrageously portraying the

Klansmen who lynched James Byrd Jr. in

Jasper, Texas two years ago as poor mis-

guided workers, Spark (15 June 1998)

presented the following disgustingly

sympathetic account of the racist killers:

"The three young white men who dragged

Byrd to his death had already spent time

in prison for theft and drug dealing. Like

many other poor working class whites,

they had little to show for their lives, little

hope for something belter. While in

prison, they seemed to have responded to

racist appeals, to the ideas which arc ped-

dled wholesale throughout the white

working class seeking to blame black

people for the problems that while work-

ing people confront in this class society."

In tailing after the most backward sec-

tors of the working class with its sub-

reformist drivel, Spark implicitly em-

braces the notion that all white workers

are racist and rejects any possibility of

mobilizing the multiracial labor move-

ment in the fight for black freedom.

Before attacking our comrade at UCLA,
the Spark thug dismissed the 50,000 who
turned out at Columbia. South Carolina

as a “bunch of petty-bourgeois” at a

“Democratic Party election rally." For

them, it mattered not at all that many of

the marchers were working people,

including a contingent of the largely

black International Longshoremen’s

Association Local 1422, which three

days later waged a bitter battle against

hundreds of union-busting cops on the

Charleston. South Carolina waterfront.

The Democrats did indeed try to chan-

nel the anger of the Columbia marchers

into support for this party of racist Amer-

ican capitalism; as our headline declared,

“Racist Democratic Party Hustles Black

Vote." We fight to break workers and

minorities from the Democratic Party

and win them to the fight for socialist

revolution to overthrow racist American

capitalism. Spark’s appeals to the most

backward consciousness serve only to

reinforce illusions in the Democrats. In

contrast to the reactionary workerism of

Spark/LO, we stand with Lenin, fighting

to forge a revolutionary workers party

that will act as the tribune of the people

in combatting every manifestation of

injustice and oppression. One example of

that was our successful mobilization in

1984 to tear down the Confederate flag

of slavery raised by Democratic mayor

(now Senator) Dianne Feinstein in San

Francisco. One of the first acts of a rev-

olutionary workers government would be

to tear down every Confederate flag and

monument, replacing them with the red

flag of the working class and monuments

to our heroes, from Frederick Douglass.

John Brown and Harriet Tubman to the

countless working men and women who
gave their lives in the fight to establish

unions in the South.

Free Leonard Peltier!
American Indian Movement (AIM)

leader Leonard Peltier, one of America’s

most prominent political prisoners, has

been buried alive in federal prison hell-

holes for over 23 years, unjustly jailed

for a crime the government knows he

did not commit. Peltier was framed up

for the shooting deaths of two FBI

agents killed during the Feds’ massive

siege of the Pine Ridge reservation in

South Dakota in 1975. Denied adequate

medical care for an eye disease. Peltier

is today nearly blind. Yet the FBI contin-

ues its vendetta to keep this courageous

fighter for Native American Indian

rights behind bars for the rest of his life.

With Peltier’s petition for executive

clemency finally awaiting review by

President Clinton after being held up by

Janet Reno’s Justice Department for

seven years, the FBI is lobbying furi-

ously to make sure it is denied. Freedom
now for Leonard Peltier!

AIM fell within the government’s

cross hairs in 1975 because it was
attempting to combat the enforced pov-

erty of Native Americans and the con-

tinued theft of their lands by the Feds

and the energy companies, which were

intent on grabbing the rich uranium
deposits under Sioux land in western

South Dakota. Pine Ridge became a war

zone as the hated Bureau of Indian

Affairs (BIA) and the FBI trained and

armed thugs to terrorize and crush

Indian activists. Between 1973-1976,

these killers carried out more than 300

attacks, murdering at least 69 people.

When 250 FBI and BIA agents,

SWAT cops and local vigilantes

launched an assault against Pine Ridge

in June 1975 and the FBI came up two

agents short, Peltier and three others

were charged with their deaths. Charges

were dropped against one of them,

while AIM supporters Dino Butler and

Bob Robideau were acquitted in a trial

in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, as jurors stated

that they did not believe the government

witnesses and that it seemed “pretty

much a clear-cut case of self-defense"

against the murderous FBI raid.

The government went into overdrive

to assure a conviction against Peltier

after the Feds had dragged him back

from refuge in Canada. The prosecution

concealed ballistics tests which showed

that Peltier’s gun could not have been

used in the shooting, while the trial

judge ruled out any possibility of

another acquittal on grounds of self-

defense by refusing to allow any evi-

dence of government terror against Pine

Ridge activists. At the trial, the prosecu-

tors claimed that Peltier shot the agents

at close range; by the time of a 1985

appeal hearing the lead government

attorney admitted, “We can’t prove who
shot those agents."

The Feds’ conspiracy against Peltier

and other AIM leaders was orches-

trated right from the top, through the

FBI’s notorious "Counter-Intelligence

Program." COINTELPRO was launched

against the Communist Party and was
then deployed to "neutralize” radical

organizations in the 1960s, particularly

the Black Panther Party, whose mem-
bers were framed up and imprisoned by

the hundreds while 38 were killed in cold

blood. Despite the massive evidence of

Peltier's innocence, the courts have

repeatedly turned down his appeals, just

as his requests for parole have been

denied again and again since he became

eligible in 1993 At a hearing last June,

in a decision now under appeal to the

U.S. Parole Commission, the parole

officer outrageously turned Peltier down
cold without even bothering to look at

the materials his lawyers submitted.

Around the world, Leonard Peltier

has come to symbolize racist American

Ell Reichman

AIM leader Leonard Peltier has
been imprisoned for over 23 years
as result of FBI frame-up.

repression of this country’s indigenous

peoples; more precisely, of the relative

few who survived centuries of hideous

oppression and mass murder. The Parti-

san Defense Committee has repeatedly

protested his continued imprisonment

and contributed to his defense. For more
information contact the Leonard Peltier

Defense Committee. P.O. Box 583,

Lawrence. KS 66044, (785) 842-5774.
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SABC video

Racist terror in

the “new South
Africa": televised
videotape of

sadistic cop
attack on three

black immigrants
in 1998.

South Africa...
(continuedfrom page I)

kept on urging the dog to “vat die k-—r”

(get the k— r). This is the racist epithet

for blacks understood by not only cops
but also most dogs owned by South Afri-

can whites.

I have never experienced such crude,

naked, barbaric brutality in my life.

As the immigrants were screaming in

horrifying pain, the dog handler was
watching any kick or move in response to

pain, answering with mean punches and
army boot kicks. The helpless, innocent
men had to defend their lives against both
cops and dogs attacking simultaneously.

These guys were left bleeding profusely

from multiple dog bite wounds in an old

mine dump "secret location" with no
medical attention.

Black life is getting ever cheaper in

South Africa, “new” or old. How did the

video cassette get to the media? These
racist pigs were having a braai (barbecue)

and brought the video of blacks scream-

ing for their lives as entertainment. One of
those in attendance was hard up for

money and sold it to the media.

One of the annoying aspects of this

incident is the hypocrisy of the capitalist

ANC (African National Congress] minis-

ters. expressing shock and demanding the

arrest of the racist cops. They were not

shocked. They were shown the video well

before the broadcast, so their reaction of

shock and anger in front of TV cameras
was stage playing. People’s reaction to

this is very widespread, particularly in the

townships, workplaces and so forth. I

have even heard unconfirmed reports

about one of the workers’ hostels, which
is mainly Zulu, planning a protest march
by all, irrespective of language group or

political affiliation.

It is criminal for the reformist South

African Communist Party (SACP) and
the pro-capitalist COSATU (Congress

of South African Trade Unions] mislead-

ership not to take up the necessary strug-

gle to mobilise the combative South

African proletariat to protect their inter-

national working-class brothers against

the reaction of the neo-apartheid, ANC-
led bourgeois state. Keep Left, which is

buried in the SACP and is associated

with the British Socialist Workers Party

of the late Tony Cliff, calls to "lock up

racist police” ( Keep Left!, November
2000). This echoes the national police

commissioner who blames a few “rogue

elements.” Keep Left support cops in the

unions. Preaching illusions that the bour-

geois state can be reformed is in line

with Keep Left’s unswerving electoral

support to the ANC.
Black or white, cops are attack dogs

of the bourgeoisie. Cops and security

guards out of the unions! Spartacist South

Africa, section of the International Com-
munist League, demand full citizenship

rights for all immigrants! Workers have

no country!

In another recent incident. Eugene
Terreblanche, leader of the neo-Nazi

Afrikaans Weerstandbeweging (Afrikaans

Resistance Movement), attacked two

black men working in a petrol station,

leaving one of them, a breadwinner, per-

manently paralysed with brain damage.

His assailant spent less than a year of a

six-year jail sentence in prison. In Sep-

tember, a white Sasolburg employer tied

and dragged his black employee at the

back of a van for five kilometres (three

miles] through the black township at

night, leaving pieces of flesh in the

streets. The ANC government arranged

for the case to be heard 70 kilometres

away from the protesting local black

community. In August, a black girl teen-

ager was painted white and paraded

naked in the streets of Louis Trichardt (a

resort town in the Northern Province] for

allegedly shoplifting.

At the formerly whites-only Bryanston

High School in Johannesburg, a black

“intruder," Lindelani Khanyile, nearly

lost sight in his left eye and was not able

to write the half-yearly examinations
after a premeditated attack in June by
three of his white fellow students. The
school found the three guilty and sus-

pended them, but the decision was

reversed by the ANC head of the prov-

ince’s education department “because
they showed remorse.”

Meanwhile, Andrew Babeile from for-

merly whites-only, mainly Afrikaner Vry-
burg High School in Huhudi township
in the North West Province is languishing

in jail following the stabbing of a white

student with a pair of scissors after

Babeile had been pushed from behind. A
Sowetan article of 18 September reports:

"Activists and witnesses in Babeile’s trial

said that the magistrate rejected evidence
that the youth had been provoked when
he stabbed Christoffel Erasmus in the

neck. He was allegedly taunted and
physically attacked by a group of about

10 white boys who hurled racial abuse
at him during lunch that day" Babeile

was convicted and imprisoned in an ANC
government jail in 1998, sentenced to

five years, two of which are suspended.

His appeal against the nature of his con-

viction was rejected this June by the

Kimberly High Court.

In Natal, a while farmer destroyed all

the graves of black people on his prop-

erty, fearing their use as evidence in land

claims. The list goes on and on. This

year, several workers, members of the

NUMSA metal workers union, were

fired for solidarising with a co-worker
who refused to wash the boss's dog.

But what has been even more worry-

ing is the manifestation of these racist

attacks in a more organised fashion. A

Sowetan article in October headlined

“Racist Thugs Plague Blacks” reported:

"A group of white men in Potgietersrus

have been stalking and attacking black

families living in the former whites only

suburbs of the conservative Northern
Province. The attacks include physical

attacks, shattering windows and painting

the word ‘k—r’ on the walls belonging

to black residents." At the weekend pre-

ceding October 4, a group of white racist

commandos, including cops, assaulted

residents and damaged shacks on a farm
near Mamelodi, a black township near

Pretoria Recently three whites beat a 17-

year-old teenager until he excreted. They
forced him to eat and smear his head
with shit. When cops went to investigate,

they were met by uniformed paramilitary

commandos, 300-strong.

The ANC’s response has been to call a

Summit on Racism in August to blow off

steam. This was characterised by ANC
complaints against continued racism and
some “god-loving” whites tearfully apol-

ogising for the "racist past." The fact is

that the material basis of apartheid, which
is rooted in the superexploitation of black

labour by the white elite and their black

front men in the ANC/SACP/COSATU
alliance, remains unshaken under neo-

apartheid capitalism. In all of the above

racist attacks, the ANC consistently con-

ciliated racist reaction. This can be one of

the signs that they are losing confidence

in their ability to maintain their rule over

the black masses through promises, lies,

deceit, etc. and are therefore looking for

allies somewhere else. For instance, the

ANC recently recruited Dirk Coetzee,
bloody commander of an apartheid death

squad.

The alternatives we laid out in “South
Africa Powder Keg" [Black History and
the Class StruggleNo. 12. February 1995]

continue to unfold: it’s either going to be
multiracial class struggle or interracial,

intertribal bloodletting. There can be no
non-racial bourgeois democracy in South
Africa. It is only through a working-class

social revolution that racial domination
can be put to an end. The only salvation

is a Leninist-Trotskyist vanguard party

fighting for a black-centred workers gov-
ernment and new October Revolutions all

over the world *

Jailed for Speaking Out for Mumia

Free Clark Kissinger

—

Drop All Charges!
The following protest was sent by the

Partisan Defense Committee on Decem-
ber 6 to Attorney General Janet Reno.

This afternoon. Clark Kissinger, a

political activist for over 30 years, was
handcuffed and dragged away to a Phil-

adelphia jail. His “crime"? Exercising

his rights, supposedly protected under
the First Amendment, to speak out

against the threatened execution of
death row political prisoner Mumia
Abu-Jamal. We demand: Free Clark
Kissinger! Drop all charges!

Mr. Kissinger was targeted by the

state and federal police for his role as an

organizer and spokesman on Jamal’s

behalf. He was one of 96 of Jamal’s sup-

porters arrested at a Liberty Bell protest

in July 1999, charged with "failing to

obey a lawful order," the legal equiva-

lent of a traffic offense. Because they

demanded a jury trial. Kissinger and six

others were given a one-year "super-
vised probation.” the conditions of
which were meant to prevent him con-

tinuing his efforts opposing Jamal's

execution. Today, Kissinger was or-

dered to jail for 90 days, for violating

the police-state probation conditions by
speaking at a protest for Jamal outside

the Republican National Convention
(RNC). The protests outside the RNC

were met with mass arrests on bogus
felony charges, with bail of up to a half-

million dollars imposed.

This prosecutorial and court vendetta

is solely intended to silence Jamal and
his supporters to prepare the way for his

legal lynching. Shortly before con-
demning Mr. Kissinger to jail, U.S.

Magistrate Arnold Rapoport declared,

"A trail of disruption follows this man
wherever he goes.” The “trail of disrup-

tion" haunting the forces of “law and
order” screaming for Jamal’s execution

is the growing support for Jamal world-

wide, including unions representing

millions of workers.

The prosecution of Jamal’s support-
ers with such a vengeance is testament
to the fact that the effort to execute
Mumia Abu-Jamal is supported by the

highest levels of the American ruling

class and its agents of repression. We
demand hands off all Mumia support-

ers. Free Clark Kissinger! Drop all the

charges and restrictions!

Unemployed
gold miners
from Lesotho.
As South Africa's

unemployment rate

soars, ANC regime
targets immigrant
workers.
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Mexico...
(continuedfrom page I

)

administration, including former mem-

bers of the Communist Party like Jorge

Castaneda, the new foreign minister, who

previously stumped for the left-talking

bourgeois-nationalist Party of the Demo-

cratic Revolution (PRD) of Cuauhtemoc

Cardenas, but this year cynically sup-

ported Fox as a "democratic” alterna-

tive to the PRI. This “left”-right bloc with

the PAN is an expression of the fake left's

embrace of the “death of communism"

internationally since the destruction of

the Soviet Union. In an Espartaco supple-

ment (June 2000) issued before the elec-

tions, our comrades of the Grupo Espar-

taquista de Mexico (GEM) proclaimed:

“Not One Vote for the PRI, PAN or PRD!

For the Political Independence of the Pro-

letariat!” (see WV No. 739, 28 July).

In his first act as president, Fox

ordered the "withdrawal” of 1 ,500 troops

from positions encircling EZLN Zapa-

tista peasant insurgents in the state of

Chiapas while promising to pursue a

"peace” agreement. But 60,000 troops

remain there, and those “withdrawn”

have simply been moved to their bar-

racks. After years of tailing the PRD, the

petty-bourgeois EZLN now welcomes

Fox’s “peace” moves and is sending "sub-

commander” Marcos to Mexico City in

February. The London Economist (28

October) summed up Fox’s “democratic"

credentials: “He is, say some, a caudillo,

a strong-arm ruler
(

with dictatorial in-

stincts in the best Latin American tradi-

tion." And standing behind its Mexican

lackeys is the U.S. imperialist colossus,

which has funneled vast quantities of mil-

itary aid to the war of terror against the

peasant insurgents in Chiapas, Guerrero

and elsewhere.

Since the imposition ofNAFTA in 1994,

U.S. imperialism has planted its boot even

more firmly on the neck of the very depen-

dent Mexican bourgeoisie. Direct foreign

investment, dominated by the U.S., has

more than tripled. Mexico is now the

U.S.’ second-largest trade partner, with

nearly 90 percent of Mexico’s exports

going to the U.S., almost half of them

from the foreign-owned maquiladora fac-

tories that import materials or parts to

assemble finished goods for re-export.

Since 1994, prices for basic necessities

like tortillas rose over 400 percent while

real wages plummeted by some 25 per-

cent and are barely two-thirds what they

were 30 years ago. And the more inter-

connected the Mexican and U.S. econo-

mies become, the more devastating a

recession in the U.S. would be for semi-

colonial Mexico.

Fox dreams of a North American
“common market," including utopian

visions of an "open border” with the

U.S. and equalizing wages between the

two countries, promoted as well by

Castaneda. But while demanding wider

access to cheap labor in Mexico, the

American bourgeoisie is not about to
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open its doors to unrestricted immigra-

tion by impoverished Mexican workers

and peasants. In a 1991 joint statement

of the GEM, the Spartacist League/U.S.

and the Trotskyist League of Canada, we
denounced NAFTA as “an expression of

the U.S. ruling class' belief in its ‘Mani-

fest Destiny’ to dominate the Western

Hemisphere” and declared: “Stop U.S.

‘Free Trade’ Rape of Mexico!” (VVV No.

530, 5 July 1991). We demand: Full citi-

zenship rights for all immigrants!

As the U.S. and Mexican economies

are increasingly interpenetrated, there is

a tremendous opportunity for joint class

struggle uniting workers in Mexico and

the U.S. against the imperialist exploiters.

This requires a political struggle against

the AFL-CIO labor bureaucracy, which

pushes protectionist poison against Mex-

ican workers and binds workers in the

U.S. to the imperialist rulers. The SL/U.S.

seeks to forge a workers party to lead the

multiracial proletariat in a workers revo-

lution that sweeps away the racist U.S.

bourgeoisie, the main enemy of the

world’s peoples. The vast resources of a

workers America will be used to lift the

working masses of Latin America out of

poverty and to right the many wrongs per-

petrated by the bloodsoaked imperialists.

We reprint below an abridged version

of an article from Espartaco No. 14

(Autumn-Winter 2000) on the recent

elections which focuses on the need to

break Mexican workers from the corpor-

atist and nationalist misleaders of the

labor movement.

* * *

In the aftermath of the electoral victory

of Vicente Fox Quesada of the PAN,
December 1 will mark the end of seven

decades of PRI rule. After its presidential

electoral defeat, the PRI has also lost a

myriad of city and state governments and

now faces a stampede. Internal groups

within the PRI demand the expulsion of

Zedillo, while the previous CEN (Nation-

al Executive Committee) has been almost

completely replaced. The army and navy

are both involved in drug trafficking scan-

dals, while various former government

functionaries, members of the PRI, face

court proceedings or are on the run. The
bourgeois-nationalist PRD, on the other

hand, was left way behind in the electoral

race. losing some of its most important

bastions. It barely managed to keep the

top government post in Mexico City. Fac-

ing its defeat, the PRD now tries to pose

as a “firm opposition” to the rightist, cler-

icalist PAN.

During meetings with Canadian busi-

nessmen, Fox announced his plans for a

“full opening,” i.e., the privatization of

the petrochemical and electrical indus-

tries, looking to form a North American

Common Market modeled after the Euro-

pean Union. American imperialism is

far from happy with the idea of a com-

mon market on those terms. And Fox

will encounter many problems in try-

ing to introduce his pro-imperialist plans

in Mexico. According to the pro-PRD
bourgeois newspaper, La Jornada (18

August). 75 million Mexicans live in pov-

erty (i.e., nearly 75 percent of the popu-

lation). After breaking the UNAM [Na-

tional Autonomous University of Mexico]

strike, which deeply polarized Mexican

society for nearly ten months, the bour-

geoisie still faces the problem of the per-

sistence of the EZLN peasant guerrilla

struggle and constant demonstrations of

unrest within the working class, the peas-

antry. teachers, students and others.

The recent Volkswagen strike

—

declared "nonexistent” by the Concilia-

tion and Arbitration Board [equivalent to

an anti-strike injunction]—the flight

attendants strike which was halted by

threats of government occupation (invok-

ing a national emergency law), the sugar

workers strike last year, the DINA [bus

factory] strike and others more recently,

and various calls for strikes—such as

by STUNAM [UNAM campus workers],

which demanded a 50 percent wage

increase—show that within the working

class there is deep unrest and a will to

struggle. The workers recognize that

there have been important changes in Mex-
ico’s political structure, and they have

great expectations of finally being able to

satisfy their and their families’ daily

needs. But any illusion that the election

of the PAN is an indication of the “dem-

ocratic convictions" of the bourgeoisie is

deadly. No stable bourgeois democracy

can exist in this country. The weakness of

the Mexican bourgeoisie itself, subordi-

nated to imperialism and seeking to con-

tain the proletariat, docs not leave it room
for this luxury characteristic of the bour-

geoisies of developed countries.

We Spartacists are guided in our strug-

gle for socialist revolution in Mexico by

the Trotskyist perspective of permanent

revolution. Countries of belated capital-

ist development like Mexico are charac-

terized by a combined and uneven devel-

opment whereby the most modern forms

of capitalist exploitation coexist with

the most primitive production methods.

The national bourgeoisie is simply too

weak and subordinated to imperialism to

achieve elementary democratic tasks,

such as the solution of the agrarian prob-

lem, women’s rights, free education,

national emancipation, etc. By contrast,

imperialism has created a powerful,

young proletariat whose numbers and

cohesion have grown apace with imperi-

alist investment. Capitalism thus gener-

ates its own gravedigger. It is up to the

proletariat to satisfy these democratic

demands by establishing its own class

rule through a socialist revolution, rally-

ing behind itself the masses of the poor

and oppressed of the city and country-

side and fighting to extend the revolution

internationally, particularly to the power-

ful multiracial proletariat in the U.S.

Women’s Liberation Through
Socialist Revolution!

Many of those who voted for the PAN
did so in order to throw the PRI out of the

presidency and not out of devotion to the

right-wing, reactionary politics of the

PAN, the main spokesmen for so-called

“neoliberalism.” The bourgeoisie and its

media try to paint the PAN’s ascendance

to power as the consolidation of “democ-

racy" in Mexico. In reality, the victory of

the PAN foreshadows frontal attacks

against workers, women and minorities.

A heated national debate has erupted over

the PAN’s attacks on abortion. Thus, the

misogynous and reactionary politics of

the PAN are being felt from Baja Califor-

nia, with the case of Paulina, a teenager

who was raped and was then forced by

the PAN state government and the church

to bear the child, to Guanajuato, where

“reforms” penalizing abortion in rape

cases were finally vetoed by the governor

under the pressure of public opinion.

Meanwhile, seeking to take advantage

of the situation to recover some of its

lost supporters, the PRD is posing as a

“friend” of women through the introduc-

tion of the so-called "Robles Law,"

which accepts a deformed fetus and dan-

ger to the mother as grounds for legal

abortion. The PRD’s pathetic and timid

opposition to the PAN and the church

does not even begin to address the needs

of women in Mexico today. While recog-

nizing their narrowness, we defend these

laws against the attacks of the reaction-

aries. But despite its occasional “pop-

ulist” rhetoric, the PRD is a bourgeois

party, pillar of the system of capitalist

exploitation and imperialist rule. We
fight for: Free abortion on demand! Full

democratic rights for homosexuals!

The oppression of women is rooted in

the system of capitalist exploitation, and

therefore putting an end to it cannot be

separated from the struggle for the eman-

cipation of the proletariat. The struggle

for women’s emancipation has a strate-

gic character for socialist revolution in

Mexico, where imperialist investment has

integrated ever greater numbers of

women into the productive process as

proletarians, particularly in the maquila-

doras in the north. Won to the program of

socialist revolution, these women prole-

tarians will be vanguard fighters for the

social liberation of all the oppressed and

working people of Mexico. For women's
liberation through socialist revolution!

The Mexican proletariat has to go from

being a class in itself—defined solely by

its relation to the means of production

—

to a class for itself, one conscious that

it has to take power and create a social-

ist society where those who labor rule.

The indispensable tool for forging this

consciousness in the working class is a

Leninist-Trotskyist party. In Mexico, the

main obstacle to the proletariat’s acquisi-

tion of revolutionary consciousness is

the ideology of bourgeois nationalism,

promoted since the Mexican Revolution,

which seeks to erase the fundamental

division of society into classes with coun-

terposed interests, presenting both ex-

ploiters and exploited as simply "Mexi-
cans" oppressed by Yankee imperialism.

The Grupo Espartaquista de Mexico,

WORKERS VANGUARD



Left: L6zaro Cardenas
utilized nationalism as
ideological weapon to

subordinate working
class to his bourgeois
regime in the 1930s.

Right: Women workers
in 1920s organized by
CROM labor federation,

predecessor to CTM.

section of the International Communist
League (Fourth Internationalist), has set

itself the goal of forging a revolutionary,

internationalist party capable of leading

the working class to power.

Break the Corporatist
Stranglehold over the Unions!

In Mexico, the main trade-union fed-

eration, the CTM, has been directly tied

to the capitalist state through the PRI,

which propped up its rule for more than

71 years with the mythology of the Mex-
ican Revolution, trying to pose as the

party that represents the Mexican people

and their interests. The CTM unions are

organically part of a bourgeois political

party, which was moreover the ruling

party of an essentially one-party state.

We oppose such corporatism as one of

the most open forms of subordination of

the proletariat to the bourgeoisie.

Mexican corporatism affects all unions,

not just the CTM and other PRI-affiliated

unions. Despite the fracturing of PRI cor-

poratism, there has not been an open

struggle by the proletariat against control

by the capitalist class. This is due to

the hegemony of bourgeois nationalism

within the working class, propped up by

the trade-union bureaucracies, the labor

lieutenants of capital. As we explained

in Espartaco No. 10 (Autumn-Winter

1997): “But in the absence of a revolu-

tionary party fighting for the political

independence of the working class, the

workers and their organizations will con-

tinue to be pawns of the parliamentary

ambitions of bourgeois-nationalist politi-

cians. As Cdrdenas seeks to generate a

more 'populist' and ‘national’ face for

this regime of bourgeois austerity, he can

count on political support from ‘indepen-

dent’ unions" (reprinted in WV No. 672,

8 August 1997).

The CTM union bureaucrats typically

rule with an iron fist of repression. The

so-called "independent” unions are in-

deed more democratic, and we Marxists

are certainly not indifferent to that. How-
ever, the "independent” union tops tie

the workers to the Mexican bourgeoisie

through other means, through nationalist

ideology and illusions in “democratic"

reform of the capitalist state. Revolution-

aries seek to intervene in the unions to

replace the bureaucratic and nationalist

leaderships with a leadership opposed to

all bourgeois parties.

Carlos Mamahua

In his article “Trade Unions in the

Epoch of Imperialist Decay” (1940),

Leon Trotsky explains:

"Inasmuch as the chief role in backward

countries is not played by national but

by foreign capitalism, the national bour-

geoisie occupies, in the sense of its social

position, a much more minor position

than corresponds with the development

of industry Inasmuch as foreign capital

docs not import workers but proletari-

anizes the native population, the national

proletariat soon begins playing the most

important role in the life of the country In

these conditions the national government,

to the extent that it tries to show resis-

tance to foreign capital, is compelled to a

greater or lesser degree to lean on the pro-

letariat. On the other hand, the govern-

ments of those backward countries which

consider it inescapable or more profitable

for themselves to march shoulder to

shoulder with foreign capital destroy the

labor organizations and institute a more
or less totalitarian regime.

“Thus, the feebleness of the national

bourgeoisie, the absence of traditions of

municipal self-government, the pressure

of foreign capitalism, and the relatively

rapid growth of the proletariat cut the

ground from under any kind of stable

democratic regime."

Trotsky wrote the above in part based

directly on the case of Mexico at the time.

Many Mexicans look back with fond

nostalgia on the reforms under Lizaro

Cardenas. What’s important to under-

stand, however, is precisely the continu-

ity of the present Mexican state with the

Cdrdenas period. Nothing essentially

changed for 50 years in the way the Mexi-

can unions and state are organized and

how they function. Trotsky explained

that the fact that the main role in colonial

and semicolonial countries is played

not by national capitalism but by imperi-

alist capitalism does not obviate but

instead reinforces the need for direct links

with the state. This is the most important

social basis for the bonapartist and semi-

bonapartist character of governments in

the colonies and backward countries in

general. Trotsky emphasized:

“Docs this mean that in the epoch of

imperialism independent trade unions are

generally impossible? It would be funda-

mentally incorrect to pose the question

this way. Impossible are the indepen-

dent or semi -independent reformist trade

unions. Wholly possible arc revolutionary

trade unions that not only are not stock-

holders of imperialist policy but that set

as their task the direct overthrow of the

rule of capitalism. In the epoch of impe-

rialist decay the trade unions can be

really independent only to the extent that

they arc conscious of being, in addition

the organs of proletarian revolution....

"As a matter of fact, the independence of

the trade unions in the class sense, in

their relations to the bourgeois stale, can,

in the present conditions, be assured only

by a completely revolutionary leader-

ship. that is, the leadership of the Fourth

International."

Permanent Revolution vs.

Cardenista Nationalism

With the end of PRI domination, Mex-

ico is experiencing important political

changes. For revolutionary Marxists, it is

necessary to draw the lessons of the past

to understand the present and be able to

lead the struggles of the proletariat to

victory.

The Mexican Revolution of 1910-20

was a confirmation in the negative of

Trotsky’s theory of permanent revolution.

The political and social relationships in

the country were insufficiently mature for

putting the proletariat in power as the

leader of the masses. Thus the Mexican

Revolution produced only very partial

results directed entirely against the work-

ing masses. The Constitutionalists, bour-

geois victors emerging out of the revolu-

tion, were unable to effect the aims of a

national-democratic revolution. They had

to confront not only the opposition of

recalcitrant wings of the bourgeoisie and

Catholic church but also the constant

challenge of the proletariat in the cities

and the impoverished peasantry in the

countryside, all the while tacking and

veering vis-ct-vis U.S. imperialism. By
the end of the Mexican Revolution,

American capital had actually strength-

ened its economic stranglehold on the

country at the expense of its imperialist

rivals.

Both to achieve victory in the civil war

against [insurgent peasant leaders) Pan-

cho Villa and Emiliano Zapata and

to consolidate their rule in the aftermath

of the revolution, the Constitutional-

ists had to lean on the proletariat for

political and military support, at the

same time politically subordinating the

working class to their rule. The first post-

revolutionary Mexican labor federation,

the Regional Confederation of Mexican

Workers (CROM), illustrates this point.

The CROM founding convention was

called under the auspices of and funded

by the government to undercut the

[anarcho-syndicalist] Casa del Obrero

Mundial. While the program passed at

this convention opposed any cooperation

with the government (!), under the lead-

ership of Luis Morones the CROM
quickly became a servile ally of the gov-

ernment, dependent on government sub-

sidies for its "dues."

Shortly after founding the CROM.
Morones and his cronies launched the

PLM (Mexican Labor Party) in order

to support the presidential candidacy of

Constitutionalist general Alvaro Obregdn.

But even before the PLM was pro-

claimed. the CROM had made a deal with

Obreg6n that he would create a labor

ministry to be run by "a person closely

identified with labor interests” and that

the CROM would be granted special

status and access to state support and

facilities.

Once in power, Obregdn did not deliver

on his promise for a labor ministry. None-

theless, he placed many government

departments under the control of the

CROM and PLM and permitted the heads

of these departments to levy "spontane-

ous contributions” from their employees

for the direct benefit of the PLM and

CROM, including especially their leader-

ships. At the same time, Obregdn

promptly createcfthe National Agrarian

Party (PNA) as a counterweight to the

PLM.
In 1924, Obreg6n faced an armed

challenge led by Adolfo De la Huerta, a

former ally, when Obreg6n decided to

designate as his successor Pluiarco Elfas

Calles, who was considered a “radical"

by the hacendados [large landowners]

and Catholic hierarchy. Having lost pop-

ularity within the army because of cuts

in the military budget, Obregdn defeated

De la Huerta with the support of Ameri-

can arms shipments. Obregdn also had

the support of peasant militias organized

in the PNA and of armed workers front

the CROM.
Similarly, Calles mobilized the peasant

PNA to help crush the Catholic fun-

damentalist guerrillas of the Crisiiada

[peasant-based uprising against anti-

clerical provisions in the constitution], at

the same time using his control over

the CROM as a base of support against

rebel bourgeois factions and against all

working-class opposition. During Calles’

regime, the CROM signed a "social pact"

with the state: in exchange for parliamen-

tary seats, government posts and gov-

ernment approval of union organizing

campaigns, the CROM aided in the perse-

cution of leftists and dissidents and in

strikebreaking, such as in the railroad

strike of 1926.

Calles successfully sought to play

sectors of the working class against each

other. When the CROM leadership,

already discredited by its cynically overt

class collaboration, sought to improve its

reputation among the working class by

reneging on its "social pact,” the govern-

ment responded by cutting the CROM’s
funds and supporting—for an extremely

short period—dissident labor groups.

The conflicts ended in armed confron-

tations between the CROM and the dis-

sident workers groups. Calles, through

his puppet Emilio Portes Gil, then

attacked the latter. With the Crisiiada

rebellion contained, any threat from

Obregdn eliminated and relations with

continued on page 10

January 2000: Cops beat striking campus
worker during yearlong UNAM student
occupation. Mexico City administration
under PRD of Cuauhtemoc Cardenas
(above) repeatedly mobilized riot cops
against student strikers, workers.
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Left: Support rally for 1934 oil workers strike, one of
wave of militant struggles that led to Cardenas’
nationalization of oil industry. Above: Troops escort
tankers to break 1989 oil workers strike protesting
arrest of union head.
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Mexico...
(continuedfrom page 9)

U.S. imperialism stabilized. Calles had

little further use for the badly compro-

mised CROM/PLM. In 1929. Calles

founded the National Revolutionary

Party (PNR), claiming that it was the

party "of the Revolution." regimenting

and co-opting within it the majority of

the rival bourgeois factions.

The worldwide depression at the end

of the 1920s was an international catas-

trophe in the capitalist countries. The

economies in countries subordinated to

imperialism, like Mexico, were particu-

larly hard hit. The number of unem-

ployed in Mexico tripled between 1929

and 1933, while the minimum wage cov-

ered but a third of the basic needs of

working-class families.

The new “Six Year Plan” of 1933 re-

flected the concerns of the bourgeoisie in

the face of an upsurge in working-class

struggles, seeking to reduce Mexico’s

economic dependence on the United

States and offering social reforms to

lessen worker discontent. This was how
General Ldzaro Cdrdenas, one of the

spokesmen for social reforms, came to be

designated as successor to the “maximum
leader” Calles.

The Cardenas Myth

Many workers and poor people in

the city and the countryside see in

Ldzaro Cdrdenas a "progressive” and

“anti-imperialist" figure; sectors of the

"populist" bourgeoisie invoke his name
before the workers. However. Cardenas’

“legacy" was the consolidation of the

Mexican bourgeois regime. It was

Cdrdenas who took Calles' PNR and

transformed it from a machine of per-

sonal power into an instrument capable

of organizing Mexico’s political forces

into a corporatist structure.

Cardenas was neither a socialist nor an

anti-imperialist. In fact, at the end of his

government in 1940, the Mexican econ-

omy was more dependent on the United

Slates than ever before. His intention

was to modernize the country for the

benefit of the Mexican bourgeoisie,

never to put its rule in question. Given

the weakness of the domestic bourgeoi-

sie, like his predecessors Obreg6n and
Calles he required the support of the

working class against both the bour-

geois factions opposed to the nationalist

reforms and the excessive expectations

of the imperialists. Ever since the Mexi-
can Revolution, the bourgeoisie has used

nationalism, opportunist anti-clericalism

and a socialist-tinged populist rhetoric

as an ideological weapon in consolidat-

ing its power against competing factions

and justifying its repression of workers’

struggles and peasant insurrections. Cdr-

denas was simply its best exponent.

Cardenas sought to undercut Calles

and his other rivals by winning support

from within the PNR and the army.
He also sought to repair the relations

between the state and the church. The
famous “socialist education," institution-

alized in the constitution two months
before Cardenas took power, had no
other objective than to raise the level of

education of the poor and workers to

make them more suitable for wage labor

and more productive for the bourgeoisie.

He took the side of the workers in impor-
tant struggles in order to gain their confi-

dence, bringing them under the control

of the iron-fisted CTM bureaucracy.

Cardenas often called on the workers to

organize in a single federation—under his

influence—with the perspective of co-

opting the federation in his plan for a

party of "sectors": military, worker, "pop-
ular" and peasant . This is an illustration of
corporatist bonapartism. At the same
time, he opposed the organizing of peas-

ants by the workers federations and
sought to organize the peasants as a coun-
terweight to the workers. Thus the PRI’s

predecessor, the Party of the Mexican
Revolution (PRM), was formed in 1938

by the PNR, the CTM and peasant, mili-

tary and “popular" sectors.

As imperialist oil investments were

concentrated in Venezuela at the end of

the Depression, massive layoffs contin-

ued in Mexico In 1935, workers in Tam-
pico conducted three general strikes in

solidarity with the oil workers. Strikes

continued until 1940, when Cdrdenas

unleashed the forces of the state to

repress strikers at the old Azcapolzalco

refinery. This was the context in which

Cdrdenas expropriated the oil industry.

The expropriation of the railroads

came about in a similar context. In May
1936, 45,000 railroad workers went on

strike. The strike was declared illegal by

the Conciliation and Arbitration Board

and was suspended under threat of army
intervention. Throughout the country,

there were protest rallies against the

government in solidarity with the work-

ers. The following month, the newly

founded CTM organized a national 24-

hour strike in protest against the repres-

sion of the railroad strike. The economy
came to a halt: there was no transporta-

tion or electricity. A year later, Cardenas

expropriated the railroads.

In August 1936, an agricultural work-

ers strike in the Lagunera region brought

out more than 20,000 workers, among
whom the Communist Party (PCM) had

some influence. That October, the Cdr-

denas government issued a decree expro-

priating and distributing the land in the

area and establishing the basis for agrar-

ian reform.

We defend nationalized industry against

privatizations. The nationalizations were

a blow against imperialism, and we stand

for the right of colonial and semicolonial

countries to exploit their own natural

resources. In “Mexico and British Impe-

rialism" (1938), Trotsky explains:

"The oil magnates are not rank-and-file

capitalists, not ordinary bourgeoisie.
Having seized the richest natural re-

sources of a foreign country, standing
on their billions and supported by the

military and diplomatic forces of their

metropolis, they strive to establish in

the subjugated country a regime of im-
perialistic feudalism, subordinating to

themselves legislation, jurisprudence,

and administration. Under these condi-
tions expropriation is the only effective

means of safeguarding national inde-

pendence and the elementary conditions

of democracy.

"What direction the further economic
development of Mexico may take de-

pends decisively upon factors of an inter-

national character. But this is a question

of the future."

The Mexican bourgeoisie is subordi-

nated to U.S. imperialism, but it is not

just a puppet. Cdrdenas took advantage

of interimperialist rivalries to maneuver
and make lucrative economic agreements

for Mexico. For example, he infuriated

American imperialism by selling oil to

the Nazis. He also mollified the Mexican
proletariat and tweaked the nose of

American imperialism by giving political

asylum to Leon Trotsky, founder and
leader of the Fourth International, co-

leader with Lenin of the Bolshevik Party

and organizer of the Russian Revolu-

tion of 1917. The left-nationalist pos-

ture of Cardenism was necessarily very

brief—just as long as necessary to derail

workers’ discontent.

In Mexico’s case, the struggle against

privatizations and the bourgeois assault

in the service of the imperialists must
be linked to a fight for revolutionary

unity with the powerful multiracial

American proletariat. The struggles of
the Mexican and American proletariat

are politically and economically linked,

even more tightly since the imposition of

the NAFTA “free trade” rape of Mexico
by American imperialism. The GEM
fights to win the Mexican proletariat to

an international revolutionary perspec-

tive joining their struggles with those of

their class brothers and sisters in the

U.S., through combatting the nationalism

that chains the proletariat to its bourgeoi-

sie. Correspondingly, our comrades in

the Spartacist League/U.S. fight to break

American workers from the reactionary

nationalism and racism against blacks

and immigrants that infect the workers

movement and serve to tie the workers to

the ruling class.

The Main Enemy Is at Home!
The CTM was born out of a workers

movement in ascendancy, which also

gave rise to the great national industrial

unions. Founded in 1936, the CTM was
politically tied to Cdrdenas and his gov-

ernment from the beginning. In fact,

much of Cdrdenas' initial support had its

basis in Lombardo Toledano’s General

Confederation of Workers and Peasants

of Mexico (CGOCM), a predecessor of

the CTM, and in the Proletarian Defense

Committee, founded in 1935, through

which the Stalinists, the CGOCM, the

SME (electricians] and others supported

Cdrdenas against Calles. The glue that

bound the CTM in absolute prostration

to the Cardenas government was the

nationalization of oil in March 1938.

The CTM bureaucrats (including the

Stalinists, Lombardo Toledano and Fidel

Velazquez) and the PRM itself felt com-
pelled to make ritualistic references to

“socialism” to deceive the workers. Thus
the original slogan of the CTM was “for

a society without classes,” and the “Stat-

utes of the Mexican Confederation of

Workers" stated:

"The proletariat of Mexico will fight

fundamentally for the total abolition of
capitalist rule. However, given that Mex-
ico gravitates in the orbit of imperialism,

to reach the above-mentioned objective it

is indispensable to first attain the political

and economic freedom of the country."— CTM, 1936-41. Secretaria

dc Divuleacidn ldeol6gica,

CEN del PRI (1981)

At bottom this is the Stalinist conception

of two-stage revolution—which they

stole from the Mensheviks—according to

which it is necessary to fight first for a

“democratic revolution" and only later

speak of a socialist revolution. In reality,

this has always been a recipe for prole-

tarian defeats.

The role played by the then com-
pletely Stalinized PCM was crucial in

subordinating the Mexican working class

to the bourgeoisie by means of national-

ism. At the beginning of the Cdrdenas
regime, the PCM still upheld the Stalinist

“third period” policy and maintained as

late as 1935 that Cdrdenas and Calles

were seeking the same objective: to

strengthen the domination of Yankee
imperialism. The PCM criticized Lom-
bardo Toledano because although he had

broken with the CROM, he still main-

tained that one had to collaborate with

the government. However, this only cov-

ered up the PCM’s own class collabo-

ration. In his efforts to consolidate the

political subordination of the working
class to a supposed “anti-imperialist”

wing of the bourgeoisie and the petty

bourgeoisie, PCM general secretary

Hemdn Laborde explained in June 1935

that the slogan was: “With Cdrdenas, No;
with the Cardenista masses. Yes!" And
the PCM was the left wing of the CTM!
The PCM carried out a “self-criticism”

in light of the policy of the popular front

proclaimed at the Comintern’s Seventh

Congress in July 1935, at which fascism

was declared the main enemy and that,

therefore, it was necessary to build a

"united front" against it. In reality, the

Comintern was adapting to “democratic”

imperialism and it was with those bour-

geois forces that it sought to form a so-

called “united front" In countries under

_asasola Archive
CTM labor congress provides platform for candidate of Ldzaro Cdrdenas’
bourgeois-nationalist PRM, predecessor of PRI, composed of labor, peasant,
military and “popular” sectors.
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policeman (see "IG's Brazil Cover-Up:

Dirty Hands, Cynical Lies,” WVNo. 671,

II July 1997). When the bourgeois state

ruled in favor of their opponent, the IG

declared that the SFPMVR had ceased to

be a trade union, claiming that it had

become a formation organized by the

bourgeois courts because the presidency

was in the hands of the IG’s political

opponents, who had previously been their

slate partners!

The IG now speaks of "police union-

ism,” making an analogy with the work-

ers organizations established by the

tsarist police agent Zubatov in Russia at

the turn of the last century. They seek to

include in this category the Mexican
CTM and CT [Congress of Labor)

("Class Struggle Against Police Union-

ism’ in Brazil," Internationalist, April-

May 1 999). With their traditional style of

“selective” quotation, the IG seeks to give

the impression that the Bolsheviks re-

fused to work in such organizations. But

Lenin condemned those who argued that

revolutionaries should refuse to work in

trade unions led by reactionaries, explain-

ing that the main leaders of the reformist

trade unions in the imperialist centers

were nothing other than Zubatovs with a

different disguise: "The Gomperses, Hen-

dersons, Jouhaux and Legiens are nothing

but Zubatovs, differing from our Zubatov

only in their European garb and polish,

and the civilized, refined and democrati-

cally suave manner of conducting their

despicable policy” ("Left-Wing " Commu-
nism, An Infantile Disorder [1920]).

In their most recent polemic against

us, the IG tries to answer these argu-

ments by maintaining that ‘Trotsky him-

self insisted that in cases where there is

no alternative, it is necessary to work
within fascist ‘unions.’ This however
does not make them into true workers

unions. Revolutionaries also do work
within the conscript armies, but this does

not change the class nature of the armed
fist of the bourgeois state" (El Inter-

nacionalista supplement, June 2000).

This anti-Marxist analogy between the

CTM and the bourgeois conscript army
is nothing but the “justification” for a

union-busting policy: Why should the

workers defend against bourgeois attacks

an organization which is not qualitatively

different from a bourgeois army?
In Mexico in 1989, [then-president]

Salinas jailed the leader of the oil work-

ers. Joaquin Hernandez Galicia. No one
but the ICL protested this attack and
explained to the workers that it was a

blow against the working class. No one
but the ICL demanded freedom for the

jailed oil workers leaders. Whatever the

pretext used by the bourgeois slate to

intervene in the unions, their only pur-

pose is to further subordinate them to

the class enemy. Nobody else opposed
Salinas’ blow against the oil workers

because all the other "leftist” organiza-

tions shared—and still share—the IG’s

line.

Leninism and the Trade Unions
Demonstrating that its purpose is far

from bringing any political clarity to

the workers, in its dozens of pages of
polemics against us on this question the

continued on page 12

the yoke of "democratic" imperialism,

this "united front" conducted under the

rubric of the "fight against fascism"

meant the betrayal of any struggle for

national liberation and independence.

Thus, the PCM maintained at the Sev-

enth Congress, in Laborde’s words: "It is

necessary to recognize that the fascist

danger has made us relegate to the back-

ground. in a way. the main enemy, which
in the conditions of Mexico is imperial-

ism, particularly Yankee imperialism”

(cited in Marcela De Neymet, Crono-

logia del Partido Comunista Mexicano.

Primera Parte, 1919-1939 ( 1981 ]).

If Laborde begrudgingly accepted

unity with "democratic” imperialism

against fascism, in most periods the

refrain of Stalinists and other class-

collaborationists is the "anti-imperialist

united front." This is a recipe for unity

with their own national bourgeoisie

“against imperialism.” We Spartacists

insist that in Mexico the main enemy is at

home: it is the Mexican bourgeoisie,

lackey of imperialism. Although it wasn’t

a mass party, the PCM had a certain influ-

ence within the working class, derived

from the authority of the October Revolu-

tion. In the final analysis, the PCM, tail-

ing Cardenas, has the main political

responsibility for short-circuiting the

development of class consciousness in

the Mexican proletariat, preventing it

from seeing the necessity of building a

party to fight in its own class interests.

PRI, PAN, PRD: Parties
of the Bourgeoisie

The worn-out corporatist rule of the

CTM over the workers .movement is in its

death agony; it is necessary to draw the

lessons of history to avoid falling into the

same bourgeois traps. The trade-union

Auxilio UNAM campus cops off campus

and out of STUNAM!
Particularly after its humiliating elec-

toral defeat, the bourgeois PRD tries to

present itself as a "friend" of workers,

women and oppressed minorities, such as

homosexuals. After pushing reforms that

broadened—to a very limited extent

—

legal abortion in Mexico City, it pub-

lished an ad in the bourgeois papers pro-

testing the decision of the Conciliation

and Arbitration Board declaring the

Volkswagen strike "nonexistent.” Simi-

larly, it “opposed" the government take-

over of the ASSA flight stewards strike,

and now the PRD deputy and leader of

the union, Alejandra Barrales, is propos-

ing a law banning government takeovers.

But the PRD has more than once dem-
onstrated its anti-worker nature, using its

granaderos [riot police] to attack CGH
[UNAM general strike council] students

at various points during the combative

student strike in defense of public educa-

tion. These attacks also targeted the

SNTE teachers union, workers in Cha-

pingo and many others. This is what

remains of Cardenista "populism.” Today

the PRD and its trade-union pimps do

not have any need to use "socialist” rhet-

oric to deceive the proletariat, like the

CTM and even the PRM had to in their

time. The verbiage of bourgeois nation-

alism is enough. Even so, the purpose is

the same: to keep the working class regi-

mented, lulled to sleep with "demo-

cratic” illusions in its “own” bourgeoisie.

The PRD has no other purpose than to

maintain the regime of capitalist exploita-

tion: it is an enemy of workers, women
and the oppressed. Under capitalism, the

laws exist to prevent the independent

mobilization of the proletariat in struggle

for its conquests. The working class can-

leaders who are the “alternatives” to the

PRI charros [cowboys] do not represent

any class-struggle option. Their rhetoric

and methods may be different—some-

times—but their role is the same: lieuten-

ants of capital within the workers move-

ment. Take, for example, one Miguel

Hernandez Bello, a dissident trade-union

leader in SUTERM [electrical workers]

who showed up at the offices of Vicente

Fox to beg him, pathetically, to intervene

to guarantee that the internal SUTERM
elections in November would be “demo-
cratic." Fox didn't even let him in. And
these are the "independent" trade union-

ists! The illusion that the PAN president-

elect is going to “guarantee" democracy

in the unions is no different from illusions

in the "impartiality" of the bourgeois

Conciliation and Arbitration Boards.

When the state intervenes in the trade

unions, its only intention is to regulate

and increasingly subordinate the unions

to the capitalist class and its state. The
bourgeois state has no business inside

the workers movement. The working

class must clean its own house! Bour-

geois state out of the unions! The police

are not “workers in uniform" but the

guard dogs of the bourgeoisie. The pres-

ence of policemen inside the unions rep-

resents a threat to the very existence of

the unions: Police out of the unions!

the gangster CTM bureaucracy and their

desire for trade-union democracy simply

to prettify the PRD and its trade-union

pimps. Using pseudo-Marxist justifica-

tions, the IG argues that there is a class

difference between the trade unions affil-

iated to the PRI and those close to the

PRD. using the violence and bureau-

cratic practices of the CTMers as their

apparent criterion. But demagogy cannot

substitute for a Marxist class analysis.

For Marxists, violence, dishonesty or

lack of democracy do not determine the

class nature of things! At bottom, for the

IG the class character of the various

trade-union organizations is defined by

what bourgeois party controls them: the

PRI or PRD
Attempting to give an “orthodox"

justification for its line that the PRI-

affiliated unions are not unions, in a sup-

plement to El Internacionalista (Octo-

Protesters
against proposed
anti-abortion laws
included mother of

Paulina, a 13-year-old
Guanajuato girl who
was raped and then

forced by PAN
state government

and church to

bear the child.

Schwarz/Maclean’s

1998 GM Flint strike, Mexican auto workers in

Chihuahua plant. Against chauvinist AFL-CIO tops,
SL/U.S. fights for class struggle by U.S. workers in

solidarity with workers in Mexico.

not play by the bosses’ rules. Down with

the Conciliation and Arbitration Boards!

For the political independence of the

proletariat—Break with all the parties of

the bourgeoisie: PRI, PAN, PRD!

IG: “Left” Apologists for

Bourgeois Nationalism

The Mexican pseudo-left helps the

PRD in its efforts to keep the working
class tied to its class enemy, blinded by

the ideology of bourgeois nationalism

which seeks to deny any differentiation

of society into classes with counterposed

interests. Among these pseudo-leftists is

the so-called Internationalist Group (IG).

formed by a handful of defectors from
our organization, the International Com-
munist League. Demoralized by the tri-

umph of counterrevolution in the USSR
and East Europe, they deserted from rev-

olutionary Trotskyism to seek class

forces alien to the proletariat and vehi-

cles other than its Leninist revolutionary

party to advance the struggle for the

emancipation of humanity.

Instead of the Trotskyist perspective of

the urgent struggle for the political inde-

pendence of the proletariat, the IG ver-

bally sides with one set of union bureau-

crats, the “independents,” against those

in the CTM. The IG seizes on the quite

justified hatred of the workers toward

ber 1998) the IG quotes from Trotsky’s

"Trade Unions in the Epoch of Imperial-

ist Decay":
"In Mexico the trade unions have been
transformed by law into semistate insti-

tutions and have, in the nature of things,

assumed a semitotalitarian character"

But they conveniently omit the next para-

graph from Trotsky’s writing which

unmasks the IG's political line:

"From the foregoing it seems, at first

sight, easy to draw the conclusion that the

trade unions cease to be trade unions in

the imperialist epoch. They leave almost
no room at all for workers' democracy
which, in the good old days when free

trade ruled on the economic arena, con-
stituted the content of the inner life of
labor organization. In the absence of
workers' democracy there cannot be any
free struggle for influence over the trade

union membership. And because of this,

the chief arena of work for revolutionists

within the trade unions disappears.

“Such a position, however, would be
false to the core."

In Mexico, the IG's capitulationist

political line has been limited up to now
to mere rhetoric. However, in Brazil these

centrists put their politics into practice,

dragging the Municipal Workers Union
of Volta Redonda (SFPMVR) into the

bourgeois courts on three occasions in an

intrabureaucratic struggle to keep the

presidency of the union in the hands of

their comrade Geraldo Ribeiro, a former
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Mexico...
(continuedfrom page 1 I)

IG has never bothered to explain to the

millions of workers still organized within

the CTM and, in general, by the CT, how

and when their trade unions “stopped"

being unions. The labor bureaucracies,

based on their social position at the head

of the trade unions, negotiate the terms of

exploitation with the bourgeoisie, using

the power of the organized working class

as their trump card.

Thus, at the same time that the CTM
and the PRI-afflliated unions in general

are characterized by their servility to the

bourgeoisie and its state, they are also

forced to mobilize their base every once

in a while. Last year, for example, there

was a large strike of thousands of sugar

workers organized by the CTM. Of 245

strikes in 1998, a total of 198 were

by PRI-affiliated unions. According to

the IG, the CTM is not a trade-union

federation because it is organically con-

nected to the PRI; but the PRI no longer

controls the state. Thus the convulsive

struggles which encompass even the PRI-

controlled unions are dismissed by the IG

as impossible (or perhaps we should say

"nonexistent").

For revolutionaries, who do not seek

“influence” for its own sake attained

through maneuvers with the labor tops

but rather the revolutionary adherence of

the more advanced sectors of the work-

ing class, the point is to win them to our

whole program. Trotsky continued in

“Trade Unions in the Epoch of Imperial-

ist Decay":

"From what has been said, it follows

quite clearly that in spite of the progres-

sive degeneration of trade unions and
their growing together with the imperial-

ist state, the work within the trade unions
not only does not lose any importance but

remains as before and becomes in a cer-

tain sense even more important work than

ever for every revolutionary party. The
matter at issue is essentially the struggle

for influence over the working class.

Every organization, every party, every

faction that permits itself an ultimatistic

position in relation to trade unions, that

is, in essence turns its back upon the

working class merely because of dis-

pleasure with its organization, every such
organization is destined to perish. And it

must be said that it deserves to perish.”

The IG fits this description to a tee.

The IG accuses the ICL of having

“changed their line” regarding the class

nature of the CTM. Let’s see who
“changed their line." In accordance with

their self-image as infallible caudillos, IG
leaders Norden and Negrete imagine that

whatever position they maintained behind

the party’s back when they were members
of the ICL must be "the line” of our

organization. But the IG’s charges are a

falsehood designed simply to attack the

ICL. We did not recognize any class dis-

tinction between one or another trade

union, because the GEM’s political line

never was to prettify the bourgeois PRD
and its trade-union followers.

In its most recent Mexican supplement

(22 June 2000), the IG complains that

the GEM “even compares the PRI clutr-

ros who ‘use their clubs and goons to

maintain their privileges’ with the Sta-

linist bureaucracy in the Soviet Union.

They hide the difference between a

direct instrument of the bourgeois state,

the CTM, and the ruling bureaucracy of

a bureaucratically degenerated workers

state, the USSR.” In Spartacist [Spanish-

language edition] No. 22 (April 1989),

when Norden was still editor of our

American newspaper Workers Vanguard

and on the editorial board of Spanish-

language Spartacist, we wrote regarding

Salinas’ attack against the oil workers

unions in “Bazooka Shots Against Mexi-

can Workers” (see also WV No. 470,

3 February 1989):

“Many of the rad-lib intellectuals ask

how can one possibly defend this labor

kingpin, the embodiment of the corrupt

charm (cowboy) bureaucrats who have
lorded it over the unions for decades,

and still claim to be a ‘democrat’.... The
Trotskyists, who understand the class

character of the USSR as a workers state

despite its bureaucratic degeneration

under Stalinist rule, and thus defend it

against imperialism, likewise defend the

unions against the bosses despite the

sellout bureaucracy which sits atop these

repositories of workers power. As Leon
Trotsky wrote 50 years ago. ‘In the last

analysis a workers’ state is a trade union
which has conquered power’ (In Defense

of Marxism [1939]).”

The ICL has always explained that

there is no qualitative difference between

the PRI charros and their “democratic"

counterparts, because our political line

has always been based on the struggle for

the complete political and organizational

independence of the proletariat from all

wings of the bourgeoisie, not just the PRI
but also the PRD. It is the IG that has

changed its orientation, defecting from

revolutionary Trotskyism and looking to

satisfy its opportunist appetites.

Again on the “Cardenista
Popular Front”

In Mexico, the IG has found a bour-

geois force to capitulate to in the PRD of

Cuauhtemoc Cdrdenas, claiming there is

a "popular front" around that bourgeois

party. The IG presents the “popular front"

as a term lacking any concrete meaning,

but it is not a synonym for any and all

forms of class collaboration. In Marxist

terms, a popular front is an alliance of ref-

ormist workers parties and capitalist par-

ties to govern a capitalist state. The par-

ticipation of the workers parties is used to

camouflage which class rules, and the

popular front generally appears in situa-

tions in which the bourgeoisie needs to

appease the combative workers and derail
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their struggles. While the pro-capitalist

leadership of these reformist parties

(which Lenin called “bourgeois workers

parties”) consciously comes to the rescue

of capitalism in crisis, the working-class

base of these parties is motivated by a

reformist class consciousness. In other

words, they reject the bourgeois parties as

representatives of the bosses but wrongly

see their reformist party as capable of

achieving a socialist reorganization of

society in the interests of the workers.

But in Mexico there is no mass work-

ers party; the fundamental mechanism
used by the Mexican bourgeoisie to main-

tain the subordination of the working
class has been the ideology of bourgeois

nationalism, not the “popular front." The
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NYC emergency protest in February,
part of ICL campaign in defense of
UNAM student strikers after hun-
dreds were arrested in government
crackdown.

PRD is a bourgeois party, plain and sim-

ple. The IG seeks to use a quote from
Trotsky from 1938, in which he maintains

that L£zaro Clrdenas’ PRM was a “pop-

ular front in the form of a party," to argue

against the Spartacists. Centrists spend

years looking for some quote that might,

when taken out of context, justify their

opportunist politics. Thus the IG tries to

take this statement by Trotsky out of con-

text to imply that their position about a

“Cardenista popular front” has a Marxist

grounding provided by Trotsky. This is a

lie. In an informal conversation with

some of his collaborators which was later

transcribed, Trotsky said:

“The Kuomintang in China, the PRM in

Mexico, and the APRA in Peru are

totally analogous organizations. It is the

People’s Front in the form of a parly.”

This is an evocative formulation to

describe the bourgeoisie leaning on the

proletariat, but it is not precise, and that

is precisely why it only appears in this

transcription of an informal discussion

between Trotsky and his political col-

laborators. In all the published writings

by Trotsky about the Guomindang (Kuo-

mintang—GMD), it is painstakingly clear

that the GMD is the party of the national-

ist bourgeoisie, and he warns against the

subordination of the proletariat to it.

Similarly for Mexico, Trotsky insists

that the key question for revolutionaries

is the strategy of permanent revolution,

counterposed to bourgeois nationalism

expressed in the false perspective of

the “anti-imperialist united front." As we
wrote in Espartaco No. 10:

“What can be the purpose of the IG's

insistence on the supposed existence of a

popular front’ around the PRD? Perhaps
it is instructive to consider that Stalin

justified the suicidal liquidation of the

Chinese Communists into the Guomin-
dang by baptizing that bourgeois nation-

alist party a ‘bloc of four classes.’ Writ-

ing of this in The Third International

After Lenin (1928), Trotsky said:

‘“The celebrated idea of “workers’ and
peasants' parties" seems to have been
specially created to camouflage bour-

geois parties which are compelled to

seek support from the peasantry but who
arc also ready to absorb workers into

their ranks. The Kuomintang has entered

the annals of history for all time as a

classic type of such a party'."

The reason for the IG's insistence on

the supposed Cardenista “popular front”

is none other than to obscure the class

nature of the PRD, a bourgeois party. The

IG throws the perspective of permanent

revolution out the window in order to

invent a “popular front” with working-

class components simply to capitulate

to the bourgeois PRD. Mexican history

and current reality pose a big problem

for the IG to which they have no answer.

During a brief period under LSzaro

Clrdenas’ presidency, the government

moved a little to the left to derail the

discontent among the workers and peas-

ants. Since then the structure of the cor-

poratist state has developed in a repres-

sive and semi-bonapartist direction. But

nothing fundamentally changed for seven

decades. If according to the IG the pred-

ecessor of the PRI, the PRM, was a pop-

ular front, when and how did it stop being

one? And now that, as of December 1 , the

PRI is no longer in the government but

the CTM unions are still affiliated to it, is

there a “popular front” around the PRI?

Forge a Leninist-Trotskyist Party!

Genuine communists seek to build the

strongest possible unity of the working

class against the capitalist exploiters, and

so we oppose craft divisions in the pro-

letariat. We are for industrial unions,

namely that all workers, skilled and

unskilled, in the same industry should

belong to the same union. We fight

against the division of the working class

in competing trade unions based on dif-

ferent political tendencies. The task of

the communist vanguard is to clarify and

sharpen the differences between the

competing political tendencies in order

to regroup cadres for a Leninist party. In

Lenin’s time, these different political

tasks were reflected in different organi-

zational forms: the Comintern, made up

of party organizations representing the

unique Bolshevik political program, and

the Profintern, representing the struggle

for the unity of the working class in the

unions.

History has demonstrated that based

just on its daily struggle and expe-

rience—without the intervention of a

Leninist vanguard party—the working

class is unable to develop a consciousness

higher than trade-union consciousness,

that is, the necessity of uniting in trade

unions for the economic struggle against

the bosses and the government. But trade-

union consciousness is bourgeois con-

sciousness. Trade unionism per se does

not challenge the capitalist mode of pro-

duction but instead seeks to improve the

terms of exploitation for the workers

through struggles against individual bos-

ses and the government. The fight for the

genuine independence of the workers

organizations from the bourgeoisie re-

quires forging a revolutionary workers

party—the indispensable tool for prole-

tarian revolution— to rally the oppressed

masses of the city and countryside behind
the proletariat. To this end, a no-holds-

barred fight against any manifestation of
bourgeois ideology within the working
class is necessary. An essential part of this

is to unmask those pretenders to the ban-
ner of communism who are only perpet-

uating the ties of the working class to its

“own” bourgeoisie.

The vanguard role of the working
class is central to the Marxist perspective

of world socialism. Only the working
class has the social power and the clear

objective interest to liberate humanity
from all kinds of oppression. Having no
vested interest in maintaining the bour-
geois order, the proletariat’s enormous
power lies in its role in the production
process, its numbers and its organization.

Like Lenin’s Bolsheviks, our purpose is

to tuse intellectual and proletarian ele-

ments to forge the party capable of lead-

ing the proletariat to the seizure of state

power. Join us.'b
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Subject Index...
(continued from page 16)

CIVIL LIBERTIES
• General—And see Immigration.

The Frame-Up of Hurricane Carter (by Reuben
Samuels)(R), #728, 28 Jan. (12, 10, 1 1)

California’s Prop 21 Targets Black, Latino and
Immigrant Youth, #730, 25 Feb. (3, 11)

California: Down With Props 21 and 221, #731,

1 0 Mar. (9)

Chicago Cybercops Entrap Priest. Government
Sex Snoops Target Everyone (YSp), #734,
21 Apr. (6)

• Cases—And see Abu-Jamal: Defense
Campaign; Black Question; Death Penalty;

Fascism; ‘Globalization’’ Protests;

Homosexual Rights; Partisan Defense
Committee. See also Near East: General.

Geronimo Wins Court Settlement Over
LAPD/FBI Frame-Up, #736, 19 May (2)

Ohio 7: Fighters Against Imperialism, Racism,

#741, 8 Sept. (3, 13)

Free Leonard Peltier!, #748, 15 Dec. (6)

Civil Rights—See Black Question; Civil

Liberties: General; Police.

Civil Rights Movement—See Black Question.

Civil War—See Black Question.

CLIFFITES—And see Africa; Britain; Canada;
“Globalization’’ Protests; Indonesia;

International Socialist Organization.

Cliff, Korea and Counterrevolution, #738,

30 June (12)

Cliffites After Cliff: Troubled Waters for

"Socialists" Who Cheered Counterrevolution

(Workers Hammer), #739, 28 July

(3,4,5, 13)

COLOMBIA
"Drug War" Cover for Bloody Repression of

Workers, Peasants, #737, 2 June (12, 10, 11)

Colonialism—See Imperialism; Puerto Rico;

Vietnam.

Columbia University—See Near East: Anti-

Zionist Protests.

Committee for a Workers International (CWI)

—

See Near East: General.

Communist Party USA (CPUSA)—See Anti-

Communism; Fascism; Popular Front.

Confederate Flag—See Black Question; Spark.

CUBA—And see also Colombia;
Internationalist Group; Puerto Rico; Socialist

Action.

Return Elian Now! Gusano Frenzy in Miami,

#733, 7 Apr. (1 , 5)

The Elian Case and the U.S. Imperialist Drive

for Counterrevolution, #734, 21 Apr.

(1.9, 10, 11)

Feds’ Raid Snatches Elian: U.S. Imperialism

and Miami’s Gusanos, #735, 5 May (2, 9)

Cuban Kid Goes Home, #748, 15 Dec. (5)

Czech Republic—See "Globalization” Protests.

DEATH PENALTY—And see Abu-Jamal:

Defense Campaign; International Socialist

Organization.

Abolish the Racist Death Penalty! Illinois

Moratorium and Capitalist Hypocrisy, #730,

25 Feb. (1, 8, 9)

Death Penalty: Barbarism U.S. A., #737, 2 June

(1.4)

Shaka Sankofa (Gary Graham) Executed:

Racist State Murder in Texas, #738, 30 June

(16, 14)

Defense Cases—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Democratic National Convention—See
“Globalization” Protests; U.S.: Elections.

Democratic Socialists of America (DSA)—See
Balkans; "Globalization” Protests.

Diallo, Amadou—See Abu-Jamal: Message
From Death Row; Police. See also

Progressive Labor Party.

Drug Witchhunt—See Civil Liberties: General;

Colombia; Police.

East Europe—See "Globalization” Protests.

East Timor—See Imperialism, Indonesia.

Ecology—See West Europe.

EDUCATION—And see Quote of the Week.

See also France; Homosexual Rights;

Mexico.

Defeat School Voucher Plan! Defend Public

Education! Down With California Proposition

381, #745, 3 Nov. (12, 11)

Egypt—See Near East: General.

Elections—See Civil Liberties: General;

Education; International Socialist

Organization; Quote of the Week; U.S.:

Elections. See also Popular Front.

Engels, Friedrich—See Anarchism; Quote of the

Week.

Enlightenment—See Anarchism.

FASCISM—And see Black Question; Quote of

the Week. See also Japan, West Europe.

Mobilizing Labor Against the Fascists—1939,

1999 (L), #727, 14 Jan. (3)

Hundreds Rout Fascist Hale at Northwestern!

(YSp), #728, 28 Jan. (12, 4)

New York Times: Pandering to Fascism, #729,

1 1 Feb. (2)

Charges Dropped Against Chicago Anti-Nazi

Protesters. #732, 24 Mar. (2)

Liberals, Democratic Party: Lawyers for KKK
Racist Killers, #736, 19 May (6)

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)—See Black

Question; Civil Liberties: Cases.

FRANCE—And see also Basques;
“Globalization” Protests; West Europe.

Paris: Campus Occupation at Saint-Denis—
Full Citizenship Rights for the Immigrant

Students! (YSp), #732, 24 Mar. (7, 8)

Fraser, Dick—See Black Question.

Fuel Protests—See West Europe.

Gay Rights—See Homosexual Rights.

GERMANY—And see "Globalization” Protests;

Internationalist Group; West Europe. See

also Black Question.

Fourth Reich: Hands Off Leftist Demonstrators!

(Declaration of the International Communist
League), #728, 28 Jan. (2)

Revolution vs. Counterrevolution in Germany,
1989-90 (S)

Part 1, #730, 25 Feb. (4. 5, 10)

Part 2, #731, 10 Mar. (4, 5, 10)

“GLOBALIZATION” PROTESTS—And see

also Chomsky; International Socialist

Organization.

Imperialists Push “Open Door” for

Counterrevolution in China, #729, 1 1 Feb.

(12,9, 10, 11)

Drop All Charges Against Madison Anti-

Sweatshop Protesters! (YSp), #732, 24 Mar.

(7,8)

IMF Protests: D.C. Cops Arrest Hundreds,
Seize Protest Headquarters, #734, 21 Apr.

(1.4)

SYC at Socialist Scholars Conference: The
“Spirit of Seattle" Is Protectionist Poison,

American Chauvinism and Anti-Communism!
(YSp), #734, 21 Apr. (5, 8)

SYC Protests Exclusion: “Whites Only" at L.A.

Rad-Lib Workshop (YSp), #740, 25 Aug. (7)

ICL Statement for Prague Protest Against IMF,

World Bank, #742, 22 Sept. (12, 8, 9, 10)

Eyewitness Report on Protests Against IMF,

World Bank: "Velvet" Police State Repression

in Prague (YSp), #743, 6 Oct. (4, 5, 6)

Free Imprisoned Leftist Protesters in Prague!

(ICL letter) (YSp), #743. 6 Oct. (5)

Nice, France: Cops Rampage Against Leftist

Protesters, Fake Lefts Plead for Reformed
“Fortress Europe", For a Workers Europe—
For Socialist Revolution!, #748, 15 Dec. (4, 5)

Gonzalez, Eli&n—See Cuba.

Graham, Gary (Shaka Sankofa)—See Death
Penalty.

Green Party—See International Socialist

Organization; U.S.: Elections.

Guerrillaism—See Colombia; Mexico.

Gusanos—See Cuba.

Haitians—See Police.

Hispanics—See Latinos.

History of the Marxist Movement—See
Anarchism; Archives of the Marxist

Movement; Black Question; Fascism;

Imperialism; Near East: General; Popular

Front; Quote of the Week. See also U.S.:

Elections.

HOMOSEXUAL RIGHTS—And see Britain;

Civil Liberties: Elections. See also Students.

Orange County School District Bans Gay
Group from High School (YSp), #728,

28 Jan. (4)

Defend NAMBLAI, #741, 8 Sept. (2)

Bay Area: Bigots Exclude Gays from Palestine

Solidarity March (L), #747, 1 Dec. (2)

IMMIGRATION—And see Civil Liberties:

General; Maintenance Workers. See also

France; Police.

Down With U.S. Rulers' “Terrorism" Scare!,

#727, 14 Jan. (1,8)

Murderous Attack on Mexican Immigrants on

Long Island, #743, 6 Oct. (12, 7)

For a Class-Struggle Fight to Organize

Immigrant Workers! Labor Tops' New Posture

on Immigrant Rights, #747, 1 Dec.

(1. 8, 9, 10)

IMPERIALISM—And see Balkans;

“Globalization” Protests; Indonesia;

Quote of the Week; Sierra Leone; U.S.:

International Relations; Vietnam.

Australian/UN Imperialist Troops Out of East

Timor! (Australasian Spartacist), #727,
14 Jan. (4, 5, 10)

"The Main Enemy Is at Home!" (Karl

Liebknecht) (YSp), #734, 21 Apr. (5)

INDONESIA—And see Imperialism.

Indonesia at the Flashpoint (Australasian

Spartacist), #731, 10 Mar. (3, 6, 7)

International Bolshevik Tendency (IBT)—See
Germany.

International Brotherhood of Teamsters—See
Labor; Teamsters.

International Communist League (Fourth

Internationalist) (ICL)—See Germany;
“Globalization" Protests; Imperialism;

Japan; Mexico. See also Spartacist

League/U.S.

INTERNATIONALIST GROUP (IG)-And see

Germany. See also “Globalization” Protests.

Labor Reformists Scramble IGs, #740,

25 Aug. (3)

Still Looking for a Few Good Stalinist

Bureaucrats, #746, 17 Nov. (4, 5, 6, 14, 15)

International Longshore and Warehouse Union

(ILWU)—See Internationalist Group.

International Longshoremen's Association (ILA)

—

See Longshoremen.

International Monetary Fund (IMF)—See
“Globalization” Protests.

INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST
ORGANIZATION (ISO)—And see Canada;

Cliffites; Cuba; Death Penalty; Labor. See
also Balkans; “Globalization" Protests;

Imperialism; U.S.: Elections.

NYC Anti-Death Penalty Meeting: ISO Political

Exclusion Backfires (YSp), #730, 25 Feb. (2)

ISO Cold Warriors Squirm Over China-Bashing
(YSp), #735, 5 May (6)

ISO Tinkers with State's Machinery of Death,

#738, 30 June (16, 15)

Protest ISO Gangsterism Against the LRP!,

#738, 30 June (15)

ISO Hustles Vote for Nader (YSp), #739,
28 July (6, 12)

The ISO and the Nader Campaign: How Fake
Socialists Undermine Fight for Workers Party

(YSp), #741, 8 Sept. (6, 7, 10)

Iran—See Near East: General.

Iraq—See Chomsky; Near East: General; U.S.:

International Relations. See also Students.

Ireland—See Northern Ireland.

Islam—See Indonesia; Near East: General.

Israel—See Near East.

Jackson, Jesse—See Black Question; Transit

Workers; U.S.: Elections.

Janitors—See Maintenance Workers.
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JAPAN
Japanese Trotskyists Fight Resurgent

Nationalism, Racism (Spartacist Group
Japan leaflet), #736, 19 May (5, 10)

Jewish Question—See Near East.

ji Jaga (Pratt), Geronimo—See Civil Liberties:

Cases.

Kissinger, Clark—See Abu-Jamal: Defense
Campaign.

Kosovo—See Balkans.

Ku Klux Klan (KKK)—See Fascism.

Kurdish Question—See Near East: General.

LABOR—And see Immigration; Popular Front;

Quote of the Week; U.S.: Elections; specific

occupations. See also Britain.

Reinstate Expelled Bay Area Carpenter John
Reimann! No to Court Intervention into the

Unions!, #733, 7 Apr. (4)

Association for Union Democracy: Lawyers for

Government Union-Busting, #738, 30 June
(3, 4, 5, 13, 14)

LABOR BLACK LEAGUES-And see Police.

Join the Labor Black Leagues! (LBL 10-point

program), #733, 7 Apr. (10)

Latin America—See Mexico; Police.

Latinos—See Civil Liberties: General;
Immigration; Maintenance Workers; Police.

League for a Revolutionary Communist
International (LRCl)—See “Globalization"
Protests. See also Britain.

League for a Revolutionary Party (LRP)—See
International Socialist Organization.

Left Organizations—See Chomsky;
“Globalization” Protests; Homosexual
Rights; Indonesia; Near East: Anti-Zionist
Protests; U.S.: Elections; specific

organizations.

Lenin, V.I.—See Anarchism; Germany; Quote of
the Week.

Liebknecht, Karl—See Germany; Quote of the
Week.

LONGSHOREMEN—And see also

Internationalist Group.

Charleston ILA Battles Racist Union-Busting
Assault. #728, 28 Jan. (1,5)

Drop All Charges Against Charleston
Longshoremen! (PDC letter), #728,
28 Jan. (5)

Defend Arrested Charleston ILA Members!,
#730, 25 Feb. (2)

ILA Victory Brings in New Union Members,
#740, 25 Aug. (16, 15)

Los Angeles—See Maintenance Workers;
Police; Transit Workers. See also Education.

Luxemburg, Rosa—See Germany; Quote of the
Week.

MAINTENANCE WORKERS
Victory to L A. Janitors Strike!, #733, 7 Apr. (3)

Victory to the Janitors Strike!, #734, 21 Apr.

( 12 . 11
)

Maoism—See China.

Marx, Karl—See Anarchism. See also Black
Question.

MEXICO
Outrage Over Cop Attack on Student Strike,

#729, 11 Feb. (1,5, 6. 7)

Free All Arrested UNAM Strikers! Defend Public
Education! (International Communist League
statement), #729, 11 Feb. (1, 5)

GEM Speaker at STUNAM Press Conference.
#729, 11 Feb. (6)

Villagers Seize Strikebreaking Cops, #730,
25 Feb. (12, 9)

Donate $ to Free Student Militants!, #731,
10 Mar. (2)

Mexican Militants Added to PDC Stipend
Program, #732, 24 Mar. (3)

Donate Now to Help Jailed Student Strikers!,

#733, 7 Apr. (5)

International Solidarity Campaign Wrap-Up:
Protest Police Siege of UNAM!, #734, 21 Apr.

(2 ,
11 )

Mexico May Day: Gangsterism in the Service of
the PRD, #736, 19 May (4)

14

PAN Victory After 70 Years of PRI Rule: Wall
Street's Candidate Wins Mexican Elections,

#739, 28 July (1, 11, 12)

Not One Vote for the PRI, PAN or PRD! For the

Political Independence of the Proletariat!

(Espartaco), #739, 28 July (10, 14, 15)

Spartacist Youth Speak Out in Solidarity with
UNAM Workers (YSp), #746, 17 Nov. (7)

Clerical Reactionary Vicente Fox Inaugurated:
NAFTA's Man Targets Labor, #748, 15 Dec.
(1.8, 9, 10. 11, 12)

MOVE

—

See Black Question; Partisan Defense
Committee.

Nader. Ralph—See International Socialist
Organization; U.S.: Elections. See also Quote
of the Week.

NAFTA—See Mexico.

NAMBLA—See Britain; Homosexual Rights.

National Question—See Balkans; Near East;
Northern Ireland.

Native Americans—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

NATO—See Balkans.

NEAR EAST
• General—And see U.S.: International
Relations.

Near East, 1950s: Permanent Revolution vs.

Bourgeois Nationalism (S)

Part 1, #740, 25 Aug. (4. 5, 6, 14)

Part 2. #741 , 8 Sept. (4, 5, 12, 13)

Zionist Massacre in West Bank, Gaza, #743,
6 Oct. (12, 11)

Defend the Palestinian People!, #744, 20 Oct.

( 1 . 10 .
11 )

Down With Zionist Terror Machine!, #745,
3 Nov. (1,8, 9)

Free Mordechai Vanunu!, #745, 3 Nov. (9)

Arafat Appeals to United Nations Imperialists:

Zionist Butchers Escalate War on
Palestinians, #746, 17 Nov. (16, 15)

• Anti-Zionist Protests—And see Homosexual
Rights.

Columbia Spectator Witchhunts Edward Said
(YSp), #743. 6 Oct. (6)

Spartacist Youth Addresses NYC Palestinian
Rally (YSp), #745, 3 Nov. (8)

Spartacist Protest at NYU: Zionist Killers Off

Campus!, #747, 1 Dec. (2)

New York City—See Abu-Jamal: Message from
Death Row; Fascism; Police; Transit
Workers. See also Progressive Labor Party.

New York Times—See Anti-Communism;
Fascism.

New York University—See Near East: Anti-

Zionist Protests; Students.

NORTHERN IRELAND—And see also

Cliffites.

Labour Government's "Peace" Is a Lie!

(Workers Hammer), #728. 28 Jan. (3, 9)

North Korea—See South Korea.

Northwestern University—See Fascism.

Oakland—See Anti-Communism; Education.

OBITUARIES
Mary Van De Water-Quirk 1954-2000, #736,

19 May (3)

In Honor of Comrade Mary Van De Water-Quirk,
#738, 30 June (6. 7, 8, 9)

Palestinians—See Near East.

PARTISAN DEFENSE COMMITTEE
(PDC)—And see Mexico. See also

Longshoremen.

Build PDC Holiday Appeal for Class-War
Prisoners! (CSDN), #746, 17 Nov. (2)

PDC Holiday Appeal for Class-War Prisoners:
"We Do Not Forget Them!", #748, 15 Dec. (3)

Party Question—See Spartacist League/U.S.

Peltier, Leonard—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Permanent Revolution—See Africa; China;
Indonesia; Mexico; Near East: General;
Quote of the Week; South Africa; South
Korea.

Persian Gulf—See Near East: General.

Philadelphia—See Abu-Jamal: Defense
Campaign; Black Question; Teachers.

PHONE WORKERS
Verizon Strike Rattles Wall Street, #740,

25 Aug. (16. 15)

POLAND
Free Abortion on Demand! (Platforma

Spartakusowcdw) ,
#737, 2 June (5)

POLICE—And see Abu-Jamal; Black Question;

Transit Workers. See also Progressive Labor
Party.

Amadou Diallo: Stage Set for Whitewash of

NYPD Death Squad, #727. 14 Jan. (1, 9)

Diallo Trial: Whitewash of Racist Capitalist

Repression, #730, 25 Feb. (12, 11)

Amadou Diallo's Killers Walk: Capitalist

‘Justice" Means Racist Murder, #731, 10 Mar.

(1,8, 9)

Diallo Trial: Racist Killer Cops Acquitted (New
York LBL and SL statement), #731, 10 Mar.

(2. 9)

NYPD Murder Machine Strikes Again, #732,
24 Mar. (3)

LAPD's Racist Killing Machihe, #733, 7 Apr.

(3. 10, 11)

Cops Riot Against Haitian Community, #733,
7 Apr. (12, 11)

Spartacist Speaker at Haitian Protest Meeting.
#733, 7 Apr. (11)

NYC, Latin America: “Operation Condor" Death
Squads, #736, 19 May (2)

LAPD Fires Rubber Bullets at Protesters (PDC
letter), #746, 17 Nov. (11)

Political Revolution—See China; Cuba;
Germany; Internationalist Group; Quote of
the Week.

POPULAR FRONT—And see Mexico; South
Africa; West Europe.

From the Archives of Marxism: Roosevelt’s
"New Deal" Coalition and the "People's Front"
(James Burnham), #727, 14 Jan. (6, 7, 11)

Prague Anti-IMF Protest—See "Globalization”
Protests.

Pratt (ji Jaga), Geronimo—See Civil Liberties:
Cases.

Prisons—See Progressive Labor Party.

PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY (PL)—And
see Transit Workers.

High School Students Protest Against Racist
Cop Terror (YSp), #732, 24 Mar. (6)

UC Berkeley: Progressive Labor Crawls for

Nader (YSp), #746, 17 Nov. (10)

Prometheus Research Library—See Archives of
the Marxist Movement.

Protectionism—See Britain; China;
"Globalization” Protests. See also
International Socialist Organization.

Public Employees—See Teachers.

PUERTO RICO
U S. Hands Off Vieques Protesters!, #735,

5 May (12)

Workers World Goons for the Democrats: U.S.
Out of Vieques!, #736, 19 May (4)

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
Honor Lenin, Liebknecht, Luxemburg!

(V.l. Lenin). #727, 14 Jan. (2)

Mobilize Labor to Fight KKK Terror! (James P
Cannon), #728. 28 Jan. (2)

Imperialism and War (Communist International,
March 1919), #729. 11 Feb. (2)

Marxism and the State (Communist
International, March 1919), #730, 25 Feb. (2)

Women s Emancipation and Proletarian Power
(N. Bukharin and E. Preobrazhensky). #731,
1 0 Mar. (2)

Imperialism and War (V.l. Lenin), #732
24 Mar. (2)

China and the World Socialist Revolution (Leon
Trotsky), #733, 7 Apr. (2)

For International Workers Revolution! (Leon
Trotsky), #734, 21 Apr. (2)

Imperialism and Its “Labor Lieutenants"
(V.l. Lenin), #735, 5 May (2)

Honor John Brown, Anti-Slavery Fighter!
(Frederick Douglass), #736, 19 May (2)

The State: Organ of Class Rule (Friedrich
Engels). #737. 2 June (2)

For a Revolutionary Leadership of Labor
(James R Cannon), #738, 30 June (2)

The Fraud of "Left" Bourgeois Third Parties
(James P. Cannon), #739, 28 July (2)
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The Fraud of Bourgeois “Democracy" (Leon
Trotsky), #740, 25 Aug. (2)

Leon Trotsky, Revolutionary Fighter (Socialist

Appeal, September 1940), #741, 8 Sept. (2)

Bourgeois "Democracy": Mask for Dictatorship

of Capital (V.l. Lenin), #742, 22 Sept. (2)

Permanent Revolution vs. "Socialism in One
Country" (Leon Trotsky), #743, 6 Oct. (2)

For a Revolutionary Workers Party! (James P

Cannon), #744, 20 Oct. (2)

Communism and Public Education (Russian

Communist Party [Bolshevik], March 1919),

#745. 3 Nov. (2)

Political Revolution Needs Trotskyist

Leadership (Socialist Workers Party,

November 1953), #746, 17 Nov. (2)

Socialist Revolution Will Liberate Humanity
(Leon Trotsky), #747, 1 Dec. (2)

For a Socialist United States of Europe!
(V.l. Lenin), #748, 15 Dec. (2)

Refuse & Resist—See Progressive Labor Party.

Religion—See Civil Liberties: General;
Homosexual Rights. See also Immigration;
Near East; Northern Ireland.

Revolutionary Workers League (RWL)—See
Homosexual Rights.

Russian Question—See Cliffites; Labor;
Socialist Action.

Safeway Drivers Strike—See Teamsters.

Said, Edward—See Near East: Anti-Zionist

Protests.

San Francisco Bay Area—See Education;
Transit Workers. See also Homosexual
Rights.

Sankofa, Shaka (Gary Graham)—See Death
Penalty.

Seattle Anti-WTO Demonstration—See
“Globalization" Protests.

Serbia—See Balkans.

Service Employees International Union (SEIU)—
See Maintenance Workers.

Sex Witchhunt—See Britain; Civil Liberties:

General; Homosexual Rights.

Shachtman, Max—See Anti-Communism;
Archives of the Marxist Movement; Labor.

Sharpton, Al—See Black Question; Fascism;
Police.

Sierra Leone—See Africa.

SOCIALIST ACTION—And see Archives of

the Marxist Movement; Spartacus Youth
Clubs. See also "Globalization" Protests;

U.S.: Elections.

At UCLA: SYC Exposes Fake "Defenders" of

Cuba (YSp), #738, 30 June (2, 9)

Socialist Alternative—See U.S.: Elections.

Socialist Equality Party—See Imperialism.

Socialist Workers Party—See Archives of the
Marxist Movement; Cuba; Fascism;
Imperialism.

SOUTH AFRICA—And see Africa.

ANC Regime Cracks Down on Township Poor,

#727, 14 Jan. (12, 11)

ANC Government Escalates War on South
African Workers. #731, 10 Mar. (12, 11)

South African Workers Battle ANC Union-
Busting, Austerity, #736, 19 May,

(1,7, 8. 9. 10)

Racist Terror in. the "New South Africa", #748,
15 Dec. (1, 7)

SOUTH KOREA—And see Cliffites.

All U.S. Troops Out of Korea Now!, #738,
30 June (1. 10, 11. 12)

Southeast Asia—See China; Imperialism;
Indonesia; Vietnam.

Soviet Union—See Germany; South Korea;
Vietnam.

Spain—See Basques.

SPARK
Fake Socialists Salute Confederate Flag, #748,

15 Dec. (6)

SPARTACIST LEAGUE/U.S. (SL/U.S.)—And
see Archives of the Marxist Movement;
Spartacus Youth Clubs; Workers Vanguard.

On Winning the New Generation to

Revolutionary Trotskyism (YSp), #734,
21 Apr. (7)

SPARTACUS YOUTH CLUBS (SYCs)-And
see Near East: Anti-Zionist Protests;

Students. See also Abu-Jamal: Defense
Campaign; Civil Liberties: General.

Why I Broke from the YSA and Joined the SYC
(YSp), #742, 22 Sept. (3, 7)

Stalinism—See Anti-Communism; China; Cuba;
Germany; Internationalist Group; Near East:

General; Popular Front; Vietnam. See also

Quote of the Week.

STUDENTS—And see Abu-Jamal: Defense
Campaign; Mexico; Progressive Labor Party.

UC Berkeley Students Protest War Criminal

Madeleine Albright (YSp), #736, 19 May
(
12

,
11 )

Military Recruiters Off Campus! (YSp), #745,
3 Nov. (6)

Sweatshops—See “Globalization” Protests.

Taiwan—See China.

Tallahassee—See Black Question.

TEACHERS—And see also Canada.

Down With Union-Busting Against Philly

Teachers!, #743, 6 Oct. (3)

TEAMSTERS—And see Labor.

Defeat Safeway Union-Busting: Victory to the

Summit Teamsters Strike!, #745, 3 Nov.

(2 ,
11

)

TRANSIT WORKERS
NYC Transit: TA Sics Cops on Union Meeting,

#732, 24 Mar. (2)

Feds Hands Off NYC Transit Union!, #741,
8 Sept. (16. 15)

Bay Area Transit Workers Confront Racist

Union-Busting, #741, 8 Sept. (11, 13)

Victory to L.A. Transit Strike!, #742, 22 Sept.

(2 ,
11

)

L.A. Transit Strikers Battle Union-Busting,

#743. 6 Oct. (2)

Jesse Jackson, L.A. Democrats Defuse Militant

Strike: Transit Workers Face Down Union-
Busters. #744, 20 Oct. (12, 9)

NYC Transit Union—Sellouts, Traitors, Finks:

No Choice in TWU Local 100 Elections,

#746, 17 Nov. (16. 11)

Transport Workers Union (TWU)—See Transit
Workers.

Trotsky, Leon—See Anti-Communism; Archives
of the Marxist Movement; Quote of the
Week.

UNITE (Union of Needletrades, Industrial and
Textile Employees)—See "Globalization"
Protests.

United Nations—See Africa; Balkans; Near East:
General; U.S.: International Relations.

UNITED STATES—And see "Globalization"
Protests.

• General—See Black Question; Immigration;
Police. See also Quote of the Week;
Spartacist League/U.S.

• Elections

Democrats, Republicans: Partner Parties of

Racist U.S. Capitalism (YSp), #739, 28 July

(16. 7. 8, 9)

Democrats, Republicans: Enemies of Labor,
Blacks, #740, 25 Aug. (1, 12, 13, 14)

From the Archives of Marxism: "Communist
Views on Elections" (Young Spartacus, 1932),
#741. 8 Sept. (7)

Nader: Spare Tire for Democrats—Capitalist
Third Parties: No Alternative for Labor,

Blacks, #744, 20 Oct. (3. 8, 9)

The "Nader Challenge": Getting Gore Elected
(YSp), #745, 3 Nov. (7)

Millennium Elections: Deadheads Deadlock-
White House Scramble, #746, 17 Nov.

(1. 12, 13)

• International Relations—And see Anti-
Communism; Balkans; China; Cuba;
Indonesia; Near East; Puerto Rico; Students;
Vietnam.

Down With Starvation Blockade and Bombing
of Iraq!, #735, 5 May (12, 8)

"Drug Czar" McCaffrey, Imperialist War
Criminal. #737, 2 June (12, 11)

Starving Iraq for Ten Years, #740, 25 Aug.

(2 .
15

)

United Transportation Union (UTU)—See Transit

Workers.

University of California at Berkeley—See Abu-
Jamal: Defense Campaign; Progressive
Labor Party; Students.

University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA)—
See Socialist Action; Spartacus Youth Clubs.

Van De Water-Quirk, Mary—See Obituaries.

Vanunu, Mordechai—See Near East: General.

Verizon Strike—See Phone Workers.

VIETNAM—And see Anti-Communism.

Twenty-Fifth Anniversary: Vietnam Was a

Victory!, #735, 5 May (3)

1965 Spartacist Telegram to Ho Chi Minh,

#735, 5 May (3)

Clinton Visit: Imperialist Mass Murderers
Preach “Reconciliation"—Defend the Gains
of the Vietnamese Revolution!, #747, 1 Dec.

(12, 4, 5, 6, 7)

Moscow, Beijing and the Vietnam War (L),

#748, 15 Dec. (2)

WEST EUROPE—And see “Globalization”
Protests. See also Quote of the Week.

Austria: Down With Racist Demagogue Haider!,

#730, 25 Feb. (6, 7)

Fuel Protests Rock Europe, #742, 22 Sept.

(1 .
11

)

Fuel Protests, Workers' Interests and Ecology
(L), #746, 17 Nov. (3)

WOMAN QUESTION—And see Britain;

Homosexual Rights; Poland; Quote of the

Week.

On the Origins of Women’s Oppression (L),

#727, 14 Jan. (2)

WORKERS VANGUARD
Workers Vanguard Subscription Drive

2000 Quotas, #740, 25 Aug. (7)

Week One Totals. #741, 8 Sept. (15)

Week Three Totals, #742, 22 Sept. (10)

Week Five Totals, #743, 6 Oct. (7)

Final Totals, #744. 20 Oct. (5)

Statement of Ownership, Management, and
Circulation, #743, 6 Oct. (9)

Workers World Party (WWP)—See Cuba;
Homosexual Rights; Puerto Rico.

World Politics—See "Globalization” Protests;

Imperialism; U.S.: International Relations;

specific countries.

World Trade Organization (WTO)—See China;
"Globalization" Protests; Immigration. See
also International Socialist Organization.

Youth—See Civil Liberties: General;
"Globalization" Protests; Students; U.S.:

International Relations.

Yugoslavia—See Balkans.

Zimbabwe—See Africa.

Zionism—See Near East.

Bound Volumes—
WORKERS VANGUARD

Organ of the
Spartacist League/U.S.

Volumes 1 to 30, 1970 through 1999
include one year of WV except:

Volume 1 includes 1970-73

Volumes 4 to 9 include

six months each, 1976-78

All volumes are indexed and
available on microfilm.

$30 each Discounts available for larger orders

of any combination of WV and Spartacist bound
volumes: 4 to 10 volumes $24 each; 11 or more

volumes $23 each (includes postage).

Order from/make checks payable to:

Spartacist Publishing Co.
Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116
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Abortion—See Poland.

ABU-JAMAL, MUMIA
• Defense Campaign—And see Black
Question; Civil Liberties: General; Ddath
Penalty; Partisan Defense Committee. See
also Internationalist Group.

Drop All Charges Against 348 Arrested Jamal
Defenders! (PDC letter). #731. 10 Mar. (8)

Fight to Free Mumia Abu-Jamall, #735, 5 May
(1.9)

SLVSYC Revolutionary Contingent at Bay Area
Rally (YSp), #736. 19 May (12. 11)

Outrageous Persecution of Mumia Supporters

(PDC letter), #737. 2 June (2)

Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!, #739, 28 July (9, 12)

Philly Cops Terrorize Mumia Supporter, #743,
6 Oct. (3)

UC Berkeley: SYC Defends Mumia Against
Reactionary Smear Campaign (YSp), #745,
3 Nov. (7)

Free Clark Kissinger—Drop All Charges!, #748,
15 Dec. (7)

• Message from Death Row
What Diallo Really Means, #732, 24 Mar. (11)

Affirmative Action—See Black Question.

AFL-CIO—See China; "Globalization" Protests;

Immigration; Labor; U.S.: General; specific

occupations. See also International Socialist

Organization; Quote of the Week.

AFRICA—And see South Africa.

Sierra Leone: All British/UN Troops Out Now!,
#737, 2 June (3, 9)

Hew and Cry over Land Seizures in

Zimbabwe—South Africa ANC Regime:
Enforcer for Imperialist Plunder, #741,
8 Sept. (1,8, 9, 10)

Albania—See Balkans.

Albright, Madeleine—See Students.

Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU)—See Transit

Workers.

ANARCHISM—And see Chomsky;
“Globalization” Protests.

The Roots of Anarchism (YSp), #740, 25 Aug.
(8, 9, 10, 11)

ANTI-COMMUNISM—And see Cuba; Labor.

Letter to New York Times: Rehabilitating

McCarthy, Eliminating Trotsky, #727,
14 Jan. (3)

Defeated Counterrevolutionaries Besiege
Ho Chi Minh Art Exhibit, #733, 7 Apr. (2, 5)

ARCHIVES OF THE MARXIST
MOVEMENT-And see Black Question;
Popular Front; Quote of the Week;
U.S.: Elections.

Key Document of U.S. Trotskyist Movement:
“Marxist Politics or Unprincipled
Combinationism?", #742, 22 Sept. (4, 5, 6)

Prometheus Research Library Speaker at

Tamiment Conference: Marxist Archives and
the Training of Trotskyist Cadre, #747,
1 Dec. (3, 10. 11)

Armed Forces—See Students; U.S.:

International Relations.

Asia—See China; Imperialism; Indonesia;
Japan; South Korea; Vietnam.

Asian Americans—See Immigration.

Association for Union Democracy (AUD)—See
Labor.

Australia—See Imperialism; Indonesia.

Austria—See West Europe.

Bakunin, Mikhail—See Anarchism; Chomsky.

BALKANS—And see Chomsky. See also
Cliffites; Students.

NATO Occupation Means Oppression of Serbs,
Albanians. #732, 24 Mar. (12. 9)

GUIDE TO THE SUBJECT INDEX
• This subject index covers issues of Workers Vanguard
published during 2000, from issue No. 727 (14 January)

through the end-of-the-year issue No. 748 (15 Decem-
ber). During this time, WV was published biweekly,

except skipping three alternate issues in June. July and
August.

• The fullest listing is by SUBJECT. Subject headings are

arranged alphabetically. Entries are listed chronologically

with two exceptions: all entries comprising a series are

listed together immediately following the first entry of the

series.

•Entries are listed under subject heads. In some cases,

subject heads are broken down into subcategories.

These subcategories are listed immediately after the initial

subject head and preceded by a dot (•). The numbers
following each entry headline give the issue number, date

and page number(s) for the article. Thus:

ANC Regime Cracks Down on Township Poor, #727,
14 Jan. (12. 11)

means the headline of the article, issue No. 727 dated
14 January 2000. beginning on page 12 and continuing

on page 11.

• No entry is listed twice; refer to cross references for guid-

ance in locating the subject head for particular articles.

Cross references are of two types: those following the

word "see* deal centrally with the subject head; those
following the words "see also* are related articles. Sub-
ject heads in cross references are separated by a semico-
lon. Thus:

Nader, Ralph-See International Socialist Organization;

U.S.: Elections. See also Quote of the Week.

means that articles about Ralph Nader can be found by
going to the subject head INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST
ORGANIZATION and by going to the subject head

UNITED STATES and looking under the subcategory

Elections. Related articles can be found under the sub-

ject heading QUOTE OF THE WEEK.

• Individuals mentioned in articles are usually not listed

separately unless the article is primarily about the given

person. Foreign political organizations are generally

listed under appropriate countries, while U.S. political

organizations are listed under their organizational names.

• Articles relating to foreign countries are listed under geo-

graphical headings and not necessarily under any other

subject heading Articles which deal centrally with U.S.

foreign policy and threats or acts of war involving the

U.S. will be found undec U.S.: International Relations.

Articles on this year's presidential campaign are listed

under U.S.: Elections.

• The periodic columns by death-row political prisoner

Mumia Abu-Jamal are listed under the subject heading
ABU-JAMAL in the subcategory Message from Death
Row; articles on his case and the campaign to free him
are in the subcategory Oefense Campaign.

When articles are reprinted and/or translated from the

press of other sections of the ICL, the name of the press

will appear in parenthesis following the headline of the

entry.

• Articles on the protests against the IMF. World Bank.
WTO, etc., which occurred internationally, are listed

under “GLOBALIZATION" PROTESTS.

• Abbreviations used in entries are:

CSDN Class-Struggle Defense Notes article

L. Letter

R: Review

S: Series

YSp: Young Spartacus article

Serbian Elections, Made in U.S. A., #744,
20 Oct. (6, 7, 9)

BASQUES
Free Imprisoned Basque Nationalists!

(Le BolchGvik), #744, 20 Oct. (2)

Black Panther Party—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

BLACK QUESTION—And see Civil Liberties:

General; Death Penalty; Education;
“Globalization” Protests; Labor Black
Leagues; Longshoremen; Police; U.S.:

Elections. See also Fascism; Immigration;
Quote of the Week; Spark.

Racist Democratic Party Hustles Black Vote:
Down With the Confederate Flag of Slavery!,

#728, 28 Jan. (1,6, 7, 8)

From the Archives of Marxism: Black Freedom
and Proletarian Revolution (Dick Fraser),

#729, 1 1 Feb. (3, 8. 9)

Mass Protest in Tallahassee to Defend
Affirmative Action. #732, 24 Mar. (1, 10, 11)

Racist Cop Terror and the Legacy of Slavery,

#732, 24 Mar. (1,4, 5)

The "Red '48ers" and the Fight for Black
Freedom, #734, 21 Apr. (3, 8)

1985 MOVE Massacre: We Will Not Forget!,

#735, 5 May (3)

Robert F. Williams: Fighter Against Klan Terror,

#737, 2 June (6. 7, 8, 9)

Dearborn, Michigan: 10,000 Protest Killing of

Black Man by Security Guards, #739, 28 July

(2 ,
13 )

Sharpton's August 26 Washington, D.C. Rally-
Black Democrats: Front Men for Racist

Capitalist Rule. #741, 8 Sept. (16, 14)

Defend Rexford Weng! Black Unionist Shreds
Confederate Flag in Florida, #741,
8 Sept. (3)

The Fight for Black Liberation—Key to

American Socialist Revolution (YSp), #746,
17 Nov. (8, 9, 10)

BRITAIN—And see Africa; Northern Ireland;

West Europe. See also Cliffites;

“Globalization” Protests.

Rover Auto Workers Demonstration: Flag-
Waving Orgy for British Bosses (Workers
Hammer), #735, 5 May (10, 11)

Lynch Mob Hysteria Targets “Sex Offenders”
(Workers Hammer YSp pages). #744, 20 Oct,

(4. 5)

Broue, Pierre—See Archives of the Marxist
Movement.

Burnham, James—See Popular Front.

Cambodia—See Vietnam.

Campus Repression—See Homosexual Rights;
Mexico; Near East: Anti-Zionist Protests.

Campus Workers—See Canada; Mexico.

CANADA
University of Toronto Teaching Assistants Strike

(YSp). #729, 11 Feb. (4)

Cannon, James P—See Archives of the Marxist
Movement; Quote of the Week. See also
Spartacist League/U.S.

Capital Punishment—See Death Penalty.

Caribbean—See Cuba, Puerto Rico.

Carpenters—See Labor.

Carter, Hurricane—See Civil Liberties: General.

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)—See Cuba.

Charleston, South Carolina—See
Longshoremen. See also Black Question.

Chicago—See Civil Liberties: General;
Fascism.

CHINA—And see "Globalization" Protests;
Internationalist Group; International Socialist
Organization; Quote of the Week; South
Korea. See also Japan; Vietnam.

Taiwan: Stepping Stone for Counterrevolution

—

Down With U.S. Anti-China Crusade!, #733,
7 Apr. (1, 6, 7. 8, 9)

Chinese Miners Revolt Against “Market
Reforms”. #735. 5 May (4. 5)

Whither China? “Market Socialism" and the
Legacy of Mao (S)

Part 1. #743, 6 Oct. (1,8, 9, 10, 11)

Part 2. #745, 3 Nov. (3, 4, 5, 10)

CHOMSKY—And see “Globalization” Protests.
See also Balkans.

Noam Chomsky: Imperialism's "Armchair
Anarchist" (YSp), #735. 5 May (7, 8)

continued on page 13
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